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Former USC star named 
NFL Defensive Player of 

the Year
After leading the Patriots 
defense to the top of the rankings 
this season, cornerback Stephon 
Gilmore was rewarded with 
the most prestigious award a 
defensive player has a realistic 
shot of winning. At the NFL 
Honors on the eve of Super 
Bowl LIV, Gilmore was named 
the Defensive Player of the Year 
for 2019.  It was not a close race.  
Gilmore received 21 of the 50 
votes cast.  No other player had 
more than 14 votes.

Malawi opens Africa’s 
first drone academy

Malawi opened the first Afri-
can Drone and Data Academy, 
with support from the United 
Nations Children’s Fund, 
UNICEF.  The academy aims to 
improve drone technology skills 
across Africa, beginning with 
Malawi and neighboring coun-
tries. UNICEF says the acad-
emy will promote drones for 
development and humanitar-
ian use. The academy plans to 
partner with Malawi University 
of Science and Technology for a 
free master’s degree program in 
drone technology by 2022.

Furman University 
celebrates first African-

American student
Furman University celebrated 
its inaugural Joseph Vaughn 
Day on January 29 -- 55 years 
after Vaughn made history by 
breaking Furman’s color bar-
rier. Joseph Vaughn enrolled at 
Furman on January 29, 1965, 
becoming its first African-
American undergraduate stu-
dent. He graduated cum laude 
in 1968 and taught English in 
the Greenville County School 
District for 13 years. He died in 
1991 at the age of 45.

Nigeria to address USA 
travel ban issued by 

President Trump
Nigerian President 
Muhammadu Buhari has 
established a committee to 
study and address the updated 
requirements by the U.S. 
government, after Nigeria 
was added to countries with 
temporary restrictions into its 
country. The committee will 
work with the U.S government to 
ensure all updates are properly 
implemented. On January 
31, the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security announced 
a temporary travel restriction 
on six countries, including 
Nigeria.

100 Black Women hosted a “Let Her 
Learn Symposium”

The Education Committee of the Columbia (SC) Chapter of 100 Black Women recently hosted 
its third annual “Let Her Learn: Stop the School Push out of Girls of Color Symposium.”

The program featured presentations from three seasoned child advocates: Dr. Ronald Epps, 
former Superintendent of Richland School District One; Dr. Demestress Bell Williams, Dr. Dee 
Unlimited Educational Consulting Company; and Ms. Vivian Anderson, Executive Director & 
Founder of Every Black Girl, Inc.

The goal of the symposium was to raise community awareness of the unfair school push-out 
of girls of color into the prison pipeline and to develop strategies to address its eradication.

According to Chapter President, Mary Miller McClellan, the “Let Her Learn: Stop the School 
Push-out of Girls of Color Symposium” provided an opportunity for conversation on strategy 
development to address the unfair discipline practices to which Black girls are subjected.

The Columbia (SC) Chapter is one of more than 63 chapters of the National Coalition of 
100 Black Women, Inc., a national organization founded in New York City in 1970 in an effort to 
continue the successful implementation of socio economic and political strategies that began in 
the mid 60s.

The organization consists of thousands of progressive women of African dissent that represents 
63 chapters in 25 states and the District of Columbia.

The Columbia (SC) Chapter, chartered in 2014, proudly promotes leadership development 
and gender equity in the areas of health, education and economic empowerment for Black women 
and girls of the Midlands.

The chapter recently announced its upcoming 6-year milestone celebration of commitment to 
women and girls at its “6th Annual My Sister’s Keeper Awards Luncheon” on Saturday, April 4, 
2020 at the R2i2 Conference Center, 763 Fashion Drive, Sand Hills, Columbia, SC 29229. 

For luncheon information, contact nc100bwcolsc@gmail.com.
For national coalition information, please visit the local and national NCBW websites at www.

nc100bwcolumbiasc.org and www.ncbw.org.

Vanessa E. Wyche, deputy 
director of NASA’s Johnson 
Space Center, will host a 
conversation and information 
series for students from South 
Carolina’s Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities 
(HBCUs) who are interested 
in STEM-related careers.

Wyche’s conversation 
with students about her historic 
career journey will be held on 
Monday, Feb. 10, at 11 a.m. at 
Allen University’s Chapelle 
Auditorium. The event, 
which is free and open to the 
public, is sponsored by The 
Renaissance Foundation of 
South Carolina in conjunction 
with Allen University’s Office 
of Counseling and Placement 
and an area chapter of the 
National Society of Black 
Engineers (NSBE).

The conversation 
is a continuation of The 
Renaissance Foundation’s 
commitment to expose 
students in the Midlands to 
African American icons that 
might not necessarily frequent 
the area.  Past speakers have 
included movie and television 
director Anthony Hemingway 
(Red Tails); Fiat Chrysler 
Automobiles Head of Design 
Ralph Gilles (designer of the 
award-winning Chrysler 300); 
architect Harvey B. Gantt (first 
black mayor of Charlotte, 
N.C., and first black student 
at Clemson University); 
journalist and playwright 
Peter Bailey (Malcolm, 
Martin, Medgar); and several 
nationally known artists.  The 
purpose of this event is to 
increase students’ awareness 
of the career opportunities 

NASA Deputy Director to address 
HBCU students about STEM careers
Vanessa E. Wyche is a South Carolina native and is 

deputy director of the Johnson Space Center

available to them as a result of 
their participation in science, 
technology, engineering and 
math (STEM) programs.

A Conway, South 
Carolina, native, Wyche is the 
first African American to serve 
as deputy director of NASA’s 
Johnson Space Center, an 
organization of 10,000 
civil service and contractor 
employees in Houston, and at 
the White Sands Test Facility 
in Las Cruces, New Mexico. 
As second-in-command of 
Johnson, her responsibilities 
include leadership of NASA’s 
astronauts, mission control 
operations, the International 
Space Station, development of 
human spaceflight programs 
and spacecraft for missions 
in low-Earth orbit and future 
missions to the moon and 
Mars.

Wyche is an advocate of 
mentoring and is a passionate 
promoter of STEM.  She said 
she follows the example set 
by her parents, who both gave 
back to their community. She 
counts her father as her most 
influential mentor.

Wyche has garnered 
numerous honors, including 
two NASA Outstanding 
Leadership Medals, two 
NASA Achievement Medals, 
two JSC Innovation Awards 
and a 2014 Women at NASA 
award. A graduate of Clemson 
University, she earned a 
Bachelor of Science in 
Engineering and a Master of 
Science in Bioengineering.

For more information, call 
The Renaissance Foundation 
of South Carolina at (803) 
733-5634 or visit www.
rfoundationsc.com.

Martin Lawrence 
bringing LIT AF Comedy 

Tour to Columbia
AEG Presents announced The LIT AF Tour, hosted by 

Martin Lawrence, will embark on another nationwide tour in 
2020 with a stop in Columbia, SC on February 14 at Colonial 
Life Arena. Tickets for the Columbia date go on sale November 
22 at 12:00 PM online at Ticketmaster.com and in-person at the 
arena box office.

“Martin has proven to be a real touring force over the last 
years selling out marquee arenas across the country. His endur-
ing film and TV resume is timeless and it has been such a plea-
sure and honor to work with one of the most legendary comedy 
forces in the business,” says Jesse Stoll, Senior Talent Buyer for 
AEG Presents. “Following on the heels of Bad Boys III, he is 
bringing some of his biggest and baddest friends on the road 
continuing the LIT AF brand and bracing the world for a killer 
comedy explosion!”

Citi Card Presales begin Wednesday, November 20, 2019 
at 12:00 PM and run through Thursday, November 21, 2019 at 
10:00 PM. Fans can purchase tickets before the general public 
beginning Thursday, November 21, 2019 at 12:00 PM through 
10:00 PM.  A limited number of VIP packages will be available 
for purchase. For complete presale details, VIP package info, 
and ticket information, visit http://www.litaftour.com.

“Being on the road with this group of funny AF comedians 
is a blast,” says Lawrence. “Bringing the tour back out on the 
road is always exciting, no two shows are the same and we all 
bring something different to the party.”

The LIT AF Tour 2020 follows the anticipated release of 
Bad Boy For Life, and Lawrence’s 2018 LIT AF Tour, presented 
by AEG.  2018’s tour spanned 35 cities, more than 280k+ tickets 
sold, and grossed more than $18million.  The star-studded line-
up included Rickey Smiley, DeRay Davis, Michael Blackson, 
Jay Pharoah, and Bruce Bruce. 2020’s line-up introduces new 
talent to the bill such as Lil’ Rel, Lil’ Duval, Hannibal Burress, 
and Tommy Davidson.  Line-up varies by city, and details can be 
found at litaftour.com.

Miracle Hands Full 
Service Salon

Community Business of the Week
By Nate Abraham Jr.

BUSINESS OF THE WEEK
Some know from a very early age what they want to do with 

their life.  But even with this knowledge, they often take a detour 
into other careers before returning to their first love.  One such 
person is Elisa Robertson, owner of Miracle Hands Full Service 
Salon in Lexington, SC.

Elisa Robertson was born in Baltimore.  After moving to 
South Carolina, she graduated from Lakewood High School in 
2004.

“I was good at math when I was in school. I was good at 
organizing as well. So I figured I wanted to go into the accounting 
area,” Robertson said.

Robertson enrolled in Benedict College to study accounting.  
After taking a year and a half off to have her first son, she 
graduated with a Bachelors’ degree in Accounting in 2010.

After graduation, she worked as an assistant accountant at 
the Capital City Club.  She soon discovered that she did not want 
to spend her entire life working as an accountant.

“I discovered that it was not my passion,” Robertson said. 
“It was not something that I really wanted to do. It wasn’t like I 
was getting up saying, oh, you’re ready to go to work.”

Since she was a little girl, Robertson loved doing hair.  She 
taught herself by setting up a mirror and doing her own hair, and 
practicing on relatives.

“I started doing hair when I was 10 years old. Nobody 
taught me how to do it. It was just a natural talent. I started doing 

Elisa Robertson, Miracle Hands Full Service Salon
Vanessa E. Wyche, Deputy Director of NASA’s 

Johnson Space Center

Members of the Columbia Chapter of 100 Black Women are pictured with speakers.
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