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NFL to commit $3 million 
to communities of color 
hard hit by Coronavirus

The NFL, through its Inspire 
Change platform and the 
Players Coalition, announced 
a donation of $3,050,000 to 
seven markets that have been 
significantly impacted by 
COVID-19. Recipients of the 
funds include health systems, 
individual hospitals, and non-
profit organizations in Atlanta, 
Ga., Baltimore, Md., Chicago, 
Ill., Detroit, Mich., Florida, 
Louisiana, and Washington, 
D.C.

Confirmed Coronavirus 
cases in Africa top 30,000
As of Monday, April 27, 32,979 
people across Africa have been 
infected with COVID-19, and 
1,465 have died, according to 
the COVID19 Africa website. 
The number of people who have 
recovered is 9,933. South Africa 
has the most cases, 4,793. Egypt 
has 4,782. Morocco has 4,120 
and Algeria 3,517, followed 
Cameroon (1,621) and Ghana 
(1,550). Nigeria (1,273), Guinea 
(1,163), Cote d’Ivoire (1,150) 
and Djibouti (1,035) are the 
only other African country with 
more than 1,000 cases.

Former Charleston City 
Councilman dies

Former Charleston City Coun-
cilman, civic leader, activist 
and entrepreneur Louis Waring 
died April 16. He was 94. 
Raised in Charleston’s rural St. 
Andrew’s Parish West Ashley, 
he became a prominent leader 
in business, the community and 
civil activism. He was an astute 
businessman and real estate 
developer.  Waring won a seat 
on Charleston City Council in 
1993 and served four terms.  He 
served as Mayor Pro Tem in 
1995 and 2006.

Civil Rights leaders urge 
Black Americans to stay 

home
In a letter authored by Rev. Al 
Sharpton (NAN), Rev. Dr. W. 
Franklyn Richardson (CNBC), 
Sherrilyn Ifill (NAACP, LDF), 
Marc Morial (NUL), Derrick 
Johnson (NAACP), Melanie 
Campbell (BWR) and Kristen 
Clarke (Lawyers’ Committee) 
encouraging people to stay 
at home.  The letter was in 
reaction to several governors’ 
plans to re-open their state. 
“The actions of these governors, 
which demonstrate reckless 
disregard for the health and life 
of Black residents, compel us to 
speak out,” they said.

Governor McMaster 
extends State of Emergency

State-in-place order extended for 15 more days
On Monday, April 27, Governor Henry 

McMaster issued Executive Order 2020-29, 
which declares a state of emergency throughout 
the state and allows for the state’s response to 
COVID-19, and the ever-evolving challenges 
the pandemic presents, to continue.

“South Carolina continues to fight this 
deadly virus with every asset and resource 
available,” said Gov. Henry McMaster. “While 
we are making progress, we must remain 
vigilant with expanding prevention and testing 
efforts. Our state is also facing an economic 
disruption and emergency the likes of which 
we’ve never seen, and we are working tirelessly 
to get our businesses back up and running and 
our people back to work as soon and as safely 
as possible.”

By law, the governor can declare a state of 
emergency for up to 15 days. His most recent 
executive order declaring a state of emergency 
was issued on April 12 and expires today. The 
governor has now issued four executive orders 

declaring unique states of emergency based on 
the changing threats and challenges presented 
by the virus.

All existing executive orders issued by the 
governor will remain in effect with the new state 
of emergency, unless or until they are otherwise 
rescinded. While the state of emergency can 
last for 15 days, the governor can, at any time, 
rescind individual orders he has issued to 
respond to the virus’ impact to the state and he 
will do so in accordance with the advice and 
recommendations of the state’s public health 
experts.

In addition, all schools in South Carolina 
will remain closed for the 2019-2020 school 
year.  All elections in South Carolina scheduled 
before May 12, 2020 will also be postponed.

As of April 27, 2020, South Carolina 
Department of Health and Environmental 
Control has identified at least 5,613 confirmed 
cases of COVID-19 in the State of South 
Carolina, including 177 deaths.

SCNAACP State Conference President calls 
on government and partners to 

provide an equitable response to COVID-19
While South Carolina 

administration and federal 
agencies work to address the 
pandemic in the US overall, 
the SCNAACP continues to 
focus on the needs of African 
Americans and other people 
of color during this crisis. As 
a civil rights organization and 
as stewards of human rights, 
this outbreak calls on us to 
maintain vigilance and lift our 
voices to demand the policies 
and practices that will preserve 
the wellbeing of all.

Disproportionately, we’re 
already seeing injustices that 
must be addressed before 
they worsen and cause further 
damage within the African 
American communities. 
We must recognize and 
stand up against racial/

ethnic discrimination and 
stereotyping. It is my position 
that our state and local 
governments must ensure 
necessary policies, practices, 
testing of all citizens, ensuring 
proper Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE) for health 
professionals and that 
needed information, training, 
resources, and care are 
available equitably and reach 
all people in all communities.

The Coronavirus 
pandemic has had an impact on 
our health, education, voting 
systems, economics, affecting 
student success, representation 
of our communities, and more.

“This pandemic has 
exposed the underlying 
inequality that exists 
everywhere, particularly in 

the U.S. healthcare system, 
resulting in harm to African 
Americans at a drastically 
disproportionate rate. The 
nation has seen only a small 
glimpse into the reality that 
has resonated within the 
Black community for decades. 
Our communities remain 
marginalized, underfunded, 
and largely forgotten on every 
imaginable scale.”

I look forward to working 
with federal, state, local 
leaders; while coordinating 
with elected officials, coalition 
partners to address the 
SCNAACP specific concerns 
which will help all Americans 
and ease the impact of this 
pandemic with an equitable 
solution to sustain the 
marginalized of this state.

Joined by a few elected officials and community activists, National Action Network 
and the South Carolina NAACP officials gathered in front of the State House on 
Monday to call for a more equitable response to the Coronavirus outbreak.

Protesters demand an end to 
South Carolina’s lockdown

Thousands of people protested the coronavirus quarantine 
measures imposed by the State of South Carolina to slow the 
spread of the pandemic. The protest was held on April 24, 
2020 in front of the South Carolina State House. Hundreds 
of people held a noisy rally at the corner of Main and Gervais 
streets, while hundreds of banner-covered cars, trucks and 
motorcycles traveled Main, Gervais, Sumter and Assembly 
streets honking their horns.  Simultaneously, another rally 
was conducted on the State House steps featuring speakers 
demanding Governor McMaster end the shutdown.  U.S. 
Senate candidate Dwayne Buckner was the keynote speaker.

Richland County distributes 
over 6,000 masks

Richland County Councilwoman Yvonne McBride (District 
3), Bishop Eric J. Freeman of The Meeting Place Church of Greater 
Columbia, and area neighborhood associations and community 
members came together to distribute hundreds of masks to the 
citizens of Richland County. The event took place on Friday, April 
24 at The Meeting Place Church of Greater Columbia, located at 
201 Columbia Mall Blvd. in Columbia.

McBride represents Council District 3, which includes 
portions of the 29223, 29203 and 29229 ZIP codes that are among 
the areas with Richland County’s highest number of COVID-19 
cases.

“The Meeting Place Church of Greater Columbia gave an 
awe-inspiring donation of 6,000 masks for citizens in District 3 
and other areas with high numbers of COVID-19 cases. This effort 
was the largest community mask giveaway drive-thru in Richland 
County, and I am thankful to have been asked to take part. Bishop 
Eric Freeman and the entire Meeting Place Church family have 
done a tremendous public service, and I am grateful for their 
generosity and efforts to help others,” McBride said.

McBride said other communities in District 3 also will receive 
masks to use in giveaway outreach efforts for vulnerable neighbors.

The remaining masks will go to nonprofit organizations to 
provide to residents in need.

Richland County Councilwoman Yvonne McBride (left) and 
Richland County EMS staff members prepare to distribute 
masks at the Meeting Place Church.

Making adjustments
Drake Travel owner Alvenia 

Dinkins reveals how to deal with 
disruptions in the travel industry

By Kiara Lewis
BUSINESS UPDATE

In June of 2005, Alvenia 
Dinkins turned her vacation-
planning passion into a thriv-
ing business called Drake 
Travel. The travel agency 
specializes in group travel and 
has engrossed clients from all 
over the nation over the past 
15 years. As the world under-
goes an unprecedented crisis, 
Dinkins has taken time out to 
share insights regarding her 
business during this time.
Q: How has the pandemic 
affected your business?

A: We’ve picked up more 
clients over the years; how-
ever, due to the virus going 
on now, everyone’s struggling 
because now we’re having 
to cancel everything. Every-
thing is being canceled all the 
way up until probably Sep-
tember or November of this 

year. No one really wants to 
go flying on a plane or ride a 
train or take a bus trip. So, it’s 
a matter of getting everyone’s 
money back. It’s a struggle for 
some businesses that are inde-
pendent contractors that are 
doing the travel business. The 
ones that are probably LLCs, 

Alvenia Dinkins

Continued on page 8

By Patricia Abraham
CELEBRATION

During this Covid-19 
Pandemic, we want to keep 
the community informed and 
engaged.  We also want to 
help you honor your Mom and 
celebrate her for Mother’s 
Day.  So on Saturday, May 
9, 2020 (Mother’s Day Eve), 

Celebrating Mother’s Day
This year, you can honor your mother with a 

“Virtual” live concert and dinner
the Carolina Panorama is 
hosting a Mothers celebration 
featuring a “virtual” dinner 
and concert.

The Virtual Concert 
will feature a live online 
performance by saxophonist 
David Glymph. Local 
restaurants will offer a 
Mother’s Day Eve Dinner 

special for you to pick up 
before the show. Curbside pre-
paid dinner pickup available 
before the show.

The concert will begin 
promptly at 6:30 p.m.

Participating restaurants 
will be announced next week, 
and tickets will be available at 
CarolinaBoxOffice.com.

Free Coronavirus testing available for 
residents who live in the 29203 zip code
The Medical University 

of South Carolina will offer 
free testing for coronavirus at 
Eau Claire High School (4800 
Monticello Road in Columbia, 
SC) this Wednesday, Thursday, 
and Friday between the hours 
of 10:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m.

Data collected by the 
Department of Health and 

Environmental Control 
(DHEC) shows that the 29203 
zip code is among the state’s 
top coronavirus hot spots. 
As of Monday, there were 75 
confirmed COVID-19 cases in 
29203, but DHEC estimates 
there could be over 530 cases 
in the zip code.

Test will go on until health 

officials determine that it is no 
longer needed.  Officials stress 
that no one will be turned 
away.

“We’re going to grab as 
much of the population as 
we can,” said state Rep. Todd 
Rutherford, whose district is 
based in the 29203 area.


