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Fat Bike Fest

Kathleen Stinson
For The Gazette
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Cannon Beach Fat Bike Festival 
set for April 30 - May 2

Kathleen Stinson
For The Gazette

Staff Report
 

Clatsop County’s regular district election is Tues-
day, May 18. The last day to register to vote is 

Tuesday, April 27.
 Ballots will be mailed to all local, active registered 

voters April 28-May 4. Ballots cannot be forwarded.
Ballots are due in the county clerk’s office or in an 

official ballot drop box by 8 p.m. May 18. Postmarks 
do not count.

 If you wait until the last week before the election to 
vote, use an Official Ballot Drop Box.

 
Candidates on ballot

 
Falcon-Cove Beach Water District
 Commissioner, position 1: Beth Radich, David G. 

Livermore
 Commissioner, position 3: Rick Smith, Colleen 

Kane
 Commissioner, position 5: Kathie May, David E. 

Cleland
 
Sunset Empire Park & Recreation District
 Director, position 1: Al Hernandez, Susan Codding-

ton
 Director, position 2: John C. Huismann, Celeste 

Tuhy Bodner
 Director, position 3: Michael A. Hinton, Patrick 

Duhachek
 Director, position 4: Jackie Evans, Erika Mar-

shall-Hamer
 Director, position 5: Stephen Morrison, Katharine 

Parker
 
Clatsop Community College
 Director, zone 2, position 2: Patrick Preston, Sara 

Meyer
 Director, zone 2, position 3: Trudy Van Dusen 

Citovic, Robert Duehmig, and Christina Secord
 Director, zone 3, position 5: Rosemary Baker-

Monaghan
 Director, zone 3, position 6: Suzanne Iverson, 

David Zunkel
 
Seaside School District
 Director, zone 2, position 2: Brian Taylor
 Director, zone 3, position 1: AJ Wahl
 Director, zone 6, position 2: Brian J. Owen
 Director, zone 7, position 1: Michelle Wunderlich
 
Arch Cape Domestic Water Supply, Arch Cape 

Sanitary District, Cannon Beach Rural Fire Protec-
tion District, Gearhart Rural Fire Protection District, 
Seaside Rural Fire Protection District, Sunset Empire 
Transportation District, are also having elections but 
candidates are running unopposed. 

District 
election 
approaches 
May 18

Mayor discusses his vision for school rejuvenation project

Cannon Beach Mayor 
Sam Steidel discussed 

his ideas for the school 
rejuvenation project at a work 
session saying he envisions 
a multi-use facility, which 
would leave some of the more 
extensive remodeling for later 
phases.

The mayor said this was 
his vision, not the council’s 
and he hopes it will initiate 
discussion. A copy of his 
power point is on the city 
website.

At the work session 
presentation, the mayor led 
the councilors through a 
room-by-room description 
of his vision starting with the 
classrooms.

Classroom 4 would be left 
“pretty much as it is” for an 
art space, he said. He suggests 
upgrading classroom 3 into a 
“basic conference room, noth-
ing fancy” with a sliding door 
between it and the adjacent 
classroom 2, allowing the 
option to combine the rooms.

He said he would have 
classroom 2 as an environ-
mental exhibit room as well 
as a place for cultural and 
historical displays. He thinks 
classroom 1 could house a 
kitchen facility where the 
community could, among 
other things, bake Christmas 
cookies and hold pot luck 
dinners.

He thinks the kitchen 
could contain mobile cooking 
stations for the purpose of 
teaching.

He said he would like to 

see the city fo-
cus all its rest-
room facilities 
for the site in 
one space so 
the plumbing 
could be cen-
tralized. Later 
on in the meet-
ing, councilors 
discussed 
whether this 
was feasible 
and if both the 
classrooms 
and the gym 
needed their individual rest-
rooms to comply with code 
standards.

He thinks the breezeway 
and entryway should be 
rebuilt and re-roofed and 
perhaps utilize “artistic down-
spouts.”

“This is one spot where we 

can make an 
architectural” 
statement, he 
said. “We need 
to think about 
what we want 
the feel to be.”

He said he 
thinks the gym 
needs floor, 
lighting and 
door upgrades 
and to become 
ADA compli-
ant.

He thinks 
the former small stage in 
the north room should be 
reinstalled and the west rooms 
used as a cloak room.

The upper office should be 
retained as an office, if that 
would be ADA compliant, he 
said. The loft could be used 
for facility operations and 

storage and also as a meeting 
space as it has “a nice view.”

The attic space could 
house heating, ventilation and 
mechanicals for the building, 
he said.

“The East Room has huge 
potential” because of its long 
narrow configuration making 
it “perfect” for exhibits. “It 
could be permanently locked 
separate from the gym.” The 
windows could be enlarged 
“so it has more connection to 
the garden space outside.”

Councilor Nancy McCa-
rthy asked if the interpretive 
center would be just for Hay-
stack Rock. The mayor said 
this is open for discussion but 
it could also provide space for 
cultural, historical and envi-
ronmental exhibits. It contains 
about 75 feet of wall space.

The mayor said the gardens 

could be used for native and 
other species of plants and the 
“interpretive trail could go 
around the entire property.” 
The adjacent property is 
owned by the city and the two 
areas could be combined as 
one park.

The grove could become 
an outdoor classroom and is a 
natural site for a picnic area, 
he said. Young people like to 
gather in that area. He would 
move the berm over, leaving 
the field for sports and other 
functions.

He said an outdoor music 
venue is “very important” 
and could contain a movable 
sound shell or perhaps a 
gazebo.

He suggested a canoe or 

Mayor Sam Steidel

The Cannon Beach Fat Bike Fes-
tival is one of the best events of 

the year and one of the first to return to 
the Oregon coast. If you ride a fat tire 
bike, there is no better place to be than 
riding your bike around Hug Point on 
the scenic Oregon coast with fellow fat 
bike enthusiasts.

 With races, beach games with 
awesome prizes, delicious local beer, 
and good company, you cannot go 
wrong. All activities will be under cur-
rent COVID-19 guidelines and under 
the Oregon Health Authority Sector 
Guidance - Outdoor Recreation and 
Outdoor Fitness Establishment Order 

and follow all CDC guidelines.
 “Explore the beauty of Cannon 

Beach by bike. We will have safely 
distanced group fat bike rides from the 
heart of Cannon Beach to the water-
fall at Hug Point. Beach bike games 
and sunset activities on the beach will 
be spread out to enjoy while keeping 
groups small and distanced. Saturday 
activities will also include a scaven-
ger hunt that is a fun way to explore 
the town like a local,” said Daniella 
Crowder, director of Oregon Rides & 
Events.

 Tickets on sale now at: www.can-
nonbeach.org/fatbike

 
What Is A Fat Bike Festival?

A fat bike is an off-road bicycle 
with extra wide tires perfect for soft 
unstable terrain like snow, mud and 
sand. What makes Oregon’s Cannon 
Beach Fat Bike Festival so special is 
that it takes place on one of the most 
scenic coastlines in the Pacific North-
west. Riders will get to ride their bikes 
around Hug Point, around the commu-
nity of Cannon Beach, and to a nearby 
waterfall. There’s nothing quite like 
a sunset beach ride, or enjoying good 

Last July, a city waste-
water pump failed, 

which resulted in a sewage 
spill onto the beach and ulti-
mately a state fine.

“On July 17, a city of Can-
non Beach wastewater pump 
station failed resulting in an 
estimated 26,000 gallons 
of sewage flowing onto the 
beach at the end of Nelchena 
Street,” as previously reported 
by The Gazette.

“The city’s Ecola and 
Matanuska pump stations 
failed, but since the Ecola 
was in bypass mode while 
the city made improvements, 
only the Matanuska pump 
overflowed,” according to the 

DEQ sets fine amount for sewage spill 

City crews were quick to secure and clean up the area last summer when a 
wastewater pump station failed spilling an estimated 26,000 gallons of sewage 
onto the beach. 
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Justin Lacche
For The Gazette

It doesn’t take long reading 
the latest issue of the Can-
non Beach Gazette to see 
the many examples of how 
the community has rallied 
together during challenging 
times: COVID-19, local econ-
omy, health and wellness, just 
to name a few.

For some of The Gazette 
reporters from a generation 
ago, it remains a source of 
pride to see the importance 
of community journalism 
as strong as ever. Equally, 
reading the stories of the 
resolve and creativity of the 
Cannon Beach and supporting 
communities today reaffirms 
the power and importance of 
community journalism.

Some 20 years ago, The 
Gazette was on the second 
floor of the U.S. Bank build-
ing on North Hemlock Street. 
Chris Baker and I were part of 
a small staff that would go on 
to help The Gazette win three 
consecutive National News-
paper Association General 
Excellence awards (category: 
non-daily – 3,000 average 
circulation) from 2000-2002. 
A three-peat (though I hear 
that term is still trademarked, 
so no t-shirts for a while).

Ask Chris Baker, myself, 
or many others part of the 
Gazette era – those team 
accomplishments weren’t 
about any individual: The 
community won those three 
“national championships”. 
It was through very stories 
of Cannon Beach that The 
Gazette became, “America’s 
Best Small Newspaper”.

That period was also a 
time of fast technological 
evolution on the north coast. 
One could drive up the road 
to Seaside and purchase a 
flip phone for $80 and send 
basic text messages, trying to 
stay underneath, what was at 
the time, expensive and very 
strict “minutes per month” 
cell phone packages.

And smart phones? That 
meant whoever was talking 
was an expert in her or his 
particular field.

The Gazette, like many 

North Coast newspapers, 
began to build a base web 
presence. It wasn’t always 
intuitive though, knowing 
how much to publish with 
readership. Newspapers at the 
time still generated much of 
its revenue through paid print 
subscriptions, individual print 
sales of papers and print-me-
dia advertising. There was no 
solid playbook for community 
newspapers to use to confi-
dently build on-line reader-
ship. But The Gazette, like 
most other publications in the 
area, took its shot at digital 
media.

While the base paradigm of 
journalism was beginning the 
shift in the early 2000s: The 
concept of static print jour-
nalism which remained the 
source of truth until the next 
issue, versus stories that could 
be updated and corrected in 
real-time – the power and 
responsibility of community 
journalism remained. And it 
remains very much alive this 
very day.

Community journalism 
fundamentally is about three 
principles: First, giving a fair 
and locally-focused voice 
to the important issues and 
stories of the community. Sec-
ond, empowering key unlocks 
to local stories that would oth-
erwise not be covered at the 
state or national level. Third, 
the personal accountability 
that in community journalism, 
you could very-well see the 
person you are covering at 
the local market the day after 
publication. So, one always 
needs to be accountable, and 
report the news with honor, 
compassion and integrity.

It’s great to see The Can-
non Beach Gazette still in 
print, still relevant, still giving 
a voice to many courageous 
stories on the community. 
Online media and print media 
can and do have a happy 
medium for the community. 
In the greater context: Look-
ing at photos from 20 years 
or even 100 years before of 
Cannon Beach, we all can 
learn a value lesson from 
Haystack Rock. We may 
only have a finite amount of 
beach walks in our respective 

journeys, but together, we all 
are writing the latest chapter 
in Cannon Beach’s important 

history.
Justin Lacche and Chris 

Baker were former staff 

reporters for the Cannon 
Beach Gazette during parts of 
its three-consecutive National 

Newspaper Association Gen-
eral Excellence award years 
2000-2002.

Gazette alumni recount newspaper’s history
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COZY CANNON BEACH A-FRAME
$449,000

PERFECT SEASIDE STARTER HOME
$343,500

HWY 101 – 1.35 ACRE COMMERCIAL PROPERTY
$675,000

SALE 
PENDING

MOUNTAIN VIEW BREAKERS POINT CONDO
$430,000

DOWNTOWN MANZANITA COMMERCIAL LOT 
$499,000

SUNNY CORNER LOT CASTLE ROCK 
ESTATES, ARCH CAPE. PRICE $185,000

OCEAN VIEW CHARMER STEPS FROM 
BEACH, $1,299,000

1/12TH SHARE CONDOS 3 UNITS AVAILABLE
$75,000 TO $85,000

UNIT A2-B 
SOLD

A VALUED AND TRUSTED RESOURCE WITHIN OUR 
COMMUNITY AND THE #1 OFFICE SINCE 1990.

 Duane - Managing Principal Broker

Jeff - Principal Broker, GRI Michael - Managing Broker

Chris - Principal Broker, GRI

Jeremy - Broker

What is RMLS? As the Northwest’s largest REALTOR®-owned Multiple Listing Service(MLS), RMLS serves 
approximately 10,000 Real Estate Professionals in over 2,200 offices licensed in Oregon and Washington. 

All brokers listed with firm are licensed in the state of Oregon

296 N. Spruce St. • Cannon Beach 
(503) 436-0451

www.duanejohnson.com

Active Members of &

For a complimentary and confidential, market analysis on your home, 
please call us at 503-436-0451 or email duane@duanejohnson.com.

If your home is currently listed with another firm, this is not an attempt to solicit their business.

THE #1 BROKERAGE IN THE CANNON BEACH AREA FOR OVER 30 YEARS.

SALE 
PENDING

SALE 
PENDING

Your friends at Duane Johnson Real Estate are excited 
to announce that we have started a construction project 

to remodel and improve our office. 
Don’t worry - our iconic building will still look the same from the outside and 
continue to serve as a Cannon Beach landmark. But we will be updating the 

inside office space, increasing the comfort and usability for our clients and staff. 
During this process, we will remain open and the office will be staffed and have 

serviceable space in which to help clients and conduct business. If you happen to 
stop by and need assistance but can’t access the front door, just call 

(503) 436-0451 and someone will let you in the ‘back door’ to your left. 

We are excited to show off our ‘new and improved’ office space to all of you when the 
project is completed! The plan is to have construction finished by March 15th, 

so stay tuned and make a plan to come see our ‘new digs’.

Thank you from everyone at Duane Johnson Real Estate.
SALE 

PENDING

EXQUISITE NEW CONSTRUCTION BEACH 
HOME, $949,000

SALE 
PENDING

BEAUTIFUL NEW CONSTRUCTION BEACH 
HOME, $949,000

SALE 
PENDING

NEW 
LISTING
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Joseph Bernt
Library Volunteer

At the library

Joseph Bernt

n DEQ
Continued from Page 1

Popular crime writer, NCLC director, Cannon Beach Reads offer virtual events in April

The Northwest Authors 
Series at the Cannon 

Beach Library will feature 
a presentation via Facebook 
LIVE by bestselling mystery 
author J. A. Jance, Saturday, 
April 10, at 2 p.m.

Jance will present “J.A. 
Jance, Her Life and Times, 
2021 Edition.” She will 
discuss her current writ-
ing projects, highlight her 
latest Joanna Brady mystery, 
“Missing and Endangered,” 
and reveal her next Ali 
Reynolds book, “Unfinished 
Business,” scheduled for 
bookstores in June. She also 
intends to discuss the origins 
of some of her popular char-
acters.

Jance, who was born in 
South Dakota, grew up and 
spent her early adult life in 
Arizona. She now lives near 
Seattle with her husband 
and two long-haired min-
iature dachshunds. Her J. 
P. Beaumont series is set in 
the Seattle area, and her Ali 
Reynolds, Joanna Brady and 
Walker Family series of nov-
els are set in Arizona, where 
Jance spends part of the year.

Jance attended the Uni-
versity of Arizona. There 
she earned her undergrad-
uate degree in English and 

Secondary Education in 1966 
and a Master of Education in 
Library Science in 1970.

She taught high school En-
glish for two years in Tucson, 
was a K-12 librarian at Indian 
Oasis School District for four 
years in Sells and thereafter 
sold life insurance in Phoe-
nix, Arizona, before moving 
to Seattle.

The professor who taught 
creative writing at Arizona 
blocked Jance’s admission 
to his program. He advised 
Jance that women fared better 
as nurses or teachers than as 
writers. In 2000, the Univer-
sity of Arizona nevertheless 
awarded her an honorary 
doctorate in recognition of 
her successful writing career.

Author of 63 mystery 
novels, Jance has published 
seven novellas, numerous 
short stories and a volume 
of poetry. Strand Magazine 
awarded her its Lifetime 
Achievement Award in 2018 
for her contributions to crime 
fiction.

Those interested in joining 
Jance’s program from the li-
brary’s Facebook page should 
go to https://www.facebook.
com/cannonbeachlibrary/ 
and scroll to “posts.” Or, join 
the program directly from 
the library website at www.
cannonbeachlibrary.org and 
click the banner at the top of 
the page.

Participants 
with questions 
for Jance can 
ask them by 
emailing que-
ries to info@
cannonbeach-
library.org by 
April 7.

Katie Voelke, 
executive direc-
tor of the North 
Coast Land 
Conservancy, 
will present 
“Climate 
Change and 
Conservation” in the World 
of Haystack Rock Lecture Se-
ries sponsored by the Friends 
of Haystack Rock through 
Facebook LIVE @Friends of 
Haystack, Wednesday, April 
14, at 7 p.m.

Voelke’s presentation will 
focus on climate change in 
Oregon, particularly on the 
coast, and how to combat it 
now through local conserva-
tion efforts.

Voelke and her husband 
settled on Oregon’s North 
Coast in 2003. She began 
conducting field work with 
the Forest Service, Bureau 
of Land Management and 
Oregon Department of Fish 
and Wildlife.

Voelke began as NCLC’s 
first stewardship director in 
2005, working with Neal 
Maine, NCLC’s founding 

executive di-
rector. In 2008, 
she succeeded 
Maine as exec-
utive director.

Members of 
Cannon Beach 
Reads will 
discuss “Night” 
by Elie Wiesel 
via Zoom, on 
Wednesday, 
April 21, at 7 
p.m. Les Sin-
clair will lead 
the discussion 

of Wiesel’s 
nonfictional account of his 
experience in Nazi concentra-
tion camps at Auschwitz and 
Buchenwald toward the end 
of World War II.

Cannon Beach Reads will 
continue meeting on the third 
Wednesday of each month 
via Zoom until in-person 
meetings are again possible. 
Anyone interested in partici-
pating in this library reading 
group should contact Joseph 
Bernt at berntj@ohio.edu for 
information about accessing 
these Zoom meetings.

In November, members 
of Cannon Beach Reads will 
discuss “How to Educate 
a Citizen: The Power of 
Shared Knowledge to Unify a 
Nation,” the most recent book 
by E. D. Hirsch, Jr. on the 
alleged failure of American 
education.

Ever an early bird at the 
green-dot shelf of new library 
acquisitions, I spotted a copy 
of Hirsch’s new excoriation 
of “wrong-headed” col-
lege education schools that 
train the nation’s new K-12 
teachers by nearly unani-
mously advocating “project,” 
“discovery” and largely 
“content-free” approaches to 
elementary education.

Hirsch, now a retired 
English and education 
professor from the Univer-
sity of Virginia was among 
conservative academics in the 
late 1980s who criticized the 
failure of American educa-
tion to teach the classics of 
Western culture and great-
man portrayals of the nation’s 
founding fathers.

In 1987, Hirsch published 
“Cultural Literacy: What 
Americans Need to Know,” 
essentially a list of Western 
classics in philosophy, litera-
ture and history.

“Cultural Literacy” 
became an instant bestseller, 
offering red meat to cultural 
elitists troubled by multicul-
turalism, fearful of rebellious 
students and appalled by 
continuing declines in Scho-
lastic Aptitude Test scores of 
college applicants and annual 
achievement test scores of 
K-12 students.

In “How to Educate a 
Citizen” Hirsch develops 

only a slightly less rigid view 
of the dangers posed by mul-
ticulturalism. He still blasts 
the failure of elementary 
classrooms to present a core 
knowledge base on which 
today’s students can develop 
and expand appreciation of 
American exceptionalism.

In the past couple of 
decades, popular educational 
views of teaching have been 
framed by two conflicting 
metaphors about a teacher’s 
classroom relationship to his 
or her students. The tradi-
tional, perhaps conservative, 
teaching style favors lecturing 
with the teacher perform-
ing as a Sage on the Stage, 
the font of knowledge, as 
opposed to the more contem-
porary Guide on the Side, the 
informal advisor to students.

As a retired university 
professor, I employed both 
styles, and usually in the 
same courses. As a student, 
I personally much preferred 
a great Sage-on-the-Stage 
lecturer to a great Guide-on-
the-Side advisor.

Clearly in “How to Edu-
cate a Citizen” Hirsch adopts 
a Sage-on-the-Stage style to 
sell a persuasive but simple 
message, a message unlikely 
to gain favor with many 
contemporary students now 
addicted to the moving image 
and instantaneous google 
access.

COLUMBIA TO COAST
Property MagazineReal Estate • Homes • Land • Commercial

Photo by Matt Brandt Photography

Email to book today!
Contact Katherine at: headlightads@countrymedia.net or 503-842-7535

Marketing opportunities
for Columbia, Clatsop, Tillamook, & Lincoln Counties

Downtown Cannon Beach
256 N. Hemlock St

EASTER

503-436-2641
www.brucescandy.com H
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You can shop 
with us online to get all 
of your favorites shipped 

directly to you 
in time for Easter! 

Visit us at 
www.brucescandy.com

Solid Chocolate Bunnies & ALL the 
Easter basket treats you might need!

city’s report.
The Oregon Department of 

Environmental Quality in February 
fined the city of Cannon Beach 
$1,650 for its wastewater spill, as 
stated in a DEQ press release. “The 
Oregon Department of Environ-
mental Quality issued 15 penalties 
totaling $1,443,639 in February 
for various environmental viola-
tions. Fines ranged from $1,650 to 
$458,266.

City Public Works Director 

Karen La Bonte told The Gazette:
“The fine is for the spill last 

year. We are paying it and will not 
challenge it.  We’ve made many 
improvements to that pump station 
and have asked for money to con-
tinue improvements at other pump 
stations that are 30 plus years old 
in the technology that is inside. So 
we are making positive strides in 
that respect. 

 “If DEQ views these things as 
preventable they usually come with 
penalties,” La Bonte said. “Be-
cause this involved human error 
as well as equipment failure, a fine 
would be in order. I feel fortunate 
that it is fairly minimal especially 

in times of impacts our budget 
has felt as a result of COVID, but 
none the less it’s still painful. The 
good thing is we’ve been able to 
secure some funding at a very low 
interest rate (1% over 30 years) 
that comes with some principle 
forgiveness that has allowed us to 
make some improvements to not 
only the Matanuska pump station 
but several others as well. I feel 
grateful Council has allowed me 
to pursue those funding oppor-
tunities to address some of these 
infrastructure deficiencies. Some of 
those improvements have already 
occurred with larger ones to be 
forthcoming when the rest of the 

funding is received.”
As previously reported in The 

Gazette: “The spill did not get into 
the ocean water because it ‘did not 
meet the tide level,’ the city press 
release states. The city removed an 
amount of sand from the spill area 
and took it to a “secure uninhabited 
city-owned property site for han-
dling. Barricades and caution tape 
were placed around the circumfer-
ence of the affected area, as well 
as sandwich boards with signs indi-
cating “WARNING: Contaminated 
Drainage – Do Not Enter”.

 “The initial cause (of the 
overflow) was associated with air 
pressure damage experienced in 

a panel that controls the bubbler 
system, which also controls some 
of the key elements of the flow 
levels that act as the indicator and 
warning that ultimately trigger alert 
notices to city staff,” the release 
states. “Additional discoveries of 
malfunctioning floats, as well as 
malfunctions in the auto dialer 
system were also discovered and 
contributed to the ultimate over-
flow condition.”

To read the first story published 
in the Gazette in August, see 
https://www.cannonbeachgazette.
com/news/city-reacts-to-sewage-
spill-on-beach/article_a1ae002c-d-
c33-11ea-b34f-4beacea7bcd3.html.

brews around a bonfire, and 
you will not find a better 
group of people to enjoy 
riding with.

 The Cannon Beach Fat 
Bike Festival is one of the 
most scenic Fat Bike Festi-
vals in the world.

Schedule of Events:  
Dates: April 30 – May 2

Friday, April 30
5-7 p.m. | Packet pick up 

@ Cannon Beach Chamber 
~ Community Hall, 207 N 
Spruce St, Cannon Beach, 
OR

 7:30-8:30 p.m. | Fat 
Bike Meet Up - Meet at the 
Chamber at 7:30 p.m. for 
a sunset beach ride along 
Ecola Creek 

 
Saturday, May 1

9:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m. 

| Fat Bike Beach Ride to 
Waterfall. 

 2-6 p.m. | Community 
Scavenger Hunt – A fun 
way to explore the town’s 
best views, “locals spots,” 
eats, brews, & shops. 

 7-9 p.m. | Beach bonfire 
and Fat Bike games. Meet 
at Tolovana Beach State 
Recreation Site (in front of 
Mo’s Restaurant) 

 Sunday, May 2
Participants are encour-

aged to drive 
to Klootchy 
Creek 
County Park 
(On HWY 
26, approx. 
5.5 miles 
from Can-
non Beach) 
where you 
can take a 
self-guided 
ride of the 
Klootchy 
Creek Trails. 

 Due 
to limited 
availability, 

there will not be Fat Bikes 
to demo this year. You will 
need to bring your own Fat 
Bike to join the event. 

 If you’re looking for 
more information, such 
as where parking will be 
available, look at http://
www.cannonbeach.org/
fatbike

 Presented by the Can-
non Beach Chamber of 
Commerce

n Festival
Continued from Page 1
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Are you DOWNSIZING, 
organizing an ESTATE SALE, 

GARAGE SALE or FUNDRAISER?
Use our classifieds to get the word out!

Contact us today!
503-842-7535

headlightads@countrymedia.net
classifieds@orcoastnews.com

Cannon Beach Gazette
North Coast Citizen

Tillamook Headlight Herald
Lincoln City News Guard 

Clatskanie Chief
St. Helens Chronicle

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

BoB McEwan construction, inc.
Excavation • undErground utiitiEs

road work • Fill MatErial
sitE PrEParation • rock

owned and operated by Mike and Celine MCewan

Serving the paCifiC northweSt SinCe 1956 • CC48302

503-738-3569
34154 Hwy 26, Seaside, OR

P.O. Box 2845, Gearhart, OR

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS 
HERE TO CREATE 

TOP OF-MIND-AWARENESS 
CALL 503-842-7535 TODAY!

CARPENTER
North Coast 
Handyman 

& Woodworking, LLC 
(503) 440-5758 

Facebook: northcoasthw 
Interior remodeling, siding, 

windows, decks, fences, 
rot specialist. 

Licensed, bonded, & insured.
 

H49572

Laurelwood FarmLaurelwood FarmLaurelwood Farm

Laurelwood Compost • Mulch • Planting MacMix
Soil Amendments

34154 HIGHWAY 26
SEASIDE, OR

503-717-1454

YARD DEBRIS DROP-OFF
(no Scotch Broom)

H
49

57
3

Absentee Owner Watching Services
Let us be your watchful eye.

All aspects of  construction:
Handyman Services, Decks, Siding, Windows, 

Doors, Roof  Repairs, Rot Repair, etc.

Certified in Softwashing for Cedar, Siding, 
Roofs and Decks.

cottagekeeper@gmail.com or 503-861-8340
Based in Tolovana Park, OR  CCB#155691

H
49

62
3

Church Services by the Sea
Cannon Beach to Nehalem

Nehalem
Nehalem Bay 
United Methodist Church
36050 10th Street • PO Box 156
Nehalem 97131-0156
503-368-5612
nehalembayumc@gmail.com 
The Reverend Steve Wolff
Worship Service: Sunday 11:00
Adult Sunday School: 
9:30 A.M. Sunday 

Nehalem Senior Lunches: 
Noon Tuesday & Thursday
Nursery Available 
ADA Accessible

Manzanita
Calvary Bible Church
560 Laneda Avenue, PO Box 308
Manzanita, OR 503-368-5202
calvarymanzanita@gmail.com
Pastor Ryan Holloway
Worship Service: 8:30 A.M. 
& 11:00 A.M. Sunday
Sunday School: 10 A.M. 
Nursery Available
ADA Accessible

To feature your spiritual 
organization on this panel:

Contact Katherine at 
(503) 842-7535,

 headlightads@countrymedia.net.

n Mayor
Continued from Page 1

long house with one wall 
opening to the outside. He 
said he has had “a lot of 
discussion with Dick (Basch) 
about a canoe house.”

The mayor has some ideas 
about parking, which are on 

the city website in graphic 
form.

Councilor Mike Benefield 
said: “I like what you have 
put together. It makes a lot of 
sense.”

The council is at the point 
where it can start making 
decisions.

The mayor said the cham-
ber of commerce was “quite 
concerned about (the project) 
as competition” to other ven-

ues in town.
“I don’t see it that way,” 

the mayor said. The addi-
tional space could be used 
cooperatively.

The councilors briefly 
discussed the various ideas 
and how far to go with plans 
before bringing in engineers 
to advise them on building 
code compliance.

Benefield said he was in 
favor of some architectural 

help to improve the exterior 
of the buildings to make them 
look more attractive.

The council discussed 
whether to incorporate the 
improvements to the food 
pantry in the school project.

No upcoming events on 
the discussion of the school 
project have been scheduled 
at this point, according to the 
city website.

Plans for the Fiscal Year 21-22 budget 
proposes building an outside storage area 
at the police station in order to move the 
contents from its garage bay to the new 
structure for the purpose of freeing up 
space in the station for operations.

“This project does not eliminate or 
delay the need for a replacement city 
hall/police station,” as stated in the city 
budget power point. “It will only place 
a ‘high-quality band aid’ on some of 
the more egregious shortcomings of the 
Police Department facilities.

“The city hall/police station project 
has stalled but the need for acceptable 
facilities still exists. The Police De-
partment facilities are in particularly 
deplorable condition.”

The economic impact of the pandemic 
on city revenues is the reason plans for 
a possible new station have been put on 
hold.

Police Chief Jason Schermerhorn told 
The Gazette in an email: “The tentative 
plan is to expand room for storage, 
specifically our cramped evidence room 
as well as records storage.  We are also 
trying to find more room for the off 
icers, lifeguards, and parking informa-
tion aides to change in privacy (male 
locker bathroom area and female locker 
bathroom area)  our current situation is 
very cramped and shared by all, which 
can be a bit much especially when we 
have our seasonal help on board as well.  
Another area of concern is the briefing/
squad room is shared by all the offi-
cers and they only have their desks to 
work on their reports, process evidence, 
including field testing narcotics, and eat 

their lunch. 
“The plan is to expand into the Public 

works, HRAP, Farmers Market storage 
area to the north of the Police Depart-
ment and move the storage area to a 
separate building.

 “Although the PD is in dire need, 
all of city hall and the police depart-
ment have outlived the useful life of the 
building that we occupy.  We are in a 
conundrum in which we are continuing 
to have to make band aid fixes to repair 
problems and then another one pops up.  
It’s a balance of remaining fiscally re-
sponsible to the tax payers, but also not 
wasting their money on continual repairs 
and fixes.”

 The Gazette could not find the cost 
of building a new storage area in the city 
budget materials. The Gazette asked the 
city for this information but was not able 
to get an answer as of press time.

Kathleen Stinson
For The Gazette

City proposes expansion of police 
station in next fiscal year budget

Staff report
 
Oregon State Police (OSP) 

responded to a call at 2 p.m. 
Monday, March 8, about 
vandalism to the Peter Iredale 
shipwreck, located at Fort 
Stevens State Park. The ship-
wreck had been spray painted 

with the words “Black Lives 
Matter.”

 OSP said the group was 
reported to be a group of nine 
20 year olds.

 No further suspect of vehi-
cle descriptions is available at 
this time.

OSP investigates defacing 
of Peter Iredale shipwreck

Oregon’s COVID-19 vac-
cination effort is picking up 
speed once again.

State officials announced 
on Friday, March 26, plans to 
open vaccine appointments 
to more groups sooner than 
originally planned, making 
frontline workers and other 
groups eligible for the vaccine 
starting April 5.

“In keeping with Oregon’s 
commitment to equity, this 
change gives frontline work-
ers and other group seven 
populations more time to get 
vaccinated,” said Oregon 
Health Authority Director 
Patrick Allen Friday. “It also 
ensures that counties that 
have seen a plateau in demand 
among older adults can make 
sure they can continue to keep 
putting shots in arms at a rapid 
pace.”

The group to become eligi-
ble April 5, which was orig-
inally set to be eligible two 
weeks later, includes about 
800,000 people, including:

• Frontline workers as 
defined by the CDC,

• Multigenerational house-
hold members and

• Adults 16-44 with under-
lying health conditions.

That group will join an-
other set of individuals who 
became eligible last week in 
22 counties, and are set to be 
eligible statewide by March 
29 at the latest, including:

All adults 45-64 with un-
derlying health conditions,

• Migrant and seasonal 
farm workers,

• Seafood and agricultural 
workers,

• Food processing workers,
• People living in low-in-

come senior housing, senior 
congregate and independent 

Frontline workers to be eligible for vaccine April 5
Zack Demars
For The Gazette

living,
• Individuals experiencing 

homelessness,
• People currently dis-

placed by wildfires,
• Wildland firefighters and
• Pregnant people 16 and 

older.
Complete eligibility lists 

and definitions of “underlying 
health conditions” and “front-
line workers” are available on 
the state’s website at covid-
vaccine.oregon.gov/

The newest timeline gives 
state and local health officials 
time to vaccinate higher-risk 
populations before vacci-
nations open to the general 
public by May 1.

That timeline could 
change, too — Allen on 
Friday announced counties 
may be able to move ahead 
in vaccinating the general 
population on April 26, if ap-
proved by OHA based on the 
county’s vaccination rate and 
appointment availability.

“We’ll ask counties to 
include an attestation that 
they’re ready to move for-
ward, and to document their 
efforts to vaccinate previously 
eligible populations that they 
expect to have appointments 

available to expand sooner 
than May 1,” Allen said.

Friday’s news came as 
Oregon still lagged behind 
other states across the country 
in its rate of vaccinating 
seniors. About two thirds of 
Oregonians 65 and over have 
received a vaccine, putting 
the state around 35th in the 
country, according to OHA 
data.

“Oregon’s recent high rate 
of vaccinating seniors has put 
us closer to most other states 
in the percentage of seniors 
who’ve been immunized, but 
some counties continue to 
lag,” Allen said.

As always, the state’s new 
timeline is only achievable 
if it receives enough doses 
of the vaccine to administer 
shots to those eligible. State 
officials said they’d antici-
pated an additional 40,000 
doses of the Johnson & John-
son vaccine they didn’t end 
up receiving last week.

“We still expect to receive 
sufficient supplies of doses 
from the federal government 
to hit the eligibility timelines 
Governor (Kate) Brown 
just announced. Despite the 
disappointing shortfall in 

Johnson and Johnson (doses), 
the numbers continue to show 
that our total supplies will be 
adequate to vaccinate all Ore-
gon adults by early June.”

Soon, Allen said, the state 
will begin to hit a plateau in 
demand for the vaccine, and 
public health efforts will need 
to be redirected to encourage 
residents to get a vaccine, 
rather than managing limited 
supply.

“Right now as we get 
deeper into the senior popu-
lation, we’re seeing demand 
slow in some counties,” 
Allen said. “Some counties 
remain below 50% of seniors 
vaccinated — not because 
they don’t have appointments 
open. Some of the counties 
that are the furthest behind in 
vaccination rates are coun-
ties that conversely have our 
highest COVID-19 infection 
rates.”

Officials said Friday the 
vaccines already administered 
are having an impact, as Ore-
gon’s trend of new virus cases 
is still decreasing.

“We continue to see a gen-
eral trend of declining daily 
covid-19 cases, virus-related 
hospitalizations and positive 

test results as more Orego-
nians are getting vaccinated 
every day,” said Dr. Dean 
Sidelinger, state epidemiolo-
gist. “This is also because of 
the work of all Oregonians 
in continuing to wear masks, 
gather more safely and keep 
your distance.”

The state’s seven-day 
case average is down almost 
three-quarters from where it 
was at the beginning of the 
year, Sidelinger said. What’s 
more, Sidelinger said newer, 
more dangerous variants of 
the virus have yet to take hold 
in Oregon as they have in 
other states.

And while masks, social 
distancing and other public 
health measures are still 
necessary to prevent those 
variants from spreading, 
Sidelinger said vaccinations 
will continue to be a useful 
tool in the fight against the 
pandemic.

“Based on our observa-
tion, we are confident that 
the existing vaccines can 
effectively prevent severe 
infection resulting in hospital-
ization or death,” Sidelinger 
said Friday.

High-speed chase from Tillamook 
to Clatsop County ends in arrest

Staff Report
 
Oregon State Police (OSP) responded to an attempt to lo-

cate a vehicle, a blue Chevy Trailblazer, operated by Brandon 
Senff of West Linn, around 10:30 p.m. Wednesday, March 24. 
Senff had been involved in an earlier pursuit with Tillamook 
County Sheriff’s Office. OSP Officer Ian Lamb located the 
vehicle on Hwy 101, near milepost 69, and measured the 
vehicle’s speed to be over 100 mph and driving recklessly.

 OSP reported Lamb began to pursue the vehicle north-
bound on Hwy 101. Lamb attempted to stop the vehicle using 
lights and sirens but Senff attempted to elude and continued 
driving recklessly on Hwy 101 and then northbound on Hwy 
53.

 “An ATO trooper used spike strips to disable both passen-

ger tires,” Lamb stated in his report. “The driver eventually 
crashed the vehicle into a ditch on Hamlet Road in Clatsop 
County.”

 Senff was detained and showed multiple signs of impair-
ment, according to OSP. He was also found to be in possession 
of suspected methamphetamine.

 Senff was transported to the Tillamook County Jail, where 
he refused a breath test but consented to a drug recognition 
expert evaluation and provided a urine sample.

 Senff was arrested and lodged at the Tillamook County Jail 
for reckless driving, reckless endangering a person, attempt to 
elude a police vehicle and driving under the influence of con-
trolled substances. Classic Towing in Clatsop County towed 
the vehicle from the scene.
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LETTER POLICY
The Cannon Beach Gazette welcomes letters that express 
readers’ opinions on current topics. Letters may be 
submitted by email only, no longer than 300 words, and 
must be signed and include the writer’s full name, address 
(including city) and telephone number for verification of the 
writer’s identity.  We will print the writer’s name and town 
of residence only. Letters without the requisite identifying 
information will not be published. Letters are published in 
the order received and may be edited for length, grammar, 

spelling, punctuation or clarity. We do not publish group 
emails, open letters, form letters, third-party letters, letters 
attacking private individuals or businesses, or letters con-
taining advertising.

Deadline for letters is noon Thursdays. 
The date of publication will depend on space.

Email letters to jwarren@countrymedia.net 

OBITUARIES
The Cannon Beach Gazette has several options for submit-
ting obituaries. 
•  Basic Obituary: Includes the person’s name, age, town of 
residency, and information about any funeral services. No 
cost.
•  Custom Obituary: You choose the length and wording of 
the announcement. The cost is $75 for the first 200 words, 
$50 for each additional 200 words. Includes a small photo at 
no additional cost.

•  Premium Obituary: Often used by families who wish to 
include multiple photos with a longer announcement, or who 
wish to run a thank-you. Cost varies based on the length of 
the announcement. 

All obituary announcements are placed on the 
Cannon Beach Gazette website at no cost.

Email obituaries to classifieds@orcoastnews.com 

cannonbeachgazette.com

ARBOR CARE 
TREE SPECIALISTS

ISA Certified Arborists ISA 
Board-Certified Master Arborist

ISA Tree Risk Assessment 
Qualified 

Comprehensive Service, 
Pruning/Removal, 

Stump Grinding/Hazard 
Evaluations 

(503)791-0853 
www.arborcarenw.com 

CCB#171855 
WA#ARBORCI909RW 
Care for Your Trees H4

72
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H
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Are you a Night Owl? 
Care, Inc is seeking an experienced 

NOC Shift Caregiver and 
Medication Aide to round out our 

already robust team at Nehalem Bay House 
assisted living community. 

             Please contact tdelano@careinc.org or call 
503-842-2204 for a personal interview. Background check required. 

Healthy bonus structure. 

Discover the non-profit difference 
where care comes first.

Experienced Medication Aide
Kilchis House and Nehalem Bay House

Experience the non-profit difference 
where Residents are number one!

Contact Nehalem Bay House at (503) 368-6445 
or Kilchis House at (503) 801-1529

email tdelano@careinc.org
H63140

CNA’s encouraged to apply
30/60/90 day reviews with potential 

for pay increases.
Healthy bonus structure

Hero bonuses
Outstanding PPE

Paid Time Off
Delicious meals

Experienced long-term management
The opportunity to make a difference 

in the lives of others

Tillamook RV Field of Dreams RV Storage
Visit our BRAND NEW facility on HWY 101

Sign up for 12 months get two months free!
Climate Controlled and 20 amp power
RVs up to 45 feet, boats, cars and toys*

www.fieldofdreamsrvstorage.com • 503-842-7702
*No household storage or business operation allowed

H
63

27
4

H63112

Watch

North County Recreation District

HELP WANTED
CUSTODIAN

Monday-Friday, 20-25 hrs / week
$15 per hour + complimentary 

Fitness & Aquatics memberships
Application and details 

available at www.ncrd.org H63279

Fixed Route Motorcoach Driver (CDL) Full-time or Part-time – Astoria, OR
NW Navigator Luxury Coaches, LLC is offering steady part-time hours at a full-time daily flat rate of 
$120 per day!  The position is driving on a set, split schedule to transport clients between our As-
toria and Portland operations by luxury motorcoach and shuttle services on fixed route trips.  NW 
Navigator has a sterling reputation for a top-of-the-line, well maintained fleet of luxury vehicles. 
We are an industry leader, providing top pay. We also have built a reputation during the Covid Era 
for our branded Triple Clean process. We require experienced commercial passenger vehicle drivers 
with a safe driving record and a pleasant, professional customer service attitude.

FULL-TIME PAY FOR PART-TIME HOURS!

DRIVER REQUIREMENTS:
•	 Valid	Commercial	Driver	License,	Class	B	or	higher	with	passenger	endorsement	and	current		 	
 medical card required
•	 Professional,	courteous	customer	service	ability
•	 Clean	driving	record
•	 Able	to	lift	up	to	45-75	lbs.	,	sit	for	long	periods,	climb	steep	vehicle	steps,	move	comfortable		 	
 along narrow passenger aisles
•	 2+	years	of	experience	driving	large	commercial	vehicles
•	 Pass	post	offer,	pre-employment	drug	screen,	including	for	MARIJUANA	(random	as	required)
•	 Pass	post	offer,	pre-employment	criminal	background	check
•	 Strong	professional	attitude;	Clean	and	tidy
•	 Team	player!

Apply now by sending your resume to:  Apply@nwnavigator.com

Let our locally based 
service help you get 
your office organized
for 2021. We provide

CONFIDENTIAL
DOCUMENT 
SHREDDING

(503) 457-3089 
SIGHT UNSEEN 

SHREDDING, LLC 
License #20-480 H6

28
72

GREAT PAY!  END OF SUMMER BONUS!
GOOD WORKING ENVIRONMENT
Sunset Vacation Rentals is now hiring Professional 

Housekeepers and Quality Checkers for the summer 
season. Part-time and full-time positions available.

Apply at 
186 Laneda Ave, Manzanita

Or call Charity at 
#800-883-7784

H63172



April 2, 20216 CannonBeachGazette.com  |  Cannon Beach Gazette

          www.TillamookHeadlightHerald.com  Fall Home Improvement  •  2015  •  1

Headlight Herald

Citizen
North Coast

2021

Let our readers know 
who you are!
Just in time for 

seasonal repairs, remodels 
and maintenance

Columbia Pacific 
Property Magazine advertisers, 

you save 25%!

Publishing Soon! 
To make arrangements for your 

business to be included,
contact Katherine at 503-842-7535, 

headlightads@countrymedia.net

Clatsop County Public 
Health and its local part-
ners will begin offering 
COVID-19 vaccines this 
week to members of the next 
priority groups identified by 
the state, including adults 

age 45 to 64 with underlying 
health conditions.

 The county is also 
hosting a vaccination clinic 
for east-county residents on 
Wednesday, March 31, at 
Jewell School. And a special 

weekend clinic will be held 
Saturday, April 3, at the Sea-
side Convention Center.

 
NEW PRIORITY GROUPS
Under the State of Ore-

gon’s phased vaccine priority 
schedule, several groups are 
due to be eligible for shots 
beginning Monday, March 
29, including adults 45-64 
with underlying conditions, 
seafood workers, homeless 
people and others.

 Adults with underlying 
health conditions are being 
scheduled for the Task Force’s 
regular vaccination clinics 
held Mondays through Thurs-
days in Astoria and Seaside. 
Appointments will be made 
based on age – 64-year-olds 
first, then 63-year-olds, and 
so on. To get an appointment, 
sign up with the county’s 
Vaccine Survey/Interest Form 

found at www.co.clatsop.
or.us.

 The Task Force is arrang-
ing outreach vaccine clinics 
for other populations that are 
eligible under the state guide-
lines beginning March 29.

 
JEWELL, SEASIDE CLINCS

The March 31 vaccination 
clinic for Jewell, Elsie and 
other east-county residents 
will be held from 10 a.m. to 
noon at Jewell School, 83874 
Highway 103. The event is 
open by appointment only – 
to register for a spot, call the 
county Public Information 
Call Center at (503) 325-
8500. The clinic is a joint 
project of Clatsop County 
and the Elsie-Vinemaple and 
Mist-Birkenfeld fire districts.

 The April 3 Seaside vac-
cine clinic will be held from 
8 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Seaside 

Convention Center, 415 1st 
Ave. It is also by appointment 
only – eligible individuals 
who have signed up with the 
county’s Vaccine Survey/In-
terest Form will be contacted 
by the county for instructions 
on registering for the event.

 
JOHNSON & JOHNSON 

VACCINE
Currently the county is re-

ceiving only limited deliveries 
of this one-dose vaccine, and 
as a result is reserving it for 
individuals and groups with 
mobility challenges or other 
barriers to accessing vaccines 
through the regular vaccina-
tion clinics.

 “We urge people to take 
the first available vaccine, and 
not put off getting vaccinated 
in the hope of getting the 
Johnson & Johnson vaccine,” 
said Margo Lalich, Clatsop 

County Public Health direc-
tor.

 If you need help getting to 
a vaccination event, there are 
multiple providers:

• NW Rides (503) 861-
0657 or 1-888-793-0439 (no 
charge)

• Dial-A-Ride (Sunset Em-
pire Transportation District) 
(503) 861-7437 (no charge)

• Medix Non-Emergency 
Medical Transport (503) 861-
1990

• K&M Medivan (503) 
791-4347

•
As of March 24, a total 

of nearly 13,000 vaccine 
doses have been administered 
locally, either through the 
county’s Vaccine Task Force 
or by pharmacies or other 
providers, and approximately 
4,500 residents are fully 
vaccinated.

County moved to next vaccine priority groups March 29

OPPORTUNITIES TO TEACH
Community Action Team - Head Start is seeking 
people who love working with children. We 

have an opening for Assistant 
Teacher ($14.52 - $17.57) in our 
Tillamook center. Great benefits: 
health, dental, vision, retirement 
and education assistance. 
Position is open until filled. EOE. 

Please call (503) 556-3736 or visit 
www.nworheadstart.org for more information.

The Seaside Seagulls suffered their first loss of the season when they met the Tillamook Cheesemakers 
on the road last Friday night, March 26, bringing their season record to 2-1 overall and 2-1 in the Cowapa 
League standings. The Gulls meet Astoria on Friday night, April 2, in a league rival contest as the Gulls host 
the Fishermen at Broadway Field in Seaside at 7 p.m.. Pictured is running back Andrew Teubner as he  takes 
a hand off in the first quarter. The Gulls lost to the Mooks 14-18.  Photo by Joe Warren

Ironclads take the field ...

As vaccines spread across 
the globe and cities around 
the country thaw from under 
virus restrictions, one topic 
has been top of mind: What 
does a post-pandemic future 
look like?

A panel of experts from 
Oregon State University took 
up pieces of that question 
Tuesday in a forum address-
ing questions about the next 
steps for getting the popula-
tion vaccinated, what it might 
take to travel internationally 
this summer and what lessons 
we can all take away from the 
COVID-19 crisis.

Summer fun?
International travel might 

be a possibility this summer 
— but it’ll be important for 
travelers to be vaccinated and 
aware of their surroundings, 
according to Chunhuei Chi, 
the director of OSU’s Center 
for Global Health.

“Even before vaccination, 
there’s a component of travel 
that’s safe, and there’s a 
component of travel is not so 
safe,” Chi said Tuesday.

According to Chi, airplane 
flights are actually safer than 
some might expect: With 
planes constantly filtering the 
air, that regular scrubbing can 
make them cleaner than other 
indoor spaces.

But areas outside the plane 
can be more challenging: Se-
curity check areas and other 
common spaces in airports 
can promote higher risks if 
they’re not adequately spaced 
apart or cleaned regularly, 
Chi said.

And since each country has 
had a different virus response, 
every corner of the globe 
faces a slightly different state 
of the virus.

Chi said some regions are 
still experiencing significant 
virus spread and mutation, 

while others are living life 
close to normal after strong 
lockdowns all but kept out 
the virus.

“I would suggest, look at 
the destination,” Chi advises 
travelers. “You want to see 
the country you’re traveling 
to be relatively safe, and 
there’s no new variants ....”

An annual vaccine?
The first round of 

COVID-19 shots might not 
be the last, according to 
Gaurav Sahay, an associate 
professor of pharmacy who’s 
an expert in vaccine develop-
ment.

Since the virus won’t be 
going away even when many 
more people are vaccinated, 
continued mutations could 
reduce the effectiveness of 
already existing vaccines, 
Sahay said. That could make 
it necessary to get a new shot 
every year, just like for the 
flu.

“There is an assumption 
that perhaps this might be 
an annual event, because the 
virus will still be around,” 
Sahay said. “But having said 
that, new technologies are be-
ing built and the hope is that 
this would really go down. So 
they are working on basically 
doing a booster shot.”

And according to Brett 
Tyler, who directs the univer-
sity’s project to sequence and 
catalogue variants of the virus 
in Oregon, making sure pop-
ulations across the globe are 
vaccinated could help reduce 
variants in the future.

That’s because the more 
the virus spreads, the more it 
mutates — meaning there’s a 
higher likelihood it’ll mutate 
in a way that makes it less 
susceptible to the vaccine.

“It’s going to be very 
important to help countries all 
around the world control the 
virus,” Tyler said. “If we vac-
cinate all Americans but the 
virus is running unchecked 

Summer travel and vaccine 
booster shots: OSU panel 
discusses post-COVID future

elsewhere in the world, that 
creates the possibility of more 
and more variants appearing 
and returning back onto our 
shores, and this is one of 
the challenges that China is 
facing right now.”

Public health failures?
Tuesday’s experts agreed: 

The response to COVID-19 
has exposed plenty of cracks 
in public health systems 
across the country and state 
that can be improved before 
future crises.

“It’s also laid bare the 
systemic inequities in our 
healthcare system — the lack 
of access particularly for 
persons with disabilities, the 
lack of access for vulnerable 
and minority communities 
and special populations,” said 
Courtney Campbell, who’s 

researching the prioritization 
of vaccine distribution.

Since some groups already 
have more difficulties getting 
access to health care — like 
those with lower incomes, 
those who aren’t as mobile or 
those without internet — the 
stress the pandemic has put 
on the system has made it 
even harder.

Campbell points to vaccine 
distribution as an example, 
and how the state’s Latino 
population has made up a 
larger share of Oregon’s virus 
cases but a smaller share of 
its vaccinations.

The distribution’s also 
shown how struggles in 
public health staffing can 
stymie vaccination efforts, 
said Joseph Agor, who studies 
vaccine supply chains.

“I can have millions or tril-

lions of pounds of supplies, 
but if I don’t have the people 
to distribute it, then really it’s 
just going to create longer 
lines, waits and inefficiencies 
that really weren’t planned to 
be there to begin with,” Agor 
said.

And the hesitancy among 
some groups to get vacci-
nated has shown the impact 
systemic healthcare chal-
lenges, according to Daniel 
López-Cevallos, an associate 
professor of ethnic studies.

“It takes a consistent, 
thoughtful, conscious effort 
to reach out to those com-
munities, so if those systems 
haven’t been there in the past, 
it makes it that much harder,” 
López-Cevallos said.

Or reasons to cheer?
But an analysis of the 

public health response to the 
virus shouldn’t be all doom 
and gloom, according to 
Marion Ceraso, an associate 
professor who studies public 
health communication.

The fact that experts have 
gotten effective vaccines onto 
the market in less than a year 
is something to celebrate, 
Ceraso said — and something 
that celebrating might actu-
ally encourage more people 
to get vaccinated.

“I think as that community 
experience grows, the resis-
tance to accepting the vaccine 
will get lower,” Ceraso 
said. “These vaccines are an 
incredible, amazing public 
health success story, and I 
think we need to share that 
information with the public 
to really fully inform them of 
this picture.”

Zack Demars
For The Gazette
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