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Highway 19 in Cannon Falls will be repaved. Page 3.

Serving Cannon Falls Since 1991! 

Lindell Heating & Air Conditioning Wishes CANNON FALLS

All of Us at Lindell are THANKFULL for 30 Years 
of Your Business, Trust & Loyalty

THANK YOU CANNON FALLS FOR 30 YEARS & COUNTING!

PLEASE SEE OUTSIDE BACK COVER OF THIS NEWSPAPER

FOR OUR ONCE-IN-A-LIFETIME SPECIAL  

30th ANNIVERSARY THANKSGIVING OFFER!

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!HAPPY THANKSGIVING!

sandstromrepair.com • 507-263-797930127 59th Ave Way, Cannon Falls, MN

Family Owned Business  
Family Owned Business  Operated for over 25 years

Operated for over 25 years

See COVID Page 14

BY ALEC HAMILTON

A 
petition was filed with the 
Cannon Falls school district 
Friday, Nov. 19, calling for 

a special election to fill the school 
board seat vacated by Anna Olson 
and rejecting the appointment of 
Diane Johnson to the open seat. 

The school board voted to appoint 
Johnson to the vacant seat at its Oct. 
25 meeting.

The petition gathered about 500 
signatures of residents who want 
the open board position filled by 
special election rather than ap-
pointment. It cited several rea-
sons for the filing of the petition, 
including:
• The board not having candidates 
present themselves to the public, 
the lack of public discussion about 
the appointment and the board not 
soliciting public comment.
• The board amended the wording 
of the resolution that approved 
Johnson’s appointment due to a 
typo, but never resubmitted the 
resolution for approval, which 
the petition claims makes her 
appointment invalid. 

• The petition claims that 
Minnesota Statute requires the 
board conduct a special election to 
fill the position.

District Superintendent Jeff 
Sampson said the district had re-
ceived the petition and it will be pre-
sented to the board. He had no fur-
ther comment.

Previously, Sampson had said if a 
valid petition is presented, the board 
would appoint another member and 
that state law does not require an 
election.

The petition includes a list of griev-
ances against the school, school 

board and district. It says that a com-
mon theme among signatories was 
that the residents of the district are 
not being listened to; it claims John-
son had an unwarranted outburst 
toward the public during a Septem-
ber board meeting and should not be 
representing the district; and that the 
board rejected public input in spite 
of its own policy regarding public 
participation.

The petition finishes by calling for 
a special election at the same time as 
the Feb. 8 referendum and is signed 
by Mark Lund a former school board 
member from Cannon Falls. 

CANNON FALLS SCHOOL BOARD

1Giving to the Max:  
$34.3 million was raised 

for Minnesota nonprofits and 
schools during Give to the Max 
2021 on Thursday. A total of 6,457 
organizations received donations. 

2Care boxes: The Cannon Falls 
American Legion post is once 

again assembling care packages 
for the military. Last year, 609 boxes 
were shipped. Check out Page 17 
for how you can donate this year.

3Deck The Falls: Kick-off the 
holiday season on Saturday 

by shopping local businesses 
on Small Business Saturday and 
complete the day with Deck the 
Falls events from 5-6:30 p.m.

500-plus petition for  
election to fill vacancy

COVID-19

COVID cases 
surging
Red Wing graduate 
dies of complications
BY SARAH KNIEFF

On Nov. 16, six days after 19 year-old 
Shelby Hinsch of Goodhue County died from 
COVID, the Minnesota Department of Health 
held a press conference to discuss the lat-
est virus information with three leading 
professionals. 


