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Charlotte mayor to seek 
second term

Charlotte Mayor Vi Lyles will 
officially file as a candidate for 
mayor - seeking election to a 
second term - on Thursday, July 
11.  Lyles, who was elected mayor 
in November 2017, is a native 
of Columbia, SC.  Lyles says 
that she has made significant 
progress during her current 
term in affordable housing, jobs 
and transportation, but she has 
much more than she wants to 
get done.  Prior to her current 
term as Mayor, Lyles was 
elected Mayor Pro Tem in 2015 
and also served two consecutive 
terms in an at-large seat on the 
Charlotte City Council.
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Benedict Tigers picked to 
finish 2nd in SIAC

Benedict is picked to finish 
second in the SIAC East 
Division football race. Five 
Tigers were also named to the 
SIAC preseason All-Conference 
team. Benedict defensive back 
Traviontae Brown is a preseason 
All-Conference selection and 
is joined on the first team by 
secondary teammate Robert 
Cummings. Tigers on the 
second team are defensive back 
Traviontae Brown, linebacker 
Amari Andrews and lineman 
Rashaad Miller.

First Black African 
Afronaut killed

Mandla Maseko, 30, the first 
black African who would have 
travelled to space, was killed 
when his motorcycle was hit by 
a car last Saturday.  Maseko, 
popularly known as Afronaut - 
beat 1 million people to become 
one of 23 people who won a seat 
sponsored by the Axe Apollo 
Space Academy to go on an 
hour-long sub-orbital trip, orig-
inally scheduled for 2015. But 
his chance never came to go into 
space. The company organizing 
the flight, XCOR Aerospace, 
went bankrupt in 2017.

Emanuel AME Church 
to share in Black history 

preservation grant
During the 25th annual Essence 
Festival in New Orleans, the 
National Trust for Historic 
Preservation announced that 
it is donating $1.6 million in 
grants to 22 sites and organi-
zations across America to help 
preserve Black history.  One 
of the sites selected is Emanuel 
AME Church in Charleston, 
site of the 2015 massacre of nine 
prayer service attendees by a 
white supremacist.  The Trust 
has donated $2.7 million since 
its launch in November2017.

Alexis Oveta Grant 
is the new South Carolina 
Conference of Branches 
NAACP Woman of the Year 
2019-2020. She first served as 
the Columbia Branch Woman 
of the Year and went on to win 
the state contest.

Ms. Grant is a paralegal 
for the criminal defense 
attorney Jonathan S. 
Chaplin Esq. and serves as a 
Cryptologic Technician Petty 
Officer First Class in the U.S. 
Navy Reserves. She also is a 
volunteer Guardian Ad Litem 
for the Richland County 
CASA. 

Her passion in life is 
to be an advocate for those 
who are not able to speak up 
for themselves for lack of 
knowledge and or resources. 
As the chair of the Young Adult 
Committee of the NAACP, 
she desires to affect change 
in the community specifically 
young adults, that stimulates 
an immediate impact while 
contributing to positive 
change. The visions closest 
to her heart are to help small 
businesses thrive and change 

the food droughts in the urban 
and rural communities through 
education and empowerment. 

Alexis’ motto is “I alone 
cannot change the world, but 
I can cast a stone across the 
waters to create many ripples.” 
Mother Teresa. As she serves 
as the NAACP Woman of the 
Year 2019-2020, she takes this 
motto into the community to 
embody the catalyst of change 
that she desires to be. 

Contact information 
colabranchnaacp@gmail.com 
(803) 269-2438.

Alexis O. Grant named 
NAACP Woman of the Year

Alexis Oveta Grant

The Columbia Museum 
of Art with USC Press 
announces Celebrating A True 
Likeness: The Black South 
of Richard Samuel Roberts 
1920-1936 – New Edition, 
a panel discussion on the 
extraordinary photography 
of Columbia’s own Richard 
Samuel Roberts and the 
importance of his work in 
South Carolina’s history, on 
Saturday, July 13, from 2:00 
p.m. to 4:00 p.m. A book 
signing will follow the panel 
discussion.

Roberts (1880 – 1936) 
was a self-taught photographer 
who established a portrait 
studio on Washington Street 
in the heart of the Columbia’s 
Black commercial district. 
He was one of the few major 
African American commercial 
photographers working in the 
region during the first half of 
the 20th century. As a result of 
the more than 3,000 negatives 
recovered in 1977 from a 
crawl space under the Roberts 
home, there is a rich visual 
chronicle of this vibrant cross 
section of Columbia residents.

Thomas L. Johnson and 
Phillip C. Dunn received a 
1987 Lillian Smith Book 

Civil Rights Sunday: 
Churches in the Civil Rights 

Movement
The public is invited to drop in and tour the Justice for All 

exhibit.
Join us on Sunday, July 14th for a program on the pivotal 

role of churches in the Civil Rights Movement with special 
guest, Rev. Nelson B. Rivers III of Charity Missionary Baptist 
Church and the National Action Network.

The Drop-in will be held from 2:00 - 6:00 p.m., and the 
program will be held at 4:00 p.m.  The event will take place in 
the Hollings Library, located at 1322 Greene Street in Columbia, 
SC.  Enter through the front of Thomas Cooper Library and 
proceed to the back of the building.

For more information, contact Jonathan Johnson at (803) 
777-2220 or e-mail john2733@gmail.sc.edu.

Award for their work on A True 
Likeness: The Black South 
of Richard Samuel Roberts 
1920-1936. This new edition 
of A True Likeness features a 
foreword by Elaine Nichols, 
the supervisory curator of 
culture at the Smithsonian 
National Museum of African 
American History and Culture 
in Washington, D.C., as well as 
a new afterword by Johnson.

“Richard Roberts was more 

than a portrait photographer. 
He was an artist who painted 
his subjects with light,” says 
Dunn. “His portraits dignified 
and commemorated the 
accomplishments of African 
Americans as they gained 
entry into America’s middle 
class. Even more importantly, 
however, his photographs 
examined this struggle in a way 
that elevated and celebrated 
the effort and sacrifice that 
were required of the Black 
community to succeed. Other 
Black photographers from this 
period like James Van Der Zee, 
Augustus Polk or Addison 
Scurlock may be better known, 
but none of them were better 
photographic artists than 
Richard Roberts.”

Panelists include Dunn, 
Johnson, University of South 
Carolina Associate Professor 
Bobby Donaldson, and Historic 
Columbia’s Research and 
Archives Manager Katharine 
Allen. Facilitated by CMA 
Director of Education and 
Engagement Jackie Adams.

Free with membership 
or admission. Books for sale 
at the CMA Shop on day of 
event. For more information, 
visit columbiamuseum.org.

Columbia Museum of Art to honor 
famed Depression-era photographer

Event celebrates new edition of A True Likeness: The 
Black South of Richard Samuel Roberts 1920-1936

Kiki’s Chicken & Waffles
Community Business of the Week

By Nate Abraham Jr.
BUSINESS OF THE WEEK -- Update

One of the Midlands most popular restaurants has opened its 
second location.  On Tuesday, July 9th, Kiki’s Chicken & Waffles 
opened its newest location in the Harbison area.

“We have been waiting for this day to come,” said Kitwanda 
“Kiki” Smith-Cyrus, founder and co-owner of Kiki’s Chicken & 
Waffles. “I’m just so excited about it. For our fans, customers 
and patrons on this side of town, they will not have to travel as 
far.  And new people who haven’t tried it yet will have a chance 
to try Kiki’s now.”

The new location, in a way, serves as a vindication of Kiki’s 
vision.  When she was developing the concept for Kiki’s Chicken 
& Waffles, she looked at several locations.  But she was rebuffed 
by the owners of the buildings who didn’t want to rent space to a 
novice restaurant owner with an unproven concept.

“They didn’t want to give us a chance,” Kiki said in a 
2013 interview.  “They wanted someone who had already had a 
business up and running.”

But that turned out to be a blessing in disguise.  She found 
a good location that allowed her to develop her concept.  She 
quickly outgrew her original location, and moved to a highly-
visible building in front of Columbia Mall.  Kiki’s quickly 
became one of the Midlands most popular restaurants.

Kiki has been honored as a Top Women of Influence by the 
Southeast Small Business Magazine (2014) and South Carolina 
Chef Ambassador (2018). She is also featured in Rachael Ray’s 
magazine, Rachael Ray Every Day, 2nd Annual Women In Food 
issue (2019).

Kiki’s Chicken and Waffles has been visited by former Vice 

Tyrone and Kitwanda “Kiki” Cyrus at the grand opening of 
the newest Kiki’s Chicken & Waffles in Harbison.

Gospel Man Harry Govan to host 
regional Gospel concert in St. Matthews

Brother Harry Govan, 
better known as The Gospel 
Man, is hosting a major gospel 
music concert in St. Matthews 
on Saturday, August 10, 
2019.  Govan is the owner of 
WJBS 1440 AM in Holly Hill, 
SC.  He has been hosting an 
annual gospel concert since 
1979 through his HGG Song 
Ministries.  The concert is 
usually held the first or second 
Saturday in August each year.

This year’s concert will 
be held at the South Carolina 
Jurisdiction of the Church 
of God in Christ facility, 
located at 1339 Coulter Road 
in St. Matthews.  Featured 

performers include Roy & 
Revelation, Devonte & Voices 
of Zion, Sister Jeraline Hook 
& Company, Trinity Choir, 

The Silver Stars, Devotion 
by Good Shepherd Ministries 
Male Chorus, Mims Singers, 
Uprising Singers, Prayer 
House Mission and the 
Amazing Praise Team.

HGG Song Ministries 
is a non-profit organization.  
Proceeds from the concert 
will help to support college 
scholarships to high school 
graduates from Calhoun 
County High, Orangeburg-
Wilkinson High and Lake 
Marion High Schools.

Tickets can be purchased 
by calling (803) 747-6362 
or by visiting Goldstein’s in 
Orangeburg.

Harry Govan
The Gospel Man

Kamala Harris addresses Health-
care, Education, and the Black Press 

during latest South Carolina Trip
Chronicle Staff Report

Charleston Chronicle
2020 Presidential Candi-

date Senator Kamala Harris 
made her ninth campaign trip 
to South Carolina July 7-8 as 
she visited the Pee Dee area. 
The California Democrat held 
a Darlington County Meet & 
Greet in Hartsville and town 
halls in Florence and Myrtle 
Beach. At the Florence town 
hall, Sen. Harris granted South 
Carolina Black newspaper 
leadership members an exclu-
sive interview.

Several 2020 Demo-
cratic hopefuls have made a 
concerted effort to make an 
impact in South Carolina, a 
state that has voted in favor 
of the Republican presidential 
candidate in every election 
since Ronald Reagan’s 1980 
victory. With over twenty offi-
cially declared Democratic 
presidential candidates vying 
for the party’s nomination, 
the race has tournament-like 
feel ahead of South Carolina’s 
February 29, 2020 primary 
vote. The Palmetto State’s siz-
able African American popu-

Senator Kamala Harris poses for a photo after meeting with 
the SC Black Publishers Association.  Pictured (left to right) 
are: Carolina Panorama publisher Nate Abraham Jr., Com-
munity Times Publisher Larry Smith, Senator Harris and 
Charleston Chronicle Editor Damion Smalls.
lation has seemingly given the 
candidates confidence that the 
party’s primary winner will 
have a realistic shot of defeat-
ing the Republican presiden-
tial opposition in November 
2020.

The Florence town hall 
took place at the New Ebene-
zer Baptist Church Strive Hard 
Educational, Recreational and 
Enrichment Center (SHEREC) 
July 7. Florence County Dem-
ocratic Party Chair LaShonda 
NeSmith-Jackson, Florence 

County Democratic Party 
Executive Committeewoman 
Mattie Thomas, and former 
SC House of Rep. Bakari 
Sellers riled up the crowd of 
several hundred citizens with 
words of praise for the visiting 
presidential candidate. 2018 
SC gubernatorial candidate 
Marguerite Willis introduced 
Sen. Harris to the audience 
and remained on stage for the 
remainder of the town hall.

Continued on page 6

Richard Samuel Roberts 
documented the lives hun-
dreds of ordinary Black citi-
zens in the Depression era.

Continued on page 6


