~AThe Littleton e oy
" as weekly Record Seek Dismissal Of

L] 4 HURSDAY, MAY 7,202 Grafton Co. Sheriff Lawsuit

ejuabely ueid

Ade|g

! Lis——y i s—_—_e s s s s W_‘,w_,_ e
[P Ry
7 e S WL Ay tl k)

_ ||5“I|llllll i

. -
=
- -
a Ew_’
o~

S
Casino Developer Publicly Announces Littleton Plans

> Littleton’s Perry Goodell Reflects On First 100 Years
» Franconia Man Indicted On Sexual Asssault Against Child Charges
» County Officials Evaluate Nursing Home Options Following Concerns
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e
Wellness Fair Comer
Tuesday, June 9, 2026 | 3 to 6pm
© Littleton Regional Healthcare's

Conference Center & Medical Office Building

Walk-In Health Screenings, including

« Blood Pressure Volunteer and Career Opportunities

« Cholesterol _ -

- Height, Weight, & Body Mass Index Raffle Prizes and Giveaways

 Pulse Oximetry

« Blood Glucose Kids Corner and Drawing Contest

Meet & Greet Providers, Administration, Health Screenings by Appointment - please call:
Other Clinicians, and Support Staff - Prostate Screenings (603) 444-0385

« Skin Cancer Screenings (603) 444-2450

Live Demonstrations and Interactive Displays
Advance Directive Support

Educational Materials and Resources
... and much, much more!

Patient Portal Registration

Monitor our website and social media channels for additional
event details or call us at (603) 444-9304 to learn more.

www.littletonhealthcare.org
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Casino Developer Publicly Announces Littleton Plans
Staples Meadow Street Store To Close By June 26

BY ROBERT BLECHL
Staff Writer

LITTLETON — Citing ben-
efits to the local economy and
nonprofits, the developer of a
casino announced its plans in
a press release on Thursday,
following the $10 million pur-
chase in February of the Kil-
burn Ledge property at 780-804
Meadow Street.

On Thursday afternoon,
The Caledonian-Record also
learned that the Staples office
supply store, at 804 Meadow
St., where the casino will be
built, is expected to vacate the
building by June 26 to make
way for construction.

In its announcement, Granite
State Gaming and Hospitality
(GSGH) said the development
marks “the future site of GS-
GH’s newest charitable gaming
and entertainment develop-
ment” and “is a milestone in
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GSGH’s vision to grow New
Hampshire’s charitable gaming
industry responsibly while fos-
tering local economic opportu-
nity.”

The casino, which will fea-
ture around 230 electronic
gaming machines, a dozen ta-
ble games, and a dozen elec-
tronic table games, is slated to
occupy the 23,000-square-foot
building.

With construction scheduled
to begin in the summer of 2026,
the project is most of the way
through the design and plan-
ning phase, “with a focus on
creating a facility that reflects
the company’s commitment
to innovation and community
partnership,” said GSGH repre-
sentatives.

GSGH, owned by Chica-
go-based casino developer
Greg Carlin, is collaborating
with the Chicago-based DMAC
Architecture and Interiors for
the Littleton project’s overall
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concept and layout.

“With extensive experience
in hospitality and gaming en-
vironments, the team is shap-
ing a design that pays homage
to the region’s landscape and
history, blending contemporary
elements with local character
to create a dynamic and wel-
coming guest experience,” said
GSGH representatives.

“This acquisition is a vital
step in building a sustainable,
community-focused  gaming
model for Northern New Hamp-
shire,” Eric Barbaro, chief op-
erating officer of GSGH, said in
a statement. “We remain com-
mitted to responsible growth
that delivers a meaningful,
long-term charitable impact.”

GSGH, an affiliate of G2
Gaming, partners with non-
profit groups “to generate sus-
tainable funding and deliver
meaningful, long-term commu-
nity impact,” said its represen-
tatives.

“Through its existing prop-
erties, Beach Club Casino in
Hampton Beach and Lilac Club
Casino in Rochester, GSGH
has already demonstrated the
strength of its operating model,
where a significant portion of
gaming revenue directly ben-
efits licensed nonprofit part-
ners,” they said. “To date, op-
erations at both locations have
generated more than $4 million
in contributions to veterans’
groups, youth organizations,
and community service non-
profits across the state.”

The Littleton casino is ex-
pected to create more than 60
jobs, expand vendor partner-
ships, and significantly increase
funding for local area non-prof-
its, they said.

Additional updates will be
provided as the project advanc-
es through design and regulato-
Iy review.

Local approvals do not ap-
pear to be needed.
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The casino is expected to
open in early 2027.

In 2023, about 100 residents
turned out to a public infor-
mation meeting, where Carlin
took questions and outlined the
plans. The vast majority of resi-
dents opposed a casino in town.

At the March 2026 town
meeting, voters approved a pe-
tition to ban casinos within the
town, though that would apply
to additional casinos and not to
Carlin’s proposal, which had al-
ready been in the pipeline with
an application before the state.

Upon purchasing the proper-
ty in February, Carlin gave Sta-
ples a four-month notice.

An email left with Staples’

public relations on Thursday
asking if Staples will be open-
ing a new location in Littleton
or in the Littleton area was not
returned by press time. A tele-
phone call to the company’s
media relations office was also
unsuccessful.

The next closest Staples
stores are in North Conway and
Tilton in New Hampshire and
Barre in Vermont.

The other Kilburn Ledge oc-
cupants, located in the building
between Staples and the former
Tire Warehouse, include the
state liquor store, Asian restau-
rant, military recruiting station,
and a beer and smoke shop.

ON THE COVER I

Arendering of the new casino planned for Littleton, provided by the devel-
oper, Granite State Gaming and Hospitality, which publicly announced the
project in a press release on Thursday. (Contributed image)
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Ex-Shenff,

BY ROBERT BLECHL
Staff Writer

An ex-sheriff, a county, and
her own sheriff’s department
are asking a judge to dismiss
the lawsuit filed against them
by Grafton County Sheriff Jil-
lian Myers, who alleges retali-
ation, infliction of distress, and

County Seek Dismissal Of Grafton Co. Sheriff Lawsuit

whistle-blower violations by
her predecessor, former sheriff
Jeff Stiegler, when she served
as a deputy.

After filing her civil claim
and request for a jury trial on
Jan. 2, Myers, of Lisbon, has
since amended her complaint,
which was followed by objec-
tions and moves to dismiss by

the defendants as a hearing at
Sullivan Superior Court, where
the case was transferred, is
scheduled for May 27 for the
pending motions.

Myers, elected to her first
term as sheriff in 2024, initially
filed a discrimination and hos-
tile work environment claim
against Stiegler with the New

Hampshire Commission for
Human Rights in 2023.

After review, the commission
concluded that there was prob-
able cause for her claim of re-
taliation by Stiegler, whom she
alleged launched a retaliatory
investigation against her, but
found no basis for her claims of
discrimination and harassment.

TO APPLY
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Myers, who joined the sher-
iff’s department as a deputy in
2021 when she was pregnant,
alleges that harassment and
sexual, gender-based, and oth-
er comments made by Stiegler
compelled her to quit two years
later.

Represented by Concord
attorney Kathleen Davidson,
of the Pastori Krans law firm,
Myers’ amended 23-page su-
perior court action against the
three defendants alleges four
counts of retaliation, wrongful
termination/discharge,  viola-
tion of New Hampshire’s Whis-
tleblower’s Protection Act, and,
against Stiegler only, intention-
al infliction of emotional dis-
tress.

She seeks all damages al-
lowed under law, as well as
court costs and attorney’s fees.

Stiegler, of North Haverhill,
who is represented by Concord
attorney Keelan Forey, of Gal-
lagher Callahan and Gartrell,
has filed a motion to dismiss the
count of intentional infliction
of emotional distress, arguing
that Myers has failed to state
a claim and his actions do not
rise to the level of “extreme and
outrageous conduct” to warrant
such a claim.

In its motion to dismiss, the
Grafton County Sheriff’s De-
partment argues that the claims
against it are duplicative of
those against the county, and

Sheriff Jillian Myers.

the department is a division
of the county and not its own
standalone entity against which
a lawsuit can be brought.

“Further, Myers’ suit against
the Sheriff’s Office — even
if it could provide relief — is
fraught logistically,” wrote
Marrielle Van Rossum, the
Manchester attorney represent-
ing the sheriff’s department.

“Currently, Myers is Grafton
County’s High Sheriff,” said
Van Rossum. “She oversees the
county department that she is
suing, therefore effectively su-
ing herself in her professional
capacity. Myers would be the
person authorized to answer
on behalf of her office during
discovery. This problematic
relationship provides further
grounds for dismissing Myers’
complaint in its entirety against
the office she now holds.”

After serving three terms as
county sheriff, Stiegler did not
seek reelection in 2024.

Edward Jones
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1033 Broad Street
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DISCOUNT!

OFF MSRP

Stk.#DT24149 - MSRP $61,565
Offer valid until 5/31/26.

BRANDNEW!2024 MODEL YEAR

wee. RAMPROMASTER | s

DISCOUNT! 12 PASSENGER VAN

DISCOUNT!

OFF MSRP

Stk.#125098 - MSRP $54,555
Offer valid until 5/31/26.

BRANDNEW!2025 MODEL YEAR

JEEP GLADIATOR

DISCOUNT!  WILLYS W/ LIFT AND TIRES

$5,083 )

2019 JEEP COMPASS LATITUDE CERTIFIED 4X4&

3264

Stk.# DT26033B
67,065 miles
SALE PRICE $19,099

10% trade equity or cash down at 749% APR for 84 months with approved credit.
Sale prices include all dealer fees.

2023 MITSUBISHI ECLIPSE CROSS LE AWD

2305

Stk.#DT26139A
29,045 miles
SALE PRICE $22,099

10% trade equity or cash down at 749% APR for 84 months with approved credit.
Sale prices include all dealer fees.

2021 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE LAREDO X CERTIFIED

5353 | e

Stk.#J26070A
61,038 miles
SALE PRICE $25,599

10% trade equity or cash down at 749% APR for 84 months with approved credit.
Sale prices include all dealer fees.

2021RAM 1500 BIG HORN CREW CAB CERTIFIED

3434

Stk.#CPX1726A
45,432 miles
SALE PRICE $32,899

10% trade equity or cash down at 749% APR for 84 months with approved credit.
Sale prices include all dealer fees.

2019 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500 RST CREW

3437

Stk.#DT26154C
72,882 miles
SALE PRICE $33,099

10% trade equity or cash down at 749% APR for 84 months with approved credit.
Sale prices include all dealer fees.

2023 GENESIS 6V80 2.5T AWD

34176

Stk.#J25178A
67,506 miles
SALE PRICE $34,500

10% trade equity or cash down at 749% APR for 84 months with approved credit.
Sale prices include all dealer fees.

2025 JEEP WRANGLER CERTIFIED MANUAL

2330 ),

Stk.#J26088A
9,665 miles
SALE PRICE $38,400

10% trade equity or cash down at 749% APR for 84 months with approved credit.
Sale prices include all dealer fees.

2023 RAM 1500 BIG HORN CREW CAB CERTIFIED

2346 =,

Stk.#DT26144A
19,606 miles
SALE PRICE $39,600

10% trade equity or cash down at 749% APR for 84 months with approved credit.
Sale prices include all dealer fees.

2024 RAM 2500 TRADESMAN CREW CAB

3017 g-ve.

Stk.#DT26164A
20,767 miles
SALE PRICE $44,700

10% trade equity or cash down at 749% APR for 84 months with approved credit.
Sale prices include all dealer fees.

2021FORD F-150 LARIAT CREW (AB

3622 =2

Stk.#DT26043B
39,958 miles
SALE PRICE $45,099

10% trade equity or cash down at 749% APR for 84 months with approved credit.
Sale prices include all dealer fees.

2021 TOYOTA 4RUNNER TRD PRO

3607

Stk.#J25159A
46,116 miles
SALE PRICE $48,300

10% trade equity or cash down at 749% APR for 84 months with approved credit.
Sale prices include all dealer fees.

2023 RAM 3500 LARAME DIESEL DUALLY MEGA CAB

/Moang

Stk.#CP1720
84,772 miles
SALE PRICE $58,600

10% trade equity or cash down at 749% APR for 84 months with approved credit.

Sale prices include all dealer fees.

AUTOSAvm
CROSSTOWN

603-444-TTN Ki

st sonasy 650 Meadow Street, Littleton, NH

@ Jeep G mam

Find us on

Facebook

Shop online, any time @ CrosstownMotors.net

Advertised rates and terms avaloletowell qualfied buyers with approved cedit Taw, itleand egistration extra where applicable. ManufacturersSuggested Retal Price (MSRP)i  piceset by the manufacturer and does not necessarly eflect the pice actually paid by consumers. Sale price include all dealer fes.
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L|ttleton s Perry Goodell Reflects On First 100 Years

BY ROBERT BLECHL
Staff Writer

LITTLETON — Vermonter
by birth, Littleton resident by
love, Perry Goodell reflects on a
century of living and the impact
he’s had as a town leader, educa-
tor, father, husband, and Second
World War veteran.

He celebrates his 100th birth-
day on Monday.

The centenarian and profes-

sional engineer who has served
as a commissioner of Littleton
Water and Light, director of
Littleton’s public works, and a
teacher in Littleton schools also
imparted some advice on how to
live a fulfilling life.

Goodell and his wife Eschol,
who were high school sweet-
hearts, were raised in Vermont
just across the river from Dart-
mouth College.

Immediately after graduat-
ing from Thetford Academy,

QATIAM@MN:TT
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As he prepares to celebrate a milestone birthday on Monday, Littleton’s Perry
Goodell reflects on a century of life. (Photo by Robert Blechl)

he entered the Navy during the
last years of World War II, first
serving in the North Atlantic
and then in the Pacific Theater,
where he guarded aviation fuel
on U.S. naval tankers.

“They put me on a tank-
er,” said Goodell. “I was in the
armed guard, which was one of
the most dangerous places to be.
Back then, I didn’t realize it was
that dangerous. I was young. We
went, we did the work, and that
was it.”

A Navy seaman first class,
Goodell was in the Philippines
when the Japanese surrendered
in August 1945.

After the war, he completed a
degree at the University of Ver-
mont.

In 1952, he and Eschol ar-
rived in Littleton, where the
Moore hydroelectric station and
dam were being built.

“I was working for New En-
gland Power, and I came here in
connection with the dam,” said
Goodell.

A few years later, he would
go on to work for the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers and become
familiar with the Northeast
Kingdom, where, for a time,
he was chief engineer for the
construction of the short-lived

North Concord Air Force Sta-
tion atop East Mountain.

“At that time, they were build-
ing a radar station in Victory and
it was obsolete before they ever
finished it,” said Goodell. “I was
up there for probably a year, a
year and a half. The engineer
that was in charge was from
Maine. It came winter and he
wanted to go back to Maine, so [
was left with it.”

By the time the Corps of En-
gineers wanted to send Goodell
to Rhode Island, he was en-
sconced in the North Country.

Unwilling to leave Littleton,
he left the Corps to become
superintendent of the Little-
ton Public Works Department,
where he served for 15 years.

Then, heeding the call to pass
on his engineering knowledge
to younger generations, Goodell
spent another 15 years teaching
pre-engineering, math, and shop
at Littleton High School, where
his students included Carol
Boisvert Murray, who would go
on to become commissioner of
the New Hampshire Department
of Transportation, and Glenn
Lavoie, who would become a
co-owner of Winterset Inc., the
general contractor and bridge

o Passumpsic Bank

Are your accounts
working hard enough?

Better check yourself.
Better Kasasal

@ Kasasa Cash Checking

4.00

Stop by your local branch or open your account online!

%

APy

www.passumpsicbank.com

specialist in Lyndonville, and
who would design the Littleton
footbridge and oversee its 2004
construction.

Several ~ former students
would later say Perry’s teaching
sparked their interest in the engi-
neering field, said Eschol.

He would take his students
outdoors, to streets and oth-
er sites, for surveying lessons,
and would teach drafting in the
classroom.

The aim, he said, was to ex-
pose students to a type of learn-
ing so they could determine for
themselves whether they wanted
to take it further.

It’s rewarding when some lat-
er become leaders in their field,
he said.

“He does have his former
students stop in and talk to him
every once in a while,” said
Scott Goodell, son of Perry and
Eschol.

“Glenn brings him maple syr-
up to this day,” said Eschol. “He
gives Perry a lot of credit for
the background he got in high
school.”

After graduating from Little-
ton High School, Glenn Lavoie
attended the University of New
Hampshire to become a profes-
sional engineer.

As of 2026, he has spent 43
years in engineering and con-
struction, working for NHDOT
and in private engineering
throughout northern Vermont
and New Hampshire.

“I took pre-engineering and
mechanical drafting with Mr.
Goodell around ‘75 or 76,” La-
voie said Friday. “When I grad-
uated in ‘78, I wanted to be an
architect because of what we did
in high school.”

He recalls the lettering guides
for the drafting plans and how,
if one could write to a certain
standard, they wouldn’t need the
guides.

“I had to perfect my hand-
writing and that has carried me
right through to today,” said
Lavoie, who is now in semi-re-
tirement after launching his own
Littleton-based engineering and
design firm. “I even had a com-
pliment yesterday at a pre-bid
about my handwriting.”

He recalls Goodell leading
the class to spots outside of the
school and to Remich Park for
instruction in topographic sur-

See Perry, Page 7
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Franconia Man Indicted On Charges Of Sexual Asssault Against Child

A Franconia man faces charges
of sexually assaulting a child, and
other residents face charges for
injury assaults in the April round
of felony indictments delivered
by a grand jury at Grafton Supe-
rior Court.

Connor S. Bogie, 21, of Mon-
roe, was indicted on a Class B
felony count of second-degree
assault and three Class A misde-
meanor counts of simple assault
causing bodily injury.

On April 26, 2025, in Mon-
roe, Bogie is alleged to have
recklessly caused serious bodily
injury and orbital facial fractures
to “T.L.,” then age 17, when he
hit T.L. in the face when T.L. was
standing and hit again when T.L.
was on the ground, where Bogie
then pressed his hand on T.L.’s
body.

Darrel Dietlein, 62, of Fran-
conia, was indicted on a special
class felony count of aggravated

felonious sexual assault against a
5-year-old child and a member of
his family, whom he is accused of
touching for the purposes of sexu-
al arousal or gratification between
February and May 2024.

The charge carries an extended
term of imprisonment.

Dietlein also faces two Class B
felony counts of indecent expo-
sure and lewdness, accusing him
of exposing himself to the child.

Darcie M. Ingerson, 35, of

Whitefield, was indicted on a
Class B felony count of possess-
ing methamphetamine on Dec. 22
in Littleton and a Class B felony
count of possessing fentanyl on
May 4, 2025, in Littleton.

Christopher G. Jones, 31,
of Lisbon, was indicted on an
enhanced Class A felony count
of first-degree assault and an en-
hanced Class B felony count of
second-degree assault.

On Jan. 27, Jones is alleged to
have caused bodily injury to Jar-

ed Orben by means of a deadly
weapon when he struck Orben in
the head with a firearm.

Lacey Paye, 34, of Groton,
Vt., was indicted on a Class B fel-
ony count of possessing fentanyl
on July 25 in Haverhill.

Leo R. Roberts, 61, of Lit-
tleton, is charged with a Class B
felony count unlawfully driving
a vehicle along Route 302 on
Nov. 4 in Haverhill, after the New
Hampshire Department of Motor

Perry

Continued from Page 6

veys and maps, using the old-
school methods before modern
GPS units.

“I used those all through the
years, the skills that I learned,”
said Lavoie. “We immersed our-
selves in the process, not just
books or lectures, but life expe-
riences.”

Through the years, Lavoie
and Goodell would bump into
one another.

“He’d always ask me, ‘what
are you working on now,”” said
Lavoie. “He was always inter-
ested in what [ was doing, where
I was, what projects I was work-
ing on. He’s a wonderful guy,

and I always enjoy visiting with
him and his wife. He’s a positive
role model, and I always en-
joyed him. I still to this day call
him Mr. Goodell.”

As he neared retirement,
Goodell provided engineer-
ing consultant services to local
towns, including Carroll and
Franconia.

He would serve a term on
the Littleton School Board and,
in retirement, serve more than
two decades on the three-mem-
ber board of Littleton Water and
Light, overseeing infrastructure
improvements and ensuring that
LWL’s rates remained among
the lowest in New Hampshire
and New England.

“I enjoyed serving the peo-
ple,” said Goodell.

g
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After first moving to Lit-
tleton’s Cottage Street in the
1950s, Perry and Eschol would
eventually move into their cur-
rent home on Manns Hill the day
after Christmas 1978.

A hunter, fisherman, and avid
outdoorsman, Goodell, who was
born on a farm in Pompanoosuc
village in Vermont, has enjoyed
three-quarters of a century living
in Littleton, where he enjoys the
rural life.

“We’ve made some good
friends here,” he said.

While Littleton’s population
has hovered around 6,000 for
decades, Goodell noted changes.

“The stores have all changed,”
he said. “The grocery store used
to be on Main Street, the hard-
ware store was on Main Street.

KENNELL

ORTHODONTICS

Everything was on Main Street.

In 2025, he and Eschol cele-
brated 75 years of marriage.

They have four children —
Charlene, Rita, Craig, and Scott
— nine grandchildren, and a
dozen great-grandchildren.

“We went to Thetford Acad-
emy and that’s where we met,”
said Eschol, who turns 100 in
January. “We were classmates.
He went off to the war and I
went to UVM. He came back
and we dated off and on a bit.
We dated when we were in high
school. We’ve had a long rela-
tionship. He’s a nice guy.”

Perry gave some advice on

P I

Mulch*i“

what makes a rewarding life.

“You’ve got to be friendly,”
he said. “You’ve got to like peo-
ple.”

Vehicles declared him a habitual
offender in 2010 and revoked his
driver’s license

Mary Smolinksy, 34, of
Haverhill, was indicted on a Class
B felony count of possessing fen-
tanyl on July 6 in Lincoln.

< Epic Christian
§ Academy, K-8.
Open House

Thursday, May 14th 9-11am
Now accepting applications for
the 2026-27 school year. See
our story at www.epicchristian.org

Call Kevin at 603-259-6751.
70 Redington St.in Littleton.

1 OPEN MAY 8th

9AM - 5PM Daily

Largest selection in the North Country!

ANNUALS, PERENNIALS, TREES & SHRUBS
Great Quality -

Great Prices

SULLIVAN GREENHOUSES

Life Everlasting Farm, Rte. 135, 268 Elm Street, Lancaster, NH

.: 2.5 miles from downtown Lancaster « sullivangreenhouse.com E

603-788-2034 ¢ Thank you for supporting family farms

Healthy gardens start with healthy
soil. At Kirby Mulch Company, we
provide high-quality, locally
sourced mulch, compost, and soil
products to help your lawn,
garden, and landscape thrive.

by My,

«

576 US Route 2, Kirby, VT | 802.274.6239

www.kirbymulchcompany.com

LOCAL DELIVERY AVAILABLE
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Woman Accused 0f Ramming Police Cruiser, High Speed Chase Released

BY ROBERT BLECHL
Staff Writer

A Groton woman arrested in
January on charges of ramming a
stolen pickup truck into a police
cruiser and causing injuries to of-
ficers during a high-speed chase in
Littleton has been released on elec-
tronic monitoring.

Marisa N. Levesque, 42, who
faces two Class A felony counts of

tions, where she was booked on
March 31, and moved into super-
vised custody and monitoring.

According to court records,
Levesque was conditionally ac-
cepted into New Freedom Acad-
emy Behavioral Health, part of
Granite Recovery Centers, of Sa-
lem, N.H., for a 50- to 60-day clin-
ical plan of care.

Levesque was arrested Jan. 30
after allegedly stealing a pickup
truck in Gorham and leading po-

first-degree assault with a deadly
weapon and one Class B felony
count each of reckless conduct
with a deadly weapon and dis-
obeying a police officer while
causing a collision resulting in se-
rious bodily injury, is also required
to enroll in a residential substance
abuse treatment center as part of
her bail conditions.

According to a check on Mon-
day, she has been released from the
Grafton County House of Correc-

LITTLETON FINE CRAFT GALLERY

b. J’ih

81 Main Strent, Littleton, NH 03581
&03-444-109%  littleton, nhcrafts.org

open every day 10 am - 5 pm

Energy Efficient Solutions

Wellness Studio
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(TR Y] ; I.. I IR ; ma. LSl LR 802-626-0933
Inidiive Energy Hewling = Meassage

wiw.elevate®02 com - 802 147 1864

| Sl Foam & Coating INc

lice on a westward pursuit across
northern New Hampshire, where,
on northbound Interstate 93 along
the Moore Reservoir causeway,
she caused a chain reaction by
striking one cruiser, which then
struck a second, which struck a
third and injured each of the offi-
cers inside who had been able to
get ahead of her in an attempt to
slow her down through a rolling
roadblock.

Levesque, who authorities said

Year Round Comfort!
#New Eng

land

Efficiency
Vermont
Rebates

since 2001

Specializing in Spray Foam, Cellulose, & other Insulations
Call today for a free quote! 802.748.5600
852 Portland St.,

StJohnsbury, VT

reached speeds of 105 mph, was
taken into custody along south-
bound Interstate 91 in Vermont
after Vermont State Police disabled
the truck with spike strips.

At the time of her arrest, she was
out on bail for a February 2025 fel-
ony charge of possessing metham-
phetamine in Haverhill.

According to the Littleton Dis-
trict Court order for the chase and
assault charges that was signed by
Judge Gerard Boyle, Levesque’s
bail shall convert to personal re-
cognizance if she is accepted into a
high-intensity residential treatment
program level of care upon a bed
becoming available.

Prior to release, she was required
to be enrolled in the Grafton Coun-
ty Pre-Trial Services Program, to
be placed on electronic monitoring
during the period of residential
treatment, and to be monitored for
compliance by pre-trial services.

If Levesque leaves residen-
tial treatment before successfully
completing the program, bail shall

immediately revert to preventive
detention, and a warrant would be
issued for her arrest if she fails to
surrender to the Grafton County
House of Corrections.

Successful completion would
also result in a reversion to pre-
ventive detention, after which bail
would be considered anew.

As of Monday, no future court
date had been scheduled, and Graf-
ton County prosecutors had not yet
taken the charges to a grand jury
for indictments.

After two months of fighting
extradition to New Hampshire,
Levesque, who is being represent-
ed by public defender Jay Duguay,
was transported from her incarcer-
ation in Vermont to New Hamp-
shire, where she signed a waiver of
extradition on April 15 and waived
a probable cause hearing that had
been scheduled for the same day at
the Littleton court.

While injured, each of the three
police officers did not have to be
hospitalized.

AP H *

802-535-7069
96 Mitchell Drive,
Lyndonville, VT
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" Walkways * Retaining Walls

Residential & Commercial
Specializing in ...

Excavation * Trucking
Site Work « Septic Systems
Lot Clearing
Forestry Mulching
Bushhogging
Hydroseeding
Lawn Installation * Patios

Driveway Maintenance & Repair
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Ryan Moore
Owner

TAYLOR-MOORE
AGENCY

(802) 766-2294

346 Main Street | Derby, VT 05829

www.taylormooreinsurance.com

Trusted since 1962

Call us for all
your Personal,
Commercial, and
Farm Insurance needs

North Ridge Company
Roofing & Contracting

Suc Joll Hill Landlscapes

Vermont-based | Family-operated

Standing Seam & Shingle Roofing

| northridgecompany.org

802.535.5963

e UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP ¢

MAYO'’S

FURNITURE &
MATTRESS CENTER

OPEN TUESDAY

TH RU SATURDAY

*Check Facebook
for current hours
and sale updates*

designs and builds mindful
installations creating
breathtaking landscapes
through a combination of
function and style

sugarhilllandscapes.com

(603) 823-8542
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GREENHOUSE &
FARMSTAND OPEN!

Hanging Baskets & Flowers
Also Organic Vegetable Starts

OPEN DAILY 10:00-6:00

1525 Joe’s Brook Road < Barnet, Vermont
Find us every Sat. at the Farmers Market (starting 5/9)
802-473-6074 - joesbrookfarm.com K

MAKE SPRING CLEANING A BREEZE!

Call today for excellent
service, a helpful staff and
a wide range of rental

q equipment.
802.748.7841
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,1763 Memorial Drive, St. Johnsbury, VT
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Following Residents’ Concerns, County Officials Evaluating Nursing Home Options

BY ROBERT BLECHL
Staff Writer

Before the cancellation of a
special Coos County Commis-
sion and Delegation hearing that
had been scheduled for Monday
regarding a bond to partly fund a
county nursing home conversion
in Colebrook, area residents de-
tailed their concerns and offered
suggestions.

To date, the county’s plan has
been to close the Coos County
Nursing Hospital in West Stew-
artstown, which was built in the
1930s, and move residents and
operations to Colebrook, where
the county would buy the former
Colebrook Academy building,
constructed in 1911, and make
the needed renovations to con-
vert it into a new nursing home.

The most recent plan has en-
tailed a 70-bed nursing facility
and 10 private-pay single rooms.

In March, the New Hampshire
Executive Council approved $23
million in federal Rural Health
Transformation funding toward
the project.

During the past few months,
county officials have consulted
with the New Hampshire Com-
munity Development Finance
Authority and the county’s bond
counsel regarding the bonding of
about $5 million.

During the county commis-
sion’s April 15 meeting, the min-
utes for which were released this
week, residents from Colebrook,
Stewartstown, and Clarksville
turned out to voice their con-
cerns about the county’s possible
purchase of the Colebrook Acad-

emy and the relocation of the
nursing hospital to Colebrook.

In addition to West Stewart-
stown Nursing Hospital, the
county has a second nursing
home in Berlin.

Allen Coats, of Stewartstown,
suggested combining the two
nursing homes in a central lo-
cation and offered the town of
Stark as an example.

The county previously en-
listed BerryDunn to complete
an analysis of nursing home
options, one of which included
a new 75-bed facility in West
Stewartstown on Back Pond
Road, at a cost of about $30 mil-
lion, with about $18 million of it
financed by debt, as well as the
consolidation of the Berlin and
West Stewartstown homes into
one facility in Groveton.

BerryDunn concluded that fi-
nancially and demographically,
Coos County can support two
nursing homes.

The cost of a new 125-bed
facility in Groveton would
be about $60 million, and the
debt financing for it was found
cost-prohibitive by county offi-
cials.

BerryDunn recommended an
addition of $5 to $6 million to
the Berlin facility, which would
allow reconfiguring 100 rooms
to include 10 private-pay rooms
and help with finances.

Financially, BerryDunn con-
cluded that a new facility in West
Stewartstown would be viable
and said that the condition of the
existing West Stewartstown fa-
cility was negatively impacting
the census.

County officials concluded

KINGDOM GARIDENS

= 1021 Route 2 ¢ East St. Johnsbury, VT
Look for our BIG YELLOW SIGN!

802-535-4427

Molhovy Vay SPECIAL

FRIDAY-SATURDAY-SUNDAY ONLY
Free 3" Dianthus
Flower Pot

*with purchase, while supplies last

HUNDREDS OF
HANGING BASKETS and ...

Annuals, Perennials, Flowering and
Fruit Bearing Bushes And Veggie and Herb Starts!
MON-SAT: 9-6 « SUNDAY: 12-4

that there was no appetite among
the commission or the delegation
to bond the $18 million needed,
or 60 percent of the total cost, for
a new West Stewartstown nurs-
ing facility.

County officials also said
the consensus is that the cur-
rent nursing hospital cannot be
renovated with residents in the
building.

During the April 15 meet-
ing, Rick Samson, a resident of
Stewartstown, asked if parking
has been considered at the Cole-
brook Academy location, where
he said nursing home residents
would not have the nice view
that West Stewartstown provides
and would only have buildings
to look at.

Samson also inquired about
the project’s impact on the tax
rate.

In response, Coos County ad-
ministrator Mark Brady said that
anew facility would increase the
Medicaid bed rate and, based on
a preliminary analysis, the inter-
est costs would be absorbed by
the new bed rate.

The bond principal would be
$4 to $5 million during a period
of 20 to 25 years, he said.

Dwayne Covell, of Stewart-
stown, asked if the commission
supports the move and closure of
the West Stewartstown facility.
Taxpayers have concerns about
the project, he said.

Tom Brady, chairman of the
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Coos County Commission, said
he has been one of the biggest
advocates of the nursing hospital
over the years and said having
only one nursing home in the
county is not fair to people who
must travel to see their loved
ones.

In addition, Brady said he
receives questions from his
constituents about the costs of
maintaining everything in West
Stewartstown.

Questions were also raised
about the future of the Coos
County House of Corrections,
which is located in the same
West Stewartstown complex as
the nursing hospital.

Chris Gray, a resident of Stew-
artstown, asked if the jail was
closing. Brady responded that a
decision had not been made.

The former Colebrook Acad-
emy, which is owned by Cole-
brook contractor Dan Hebert
and auto dealerships owner Dan
Dagesse, is currently assessed at
$680,000.

That assessment would be
removed from Colebrook’s tax
base if it became a nursing home,
said Colebrook town manager
Tim Stevens.

In addition, if the jail moves to
Berlin, anyone arrested after 10
p.m. would have to be transport-
ed to Berlin by either a sheriff’s
deputy or town police officer,
which would make for an addi-
tional 2 1/2 hours to the work-

39% OFF

Motorization and smart
home upgrades

REFRESH AND SAVE!

day, said Stevens.

Stevens also asked what
would happen to the county De-
partment of Corrections staff.

April Busfield, water precinct
manager, said the current nurs-
ing hospital complex accounts
for 40 percent of West Stew-
artstown’s water income, and a
closure could spike water fees to
$500 per quarter for users.

Lynn Dorman, of Stewart-
stown, expressed concerns about
additional costs and said opera-
tions at both Upper Connecticut
Valley Hospital and Weeks Med-
ical Center remained in their fa-

cilities during construction.

On Thursday, Coos Coun-
ty commissioner Ray Gorman
said no future meeting date or
approximate date regarding the
bond has been scheduled, and
the nursing home matter remains
a work in progress as the county
evaluates options.

As of mid-April, the census
at West Stewartstown Nursing
Hospital was 56 residents, for an
83.6% occupancy rate based on
a total bed count of 67.

The Berlin Nursing Home has
a current census of 79 residents
and a 79-percent occupancy rate.
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$5 1 Million Authorized For Sewer Plant Upgrades

Select Board Makes Reappointments To Boards, Committees

BY ROBERT BLECHL
Staff Writer

LITTLETON — After two
voter approvals, and as a Fri-
day deadline looms, some of
the big money being sought
for upgrades to the sewer plant
along Meadow Street has been
authorized.

Following a 4-0 Select Board
vote on Monday, the town man-
ager, finance director, board
chair, or town finance director
are authorized to sign all forms
associated with the Clean Water
State Revolving Loan Fund to
receive up to $5.177 million in
newly awarded funding.

“The reason this came in
late is the date got shifted, and
it’s due May 1,” said Kerri
Harrington, chair of the Select
Board. “It’s a good rate, a better

rate.”

During a special town vote
in December, voters authorized
up to $2.5 million in bonds for
wastewater treatment plant re-
pairs and upgrades. That money
has not yet been sought.

At the March town meeting,
they authorized up to $9 million
in bonds.

Both votes reached into the
80-percent range of voter sup-
port, and both bonds could be
reduced by grants, other fund-
ing, and loan forgiveness.

“Basically, this is the $9
million bond that was voted
in,” said Eric Oliver, director
of the Littleton Department of
Public Works. “We’ve secured
$5.1 million of that in a loan.
Until we are complete with
construction, it’s 1 percent. It’s
a pretty good deal. Also, when
we finish that there will be loan

forgiveness. I'm not sure what
that rate is, if it’s 10 percent, 15
percent, but there are additional
monies that are going to be ap-
plied towards the loan number.
And this is just the start. We
still have other funding that we
will be applying for throughout
the year. This is just the first one
that came due right now.”

A loan term length has not
yet been decided upon by the
town and can be selected after-
ward, following the award of
funding.

The interest rate is 1 percent
until the work is finished, said
Harrington and Selectman Tay-
lor Caswell.

“As long as it’s open, it’s 1
percent,” said Oliver.

Once completed, a 5-year
term is 2 percent interest, a 10-
year term 2.59 percent, and a
15-year term 3.8 percent, said

Harrington.

Several weeks ago, town of-
ficials searched the market for
the best rates.

“These beat the other loans
we got by one or two points
or more,” said Harrington.
“They’re really good rates.”

Regarding the $5.177 million
amount, the town might not
need to use the full $9 million,
said Oliver.

“When it was put on the war-
rant it was ‘up to,” so the idea
was hopefully we don’t spend
$9 million,” said Harrington.
“And some of it comes in with
grants or loan forgiveness,
which sounds like it’s a very
distinct possibility.”

Appointments

Familiar faces will remain on
the advisory town-school bud-
get committee, the town cul-
tural arts commission, zoning

BUSINESS PROFESSIONALS
& SERVICES GUIDE

detatls

INTERIOR FASHIDOMS

board of adjustment, planning
board, and conservation com-
mission after the Select Board
made reappointments of current
members seeking new terms.

The budget committee had
two open three-year seats.

Reappointed were budget
committee members Mary
Menzies and John Goodrich.

The Littleton Cultural Arts
Commission had one open
three-year seat. Reappointed
was Jason Tors.

Reappointed to the commis-
sion’s open alternate seat was
Kathleen Searles.

The Littleton Water and
Light Commission had one
open three-year seat. Reap-
pointed was commissioner Pe-
ter Cooper.

The zoning board had two
open three-year seats.

Reappointed were incumbent
zoners Ken Lavine and David
Fiandaca.

Julia Butner was reappoint-

ed as a zoning board alternate
member.

The planning board had two
open three-year seats. Reap-
pointed were planners Bruce
Ralston and Kevin Kihslinger.

Lloyd Thomas was reap-
pointed to an open two-year
seat on the planning board.

The planning board must
also have two seats filled by Se-
lect Board members.

Appointed planning board
ex officio member was Select-
man Taylor Caswell. Appointed
alternate ex officio member, in
the event of Caswell’s absence
at a planner meeting, was Se-
lectman Paul Lehmann.

Although no one applied for
the one open three-year seat on
the conservation commission,
Tom Alt, the commission’s
chairman, said that position will
be filled by a current member.

Jeff Merrill was appointed to
the conservation commission’s
two-year alternate seat.
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Phone: 603-838-2860 * www.stockleytrucking.com
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Public Announcement

The Franconia Water
Department would like
to notify the residents of
Franconia that:

The Spring Flushing is
scheduled for Franconia
Village & Mittersill Village
May 18th — May 22nd

Flushing will occur during the
day, between 8am-5pm.

Your water may be cloudy and
a decrease in pressure may
be noticed for brief periods of
time.
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Help Wanted Help Wanted
200 200

FAIRBANKS

MUSEUM
& planetarium

BOOKKEEPER
Join our dynamic team in a
unique, family-like environment!
We are seeking an organized pro-
fessional to support our Finance
Department and general museum
operations.

Schedule: 20 hours/week (during
normal business hours)

Location: St. Johnsbury, VT

Pay: $20-23/hour based on expe-
rience

Key Responsibilities:

Manage AP/AR, invoicing, de-
posits, and payroll (QuickBooks
Online).

Integrate data from POS and
donor software.

General  office  management,
record keeping, and event ticket-

ing.

Qualifications:

1*3 years of accounting experi-
ence.

Required: Proficiency in Quick-
Books Online & MS Office.

Strong attention to detail, flexibili-
ty, and great customer service
skills.

Experience with non-profit donor
software is a plus.

To Apply: Please submit your re-
sume and references to akane@-
fairbanksmuseum.org.

Full job description at fair-
banksmuseum.org
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COUNTERTOP FABRICATORI/IN-
STALLE

Creative Counters is hiring for fabri-
cator and installer positions.
Applicants should have some prior
experience  with  carpentry/hand
tools.
Also be able to read shop drawings,
work well with others, and continue
our quality standards.
Must be able to lift 50+ Lbs
Competitive pay/benefits
email jessica@creative-counters.net

Services

550

JEFF'S PAINTING

We are booking for the 2026 sea-
son. Specialize in exterior paint-
ing, carpentry, siding and roofing.
Our 40 foot 4-wheel drive power
lift makes

high project simple and safe.
Many years in the building trades.
We also fix bad siding, trim
boards, soffits, etc. before we
paint.

We offer free estimates! We are
fully insured. Call Jeff at: 802-
472-3827 or email: segvt55@com-
cast.net

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

FLAKTOPR
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more information.

We are currently hiring a CDL-A Driver for our
Littleton, NH location. Benefits include health
insurance, PTO, and 401K retirement plan.
Excellent Pay. Seasonal Position. Family
owned & operated since 1950. Apply online
at www.blaktop.com or call (603)444-8882 for

OBITUARIES

PuiLip RICKER

Philip R. Ricker, 74, of
Collins, GA, passed away on
May 2, 2026. Born on Sept.
2, 1952, in St. Johnsbury,
VT, he was the son of Paul
N. Ricker and Patricia Page
Ricker.

Philip graduated from
Woodsville High School in
1970 and continued his ed-
ucation at Plymouth State.
During his school years, he
discovered a deep love for
the performing arts, enjoying
singing, acting, and dancing.
His passion for the stage stayed with him
throughout his life, notably through the plays
he performed in at the Old Church Theater in
Bradford, VT. In 2009, he appeared in a TV
commercial for the Vermont Agency of Agri-
culture, promoting phosphorus-free fertilizer
with the memorable message: “Don’t ‘P’ on
your lawn.”

Professionally, Philip spent the majority of
his career in restaurant management. In 2009,
he sought a new path and became a phlebot-
omist, first working at Dartmouth Hitchcock
before moving to Naples, FL, to work for the

Florida Cancer Centers in Ft.
Meyers and Naples. Upon
his retirement, he moved to
Collins, GA.

Philip cherished the many
friends he made along the
way. He especially loved the
time he spent growing up
at Lake Groton during the
summers.

He leaves behind his sis-
ter, Paula House, nephew
Christopher, wife Samantha,
children Lilly and Lucy, and
his niece Kimberly.

There will be a private burial in Pine Grove
Cemetery, Woodsville, NH.

Donations in Philip’s memory may be
made to The Old Church Theater, ¢/o Melissa
Mann, PO Box 304, Bradford, VT 05033, or
Shriners Hospital for Children, 89 Park St.,
Chicopee, MA 01013.

To offer the family an online condolence,
please visit www.rickerfh.com

Ricker Funeral Home & Cremation Care
of Woodsville is assisting the family with ar-
rangements.

RoBErTA MCGEE

Roberta E. McGee, 88,
passed away at her home Fri-
day morning, February 6, 2026,
after a long battle with cancer.
She was surrounded by her lov-
ing family. A Mass will be cel-
ebrated at St. Patrick Catholic
Church on Saturday, May 16th
at 1lam. Burial & Committal
will follow after mass at Saint
Margaret Cemetery with a re-
ception at the Maplewood Golf
Club. Donations may be made
in her memory to North Country
Health & Hospice, 536 Cottage
Street, Littleton, NH 03561 or
Voice for Animals, PO Box 34,
Harrison, ME 04040.

New Owners To Reopen Lancaster
Motel Under New Name “Red Fox Inn”

BY PAUL HAYES
Staff Writer

LANCASTER — New ownership plans
to renovate and reopen the Lancaster Motel
under a new name.

Gopal Patel said the property will be re-
branded as the Red Fox Inn, a reference to
Lancaster’s official town symbol. It adds to
his regional portfolio that also includes the
Eastgate Inn in Littleton and the Saffron Inn
in Auburn, Maine, bringing his total holdings
to nearly 150 rooms across three properties.

Patel began working in the hospitality in-
dustry more than a decade ago, starting as a
laundry attendant at a motel in Massachusetts
while also taking on maintenance and over-
night front desk duties. While still working
full time, he invested with family members
in a motel in Lincoln, N.H., helping operate
the property on weekends. That property was
later sold.

He later acquired the Eastgate Inn in Lit-
tleton, a 40-room property, and in 2023 pur-
chased a 72-room hotel in Auburn, Maine,
now operating as the Saffron Inn.

Patel said the Lancaster Motel’s Main
Street location and proximity to the White
Mountains and Great North Woods made it
an attractive acquisition. He said the build-

ing’s layout — including guest rooms, ex-
tended-stay units, a lounge, banquet rooms
and kitchen space — offers flexibility for
redevelopment.

The property is currently undergoing tran-
sition work, including repairs to water pipes
damaged during the winter. Patel said the
goal is to reopen to guests in the near term
while completing renovations in phases.

Planned upgrades include bathroom
renovations, new furnishings, heating and
mechanical system improvements, security
upgrades and exterior work such as signage,
landscaping and parking lot improvements.
The final room count and layout remain un-
der review.

Patel said he plans to reopen the property’s
bar and lounge under a new concept, pend-
ing required licensing, and to reactivate three
banquet rooms for events, meetings and
community gatherings.

Previous owners Ruby and Brian Berry-
man have assisted with the transition, pro-
viding contact information for former staff.
Patel said he is reaching out to determine
who may return and expects to hire locally as
operations ramp up.

“I started in this industry doing laundry
and fixing things at two in the morning,
Everything I have, I built with my hands.
When I look at this property on Main Street

in Lancaster, I don’t just see a building — I
see what it can become. I see guests sitting
outside on a summer evening, [ see families
coming through on their way to the White
Mountains, I see local folks gathering at the
bar after a long day. That’s what the Red Fox
Inn is going to be — a place that belongs to
this community as much as it belongs to us,”
Patel said.

Patel thanked the Berrymans for their
stewardship of the property and cooperation
during the transition, as well as local officials
and Bangor Savings Bank for their support in
completing the acquisition.

News that the property will remain a
motel comes after AXIS Realty Group of
Londonderry withdrew plans to convert The
Lancaster Motel into a 36-unit apartment
complex.

In contrast, Patel said he represents local
ownership and a commitment to the area.

“The North Country has given us a home
and a livelihood. Littleton believed in us
when we took over Eastgate, and we’ve tried
to repay that trust every single day. We’re
making that same promise to Lancaster.
We’re not investors passing through — we’re
operators who show up, roll up our sleeves,
and do the work. This property will be an as-
set to Main Street, and we’re going to prove
that with actions, not just words,” he said.
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CROSSTOWN MOTORS SERVICE SPECIALS
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Call today
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:.Must present coupon at time of appointment. Expires 5/31/26.

Full Interior/ ¢
Exterior Detalil

MAY

SAVINGS
[

= Valid only at
% One coupon per transaction. fﬂ_‘P:SSTUWﬂ :

Inspection,
Cleaning and

and more.

7
I
Valid only at

Must present coupon at time S oyl
of appointment. Expires 5/31/26. @ Jeep Pmam |

\Y7
!

ROSSTOWN

L B g

sez )

SERVICE ¢

We Now Offer All
ADVISOR

RECONDITIONING SERVICES ¥y
From Wash/Vac to Complete Detail! “ETA“:‘J

Call 603-444-7771

Email Us: service@crosstownmotors.net

HOURS OF OPERATION: .20

all makes

Monday-Friday 7:00am-5:30pPnv and models.

650 Meadow St - Rte. 302 - Littleton, NH m PARTS & / —
voren. SERVICE  “ i, *Groce

Book your service appointment online, any time at crosstownmotors.net




