
Established 1791
Presbyterian Church

of Barnet
Join Us In Worship

Sundays • 10am
802-633-4068

279 West Main Street 
West Barnet, VT

Tune in on Facebook, 
Sundays at 10am or view at 

your convenience. 

Established 1828

Kevin Johnson, President/Owner 
ReedSupplyCompany.com

12 Perkins Street – St. Johnsbury, VT 05819
802-748-3541

Established 1830

Fairbanks Scales
“Weighing Equipment for the World”

Fairbanks.com

Established 1837

The Caledonian-Record
802-748-8121

190 Federal Street
with Satellite Office:

263 Main St., Littleton, N.H. • 603-444-7141
N.H. & VT. TOLL FREE 1-800-523-NEWS

www.caledonianrecord.com

Lyndonville Agway, INC.
Grow with US

Serving the NEK since 1844
Cynthia & Douglas Burrington

6601 Memorial Drive
PO Box 988

Lyndonville, VT 05851
p  802-626-5538 f  802-626-8081

Serving our communit  

passumpsicbank.com

Established 1856
Grace United 

Methodist Church
36 Central St. – St. Johnsbury, Vt. – 802-748-2895  

Rev. Jin-Jong Lee

Worship Service: Sundays  a.m.

www.stjgracechurch.org

Guests are invited, expected 
and welcome at all

Grace Church events.

    
   

 

   
 

 
 

    
 

   

Since 1890

Stocks | Bonds | Mutual Funds
Annuities | Managed Accounts

1197 Main Street, 2nd Floor
St. Johnsbury, Vermont 05819

(802) 751-0500
Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated

Member SIPC & NYSE

Established 1891

1302 Main Street
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

802-748-2372
Northern New England’s Museum of Natural History

communitynationalbank.com

Established 1851
Vermont’s #1 SBA 504 Third-Party Lender for 2025
Community Bancorp. CMTV NasdaqListed on Feb. 2, 2026

For 175 years, we’ve grown, evolved, and remained  
committed to excellence and community.

BUSINESS RECOGNITION WEEKENDER, MARCH 28 & 29, 2026
SECTION B

A Special Supplement To The
Caledonian-Record Highlighting

Milestones For Some Of The Many
Successful Local Businesses Of

Vermont’s Northeast Kingdom And
The New Hampshire North Country

ABOUT THIS SECTION 
 The profiles in this section are based 
on information provided directly from 
participating businesses, reporters and 
newspaper archives. Draft narratives 

were assisted by AI and then reviewed, 
edited, and fact-checked by editors to 

ensure accuracy and clarity. If you have 
feedback or questions, please contact 

editors at news@caledonian-record.com

Presbyterian Church 
Of Barnet Celebrates 
Centuries Of Faithful 
Community Service

The Presbyterian Church of 
Barnet is marking 235 years in 
2026, a milestone for a congrega-
tion that has anchored communi-
ty life in Barnet and surrounding 
towns for generations.

The church traces its story to 
the town’s early adoption of Pres-
byterian governance and to the 
calling of the Rev. David Good-
willie as the first minister, with 

worship centered today in two 
historic locations. The congrega-
tion notes the town voted in 1784 
to accept the Presbyterian form of 
church government, and church 
history records that Goodwillie 
was called in 1790.

From September through June, 
services are held at 279 West 
Main Street in West Barnet. In 
summer, worship moves uphill to 
the Barnet Center sanctuary at 276 
Barnet Center Road, a building 
whose first sermon was preached 
July 22, 1849. Sunday services 
begin at 10 a.m.

The congregation reports 59 
members and a number of friends 
worship with the congregation on 
a regular basis. Those unable to 
attend can follow along on Face-
book Live, where recent sermons 
are posted.

Alongside weekly worship, the 
church emphasizes community 
hospitality. It hosts a Senior Meal 
Site and Meals on Wheels and 
provides space for a well-loved 
Church Store (thrift) operation, 
notes the church website.

Retreats, youth programs and 
reunions gather at the church’s 
Green Mountain Retreat Center 
next to the Barnet Center sanctu-
ary, which is available for group 

rentals and special events.
The Barnet Center church, 

vestry and cemetery are part of 
a nationally recognized historic 
district.

“I am honored to be serving 
as the Interim Pastor of the Pres-
byterian Church of Barnet. This 
small, historic congregation is an 
inclusive and friendly community 
of disciples of Christ who employ 
our minds, hearts and hands in 
trying to discern and do the will 

of God as seen in Jesus Christ. We 
are committed to serving our God 
and our neighbors in Barnet and 
beyond,” Pastor Danny Massie 
said.

“235th, wow! The Presbyterian 
Church of Barnet offers a warm 
welcome from the moment you 
walk in. The Sunday services are 
traditional and thought-provok-
ing, and the projects outside Sun-
day mornings are truly inspiring… 
It’s wonderful to be able to work 
with people who show Jesus’ love 
through actions as well as words,” 
organist Amanda Cashin said.

Community traditions remain a 
defining part of the calendar, from 
Vacation Bible School and church 
camps to the Fourth of July chick-
en barbecue and other gatherings 
that bring neighbors together.

Day to day, the church operates 
with two employees — a three-
quarters-time minister and a part-
time organist — and a wider circle 
of members and friends who pitch 
in across ministries.

Looking ahead, the congre-
gation is engaged in a search 
for a full-time installed minis-
ter. For worship details, history 
and retreat information, visit the 
church’s website at pcbarnetvt.org 
or call 802-357-1039.

CALEDONIAN-RECORD STAFF

235 YEARS

This small, historic congregation is an inclusive This small, historic congregation is an inclusive 
and friendly community of disciples of Christ who and friendly community of disciples of Christ who 
employ our minds, hearts and hands in trying to employ our minds, hearts and hands in trying to 
discern and do the will of God as seen in Jesus discern and do the will of God as seen in Jesus 

Christ. We are committed to serving our God and Christ. We are committed to serving our God and 
our neighbors in Barnet and beyond.” our neighbors in Barnet and beyond.” 
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Woodsville, NH 03785
(603) 747-9000

EST. 1903

Cottage Hospital has served the Upper Valley and beyond
for over 120 years. We are proud to offer a variety of quality

healthcare services that you can trust to include:
OrthOpaedics - critical care - designated trauma cener -

diagnOstic imaging - inpatient care - labOratOry -
OccupatiOnal & physical therapy - rehabilitative therapy -

urOlOgy - surgical services - ray Of hOme inpatient geriatric -
mental health - multi-specialty Outpatient center:

cardiOlOgy, endOcrinOlOgy, gastrOenterOlOgy, general
surgery, pOdiatry, primary care, mental health

Your Health. Your Community. Your Hospital.

Meeting Your Healthcare Needs — 
    Now and Always
           

  Trusted.  Local.  Exceptional Care.

                      

eptcxxc. EExall.co. Ldd.erust  TTr
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Established 1915
Stop in and check out our Gift Shop 

NOW OPEN YEAR ROUND
Pure

Maple Syrup
Pancake & Waffle Mix

Salad Dressings
Vermont Gift Items

Gift Baskets
1006 Portland Street

St. Johnsbury, VT
05819

Established 1919

Home Office: 802-748-1200
800-639-1908

Burlington, VT
Montpelier, VT
Morrisville, VT

Newport, VT

Orleans, VT
Rutland, VT

St. Johnsbury, VT

Established 1925

109 Old Stone House Road
Brownington, Vermont 05860

802-754-2022
oldstonehousemuseum.org
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CELEBRATING 98 YEARS

10 Railroad Street • Wells River, VT
802-757-2311 • WellsRiverChevy.com



SAME GOOD FOLKS!  SAME GREAT DEALS!
EVEN MORE CHOICES!

I-93 Exit 34C | 193 Mittersill Road
Franconia, NH 03580 

603-823-5511 | www.mittersillresort.com

A f our - sea so ns  Res or t  in  sc en ic  
Fran c on ia  N o tc h ,  NH  

   Mittersill ™ | Established 1945 

Mittersill Alpine Resort ®
® 

VxÄxuÜtà|Çz lxtÜá48811

802.626.5594
www.nekchamber.com
director@nekchamber.com

Proudly supporting businesses
of all sizes and industries

Established 1891

CPAs & Advisors Since 1920

OLIVIA THOMAS, EA
Office: (802) 748-5654 Fax (802) 748-8368

A.M. Peisch & Company, LLP

1020 Memorial Drive

St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

Community National 
Banks On People

DERBY — Tracing its origin to 
1851, Community National Bank 
reaches a milestone 175 years 
in business this year and plans a 
year‑long series of customer ap-
preciation events to mark the sig-
nificant anniversary.

The institution began when 
seven local residents gathered at 
the Orleans County courthouse 
on Jan. 15, 1851, to be sworn in 
to receive stock subscriptions for 
a bank first called the Peoples 
Bank. At the first formal directors’ 
meeting on March 12, 1851, direc-
tors Portus Baxter, D.B.B. Cobb, 
Harry Baxter, Levi Spaulding and 
Daniel Webster named Harry Bax-
ter as president and N.T. Sheafe as 
cashier.

Over the decades, the bank 
evolved with the region. It ob-
tained a national charter in 1865 as 
the National Bank of Derby Line, 
and in 1975 adopted its current 
name, Community National Bank, 
after acquiring Island Pond Na-
tional Bank. In 2007, it acquired 
LyndonBank, adding offices in 
Enosburg Falls, Lyndonville and 
Morrisville.

Today, Community National 
Bank operates 12 retail offices 
statewide—including the main 
office in Derby—and loan pro-
duction offices in Burlington and 
in Lebanon, New Hampshire. 
The bank has approximately 140 
employees and offers “modern, 
convenient, competitive” banking 
products and services for consum-
ers, businesses, organizations and 
municipalities.

Community engagement re-

mains a central theme. The bank 
highlights financial support for 
events and local projects, employ-
ee volunteerism and service on 
boards and committees, and class-
room financial education among 
its ongoing efforts.

The bank reports being ranked 
the number one bank in Vermont 
by Forbes in 2022 and again in 
2025. It was also named the Small 
Business Administration 504 
Third‑Party Lender of the Year for 
2025.

To commemorate the 175th 
anniversary, the bank is hosting 
monthly Customer Appreciation 
Events at different offices through-
out 2026, featuring light refresh-
ments, special giveaways and door 
prizes. The schedule and details 
are posted on the bank’s website 
(communitynationalbank.com) 
under “175 Reasons to Celebrate.”

“Today marks Community Na-
tional Bank’s 175th anniversary. 
Since our establishment in 1851, 
two principles have consistent-
ly defined our institution: Con-
sistency and Community,” said 
Christopher Caldwell, president 
and CEO, in a Jan. 15 message 
about the milestone. “We sincere-
ly appreciate the trust placed in us 
and look forward to furthering our 
positive impact, working collabo-
ratively to shape a brighter future 
for all who make their home in our 
communities.”

Part of the celebration took 
place in New York City on March 
3, when bank officials rang the 
Nasdaq closing bell.

For event schedules and up-
dates, visit communitynational-
bank.com. The main office phone 
number is 802‑334‑7915.

Grace United Methodist 
Rooted In Community, Faith

Grace United Methodist Church 
marks its 170th year, continuing a 
legacy rooted in faith and service 
to St. Johnsbury and its surrounding 
communities.

From its home just off historic 
Main Street at 36 Central Street, 
the church continues to welcome 
neighbors to worship and commu-
nity life. The congregation describes 
its primary mission this way: to 
help people develop “an authentic, 
personal, growing relationship with 
God through His Son, Jesus Christ.”

Grace Church’s story is etched 
into its architecture. The first build-
ing on the current site went up in 
1859; today’s sanctuary—the third 
on the property—was dedicated in 
1916. Vermont granite defines the 
structure, with trim sourced from 
quarries in Woodbury, Concord and 
Hardwick, states the church website.

Inside, the Turner Memorial Win-
dow by Tiffany Studios is a focal 
point, depicting angels announcing 
the birth of Jesus to the shepherds. 
The window remains a signature 
feature for visitors and longtime 
worshipers alike.

While the building conveys 
history, the weekly rhythm is 
present-tense. Grace Church of-
fers blended worship every Sun-
day—10:30 a.m. the majority of 
the year and 9 a.m. in July and Au-

gust—and maintains an active slate 
of small groups and ministries for 
all ages.

Community hospitality extends 
beyond Sunday. The church hosts 
a weekly community lunch and 
engages in seasonal efforts like 
a Christmas Co-Op program, a 
Hospice poinsettia fundraiser, a 
Halloween outreach, and the VT 
S.U.P.P.O.R.T.S. effort.

Clergy leadership also reflects 
continuity and change. Rev. Jin‑Jong 
Lee serves as pastor, appointed in 
2024, alongside lay leaders and vol-
unteer-led ministries that support 
worship and children’s programs.

Grace Church’s Tiffany window 
is more than a historic artifact; it 
is part of a living campus the con-
gregation is working to preserve. A 
2023 capital campaign outlined pri-
orities that include replacing aging 
furnaces and refurbishing stained-
glass windows to sustain the build-
ing for future generations.

As it observes its 170th year, the 
congregation’s focus remains on its 
mission and on sharing its “beautiful 
space” with the community through 
ongoing ministries and events.

Grace United Methodist Church 
serves St. Johnsbury and surround-
ing towns. For information on 
services, ministries and ways to 
connect, visit stjgracechurch.org, 
call 802‑748‑2895 or email stjgrace-
church@gmail.com.

175 YEARS

170 YEARS
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Confetti falls on directors and leaders of Community National Bank 
during a Nasdaq closing bell celebration in New York City on March 3, 
2026. (Contributed Photo)
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Established 1945
Guibord-Pearsons & Sayles

Funeral Home
St. Johnsbury, VT • 802-748-3955
Lyndonville, VT • 802-626-9389

Guest Memorials
St. Johnsbury, VT • 802-748-3955

Caledonia Life Services, Inc.
Stephen & Helen Robertson, Owners

Established 1950

Proudly serving the businesses of the Northeast Kingdom:
• Business Planning • Financing Assistance
• Site Selection • Resource Connections

36 Eastern Avenue • St. Johnsbury, VT 05819
802.748.5181

Established 1956

POULSEN LUMBER
656 MONROE ROAD •LITTLETON, NH 03561

603-444-5425
In business for over 60 years.
FRAMING LUMBER • ATTICAT INSULATION

VERSATEX TRIM • GRAYNE SIDING
PLYWOOD • PRESSURE-TREATED LUMBER

EVERLAST METAL ROOFING

Established 1957

Home • Farm  • Auto • RVs • Flood • Business
REPRESENTING:

CO-OPERATIVE INSURANCE COMPANIES 
AND U.I.I.S. INSURANCE SERVICES

185 Church St., Peacham, VT 05862 • 802-592-3234
Jeff, Cassie & Anna

email: insure@berwickagency.com

Trusted since 1962
Call us for all your Personal, Commercial, and 

Farm Insurance needs.

 (802) 766-2294 | 346 Main Street | Derby, VT 
(802) 525-3734 | 86 Church Street | Barton, VT 

www.taylormooreinsurance.com

Established 1964

The best choice for car shopping.
650 Meadow St. • Littleton, NH

603-444-7771
crosstownmotors.net

Established 1964

Rt. 2 – West Danville, Vt.

802-684-3622

A complete line of building materials –
at competitive prices.

Established 1969

Electrical Technology Inc.

One Gordon Mills Way
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

802-748-8106
www.weidmann-electrical.com

Established 1972

HOSPITAL DRIVE, ST. JOHNSBURY | 802-748-8141

Established 1973
WAGNER CONSTRUCTION

802-467-3445 – FAX: 802-467-3445
Two Generations to Serve You Better
GEORGE R. WAGNER – GEORGE R. WAGNER JR.
Over 50 Years Construction Experience

SITE DEVELOPMENT - EXCAVATION - LANDSCAPING
WATER & SEPTIC SYSTEMS

COMPLETE LOADER, DOZER, BACK HOE, EXCAVATOR &
DUMP TRUCK - UST REMOVALS & SITE ASSESSMENTS
• QUALITY      • REASONABLE PRICES

CEsta6Bslied 1974 
♦ � GOODRIDGE l'. 

� i LUMBER, Inc. '9
Specializing in White Cedar Log Homes � 
Log Siding • �ough & Finished Lumber �!:

Perma-Chmk Log Home Products �·

� Albany, VT I 802-755-6298 l�

A Place Of Wonder: 
Fairbanks Museum Leads 

With Inquiry, Learning
For 135 years, the Fairbanks 

Museum & Planetarium has stood 
on Main Street in St. Johnsbury as 
a place where curiosity is encour-
aged and discovery is hands-on.

Founded in 1889, the museum 
first opened its doors in 1891 and 
continues to serve as a cultural and 
educational anchor for the North-
east Kingdom, welcoming visitors 
of all ages to explore the natural 
world through exhibits, programs 
and public science outreach.

The institution began with the 
vision of Franklin and Frances 
Fairbanks, who sought to create a 
center for learning and science ed-
ucation in their hometown. Early 
pieces of the museum’s collection 
were housed in their home before 
becoming part of a public institu-
tion designed to enrich communi-
ty life through exposure to natural 
history and global cultures.

Today, the Fairbanks Museum 
is known for its classic Victorian 
building and its cabinet of curiosi-
ties experience. Visitors encounter 
mounted animals, gems, meteor-
ites, shells, fossils and historical 
artifacts displayed much as they 
were in the late 19th century, of-
fering a rare look at traditional 
natural history presentation. These 
collections remain a defining fea-
ture of the museum experience.

The building itself is recognized 
for its architectural and histori-
cal importance. Constructed in a 
Richardsonian Romanesque style, 
it is listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places. The structure 
anchors the town’s historic Main 
Street and continues to house the 
museum’s primary exhibitions.

In addition to its galleries, the 
museum operates Vermont’s only 
public planetarium. The Lyman 
Spitzer Jr. Planetarium offers daily 
astronomy presentations and im-
mersive shows that introduce visi-
tors to space science and the night 
sky. The planetarium has long 
been a signature feature, blending 
education and entertainment in a 
format accessible to families and 
learners of all ages.

Another defining element is the 
museum’s Eye on the Sky weather 
center. Since 1981, meteorologists 
based at the museum have pro-
duced local forecasts broadcast on 
Vermont Public and regional me-
dia outlets. The program connects 
the museum’s scientific mission 
to everyday life across the state, 
providing detailed weather infor-
mation from St. Johnsbury.

Education remains central to 
the museum’s operations. Pro-
grams serve preschool children 
through adults, with offerings that 
include the Balch Nature School, 
school group visits and inqui-
ry-driven science education for 
grades K–8. These experiences 
emphasize hands-on learning and 
direct engagement with scientific 
concepts.

The museum also hosts public 
events, workshops and lectures 
throughout the year, encouraging 
repeat visits and ongoing com-
munity involvement. Partnerships 
with organizations such as Cata-
mount Arts, area schools and St. 
Johnsbury Academy support a 
shared commitment to education 
and cultural enrichment.

Staffing reflects a blend of pro-
fessional expertise and communi-
ty support. The museum operates 
with approximately 16 full-time 
equivalent employees and relies 
on many volunteers who assist 
with programs, collections and 
daily operations. Longtime staff 
members contribute institutional 
knowledge that helps maintain 
both the historic building and its 
grounds.

In 2024, the museum reached 
a significant milestone with the 
opening of the Tang Science An-
nex, the first physical expansion 
to the museum since 1895. The 
addition created new space for 
hands-on exhibits and education-
al activities, reflecting a commit-
ment to growth while respecting 
the institution’s historic roots.

Interactive stations invite vis-
itors to experiment with light, 
wind, electricity and gravity, rein-
forcing the museum’s long-stand-
ing approach of learning through 
direct experience rather than 
screens alone.

Guiding all of this work is a 
clear sense of purpose. “The Mis-
sion of the Fairbanks Museum & 
Planetarium is to inspire wonder, 
curiosity, and responsibility for 
the natural world,” the institution 
states.

“Thank you for making it pos-
sible to deliver science education, 
public programs, and new exhibits 
that inspire curiosity and wonder. 
Support from our community in-
vests in fundamental science ed-
ucation and creates opportunities 
for students to experience the joys 
of discovery. We hope you’ll visit 
soon and let us know what you en-
joyed or would like to see happen 
here. We’re here because of you. 
Thank you for your support!”

That mission continues to res-
onate with residents and visitors 
who see the museum as both a 
local landmark and a gateway to 
the wider world. With a full cal-
endar of exhibitions, educational 
programming and public services, 
the Fairbanks Museum remains 
a place where learning is shared 
across generations.

More information about exhib-
its, programs and visiting hours is 
available at fairbanksmuseum.org 
or by calling 802-748-2372.

135 YEARS
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Asa Sukkaew grabs a plate of cricket pancakes from Chef Paula 
Bystrzycki at the griddle and Fairbanks Museum staff member Ama 
Jones during the museum’s Cricket Pancake Brunch Saturday, May 3, 
2025. (Photo by Andrew McGregor)
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Established 1974

Bernd Weber, DDS
Mielle Fox, DMD

www.smilewise.net
8 Clover Lane, Suite 2, Whitefield, NH, 603-837-9342

Serving the 
Community For
Over

Bernd Weber, DDS
Mielle Fox, DMD

Years!51

Established 1975

Railroad St.
St. Johnsbury

802-748-3613

Celebrating Over 50 Years of Fine Food

O THE CS INTTTING ARAINTEGR

ORS.TARAMOUNTTAATC

YOMMUNITO THE C

GOR

Established 1976

The Framing Format
“CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING”

Antique Vermont Maps
D-I-Y Framing Supplies

485 Lafayette St. • St. Johnsbury, VT

Sharon E. Reihmer, Prop.
802-748-3964 • www.framingformat.com

Established 1976
Raymond Heath

Construction, Inc.
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SITE WORK
303 Walsh Road, Waterford, VT

802-535-5356
Proudly serving the Northeast Kingdom

Since 1976

Wood, Gas and Pellet Stoves
Wood and Gas Fireplaces
45+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

Peter L’Esperance 802-476-4905
Steve Comstock Fax: 802-476-4998

Established 1979
CCaalleennddaarr  BBrrooookk  CCaaBBiinneettrryy

DaviD Patoine, master craftsman

Custom Cabinetry, Kitchens, Vanities, Millwork,
Butternut, Hardwood Lumber & Plywood Sales,

Hardwood Flooring, Wide Pine & Spruce
Granite, Solid Surface, Wood Counters

4863 Memorial Drive
Lyndon, St. Johnsbury

802-748-5658

Established 1979

Design & Construction
St. Johnsbury, Vermont
802-748-8094
www.fairbanksmill.com

Established 1979
DANVILLE RESTAURANT

& INN
Danville, Vt.
802-684-3484
Fully Licensed
Casual Dining
& Lodging

Established 1980

Trenny Robb
and

Bob Michaud

Rt. 5 • Sutton, VT 05867

802-467-3943

Antique

and Custom

Brass & Copper Lighting

Custom Plant, Petal and Mica Shades

Repair • Rewire • Polish

www.highbeams.com

Summersweet 
G A  R  D E  N  S

A T  P E R E N N I A L  P L E A S U R E S

Nursery, Greenhouse & Gift Shop
Perennials • Shrubs • Herbs • Annuals 

63 Brick House Road, East Hardwick, VT 
Rachel Kane • 802.472.5104
summersweetgardens.com

Established 1980

Established 1980
Good Used
Late Model

Cars and Trucks
For Sale

Brakes • Exhaust • Tires • Oil Change • Struts & Shocks  
•  Used Parts • 4-Wheel Alignment • Auto Detailing • 

• 24-Hour Towing
Vt. State Inspection Station

376 
802-626-4276 • 802-626-9251

Mountain View Auto, Inc.
Sales and Services

A Legacy Of Connection: 
Northeast Kingdom 

Chamber Champions 
Business, Community

The Northeast Kingdom Cham-
ber of Commerce is marking a 
milestone this spring, celebrating 
service to the region since 1891. 
Rooted in the business networks 
that helped shape St. Johnsbury’s 
industrial era, the chamber’s mis-
sion today spans connection, ad-
vocacy and coordinated regional 
development in Caledonia, Essex 
and Orleans counties.

What began as a Board of Trade 
more than a century ago formalized 
over time, incorporating as the St. 
Johnsbury Chamber of Commerce 
in 1958 and adopting the Northeast 
Kingdom Chamber name in 1992. 
Those shifts mirror the organiza-
tion’s evolution from a town-fo-
cused group to a tri‑county conve-
ner.

The chamber describes itself as 
“the central convener, connector, 

and catalyst for rural economic 
and community development in 
Vermont’s Northeast Kingdom.” 
Its current work includes bringing 
partners together on workforce, 
housing and regional marketing—
efforts intended to align day‑to‑day 
business support with longer‑term 
community needs.

Leadership today reflects that 
wider lens. The organization notes 
just a handful of directors over the 
decades, including current direc-
tor Loralee Tester. Recent years 
have also brought collaboration 
with neighboring chambers and an 
emphasis on shared initiatives that 
reach across town lines.

Signature programs highlight 
that regional approach. Leadership 
NEK, a cohort‑based development 
program, connects emerging and es-
tablished leaders with place‑based 
learning, mentorship and capstone 
projects. The current curriculum 
focuses on issues like economic 
development, education, housing, 
health care and local government.

Manufacturing also headlines the 
chamber’s agenda. Its Manufactur-
ing Consortium convenes employ-
ers with educators and workforce 
partners—from local career and 
technical centers to the Vermont 
Department of Labor—to strength-
en training pipelines and support 
innovation in one of the region’s 
critical sectors.

Recurring civic forums help 
keep the community informed. The 
Monthly Legislative Breakfast—
held on the last Monday of each 
month at 8 a.m. at the St. Johnsbury 
Athenaeum—offers a space to hear 
updates from state lawmakers and 
share local perspectives. The cham-
ber frames the series simply: “Stay 
connected. Stay informed. Shape 
the conversation.”

Coffee Hours on the first 
Wednesday at 7:30 a.m. provide a 
more casual venue for cross‑sector 
conversation. Both gatherings un-
derscore the group’s belief that re-
gional problem‑solving depends on 
regular, accessible opportunities to 
listen and collaborate.

The chamber’s reach shows up in 
marketing and visitor support, too. 
Its website hosts a regional events 
calendar and local business directo-
ry, and its “Discover the Kingdom” 
information hub spotlights attrac-
tions, education and community 

assets across the NEK.
Through periods of growth and 

challenge, the organization has 
adapted. Highlights include the Jay-
cees’ rise in the mid‑20th century, 
construction of the current Main 
Street information booth in St. 
Johnsbury, circa 1988, and the con-
solidation of local chamber efforts 
in recent years. The chamber also 
notes weather‑related disruptions, 
including flooding that spurred a 
move from the Green Mountain 
Mall to Lyndon Center.

Board continuity has been anoth-
er throughline. Long‑time leaders 
such as Wes Ward and Nick Rivers 
are recognized for steady service 
during periods of transition, reflect-
ing a culture the chamber sums up 
as collaboration, trust and a “belief 
in abundance.”

At its core, the chamber’s stated 
mission remains clear: “We strive 
to foster a vibrant community by 
providing resources, advocacy, 

and opportunities for collaboration 
while promoting the unique culture 
and natural beauty of the Northeast 
Kingdom. Together, we build a 
thriving economy that benefits all 
residents and visitors.” — North-
east Kingdom Chamber of Com-
merce website.

The anniversary month brings 
familiar traditions alongside for-
ward‑looking conversation. The 
Annual Meeting on April 9 at 
Burke Mountain Hotel will center 
on momentum, partnership and the 
relationship between regional assets 
and business vitality. A Civics Bee 
on April 10 adds a youth‑focused 
note to the week.

“Thank you to the businesses, 
partners, and communities of the 
Northeast Kingdom for your trust, 
resilience, and collaboration. Every 
day, you show what’spossible when 
people care deeply about where 
they live and work. It’s an honor 
to work alongside you to build a 
stronger future together,” said Tes-
ter, who was named the 2025 New 
Chamber Executive of the Year of 
the Vermont Association of Cham-
ber of Commerce Executives.

“This work is about people and 
place. Our mission is to support the 
businesses and communities of the 
Northeast Kingdom by building re-
lationships,fostering collaboration, 
and creating opportunity,” added 
Tester.

“As a business owner in Vermont, 
you get used to navigating a pretty 
complex landscape. It’s part of the 
job. What’s not always guaranteed 
is having the right people in your 
corner or feeling like your voice ac-
tually carries weight. Working with 
Loralee and the Northeast Kingdom 
Chamber has made a difference for 
us in that regard,” said Jay Davis, 
Managing Partner at Northeast 
Kingdom Online. “It’s helped us 
build meaningful relationships, stay 
closely connected to the business 
community, and have a voice in the 
conversations that shape the local 
business environment.”

For those looking to connect, the 
chamber’s office is at 91 College 
Road in Lyndon Center, or contact 
them via 802‑626‑3614; director@
nekchamber.com; nekchamber.
com. The website offers event de-
tails, membership information and 
contacts for programs like Leader-
ship NEK and the Manufacturing 
Consortium.

135 YEARS

CALEDONIAN-RECORD STAFF

Northeast Kingdom Chamber of Commerce Director Loralee Tester speaks 
from a podium outside the Vermont Statehouse on Tuesday, March 24, 
2026, about her concerns with Act 181, a land use law. (Photo by Dana Gray)

“This work is about people and place. Our 
mission is to support the businesses and 

communities of the Northeast Kingdom by 
building relationships,fostering collabora-

tion, and creating opportunity.”
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Poulsen Lumber marks 70 
years in business this year. It’s a 
milestone that reflects longevi-
ty and adaptation in a changing 
building-supply market.

Based at 656 Monroe Road 
in Littleton, the company serves 
northern New Hampshire and 
northeastern Vermont, supplying 
contractors and do-it-yourself 
customers while also operating a 
pallet manufacturing business.

The company traces its start 
to 1956, when Andrew Poulsen 
opened the business. The yard lat-
er passed to Val Poulsen, Andrew 
Poulsen’s son, and then to Allan 
and Christine Santy, who bought it 
after Allan Santy’s years as an em-
ployee. Today, the business is run 
by Josh Santy, Allan’s son and An-
drew Poulsen’s great-grandson.

The family continuity stands 
out for a business that has seen 
its share of changes, fires and re-
builds in its early years to more 
recently moving away from saw-
ing logs and narrowing its focus to 
building-supply sales, pallets and, 
now, a hardware store on the same 
property.

“I started on payroll at 16, but 
was running the forklift proba-
bly at 10,” said current own Josh 
Santy, who has worked at the 
company for about 28 years and 
officially bought it from his par-
ents in 2016.

In a normal year, the business 
is about 60% retail and 40% pal-
let production. On the pallet side, 
Poulsen Lumber produces custom 
and heat-treated pallets, in a vari-
ety of special sizes for industrial 
producers, like longtime customer 
Weidmann, and produces pallets 
approved for overseas shipping. 
On the retail side, the company 
sells building supplies from its 
lumber yard and a new hardware 
store that opened in fall 2025, 
shortly before Thanksgiving.

That newer addition stands out 
as one of the company’s biggest 
recent changes. The hardware 
store’s main floor measures about 
2,400 square feet. Poulsen Lum-
ber sells a broad range of building 
supplies, including windows and 
doors.

The store opened last fall right 
before Thanksgiving. “Winter is 
not the best time to start a hard-
ware store but we did it,” Josh 
said, who added he’s encouraged 
they have been selling product ev-
ery day and he’s looking forward 
to an uptick as the spring arrives 
and projects get underway.

Josh said the business serves 
both contractors and DIYers, and 
highlights customer service. “I 
would say we pride ourselves on 
customer service. You don’t have 
to push a shopping cart around the 
store and there’s someone there 
ready to answer questions and will 
help you load your items in your 
vehicle,” Josh said.

The business has 12 employees 
with a couple, aside from him-
self, having worked over a decade 
each.

The company’s local role also 
extends beyond selling materials. 
Poulsen Lumber often hosts an 
intern from St. Johnsbury Acade-
my’s building trades program. It 
also supports area schools with 
donations going to Littleton, St. 
J and Good Shepherd Catholic 
schools.

People can learn more or con-
nect with Poulsen Lumber by 
calling 603-444-5425 or visiting 
its Facebook page at https://www.
facebook.com/p/Poulsen-Lum-
ber-Co-100063493076830/.
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Established 1981

Arti
stic GardensFlorist

1320 Rabbit Plain, St. Johnsbury, VT
802-748-5646 or 1-800-659-1446

Mon.-Fri. 9-5 • Sat. 9-  • Closed Sunday
Flowers For All Occasions • Finest in Wedding Flowers

Full-Service Florist • Plants • Balloons
We take pride in giving our customers individualized

attention to assure them the finest in floral arrangements.
Order by phone or online at: artisticgardensvt.com

Established 1981
Maple Center

Motors
1128 Memorial Drive, St. Johnsbury, VT

www.maplecentermotors.com
email@maplecentermotors.com

802-748-4527
Sales & Service

AUCTIONEER: RON WRIGHT 
P 802-334-6115 opt 2 | C 802-323-7955

Like & follow our Facebook page (Wright’s Enterprises).
Email: Info@wrightsauctions.com

Website: www.wrightsauctions.com
Booking cattle, equipment & estate auctions for Spring 2025.  

Please call us for an evaluation to book your auction.

Established 1982

Established 1982

APPALACHIAN
SUPPLY INC.

~ Celebrating our 41st Year ~

PLUMBING
HEATING

ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES

OUTDOOR WOOD BOILERS

MAPLE SUGARING SUPPLIES
Wholesale – Retail

Route 5 (North), St. Johnsbury, VT
802-748-4513

Established 1982
Shear Sensations

Salon & Spa
CELEBRATING 44 YEARS

IN BUSINESS
102 DEPOT ST. • LYNDONVILLE, VT

802-626-8200
Thank you to all of our customers!

www.shearsensationsvt.com

Established 1983

HEATING 
&   PLUMBING

122 Bugbee Crossing Road, W. Burke, VT

802-626-5841

Established 1983
THE CARPET
CONNECTION

RETAIL & WHOLESALE     “The Flooring Specialists”

“We Sell Only Flooring; That SAVES You Money.”

199 Depot Street • Lyndonville, VT

802-626-9026
www.thecarpetconnectionvt.com

Established 1983
Riverside Life 
Enrichment 

Center
Adult Day Health

Services
Monday – Friday:

8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Serving Vermont’s 
Northeast Kingdom

2104 East Burke Road 
(Rt. 114)
Lyndonville, VT 05851
Telephone: 802-626-3900
Toll Free: 866-926-3900
Fax: 802-626-3939
e-mail: rlec@sover.net

Established 1984

NEW & USED TRACTORS
NEW & USED IMPLEMENTS

SUMMER ST. – LANCASTER, NH 03584
PHONE: 603-788-4577

FAX: 603-788-3730

JON PARKS TRACTOR, LLC

Established 1985

802-748-9908  |  800-320-2013

2280 Memorial Drive
St. Johnsbury, Vermont 05819

visit our website at www.questtrans.com

Established 1985

Specializing in Engineering, Manufacturing, Administrative
Executive Management & Medical Placements

Kate Cassady, Executive Director
, Office Administrator 

Please send resumes to:
kcassady@allstaffcorp.com

260 Main Street, Littleton, NH 03561

603-444-1261
Fax: 603-444-4895

www.allstaffcorp.com

Union Bank Still Counts 
On Community & Service

Union Bank of Vermont and 
New Hampshire is marking its 
135th anniversary, a milestone for 
an institution that has served gen-
erations of families and business-
es across northern Vermont and 
New Hampshire since 1891.

The community bank maintains 
locations in Hardwick, Lyndon-
ville, St. Johnsbury, Groveton and 
Littleton. Bank leaders say the 
emphasis at each branch is on lo-
cal decision-making and service.

Headquartered at Lower Main 
Street in Morrisville, Union Bank 
operates 18 branches and three 
loan centers across the region. 
That footprint reflects the bank’s 
stated commitment to conve-
nience close to home.

Union Bank offers a broad 
range of services, including res-
idential mortgages—as well as 
construction and land loans—
small business lending, and mu-
nicipal lending. These services are 
delivered through local lenders in 
branches and dedicated loan cen-
ters.

The bank cites long-running 
recognition for community re-
investment and small-business 
financing. Its website highlights 
an “Outstanding” Community 
Reinvestment Act rating and SBA 
“Preferred Lender” status.

“Union Bank has been help-

ing Vermonter’s buy homes, 
start businesses, create jobs and 
enrich communities for genera-
tions. Despite our long history, 
we have all the modern products 
and services that one would find at 
large multi-national financial in-
stitution.” said Grant Jed Nelson, 
Union Bank Head of Marketing.

“As a true community bank, 
Union Bank actively supports 
more than 200 area nonprofits. 
Our commitment to service and 
community reinvestment has 
earned national and regional rec-
ognition,” said Union Bank’s Ian 
Walker.

Union Bank’s St. Johnsbury 
team supports area causes such as 
Relay For Life, Meals on Wheels, 
the St. Johnsbury Chamber of 
Commerce, the Northeast King-
dom Chamber, and United Way, 
with affiliations that include Rota-
ry and Kiwanis.

Union Bank reports an ongoing 
leadership transition this spring. 
On March 10, 2026, the bank 
announced that Jeff Weidley has 
been appointed the next president 
and CEO following an executive 
search that began in 2025 to re-
place the long-serving David Sil-
verman, who is retiring this sum-
mer.

Readers can learn more, find 
branch and loan center locations, 
or connect with a lender at ublo-
cal.com or by calling 1-800-753-
4343.

CALEDONIAN-RECORD STAFF

CALEDONIAN-RECORD STAFF

135 YEARS

70 YEARS

Staff at the Union Bank branch on Portland Street in St. Johnsbury on 
Thursday, March 26, 2026, includes, from left, Amanda Sargent, Stacey 
Willey and Kiara Hodge. (Photo by Dana Gray) 

Poulsen Lumber Builds 
On Foundation Of Trust

Poulsen Lumber owner Josh Santy
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Weathervane Theatre 
Remains On Center Stage

Weathervane Theatre is mark-
ing 60 years since its founding, a 
milestone for a North Country in-
stitution that will present its 61st 
season of professional produc-
tions to northern New Hampshire 
and Vermont this summer. The 
anniversary caps six decades of 
stagecraft rooted in a simple idea: 
quality theatre should be accessi-
ble close to home.

Founded by Gibbs Murray and 
Tom Haas, Weathervane began in 
a barn on Route 3 in Whitefield 
and has evolved with the region 
it serves. The theatre’s origin was 
to continue the tradition of sum-
mer stock at Chase Barn Play-
house that once drew audiences 
to Whitefield and the Great North 
Woods.

That legacy continues under 
producing artistic director Ethan 
Paulini, who first came to the 
theatre as an actor in 2012. “Our 
productions aim to meet a high 
artistic standard while remaining 
accessible to this community. I’m 
grateful for the chance to share 
meaningful stories—especially 
those that might not otherwise be 
heard—and to create experiences 
that invite conversation and enrich 
everyday life,” Paulini said.

Programming today reflects 
that mission. The company offers 
Broadway-caliber shows along-
side touring Theatre for Young 
Audiences, educational offerings, 
and student matinees designed for 
local schools. As an alternating 
repertory company, Weathervane 
often gives patrons the option to 
see three or four different pro-
ductions in a single week—an 
approach that invites repeat visits 
and varied experiences.

Recent history has tested the 
company’s resilience. Following a 
devastating fire in 2012, Weather-
vane opened a new theatre, ensur-
ing performances could continue. 
In 2020, the theatre was the first 
professional company in the na-
tion approved by Actors’ Equity 
Association to return to live per-
formances during the pandemic, a 
step that let the organization retain 
employees and safely serve audi-
ences.

At the height of the summer 
season, Weathervane employs 
about 65 people. Longtime team 
members have become part of the 
theatre’s fabric, none more so than 
operations manager and resident 
designer Rien Schlecht, who has 
served in roles from wardrobe to 
production management across 22 
seasons.

Co-founder Murray credits that 
kind of creativity with sustaining 
the theatre’s identity. “Rien is al-
ways looking for a challenge in 
costume and scenic design—usu-
ally for the same show simulta-
neously. Her designs are consis-
tently original, such as converting 
eighty-eight cent flip flops into 
fish fins for The Little Mermaid 
or using chili pepper light covers 
to create Audrey Two’s festooned 
garland of teeth in Little Shop of 
Horrors. Novelty is a small part of 

her artistry and always unsurpris-
ing brilliance,” Murray said.

Community ties remain cen-
tral. The theatre donates to fund-
raisers, offers space for events, 
and mounts a free North Country 
Shakes production each June. 
Partnerships with local businesses 
are also important to the theatre 
and its local connection.

Education is another pillar. 
Each year, student matinees serve 
more than 1,000 local students 
from nearly every school district 
within a 50-mile radius, introduc-
ing a new generation to live per-
formance.

Audience members and per-
formers cite the thrill of profes-
sional performances on a local 
stage. “I think it’s a great theatre 
and what a great opportunity for 
people to see a show every week. 
It’s a great place—beautiful and 
important,” said Tony and Emmy 
Award winner Debra Monk.

Weathervane also distinguishes 
itself by expanding new-works 
programming, inviting nationally 
recognized, award-winning art-
ists to develop pieces that North 
Country audiences can experience 
early in their life on stage. That 
blend of classic titles, premieres 
and family offerings helps the 
theatre reach its stated goal: some-
thing for everyone.

This year’s anniversary balanc-
es celebration with pragmatism. 
Leadership describes the moment 
as part of an ongoing push for sus-
tainability and a bridge to the next 
chapter. Open houses and celebra-
tions accompany every opening 
night, and one date stands out: the 
opening of Private Lives on July 
5, marking exactly sixty years 
since Weathervane’s first perfor-
mance.

For Murray, the milestone 
echoes early guidance from local 
business leaders. “When Weather-
vane was in its first year, a mem-
ber of the Lancaster Chamber of 
Commerce told Tom and me that 
if we could make it five years, 
we could make the long haul. 
Through innovative programming 
and creative budgeting, we’ve 
weathered a fire, recessions, and a 
pandemic to make it all the way 
to our 61st season this June, and 
we continue to bring live theatre 
to the North Country!” he said.

Theatre is a team sport, and at 
Weathervane the team includes 
artists from around the country 
and neighbors who frequent the 
box office, sponsor shows, and 
volunteer their time. The result is 
a seasonal economic and cultural 
engine that adds options for nights 
out and learning across the region.

As the curtain rises on Season 
61, the theatre is focused on the 
same fundamentals that guided 
its first summer: strong stories, 
skilled artists and a promise that 
live performance belongs in the 
North Country. For tickets, sched-
ules and information, visit weath-
ervanenh.org, call 603-837-9322 
or email info@weathervanenh.
org. Find the theatre on Instagram 
@weathervanenh and on Face-
book at facebook.com/weather-
vane.
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Established 1985
Randy’s Home Repair

Sheetrocking & Painting • Roofing
Decks • Vinyl Siding & Trim
Jacking & Foundation Repair

Bathrooms & Kitchens
Refinishing Old Floors
FULLY INSURED

COMPLETE RENOVATIONS
Harvey Replacement Windows • Storm Doors • Basement Windows

802-274-1821

130 Before Auto Dr., West Burke, VT 05871
802-467-8360

beforeauto@charter.net
Auto Sales & Autobody Repairs

Over 5 Years Experience
Fully Insured

Brad & Kim Before Prop.

Established 1987

Established 1988

Theodore G. Faris
Forester

Portable Welding Service
Stevens Falls Machine Shop

“Proud sponsor of: National Pie Day”
PO Box 124, Rte. 5 • Barnet, VT 05821

802-633-3020

Established 1989

“Let our family help protect your family.”
229 Portland St., Suite 101

St. Johnsbury, VT • (802) 748‐5224

www.thebarrettagency.com

Established 1989

SALES | SERVICE | PARTS | ACCESSORIES
Your Power Sports & Equipment Headquarters

802-748-1413

Echo • Stihl • Husqvarna • Honda
Exmark • CF MOTO

Established 1990

U.S. ROUTE 2 • DANVILLE, VT
802-684-2574

OPEN EVERY DAY AT 5:30 AM
Homemade Soups • Grinders • Lunch Specials

Fresh Hot Coffee • 24/7 Gas
Custom Cut Meats • Fresh Seafood (Tue. & Fri.)

Established 1990
Annie Guyer

Certified Residential
Appraiser

FHA & VA APPROVED

P: 802-626-9357   C: 802-249-7005
Annie@AKGAppraisals.com

791 Broad Street
Lyndonville, Vermont 05851

Established 1991

www.beginrealty.com
St. Johnsbury 802-748-2045

Property Management: 802-748-3183

Providing professional and courteous service
for all your real estate needs.

Start your 
search here.

Established 1991

PLUMBING • HEATING
AIR CONDITIONING

Apprentice Training Institution

77 Concord Ave., St. Johnsbury, VT
802-748-1953

www.tromblyplumbing.net

Established 1991

Reduce • Reuse • Recycle
Check out our website to see if your town is

a member of the district or call us at:
802-626-3532 • (800) 734-4602

www.nekwmd.org
224 Church St., Lyndonville, VT 05851

724 BROAD STREET, LYNDONVILLE

802-626-5888
Complete Auto

Hours: Monday - Friday, 0 - 5:00

Established 1992

Established 1992

Center Tower
Gas • Diesel • Car Wash

& Vacuums • Mini Storage
5am-9pm Mon-Fri • 6am-9pm Sat & Sun

Deli Open 5am-4pm M-F
Rte. 5 • St. Johnsbury Ctr.

802-748-8449

P-sta6fislied 1986 
P.D.Q. TAXSERVICE,INC. 
49 Years Tax Preparation • 57 Years Accounting Experience 

51 Adams Dr. - St. Johnsbury, VT 05819 
Phone: 802-748-3382 • Fax: 802-748-4919 

pdqtax@ch art er. net 

4/Jl 
Robert Wilkins, Enrolled Agent 

Vera Wilkins, Owner

60 YEARS
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Weathervane Theatre transformed itself into the Kit Kat Club for 2024’s 
award-winning production of CABARET. (Photo by Lew Whitener)

Weathervane Theatre cofounders Tom Haas and Gibbs Murray during 
the Weathervane’s 25th Season. (Contributed Photo by Paul Lister)
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Established 1993
Cole’s Redemption

BOTTLE ROOM: M-F, 8am-7pm
SAT. 8am-6pm & SUN. 8am-5pm

 STORE: Open 7 Days
Coffee • Beer • Wine • Soda
Groceries • Lottery Tickets

642 Portland St., St. Johnsbury, VT
802-748-4866

Established 1993
Bob’s Construction

• Foundations • Floors
• Mobile Home Slabs

• Foundations Under Existing Houses
Price stays the same from beginning of

job to the end of job.
 Years Experience • ACI Certified

Robert Barnes 802-626-8763
802-535-5860

www.bobsconcreteconstruction.com

Established 1994

P.O. Box 406 • Newport, VT 05855

PERSONAL & COMMERCIAL LINES
Work: 802-334-6944
Fax: 802-334-6934

E-mail: cassinsurance@myfairpoint.net

Established 1995
Harold’s Concrete &

Excavation
 

  
    

   

QUALITY FLOORS, SLABS & FOUNDATIONS,
CONCRETE POLISHING & EPOXY FLOORS

Excavation
Septic Systems
Free Estimates Call …

802-695-1341
www.haroldsconcreteconst.com

Established 1995

MARK’S 
AUTOMOTIVE
Foreign & Domestic Repairs
107 McLaren Hill Road • Barnet, VT

Gary Roy Jr. • Tom Vogel
Mark & Laurie Jefferson

802-633-3863

Established 1996

Tarps • Propane • Hardware • Tools
Pellets • Insterstate Batteries

She Sheds and a Whole Lot More

St. Johnsbury Wells River, VT
802-748-4208 802-757-2000

dads4bytool.com

Established 1996

Fred & Robin Little, Owners
370 Railroad Street • St. Johnsbury, Vt. • 802-748-2423

Fashions and Furnishings for
self and surroundings,

Clothing for men and women,
Home Decor for home, lodge,

camp and cabin
Fine Wine – Jewelry

30

(603) 444-0600
www.cpclittleton.com

22 Maple Street • Littleton, NH 03561

Companion
Pet Care

Established 1996

Small Animal Medicine & Surgery
Dr. Billie K. Winter
Dr. Anne Hansalik

Dr. Eva Goetz
Dr. Susan Barnett

<E,sta6[isliecf 1996 
-� 

Fully Insured 

?cr1������!��:rn��srvices
Inspections • Cleanings • Caps 

Repairs • Stove Installations 
Masonry Work • Insurance Claims 

Kent Sourbeer, Owner
802-626-3003 

www.cricketchimneyservice.com 

Excavating • Lawn Installation • Septic Systems
Bushhogging • Retaining Walls • Hydroseeding   

Trucking • Lot Clearing • Forestry Mulching
Plowing/Sanding • Driveway Maintenance & Repair

JEFF CLEVELAND               

802-626-0933 - CELL 802-535-7069

 96 Mitchell Drive, Lyndonville, VT

Established 1998

Established 1996

Chad’s
Barber Shop

27 Elm Street
Lyndonville, Vt.

Tue., Wed., Thu., 8-5 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-Noon

Northern Counties Health 
Delivers Care, Access

Northern Counties Health Care, 
Inc. is marking a golden milestone 
this year, celebrating five decades 
of providing primary care, dental 
care, and home health and hospice 
services across Vermont’s North-
east Kingdom. The nonprofit trac-
es its roots to a citizen-led effort 
to improve access to care and now 
operates a regional network de-
signed around local needs.

The organization’s origins 
date to 1976, when community 
leaders formed a board to con-
tinue the work of the Northern 
Counties Comprehensive Health 
Planning Council and established 
what became Vermont’s first fed-
erally qualified health center. In 
1977, the first practices opened 
in Greensboro (now the Hard-
wick Area Health Center), Dan-
ville, and Island Pond, bringing 
much-needed primary care to the 
region’s rural patients.

From those beginnings, North-
ern Counties built a broad contin-
uum of care. The network today 
includes seven community health 
centers, two walk‑in primary 
care locations under the Northern 
Express Care banner, three den-
tal centers, and a certified home 
health and hospice division. The 
organization also partners with 
three critical access hospitals and 
several human services agencies 
to coordinate services.

Dental care has become a pil-
lar of that continuum. Northern 
Counties opened the Northern 
Counties Dental Center in Hard-
wick in 2001 and, in collaboration 
with North Country Hospital and 
the Village of Orleans, launched 
the Orleans Dental Center in Jan-
uary 2017 to expand access in Or-
leans County.

Timely access for urgent needs 
is addressed through Northern Ex-
press Care. The St. Johnsbury site 
opened Nov. 30, 2020, offering 
walk‑in primary care for minor ill-
nesses and injuries, with extended 
weekday and Saturday hours. A 

second location in Newport fol-
lowed, broadening options for res-
idents who need same‑day care.

Caledonia Home Health Care & 
Hospice, part of Northern Coun-
ties, has served the region since 
1968 and remains a resource for 
families needing skilled home 
care, long‑term care supports, ma-
ternal and child health services, or 
hospice and palliative care. The 
division operates from St. Johns-
bury and provides on‑call support 
around the clock.

As the organization turns 50, 
leadership emphasizes continuity 
with its community‑led origins. 
“For 50 years, Northern Counties 
Health Care has been guided by a 
deep commitment to listening to 
our communities and responding 
to their needs. As we look ahead, 
we remain dedicated to building 
on that legacy—ensuring every 
individual and family we serve 
has access to high-quality, com-
passionate care for the next 50 
years and beyond,” said Chris 
Towne, CEO.

In its recent strategic plan, 
Northern Counties reports that it 
now serves more individuals than 
at any point in its history in one of 
Vermont’s most medically under-
served regions.

Care is organized under the na-
tionally recognized Patient‑Cen-
tered Medical Home model. All 
Northern Counties health centers 
hold recognition from the National 
Committee for Quality Assurance, 
an approach that emphasizes com-
prehensive, team‑based primary 
care and coordinated services. 
The organization’s medical home 
resources explain how technology 
and care teams work together to 
improve quality and access.

Patients often cite the personal 
nature of the care they receive. 
“Over the years, the care I’ve re-
ceived has felt like more than just 
medical care—it’s been personal. 
Whether it’s a visit with my Pri-
mary Care Provider or help from 
the home health team at home, 
everyone has always been kind, 

50 YEARS

CALEDONIAN-RECORD STAFF

Caledonia Home Health Care & Hospice Staff. (Contributed Photo)

Raymond Heath Construction 
Builds On Strong Foundation

Raymond Heath Construction 
is marking a milestone year as the 
Waterford-based company cele-
brates its 50th anniversary. Found-
ed in 1976, the business has spent 
five decades providing residential 
site work for homeowners and 
communities across Vermont’s 
Northeast Kingdom.

Based at 303 Walsh Road in 
Waterford, the company special-
izes in a wide range of earthwork 
services tied to residential con-
struction and property improve-
ment. Its work includes land 
clearing, site development, roads 
and driveways, septic systems and 
drainage, along with water sys-
tems and landscaping, according 
to Dan Heath, Raymond’s son.

Raymond Heath Construction 
has remained a family-run oper-
ation. Dan serves as president, 
brother Andy Heath as vice presi-

dent and Marie Heath, their moth-
er, as secretary and treasurer.

Reflecting on the anniversary, 
Heath emphasized the company’s 
long-standing local ties. “Estab-
lished in 1976, we continue to 
proudly serve the residents and 
communities of the Northeast 
Kingdom,” Heath said.

The company has a wide range 
of capabilities beyond basic ex-
cavation. In addition to core site 
work, Raymond Heath Construc-
tion provides retaining wall design 
and construction, asphalt prepara-
tion, gravel and ledge products, 
topsoil and fill deliveries, seeding 
and mulching, and pond construc-
tion.

To mark its 50th year, the com-
pany is offering a promotion to 
former customers age 50 or older.

Raymond Heath Construction 
can be reached directly by phone 
at 802-535-5356 for more infor-
mation or to schedule work.

50 YEARS

CALEDONIAN-RECORD STAFF

Andy Heath, of Raymond Heath Construction, focuses a water hose 
on the former KC Rentals building on Bay Street in St. Johnsbury on 
Monday, Aug. 26, 2019, while Dan Heath works an excavator to tear 
down the building. The water was used to keep the dust down from the 
demolition. (File Photo by Dana Gray)

See Care, Page B9
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Established 2000

• DRIVEWAY INSTALLATION & REPAIR
• BARK MULCH • RETAINING WALLS

• SITE WORK & FOUNDATIONS • TRUCKING
• BUSH HOGGING • EXCAVATING

• FORESTRY • SEPTIC

CALEB TEMPLE
1693 Ridge Rd. – Kirby, VT 05832

802-626-1300FREE ESTIMATES FULLY INSURED

Established 2001

475 Main Street – Lancaster, NH 03584
603-788-4991

245 Jericho Road – Berlin, NH 03570
603-215-6217

www.daltonmountainmotorsports.com

MOTORSPORTS

Established 2002
Sanderson’s

WoodEn BoWlS
EAST BuRKE, VT

Sam & Weeza Sanderson
2902 VT Rte. 114

East Burke, VT 05832
802-626-9622|www.vtbowls.com
ComE ViSiT ouR ShoWRoom!

Hand Turned Wooden Bowls and Pens

Sanderson’s Woodturning

Established  2002

(802) 626-4556
746 Hill Street – Lyndonville, VT 05851

Residential / Commercial / Industrial

Licensed Insured Electrical Contracting

Aubin Electric Inc.

Established 2002

802-626-3757 – 802-535-7056
erik_masonry@yahoo.com
PO Box 422
Lyndonville, Vermont 05851

S
E
R
V
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E
S
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T

Established 2003

Modern
Furniture

2 LOCATIONS!

Newport, VT • 802-334-5616 
Littleton, NH • 603-444-2033
www.modernfurniturevt.com

Established 2004

ACCESSORY CENTER

802-748-4244
684 Portland Street | St. Johnsbury, VT

Auto Accessories
Snow Plows
Sand Spreaders

Established 2004

& COLLISION CENTER
Specializing in collision repair.

Most major insurance companies.
– FREE ESTIMATES –

802-748-4292
684 PORTLAND ST. | ST. JOHNSBURY, VT

Established 2005

Fenoff & Hale
Construction Inc.

ALL YOUR
CONSTRUCTION

NEEDS
Fully Insured

802-684-9955

Trent Cell:
802-535-9108

Nate Cell:
802-535-7303

fenoffandhale@myfairpoint.net
1085 Rte 2 East • Danville, VT

Established 2005

800-499-5130
www.theeliminatorpestcontrol.com

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
293 Hill St., Lyndonville, VT

Established 2001

Commercial • Residential 
Interior • Exterior

Insulating & Waterproofing Applications
Buddy & Shannon Chapman - Owners

, St. Johnsbury, V

ST. JOHNSBURY   -      BENNINGTON

802-748-5600802-748-5600
Spray Foam & Cellulose Insulation

and Fireproofing Application

Celebrating Our 25th Year!!

Artistic Gardens Reflects 
On Roots, What Grows Next 

Artistic Gardens marks anoth-
er year serving St. Johnsbury and 
nearby towns, a milestone for a 
locally owned florist known for 
fresh, thoughtful designs and de-
pendable delivery. The shop is at 
1320 Rabbit Plain, St. Johnsbury, 
and welcomes orders by phone at 
802-748-5646 and online.

Owners Suzanne and Paul 
“Butch” Taylor founded the busi-
ness and have guided it ever since. 
They started by making wholesale 
and mail‑order Christmas wreaths 
out of their home to raise the 
funds to open their flower shop 
and greenhouse.

The early years demanded grit 
and creativity. “Butch said to me 
‘if you are going to work this hard 
you need have your own busi-
ness,’” said Suzanne Taylor.

They opened the first flower 
shop and greenhouse on Route 
5 in St. Johnsbury Center in 
February 1986. About 1991, 
they bought Suzanne’s father’s 
mail‑order seed business, Le Jar-
din du Gourmet, and ran both 
operations at the Center location 
for nearly 25 years. The shop later 
moved to Railroad Street; after a 
fire destroyed that store, Artistic 
Gardens relocated to a building 
the family had constructed for Le 
Jardin du Gourmet and was back 
up and running a few weeks later.

Today, Artistic Gardens focuses 
on fresh floral arrangements for 
life’s occasions—weddings, me-

morials, and everyday moments—
with delivery available in the St. 
Johnsbury area.

The Taylors say the industry 
has changed. On the upside, qual-
ity has improved thanks to new 
varieties and better cold‑chain 
shipping. On the downside, they 
caution customers about “order 
gatherers”—websites that appear 
local but pass orders to real shops 
and take a cut. A simple test, they 
note, is whether the site lists a 
physical address.

Artistic Gardens adds two to 
three people at holidays—and the 
owners highlight reliable service, 
fresh product, and careful condi-
tioning as core values. Over the 
years, the shop has contributed 
many donations to local causes.

Community trust is something 
the owners don’t take lightly. 
“It’s humbling the trust you have 
placed in us over the years to cre-
ate flower arrangements for all 
your important occasions from 
weddings to funerals, birthdays 
to get well and everything in be-
tween. It’s an honor we don’t take 
for granted. It’s because of you we 
exist. Thank you,” said Suzanne .

Looking ahead, the family 
notes a succession plan: as the 
couple moves closer to retirement, 
their eldest son, Mathew, is run-
ning Le Jardin du Gourmet and is 
slated to take over the flower shop 
in the future.

For orders or inquiries, vis-
it artisticgardensvt.com or call 
802‑748‑5646.

Framing Format Pictures 
End After Five Decades

The Framing Format will reach 
50 years in business this years, but 
owner Sharon Reihmer will be 
winding things down as she an-
nounced she’ll be moving to Utah 
later this summer.

The shop will host a rolling 
open house in its gallery and 
workspace until the property sells, 
with an annual neighborhood yard 
sale scheduled for June 6.

Opened in 1976 and operating 
today at 485 Lafayette St., the 
St. Johnsbury frame shop built 
its reputation on archival custom 
framing and design services. Cus-
tomers find help with artwork, 
needlework, memorabilia and 
three‑dimensional objects, along 
with materials for do‑it‑yourself 
projects and a selection of antique 
Vermont maps, prints and original 
art.

Reihmer’s path to framing 
stretches back nearly six decades. 
She started framing in 1967 in 
suburban Philadelphia, moved 
to Vermont in 1972, opened The 
Framing Format on Railroad 
Street in 1976 and moved to La-
fayette Street in 1981.

“I am proud to have framed 
since 1967, and in the Northeast 
Kingdom for 50 years,” said Reih-
mer.

The shop’s services are ground-
ed in museum‑quality materials 
and practical problem‑solving, 
including options such as shadow-
boxes, multi‑opening mats and 99 
percent UV‑filtering glazing. The 
shop’s website also emphasizes 
advice and supplies for do‑it‑your-
selfers who want to handle parts 
of a project themselves.

Reihmer has shared that ethos 
in the community by teaching 
framing classes at organizations 
such as Catamount Arts, WREN 
and Littleton Studio School, as 
well as in the shop. She notes that 
enabling artists to do some steps 
themselves helps manage costs 
while becoming part of their cre-

ative experience.
Clients come from across the 

Northeast Kingdom and beyond, 
with some traveling from out of 
state for custom work or supplies. 
A steady stream of local institu-
tions and creatives have turned 
to the shop over the decades, re-
flecting its role as both a service 
provider and informal hub for art 
problem‑solving.

One distinctive practice is re‑us-
ing antique and donated frames 
when it suits the piece. Reihmer 
says she often passes those frames 
along at no charge, billing only for 
labor and other materials, a solu-
tion that marries aesthetics, thrift 
and sustainability.

The Framing Format has also 
supported local nonprofits with 
in‑kind donations, including the 
St. Johnsbury Athenaeum, Fair-
banks Museum, St. Johnsbury 
History & Heritage Center, Cata-
mount Arts and other groups. Past 
local recognition includes being 
voted “Best in the Kingdom” in 
a Caledonian Record program, a 
point of pride for the long‑running 
business.

As the wind‑down continues, 
Reihmer plans to keep the doors 
open for a rolling open house and 
to organize the June 6 sale of mat-
board, supplies, artwork, frames, 
books and furniture. For updates 
or framing inquiries during the 
transition, call 802‑748‑3964, 
email framin4mat@hotmail.com, 
or visit framingformat.com.

45 YEARS

50 YEARS
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Sharon Reihmer.

Suzanne and Paul Taylor, owners of Artistic Gardens, which celebrates 
its 45th year in business this year. (File Photo)
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Established 2005

4Generations
Masonry

Dana Armstrong – 802-535-5948
Residential & Commercial

Fully Insured • Free Estimates
132 Rte. 15, West Danville, VT 05873

LEAFPROOF GUTTER COVERS

Established 2006

Custom Made • Many Colors to Choose
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

We Fix Damaged Fascia
Owner Installer • All Work Guaranteed
Installing 5" & 6" K-Style Gutters

ST. JOHNSBURY, VT
www.snjseamlessraingutters.com

802-751-6191

Established 2006
Barnet Tradepost
Wellness Center
Complementary Health Care:

Massage Therapy, Kinesiology,
Myofascial Release, Reiki, Tai Chi,

Aromatherapy, Feldenkrais
802-633-2700

www.barnettradepost.com

Owners of Town Taxi – 802-748-1119

Established 2006
K&S AUTO & REPAIR

Auto Repair
Vermont State Inspection

Good Used Cars
SEE US AT OUR NEW LOCATION!

1566 BUGBEE CROSSING
WEST BURKE, VT – 802-748-1100

We are who you call when you’re buying or selling in The Kingdom!
Tel: (802) 626-9111 • Fax: (802) 626-6913
791 Broad Street • Lyndonville, VT 05851

Established 2008Established 2008
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Established 2008

Established 2009

David Askren
24 Day Court, St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

(802) 748-7135 ~ kissmywindsandbrass@gmail.com
www.kissmywindsandbrass.com

Established 2010

Celebrates the town’s rich legacy. 
June-Sept: Mon.-Sat., 10am-4pm

and open by appointment
Oct.-May: Mon.-Wed., 10am-4pm

Plan to visit!
421 Summer Street, St. Johnsbury, VT

802-424-1090

LYNDONVILLE
298 BROAD ST

VERMONT
802-626-8283

WWW.EZAUTOS.NET

Established 2011

Established 2011

• Industrial • Automotive • Restoration
“We Do It Your Way”

802-274-1321 | Cell 802-535-5096

2176 Portland Street
St. Johnsbury, VT

performancepowdercoatingvt.com

Little Village

Toy & Book
Shop

Adult Books • Children's Books • Local Authors
Games Puzzles • Toys • Greeting Cards

Established 2006

Established 2007

Auto Glass Specialist

CUSTOM SHOWERS
VINYL WINDOWS

COMMERCIAL STORE FRONT
733 BROAD STREET – LYNDONVILLE, VT

802-626-9990 • painlessglass.com
Locally Owned & Operated

“Make it

Painless”

Begin Realty Associates 
Help Get People Home 
For Over Four Decades

ST. JOHNSBURY — Begin 
Realty Associates began in the late 
1980s first known as Begin & Don-
na Realty Associates, founded by 
Ernie Begin and Larry Donna.

The pair were “two of the most 
experienced real estate agents and 
business owners in the area, and two 
of my favorite mentors,” explained 
Rosemary H. Gingue, broker/owner 
of Begin Realty Associations today.

Begin and Donna, Gingue re-
called, “gave me a ‘gentle shove’ 
toward getting my real estate li-
cense while working for them as a 
secretary. In 1994, I obtained my 
Salesperson license, then my Bro-
kers License in 2006.”

Gingue purchased Begin Realty 
Associates in 2009 and the business 
is operated in a building at 309 Port-
land St. owned by Gingue and her 
husband, Paul.

She said, “Starting simply as a 
salesperson, I was expertly guided 
by Ernie and am proud to have set 
my place in the real estate industry 
as one of the leading independent 
companies in the Northeast King-
dom.”

“With my agents, Ernie (Begin, 
one of the founders), Kerry Colby, 
Emily Worden, and David Lussier, 
we work to provide the best client 
representation for sellers and buyers 
and our years of experience is what 
sets us apart from other real estate 
companies.”

Gingue said, “My recent seller 

client, David G, shared his experi-
ence with me, ‘Rosemary Gingue 
did a terrific job selling my house. 
After nearly four decades in the 
same house, selling and moving 
seemed like an overwhelming task. 
Rosemary made the process order-
ly and controlled. Her advice and 
instincts were consistently spot on 
throughout the experience. Thank 
you, Rosemary!’

“If you need a team on your side 
who are professionally designated 
as Realtors® who adhere to strict 
ethics to sell or buy a multi-fami-
ly, commercial, primary residence, 
camp, or parcel of land, any one of 
us at Begin Realty Associates are 
ready to assist you in setting your 
goals and assisting in your real es-
tate needs,” the firm promises.

For further information, vis-
it: https://beginrealty.com/ or call 
(802) 748 2045.

Begin Realty Associates is locat-
ed at 309 Portland Street, Suite 101, 
St. Johnsbury.

PDQ Tax Service Keeps It 
Balanced In St. Johnsbury

PDQ Tax Service Inc. is mark-
ing its 40th year in St. Johnsbury, 
continuing its long-running ser-
vice preparing income taxes for 
local clients. The firm began in 
1986 and remains a steady pres-
ence as filing season comes and 
goes.

Co-owners Robert and Vera 
Wilkins lead the business, which 
operates from 51 Adams Drive in 
St. Johnsbury. The office special-
izes in accounting, income tax 
preparation and electronic filing.

While most think of tax season 
in late winter and early spring, 

Robert notes their services are 
available throughout the year.

Wilkins also notes he is a mem-
ber of the National Association of 
Tax Professionals, underscoring 
ongoing engagement with peers in 
the field.

Customer loyalty has followed. 
“Most of our customers hope 
we don’t retire anytime soon,” 
Wilkins said.

As the business reaches this an-
niversary, the message to clients 
is simple. “We’d like to say thank 
you to all of our loyal customers,” 
Wilkins said.

For details or to connect with 
the office, call 802-748-3382 or 
email pdqtax@charter.net.

40 YEARS

40 YEARS
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The team at Begin Realty in St. Johnsbury includes top, from left, Rose-
may Gingue, broker/owner/realtor, Ernie Begin, broker/realtor, and Ker-
ry Colby, broker/realtor. From left on the bottom row are Emily Worden, 
realtor, David Lussier, broker/realtor, and Debbie Allard, property man-
ager. (Contributed Photos/beginrealty.com)

thoughtful, and always put my 
goals first. It means a lot to feel 
like more than just a patient,” said 
Elaine Fournier, a patient from 
Lyndonville.

That culture is echoed by staff. 
“For a lot of folks in the Northeast 
Kingdom, Northern Counties has 
always just been there—it’s where 
you go, it’s who you trust. It’s 
pretty special to be part of an or-
ganization that’s been here for 50 
years, and I’m really proud to play 
a role in caring for this communi-
ty,” said Vicki Morehouse, LPN at 
the Concord Health Center.

Northern Counties highlights 
its hospital partnerships with 
Northeastern Vermont Regional 
Hospital, North Country Hospital, 
and Copley Hospital, and main-

tains multiple relationships with 
human services organizations to 
support patients beyond the exam 
room. Its website outlines the lo-
cations, hours, and contacts for 
each site, including the adminis-
trative office on Sherman Drive in 
St. Johnsbury.

The 50th anniversary year will 
include a series of celebrations 
recognizing team members and 
sharing the organization’s story, 
including a new anniversary logo, 
a summertime community mailer, 
and a fall annual meeting at Burke 
Mountain. Those plans are meant 
to honor the past while keeping 
focus on the future of care in the 
region.

For more information or to con-
nect with services, visit nchcvt.org 
or call 802‑748‑9405. Northern 
Counties also shares updates and 
health resources through its social 
media channels.

Care
Continued from Page B7
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Established 2018

30 Years Retail Experience

Want to increase cash flow?
Give a call and set up a consultation.

DJ Nelson – 802-745-7139
Staff Development, Sales Training,

Store Operations and more.
309 Portland St., #302 – St. Johnsbury

Established 2019

49 Frost Avenue
St. Johnsbury, Vermont

Charming Victorian Bedrooms
Full Breakfast

Host a small function at
the Eastman Cottage

Kitchen, Patio & Dining

Innkeepers: Martin & Susan Cherry

802-748-2538
cherryhousebedandbreakfast.com

è

è

Established 2020

Free pregnancy tests, ultrasounds,
confidential peer counseling

& resources.
More Info: 1-802-427-4199

70 Church Street – Lyndonville, VT 05851
www.futurespregnancycare.org

Established 2020

Trades Up LLC
77 Concord Ave. • St. Johnsbury, VT

802-748-9719

Certificate Training for the Trades
EP 608 • NORA • BRONZE • SILVER

Women Encouraged To Apply!

Trade Up to a New Career!

Established 2021
TheDiSpencery

at       All Around Power

Your Local Bar & Gathering Spot! Great Food ~ Great Vibes

•Food & Specials
•Beer, Wine &

Specialty Cocktails
• Bar Games
•Corn Hole •Darts
1746 Memorial Dr., St. Johnsbury, VT

802-748-1413

Live
Music

Sport
TVs

Established 2021 
Registered in 2017, and 
open to the public since 
2021, Creative Healing & 
Fitness is home to multiple 
businesses, independent 
instructors and healing 
practitioners, including Heart Space Yoga/Wellness, 
Kingdom Community Ballet, Magdalene Moves, 
Vitality Home Birth and Wild River Massage. Offering 
group classes in dance, aerobic fitness, Tai chi, yoga 
and lower body strengthening. Recurring holistic 
workshops. Individual massage appointments. 

creativehealingandfitness.com • 802-626-4202 
518 MAIN STREET • LYNDONVILLE, VT 

Gifts • Tea  • Coffee • Chocolates • Pottery 
Soaps • Candles • Fragrance & more

71 Eastern Avenue – Saint Johnsbury, VT Robert 
802-424-0007 • curiosityshop.us

Established 2022

(uh-sprid-OH-lee-eye-th)
Curiosity Shop / Magasin de curiosités

Robert Jones, Owner & Curiosity Oficionado

Established 2024

Gas • Diesel • Deli • Groceries 
VT Game Weigh Station

802.695.0048Open 
5AM-9PM

M-F
6AM-9PM

Sat-Sun

Established 2025

Gas • Diesel • Deli • Snacks 
Cold Beer 

802.427.4702Open 
5AM-9PM

M-F
6AM-9PM

Sat-Sun

brettgaleinsurance.com 

www.tempsonbarn.com
Tina Simpson 802-535-0057    Lyndonville, VT    Caitlin Temple 802-535-7062

Established 2026

Gas • Diesel • Groceries 
Deli • Ice Cream 

802.427.4702Open 
5AM-8PM

M-F
6AM-6PM

Sat-Sun

Trombly Plumbing & 
Heating Draws From 

Successful Past To Shape 
The Future Of Local Trade

ST. JOHNSBURY — Trombly 
Plumbing & Hearing, LLC, has 
been proudly serving the region 
since 1991 and continues to dedi-
cate its services to customers who 
turn to them to maintain their homes 
and business systems.

The business operates from 77 
Concord Avenue in St. Johnsbury 
and its website is: https://www.
tromblyplumbing.net/

Owner Heather Wallek said of the 
business, “We are a woman-owned 
plumbing, heating, air conditioning 
installation and service company. 
Our goals are to serve our custom-
ers well, train the next generation of 
technicians and be present and gen-
erous within our community.”

The top three services provided 
by Trombly Plumbing & Heating 
are:

• Plumbing Service and Installa-
tion

• Heating Service and Installation
• Air Conditioning Service and 

Installation
Asked what the one thing they 

want people to know about their 
company, Wallek responded, “We 
are the only plumbing and mechani-
cal company in St. Johnsbury.)

Wallek added, “We are moving 
to a new location in late 2026 and 
are looking to grow our team and 
add tradespeople to provide a full 
mechanical array of services.”

A milestone Wallek noted that 
the company is proud of she said is, 
“This is my 15th year as owner and 
I have now been an owner longer 
than I was an employee.”

“This is an exciting anniversary 
year during which we look back at 
our past with gratitude and humility, 

and we look ahead to a future serv-
ing the people of St. Johnsbury and 
beyond,” said Wallek of Trombly 
marking its 35th year in business in 
2026.

She said, “We genuinely care 
about our customers and many be-
come friends.”

Wallek said, “Thank you to all 
our loyal customers for allowing 
us into your homes and businesses 
to upgrade, repair or just advise on 
all plumbing, heating and air condi-
tioning systems.”

Contact Trombly Plumbing & 
Heating LLC at: (802) 748-1953.

A second enterprise has also been 
started through the business, noted 
Wallek - to train tradespeople to 
continue to provide critical services 
in the region.

“Trades UP, LLC trade school 
is a post-secondary school offering 
training eventually for all licensed 
trades in Vermont,” she said. “Cur-
rently we are offering certificate 
classes for NORA (National Oil 
Heat Research Alliance), EPA 608 
Refrigerant Certification, Men’s 
and Women’s Plumbing workshops 
and soon to be offering an in-person 
alternative plumbing and electrical 
apprenticeship related instruction 
program.”

Wallek said, “My goal is to have 
St. Johnsbury be the hub for trades 
training. Each trade will have an 
Introduction class for students to 
experience different trades before 
deciding on which one or ones to 
pursue. This school will be a safe, 
hands-on learning environment for 
men and women. Women are very 
much encouraged to join our trades 
training.”

To find out more about Trades 
UP, visit: https://tradesupllc.com/

35 YEARS
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Trombly Plumbing & Heating employee Sebastian Wood guides a 
student wielding a pipe wrench during the Northeast Kingdom Career 
STEM Fair at Vermont State University-Lyndon on October 2025. Trom-
bly’s hands-on display was about making connections, literally with pipe 
and conduit, and figuratively looking to connect students to a career 
in plumbing and heating. The St. Johnsbury-based company marks its 
35th year in 2026. (Contributed Photo)

NEKWMD Piles On Solid Waste, 
Recycling Management

The Northeast Kingdom Waste 
Management District (NEKW-
MD), based in Lyndonville, func-
tions as a municipality in its own 
right, providing solid waste and 
recycling services for Northeast 
Kingdom and northern Vermont 
communities.

NEKWMD was founded in 
1991, making this year its 35th 
anniversary. It is located at 224 
Church St. in Lyndonville.

The executive director of the 
entity is Chris Thompson, and the 
best phone number to reach NE-
KWMD is 802-626-3532 or send 
an email to: outreach@nekw-
md.org. Additional details about 
NEKMD can be found online: 
https://www.nekwmd.org/

Outreach Coordinator Marcus 
Berry said, “Our mission revolves 
around offering ecologically 
sound waste services at the lowest 
possible cost to our residents. We 
serve 49 towns in the northeast 
section of Vermont.”

The top three services that are 

provided to communities belong-
ing to the waste district are:

• Landfill waste reduction;
• Food scrap diversion (both 

residential and commercial);
• Sharing knowledge of ways to 

save money.
Berry said, “We are one of 

the only remaining solid waste 
districts in Vermont that collect 
source-separated materials, mean-
ing we rely on our residents and 
the attendants caring for the many 
recycling centers in our district to 
separate materials that are to be 
recycled.

He said, “We really do recycle 
all the separate items that our resi-
dents help us collect.”

Berry said, “We would like to 
thank every member town and 
their residents for their continued 
support and participation in this 
aspect of life. We appreciate your 
continuing efforts to remove and 
recycle the waste we all create, 
in as responsible a way as we are 
able to. We could not do this job 
without your participation. Thank 
you.”

35 YEARS
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Established 2022

Dan Wheeler PT, DPT  Kayla Matte, PT, DPT. Linda Ordonez,
Massage Therapist

Transition from
Rehabilitation to Optimization

These are just a few of our favorite things! 
Dry Needling • mTrigger • Cupping • Infrared Therapy 

Custom Therapeutic Massage (10+ to choose from) 
InfraRed Sauna Therapy • Body Treatments

Schedule an Appointment 
on Your Terms.

When You Need Care, 
Without Referral!

802.424.1434
 strongoakspt.com

Established 2025
• UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP •

Livingroom Sets • Bedroom Set • Recliners 
Dining • Bedding • Eastman House by BIA 

Area Rugs at 50% OFF
OPEN TUESDAY THRU SATURDAY

*Check Facebook for current  hours and sale updates*
802 Railroad Street, St. Johnsbury (802) 748-8725

Established 2025

Established 2025

Barnet Tradepost Wellness Center Provides Decades Of Care
Barnet Tradepost Wellness Center is mark‑

ing its 20th year, a milestone for the Barnet 
business devoted to alternative and holistic 
health services. Founded in 2006, the center 
has grown into a steady presence for clients 
seeking complementary care close to home.

From its base on Monument Circle, the well‑
ness center describes itself as “a community re‑
source serving the Northeast Kingdom of Ver‑
mont and Northern New Hampshire,” offering 
a range of bodywork and movement practices.

The center’s mission “is simple: to show 
people how to feel well and care for them‑
selves,” and its spaces are designed to provide 
a peaceful, relaxing environment for mind, 
body and spirit.

Core offerings include massage therapy, 
manual lymph drainage, myofascial release, 
reiki, kinesiology and Feldenkrais. Instruction 
and ongoing practice opportunities extend to 
tai chi, kyudo (Zen archery) and dance aero‑
bics, with a regularly updated calendar avail‑
able online.

Owner Laurajean “LJ” Stewart, LMT, says 
the anniversary is a moment to recognize the 
people who make the work possible. “On this 
20th anniversary of the opening of the Barnet 
Tradepost Wellness Center, I want to acknowl‑

edge all the many practitioners, of varying mo‑
dalities, who continue to serve the community. 
I’d also like to thank all our clients for trusting 
us, over these last 2 decades, with your wellbe‑
ing,” Stewart said.

The Tradepost’s roots in the village run 
deeper than the clinic itself. The original Trade‑
post building served as Barnet’s post office and 
general trading post in the early 1800s. After 
the structure was deemed unsalvageable, it was 
rebuilt on the same footprint; the wellness cen‑
ter opened for business in early 2006.

Two years later, an existing barn behind the 
main building was renovated into the Trade‑
post Workshop Annex/Dojo, now used for 
classes and practices such as tai chi, kyudo and 
dance aerobics. The annex is also available as 
a rental space, providing a flexible venue for 
community programming.

The center emphasizes a collaborative mod‑
el. Website listings note multiple practitioners 
across modalities, and Stewart is now largely 
retired from hands‑on work but remains avail‑
able for consultation.

Stewart also points to the role of neighbors 
during hard times. “Caring for and by commu‑
nity goes both ways; everyone stepped forward 
to help us keep our doors open, when we were 
hit so hard by the floods of 2024. Forever grate‑
ful,” she said.

Among milestones, Stewart was inducted 
into the World Massage Therapy Hall of Fame 
in 2004, a distinction she notes as the first and 
only Vermont practitioner included.

Residents can find current class schedules 
on the Activities & Events calendar and con‑
tact the center to learn more about services. 
The Barnet Tradepost Wellness Center is lo‑
cated at 60 Monument Circle, Barnet; phone 
802‑633‑2700; more information is available 
at BarnetTradepost.com.

20 YEARS
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Caron’s Gateway Team Offers Decades Of Realty Experience
Caron’s Gateway Team – eXp Realty is 

marking a milestone this year: two decades of 
real estate service rooted in the North Coun‑
try, alongside its first year operating under the 
eXp Realty banner. The Groveton-based team 
works with buyers and sellers across northern 
New Hampshire, emphasizing local knowl‑
edge paired with national-scale tools.

Team leader and associate broker Diane 
Daley leads the office at 33 State Street in 
Groveton. The team’s affiliation with eXp Re‑
alty began last year, adding a cloud‑based bro‑
kerage network to what Daley describes as a 
relationship‑driven, local approach.

The business began in May 2006 and has 
grown on the strength of steady, communi‑
ty‑minded work in residential and land sales. 
Daley notes the team brings more than 29 
years of North Country real estate experience 
to client relationships, reflecting long‑standing 

ties to the region and its neighborhoods.
Caron’s Gateway Team provides full‑ser‑

vice guidance for buyers and sellers, from first 
tours through closing. Core offerings include 
residential and land sales, buyer and seller 
representation, and market expertise with per‑
sonalized property guidance—services aimed 
at helping clients navigate the market with 
clarity.

While the brand is now part of a global bro‑
kerage, the team stresses that it operates locally 
and independently. That structure, Daley says, 
lets clients benefit from hometown care—plus 
the data, marketing reach and technology of a 
national platform.

The anniversary underscores that blend of 
continuity and change. “20 Years of Real Es‑
tate for our location and marking our first year 
Caron’s Gateway Team with eXp Realty is 
incredibly meaningful. This milestone reflects 
our commitment to serving the North Coun‑
try with integrity, expertise, and genuine care. 

I’m grateful for every client who has trusted us 
along the way,” said Daley.

Community focus remains a through‑line. 
“Our community is the heart of everything 
we do. The people of the North Country are 
hardworking, loyal, and deeply connected to 
this region, and it’s an honor to help them take 
the next step in their real estate journey. We’re 
proud to be part of such a strong and support‑
ive community,” Daley added.

Day to day, the team’s approach centers 
on clear communication, market context and 
steady advocacy to provide confidence and 
clarity throughout the transaction.

Looking ahead, the team plans to continue 
its personalized, relationship‑driven service 
while leveraging eXp’s resources for market‑
ing and transaction support. For details or to 
connect with an agent, visit dianedaley.exp‑
realty.com or contact the Groveton office at 
603‑636‑2626 or diane.daley@exprealty.com.

Like Its Finished Products, Performance Powder Coating Endures
Performance Powder Coating LLC is reach‑

ing 15 years in the business of finishing metal 
parts for local manufacturers and enthusiasts 
alike.

Founded in 2011, the company provides 
powder coating, black oxide and bead blasting 
from its facility at 2176 Portland St., a building 
that also houses Fairbanks Scales.

Owner and founder Mark Bristol recalls the 
one-person grind of the early days. “It was just 
me – ordering, pricing jobs out, then doing the 
jobs,” he said in a 2021 interview.

Today the shop’s capacity reflects steady 
investment. The company reports two spray 
booths and two ovens on site, including a large 
oven measuring eight feet wide by eight feet 
tall and 15 feet long—big enough to handle 

automotive frames.
What comes through those booths spans ev‑

eryday and specialty jobs. The team coats in‑
dustrial components, wheels, motorcycle and 
ATV parts, go‑kart and race car chassis, lawn 
furniture and metal kitchen cabinets. As Bristol 
put it, “anything metal can be powder coated.”

Projects move through a multi‑step pro‑
cess—surface prep, powder application and 
baking in ovens heated to 400 degrees, a key to 
the durable finish that draws repeat work from 
across the region.

The company highlights metallics, candies, 
fluorescents, textures and hammertones among 
the many finishes customers can choose.

Industrial work is a significant part of the op‑
eration, and the shop’s portfolio has included 
projects that travel well-beyond the Northeast 
Kingdom, including TD Garden in Boston; 

decorative ceiling panels for Bank of Ameri‑
ca’s Times Square offices; a sculpture installed 
in a New York City park; a pedestal base bound 
for a glacier‑monitoring site in Greenland; and 
a restored Fairbanks scale for the University of 
Oregon football program.

Closer to home, the company has worked 
for area businesses and individuals with its 
team of five employees that includes Mark’s 
son Lucas.

Customer loyalty is prized by the business. 
“We have great customers and many repeat 
customers due to our high quality and short 
lead‑times,” Bristol said.

For quotes, finishes and examples of recent 
work, visit performancepowdercoatingvt.com 
or call 802‑535‑5096. Email inquiries can be 
sent to markrbristol@yahoo.com.

SNJ Seamless Rain Gutters Marks Two Decades In NEK
SNJ Seamless Rain Gutters is celebrating 20 

years in business, a milestone for a locally run 
gutter manufacturer and installer that serves 
homeowners and businesses across the North‑
east Kingdom and northern New Hampshire.

Founded in 2006, the company manufac‑
tures and installs seamless rain gutters on 
site for residential and commercial proper‑
ties. SNJ’s work focuses on getting water 
away from buildings—a core need in a region 
known for snow and spring runoff.

“We are very thankful for the opportunity 
to serve our community and the surrounding 
areas for the past 20 years,” Owner Steven 

Jablonski said.
From its base at 158 Blodgett Farm Road in 

Waterford, SNJ serves customers throughout 
Vermont and New Hampshire. The company 
notes it is locally owned and operated, with no 
franchise affiliation.

SNJ’s primary services include seamless 
rain gutter installation, along with leaf guard 
and snow guard installation. On its website, 
the company also notes options for K‑style 
and half‑round systems and highlights instal‑
lation practices designed for Vermont and New 
Hampshire weather.

The business emphasizes long-term protec‑
tion with a five‑year workmanship warranty 

and a 20‑year material guarantee along with 
the firm’s promise of fast, professional instal‑
lation.

Longevity extends to the team, too. Jablon‑
ski said the firm’s lead installer has been with 
SNJ for 19 years.

“It is very rewarding to hear from our cus‑
tomers that we have helped them get the water 
away from their homes,” Jablonski said.

SNJ continues to provide free estimates and 
invites inquiries for installations and protec‑
tive add‑ons suited to New England’s climate.

For more information or to request an esti‑
mate, visit snjseamlessraingutters.com or con‑
tact (802) 751‑6191 or snjgutters@gmail.com.

State Farm Insurance Agent Brett Gale Observes 10th Year 
Brett Gale Insurance is celebrating a mile‑

stone this year. The Lyndonville insurance agen‑
cy, led by owner and State Farm insurance agent 
Brett Gale, is marking its 10th year in business. 
Founded in 2016, his firm continues to focus on 
personal, local service for customers across the 
region.

From its office at 1033 Broad Street in Lyn‑
donville, the agency helps customers from Ver‑
mont and New Hampshire navigate coverage 
decisions for their homes, vehicles and families.

Gale says the agency’s approach is rooted in 
straightforward values. “Our philosophy is to 
put customer needs first, operate fairly and do 
the right thing. We love living, investing in and 
serving our local community,” said Gale.

The agency highlights three core lines: home‑
owners, auto and life insurance. The website 

also notes the office can assist with health and 
small business insurance, reflecting a broader 
set of State Farm offerings available through the 
agency.

Gale’s site underscores that he is licensed 
in both Vermont and New Hampshire and lists 
common product categories such as renters, con‑
do, business and pet insurance, along with bank‑
ing and annuities offered through State Farm 
partners.

There are also offerings some residents might 
not expect. “We sell Medicare Supplements, but 
it’s not really advertised so people are often sur‑
prised,” Gale noted of a product line that serves 
Vermont’s growing senior population.

The anniversary comes with a few updates be‑
hind the scenes. Gale reports the office “just add‑
ed a full-time team member” and recently com‑
pleted a remodel, inviting neighbors to stop by 

and say hello. Those changes arrive as the agen‑
cy continues to build long-term relationships — 
a point Gale says is central to their work. “We 
have many insureds that have been State Farm 
customers for decades. We value those relation‑
ships and are anxious to form new ones so we 
can help more people!” said Gale.

Community ties are also important. Gale’s 
website mentions his involvement with the 
Northeast Kingdom Chamber of Commerce, 
Lyndon Area Chamber of Commerce and Rota‑
ry, and service with Lyndon Institute and more.

As the business marks its 10th year, Gale says 
the focus doesn’t change: helping people protect 
what matters and being available when they need 
guidance. For information or a quote, call 802-
626-8651, email brett@brettgaleinsurance.com, 
or visit brettgaleinsurance.com. The office is in 
downtown Lyndonville at 1033 Broad Street.
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The Barnet Tradepost Wellness Center reaches its 
20-year anniversary in 2026. (Contributed Photo)

CALEDONIAN Black Cyan Magenta Yellow

Black Cyan Magenta Yellow


