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Police Department Welcomes Two New Officers
With Swearing-In Ceremony. Page 4
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LITTLETON

After Delay, Trial Nears For Driver Charged In Pedestrian Death

BY ROBERT BLECHL
Staff Writer

A Lancaster truck driver charged
for the 2022 death of a pedestrian in
Littleton was recently awarded tax-
payer money for his defense as his
trial that had been scheduled for Oc-
tober has been rescheduled to early
2025.

At Grafton Superior Court, James
A. Dingman, 45, who at the time had
been driving a tractor-trailer hauling
wood chips, faces a Class B felony
count of negligent homicide and Class
A misdemeanor count of vehicular
assault for the Feb 9, 2022, death of
Ralph E. Porfido, 79, on Littleton’s
Main Street in front of the public li-
brary.

Prosecutors said Dingman, who
was heading toward Union Street and
had momentarily stopped his truck
during a traffic standstill, was dis-
tracted by the use of his cell phone at
the time his truck rolled back into gear
and struck Porfido, who was walking
to the library and in the marked cross-

LITTLETON [

walk and was pulled under the truck.

Early in the case, the prosecution
and defense began sparring over what
evidence they said should or shouldn’t
be presented to a jury.

The case began in February 2023
with the filing of the misdemeanor
count and later an unsuccessful mo-
tion by Leonard Harden, Dingman’s
attorney, to dismiss the charge. A
grand jury on the felony count subse-
quently indicted Dingman.

In early 2024, Harden filed a de-
fense expert line-of-sight analysis,
which prosecutors objected to, argu-
ing it does not meet legal standards
for evidence.

Motions followed, including the
defense’s request to present anima-
tions of the incident, to which prose-
cutors also objected.

Before any evidence is presented
to a jury, the judge will review it to
determine the reliability of expert tes-
timony.

The state’s discovery includes fo-
rensic analysis of mobile phone data
through software used by computer
forensic experts.

Choose from the
Highest Quality
Angus Beef, Poultry,
Ham, Pork Loin,

& Lamb

70 ORDER: CALL (603) 4449-2800
OR STOP BY THE MEAT DEPARTMENT

According to case documents,
Dingman has enlisted a forensic in-
vestigative services firm to interpret
the conclusions.

Prosecutors have sought a line-of-
sight analysis, diagrams, and anima-
tion about what Dingman could see
based on the line-of-sight analysis
filed by the defense expert.

Prosecutors have argued that the
defense’s analysis does not comply
with the admissibility requirements in
the New Hampshire Rule of Evidence
and the data used is “flawed” and in-
sufficient.

A hearing on the pending motions
was held on Nov. 14.

As of Monday, the judge was still
taking the arguments and presenta-
tions under advisement.

On Nov. 19, the court granted
Dingman $5,500 in public funding for
his defense expert fees. His request
for an additional $10,000 was denied.

A final pretrial conference is sched-
uled for Jan. 21.

In June 2023, the case went to a
criminal mediation proceeding with-
out a successful resolution.

NEWS BRIEFS

Hiker Rescued From Mt. Washington
After Alleged Altercation

SARGENT’S PURCHASE — Mt. Washington State Parks Staff rescued
an unprepared hiker from the summit of Mt. Washington Tuesday about 11
a.m.

Personnel initially reported a single male hiker with a dog arrived at the
summit and forced his way into a State Parks Sno-Cat vehicle and refused
to get out when requested. There was a brief altercation, but was quickly
de-escalated, according to New Hampshire Fish & Game officials. A call to
NHFG was made and due to the inclement weather it was decided the best
course of action was for the state parks staff to drive the hiker down to the
base where they were met by Conservation Officers.

The hiker, identified as Tristan James Murrin, 27, of Virginia Beach, Va.
was reportedly on a cross-country trip hiking different trails and peaks along
the way. He said he had attempted to hike in Maine the previous day and
ultimately made his way to Mt. Washington. According to Park staff, James
Murrin had called the summit the previous day and inquired about hiking to
the summit. He was advised by the staff that due to the inclement weather, it
was not advisable to hike. James Murrin did not take this advice and instead
chose to hike with the intention of trying to “beat the storm.”

James Murrin started his hike up Tuckerman Ravine Trail at 5 a.m. and
made it to the summit around 11 a.m. He was found to be woefully unpre-
pared for the summit conditions and had a large dog with him that had to be

See Briefs, Page 8

ON THE COVER: Santa Claus waves to onlookers
during the 2024 Littleton Christmas Parade on Friday,
Nov. 29, 2024. (Photo by Paul Hayes)
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BY ROBERT BLECHL
Staff Writer

LITTLETON — After a few
years of hiring challenges, the
Littleton Police Department is
back up to capacity with two
new officers who filled vacan-
cies and were sworn in during
last week’s Select Board meet-
ing.

Linda MacNeil, chair of the
board, swore in Matthew Dono-
ho and Timothy Monahan, both
of whom are somewhat unique
in that they had past careers be-
fore becoming full-time patrol-
men for Littleton.

“They elected to go through
their interviews and written
tests and entered the police
academy,” said Littleton Po-
lice Chief Paul Smith. “It’s a
16-week academy, paramilitary
style. Upon completion of the
police academy, depending on
their date of hire, they then have
to complete a 12-week field
training program. Both officers
have completed this.”

Donoho grew up just outside

FURNITURE & FLOORING MATTRESS GALLERY

of Dallas, Texas, and lives with
his wife, Shannon, in Littleton
and they have family in the
area, said Smith.

Donoho is a veteran of the
Army who was a flight medic
and special operations combat
medic.

“He has paramedic training,”
said Smith. “He has a huge
background in leadership and
we are very lucky to have him
on board at the Littleton Police
Department.”

Monahan, who lives in town
with his wife and children, is
no stranger to Littleton and had
previously been a full-time fire-
fighter/EMT with Littleton Fire
Rescue.

Initially, Littleton police
snagged Monahan part-time,
said Smith.

“Tim actually came to Lit-
tleton with a part-time certifi-
cation in law enforcement from
2015,” he said. “Tim’s a para-
medic and he also has training
as a photographer. In 2019, we
put him on board as a part-time
police officer, and when we had

LITTLETON

Police Department Welcomes Two New Officers With Swearing-In Ceremony
Town Budget Under-Budget Mill Street Parking Time Extended

Above left: Former Littleton Fire Rescue firefighter/EMT Tim Monahan, left, was
one of two new Littleton police officers sworn in by Linda MacNeil, chair of the
Select Board, during the board’s meeting on Monday. Above Right: Matthew

Donoho. (Photos by Robert Blechi)

the openings late last year, Tim
stepped forward and said I want
to do a career change to become
a full-time police officer.”

Like Donoho, Monahan is
a military veteran and combat
flight medic.

“I have to say that for in-
dividuals starting this career
having completed previous ca-
reers — Matt did 20 years in
the military and Tim worked
in Londonderry — they both
have had an extensive back-
ground in leadership and run-
ning organizations such as ERs.
To go to the police academy
in your early 40s is a huge ac-
complishment with the physical

The Mayo’s Christmas tree
is loaded with savings!

Christmas

Come in and pick a
card to reveal your deal.
SAVE between 20%
& 50% on furniture, area
rugs and accessories.

In-stock only. Discount valid for one purchase
any time during the sale. Excludes window
treatments, flooring & mattresses.

December 6 -16, 2024

&

&

FREE DELIVERY
within 50 miles.

As always, Mayo’s
offers 0% financing
to qualified buyers.

demands. They both did an out-
standing job and they were both
in the same police academy.”

Monahan and Donoho grad-
uated the academy in October.

Town Budget 9 Percent
Under-Budget

As of Oct. 31, the municipal
budget is again holding up sol-
idly, said town manager Troy
Brown.

“There are no areas of con-
cern whatsoever,” he said.
“Revenues are solid.”

The wildcard at this time of
year is the weather.

But if the weather holds out
and doesn’t tax the highway,
police, and fire departments,

WINDOW FASHIONS

!: LMAYO'S

J‘* FURNITURE
& FLOORING

802 Railroad Street, St. Johnsbury, VT 05819
(802) 748-8725
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Sunday: 11am to 3 pm
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the hope is that the course will
continue, said Brown, who
foresees no great concerns go-
ing forward.

“Right now, total general
fund expenditures are 9.1 per-
cent under-budget,” he said.

“That’s great, at this time
of year,” said MacNeil. “So
we’ll most likely end the year
strong.”

After the July floods, the
board was looking at using
$500,000 from the undesignat-
ed fund balance for road and
infrastructure repairs.

“Even though we were able
to financially position the town
to be able to access a half mil-
lion dollars of funding through
the unassigned fund balance,
we had decided not to take that
action unless we absolutely had
to,” said Brown. “Right now,
with the budget you see, that’s
carrying the cost we incurred
for those floods. That’s anoth-
er good positive statement as
well.”

Extended Parking, Trans-
fer Station Manager Thanked

At a recent meeting, some
Mill Street property and busi-
ness owners suggested that
the town change the time limit
on the two Mill Street parking
meters from 15 minutes to two
hours, consistent with all other
parking meters on Main Street,
said Smith.

“It was initially set up for
15 minutes so that we have
rotation, but the owner of the

Estate Planning
Business Advice
Real Estate

SteEvVEN B, Goss
Attorney

(603)524-4121 Laconia
(603)788-2410 Lancaster
(603)448-3080 Lebanon.
shgfe mlolaw.com
www.mlolaw.com

[Schilling] brewery as well as
the people across the street are
requiring longer stays for those
two parking spaces,” he said.
“We’re just fulfilling the re-
quest of the ownership.”

If it was brought up by busi-
ness owners that customers
are spending longer than 15
minutes at establishments, it’s
reasonable to make all metered
times equal, said Select Board
member Kerri Harrington.

“Everything else is two
hours, ” said Selectman Roger
Emerson. “I agree.”

The only parts of town that
will remain under and over two
hours are the parking spaces in
front of the post office, which
are 20 minutes, and the spac-
es at the Littleton Community
Center, which are four hours,
said Smith.

The board voted 3-0 to ex-
tend the Mill Street metered
parking to two hours.

Saturday, Nov. 30, is the last
day on the job for transfer sta-
tion manager Steve Bean, who
is departing the position to take
a job elsewhere.

“I just want to let the com-
munity know how much as a
Select Board we have appreci-
ated Steve’s leadership,” said
MacNeil. “His attitude, the

ways he’s trained his workers
down there. It’s well run, and
he got a well-deserved accolade
from NRRA [Northeast Re-
source Recovery Association] a
few months ago.”
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2021 JEEP GRAND (HEIIIII(EE L SUV LIMITED 4X4

/MOBgl

Stk.#CP1567
81,444 miles
SALE PRICE $26,210

Payment calculated with 10% cash or trade equity down at 719% APR for 75 months

2021RAM1500 QIIAIJ CAB BIG HORN 4X4&

3410 £

Stk.#DT25028A
54,388 miles
SALE PRICE $31,500

Payment calculated with 10% cash or trade equity down at 7.19% APR for 75 months

2024 DODGE HIIIIIIET SUVR/TAWD

/M05 n 6 perio. G

Stk.#J24180A
2,356 miles
SALE PRICE $33,900

Payment calculated with 10% cash or trade equity down at 7.19% APR for 75 months

2021 RAM 2500 IIEG CAB TRADESMAN 4X4

/MO 53] puted

Stk.#DT24230A
41,002 miles
SALE PRICE $35,554

Payment calculated with 10% cash or trade equity down at 719% APR for 75 months

2024 SUBARU IIIITBA[I( SUVTOURING XTAWD

/M0560

Stk.#J24144AA
20,238 miles
SALE PRICE $37,500

Payment calculated with 10% cash or trade equity down at 7.19% APR for 75 months

2021 TOYOTA 4RUNNER Sll\l SR5 PREMIUM 4X4&

/M056

Stk.#J24106A
52,994 miles
SALE PRICE $37,900

Payment calculated with 10% cash or trade equity down at 7.19% APR for 75 months

2015 FORD TRANSIT I'.i PASSENGER VAN RWD

3517

Stk.#DT24171C
13,859 miles
SALE PRICE $32,500

Payment calculated with 10% cash or trade equity down at 8.49% APR for 63 months
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2024 JEEP GlAIlIATIIII CREW CAB SPORT 4X&

3044 =

Stk.#J24128A
3,085 miles
SALE PRICE $43,124

Payment calculated with 10% cash or trade equity down at 7.19% APR for 75 months

2020LINCOLN AVIATDIBIII]W GRANDTOURINGAWD

/MO 65 n pellni

Stk.#J22104A
33,093 miles
SALE PRICE $43,500

Payment calculated with 10% cash or trade equity down at 7.19% APR for 75 months

2021 TOYOTA TUNDRA (IIEW CAB TRD PRO 4X4

/M06 i g

Stk.#DT24200A
68,337 miles
SALE PRICE $47,000

2022 GMC YUKON XL SUV SLE 4X4

/MO S 7,

ml
Stk.#CT24015A g

40,166 miles
SALE PRICE $48 675

2022 JEEP GRAND WAGONEER SUV SERIES 11 4X4

8 I “'m
/MO 4 :

Stk.#DT24137A
31,157 miles
SALE PRICE $58,998

Payment calculated with 10% cash or trade equity down at 749% APR for 84 months
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Roy W. FrizzELL
November 20, 1950 — November 30, 2024

PITTSBURG — Roy W. Frizzell passed away
unexpectedly at his home on Dalton Road in Pitts-
burg, N.H., on Saturday, November 30, 2024, at
the age of 74. Born in Lisbon, N.H., on November
20, 1950, Roy was the cherished firstborn son of
Wilfred C. and Nathalie Edith (Whitehill) Frizzell.

Most of the following is true - Roy graduated
from Pittsburg High School in 1969 and achieved
his overly celebrated electronics degree from
Concord Tech. He began his professional journey
at Northeast Electronics in Concord, where he

est treasures and found joy in celebrating God’s
Wink and counting his blessings.

Roy is lovingly remembered by his son, Ethan,
and his wife, Sue. He is also survived by his sis-
ters Sally J. Masson and her husband George of
Canaan, and Cathy McComiskey of Pittsburg;
his grandchildren, Canaan and Hallie Frizzell,
and Eric and Joe Petel; five great-grandchildren;
numerous nieces and nephews; and his loving
companion, Alison Lynch.

There is fresh joy in heaven with his parents,

gained valuable experience. He later returned to
his home to embark on a fulfilling 34-year career
at Ethan Allen. During his tenure, Roy served as Plant Manager at
the Island Pond Division, worked at the Burnham, Me., Division,
and ultimately held the position of Quality Control Manager for
the Northeast District. He retired with a legacy of excellence and
dedication, so we understand.

In his retirement years, Roy embraced life to the fullest, spend-
ing winters in Florida and enjoying the great outdoors. A skilled
hunter and avid fisherman, he built his first camp while still in
high school and later cherished time at another camp just outside
Island Pond, Vt.

Roy proudly served on the Island Pond Advisory Board of
Community National Bank. A proud Master Mason, he was affil-
iated with the Evening Star Lodge #37 in Colebrook and a Sons
of the American Legion member of the American Legion Post #47
in Canaan, Vt.

Known for his warmth and charisma, Roy had an extraordinary
ability to connect with people. Whether among friends or strang-
ers, he was quick to start conversations, sharing his humor and wit.
He firmly believed that family and friendships were life’s great-

FURNITURE & FLOORING MATTRESS GALLERY

FREE
DELIVERY
within 50

miles.

his brothers Peter J. Frizzell (1969) and Brad-
ley A. Frizzell (2012), his sister Judy E. Roche
(2024), his nephew Jeffrey G. Masson (1969), and his brothers-
in-law Mackie McComiskey (1987) and Raymond Roche (2003).

Roy’s life was a testament to kindness, dedication, and love.
His legacy will live on the wisdom he shared, “I knew it would
end this way.”

Calling hours will be Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, from 5 to 7 p.m.
at the Jenkins & Newman Funeral Home in Colebrook, immedi-
ately preceded by a Masonic Funeral Rite at 4:45 p.m. A funeral
will be held at 1 p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 5, at the Trinity United
Methodist Church in Colebrook, with his son, Major Ethan Friz-
zell, chaplain of the Salvation Army, officiating. Burial will be in
the spring of 2025 in the Colebrook Village Cemetery of which
notice will be given.

Expressions of sympathy may be made to the Brown-Frizzell
Memorial Scholarship Fund, ¢/o Trustees of Trust Funds, Town of
Pittsburg, 1526 Main Street, Pittsburg, NH 03592.

Condolences may be offered online by going to www.jenkins-
newman.com
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KENNETH NEIL ALDRICH
June 1, 1929 — November 26, 2024

Kenneth Neil Aldrich, 95,
of Waterford, Vt., passed away
surrounded by his family on
Tuesday, November 26, 2024.
Born in Whitefield, N.H., on
June 1, 1929, the son of Wil-
liam Scott Aldrich and Nila
Margaret (Smith) Aldrich.

On December 30, 1950, Ken
married the love of his life,
Henrietta Helen Noyes. To-
gether they raised a family, and
founded and managed a thriv-
ing business, Aldrich Formica
Center. Ken taught Building
Trades at Littleton High School
and the Trade School in Saint
Johnsbury prior to starting his
own business. He was able to
teach many students in the
North Country to drive as a
Driver’s Education Instructor.

Ken loved to travel, camp,
and hike, visiting all 50 states
and most of the National Parks.
He loved building things to
make life easier. He enjoyed
playing cribbage, marbles,
and cards and spending time
with family. In 1984, Ken
and Henrietta joined the Lit-
tleton Squares. For 32 years,
they danced around the coun-
try building friendships and
reaching the highest challenge
square dance level.

Ken was always creating
and finding ways to meet the
needs of others. His love for
woodworking became a mis-
sion to ensure that the church
building was maintained. He
was always repairing things
and helping family and friends
with projects to help make lives
easier. Ken was the person ev-
eryone would go to for advice
about starting a project from
building a porch, to building
cupboards and other projects
for their houses as well as help-
ing great-grandchildren with
projects. No project was too
big or small for him. He always
worked hard and did these jobs
with a smile.

Ken built many things but
the most important thing that
he built was his Legacy. He
has been able to pass down
his love of God and hard work
ethic to his children, grand-
children, and great-grandchil-
dren. He has been a pillar of
strength and resilience in all of
our lives. He was able to lead

us with patience and love that
very few are capable of provid-
ing. He had a way of quietly
supporting others to have their
own thoughts and experiences.
His strong, encouraging, and
gracious love made him the
leader and role model for many
people.

Ken was predeceased by his
wife Henrietta “Honey” Helen
Aldrich, and one sister, Mar-
garet Campbell. He is survived
by his daughter Sharon Marie
Bessette and her husband Ron-
ald Bessette, daughter Carrie
Ann Baron, son Gregory James
Aldrich and his wife Shari Al-
drich; nine grandchildren and
20 great grandchildren; Bryan
Bessette, his wife Hannah Bes-
sette and their children; Peter
Baron; Penny Young, her hus-
band Joshua Young and their
children; Pamela Adams, her
husband John Adams and their
children; Jennifer Anti, her
husband Thomas Anti and their
children’ Nicholas Bessette, his
wife Jennifer Bessette and their
children; Ginger Montminy,
her husband Kevin Montmi-
ny and their children; Daniel
Baron and his child; Tiffany
Lasnier, her husband Jonathan
Lasnier and their children.

Services will be held pri-
vately. In lieu of flowers, you
are invited to make a donation
to Littleton Regional Health-
care, 600 Saint Johnsbury Rd,
Littleton, NH 03561 https://
littletonhealthcare.org/about-
Irh/your-gift-matters/donate/
or Caledonia Home Health
Care & Hospice, 161 Sher-
man Drive, St. Johnsbury, VT
05819 https://www.nchcvt.org/
support/donate-today

To offer the family an online
condolence, please visit www.
rickerth.com. Ricker Funer-
al Home & Cremation Care
of Woodsville is assisting the
family with arrangements.
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North Country Primary Care

Pictured (L-R): Jamie Wagner, RN, MSN, AGPCNP-BC; Ericka Dekle, MSN, APRN, FNP-C; John Montminy, DO;
Gordon Black, DNP, APRN; Page Tomlinson, DNP, NP-C

Where Our Primary Focus is Serving Your Healthcare Needs!

We are excited to welcome several new primary care providers to North Country Primary Care, Littleton Regional Healthcare’s
designated Rural Health Clinic. Our newest additions include Dr. John Montminy, Ericka Dekle, Jamie Wagner, Gordon Black, and
Page Tomlinson, all of whom are accepting new patients now!

We remain committed to providing the kind of compassionate, expert and dedicated care our patients have come to expect,
and certainly deserve, from their trusted primary care partner! From wellness exams, vaccinations, management of chronic
conditions, preventative care, and behavioral and mental health support to diagnosis and treatment of acute infections, injuries,
and diseases, and so much more, North Country Primary Care has your healthcare needs covered - right here, close to home!

Visit littletonhealthcare.org/primary-care for more information, or to schedule an appointment please call 603-444-7070.

Now

LITTLETON NS Accepting
REGIONAL HEALTHCARE New

Patients!
580 St. Johnsbury Road
Littleton, NH 03561
littletonhealthcare.org

Where good health begins.
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Continued from Page 2

factored into the rescue situation.

Although James Murrin initially spoke with the investigating
officers, he refused to cooperate any further with the Conservation
Officers conducting the interview and chose to walk back to his
vehicle parked at the Pinkham Notch Visitor Center from the base
of the Auto Road. Due to all the applicable information provided,
lack of preparedness, and unwillingness to initially cooperate with
State Park personnel, James Murrin will be recommended to re-
ceive a bill for the cost of this rescue conducted by the State Park.

Property Values Could
Impact Education Aid

Rising property values may affect state education aid for Jefferson.
Jefferson’s property value increased by 23.5% from 2022 to 2023. If
it continues to increase, the town could lose state extraordinary needs
funds.

In 2024-25, Jefferson received $55,000 of those funds, which helped
towns with a value under $6.8 million for each student receiving free

Bl BUDGET"
B BLINDS

Style and service for every budget.’

STAY HOME AND eBlinds
STAY SAFE! Drapes
WE BRING THE oShutters
SHOWROOMTO YOU! RIS Sales Ev
Budget Blinds of Montpelier [au
Text or Call Automation

802-400-2399

Your Trusted Local Resource

or reduced lunch. Jefferson’s current value is $6.24 million.

Mark Mangiello, the state Bureau of School Finance administra-
tor, warned that “Jefferson is close to losing extraordinary needs grant
funding if property values keep rising,” during a White Mountains Re-
gional School Board meeting on Nov. 21.

Extraordinary needs funds represent 10 percent of Jefferson’s
$543,000 state funding for education costs.

Mangiello stated that all families who qualify for free and reduced
lunch need to complete the necessary paperwork to protect Jefferson’s
eligibility for those funds.

“You don’t want more child poverty, but if there is child poverty
you want to make sure you have systems in place to get students to
fill out those applications,” Mangiello said, suggesting the school dis-
trict could issue a “public service announcement about how important
that money is, and how important filling out that application is to your
school district.”

Four of five towns in the White Mountains Regional School District
currently get extraordinary needs funding: Dalton, Jefferson, Lancaster
and Whitefield.

Carroll exceeds the $6.8 million per free and reduced student, and
does not.

During COVID, fewer families filled out the free-and-reduced
forms because they were not required during the pandemic.

To view Mangiello’s full presentation visit: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=ASIT1BIO9EA

For more information on state funding in WMRSD visit: https:/
core-docs.s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/upload-
ed file/2001/WMRSD/5043074/School Finance Training Hand-
out November 21 2024.pdf

Cross-Border Trade & Tourism
Highlighted at Economic Summit

LITTLETON, N.H. — Strengthening economic ties between New
Hampshire and Canada was a
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key focus at recent events, in-
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Give the gift of Fuller's Sugarhouse pure NH maple syrup this '
holiday season. From gift baskets and boxes to stocking stuffers
and more, find something special for everyone on your list.

cluding the New Hampshire-Canadian Trade Council’s annual
conference and the Littleton Area Chamber of Commerce’s eco-
nomic development summit.

Held Nov. 18-19 at the Mt. Washington Hotel, the trade con-
ference featured presentations from state officials, including
New Hampshire Department of Business and Economic Affairs
Commissioner Taylor Caswell. Attendees included Benoit Lam-
ontagne, industrial agent for BEA, and District 1 Executive Coun-
cilor Joe Kenney. State Rep. Linda Massimilla, D-Littleton, is also
a council member.

Former state Rep. Tim Egan, D-Sugar Hill, delivered the key-
note at the 32nd annual economic summit in Littleton. Egan em-
phasized the council’s role in fostering cross-border trade and
highlighted the historic and economic significance of the New
Hampshire-Canada relationship.

Generations ago, north-to-south routes facilitated Quebecois
migration and trade, laying the foundation for economic and cul-
tural ties that persist today, Egan said. Canadian companies now
operate in Littleton and Berlin, and Canadian tourists and busi-
nesses continue to bolster the local economy.

“Canada relies on New Hampshire for aerospace and precision
manufacturing, while softwood and aluminum from Canada sup-
port local industries like brewing and construction,” Egan noted.

Tourism is also a growing sector, with Quebecois visitors fre-
quenting attractions like Kingdom Trails in Burke and PRKR
MTN in Littleton. Egan added that 20% of Dog Mountain’s audi-
ence comes from southern Quebec.

Efforts are expanding beyond Quebec, with Nova Scotia, New
Brunswick, and British Columbia exploring partnerships in areas
like modular homes, hydrogen power, and biotech.

Egan underscored New Hampshire’s advantages for Canadi-
an businesses, including no sales or payroll tax and streamlined
border crossings. Annually, over 500,000 Canadian tourists visit
New Hampshire, contributing to both the economy and the state’s
cultural heritage.

“Our cross-border relationships are vital to the economic health
and history of New Hampshire,” Egan said.
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WHITEFIELD — Three lo-
cal veterans were honored with
Quilts of Valor during a cere-
mony at the American Legion
Post 41 on Sunday.

John Tholl, of Whitefield,
served as a staff sergeant in the
Air Force.

David Marcotte, of Bethle-
hem, served as a sergeant in the
Army.

Philip Fournier, of Littleton,
served as a master sergeant in
the Army.

“A Quilt of Valor is an ex-
pression of gratitude meant
to comfort and thank you for
your service while serving our
nation,” said Jane Graham,
member of the Littleton-based
Sew Far North Quilts of Valor
group, which creates the hand-
made quilts for area veterans.

“We understand your com-
mitment and acknowledgment
that freedom is not free,” she
said. “We can never know the
extent of your sacrifice while
keeping us safe. On behalf of
the American people, the Quilt
of Valor says that your service

to our country is honored. The
quilt is a reminder that those of
us who quilt them are remem-
bering all who made the sacri-
fice of service and it is our way
of offering comfort and thank-
ing them.”

Tholl joined the Air Force in
August 1964 and served during
the Vietnam War.

His duty stations included
Homestead Air Force Base in
Florida, Bien Hoa AFB in the
Republic of Vietnam, Eglin
AFB in Florida, and Pease AFB
in New Hampshire.

“John’s accolades include
two Good Conduct Ribbons,
Vietnam Service Ribbon, Viet-
nam Defense Ribbon, Marks-
manship Ribbon, Air Force
Longevity Award, and the
National Defense Ribbon,”
said SFNQOV member Elaine
French.

Tholl was honorably dis-
charged in January 1972.

Marcotte joined the Army in
1984 and completed infantry
school at Ft. Benning, Georgia.

“He then went to Ft. Devens,
where he trained constantly,
with patrols, firearm skills, and
first aid,” said SFNQOV mem-
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WHITEFIELD

VETERANS HONORED WITH QUILTS OF VALOR

Three local veterans were honored with Quilts of Valor during a ceremony at the
American Legion Post 41 in Whitefield on Sunday. Left to right: Army Master Sgt.
Philip Fournier, Army Sgt. David Marcotte, and Air Force Staff Sgt. John Tholl, with
members of the Sew Far North Quilts of Valor group. (Photo by Robert Blechl)

ber Donna Isherwood. “After
being injured, he was assigned
to Ft. Knox as a transportation
NCO. He served our country
until 1992 and rejoined 2003
until 2007. During his time in
the Army, David received two
Army Achievement Medals,
two National Defense Medals,
one Global War on Terror Med-
al, and the Armed Forces Med-
al with M device, and the Good
Conduct Medal.”

Fournier began his military
career at 28, completed training

for helicopter hydraulics and
pneumatics, and was assigned
to Chanook Co. in Germany.
After completing his tour in
Germany, he was assigned to
Ft. Devens in Massachusetts
to work on helicopters until his

discharge in 1992.

The next day, Fournier en-
listed in the New Hampshire
Army National Guard, where
he maintained Huey helicopters
and was deployed to Bosnia for
a 10-month peacekeeping mis-
sion in 2002 and 2003.

“In 2005, Phil was deployed
to Iraq, where he served as
production control and mainte-
nance operations for the home
base and three other forward
operating bases,” said SFN-
QOV member Mary Ellen Car-
men.

In his final role, Fournier was
as an equal opportunity advisor
for the Army National Guard
staff.

“Enlisted soldiers are re-
quired to retire at age 60, forc-
ing Phil to leave a job and broth-
ers that he loved to begin a new
journey, re-identifying himself
as an excellent contractor in ci-

Ready to
™ reduce, renovate,

and refresh?

Fix it with a fixed rate
Home Equity Loan.

LIMITED-TIME OFFER

vilian life and spending happy
times with his understanding
and supportive wife and fami-
ly and friends. He is a steadfast
leader, a true NCO who always
put his soldiers first.”

Recognized as Vietnam vet-
erans and honored with Viet-
nam veteran lapel pins were
Tholl and David Hannan, the
chaplain for Post 41.

The Quilt of Valor Founda-
tion was founded in 2003.

SFNQOV member Karen
Locke asked those at Sunday’s
ceremony to reach out to a vet-
eran who has been touched by
war and nominate them for a
quilt.

“Each and every veteran
that has been touched by war
deserves the comfort of a heal-
ing quilt, if not for themselves,
for the ones left behind as a re-
minder that they are not alone
in their sacrifice,” she said.

KENNELL

ORTHODONTICS

Give Dr. Kennell a Call Today!
Dr. Alan E Kennell
'

Ei(© |

KennellOrtho.com | 524-7404 Laconia | 536-7404 Plymouth | 444-7403 Littleton

\’ [ [ L3 ®
<. Invisalign

The Clear Alternative to Braces

No Closing Costs!

Secure a Home Equity Loan at a fixed rate to consolidate and pay
down debt, to make a special purchase, or for your home improvement
project. For a limited time, we're offering no closing costs!

Don't miss this special offer now through January 31, 2025!

Let's talk. Apply for your loan today!
Ty
[=]

Member FDIC @ Equal Housing Lender * Offer subject to change. Offer is valid from November 1, 2024 through January 31, 2025.

www.passumpsicbank.com
Toll free: (800) 370-3196
Local: (802) 748-3196

W Passumpsic Bank

ejuabepy ueid

xoe|g

1



T 10

Advocate Encourages Local Arts Expansion
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BY ROBERT BLECHL
Staff Writer

LITTLETON — The arts are
an economic driver.

That was the message from
Jessica Bahrakis, founder of the
White Mountain Arts Syndicate
and NOCO Mural Project, who
spoke of the power of public art in
a rural economy during the 32nd
annual Littleton Area Chamber of

Commerce economic develop-
ment luncheon at the opera house
on Monday.

As a featured speaker, she
highlighted ways to leverage the
growing number of arts tourists
entering the region.

“When we think of economic
development, the arts and culture
sector is not usually the first thing
that comes to mind,” said Bah-
rakis. “However, the components
of this sector, like public art, cul-

CATAMOUNT

Tilen Bolles & Qi Seedens

Beloved Vermont songbirds
Kat Wright & Brett Hughes
share this annual holiday tradition for a remarkable ELEVENTH season! Joined this year by Tyler
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tural activities and entertainment,
are indeed a significant driver of
economic prosperity in our com-
munity.”

Locally, the creative econo-
my employs 13.6 percent of the
workforce, she said.

Statewide arts employment
totals 21,021 people, making for
$1.9 billion in state arts worker
compensation, $3.4 billion worth
of value added by the arts, and 3.2
percent in value-added as a share

Ka

A Very Irish Chriscmas 77

of the state’s economy and gross
state product.

“When we compare the arts
and culture to other sectors of the
economy, we see that it ranks sec-
ond in the state per value-added,”
said Bahrakis.

Arts and culture include ad-
vertising, independent artists,
writers, performers, architectural
services, educational services,
and arts promoters.

It also includes parts of other
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sectors, such as construction and
retail trade, relevant to producing
arts and culture.

The growth trend in New
Hampshire dipped sharply during
the COVID-19 pandemic but is
bouncing back just as sharply. It
increased by 7 percent in 2022 (in
line with the 7.8 percent increase
in the overall U.S. arts economy)
and remains steady.

“We are looking at a skilled
workforce providing our region
with human capital,” said Bah-
rakis. “Internally, this sector
provides our area with creative
and cultural capital, a significant
addition to our region’s econom-
ic assets. It’s essential to think
of the arts and culture sector not
just as an artistic entity, but also
as a business that provides cultur-
al commodities ... At the end of
the day, the creative sector con-
tributes to our region just like a
business. So how do we use this
opportunity to increase our cul-
tural capital?”

Arts travelers, she said, are ide-
al tourists.

“They stay longer, they spend
more money, and they look for
authentic experiences,” said Bah-
rakis. “The arts drive commerce
to local businesses.”

Breaking down the numbers
for event-related spending, she
said that for 2022, an average of
$48 was spent per non-resident
attendee and $28 per local event
attendee, equating to a total of
$8,736,557, with more than 1.5
million statewide attendees at lo-
cal arts events.

“There’s so much potential to

use the economic multiplier ef-
fect, which essentially means that
for every dollar spent on arts and
culture a ripple effect generates
additional revenue for the local
economy,” said Bahrakis. “By
incorporating arts and cultural
activities into planning, develop-
ment, and even our own organiza-
tional structures, we have a solid
opportunity to increase this sec-
tor’s gross state product, worker
compensation, and overall reve-
nue growth for the area. So how
do we get there?”

She said the community has
historical, natural, cultural, and
creative capital to draw on.

“Working with the econom-
ic assets of our area, we can use
these collaboratively to build
growth, sustainability, and resil-
iency,” aid Bahrakis. “Littleton’s
master plan, written in 2020 and
specifically chapters 5 and 9,
outlines ways to incorporate cre-
ative place-making and strategize
growing a creative sector.”

She said the Littleton Cultural
Arts Commission’s ongoing ef-
forts have been a key driver in the
growth of the creative economy.

“We can all collectively in-
crease the area’s economic out-
put by utilizing this commission,
working together with busi-
nesses and organizations, and
implementing arts and cultural
activities into planning and de-
velopment,” said Bahrakis. “To-
gether, we can build an area rich
in economic drivers, such as the
arts and culture industry, forging
a prosperous future.”

SCENE AT THE PARADE

Nolan Fenoff rides a toy tractor in the 2024 Littleton Christmas Pa-
rade on Friday, Nov. 29, 2024. (Photo by Paul Hayes)
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Classifieds

It Pays to Advertise inthe Classifieds! CALL 802-748-8121 or :800-523-6397 To Place Your Classiied Ad

Help Wanted Help Wanted
200 200

job ID.

SAU #84

LITTLETON SCHOOL DISTRICT
% Custodian Full-Time 2nd shift (Job ID #4879543)

% Special Education Teacher (Job ID #4876421)

¥ School Nurse (Job ID #4844888)

% Substitutes (Job ID #4795064)

For more information or to apply, please go to
www.SchoolSpring.com and reference the above

All applications must go through SchoolSpring.
Questions, please contact:
Christine Hudson
SAU #84
65 Maple Street — Littleton, NH 03561
603-444-5215

Services

550

Snow removal; snow blowing, sand-
ing: %2 price off snow plowing. Little-
ton-Monroe. Also painting, remodel-
ing, handyman, $25/hour. Jim Jelli-
son, 603-991-7251.

LET US HELP BRIGHTEN YOUR SEASON

With Ads That Deliver

CALL US AT 802-748-8121 OR EMAIL
ADV@CALEDONIAN-RECORD.COM TO GET STARTED

Houses For Sale

TOWN OF DALTON
HOUSE AUCTION
422 Dalton Road: 3-bed, 1-bath
home on 1.10 acres with views!
Auction: 11 AM, Dec. 7, 2024, Dal-
ton Municipal Building, 756 Dalton
Rd., Dalton, NH. 10% Buyer Premi-

um. Wes Sager, Auctioneer
(#6224). nhtaxdeedauctions.com

NORTHEAST KINGDOM

REGISTRATION
NOW OPEN
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Boys & Girls Club Expanding Childcare
To Address North Country Needs

BY ROBERT BLECHL
Staff Writer

LITTLETON, N.H. — The Boys and
Girls Club of the North Country is taking a
significant step to address the region’s critical
shortage of licensed, affordable childcare fa-
cilities by expanding its services with a $1.9
million grant.

During the Littleton Area Chamber of
Commerce’s 32nd annual economic develop-
ment summit on Monday, Executive Director
Sandy Brackett outlined plans to remodel the
club’s 18,000-square-foot clubhouse in Lis-
bon. The project, funded by federal American
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) stimulus money,
will create 39 new childcare slots for infants,
toddlers, and preschoolers.

“We’re going to break ground in February,
I hope,” Brackett said, emphasizing the ur-
gent need for affordable childcare in the area.

She credited the club’s merger with the Boys
and Girls Club of Central New Hampshire
for enabling access to additional expertise
and resources.

Brackett noted the childcare expansion
will not only support families but also bolster
the local economy. “Childcare is a necessary
aspect of any growing economy,” she said.
“Working families need affordable childcare
to remain in the workforce.”

According to the Coos Coalition for Young
Children and Families, the region currently
has 1,813 children under five, but only 721
are enrolled in childcare programs, leaving
1,092 without access. Brackett said while the
additional slots are a start, they only “scratch
the surface” of the region’s needs.

The remodel will include three new class-
rooms—one each for infants, toddlers, and
preschoolers—at the clubhouse near Ev-
ergreen Sports Center. However, Brackett
cautioned that the $1.9 million grant will not

BUSINESS PROFESSIONALS
& SERVICES GUIDE

cover staffing costs, highlighting the need for
qualified teachers and early childcare educa-
tors.

“This isn’t just babysitting; it’s early child-
hood education,” Brackett said.

The expansion follows the club’s recent
licensing approval from the New Hamp-
shire Bureau of Childcare Licensing, which
opened up state scholarship opportunities for
families. Eligibility limits have increased,
allowing families of three earning up to
$89,000 to receive cost-sharing assistance.

Brackett expressed gratitude for local
businesses’ ongoing support. “You need our
working families to work for you, but they
need childcare to do that,” she said. “Togeth-
er, we're building the workforce behind the
workforce.”

Construction is expected to begin in early
2024, with a vision for additional community
efforts to address the growing childcare cri-
Sis.
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CEeRTIFIED DOT MEDICAL EXAMS
“THE ROAD GOES ON FOREVER”

MicHAEL SCANLON APRN, NP-C
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LiTTLETON, NH
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405 S. Main Street, Lisbon, NH 03585
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