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North Carolina lawsuit 
hopes to expose racial bias 

in death penalty cases
Some of the country’s top capital 
lawyers gathered at the North 
Carolina  Supreme Court  this 
week to present evidence that 
capital punishment is so deeply 
flawed and riddled with racial 
animus that it makes a mockery 
of basic principles of fairness 
and equal justice.  Attorneys are 
asking the court’s seven judges 
to decide if it will allow men 
and women to be condemned 
to death despite evidence that 
prosecutors deploy racially 
discriminatory tactics to put 
people on death row.
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Voorhees unveils new 
track & field complex

Voorhees College unveiled a 
new surface on its track & field 
complex. Director of Athletics 
Charlene Johnson said the new 
track highlights President W. 
Franklin Evans’ vision and adds 
an extra element for health and 
wellness for students, faculty, 
and staff. “The track not only 
provides an opportunity to the 
track and field/cross country 
teams, but for Voorhees 
athletics overall,” she said. The 
facility was blessed by Chaplain 
James T. Yarsiah in a ceremony.

Activists protest Black-
face “Savage” character 

at Belgium festival
Anti-racism groups strongly 
criticized a Black-faced char-
acter named “the Savage” in 
a Belgium folk festival called 
Ducasse d’Ath. A parade fea-
tured “the Savage”, a white 
man clad in a black costume, 
his face and hands covered in 
black body paint, a chain hang-
ing from his neck and a golden 
piercing protruding from his 
nose. Activists circulated a peti-
tion to end the character, saying 
it promotes racism and negative 
stereotypes of Black people.

North Charleston to donate 
$1 million to African-
American Museum

The city of North Charleston 
plans to give $1 million to the 
International African American 
Museum. With the donation, 
North Charleston is the first city 
other than Charleston to make 
a major contribution to the 
planned facility.  The donation 
will be given over four years 
in annual sums of $250,000, 
funded by the accommodations 
tax revenue. Council members 
approved the proposed gift 
Thursday.

Sunshine Counseling
Community Business of the Week

By Nate Abrahm Jr.
BUSINESS OF THE WEEK

It is often said that no man is an island.  Everybody, no 
matter how accomplished, occasionally needs the help of a 
counselor or coach to overcome obstacles and perform at their 
very best.  Chantal Johnson, owner of Sunshine Counseling, is 
one person who has dedicated her life to helping people in need.

Johnson is a native of Sumter.  She is a 2007 graduate of 
Sumter High School.  After high school, she enrolled in South 
Carolina State University to study education.

Enrolling in SC State was a way to uphold a family tradition.
“My grandmother actually was an alumnus, and I wanted 

to do the same thing,” Johnson said. “It was kind of a family 
tradition. So I went there and I enjoyed it. I have my bachelor’s 
degree, not in social work, but in education. I wanted to be a 
teacher.  I had some really supportive professors that really 
helped me kind of see the world from a different place. I went 
there for education, but I knew I was probably more interested 
in behavioral sciences and working with adults rather than just 
specifically with children in education.”

Johnson graduated from SC State in 2012.  After graduation, 
she got a job teaching science in Holly Hill, SC, then at Lakewood 
High School in Santee.

“When I was teaching, the students could be very difficult,” 
Johnson recalled.  “I really wanted to understand just not the 
student and what they were going through for education, but also 
kind of what was in their mind, what was their motivation. And 
I didn’t feel that a traditional education program really gave me 
that background. So I went back to school to get a good solid 
background in psychology and the Behavioral Sciences -- how 
people think and why people do what they do.”

During this time, she also worked part-time as a GED 
teacher.

“That’s when I kind of fell in love with working with adults,” 
she said. “So I decided to go to graduate school, and applied to 
USC for their master of social work degree.”

Johnson enrolled at the University of South Carolina in 
2014, and earned her Masters Degree in Social Work in 2016.  
She wanted to use her education to help families in need, 
especially parents.

“I think education is all about giving people a chance,” 
Johnson says. “I’ve always been attracted to the underdog and 
giving people second chances. Working with adults, I saw the 
benefits when a parent finished high school or earned their GED, 
how it helped their children. So it’s not just about helping kids, 
it’s also about helping the family.  I always thought that helping 
adults is also helping the child.  Children can really change their 
situation.  But you can help an adult change their situation a lot 
quicker.”

After receiving her Masters, Johnson earned her Licensed 
Master of Social Work certification and got a job working in 
the Department of Corrections.  In January 2019, she earned 
her Licensed Independent Social Worker for clinical practice 
certification, which allowed her to work with her own clients.

“I decided to open up my own practice, and see clients 
individually,” Johnson said.

Johnson said that by opening her own practice, she could 
address a critical need in the community.

“I think there’s such a gap in services, especially for African 
Americans,” she says. “I didn’t just want to be a therapist that 
was an office, I really want to be active in the community.  I 
really want to help people in their environment -- really helping 
people through hard times and finding support systems. You 
know, we have high suicide rates.  People don’t talk about it, but 
African-American men are susceptible to suicide. So those are 
the things that we need to talk about as a community. And I think 
that having a social worker or clinician on the ground, and really 
being integral in people’s lives, will help.”

Johnson opened Sunshine Counseling to provide services to 
people in need, initially in Columbia and Sumter.

“We offer individual counseling for children and 
adolescences,” Johnson said. “Family and couples counseling. 
Couples counseling doesn’t have to be a wife or husband.  I’m 
currently seeing a mother and daughter and helping them work 
through their issues. It can also be a father, a daughter, whatever 
the dynamic may be between that those two individuals. I also 
see veterans, and I specialize in trauma.”

In addition, Johnson launched a community outreach 
program to educate the community about mental health issues.

“I’m talking about mental health and giving people the 
opportunity to have conversations with a professional about 
what is depression? What does that look like? What does that 
look like in men versus women? What does that look like in 
children?”

Another area that Sunshine Counseling deals with is end of 
life issues.

Chantal Johnson, owner of Sunshine Counseling

Benedict Tigers football game to be 
broadcast on ESPN

Benedict at Albany State game selected for ESPN3

Jubilee: Festival of Black History 
& Culture returns for its 40th year

Join Historic Columbia 
at Jubilee: Festival of Black 
History & Culture from 11 
a.m. – 6 p.m. on Saturday, 
September 21. This free 
outdoor festival brings 
musician, artisans, dancers 
and storytellers together to 
celebrate South Carolina’s 
black history and culture on 
the grounds of the Mann-
Simons Site.

Grammy award-
winning artist, Dwele, and 
former Fresh Prince of Bel-
Air cast member, Karyn 
Parsons will join a variety of 
artisans, and food vendors for 
this free, day-long celebration 
at the Mann-Simons site.

Dwele is a multiple 
Grammy Award nominee who 
shared a win with legendary rap 
icon Kanye West. He has blazed 
a trail for this generation’s 
newfound Soul/ R&B era.  He 
was named as “R&B’s Best 
Kept Secret” by talk show host 
Wendy Williams.

Parsons is the founder 
of Sweet Blackberry, which 
produces films and books 
aimed at diverse audiences.  
In 2018 she released a film 
about Bessie Coleman, the 
first African-American female 
pilot, and is the author of 
“How High the Moon,” which 
tells the story of a biracial girl 
growing up in the Jim Crow 
South (specifically, Alcolu, 
South Carolina) in 1944.

The Jubilee Festival is one 
of the Midlands top events.

“When the festival 
started in 1978, it was a small 
community celebration,” 
said Robin Waites, Historic 

Actress, author and producer Karyn Parsons.

Grammy Award-winner artist Dwele.
Columbia’s executive director. 
“Nearly four decades later, 
Jubilee has grown into a 
can’t-miss event that draws 
thousands of attendees from 
all over the state and region 
to celebrate with live music, 
performances, art, food and 
much more.”

Jubilee will feature 
historic storytelling, artist 
demonstrations and family-
friendly activities. Throughout 
the day, guests are invited to 
take house tours of the Mann-
Simons Site and the Modjeska 
Monteith Simkins House 

for $1 and take the African 
American Historic Sites 
Bus Tour for $2. In addition, 
there will be a variety of 
outdoor vendors selling food, 
beverages, art and wares.

Jubilee is made possible 
by the festival’s generous 
sponsors and is a free 
community event that will be 
held along the streets outside of 
the Mann-Simons Site at 1403 
Richland Street in downtown 
Columbia. Visit JubileeSC.org 
for more information on the 
festival and the full line-up of 
entertainment and artists.

Black Business Prayer Luncheon
Dr. Monique L. Lyle, Assistant Professor, USC Department of Political Science, was the featured 

speaker for the August Black Business Prayer Luncheon.  Her presentation was entitled “Police Use 
of Deadly Force and How it’s Framed in the Public Narrative.” Luncheon attendees also discussed the 
importance of South Carolina’s African American community in the upcoming presidential election.

The luncheon was held on Wednesday, August 28 at the Trinity Education Community & 
Conference Center, located at 2523 Richland Street in Columbia.  For more information on upcoming 
luncheons, contact Dr. Bruce K. Cole, President of the Greener Institute, at (803) 748-1239.

The Benedict College at 
Albany State football game on 
October 19 has been selected 
to be a part of the NCAA 
Division II Football Showcase 
and will air on ESPN3. The 
Tigers and Golden Rams will 
kick off at 2:05 p.m.

“This is a wonderful 
opportunity to showcase our 
football team and Benedict 
College in front of a fantastic 
audience,” said Willie 
Washington, Benedict College 
Director of Athletics. “It 
certainly is an honor for 
Benedict and Albany State to 

be the only schools from the 
SIAC to be selected by the 
NCAA to participate in the 
NCAA Division II Football 
Showcase.”

Division II announced 18 
regular-season football games 
that will be showcased on 
ESPN3 or NCAA social media 
as part of a media agreement 
intended to promote the 
division on several platforms 
throughout the academic 
year.  The first 18 games of 
the football showcase are 
predetermined games, 16 of 
which are conference matchups. 

An additional four flex games 
- intended to highlight crucial 
matchups - will be finalized 
later in the season and played 
in November.

“It’s always exciting to 
begin a new academic year 
and the start of the Division 
II season,” said Terri Steeb 
Gronau, vice president of 
Division II. “We’re looking 
forward to highlighting the 
teams that will be featured 
in the football showcase and 
promoting the Division II 
brand on several platforms for 
fans to see across the country.”
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