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White cop convicted for 
shooting Black man in his 

own apartment
A jury has found Amber 
Guyger guilty of murder in the 
shooting death of her neighbor 
Botham Jean on September 
6, 2018.The jury reached the 
verdict late Tuesday morning, 
a day after closing arguments 
were delivered by both the 
state and defense.  Guyger, who 
lived in the apartment below 
Jean’s, said that she entered his 
apartment by mistake after a 
long shift as a law enforcement 
officer. She said that she thought 
Jean, who was on his couch 
watching television and eating 
vanilla ice cream, was a burgler.
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NFL Hall of Famer 
resigns as USC AD

Pro Football Hall of Famer 
Lynn Swann resigned as 
the University of Southern 
California’s athletic director 
after three years atop the 
program. In April 2016, Swann 
succeeded Pat Haden at the 
helm of USC athletics, one of 
the nation’s most prestigious 
athletic programs. It was a 
tumultuous tenure for the 
former All-American USC wide 
receiver amid the infamous 
public admissions scandal and a 
struggling football team.

Africa continues to grow
Home to 54 countries, Africa 
has a population of 1.2 bil-
lion people, rising to 2.5 billion 
by 2050. It is the second most 
populated after Asia and second 
growing economy in the world, 
with a 3.5% annual growth 
rate. Average age is about 20 
years, and 30% of its popula-
tion is in the middle class which 
is expected to grow by 80% 
between 2020 & 2030. Over 473 
million people are connected to 
the internet in Africa, while 1 
billion people who have access 
to mobile phones, represents 
80% of its population.

Records show Blacks shot 
by police at higher rate

Recent statistics have shown 
that law enforcement officers 
shoot Blacks at a much higher 
rate than they shoot other 
ethnic groups.  Between 2014 
and 2017, 47 percent of the 
people shot by law enforce-
ment in South Carolina were 
Black.  Only 27 percent of the 
state’s population is Black. The 
State Law Enforcement Divi-
sion’s collection of racial data 
from shootings is inconsistent. 
The agency’s data only lists the 
race of the officer and suspect in 
each shooting since 2014.

African-American History 
Calendar to be unveiled

The South Carolina Department of Education cordially 
invites you to the unveiling of the 2020 South Carolina African 
American History Calendar.

The event will be held on Tuesday, October 8, 2019 at 7:00 
p.m. at the Koger Center for the Arts, located at 1051 Greene 
Street in Columbia, SC. To receive free tickets to the event, visit 
www.SCAfricanAmerican.com/register/.
About the South Carolina African American History Calendar

Launched in 1989, the SC African American History 
Calendar is designed to assist students in learning more about 
the contributions of distinguished African-Americans who have 
connections to the state. The calendar was originally created 
to assist the SC Department of Education in meeting statutory 
requirements for the inclusion of African-American history in 
the curriculum. It has since emerged as a global resource for 
recognizing the achievements of African-Americans with South 
Carolina ties. The web site - www.SCAfricanAmerican.com - 
also includes information on past honorees, as well as resources 
for educators and links to other materials related to South 
Carolina’s African American history.

Salt-n-Pepa to headline Famously Hot 
New Year celebration

The rap group Salt-n-
Pepa will be the headline act 
for Columbia’s Famously Hot 
New Year on December 31.

As the first female rap act 
to receive a Grammy and attain 
platinum status, Salt-N-Pepa 
has blazed the trail for female 
hip-hop artists for the past 35 
years. With hit songs including 
“Push It,” “Shake Your Thang,” 
“Shoop” and “Whatta Man,” 
hip-hop legends Cheryl “Salt” 
James and Sandra “Pepa” 
Denton have released several 
successful albums including 
the critically acclaimed, 
multi-platinum “Hot, Cool & 
Vicious.” As revolutionaries 
of rap, Salt-N-Pepa broke 
barriers in empowering women 
and influenced millions with 
their music. With more than 
12 million albums sold, their 
contributions to culture and 
the world of hip hop have 
influenced the landscape and 
look of music as we know it 
today.

Charismatic Charleston 
band The High Divers, with 

a mix of Motown and rock ‘n 
roll sound, will be one of the 
opening acts.  A fixture of the 
South Carolina music scene 
with a growing national profile, 
the The High Divers are known 
for their charismatic on-stage 
swagger and its ability to get 
the crowd involved.

Also performing will be 
Cottontown Soul Society.  The 
band was formed as a promise 
kept to the late Skipp “Pops” 
Pearson, South Carolina’s 
Ambassador of Jazz and the 
mentor with whom bandleader, 
Shelley Magee, first shared 

her vision. Pearson believed 
strongly in music as a force 
for good, and charged her with 
making her vision for the band 
a reality. While he didn’t live to 
see the band onstage, his spirit 
shares the spotlight in each and 
every performance. 

The free concert to ring in 
the New Year will be followed 
by the biggest New Year’s 
Eve fireworks display in the 
state. There will be seven food 
stations and three beer, wine 
and bubbly stations.

For more information, 
visit famouslyhotnewyear.com.

Pictured (Left to Right): Representative Jerry Govan, Legislative of the Year; Jacob Mack-
Educator of the Year; Fred Mack, Humanitarian of the Year; George Watson, Humanitarian 
of the Year; Rev Todd Brown, Clergy of the Year; Thomas I. Savage, Scholarship Recipi-
ent; Hilary Shelton, Speaker; Barbara Johnson-Williams, NAACP Branch President; Coach 
Willie Jeffries, Master of Ceremony.

NAACP honors Orangeburg achievers
The Orangeburg Branch NAACP banquet 

was held Saturday, Sept. 28, at Edisto Fork 
United Methodist Church Christian Life Center, 
with the theme of “We Can’t Stop Now; the 
Stakes Are Too High!” 

The keynote speaker was Hilary O. 

Shelton, Senior Vice President for Policy 
and Advocacy/Director to the NAACP’s 
Washington Bureau.

Awards were presented to people who have 
made an impact on Orangeburg and surrounding 
areas as well as South Carolina and the nation.

The Lick
Community Business of the Week

By Nate Abraham Jr.
BUSINESS OF THE WEEK

There are many power couples with both members involved 
in stressful, high-profile careers.  One couple is Theron and 
Rania Jamison.  Theron, better known as Ron, is an educator.  
Rania is a public relations expert and political consultant.  In 
addition, they are raising a six-year-old son, Blaize.

Despite having stressful careers, the couple decided that they 
needed to do something relaxing.  But the stress-relieving activity 
they decided to do was to launch a family business together.

“By day, I am a middle school English teacher,” said Ron.  
“I was looking for an outlet to even out the rigors of teaching 
and responsibility -- something that was fun, but also refreshing.  
I wanted it to be something that was pretty cool, exciting, fun, 
and natural.”

The seed for a business concept was planted at their son’s 
second birthday party.  The couple hired an ice cream truck to 
provide treats for their guests.  It was the highlight of the party.

“Not only was it the highlight of the party for our son, but it 
was the highlight of the party for the other kids and adults,” Rania 
recalled. “When I planned a party a couple of years later, I was 
getting messages from parents a few months out asking if we were 
going to have the frozen treats again, because they enjoyed it just 
as much as the kids.  It was a big inspiration for us.”

In 2018, the couple began developing a business plan and 
testing recipes.  They also began doing private tastings at events 
to gauge customers’ reaction.

“Ron created all of these custom gourmet popsicle flavors 
and put them together,” Rania said. “That’s a skill he’s had for 
years, being able to go in the kitchen and mix them up.”

The couple’s big break came when they stumbled across an 
opportunity to provide frozen treats at a local marina.  One of 
their favorite things to do is to take their son boating on Lake 
Murray.  The boating trips usually ended with the purchase of a 
snow cone from a company at the marina.

“We found out from the folks there that they were no longer 
going to have that company on site,” Rania said. “They said that 
they had so many people asking about frozen treats, and they 
had no idea what they were going to do.  We immediately said, 
‘We’ve got a frozen treat great business and we’d be more than 
happy to help’.”

The couple signed a contract with Lake Murray Marina to 
provide frozen treats on June 19, 2019. 

“That was right before Memorial Day, and we went full 
throttle,” Rania recalled.

They called the company “The Lick.” The company offers 
a variety of frozen treats.  Lick Pops are the company’s gourmet 
popsicles made with fresh fruit.  Flavors include strawberry 
lemonade, pineapple basil, mango smash and pineapple strawberry.

The company also sells “Blaizing Water Ice” and “Blaizing 
Shaved Ice” treats, named after their son.  The water ice treats 
flavors include Pina Colada, Strawberry and The Bomb, which 
reminds people of the Bomb popsicles they used to buy as kids.  
Shaved ice treats come in 14 different flavors, including Fuzzy 
Navel, Mai Tai, Passion Fruit, Tiger’s Blood and Blue Bubble Gum.

For adults, The Lick sells Poptails, which are popsicles 
infused with alcohol.  Popular flavors include Bourbon Smash, 
Mimosa, Hawaiian Sophie and Ol’ Dirty Pirate.

The Lick operated from Thursdays through Sundays at the 

Theron, Rania and Blaize Jamison, owners of The Lick.

Continued on page 7

Salt-n-Pepa will headline the Famously Hot New Year.

Legacy of Black Business Gala
Annual Gala to honor businesses making an impact in 

the community
The Midlands has a 

rich legacy when it comes to 
Black-owned businesses.  In 
just about any industry you can 
imagine, African-Americans 
in the Midlands have made 
their mark.

Each year, many of 
these businesses are honored 
at the Carolina Panorama 
Newspaper’s Legacy of Black 
Business Gala.  The 6th Annual 
Legacy of Black Business 
Awards Gala will be held 
Friday, October 11th 2019 at 
The Gala By JW, located at 
533 Clemson Road. The event 
will begin with a reception at 
6 p.m., followed by a banquet 
at 7 p.m.

“It’s imperative that 
we capture the histories of 
businesses for posterity,” said 
Legacy of Black Business 
Gala founder Patricia 
Abraham. “The Legacy of 
Black Business Gala is a way 
to promote the economic 
growth of outstanding local 
businesses. In addition, by 
honoring outstanding African-
American businesses, we hope 
to inspire younger generations 
to pick up the baton and 
grow the next generation of 
businesses.

As we went to press, the 

Jim Hardy
OnPoint Media

Cynthia Hardy
OnPoint Media

Lasenta Lewis-Ellis
LLE Construction

Jerry Benjamin
Jerry’s Shoe Repair

following businesses will be 
honored at this year’s gala: 
Marilyn Spells of Marbella’s 
Crowing Glory Fine Hats & 
Accessories; Cynthia and 

James Hardy of OnPoint 
Media; Jerry Benjamin of 
Jerry’s Shoe Repair; Kadenia 

Continued on page 8


