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Illinois prison bans Black 
history books

Officials at the Danville 
Correctional Center removed 
about 200 books from a prison 
library and banned their 
use in an inmate education 
program because they said the 
books were “too racial.” The 
catalog ban included several 
classic books related to African 
American history like, “The 
Souls of Black Folk,” and 
“Uncle Tom’s Cabin.” Seventy-
five percent of inmates in Illinois 
prisons are African American, 
causing some to conclude that 
banning the books was a means 
for prison officials to deprive 
blacks of learning their history.
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Tiger Woods ties PGA 
record for most wins

Tiger Woods captured the 
Zozo Championship in Japan 
with a dominating wire-to-wire 
victory. With the win, he tied 
Hall of Famer Sam Snead for 
the most career PGA Tour wins 
with 83. Woods also became 
just the 5th player to win a 
major championship plus an 
additional PGA Tour event in 
the same calendar year at age 
43 or older.  Woods shot -19 
under par to claim a three-
stroke victory over the Japanese 
favorite, Hideki Matsuyama.

25 Years after apartheid, 
Blacks still barred from 

South African town
Orania, a small town north of 
Cape Town in South Africa, is 
still segregated a quarter cen-
tury after the end of apartheid, 
South Africa’s system of strict 
racial segregation.  Oranians 
claim the town is a cultural 
project, not a racial one. Only 
Afrikaners are allowed to live 
and work there -- they say to 
preserve Afrikaner culture.  But 
the entirely white town is lit-
tered with old apartheid flags 
and monuments to the archi-
tects of segregation.

Students place ‘whites’ and 
‘colored’ signs at South 

Carolina high school
High school students at a South 
Carolina school sparked out-
rage after they placed signs 
reading ‘whites only’ and ‘col-
ored only’ above two sepa-
rate water fountains on their 
campus.  According to media 
reports, teens of multiple races 
at West Ashley High School in 
Charleston carried out the act 
last Wednesday (October 30, 
2019) as a ‘prank’ designed to 
mimic the racial segregation of 
public facilities. Community Faith Coalition 

to host “Faith vs. Dorian”
On Sunday, November 17, 2019, at 3 p.m., Haskell Heights 

First Baptist Church (1231 Blue Ridge Terrace, Columbia) and 
The Columbia Community Faith Coalition will sponsor “Faith 
vs. Dorian.” This event will be a benefit concert in which artists 
(musicians, spoken word artists, praise dancers, etc.) will donate 
their talents towards this humanitarian effort. The concert 
will be free, but a free-will offering will be collected with all 
the proceeds going to the American Red Cross for the aid of 
Hurricane Dorian victims.

Reverend Glenn Wigfall, pictured on the left, is Pastor of 
Haskell Heights First Baptist Church, and spokesman for the 
project. According to Pastor Wigfall, “We’re engaging in this 
project because it’s our Christian duty to feed, clothe, and give 
comfort to those in distress. It’s our job not just to preach the 
gospel of good news, but we must be the good news.”

The people of the Grand Bahama Islands have been 
extremely ravaged by Hurricane Dorian. According to the 
latest update from Prime Minister Hubert Minnis, 60 persons 
are confirmed dead, 13,000 homes destroyed, and 600 persons 
missing.

If your church/house of faith wants to join this effort, or for 
questions, call (803) 463-7047.

$100,000 Naming Rights Contribution 
announced by Cecil Williams Civil 

Rights Museum in Orangeburg

Surrounded by friends, family and supporters, Kristi Wilson 
cuts the ribbon on Cakes L’Amor, a new bakery in Columbia 
that held its grand opening last Saturday.

Cakes L’Amor
Community Business of the Week

By Nate Abraham Jr.
BUSINESS OF THE WEEK

Over 30 years ago, Rosa 
Wilson began baking cakes 
out of her home in Hopkins 
for friends and family to 
supplement her income.  Her 
specialty was Red Velvet 
Cakes.  Over time, her baked 
goods became so popular that 
she and her husband, Vessel, 
had to quit their jobs and bake 
full-time. They outgrew their 
kitchen, and decided to open 
a bakery in Columbia.

The couple, along 
with their daughter Kristi, 
decided to team up with a 
local attorney who owned a 
building suitable for a bakery. 
On April 21, 2011, the family 
opened Sweet Temptations 
Bakery on Main Street.

Sweet Temptations 
quickly became one of the 
Midlands most popular 
bakeries.  Customers flocked 
to the store for the Wilson’s 
signature pound cakes, 
sour cream & butter cream 
cakes, cupcakes, cookies and 
brownies.

Although the Wilsons 
developed a loyal following, 
the business relationship with 
the attorney soured.  Daughter 
Kristi left the business over 
18 months ago.  Her parents 

eventually left as well.
“There was a bad 

partnership, and me and my 
parents had to walk,” Kristi 
recalled.

Kristi got a job at 
a Caribbean restaurant, 
followed by jobs at Bi-Lo 
and Food Lion.  But she still 
loved baking, so she decided 
to open her own bakery.  She 
secured a building and quit 
her job at Food Lion in May 
2019.  She decided to name 
the bakery Cakes L’Amor, 
which is French for love.

The bakery officially 
opened on June 5, 2019.  The 
company celebrated their 
Grand Opening with a Ribbon 
Cutting Ceremony last Friday 
(November 1).

Cakes L’Amor sells the 
same great baked good that 
the Wilson family has become 
famous for.  Kristi has over 
20 flavors of cakes, such as 
lemon pound, butter pound, 
key lime, pineapple and 
butter cream.  These cakes 
can be topped with at least 
six different flavors of icing.  
They also have a line of what 
they call “splash cakes.”

“The summer splash 
cake is key lime and lemon,” 

Rev. Glenn Wigfall (left), Pastor of Haskell Heights First 
Baptist Church is pictured with Eugene Washington.
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Making history
Barry Walker elected as Mayor of Irmo, SC

Barry Walker made history 
this week when he was elected 
Mayor of the Town of Irmo.  
Walker, who has served on the 
Irmo Town Council for 15 years, 
is the first African American 
elected to serve as Mayor.  He 
is only the second African-
American elected to serve as 
mayor in any municipality in 
Lexington County.

Walker was the former 
owner of Mac’s On Main 
Restaurant in downtown 
Columbia.  Featuring “jazz, 
blues and BBQ,” people from 
around the county stop by 
the restaurant to visit “Chef 
Fatback” as he was also known.  
The restaurant was a frequent 
stop for national and regional 
politicians when they visited 
the Midlands.    He closed 
Mac’s On Main in 2013.

Walker was first elected 
to the Irmo Town Council in 
2004.  He was re-elected to his 
fourth term in 2017.  This was 
also not his first time running 
for mayor.  He first ran for 

mayor of Irmo in 2007.
Walker and the incumbent 

Mayor Hardy King, frequently 
clashed in town council 
meetings.  Walker, along 
with political novice Mike 
Ward, challenged King for the 
mayor’s position.

Irmo voters decided to 

make a change and elected 
Walker.  He won with 54 
percent of the vote.  Walker 
received 384 votes, King 
received 177 votes and Ward 
received 136.  In addition, 
two council members who 
frequently voted with King 
were defeated.

Barry Walker Sr., Mayor-elect of Irmo, SC

A $100,000 contribution to the Cecil 
Williams Civil Rights Museum in Orangeburg 
has been announced with naming rights to one 
of the museum’s’ 8 history galleries.

“In accordance with wishes of the donors, 
Kathy and Kenneth Chenault of the Ayco 
Charitable Foundation, the entrance foyer and 
gallery in the museum has been named the, 
‘Briggs-Delaine-Pearson Gallery Sponsored by 
the Quick Family,’” stated museum founder and 
photographer, Cecil Williams.

The Gallery, named in recognition of Harry 
Briggs, Sr., Rev. J.A. Delaine and Levi Pearson 
of Clarendon County were individuals involved 
in the court case, Briggs v. Elliott, credited with 
sparking the Civil Rights Movement, and the 
historic US Supreme Court decision, Brown v. 
Board of Education.

“This donation was a surprise and blessing,” 
stated Williams, who single-handedly opened 
the history museum August 8 in Orangeburg.  
“The donation will be used to enhance facilities, 
acquire historic artifacts, and provide us with 
an unstoppable momentum. My obsession 
in this effort is to preserve the extraordinary 
contributions by South Carolinians to the 
Civil Rights Movement Era —to make this 
museum—second to none. Without a museum 
with this mission, the pioneering contributions 
and wisdom of countless minds, hearts, and 
lives would be lost.”

The Chenault contribution came along as a 
direct result of a July 4 reunion visit and tour 
of the Cecil Williams Museum by the Quick 
Family, descendants of Addison Evans Quick 
and Lucy Ann Allman Quick.

In the Quick Family reunion group 
that visited the Cecil Williams Civil Rights 
Museum, sat Kathy and Kenneth Chenault. 
Kenneth Chenault, is an American business 
executive formerly CEO and Chairman of 
American Express from 2001 until 2018. He is 
the third African American CEO of a Fortune 
500 company.

The entire Quick family have a long-
standing connection with South Carolina and 
Orangeburg. As recently reported in the press, 
the first Quicks, Addison Evans Quick and his 
wife, Lucy Ann Allman, moved to Orangeburg 
in around 1909 and moved into a home near, 
Quicktown; an area extending off East Russell 
Street. Rev. Quick became Pastor of Trinity 
Methodist Episcopal Church and almost all 
of his children obtained degrees from Claflin 
University. In the 1960s, the Quick family 
children participating in South Carolina civil 
rights activities included, Audrey and George 
Quick, both graduates of South Carolina State 
College.

Thanks to rising visitations and support 

She’s got moves, she’s 
got rhythm, she’s got hits, and 
she’s known around the world 
for her incredible tunes. Join us 
on Friday, November 15, 2019 
at 7:30 PM at Harbison Theatre 
at Midlands Technical College 
for Thelma Houston’s Motown 
Experience. Houston will 
perform classics from her 
time at Motown Records and 
original compositions that 
have toured the globe.

A Mississippi native, 
Houston started out in the 
’60s performing gospel music 
with the Art Reynolds Singers. 
She found fame when she 
signed to Capitol Records in 
1967 and released her first hit 
song, Baby Mine.

With Motown Records, 
Houston claimed the top of 
the Pop, R&B, and Dance 
charts with her high-powered 
rendition of Don’t Leave Me 
This Way. That gold-record 

classic gave Houston the 
distinction of being the first 
solo female artist at Motown 
to win the GRAMMY Award 
for “Best R&B Female Vocal 
Performance.”

“We are beyond thrilled to 
roll out the red carpet for this 
Motown legend,” says Kristin 
Cobb, Executive Director at 
Harbison Theatre at Midlands 
Technical College. “We’re so 
excited to welcome her to the 
Midlands next week!”

Tickets for Thelma 
Houston’s Harbison Theatre 
at MTC performance can 
be purchased online at 
HarbisonTheatre.org or by 
calling the box office at (803) 
407-5011.

Motown star coming to Columbia
Thelma Houston to bring “Motown Experience” to 

Harbison Theatre

Disco and R&B superstar 
Thelma Houston is pictured 
ont the cover of her 2007 
album, A Woman’s Touch.
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