
VOL. 43, ISSUE 26 FREE CANNONBEACHGAZETTE.COM December 27, 2019

She Said ‘yeS’ ...

Cannon Beach eyes food/beverage tax
Kathleen Stinson
For The Gazette

The Cannon Beach City 
Council met in work 

session last week to discuss 
whether to explore the feasi-
bility and desirability of asking 
voters to approve a food and 
beverage tax.

City Manager Bruce St. 
Denis stated in his staff report: 

“We do not know yet if it is 
possible, but the potential to 
reduce the financial burden 
of a City Hall/Police Station 
and addressing water supply 
resiliency is significant. 

“Staff is renewing our 
efforts, including initiating 
efforts to reach out to commu-
nities that have said they plan 
on proceeding with a referral 
(vote).”

St. Denis said the result of 
the meeting was that “council 
directed staff to investigate 
the possibilities, but decided 
not to try to get (it) on a May 
2020 ballot for the referral 
question.”  

The City of Ashland has 
such a tax. The tax-rates.org 
website states: “Oregon is one 
of five states with no statewide 
sales tax, but Oregon law 

still allows municipalities or 
cities to enact their own local 
sales taxes at their discretion. 
Ashland, for example, has a 
5% local sales tax on the sale 
of prepared food.”  

The Gazette contacted the 
City of Ashland last week 
and obtained a copy of its FY 
2018/2019 financial report, 
which states that the total food 
and beverage tax revenues for 

the year was $3,115,000. 
The report shows how much 

of that revenue went into funds 
for wastewater, street, capital 
improvement and central 
services.

The tax has been in effect 
since 2010, the report shows.

The Gazette subsequently 
contacted several restaurants 
in Cannon Beach for their 
comments on the issue, with 

only Paul Nofield, co-owner of 
the Driftwood Restaurant and 
Lounge, responding.

Nofield said he would favor 
such a tax on the condition that 
it be specified exactly where 
the revenues would be spent 
and when the tax would sunset. 

He also said he favors hav-
ing an oversight committee 
to track how and where the 
money is spent.

(Top) Portland real es-
tate broker Chris Merz 
proposes to Samantha 

Vanwilgen, a medical 
student and his girl-

friend of two years in 
Cannon Beach. Photo 
courtesy Julie Adams 

Photography. (Bottom) 
Samantha displays her 
ring, which is a Mertz 

family heirloom. Photo 
by Joe Warren.

Cannon Beach proposal 
took a lot of work

Joe Warren
For The Gazette

Chris Merz put a lot of thought and 
time into his proposal to Saman-

tha Vanwilgen, his girlfriend of two 
years, before popping the question Oct. 
26 in Cannon Beach. 

His plan took his fiancee totally by 
surprise. 

Metz is something of a romantic - like 
his father, Kevin Merz, who proposed to 
his wife and Chris’ mother in 1984 by 
arranging for the message “Please Suzi 
will you marry me, Love Kevin” on the 
marquee of the Arlene Schnitzer Concert 
Hall in Portland.

Chris said his father was the first 
person in Portland to ever use that iconic 
marquee to propose marriage. And, yes, 
Suzi said, “Totally yes, yes, yes” while 
standing along Southwest Broadway 
hugging Kevin. “He’s such a romantic 
guy.”

That romantic gene must have been 

passed along to the couple’s son. Chris 
said he wanted to do something huge. 
And he did. 

He came up with a plan to get Saman-
tha to the beach for the weekend so he 
could surprise her with his proposal. “I 
didn’t want her to know anything was 
up,” he said. “I wanted this to take her 
totally by surprise, just like when my 
father proposed to my mother back in 
’84.”

Chris told her his father had won a 
bid on a weekend package while at a 
fundraiser in Portland for the WYMM 
Foundation. Chris told Samantha his 
mother and father could not use the 
package, so they were giving it to them. 

The weekend would include two 
nights’ stay, breakfast, lunch, dinner, 
hikes, spa time, a scavenger hunt, a trip 
to the Cannon Beach Distillery, fire-
works at dusk and time with friends at 
Ecola State Park, plus the use of a cabin 
with views of the ocean on three sides.

Chris had manufactured the name 

of the charity foundation to keep his 
story rolling … WYMM, which stands 
for “Will You Marry Me.” He even 
designed a website for the WYMM 
Foundation so he could show Samantha 
it was a legitimate entity. 

The car he arranged to pick them up 
in Cannon Beach on Saturday morning 
had WYMM Foundation signs on the 
doors. There was even a loose itinerary 
for the day with the WYMM Foundation 
logo on the letterhead.

For Samantha, it was to be a weekend 
escape from her studies to be a doctor. 
“She had no idea,” Chris said. “It was 
perfect, she was definitely surprised.” 

When the driver took the couple to 
the cabin, Chris had decorated it to the 
hilt. He had placed more than 150 can-
dles around the building.

The couple took a short walk to the 
spot Chis had picked for his proposal. 

n See PROPOSAL, Page 3

Helping your 
neighbors in 
an emergency

Kathleen Stinson
For The Gazette

What makes a person want to help someone else?
A group of volunteers in Cannon Beach 

believe they know the answer to that question. 
They are the Cannon Beach Community Emergency 

Response Team (CERT).
Mary Beth Cottle is the CERT coordinator in Cannon 

Beach. “This community has a history of being resilient 
and able to come together and making sure everyone is 
taken care of,” said Cottle.

In 2007, a windstorm knocked out the community’s 
electricity for more than a week, she said. “During that 
time, the community came together to support each other 
– restaurants gave food away… everyone was warm and 
was fed,” she said. 

“My goal is to make sure we maintain that level of 
community spirit and increase our outreach.”

CERT volunteers are trained in a variety of skills, 
including first aid, and how to assist in search and rescue 
and the extrication of people who are trapped, for exam-
ple.

“A lot of people want to donate time to the commu-
nity and (CERT) is a good way to do that,” said Cannon 
Beach Chief of Police Jason Schermerhorn.

Cannon Beach CERT has about 60 members, 
Schermerhorn said. The group has conducted training in 
Seaside and Gearhart, too.

“The CERT members are critical to the confidence of 
the community to handle non-emergency and emergency 
situations,” said Rick Hudson, the city’s emergency 
services manager.

“We are building a bolstered CERT program for 
Cannon Beach. This program had been established in the 
past, but had stalled out. 

“We will be having monthly training meetings and 
exercises to take the training to an operational level to 
improve the resiliency of Cannon Beach.” 

Cottle said she attends meetings of the Clatsop County 
Citizens Corps Council, which is comprised of several 
different emergency preparedness groups. “One thing I 
am pretty passionate about is countywide, we need to be 
a tight team,” she said. 

“If something happens, we need to mobilize to help 
each other.”

She said the goal is to “make sure the county is as 
prepared as possible” in the event of a debilitating storm, 
a landslide or any disaster, whether natural or manmade.

The county has an emergency alert system, she said. 
“The link for the Clatsop Alerts is https://bit.ly/32aSffk, 
and for questions and information email clasopemd@
co.clatsop.or.us or call 503-325-8645.”

For more information or to volunteer for CERT, call 
Cottle at 503-880-4425.

Pets can rely 
on help, too

Kathleen Stinson
For The Gazette

In the event of a community-wide emergency, 
Cannon Beach has a group of volunteers who are 

trained to help rescue pets.
Dr. Bob Kroll, a retired veterinarian, started the Can-

non Beach Disaster Animal Response Team, which now 
has about 30 members.

“During Hurricane Katrina, many people refused to 
evacuate their homes because they wouldn’t leave their 
pets behind,” Dr. Kroll said. He said that “not only puts 
animals and people at risk, but also first-responders at 
risk,” because they keep returning to help the people 
who refuse to leave.

Kroll said that in 2006, after Hurricane Katrina, the 
federal government passed the Pets Evacuation and 
Transportation Standards Act (PETS).

“The PETS Act authorizes the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency to provide rescue, care, shelter and 
essential needs for individuals with household pets and 
service animals, and to the household pets and animals 
themselves following a major disaster or emergency,” as 
stated on the American Veterinarian Medical Associa-

n See PETS, Page 4
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MULTI-MODULAR
Early Childhood Screening Fair

Tillamook County Fairgrounds
4603 Third Street, Tillamook

Call now for an appointment: 
503-815-2292

January 22 – 23, 2020

SIGN UP 
today for all 2 
to 6 year olds, 
regardless of 
income

AdventistHealthTillamook.org

Crossword answers on page 5.

H48398

We wish to thank all of our clients 
for your business and support.
Wishing you a

All brokers listed with firm are licensed in the state of Oregon

Active Members of &
What is RMLS? As the Northwest’s largest REALTOR®-owned 
Multiple Listing Service(MLS), RMLS serves approximately 10,000 
Real Estate Professionals in over 2,200 offices licensed in Oregon 
and Washington. 

296 N. Spruce St. • Cannon Beach • (503) 436-0451
www.duanejohnson.com

Duane Johnson
Chris Childress
Jeff Etchison

Michael Henderson
Jeremy Youngquist

Cannon Beach event benefits school’s culinary program
Hilary Dorsey

For The Gazette

The culinary program 
at Seaside High School 
recently received a check 
for $2,524.54 from the 
Cannon Beach Chamber of 
Commerce’s “North Coast 
Culinary Fest: A Celebration 
of James Beard in Cannon 
Beach.” 

The funds were raised 
from the inaugural event last 
May. 

“The money will be used 
to support the program as a 
whole, as well as … to take 
the culinary team to state 
ProStart competition and 
national competitions as 
needed,” said Chelsea Archi-
bald, who teaches culinary 
arts at Seaside High School. 

Archibald said many of 
the school’s students volun-
teered last spring during the 
James Beard Culinary Fest as 
greeters and servers, helping 
prepare food and attending 

the James Beard film at The 
Times theatre. 

“This was our first event 
together,” Archibald said. 

Jim Paino and Buddie 
Anderson from the Cannon 
Beach Chamber, along with 
North Coast Culinary Fest 
committee chairman Bob 
Neroni of EVOO and event 
coordinator Tracy Abel, sat 
down with Archibald and 
high school principal Jeff 
Roberts to recap last year’s 
event and talk about the up-

coming 2020 event May 
15-17. 

At this point, Seaside 
High’s culinary program 
is planning to assist with 
next May’s event. “We 
are planning on having 
six to eight students in 
the kitchen preparing 
food for the (event’s) 
Sunday brunch,” Archi-
bald said. 

“The students can also 
help serve at the brunch 
if they are interested in 
seeing both back-of-
house and front-of-house 
parts of the event. 

“We are grateful for the 
donation from the Culinary 
Fest and looking forward to 

another enriching event for 
both students and partici-
pants.” 

Tickets for May’s event 
will go on sale soon at www.
cannonbeach.org. 

The culinary program at Seaside High School receives a $2,524.54 check from 
the North Coast Culinary Fest. Photo by Buddie Anderson.

Find what you need in the 
Gazette Classifieds
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facebook.com/AHTillamook
adventisthealthtillamook.org

Call to artists
Adventist Health Tillamook announces a call 
to artists for the Art for the Heart exhibition 
February 1 – 28, 2020. 

Join us in raising awareness about heart health. 
All mediums may be entered; prizes will be 
awarded.

Submit heart theme art by January 24, 2020.

For more information email AHTM.info@ah.org.

Art
for the

503.436.9000

Cannon Beach Office  |  130 N Hemlock, Suite 1  |  CascadeSothebysRealty.com

421 CHILKOOT TRL | CANNON BEACH
5 BD | 3 BA | 4,532 SF | .16 AC | $599,950

Sally Conrad, Broker | 503.440.2111

MLS #18181484

107 W WASHINGTON ST | CANNON BEACH 
2 BD | 1 BA | 1,072 SF | $688,000

Robin Risley, Principal Broker | 503.738.2888

MLS #19057096

17655 LOMMEN RD | NEHALEM
3 BD | 2 BA | 2,352 SF | $625,000

Dennis Coxen, Broker | 503.388.2526
Camilla Arlit, Broker | 310.400.9164

MLS #19139900

316 3RD ST | MANZANITA
5 BD | 3 BA | 3,111 SF | $569,000

Leisha Mizee-Riggert, Principal Broker | 503.801.4741

MLS #19-1204

730 NE LILLIAN LN | DEPOE BAY
3 BD | 2.1 BA | 2,520 SF | $519,000

Lisa Morrigan, Broker | 541.921.1090

MLS #19395658 

250 SW 60TH LOOP | SOUTH BEACH
3 BD | 2.1 BA | 2,212  SF | $569,000
Jack Winter, Broker | 503.799.1907

MLS #19010754

1748 VIEW POINT TERRACE | CANNON BEACH
4 BD | 3 BA | 2,756 SF | $1,145,000

Sally Conrad, Broker | 503.440.2111

 
MLS #19-1391

726 H ST | GEARHART
4 BD | 3 BA | 2,371 SF | $799,900

Pat Ordway, Principal Broker | 503.440.0726
Michael Hague, Broker | 503.338.9097

 
MLS #19079268

1658 FOREST LAWN RD | CANNON BEACH
3 BD | 3 BA | 2,152 SF | $1,800,000
Cole Horsley, Broker | 503.739.0283

MLS #18212297

80644 HWY 101 | CANNON BEACH
2 BD | 3 BA | 3,348 SF | $6,250,000
Sally Conrad, Broker | 503.440.2111

MLS #19-1245

640 N OAK ST | CANNON BEACH
4 BD | 5 BA | 4,832 SF | 1.4 AC |$4,850,000

Cole Horsley, Broker | 503.739.0283

MLS #19-926

32307 RUBY LN | CANNON BEACH
2 BD | 2 BA | 3,040 SF | $3,995,000
Cole Horsley, Broker | 503.739.0283

MLS #19-221

34475 PINYON DR | MANZANITA
4 BD | 3 BA | 1,963 SF | $469,000

Reet Vaga, Principal Broker | 503.440.3112

MLS #19-658

259 FIRST ST | MANZANITA
2 BD | 2 BA | 1,063  SF | $399,000

Meadow Davis, Principal Broker | 503.812.9543

MLS #19-1277 

LUNGOMARE AVE | MANZANITA
0.10 AC | Land | $565,000

Meadow Davis, Principal Broker | 503.812.9543

MLS #17-1690

402 1ST ST | MANZANITA
3 BD | 2.5 BA | 1,404 SF | $479,000
Erin Laskey, Broker | 503.809.9434

MLS #19-1471

Are You Looking To Move?
With 325 brokers in 14 offices in Oregon and SW Washington, we are the 11th largest Sotheby’s affiliate in the 

world. In 2018, we were ranked the number one brokerage firm in Oregon by the number of transactions.  
Contact one of our brokers to help you meet your real estate objectives.

If you are a real estate professional seeking an empowering move, contact Michael Babbitt confidentially at (503) 770-0355

Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated

The sun was setting over the 
ocean to the west and with his 
grandmother’s wedding ring 
secure in his pocket, it was 
time. 

Chris got down on one 
knee and popped the question. 
At his signal, fireworks went 
off in the distance. A hired 
photographer captured the 
romantic scene.

Samantha said yes.  
 “I’m surprised at all he 

did to pull this off,” she said. 
“And it makes me wonder 
about him. Can this be the 
end of the surprises?” 

Chris is a real estate broker 
in Portland and Samantha 
is attending medical school. 
Their marriage is set for Aug. 
1, 2020 in Portland.

Chris Merz created a fake website for the WYMM 
Foundation, which is an acronym for will  you merry 
me, to keep his story alive. Gazette graphic. 

n Proposal
Continued from Page 1

Cannon Beach event benefits school’s culinary program
Joseph Bernt

Library Volunteer

The Northwest Authors 
Series seeks submis-

sions for the Second Annual 
Writers’ Read Celebration 
planned for Feb. 28 at the 
library. 

The deadline for sub-
mission of essays, stories, 
poems and other literary 
writings on the theme 
“Views From the North 
Coast” is Jan. 17.

This is an opportunity to 
write about your relation-
ship to the north coast, to 
describe your vision of the 
north coast, to explain what 
draws you here and how 
you feel connected to these 
surroundings.

Authors may submit as 
many as three items (po-
ems, essays, short stories, 
profiles, descriptions and so 
forth). Each entry, however, 
is limited to no more than 
600 words. 

They should be emailed 
to info@cannonbeachli-

brary.org, or postal deliv-
ered to the Cannon Beach 
Library, P.O. Box 486, 
Cannon Beach, OR  97110. 
Accompany the entries with 
a separate cover letter con-
taining the writer’s name, 
email address and telephone 
number. 

A panel of judges will 
read all entries and ask as 
many as 10 authors to read 
submissions at the Writers 
Read Celebration.

Here’s another early 
announcement: Fisher-
poets - Jon Broderick, 
Dave Densmore, Geno 
Leech, Rob Seitz and Jay 
Speakman - will read their 
original poetry and play 
their tunes at a special event 
sponsored by the Northwest 
Authors Series on Jan. 19 at 
2 p.m.

This event shouldn’t be 
missed. Last winter, the 
fisherpoets proved they 
could rock a packed library. 
Be there or be square, to 
paraphrase the Beat Gener-
ation.

Cannon Beach Reads 
begins its14th year of 
discussing important fiction 
and nonfiction by Pacific 
Northwest, American 
and international authors. 
Members of Cannon Beach 
Reads will discuss “Or-
egon’s Greatest Natural 
Disasters” by Eugene author 
William L Sullivan on Jan. 

Cannon Beach Library offers 
variety of literary experiences

n See LIBRARY, Page 4



December 27, 20194 CannonBeachGazette.com  |  Cannon Beach Gazette

Friday, Dec. 27
Holiday Foods Around 
the World- 4-10:30 p.m. at 
participating restaurants. Visit 
participating Cannon Beach 
restaurants as they feature 
unique food and beverage 
specials highlighting traditions 
from many different countries 
and cultures.

Saturday, Dec. 28
Holiday Foods Around 

the World- 4-10:30 p.m. at 
participating restaurants. Visit 
participating Cannon Beach 
restaurants as they feature 
unique food and beverage 
specials highlighting traditions 
from many different countries 
and cultures.

Sunday, Jan. 12
A Soft Place to Land 
Monthly Women’s Inten-
tion Circle- 3 p.m. -  5 a.m. 
at 115 W Nelchena St, Cannon 
Beach OR 97110. Topic: Collage 
Your Intention for the New Year. 
$10 love offering or a goodie to 
share is requested.

Sunday, Jan. 12
Monthly Chamber Break-
fast Meeting- 7:45 a.m. to 9 
a.m. around town. Each month 
plan on hearing an enlight-
ening and concise update on 
Chamber activities and enjoy a 
discussion by a local business 
owner or special dignitary.

Thursday, Jan. 16
A Deadly Wind: The 
1962 Columbus Day 
Storm- 4-5 p.m. at Cannon 
Beach History Center, free lec-
ture.  The speaker will be John 
Dodge on his latest book.

Friday, Jan. 17
Writers Read Celebra-
tion 2020- 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. at 

Cannon Beach Library, call for 
submissions. Deadline is Jan. 
17. For more information visit 
the library or contact info@
cannonbeachlibrary.org.

Wednesday, Jan. 22
Business After Hours- 
5-7 p.m. at The Waves. For 
members or perspective 
members, a chance to win door 
prizes.

Coast Happenings Calendar YOUR GUIDE TO MUSIC, ART, COMMUNITY AND CULTURAL EVENTS ON THE NORTH COAST

n Pets
Continued from Page 1

     

Of Interest…

M U N I C I P A L  M E M O
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163 E. Gower Street • P.O. Box 368 • Cannon Beach, OR 97110 
(503) 436-1581 • Fax: (503) 436-2050 • TTY (503) 436-8097

FOR YOUR INFORMATION
MAYOR: Sam Steidel
COUNCILORS: Mike Benefield, 
Nancy McCarthy, Brandon 
Ogilvie and Robin Risley
CITY MANAGER: Bruce St. Denis

MEETINGS
JANUARY 2020

    7 City Council Regular Meeting  7:00 p.m.
  14 City Council Work Session  5:30 p.m.

  16 Planning Commission    6:00 p.m. 
  23 Design Review Board   6:00 p.m.

City Hall is closed

Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday Dec. 23rd, 24th 

and 25th in observance 
of Christmas

Wednesday Jan. 1st in 
observance of 
New Year’s Day

________________________

Beach Volunteers Wanted!

Do you enjoy being outside 
and sharing your love of 

Haystack Rock?  
No experience necessary – 

we train!  Families welcome.

Please contact:
Lisa Habecker

Education & Volunteer 
Coordinator 503.436.8064
________________________

VISIT THE CITY’S WEBSITE 
for up to date news, current 
events, and information at 

http://www.ci.cannon-
beach.or.us

H48452

CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING,
November 5, 2019 
•	 Did	not	adopt	an	Ordinance	before	them	to	amend	the	Municipal	

Code by adding Chapter 6.12 Horses. Council directed Parks & 
Community Services Committee to work with horse rider/owners on 
revised wording;

•	 Did	not	approve	the	IGA	with	the	City	of	Manzanita	to	continue	to	
supply building inspection services. Directed staff to renegotiate;

•	 Appointed	Jeanne	Williams	as	the	11th	member	of	the	City	Hall/Police	
Station Vetting Committee;

•	 Authorized	the	Mayor	to	sign	a	letter	of	support	for	the	Arch	Cape	
Community Forest, Forest Legacy Project;

•	 Extended	the	deadline	for	applications	to	the	Short	Term	Rental	Task	
Force until December 20th;

•	 Discussed	the	county-wide	homeless	services	position	being	
considered by county and cities;

•	 Carolyn	Propst,	Chair	of	the	Public	Works	Committee	presented	
scenario 5 of the utility rate modeling as requested by Council.

CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION, 
November 12, 2019
•	 Discussed	the	placement	of	basalt	based	informational	signs	at	

NecCus’ park and the free standing interpretive sign at Les Shirley 
Park,	documenting	the	native	American	connection	with	the	two	areas;

•	 Michael	McNickle,	Clatsop	County	Health	Director	gave	a	presentation	
on tobacco effects on county residents and an overview of the new 
county ordinance establishing tobacco retail licensing. He will return 
after the New Year to discuss whether Cannon Beach will support the 
county ordinance with its own ordinance. County and cities should be 
on the same page, per McNickle;

•	 Members	of	the	Cannon	Beach	Rural	Fire	District	presented	on	the	
difficulty	of	funding;

•	 Community	Development	Director	Jeff	Adams	presented	on	the	
Transportation System Program grant the City recently received;

•	 Discussed	Warren	Way/Hemlock	intersection;
•	 Discussed	changes	to	the	Parks	definition	in	the	Municipal	Code;	

directed Parks & Community Services Committee to rework the 
language;

•	 Finance	Director	Laurie	Sawrey	presented	the	FYE	2020	1st	quarter	
finance	report.

•	 City	Manager	St.	Denis	reported	on	the	City	Hall/Police	Station	Vetting	
Committee’s request to broaden their scope.

CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION, 
November 19, 2019
•	 Deliberated	on	the	Foredune	Management	Plan;	continued	to	the	

January 14th work session;
•	 Discussed	Oregon	Parks	Department	(ORPD)s	claim	of	outfall	

regulation violations.

CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING,
December 3, 2019 
•	 Council	authorized	the	installation	of	basalt	based	historical		 	
signage at NeCus’ Park and Les Shirley Park.

CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION, 
December 9, 2019
•	 City	Manager	St.	Denis	gave	a	presentation	to	Council	on	major	proj-

ect funding: City Hall/Police Station, Utilities/Water Supply Resiliency 
and the old Cannon Beach Elementary School purchase.

CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION, 
December 10, 2019
•	 Cannon	Beach	Farmers	Market	Manager	Philomena	Lloyd	presented	the	

2019 annual report;
•	 Discussed	wording	of	the	Park	Ordinance	changes,	to	be	considered	at	

the City Council regular meeting January 7th;
•	 Authorized	the	City	Manager	to	work	with	a	donor	who	has	offered	to	as-
sist	with	the	purchase	of	a	new	Haystack	Rock	Awareness	Program	truck;

•	 Agreed	not	to	put	a	bond	referral	on	the	May	19,	2020	election;	but	
rather wait until a decision has been made regarding the placement of a 
new City Hall/Police Station and then select an election date;

•	 Agreed	to	meet	with	the	City	Attorney	in	the	third	week	of	February	for	
selected training for Council and standing committee chair persons. 
Committee members will be encouraged to attend the training as well.

•	 Agreed	to	hold	the	2020	Council	Retreat	in	January,	2020;	the	exact	date	
and venue to be determined.

CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION, 
December 11, 2019
•	 Council	took	public	comment	on	the	major	project	funding		 	
presentation of December 9th.

DESIGN REVIEW BOARD –  The Design Review Board’s November 
meeting was cancelled.
The DRB met December 19th for a work session re: planting list update 
and DRB procedures and criteria review.
 
PLANNING COMMISSION - The Planning Commission met November 
26, 2019 and discussed: SR 19-03, Public hearing and consideration of 
a	setback	reduction	extension	for	Phil	Chek	and	Associates	for	property	
owners Janice Donnelly and JillXan Donnelly.  This setback reduction 
extension	request	is	for	an	approved	setback	reduction	(SR18-05)	on	
September 27, 2018, for 148 N Larch Street. Approved

The Planning Commission met December 17th and discussed:
ZO 19-92 Public Hearing and consideration to amend the Cannon Beach 
Municipal Code introducing a new Special Events Chapter, while repeal-
ing	Title	10,	Chapter	8,	Traffic	and	Parking	and	amending	the	Zoning	Or-
dinance	Chapter	4	Signage	Definitions,	Chapter	22	Limited	Commercial	
Zone,	prohibiting	mobile	food	vending	wagons	and	Chapter	90	General	
Requirements	and	Regulations	on	Outdoor	Merchandising.	

Downtown Cannon Beach
256 N. Hemlock St • 503-436-2641

www.brucescandy.com
H48431

WE CAN SHIP 
ANYWHERE

We’ve got the 
sweets to help 

you ring in 
the New Year!

tion’s website.
As part of this, the federal 

government requires mu-
nicipalities to have a plan in 
place to help pets and service 
animals in the event of such 
an emergency, Kroll said. 

He added that about a 
year and a half ago, Cannon 
Beach’s police chief and 

emergency manager asked 
him to organize such a pro-
gram – CBDART.

One focus of the local 
program is to prompt the 
community to maintain 
so-called “go-bags,” which 
include pet food, pet first-aid 
supplies and other necessities 
to provide for the animals.

Volunteers meet periodi-
cally for organizational and 
training sessions, he said. 
That training includes “safe-
animal handling,” as well as 
pet first aid and CPR. 

One such training session 
covered the subject of zoono-
tic diseases, which are those 
that can spread from animals 
to humans.

The group also is collect-
ing sheltering and pet-care 
supplies, such as bowls, 
leashes and collapsible 
kennels, to store in a cache 
in the event of an emergency, 
he said.

For more information or to 
ask about volunteering, email 
Kroll at cbdart@ci.cannon-
-beach.or.us.

15 from 7-8:30 p.m. 
The group welcomes 

anyone interested in partic-
ipating to join this monthly 
conversation.

Celebrated for his popu-
lar books about hiking trails 
in scenic regions of Oregon, 
Sullivan writes a geological 
history of Oregon’s earth-

quakes, tsunamis, Ice Age 
and historic floods, massive 
forest fires, volcanoes and 
historic storms.

“Oregon’s Greatest Nat-
ural Disasters” describes 
the effects of an expected 
Cascadia subduction earth-
quake and tsunami striking 
the Pacific Northwest, a 
subduction event such as 
the Pacific Northwest expe-
rienced in 1700.

Sullivan shows his gift 
for fiction in this book with 
a speculative account of life 
on the Oregon coast a week 

after such a disaster. This 
juxtaposition of fictional 
characters against a scien-
tific description of yet an-
other great Oregon disaster 
drives the point home. 

Expect massive destruc-
tion from a 9.2 megaquake 
60 miles off the Oregon 
coast, as soon as next week 
or in another 600 years. 
Get ready for the big one, 
though, if you live any-
where west of the Cascades. 

In a book market awash 
with largely partisan titles 
focused on The Donald, I 

recommend Kurt Ander-
sen’s “Fantasyland: How 
America Went Haywire, 
A 500-Year History,” still 
available at the library. 

Unlike the current 
tsunami of partisan books 
devoted to Trump, “Fan-
tasyland” describes a long 
American history of dream-
ers, explorers, charlatans, 
speculators, hucksters, 
entertainers, gold diggers, 
spiritualists, utopians, reli-
gious dissidents, financial 
schemers, medical fakers 
and fantasists … all prac-
titioners of what Andersen 
defines as magical thinking, 
a confusing and often en-
tertaining mixture of reality 
and fiction. 

This 500 years of Amer-
ican magical thought began 
with Columbus claiming 
discovery of India. Among 
many examples, this history 
includes the Salem witch 
trials, P.T. Barnum’s fake 
curiosities, Buffalo Bill’s 
Wild West shows, mythic 
re-creation of a genteel an-
tebellum American South, 
Walt Disney’s “Frontier-

land,” hippie communes of 
the 1970s, more recently 
President Reagan’s confu-
sion about fighting or just 
appearing in films during 
WWII, and most recently 
Trump’s birtherism asser-
tions and 15,413 docu-
mented misstatements and 
lies during his first 1,055 
days in office.

Andersen argues that 
Martin Luther first un-
leashed magical thinking 
with his emphasis on ev-
eryman, with bible in hand, 
acting as his own priest 
capable of forming his own 
biblical interpretations, and 
thereby undermining the 
authority of the Catholic 
Church as well as civil 
authorities. 

In 1608, with four words 
- “No bishop, no king” - 
King James I succinctly 
rejected Puritan efforts to 
replace the authority of 
bishops in the Church of 
England with a “priest-
hood of all believers.” 
British Puritans split for 
Holland, and ultimately 
introduced magical thinking 

to North America when 
they founded the Plymouth 
Plantation in 1620. Individ-
ualism took root and spread 
like kudzu.

Andersen and E. Gray-
don Carter co-edited New 
York’s satirical “Spy” mag-
azine during the 1980s and 
1990s. They chose Donald 
Trump as the embodiment 
of an era of crass greed. 
They relentlessly tortured 
Trump, regularly referring 
to him in “Spy” coverage as 
a “short-fingered vulgar-
ian,” a label Marco Rubio 
resurrected during the 2016 
campaign with references 
to Trump’s small hands.

Although “Fantasyland” 
offers context for Trump’s 
popularity and electoral 
success, Andersen first 
mentions the short-fin-
gered vulgarian on page 
241 of this 440-page tome. 
“Fantasyland” explains 
American confusion in the 
21st Century; but, despite 
Andersen’s past mockery of 
Trump, this last American 
president mercifully is not 
his focus.

n Library
Continued from Page 3
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ARBOR CARE 
TREE SPECIALISTS

ISA Certified Arborists ISA 
Board-Certified Master Arborist

ISA Tree Risk Assessment 
Qualified 

Comprehensive Service, 
Pruning/Removal, 

Stump Grinding/Hazard 
Evaluations 

(503)791-0853 
www.arborcarenw.com 
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General Contractor 
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Rot Repair, Roofing, 
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General Carpentry. 
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Are you a Night Owl? 
Care, Inc is seeking an experienced 

NOC Shift Caregiver and Medication Aide 
at the Nehalem Bay House. Discover the 

non-profit difference where care comes first. 

Please contact tdelano@careinc.org for further 
consideration. Background check required. 

Healthy bonus structure. 

NOW Hiring!

OPPORTUNITIES TO TEACH
Community Action Team - Head Start is seeking 
people who love working with children. We have 

openings for a Teacher in our 
Tillamook center. Great benefits: 
health, dental, vision, retirement 
and education assistance. Position 
is open until filled. EOE.

Please call (503) 556-3736 or visit 
www.nworheadstart.org for more information.
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NEHALEM VALLEY
CARE CENTER

Awesome opportunity to make a difference!
 Nehalem Valley Care Center is offering a 5 week 

Nursing Assistant Class starting January 14, 2020. 
Employment opportunities are available 
following the class. An application and 

background check are required. 
For more information, please call 503-368-5171, 

email lbaertlein@nehalemtel.net or 
apply online at www.nehalemcarecenter.com. 

280 Rowe Street
Wheeler, OR 97147

 

 

280 Rowe Street, Wheeler Oregon 97141 

 

Are you hard working, friendly, and reliable? 

Perfect! Join us and get involved!  

We are looking for the following positions: 

RN or LPN: Part-time 

CNA: Full or Part time (Ask about our sign on 
bonus!) 

For details, call 503-368-5171 ext 3115, or apply online at  

https://nehalemcarecenter.com/careers/ 

Walk – Ins welcome! 

280 Rowe Street, Wheeler Oregon 97141
Are you hard working, friendly, and reliable? 

Perfect! Join us and get involved!
We are looking for the following positions:

RN or LPN: Part-time
CNA: Full or Part time 

(Ask about our sign on bonus!)
For details, call 503-368-5171 ext 3115, or apply 

online at https://nehalemcarecenter.com/careers/
Walk – Ins welcome! H48338

North Coast Handyman 
& Woodworking, LLC 

(503) 440-5758 
Facebook: northcoasthw 
Interior remodeling, siding, 

windows, decks, fences, 
rot specialist. Licensed, 

bonded, & insured. 
CCB#215908 H47364

BoB McEwan construction, inc.
Excavation • undErground utiitiEs

road work • Fill MatErial
sitE PrEParation • rock

owned and operated by Mike and Celine MCewan

Serving the paCifiC northweSt SinCe 1956 • CC48302

503-738-3569
34154 Hwy 26, Seaside, OR

P.O. Box 2845, Gearhart, OR

Laurelwood FarmLaurelwood FarmLaurelwood Farm

Laurelwood Compost • Mulch • Planting MacMix
Soil Amendments

34154 HIGHWAY 26
SEASIDE, OR

503-717-1454

YARD DEBRIS DROP-OFF
(no Scotch Broom)
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you
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Sellers

Job Seekers

Buyers

WINTER SPECIAL
Purchase a 

print classified, 
get two weeks 

online free!

To order:
503-842-7535

headlightads@
countrymedia.net

Citizen
North Coast

H48464

What
happens

when
you

don’t
advertise?

Nothing.

We Link

Employers

Sellers

Job Seekers

Buyers

WINTER SPECIAL
Purchase a 

print classified, 
get two weeks 

online free!

To order:
503-842-7535

headlightads@
countrymedia.net

Citizen
North Coast

H48464

Let us help you promote your business 
throughout the Columbia-Pacific Region 

• Print Media       • Website Advertising
• Social Media Marketing
• Fibre/Cyber Packages
• Website Development & Hosting

For your free consultation contact 
Katherine at 503-842-7535 or 
email headlightads@countrymedia.net.

Are you DOWNSIZING, 
organizing an ESTATE SALE, 

GARAGE SALE or FUNDRAISER?
Use our classifieds to get the word out!

Contact us today!
503-842-7535

headlightads@countrymedia.net
classifieds@orcoastnews.com

Cannon Beach Gazette
North Coast Citizen

Tillamook Headlight Herald
Lincoln City News Guard 

Clatskanie Chief
St. Helens Chronicle

Headlight Herald

Readership for this publication is targeted to couples and 
families with a wedding on the horizon who are interested 
in venues, catering, salons, formal wear, photographers, 
eateries, lodging, honeymoon adventures, and everything 
else connected to hosting a wedding and starting a new 
life together. This special publication will be inserted 
to three of our Oregon coast newspapers with extras 
available at participating businesses.  

•  Publishes Jan. 22, 2020 

2020 Bridal Planner
Bridal

2020

Planner

Oregon Coast

Citizen
North Coast

Contact Katherine to place your ad order by January 15th

Call 503-842-7535 or email Katherine at headlightads@countrymedia.net
www.tillamookheadlightherald.com  •  www.northcoastcitizen.com • 1906 Second St., Tillamook, OR 97141
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239 N. Hemlock
Cannon Beach, OR
(503) 436-0208

Leather Jackets
Handmade Belts   

Handbags • Tote Bags 
	 Backpacks	•	Briefcases

Affordable	Jewelry
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Gearhart Office
Cannon Beach Office 255 N Hemlock, Cannon Beach

588 Pacific Way, Gearhart 503-738-8522
503-436-1027

www.WindermereOregonCoast.com

Happy Holidays

The collective generosity of our Windermere Realty Trust owners, 
agents, staff and the public has allowed us to help low-income and 
homeless families in our communities. Money generated by donations 
and fundraising activities benefit local nonprofit organizations that 
provide shelter, food and support to low income children and families. 
We are incredibly grateful to everyone who donates and gives back to 

the communities where we live and work.

Organizations Supp�ted in Our Community
Assistance League of the Columbia Pacific • Astoria Rescue Mission • Autism Society of Oregon • Camp Kiwanilong 
• Cannon Beach Food Pantry • Clatsop County CASA • Clatsop County Women’s Resource Center • Gearhart 
Food Bank • Food 4 Kids of Seaside • Lunch Buddy Mentoring Program • St. Vincent de Paul of Seaside • SMART 
Program’s at Gearhart Elementary • Warrenton Grade School • AAUW Clatsop County Chapter • South County 

Community Food Bank • Warrenton-Hammond Healthy Kids Inc.

windermerefoundation.com

“Real Estate standards for those with ‘Higher’ Expectations.  above the crowd!”

Coastal Advantage®

CoastalAdvantage.com

Susan Tone
Broker
c: 503.354.4072
e: susantone@nehalemtel.net

Egrane Brown
Broker
c: 503.440.1648
e: egranebrown@gmail.com

Kimberly Brown
Broker
c. 360.827.5605
e: RemaxAgentKim@   
     gmail.com

Andrea Mace
Broker
c. 503-440-4024
e: Andrea.k.mace@remax.net

2 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!
219 N. Hemlock, Cannon Beach 503.436.1777

430 Laneda, Manzanita 503.368.1777
Member of 2 MLS Systems Each office is independently owned & operated

/REMAXCoastalAdvantage

Shelley Parker
Broker
c: 503-739-1977
e: Shelley.Parker@mail.com

Abbas Atwi
Broker
c: 503-310-8464
e: Abbas.atwi@remax.net

All brokers listed are licensed in the State of Oregon

Alaina Giguiere
Owner/Principal Broker
c: 503.440.3202
f: 877.812.1126
e: alainagiguiere@mac.com

#1 in sales 2016 and 2017

SCAN
HERE
to go
to our

website

$769,000

89916 MANION

Gearhart • $649,000

88786 BLUE HERON

Cannon Beach • $517,000

164 E SUSITNA

Seaside • $575,000

1992 HUCKLEBERRY

Cannon Beach • $2,995,000

1860 PACIFIC

Cannon Beach • $825,000

3064 S HEMLOCK

Seaside • $379,000

1821 S EDGEWOOD

H48399

Cannon Beach • $849,000

147 AMBER

Cannon Beach • $3,495,000

1868 PACIFIC

OCEAN FRONT! OCEAN FRONT!

Cannon Beach • $739,000

2539 S HEMLOCK

Manzanita • $139,000

9095 PELICAN

Nehalem • $324,900

Cannon Beach • $899,000

164 AMBER

Warrenton • $389,000

1072 SW 2ND

Seaside • $389,000

1675 COOPER

Seaside • $599,000

3011 EVERGREEN

Nehalem • $439,000

26220 MIAMI FOLEY RD

4.94 ACRES

Rockaway Beach • $950,000

26550 BEACH DR

OCEAN FRONT!

372 2nd St • Wheeler • $469,000

    BREATHTAKING VIEWS

Cannon Beach • $239,000

V/L 9TH AND HEMLOCK

1.45 Acres

34085 GREENWOOD
SALE 

PENDING

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD SOLD

Marty Giguiere
Owner/Broker
c: 503.440.7676
o: 503.436.1777
e: mr007@pacifier.com

What’s wrong with
grading the dunes?

Dear Editor:
Apart from the ad 

hominem attacks by my 
friend Diane and Commis-
sioner Kerr, neither of them 
explained what, exactly, is 
wrong with grading the tops 
of dunes for views.  

Consider if the City of 
Portland passed an ordinance 
that banned the removal 
of leaves on people’s front 
yards and front porches 
because petitioners from 
around the region thought the 
drifts looked “natural” and 
“wild,” and “my kids like to 
play in them.” 

I think folks who lived on 
Northeast Klickitat, like Di-
ana Turner, would object vig-
orously. She would probably 
have petitions up in Powell’s 
Books in no time. 

The accumulation of sand 

up to 60 feet or more will 
not protect the Amos home 
from a tsunami, which will 
be deluged from the wave 
sweeping in from Ecola 
Creek. Higher dunes will 
not protect the homes on the 
Presidential streets, some 
of which will be reduced to 
piles of rubble even after a 
moderate tsunami.  

Preventing dunes from 
being graded will not invite 
more wildlife, or enhance 
recreational opportunities.  
All it does is “stick it” to 
Breakers Point owners and 
other oceanfront homeown-
ers because “they shouldn’t 
have built there in the first 
place,” ignoring the fact that 
some of the houses on Ocean 
Avenue are 100 years old.  

Much of the dune-covered 
shoreland is private property, 
and some owners, like the 
Burmeister-Browns, spent a 
significant amount of money 

to buy the dunes along Ocean 
Avenue to prevent others 
from trying to develop it.  

The Ocean Avenue dunes 
are like a large public park, 
maintained at no cost to the 
city. All the owners want 
to do is to take the tops off 
every so often to maintain 
their views.  

The City Council appar-
ently thinks they are not 
worthy of this consideration, 
and so they will grow back 
to the level they were in the 
early ‘90s when no one could 
see the ocean or horizon.  

I suggest the council invite 
Dr. Allan back down to a 
meeting to ask him what are 
the downsides of grading, 
and whether it is a threat to 
our safety, the environment 
or any other aspect of our 
lives.  

Mike Morgan
Cannon Beach

Letter to the Editor


