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BY ROBERT BLECHL
Staff Writer

Amid intensifying scrutiny on the proposed
Granite State Landfill in Dalton, Casella
Waste Systems has pulled its amended wet-
lands application with the state.

On Friday, company CEO John Casella is-
sued a letter to the town of Dalton notifying
municipal officials and residents of his inten-
tion to withdraw the permit application with
the New Hampshire Department of Environ-
mental Services, saying it will be resubmitted
some time in 2022 at the same time the com-
pany submits other applications, among them
a state alteration of terrain permit application
and a permit application for the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers.

“I wanted to make sure to reach out to you
directly so you would read it from me,” Casel-
la wrote. “This decision was not made lightly
as it comes at a significant cost to our compa-
ny, but was made for several reasons.”

One reason, he said, is that DES had ex-
pressed interest in coordinating its review of

the wetlands application permit with other
state and federal permit applications.

Another is the additional time will allow
the company to perform more field work to
support the multiple applications, said Casel-
la.

“This decision will also allow us to take
into consideration the public opinion that we
have gathered, and will continue to solicit,
through this process,” said Casella.

In July in Whitefield, DES held a public
hearing on the wetlands permit application,
which drew a large showing of residents, with
more than 100 gathering outside to protest
a landfill and just five of the 59 people who
gave testimony speaking in favor.

The plan is for a total 180-acre landfill area
that would involve the destruction of 17 acres
of wetlands.

In August, DES requested that Casella
amend its wetlands application so it can co-
ordinate that application with the other appli-
cations.

That decision drew criticism from oppo-
nents, who said DES already held the July
14 public hearing on the wetlands application

HOLIDAY HOURS

£\

CH e

Happy Holidays

Check us out Online!
Scan this code Using
Your Smartphone’s
Camera App or visit
LittletonCoop.com

and told the public it would issue a decision
on the application no later than October 2021.

Before the company’s announcement
on Friday, the revised plan was to submit
an amended wetlands application by this
Wednesday, with DES to issue an approval or
denial no later than December 2022.

Under its rules, a DES requirement is that
Casella have local approval in Dalton, which
in 2019 adopted emergency temporary zoning
allowed under New Hampshire statute.

At town meeting in March, voters will be
asked to support a permanent zoning ordi-
nance.

To date, the company has not sought local
approvals in Dalton.

In his letter to Dalton, Casella said, “Those
who have opposed this project from the out-
set will broadcast their own viewpoint about
the process and the project, but the reality is
that New Hampshire will be facing a waste
disposal capacity shortfall based on its current
permitted capacity. Without the new landfill
capacity in Dalton and recycling infrastruc-

Casella Waste Systems has announced it will not be submit-
ting an amended wetlands permit application this month as
had been the plan. The application for its proposed landfill in
Dalton is expected to be submitted in 2022. Here, company
engineer, Joe Gay speaks at a public hearing on July 14 in
Whitefield on the original permit application. (File photo by
See Casella, Page 15 Robert Blechl)
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News Briefs

Presby Brothers
Buy Mt. Agassiz

Franconia-based brothers Thad and Trevor
Presby own a number of businesses and proper-
ties in Franconia and surrounding towns.

On Monday, they added another property to
their portfolio — the 130-acre Mt. Agassiz in
Bethlehem, a mountain and peak popular with
hikers and mountain bikers.

Several weeks ago, they purchased the Hill-
winds Lodge in Franconia.

For Agassiz, Trevor Presby on Tuesday said
the opportunity for a purchase arose and they
jumped on it, but they currently have no develop-

Wishing you a appy and healthy

ment plans or other plans for the property.

“There is nothing on our radar at this point,” he
said. “The status quo is what the plan is right now,
to allow the mountain bikers and people to hike
up there and go from there. That’s our thought
right now.”

The uniqueness of Agassiz, which sits at an
elevation of nearly 2,400 feet, the highest in the
area, encouraged them to become its new owners,
said Presby.

“You can’t find a piece like that anymore, not
a place that’s on top of a mountain with those
views,” he said. “That’s a pretty impressive place
up there ... It just came up, and we were in the
right place at the right time, like other things, and
thought it would be a good fit for us. My broth-
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er and [ live right down the street from there and
we are big in keeping Franconia and the area the
same way it is. It blended and worked well with
what we have.”

For 25 years, the Agassiz property was owned
by Stan Harrison, who sold it to Blue Sky Towers
III LLC, which has a cell tower on the peak and
access to it via an easement.

“Blue Sky Towers bought it from Stan a day
in between us,” said Presby. “They were more
interested in the rights to the cell tower and they
don’t want to own the land. They offered it to us a
little while ago when they were putting their deal
together, and we said, sure, we’re here locally
and we like purchases like that ... We’ve always
bought a lot of land around town and this seemed
like a nice one to purchase and maybe to keep.”

The land, made up of five tracts, has road and
power and water all the way to the top.

Decades ago, a big commercial ski operation
was planned, but it never came to fruition.

“If you look at the history of it, they were going
to put a monorail up there, a ski resort, all kinds
of stuff,” he said. “They used to run little cars up
there and tow people up the road in the ‘60s. A
monorail for skiing would have taken you to the
top. They tried to get it done, but I think the fund-
ing collapsed in the *60s and *70s.”

The land is named after Lois Agassiz, the
19th-century naturalist, and was operated as a
for-profit tourist attraction for 75 of the last 100
years, according to a historical narrative.

The property is unique enough where Presby
said he and Thad don’t want to move forward
with any changes right now.

“We’ve already met, last week, with the moun-
tain bike association that’s already over there and
talked to them about continuing what they’re do-
ing, which I'm fine with at this point,” he said.
“I know people hike up there, and we are all fine
with that right now. There’s no reason to change
anything. We enjoy the outdoors and doing that
kind of stuff, too.”

A larger stone building that was rehabilitated
sits on the property, along with some cottages that
the Presbys bought.

The transaction with Blue Sky Towers was
made on Monday through TTW LLC, the Pres-
by’s real estate buying, selling and development
company formed in 2007, with a property pur-
chase price of $500,000, according to the Grafton
County Registry of Deeds.

According to deeds records, Blue Sky Tow-
ers purchased the property from Harrison for
$510,000.

On Nov. 15, registry of deeds records shows an
$800,000 purchase from the Presbys’ other com-
pany, T&T Mtn Investments LLC, which bought
the Hillwinds from Deane and Tina Haskell, of
Franconia.

“We have no plans now and are just doing sea-
sonal rentals for the winter until spring,” Presby

See News Briefs, Page 5

ON THE COVER: Inclement weather ranging
from rain to sleet to snow affected much of
the North Country on Dec. 8, 2021. (Photo by
Katherine Fiegenbaum)
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said of the Hillwinds.” We didn’t have time to plan together when it
came on the market and we picked it up pretty quickly.”

One future plan could address a perennial problem in the North
Country — the shortage of housing, compounded of late by local
homes and properties being bought and then rented out for short-
term Airbnb and VRBO stays.

“There’s such a housing need in town, and everywhere, and
we’re trying to figure out which part of the housing market we’re
going after,” he said.

To address the problem, the Hillwinds motel property offers op-
tions, he said.

“It could be 10 different things,” said Presby. “It could be regular
housing, it could be a motel again, it could be senior housing, it
could be a 55-and-older community, it could be housing that we
need to run the businesses here in town, employee housing. There’s
so many different options on where to go. Right now, there’s no
place for locals to be buying or living.”

For another business, this one in Gorham, they began rebuilding
in July the old Gorham Car Wash, and adding it to their portfolio
of now four car washes, with the other two in Littleton and one in
Lancaster.

In December 2019, the brothers stepped in to purchase the for-
mer Mac’s Market in Franconia amid concern by residents that its
closure would leave a big hole in town.

The renamed Franconia Market and Deli opened 18 months ago.

Since then, the business has been going well with a good base of
local residents who are employed and a brand new gift shop, said
Presby.

Haverhill School Board
Ditches Mask Rules

The Haverhill Cooperative School Board on Monday removed
all mask orders for students.

By a 3-2 vote, the school board made masking optional in grades
K-12, despite state and federal recommendations for universal
masking at this point in the pandemic.

Barring a new vote, students won’t have to wear masks under
any circumstances at Woodsville Elementary, Haverhill Coopera-
tive Middle and Woodsville High for the remainder of the 2021-
2022 academic year. Those schools have reported a combined 87
cases (14 active) since classes resumed.

The decision, effective immediately, also ends the school dis-
trict’s practice of temporary, targeted masking in response to posi-
tive COVID cases.

The motion — approved by school board members Alexandra
Keeler, Michael Aremburg and Stephanie Chase — comes a week
after New Hampshire saw record case numbers. Meanwhile Haver-
hill has one of the highest case rates in the state.

Chase said having no mask policy “is kind of the way that it
should be. The school board shouldn’t be making the decisions for
the families. The families need to make their own decisions if they
want their kids to mask. It’s not up to us to mandate those deci-
sions.”

The school board struck down masking in spite of a recent parent
survey.

The survey was completed by roughly half of HCSD parents.
The majority supported student masking in some form.

The survey shows that over 74% of respondents support target-
ed masking, or something more. More than 54% favored full-time
masking until case numbers return to zero.

Chairman Richard Guy questioned how the school board could
set policy in defiance of the survey results.

“Just a couple of months ago we were stating that we wanted to
be true representatives of the parents. And that we were going to do
what the parents told us to do. Clearly, the parents overwhelmingly
said they want masks full time,” Guy said, adding with a hint of dis-

belief, “and now we’re talking about going to even less masking?
Am [ understanding that correctly?”

Board member Donald LoCascio said the survey backed the
school district’s targeted masking policy and argued for its contin-
uation.

“I think that this survey is extremely important to find out the
will of the people, to determine and guide what we should vote for
in terms of masking,” he said. “To my mind, masking is basically
an inconvenience that’s warranted given the dire effects of some-
body getting COVID and getting very, very sick or dying from it, or
giving it to somebody else who does get very, very sick.”

Guy and LoCascio both cast dissenting votes.

Vice-Chair John Rutherford attended virtually and did not vote
due to connectivity problems.

Board member Sabrina Brown, who had previously supported
masking, was absent.

New Hampshire does not have a blanket mask mandate and Gov.
Chris Sununu has said there are no plans to establish one. Without
clear guidance, school districts in the Granite State have created
their own mask policies.

Up until now, the Haverhill Cooperative School Board had of-
fered lukewarm support for masking.

They rejected mask mandates twice over the summer before they

reluctantly agreed to temporary, targeted masking for students (and
universal masking for teachers) in response to public outcry.

The policy for staff remains in place.

Aremburg initially proposed removing all mask requirements
for everyone on school grounds — students, staff and visitors —
but that language was lost in a flurry of discussion, motions and
amendments.

During a lengthy back and forth on the matter, Guy, the former
head of Woodsville Ambulance, pushed back.

“I think we have a responsibility for the health and welfare of our
students. It’s right in our policies. And not only are we responsible
for their health and safety, but we were just informed by the parents
that they want us to do more masking, not less,” Guy said, adding
in disbelief, “I can’t believe I'm having to make these statements.”

In the end, those in the majority felt that individual rights
trumped those concerns.

“I don’t think we should be making the parents’ decision,” Arem-
burg said.

At least one parent disagreed.

Haverhill resident David Robinson read a letter to the school
board after the vote.

See News Briefs, Page 8
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Cindy L. (Baker) Frazer

Cindy L. (Baker) Frazer of Monroe, N.H.
passed away on Saturday, Dec. 11,2021 at Little-
ton Regional Healthcare. She was born on May
5, 1957 in Newport, Vt.
to Laura (Nelson) and
Lawrence Baker. She
lived in Newport, Vt.
until her family moved
to  Meredith, N.H.
where she graduated
from Inter-Lakes High
School in 1975.

Cindy married Bruce
A. Frazer of Monroe,
N.H. on June 30, 1984.
She worked at The
Coffee Pot, Saranac Glove Company, Hilliards
Candyland, and People’s Bank in Littleton and
Bethlehem before becoming the Administrative
Assistant to the Town of Monroe. She was a
Trustee of the Monroe Public Library, as well
as a member of the Monroe F.A.S.T. Squad for
many years. She was also involved in the Mon-
roe School as a substitute teacher and Odyssey
of the Mind coach. She enjoyed spending time
with her large family, researching genealogy,
collecting Annalee dolls and anything to do with
cardinals and the Old Man of the Mountain.

Survivors include her husband, Bruce of
Monroe; her three children, Tod Frazer and
husband Rudy of Houston, Texas, Betsy (Fraz-
er) Bray and husband AJ of Littleton, N.H., and
Ben Frazer and wife Marcy of Bluffton, S.C,;
five grandchildren, Meef Frazer, Jake Frazer,
Charles Fisher, Lucas Bray and Nicholas Bray;

Cindy Frazer

details

her sister Penny (Tom) Paquette of Leesburg,
Fla., her sister Sandy (Ron) McCormick of Bed-
ford, Va., her brother Blaine (Darlene) Baker of
Morristown, Tenn., and her brother Kerry (Lo-
retta) Baker of Hoodsport, Wash. as well as sev-
eral nieces, nephews, aunts, uncles and cousins.

She was predeceased by her parents, Laura
Baker on Nov. 17, 1995 and Lawrence Baker
on Sept. 6, 2010 and her brother Larry Baker on
April 17, 2009.

There will be a graveside service on Friday,
June 10, 2022, at 1 p.m. at the Monroe Village
Cemetery on Plains Road. In lieu of flowers
please consider making a donation to the Mon-
roe F.A.S.T. Squad, c/o Robert Regis 233 Stan-
ton Rd. Monroe, NH 02771.

To share memories and condolences or for
more information go to www.rickerfh.net. Rick-
er Funeral Home and Cremation Care of Woods-
ville has the privilege of these arrangements.

Mary Ann (Dailey) Duranty

Mary Ann (Dailey) Duranty, 74, passed
away on Thursday, Dec. 9, 2021, after a brief,
unknown illness. Mary Ann was born Nov. 9,
1947, in Springfield Mass to Herbert Dailey and
Madaline (Boucher) Dailey. She was the oldest
of nine. Mary Ann spent many years in foster
care and ended in Littleton, N.H., where she met
James Duranty. They married on June 21, 1969.

Mary Ann graduated Littleton High School
in 1965 and after high school she worked at
Conners and Hoffman. She then worked with
the Telephone Company on Pleasant Street in
Littleton. She left her job at the phone com-
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pany after 9.5 years soon after the birth of her
daughter, Juli, in 1973. Later, Mary Ann became
employed with the Littleton Police Department
in 1982. She was one of the first dispatchers
for the police department and she also worked
as a Parking Enforcement Officer. In 1985 she
became a part-time certified officer with the
police department. Mary Ann also worked for
Butson’s Supermarket for 17 years and then
finally finished her career at Littleton Hospital
as the receptionist and registrar. She was known
as “The voice of LRH”. She was with LRH for
21 years. After retiring she still wanted to help
people, so she started volunteering at Littleton
Hospital. She was one who never said “no.” She
will be greatly missed as she was a kind, cheer-
ful, helpful, strong, caring, sweet, and a pleasant
lady that everyone loved.

Mary Ann loved taking her annual trip to
Goose Rocks Beach in Kennebunkport, Maine;
something she and Jim had been doing for over
23 years. During these trips she loved it when
her daughter, husband, and especially her grand-
children came to enjoy the beach with her.

Mary Ann loved shopping, trying to find the
special birthday present or Christmas present
for those she loved. Even if it wasn’t right, she
bought it. When someone was selling something,
have it be a child or an adult, to raise money, or
a person hosting a jewelry party she would buy
something to help support the event or person.
Mary Ann was a great soul always giving where
she could. She was pre-deceased by her parents,
Herbert and Madaline Dailey, her brother-in-law
Richard Daley, a nephew John Daley and a sister
Barbara Vysoscky.

Mary Ann is survived by her husband of 52
years, James, her daughter Juli and her hus-
band Jeremy Ward and their two children Jar-
rett and Brittin of Monroe, N.H. Her newest
cat, 6-month-old Molly. Her sister-in-law Jody
(Duranty) Daley, nieces Jill (Daley) Gibson of

Tuftenboro, N.H., Jennifer (Daley) Fullerton
and husband Rob of Campton, N.H., Danielle
Daley of Portland, Maine, and nephew James
Daley and his wife Linda of Sugar Hill, N.H.
Her sisters Shelia Regione, Sandy Demarym,
Debra Dailey Adams, Donna Mullins, Rose Dai-
ley, Tian Dailey and brother Gerald Dailey, and
many nieces and nephews.

Calling hours will on Friday, Dec. 17, 2021,
from 4 — 6 p.m. Ross Funeral home and. A Mass
of Christian Burial will be held on Saturday,
Dec. 18, 10 a.m. at the St. Rose of Lima Catholic
church with Father Mark officiating. Burial will
take place spring of 2022.

Memorial donations may be made in Mary
Ann’s memory to Second Chance Animal Res-
cue, 1517 Meadow Street, Littleton, NH 03561,
or Catholic Charities of NH Department D Box
9510 Manchester, NH 03108.

To offer your condolences to the family please
visit www.rossfuneral.com .

Wayne Henry Fortier (Fort)

Wayne Henry Fortier (Fort), 74, died peace-
fully, surrounded by his family, on Wednesday,
December 8, 2021, at Dartmouth Hitchcock
Medical Center.

Wayne was bomn
Bruce Henry StCyr
Spaulding on Friday,
July 18, 1947, in New-
port, N.H. to Henry
Pichette and Marie
Rose StCyr Spaulding
and later adopted by
William Joseph Forti-
er, Jr. & Dorothy Ma-
rie Cochran Fortier of
Pike, N.H.

He graduated from Haverhill Academy in

Wayne Fortier

See Obituaries, Page 7
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1966 and ten days later, enrolled in the United
States Marine Corps where he served for three
years including 20 months in Da Nang, Viet-
nam. Upon his discharge from military duties,
he enrolled at Plymouth State College where he
studied for a one-year period. It’s assumed that
he might have graduated college if his attention
wasn’t focused on the love of his life, Sandra
Lee Mann, who was living in Boston, working
for Pan Am Airlines. They married on July 11,
1970, and started building their family, ultimate-
ly giving birth to and raising five daughters.

In 1973, Wayne kicked off what would be-
come a 40+ year career in Law Enforcement
starting first as a patrolman/Chief of Police in
Haverhill, N.H. and eventually ending up as an
Investigative Detective in the Homicide Divi-
sion for the N.H. State Police. He spent the next
27+ years proudly wearing this uniform ending
his career as the Troop F Commander.

After retirement in 2004 from the N.H. State
Police he became the Plymouth Police Depart-
ments’ prosecutor, where he stayed until 2010.
Not wanting to waste his talents he immediately
became a Special Service Investigator for the
Grafton County Attorney’s office. Although he
attempted retirement twice, in 2019, the Grafton
Sheriff’s Department called him for some “help
for three months” in which he rose to the occa-
sion remaining there until his final days on this
earth.

Wayne was a community member through
and through. He served tirelessly in his commit-
ments to the VFW, Select board, School board,
and various other associations.

His passion for his Catholic faith was immea-
surable. It is fitting that he passed away on the
Day of the Feast of the Immaculate Conception,
for which he had a special relationship with our
Blessed Mother Mary.

Wayne served as a lector, choir member and
CCD teacher for St Joseph’s church and was
known as the “Pit Master” at their annual chick-
en BBQ.

He devoted his time and attention to helping
others, often welcoming people into his home
for the holidays.

He was an avid runner, competing in sixteen
consecutive Marine Corp marathons, having
completed his final run on November 1, 2021.
His training diet included chicken & beer.

He was often the loudest spectator at his chil-
dren and grandchildren’s sporting events, yell-
ing words of encouragement and an occasional
swear or two. He especially liked to watch his
grandson’s baseball games as he was once a
shortstop and home-run hitter.

Make no mistake, Wayne was a wizard in the
kitchen who continually made his family a com-
plete breakfast of

eggs, bacon and his famous fried potatoes ev-
ery Sunday and had perfected his popcorn mak-
ing (and eating) skills for most any night of the
week.

He was an animated storyteller, captivating
his audiences with a gin & tonic in hand. Much
of his storytelling was about his pride for his
children and their accomplishments, his endless

love for his wife and his many adventures in law
enforcement. In his later years his attempt at
“slowing down” was camping in his RV’s named
“BULA” and “S LEE” in which he spent many
nights enjoying Mother Nature with his family.

To say that Wayne will be missed is a tre-
mendous understatement. He had the ability to
cast a very wide net reaching an insurmountable
number of people. His gift of uniting a crowd of
individuals to encourage people to reach across
the table to find solutions is a talent that is of-
ten unfound. He will forever be remembered as
a loving husband, an incredibly devoted father
and grandfather, a devout Catholic and a patriot-
ic Marine - “Semper Fi”.

He is predeceased by his parents, William
& Dorothy Fortier of Pike; his biological twin
brother, Brian McGirr of Newport, N.H., and his
beloved N.H. State Police bloodhound, Oscar.

He is survived by his wife of fifty-one years,
Sandy Fortier; his daughter Tammy Lee Leeu-
wenberg Fortier and her husband Jan-Volkert;
his daughter Windy Kelley & husband Michael;
his daughter Heidi Fortier Murphy & husband
Ryan; his daughter Haley Fortier & her partner
Meg; his daughter Kristy Fortier Recuay & her
husband Marco; his many grandchildren, Cam-
den, Logan, Austin, Liam, Colin, Grace & Mia,
his many grandpuppies; his sister Janet Locklin;
his brother James Fortier and many extended
relatives & lifelong friends.

In lieu of flowers, to carry on Wayne’s legacy,
please consider helping your neighbors.

Calling hours will be Tuesday, December 14,
2021, from 5 — 8 PM at Ricker Funeral Home
and Cremation Care of Woodsville, 1 Birch St.
Fr. Maria Sebastian HGN will celebrate a Mass
of Christian Burial at St. Joseph Catholic Church
in Woodsville, for immediate family and invited
friends. Interment will be Friday, May 27, 2021,
at 10 AM at St. Joseph Cemetery, Bath, N.H.

To share memories and condolences or for
more information go to www.rickerth.com
Ricker Funeral Home and Cremation Care of
Woodsville has the privilege of these arrange-
ments.

Jean E. Chamberlin

Jean E. Chamberlin, 90, formerly of Monroe
Road, in Bath, N.H., died Wednesday, Dec. §,
2021, at the Grafton County Nursing Home. She
was born in West Medway, Mass., the daughter
of George and Thelma
(Pope) Elder. From ear-
ly childhood she lived
with her Aunt Theresa
Pope Gutterson’s fam-
ily in Ryegate, Vt., and
attended school there.
She attended Woods-
ville High School for §
three years. She and
Nelson were married
May 30, 1948, and re-
sided in the family homestead until 2008. She
and Nelson took over Chamberlins Greenhous-
es in Bath and Woodsville in 1961. Jean always
had a sensational artistic ability, a talent that
enabled her to create beautiful arrangements.
Some of her designs were illustrated in national
publications. She also painted and carved. She

Jean Chamberlin

was a member of the Woodsville United Meth-
odist Church where she was an active member
of the choir for many years. Jean sang with the
North Country Chorus, was very active in Home
Demonstration, 4-H, made many prize-winning
floats in numerous parades, 50+ year member of
the Eastern Star, and a floral design teacher at
many statewide events. She was known for her
sweet and gentle spirit.

She was pre-deceased by Nelson in 1987, her
son Gary N. Chamberlin, her daughter, Nancy
Zickler, her parents, siblings Judith Scott, Ge-
neva Smith, Hugh Elder, Robert Elder, David
Elder, Jonathan Elder, Andrew Elder, Donald
Elder, Stephen Elder, George Dustin Elder, and
Diane Piacentini.

Jean is survived by her son Neil A. Chamber-
lin and Gail Kimball, Bath, N.H. her daughter
Gail S. Chamberlin Eames and her husband
David, North Haverhill, N.H. 16 grandchildren,
24 great grandchildren, brother-in-law Gerry
Zickler of Vergennes, Vt. and sister-in-law Mar-
ilyn Cospito-Chamberlin of St. Johnsbury, Vt.,
brother-in-law Robert Piacentini, West Medway,
Mass., sisters in-law Vera Elder and Lyn Elder,
Dublin, N.H. Cousins/co-siblings Audey Gut-
terson Batchelder Flagstaff, Ariz., Richard Gut-
terson, Raynham, Mass. and Norman Gutterson

and wife Judy, Amherst, N.H., and many nieces,
and nephews.

Calling hours will be on Wednesday, Dec.
15, 2021, from 5 to 7 p.m. at Ricker Funer-
al Home and Cremation Care of Woodsville,
1 Birch St. Funeral services will be Thursday,
Dec. 16, 2021, at 11 a.m. at the North Haverhill
United Methodist Church. Interment will be on
Tuesday May 10, 2022, at | p.m. at Pinegrove
Cemetery in Woodsville. Those who wish may
make donations in memory of Jean Chamberlin
in the Woodsville United Methodist Church, c/o
Mrs. Paula House, PO Box 282, Woodsville, NH
03785 or the NH Alzheimer’s Association 166 S
River Rd #210, Bedford, NH 03110.

To share memories and condolences and for
more information go to www.rickerfh.com.
Ricker Funeral Home and Cremation Care of
Woodsville have the privilege of these arrange-
ments.

Maurice Dubois
Maurice Dubois passed away peacefully at
home surrounded by family on December 5th as
a result of the effects of Agent Orange exposure
during his tour of duty in Vietnam. He was born

See Obituaries, Page 14

Audience must we

Suggested donation at the door: $10 adults, under 18 free. n
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Victoria Cole, Music Director and Anita Bonnevie, piano

A Choral Christmas!

with Lucas Weiss, Baritone; Rob Lanchester, Reader

Sunday, December 19, 2021~ 3 pm

Littleton Congregational Church, Littleton, NH ~ whitemountainscamerata.org ~ 603-728-7022
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Traditional choral Carols and Music for Christmas returns to
Littleton! We all need live music. A family-friendly concert

of traditional carols and anthems of the season, everything from
“Fum-fum-fum” to “O Holy Night.” A set of Madrigals for
Christmas with readings and music of the Renaissance.

Fun Audience Sing-along, too!
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Balsams Takes Step Forward
With Crucial Investor

After being shuttered for a decade and incur-
ring a number of setbacks in its redevelopment, a
critical investor has come along for The Balsams
Grand Resort in Dixville.

If the financing comes together this winter, the
ground could be broken on the first phase of devel-
opment early next year.

On Wednesday, lead developer Les Otten asked
the Coos County Commission to consider adopting
a resolution that would invite Provident Resources
Group Inc., a 501(c)(3) nonprofit based in Baton
Rouge, La., which began partnering with The Bal-
sams team in April, to participate in the financing
of the new Lake Gloriette House hotel and con-
vention center, a major piece in the redevelopment
plan.

“The plan has always called for two major ho-
tels, one the rebuild of the Hampshire-Dix house

.. and the other, a 280-room hotel that, until now,
had not had a partner to build it,” Otten told The
Caledonian-Record on Thursday. “And both hotels
are critical in order to get critical mass for the ski
area and everything else that we’re building.”

Provident Resources Group, which has placed
some $5 billion in bonds in 21 states for projects
similar to The Balsams, specializes in making com-
munity-based investments in areas of need where
hotels and housing of different types can signifi-
cantly and positively impact the community, he
said.

Provident would be making a roughly $100 mil-
lion investment through a bond to acquire, finance,
design, develop, own, and operate the Lake Glori-
ette House hotel and conference center, a critical
financial piece in a total $208 million first-phase
Balsams redevelopment.

“This is significant funding that puts the project
in a position where we expect, if this deal goes for-
ward, that we’ll have the rest of the funding to build
the first phase of The Balsams starting later this late
winter or early spring,” said Otten, who projects
24-month construction period before completion.

As a 501(c)(3), Provident is required by the IRS
to be invited to participate in a project that will ben-
efit the county.

By passing the requested resolution, the county
commissioners, who enthusiastically received the
proposal this week, would be expressing support
for the project and Provident’s participation, said
project spokesman Scott Tranchemontagne.

“The resolution in no way, shape, or form makes
the county liable for the bonds that will ultimately
be sold and paid back by the taxes/assessments on
the real estate,” he said.

House Bill 540, signed into law in 2019, gave
the county the authority to create a Tax Assessment
District around the Balsams property, with taxes
and assessments on the property going to repay that
separate assessment district bond during a period of
20 or 30 years.

Along with Provident, Goldman Sachs, which
has a direct relationship with Provident and with
the Balsams team for the potential issuance of the
tax assessment district bond, is looking at under-
writing the Provident bond, which Tranchemon-
tagne said would be sold to institutional investors,
such as Blackstone or Fidelity, at no financial risk
to county taxpayers.

“This is a significant step forward that could lead
to financing for additional elements of the project,
and perhaps breaking ground at some point in the
spring,” he said. “If you’re a supporter of The Bal-
sams, it was a pretty good day yesterday.”

Provident would own the hotel as well as some
municipal services, and any excess funds from ho-
tel operations would be reinvested in the commu-

nity, with Provident paying its fair share of the as-
sessment district and general real estate taxes along
with the other owners, said Otten.

Although Otten said he is not yet in a position
to identify the other investors, he said the team is
working with a bank for the Hampshire-Dix House
and has a bank for the equipment that will need to
be leased.

“We waited to identify Provident and Provident
to identify Goldman and Goldman to be identified
with our project until we had a pretty strong feeling
we knew where all the parts and pieces were,” he
said.

The county commissioners are expected to take
up the request to approve the resolution with Prov-
ident’s involvement on Monday.

“[The resolution] is a recognition by the county
commissioners that the project will be a social and
economic development benefit to the communi-
ty and that it’s something that the county doesn’t
have the financial capability of undertaking on their
own,” said Otten.

The commissioners for Coos County, which is
not putting up any money for the project or being
asked for money, have already arrived at that pre-
liminary finding and community benefit, he said.

Before the next step, digging in with due dili-
gence and finding buyers for the bond, a Tax Eg-
uity and Fiscal Responsibility Act (TEFRA) public
hearing will be held, in about a month or so, after
the new year, as required by the IRS.

Otten, who has been the lead developer since
2014, and Tranchemontagne said they appreciate
the patience of everyone through the years and the
persistence of the development team.

There is still a ways to go, though, and the hope
is that no more roadblocks are thrown in front of
the project, they said.

“What I'm most happy about is the partners that
we have are nationally recognized in what they do,

not back-room chop shops, not hard money lend-
ers,” said Otten. “You can’t get much more tradi-
tional than a company like Provident and a compa-
ny like Goldman ... This is clearly an indication of
a very solid step forward for the project.”

The total first-phase redevelopment had been es-
timated at $185 million, but increasing construction
costs nationwide led to a 7- to 10-percent increase
in The Balsams project, bringing it to the current
$208 million, with contingency costs.

(The Balsams team, made up of more than a
dozen developers, is putting $20 million into the
project).

First-phase components, though, remain the
same and include an expansion of the Wilderness
Ski Area with new lifts and snow-making; renovat-
ing the historic Dix and Hampshire houses; build-
ing the new Lake Gloriette Hotel and conference
center; revitalizing the Panorama Golf Course;
adding Nordic baths, a retail marketplace, and fine
dining and culinary offerings; and a Planned Unit
Development for the future development of up to
4,600 four-bedroom equivalent lodging or residen-
tial units.

For the project’s real estate program, which cur-
rently has more than $20 million of reservations on
sales, Otten said sales are going well and there’s
about $12 to $14 million worth of inventory of
equal value available.

In May 2020, he announced a new Environmen-
tal, Social and Governance (ESG) proposal that
seeks a clean energy resort that would provide hun-
dreds of jobs in an impoverished area.

“All of the things we were emphasizing in the
ESG will be part of the package,” said Otten.

A revitalized Balsams would help the North
Country economy in a significant way with about
600 construction jobs, more than 400 new jobs at
the resort, and the potential for 1,500 new resort
jobs in the long term, said Tranchemontagne.
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In it, he said masks are prov-
en to reduce COVID transmis-
sion and could reduce the bur-
den on local hospitals, which
have been overwhelmed with
COVID patients.

He wondered why mask op-
ponents were so quick to ignore
health experts and so unwilling
to do something uncomfortable
for the greater good.

He lamented that some
Americans oppose masks on
the grounds of “freedom” and
“liberty” but rarely talk about
sacrifice.

“We do not have the free-
doms that we enjoy as a nation
without sacrifice. Sacrifices of
those who came before us,” he
said.

He said the school district
should do a better job of model-
ing that quality for its students.

See News Briefs, Page 9
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“I want everyone to ask themselves one
question: what are we teaching our children
in this district if we are not teaching them
what we do every day is for more than just
ourselves?”

Special Town Meeting
In Littleton: Property
Purchase Article Goes On
Warrant As Written

LITTLETON — After a deliberative ses-
sion for a special town meeting, the article
asking voters for a temporary expenditure
of $120,000 toward the town purchase of a
river district parcel will go on the warrant
as written.

Following the half-hour proceeding on
Friday at the Littleton Community House
that detailed the plan and answered ques-
tions, residents voted 16-0 to place the ar-
ticle on the ballot for the second session,
the town-wide vote scheduled from 8 a.m.
to 7 p.m. Jan. 7 at the Department of Public
Works garage on West Main Street.

In the meantime, Grafton Superior Court
must formally approve Littleton’s request
for a special town meeting vote, with a
court decision expected at 11 a.m. Dec. 23.

“Being hopeful and optimistic, I would
say yes, that it’s going to be fine,” Carrie
Gendreau, chair of the Select Board said
Monday afternoon. “I can’t believe a judge
wouldn’t allow it.”

The reason for the special town meeting
is a Dec. 31 deadline for the town to close
on the 7-acre parcel on the south side of the
river near the Littleton Area Senior Center.

In January 2019, the town entered into a
purchase agreement with current property
owner Ron Murro.

What seemed like a smooth process hit
some snags when the town experienced de-
lays in the appraisal process because of re-
quirements from the New Hampshire Land
and Water Conservation Fund, which is
providing a $200,000 grant toward the total
$450,000 purchase of the 7-acre parcel.

The LWCF wouldn’t accept the standard
appraisal the town had done and instead
required what is called a Yellow Book ap-
praisal to satisfy the grant.

“We had all our ducks in a row, but the
Yellow Book appraisal messed us up,”
said Gendreau. “We would have been long
closed by now. There were so many vari-
ables and we spent so much time and mon-
ey on it. I can’t believe a judge wouldn’t
grant us permission.”

At town meeting 2020, voters authorized
$175,000 in taxpayer funding toward the
purchase.

Coupled with a $155,000 donation, it left
the town with $330,000 toward the acqui-
sition, which was $120,000 short with the
grant not coming in before the Dec. 31 clos-

ing deadline.

The additional $120,000 from taxpayer
money is a temporary expenditure and is
needed to receive the grant, which is ex-
pected early next year and will fully reim-
burse the $120,000, which will come from
the town’s general fund, leaving the total
taxpayer share at the same $175,000.

The $120,000 will be held in escrow until
the Jan. 7 town vote.

The property will be made into a public
town commons area, offering space for rec-
reation and events, to be called Riverfront
Commons Park.

In November, River District Redevel-
opment Commission Chairman John Hen-
nessey said the total project is $1.4 million,
most of it paid for by grants and with the
same $175,000 taxpayer share, making for
a 7-1 match.

During a public hearing before their reg-
ularly scheduled meeting on Monday eve-
ning, selectmen voted 3-0 to accept the the
$155,000 anonymous donation toward the
purchase.

Along with court approval, Gendreau
remains optimistic for an affirmative town
vote on Jan. 7.

“The taxpayers will be the proud own-
ers,” she said.

Haverhill Addresses
COVID Basketball

Concerns

HAVERHILL — The Haverhill Cooper-
ative School Board made a couple of deci-
sions regarding COVID-19 and basketball
on Monday.

By a 3-2 vote, fans at Woodsville High
School basketball games will not be subject
to mask requirements or capacity restric-
tions.

The decision applies to the boys and gitls
varsity and JV teams, whose home games
are played at the Dr. John A. Bagonzi Com-
munity Building (capacity 350) and the
Haverhill Cooperative Middle School gym-
nasium.

The motion was made by board member
Alexandra Keeler and supported by Mi-
chael Aremburg and Stephanie Chase.

Casting votes against were Chair Richard
Guy and board member Don LoCascio.

LoCascio said the motion was “reckless,
asking for trouble and irresponsible” and
set the stage for multiple “super spreader”
events.

Fan masking policies vary in Division
IV. Colebrook, Hinsdale, Newmarket,
Moultonborough, Lisbon, Derryfiield and
Pittsfield will require fans to mask. Frank-
lin, Littleton, Mount Royal, and Concord
Christian will not. Only two schools (Hin-
sdale, Pittsfield) will have capacity limits.

Players at all three HCSD schools (K-12)
were already exempt from masking under a
previous school board vote.

MIDDLE SCHOOL HOOPS

Meanwhile, the school board voted to al-

low Haverhill Cooperative Middle School
officials to set fan and player masking rules
on a game-by-game basis.

That’s because the middle school plays
two-thirds of its games against Vermont
opponents, and those schools follow strict
masking protocols for players and fans.

The school board decision will allow the
middle school to schedule games against
Vermont opponents and announce protocols
ahead of time. The middle school basketball
season begins after the holiday break.

LEGAL CHALLENGE?

Haverhill resident Tim Robie handed
school board members a 3,000-word form
letter in opposition to COVID-19 measures.

The letter, titled “Notice of Maladminis-
tration, Malice, Malfeasance by Haverhill
School Board,” demands an end to COVID
protocols on school grounds. These include
mask mandates, social distancing, tempera-
ture checks, COVID testing, quarantines,
and vaccinations.

Nearly a dozen people submitted the
same letter to the school board. The others
were delivered outside of Monday’s meet-
ing.

The letters cite the U.S. Constitution and
Bill of Rights, various state constitutions,
and at least one court decision. It states that
the school board must remove all “uncon-
stitutional” COVID rules and measures
within five days or “you will face the State
Grand Juries.”

Towards the end of the letter, it says,
“Take Notice that it is the peoples’ will to
resolve these issues in a peaceable and co-
operative manner and you have not been re-
ciprocal. You have displayed utter disregard
to the Peoples’ will and we are not going
to accept any more political speeches, facts
or opinions from you unless you swear it
under oath in an Affidavit with penalty of
perjury. We are going to hold our servants
and entities accountable. Your personal fi-
nancial capacity and livelihood are now on
the line.”

The matter will be referred to legal coun-
sel for review.

OTHER MATTERS

— Haverhill Police Chief David Appleby
will appear at the next school board meeting
on Jan. 8 to discuss the possibility of creat-
ing a school resource officer position.

— School board members agreed to in-
crease the stipend for three school nurses,
from $600 to $2,500. Those stipends will be
paid through federal COVID relief funds.
The stipends award the nurses for extra time
worked during COVID-19. That includes
after-school hours spent on COVID docu-
mentation and follow-up.

School Board
Wants Better

Budget Sales Pitch

The White Mountains Regional School
District has a problem.

See News Briefs, Page 10
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1 See red
5 Movie mogul
9 A nanny
pushes it
13 Straw in the wind
14 Like notebook
paper
16 Miff
17 Enjoins
18 World-weariness
19 Outback
mineral
20 Varnish
22 On the scene
24 Novelist —
Rand
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26 With courage
30 Book copiers of
yore
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They create A+ annual budgets, then sell them to the public with
D- presentations.

Dissatisfied with that disparity, the school board last week de-
manded better.

Board members requested a clear and concise budget presenta-
tion for the deliberative session on Feb. 7.

They said the status quo — long, boring and complicated lec-
tures — simply wasn’t an effective way to inform voters, or get
their support.

“The education that we do every year at the deliberative session
around tax impacts is incredibly confusing,” said board member,
Kristen Van Bergen Buteau, of Lancaster.

The school district expects to put forward a lean budget next
year. The draft proposal under consideration would increase spend-
ing by 2 percent, mostly due to mandatory wage and benefit hikes.

School board members agree it’s bare bones.

Even so, budget scrutiny may be high due to record inflation.

To avoid misunderstandings and rumors, board members rec-
ommended a simple, direct approach. They said the budget pre-
sentation should focus on key facts and not be an overwhelming
“information dump.”

They added that the person making the budget presentation
should tailor the message to the general public — including the
growing percentage of taxpayers without children.

“We need someone that can speak loudly, concisely. Who can
put it into layman’s terms and answer questions without making
people’s brains hurt,” said board member, Tara Giles, of Whitefield.

High School Principal Jacob Hess, a Lancaster taxpayer, said the

Your Community Health Partner Since 1975

ACHS = Integrated Health Care

Primary Care
Behavioral Health
Dental & Oral Health
Medication Management
Tele-health Services

ACHS accepts most major insurances,
Medicare & Medicaid, and
offers a sliding fee scale
for patients who qualify.

Call our NEW PATIENT Hotline
toll-free at 1.866.201.5076.
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budget message should center on community benefits, not reams
of data.

“Let’s not stand up there and show charts and graphs. Let’s tell
the narrative of what our programs do, how we’re funding them,
and what the kids are getting out of them,” he said.

Van Bergen Buteau agreed, adding, “The biggest piece to un-
derstand is not the accounting math, but how is this valuable to the
community? How are the taxpayers getting their money’s worth?”

WMRSD Finance Director Kris Franklin agreed that past bud-
get presentations have included superfluous details. That’s partly
because the school district over several years added information in
response to specific complaints, said Chairman Greg Odell.

“We were told we were not providing enough,” Odell said.

For school board members and district officials, having to con-
vince voters to approve no-frills budgets is a fact of life.

WMRSD is made up of rural communities with some of the
lowest median household incomes in the state. Meanwhile Coos
County continues to grapple with the decline of the paper and wood
industry.

WMRSD has kept those socioeconomic factors in mind when
building its budgets. This year’s draft budget proposal is an exam-
ple of that, said Vice Chair James Brady, of Jefferson.

He and others hope the budget presentation at the deliberative
session will make that point clearly and without confusion.

“[The draft budget proposal] is reasonable. We have over a 6
percent inflation rate right now, and we’re asking for 2 percent.
mean, how much more reasonable can you get?” he said.

DES: Brown Street
Contamination Not Significant

WHITEFIELD — Good news.

A Level 2 environmental assessment of the former Brown Street
Furniture site found low levels of contamination.

The New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services
identified mostly minor issues and determined that costly cleanup
was not required.

Town officials expressed relief that the site contamination was
modest.

The Select Board may explore taking the property for back taxes
(over $100,000) in light of the new information. They had previ-
ously declined due to liability concerns.

Some have suggested moving the town garage to the 12-acre
Brown Street Furniture property, to replace the current, outdated

PUBLIC NOTICE

ANNOUNCEMENT OF INTENT TO DESTROY
SPECIAL EDUCATION RECORDS

Supervisory Administrative Unit #84, Littleton School District,
Littleton, NH will destroy records that have been collected,
maintained and/or used in providing special education serv-
ices. This activity is in compliance with Federal, State and local
policy. The destruction of data policy provides that records
may be destroyed when they are no longer needed for edu-
cational planning purposes (except for Individualized Educa-
tional Plans). Please be advised that some of the information
contained in these files may be needed later on for other pur-

poses, such as eligibility for Social Security Disability benefits.
STUDENTS WHO WILL BE AFFECTED: this destruction policy
only applies to Special Education students who received serv-
ices through June of 2014. TO OBTAIN THESE EDUCA-
TIONAL RECORDS: If you wish to have these records before
they are destroyed, please contact us at 603-444-2758

(chudson@littletonschools.org) before January 31, 2021.
Records will be provided only to a former student who is 18
years of age or older, or the legal guardian. We will notify the
individual by phone when the requested records are prepared.
The records will be obtained at the SAU office, 65 Maple St,
Littleton NH. Anyone obtaining records will be required to
produce identification that contains both picture and signa-
ture.

facility located across the street.

“We’re pleased that there isn’t a lot of contamination, which we
thought could potentially be the case, and that the issues that need
to be dealt with all appear to be easily manageable, which will help
inform our decision making,” said Select Board Chair Peter Corey.

DES explained the findings of the Level 2 environmental assess-
ment to town officials in a virtual meeting on Thursday.

Contaminants, such as cancer-causing asbestos and PCBs, were
found in some building materials.

In most cases, those contaminated materials can remain “as is”
until the building is demolished or renovated. However, one item
— 250-linear-feet of floor caulk — exceeds federal PCB thresholds
and must be removed now.

Meanwhile, low levels of Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons
(PAHs) were detected in soil samples.

The contaminated soil poses little risk and no action is required
unless the site is redeveloped, in which case the tainted soil should
be covered (with clean soil, plantings or paving) to reduce expo-
sure, DES recommended.

PAHSs were also detected in groundwater through one monitoring
well. DES suspected a false-positive and recommended that a con-
firmation sample be collected and tested.

Corey thanked DES officials for their work, which will be taken
under advisement by the Select Board, “It certainly will be some
time before the town decides if we’re willing take on this liability
through tax deed. The board will have to discuss it.”

If the town acts, there are state and federal grant programs avail-
able to help with cleanup costs, in order to dispose of the hazardous
soil and building materials, DES officials said.

The environmental assessment did not address structural integ-
rity.

Brown Street Furniture was a 45-year-old, furniture-making
business that produced custom-made, high-end furniture products
that were sold across the United States and Canada. It was once
Whitefield’s largest employer.

It was sold to Massachusetts investors in 2008, experienced brief
growth, then ran into cash flow problems during the great recession.
By 2012 it had closed.

In 2013, Reg Abbott purchased it at auction for $122,500, well
below its then-assessed value of $1.1 million.

Since then, much of the 48,000-square-foot factory space,
17,000-square-foot warehouse and 12 acres of land have fallen into
disrepair.

Today, Abbott owes more than $200,000 in town and federal
liens. That includes over $106,000 owed to the town of unpaid
property, water and sewer taxes, and approximately $130,000 to the
Environmental Protection Agency for hazardous material disposal.

For a time, it served as a warehouse for his business, Family
Furniture, which has locations in Littleton and Derby, Vt.

Reached in April, Abbott described the building as an albatross.

“I just want someone to pay the back taxes and take the building
over,” he said.

North Country Residents Turn Up
Spotlight On Out-Of-State Trash

To the board members of the Pemi-Baker Solid Waste District
(PBSWD), which covers a number of northern Grafton County
towns, some local residents are voicing concerns about the amount
of out-of-state trash brought into New Hampshire.

On Wednesday at Plymouth Town Hall, with a remote meeting
option available, Kevin Roy, division manager for North Country
Environmental Services, Casella Waste Systems’ New Hampshire
subsidiary, gave the status of the NCES landfill in Bethlehem —
which is projected to reach capacity and close at the end of 2026
— and spoke of upcoming regarding Casella’s proposed landfill in
Dalton.

“There’s a flurry of legislation related to solid waste in New
Hampshire, more than typical,” said Roy. “There are several bills

See News Briefs, Page 11
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being presented that will attempt again to either stall or stop the
permitting process of the Dalton project.”

Bills include prohibiting new landfills within close proximity
to state parks, such as Casella’s proposal beside Forest Lake State
Park, and prohibiting any new landfills in New Hampshire until the
state updates its solid waste management plan, which hasn’t been
updated since 2003.

The state’s solid waste working committee, formed out of a law
passed in 2020, is rewriting solid waste rules and looking at such
things as waste diversion, one of several options that are out there,
as there should be, said Roy.

“It’s an exciting year for solid waste and everybody is paying
attention,” he said. “It seems today there are a lot of people who
know more about waste than we do, but we deal with it every day.
‘We know what the issues are, we have tried to solve the issues, and
[ think together we can continue to move forward ... But we have
to literally pay attention. There are people who really do not know
our industry like we do.”

NCES would be willing to extend its contract with the PBSWD
through the end of the landfill life in Bethlehem, said Roy, who also
spoke of a landfill capacity shortfall and trucking difficulties.

The PBSWD (which includes Easton, Franconia, Landaff, Lis-
bon, Littleton, Lyman and Sugar Hill) has a good price and trans-
portation cost with NCES, but in 2026 things could change drasti-
cally, and the distance to another facility would be longer, he said.

“If you kick us out of the marketplace, the prices are going to
change, said Roy. “Once more capacity goes off line, all of those
dynamics change.”

Contesting some of Roy’s statements before the PBSWD was
Wayne Morrison, a resident of Whitefield and member of the North
Country Alliance For Balanced Change.

“We want to let you know there’s a great deal of opposition to the
Dalton project,” he said.

That opposition is not only specific to the proposed site, but is
also a recognition that New Hampshire is lagging compared to
other New England states in updating its solid waste management
plan, he said.

While Roy said some people don’t know a lot about solid waste,
Morrison said he’s learned much the last few years.

“There’s a reason why there’s so much opposition to this specific
project, and that’s siting a landfill next to a lake and state park and
pristine place that represents so much of what New Hampshire is all
about,” he said. “We think it’s an unnecessary risk.”

Although there is a need for landfill capacity, the capacity crisis
is of the companies’ own making, said Morrison.

“Some of the for-profit companies are driving in out-of-state
trash into our landfills to the extent that now more than half the
trash going into some of our landfills is coming from out of state,”
he said. “The truth is there’s no capacity issue with New Hampshire
trash. It’s only a problem because they’re bringing it up [Interstate]
93.”

In a notice to Dalton abutters in February, Casella representatives
said up to half the waste transported to a Dalton facility during sev-
eral decades could be from out of state.

Although NCES is projected to close in 2026, that challenge also
presents an opportunity, said Morrison.

“This is an opportunity for us to step back,” he said. “There’s
not a crisis. There’s expansion going on at other sites. We do not
have to sacrifice pristine forests and wetlands in New Hampshire to
satisfy contracts with other states. This is an opportunity to make
a change in the way that we’re doing business with our landfills in
New Hampshire. As a resident, this is in some ways a generational
decision that’s being made. If the landfill goes through in Dalton,
we are going to live with that decision for 40, 50, maybe 100 years
if there’s expansion ... We need to do what’s best for New Hamp-
shire, not what’s best for Casella.”

Morrison said one of the first questions he was asked when he
became involved in the landfill fight is the Interstate Commerce

Clause, which some have argued cannot prohibit out-of-state trash.

“I think what other states have done is say that may be true if
you have private, for-profit companies operating landfills,” he said.
“But Maine, Vermont, and some other states have said, ‘Okay, may-
be it’s time for municipalities to run those landfills.””

The Commerce Clause might be an obstacle, but it isn’t some-
thing that can’t be overcome, and New Hampshire is behind other
states when it follows rules and regulations that are 20 years or
older, he said.

Morrison also took aim at Roy’s statement about costs increasing
if transporting to a landfill farther away from Dalton, or from Beth-
lehem, after NCES closes.

“Somehow, the economics seem to work when they ship it hun-
dreds of miles up from Massachusetts and find a home for it in
the White Mountains,” said Morrison. “If we allow [a landfill in
Dalton] to happen, we’re going to be a magnet that’s going to suck
in trash from all over New England. We don’t want that. We don’t
need that. There are other solutions.”

Agreeing was state Rep. Joyce Weston, D-Plymouth, who said
the whole system in New Hampshire needs to change.

“We should not be having an out-of-state company making mon-
ey off bringing out-of-state trash to dump here,” she said. “It just
doesn’t make sense. This has been brought up in the Legislature
before, but we haven’t been able to change it yet. In the meantime,
there are a number of pieces of legislation to divert waste ... I agree
totally that the state needs to think about why we want to be the
depository for all the waste in the entire New England area.”

Whitefield resident and NCABC member, Sarah Doucette said a
landfill in Dalton would be in the watershed of the Ammonoosuc
River, which flows to Littleton just a few miles away.

Whitefield is expected to see 100 trash-hauling vehicles a day
coming in and the same amount going out, and that doesn’t count
the leachate tankers, she said.

“My village would be utterly devastated if this project goes
through,” said Doucette. “There’s a lot at stake. I look forward to
this conversation continuing statewide. North to south, we will all
be impacted if this project proceeds.”

Neighbor Helping Neighbor
Efforts Look At Collaboration

Two neighbor-helping-neighbor efforts in Bethlehem, the new
SmallActs and the half-decade-old Organized Acts of Kindness for
Seniors (OAKS), are looking at collaborating and sharing volun-
teers.

“If anyone has any ideas, we would love to hear them,” said
Bethlehem Selectman Bruce Caplain. “We’re open to any and all
ideas from people to see what we can do. It’s a blank slate.”

Two months ago, the town of Bethlehem became one of the first
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North Country towns to officially become a SmallActs community,
an initiative born of the SmallActs North campaign to show small
acts of kindness to neighbors and fellow community members, and
support and encourage person-to-person generosity in the region
and help people in need have their needs met or simply make a
neighbor some food, stop by with a warm greeting, or a myriad
other ways to express generosity.

Five years ago in Bethlehem, Kay Kerr led the effort to found
OAKS, a nonprofit seniors caring for seniors volunteer initiative
inspired by a book called “Being Mortal” and based on a national
“village to village” movement described in the book.

OAKS, recognizing that many parts of the United States are ex-
periencing increasingly aging populations, was first put into prac-
tice two decades ago when some residents in Boston found ways to
help their neighbors stay in their homes as they aged.

From there, it spread to other cities and communities.

Kerr, after hearing that Bethlehem is now a SmallActs commu-
nity and feeling that can fit in well with OAKS, reached out to Ca-
plain.

“It does seem to be a good complement to each other,” said Ca-
plain. “We’re trying to help each other and do good things and just
make the community a better place. In that regard, we have similar
interests.”

From a SmallActs perspective, the goal is to see what can be
done in the community to make it a better place, he said.

Kerr needs more volunteers for OAKS and wants to identify peo-
ple who are vulnerable, he said.

During the pandemic, before it became a designated SmallActs
community, the town of Bethlehem gathered some volunteers to
help deliver groceries, medicines, and necessities to those residents
staying at home because they are at most risk from the virus.

“We identified those people and had quite a list, and broke it up
for volunteers who would call them regularly if they needed any-
thing, run trips to the grocery store, whatever it was,” said Caplain.
“For Kay, it was a great place to start if you know who those people
are in the community. We have some volunteers who were willing
to do it then, so we can reach out to them and ask them if they’d be
willing to work with Kay.”
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Eortier Leaves Legacy

BY PAUL HAYES
Staff Writer

Service above self.

Those words sum up Wayne Fortier.

No matter the role — police officer, elected official, military
veteran, community volunteer, church congregant, friend, father,
husband — he put other people first.

“He would drop everything in a heartbeat to help anyone,” said
his daughter, Windy. “Whether it was a family member, or some-
one he didn’t know. He would invite people into our house con-
stantly, sometimes off the street, for Thanksgiving if they didn’t
have a place to go.”

Fortier, a leader in New Hampshire law enforcement and a re-
spected figure in the Town of Haverhill, died early Wednesday
morning of COVID-19 complications. He was 74.

Dave Goldstein, who served with Fortier in the New Hamp-
shire State Police, recalled him as firm but fair. He said Fortier
possessed a vice-like handshake, a strong moral compass, and an
unmatched work ethic.

During murder investigations, Goldstein recalled, “Wayne
worked so hard he actually slept in his cruiser overnight.”

Family members recalled a softer side. A loving husband and
devoted father. A gifted storyteller. A man who gave bear hugs,
cried at movies, and loudly cheered his five daughters (and later
seven grandchildren) at sporting events. His gruff exterior hiding
a heart of gold.

“He gave us tough love, but he was such a Teddy bear inside,”
said his daughter, Kristy.

CAREER CALLING

Raised in Pike, Fortier graduated from Haverhill Academy in
1966. Ten days later he enlisted in the U.S. Marine Corps. He
served three years, including 20 months in Da Nang, Vietnam.

He found his calling in 1973 when he joined the Haverhill Po-
lice Department. He worked his way from patrol officer to chief
in just three years.

Jeff Stiegler, the Grafton County Sheriff, was a teenager at the
time.

“We used to run away from him because, if you saw him com-
ing, you knew he meant business,” he said with a laugh.

Fortier joined the New Hampshire State Police in 1976. He
served 27 1/2 years, worked in major crimes, and eventually be-
came the barracks commander at Troop C and then Troop F.

Memorably, in 1984, Fortier and Det. Leo “Chuck” Jellison
confronted a wanted serial killer, Christopher Wilder, at a Cole-
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brook gas station. Jellison was shot and wounded, Wilder com-
mitted suicide. Both officers were awarded the Medal of Valor, the
highest honor granted by state police.

Goldstein, now the Franklin (Mass.) Police Chief, said Fortier
commanded respect, encouraged collaboration, and was a natural
leader.

“He was a mentor, a role model for us younger guys,” Gold-
stein said.

Fortier retired from the state police in 2004, served six years
as the Plymouth Police Department’s prosecutor (until 2010), and
nine years as Special Services Investigator for the Grafton County
Attorney’s office (until 2019).

He was a special investigator for the Grafton Country Sheriff’s
Department for the past two years.

Working together as peers, Stiegler appreciated Fortier’s tough-
ness and tenacity.

“The demeanor he brought to our office every day was so
important,” Stiegler said. “He would turn over every rock, and
sometimes a week later he’d go back and turn those rocks over
again. The knowledge he passed down, I’ll never forget. He made
us better people, and better at what we do.”

During his career in law enforcement, Fortier believed in of-
ficer accountability. He conducted internal investigations as part
of his work with the Sheriff’s office. He held himself to a high
standard and expected the same of others.

“If you had a good moral compass, and you were intent on do-
ing this job, he wanted to help you do it right,” Stiegler said.

Haverhill Police Chief David Appleby, who served under Forti-
er at Troop F, called him an investigator’s investigator.

“If you needed a case investigated that you were personally
involved in, you would want Wayne Fortier on that case. Because
you know it would be done right,” Appleby said. “He probably
made a lot of people mad in his investigations, because he was
so thorough. But that’s what you want, when you want to find out
the truth.”

COMMUNITY SERVICE

Fortier was an active member of the Haverhill community.

He served 13 years on the Haverhill Cooperative School
Board (7 as chairman), nine years on the Board of Selectmen (8
as chair), eight years with the Haverhill Historical Society (5 as
chair), and was a former president of the New Hampshire School
Board Association and chairman of the Haverhill Strategic Facil-
ities Committee.

Fortier was also a 53-year member of the Veterans of Foreign
Wars Post 5245, and was the driving force behind an under-con-
struction veterans memorial located behind the town building.

Glenn English, the former Haverhill Town Manager, described
Fortier as someone who was direct, honest, and sincere. A throw-
back to a time when people rolled up their sleeves and worked for
the greater good.

“I loved him like a brother,” said former Haverhill Town Man-
ager Glenn English. “He took community very seriously. He vol-
unteered for many posts and always gave 150% to everything he
did.”

“People like Wayne come along very rarely. The basis of our
relationship was truthfulness and the ability to talk sincerely. You
knew his word was good. We could disagree but we were friends.”

State Rep. Rick Ladd is a fellow veteran (U.S. Army) who
served alongside Fortier on the Board of Selectmen for several
years. He described Fortier as a consensus builder and a leader
by example.

“A few times [ voted one way and he voted the other way, but
we came out of that working together. We respected each other
very much,” Ladd said. “This community has a hole in it right
now, and the rest of us have to step up and continue working to-
wards positive change.”

-

-

Wayne Fortier speaks at the 13th Annual North Country Pub-
lic Safety Awards at the Omni Mount Washington Resort on
Friday, Oct. 29, 2021. (Photo by Paul Hayes)

Over the past year, Fortier’s career came full circle. He returned
to the Haverhill Police Department to assist the newly appointed
chief, Appleby, with a backlog of cases. And to mentor two in-
coming detectives.

“It meant a lot to him to finish his career serving the commu-
nity of Haverhill,” said Appleby, who previously served as a state
trooper under Fortier. “Towards the end, he’d come into my offic-
es on a couple of cases he was working. And still, after 40 years
of service, he showed the exuberance and dedication of someone
Jjust starting off in this profession.”

LEGACY REMEMBERED

Fortier had been the picture of health.

He had completed his 16th consecutive U.S. Marine Corps
Marathon, held virtually due to the pandemic, on Nov. 1.

He became sick shortly thereafter and was hospitalized at Dart-
mouth Hitchcock Medical Center. Surrounded by family, he died
at 2:30 a.m. on Wednesday.

A devout Catholic, and active member of St. Joseph’s church,
he passed away on the Day of the Feast of the Immaculate Con-
ception.

Later that day, a column of law enforcement vehicles escorted
his body back to Haverhill. Onlookers gathered along the route to
show their respects, some with a salute or a hand over their heart.

One of them was Marcie Hornick, the Grafton County Attor-
ney.

She had worked with Fortier on cases, some of them sensitive
in nature. She saw first-hand his professionalism, his passion, and
his personality.

“He was just a good guy. There’s nobody who can dispute that
across the board. He had a wonderfully infectious laugh, and with
that laugh was able to cool an otherwise tense situation. He just
got it. He had a great read of people,” she said.

Hornick also shared the stage with Fortier at the North Coun-
try Public Safety Foundation’s annual awards dinner on Oct. 29.
Fortier presented an award named for his friend and former col-
league, the late Det. Sgt. Robert Bruno.

Quoting Bruno, Fortier said, “Don’t focus on changing the
world, focus on changing the place around you. If everyone did
this, the world would change for the better. Those words are very,
very relevant today.”

Fortier’s illness and death have triggered an outpouring of sup-
port. His wife of 51 years, Sandra, said she has received countless
calls, emails, texts and visitors. Some were familiar to her, others
were not.

“The first day I returned, there were 28 different calls from
people everywhere. It’s been amazing, the number of people he
affected,” she said.

Those communications have revealed just how many people
Fortier impacted, and how deeply.

“I take a lot of comfort in that, and I'm really proud of him,”
she said. “I just think he was amazing, and he really taught a lot of
people things. More than we know.”
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Tri-Town Bike Friendly Certification
Process Gets Boost

LITTLETON — There’s an effort advancing to get the tri-town
area of Littleton, Bethlehem, and Franconia certified as a bicy-
cle-friendly community, and to connect the three towns with trails.

During the Littleton Board of Selectmen meeting Monday, David
Harkless, owner of Littleton Bike and Fitness and organizer of bicy-
cle efforts in Littleton; Jill Brewer, select board member in Franco-
nia; and Bruce Caplain, a Bethlehem selectmen who got the tri-town
certification plan off the ground, presented the vision to Littleton se-
lectmen, who endorsed the idea in a 3-0 vote.

“They reached out to me with a project and a goal of having the
League of American Bicyclists certify the tri-town area, including,
Littleton, Franconia, and Bethlehem, as a bike-friendly community,
with an effort to increase tourism and business and reducing traffic
congestion and parking issues,” said Caitlin Leverone, director for
the Littleton Parks and Recreation Department.

Harkless said certification was something he’s thought about, and
he noted that if one looks at the certification checklist, Littleton does
a lot of it already, with Safe Routes To Schools, bicycle amenities,
having a segment of the Cross New Hampshire Adventure Trail, and
25 miles of mountain bike trails at PRKR MTN.

Certification and the work needed to achieve it — such as desig-
nating bicycle lanes and making other road safety measures — won’t
happen overnight, he said, and the League and those with tri-town are
not asking for any money.

It’s a longer-term project that would involve working with the

town and Littleton department heads, he said.

“We’re just asking for your endorsement of the concept going for-
ward in trying to obtain that,” Harkless said to selectmen.

There are only five communities in New Hampshire that are certi-
fied bicycle friendly, and they’re all cities, said Caplain.

(They are Keene, Lebanon, Portsmouth, Hanover, and Concord).

“When [ started looking into it, across the country there are very
few towns that are bicycle friendly communities because it takes
money to do it,” he said. “Like Dave said, we’re not coming to any
of the three towns looking for money. We’re just saying, give us the
endorsement, we’ll find the money. There are plenty of grants out
there to get the money and it doesn’t change a whole lot. But what it
does do, in talking to some of these other towns, is really increases
tourism a lot. I spoke to one in Colorado and they said they saw a
300-percent increase in people coming in to use the town facilities.
It’s great for tourism. We’re hoping it will reduce congestion, because
it get people to ride more, have places for them to put their bikes, and
that helps the parking in towns as well. To us, it’s a win-win.”

The League awards certification to communities that can demon-
strate excellence in bicycling through education, encouragement,
routes that are safe, and inclusiveness and availability.

Local tri-town supporters said cyclists eat a lot, shop a lot, and stay
in lodging establishments in certified communities.

Businesses can also be certified as bicycle friendly, said Harkless.

As the project advances, the New Hampshire Department of Trans-
portation is enabling project leaders to work across all three towns.

Avid bicyclists with the League of American Bicyclists look up
certified communities when they’re finding an area to visit or move
to, said Harkless.

“Tis the season ... for cookie making, for gift
giving, and, at least at our house, for the early win-
ter head cold. It has made the rounds here the past
two weeks. My daughter came home from school
Wednesday congested and sniffling, and stayed
home sick Thursday. She was back to school Fri-
day but my son stayed home, having also come
down with it. And then my husband and I got it as
well, each of us missing a (different) day of school
last week. Thankfully everyone was COVID neg-
ative, but we’ve certainly been a bit of a mess.

Thus, we’ve been taking it easy.

It’s not a bad thing to do, sometimes — taking it
easy - regardless of whether you are sick or not.
I need to be reminded of that occasionally, and
sometimes it takes getting sick to do just that.

Everyone had things they didn’t do this week because of
the cold. My kids missed some sports practices — nordic ski-
ing for my son, and gymnastics for my daughter. We didn’t
have friends over for dinner last Friday like we had planned.
We did still get our Christmas tree, but everyone was content
to choose one nice and close to the road instead of tromping
through the woods for ages like we usually do.

Just taking it easy.

It’s not like I haven’t accomplished anything the last two
weeks. [ went to work almost every day. I made dinners and
breakfasts and whatever else, kept the house from being a
disaster zone, etc. But still, I’ve been taking it easy. I ex-
changed my morning runs for walks. We got take out a few
nights for dinner, pizza one night, sandwiches from the Iron
Furnace another. I let the kids have more screen time than
usual. We all sat on the couch a lot, and someone was al-
most always curled up with a dog on the floor in front of the
woodstove. We’ve gone through lots of tea and even more
Emergen-C. My daughter and I have made good progress on
our puzzle, and I’'m pretty sure my son got a new personal

COMMUNITY VOICES

Taking It Easy

BY AMY LAWTON
McKEEVER

best in some game he is playing, which made him
deliriously happy as he and a friend try to outscore
each other.

Taking it easy is a way to give ourselves a break
once and awhile. Everybody needs that some-
times. I usually need it this time of year, even if
[ don’t have a cold. The weeks between Thanks-
giving and Christmas, as we pass over the anni-
versary of Sandy Hook, are difficult weeks for
me, especially juxtaposed as they are with all the
trappings of holiday cheer. So, Ive learned to take
it easy during that time. My lesson plans in the
library are full of play and free choice, and I don’t
stay long after the building empties. I find a good
easy read, usually a mystery or some beachy ro-
mance, to lose myself in - nothing that requires a lot of brain-
power. Instead of climbing a big mountain, I go for long slow
walks through our neighbor’s field or up around the Gibbs
Cabin, soaking in as much light as I can during this dark
time. I don’t ask very much of myself during these weeks; I
feel a bit fragile, and picture myself moving gingerly around
in order not to break.

Today, finally, my cold feels better, and the sun came out
as well, so we went for a nice long walk in the woods, and
then I started doing some yard work: clearing all the debris
in the yard from that crazy wind the other day, giving the
chickens some fresh water and hay. Nothing too taxing, and
I was moving pretty slowly still, but it felt nice to be up off
the couch. Later I’ll make a big pot of chicken soup, maybe,
and we can have that for dinner one night this week. There is,
after all, only so much take out one can have!

Wishing the best for you and yours during this holiday sea-
son, and hoping that you are able to take it easy when you need.

Amy McKeever lives in Easton with her family. She loves
baking, with or without her kids. Current favorite: apple
turnovers.

Two years ago, a consultant put together a five-year plan for Lit-
tleton that included making road and other improvements for bikers,
said Littleton Selectman Milton Bratz.

“This is a great idea because as more towns connect with each
other, the resource just gets bigger and the whole thing gets better,”
he said.

The state bicycle map designates segments of New Hampshire
routes 135 and 18, U.S. Route 302, and regional routes that include
New Hampshire Route 116 and Industrial Park Road, though, be-
cause of the amount of vehicle traffic and turning movements, the
corridors are not always friendly for bike riders, particularly in com-
mercial and downtown areas, said Bratz, citing the study.

North Country Council, the regional planning commission, has
identified traffic stress areas for bicyclists and pedestrians and has
developed an infrastructure improvement plan to address the issue,
primarily in town and not between towns, to find a level of comfort
bicyclists can have on a given segment of road, he said.

“Part of this is to figure out routes that make it easier and safer for
people ... [and] ... to connect Littleton, Bethlehem, and Franconia
by trails to get people off the roads,” said Caplain. “It’s a concerted
effort to focus on safety, accessibility, and connectivity between all
three towns.”

Carrie Gendreau, chair of the Littleton Board of Selectmen, made
the motion to support the Tri-Town Bike Friendly Certification pro-
cess, which was supported by Bratz and Selectman Roger Emer-
son.

“I think by endorsing an effort like this it might help congeal
everything,” said Harkless.
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at home in Jefferson to Victor and Ghislaine (Couture) Dubois on
June 28, 1948, and lived his entire life in the Riverton section of
Jefferson.

Maurice attended school in Jefferson, Lancaster and Berlin be-
fore enlisting in the Army in 1968. He was honorably discharged
in 1971.

Upon returning to the North Country, he worked as an auto
mechanic for Robert’s Motor Sales before moving on as a heavy
equipment mechanic for Timberland Machines, Currier Trucking
and Pike Industries. He spent more than 30 years as an on-road
service mechanic for Pike, retiring in 2012. Not one to sit still,
Maurice continued to work full-time in retirement by starting and
operating a firewood business which he oversaw until his death.
He truly enjoyed this phase of life and valued and appreciated his
many loyal customers.

Maurice was a founding member in 1979 of the Waumbek
Methna Snowmobile Club. He was a lifetime member of the John
W. Weeks VFW Post and the Lancaster Knights of Columbus
Bradley Council. Snowmobiling was his
passion for many years. He loved to trav-
el hundreds of miles on “short” day trips.
Maurice’s dedication to the sport helped
to build an active snowmobiling com-
munity in Jefferson and beyond. Many
of the local groomed trails, bridges, and
club buildings exist today because of his
get-it-done attitude. In the past ten years,
he also enjoyed ATV trips with his bud-
dies from the Silver Riders and spending ] ]
time at his house in Florida. His favorite ~ Maurice Dubois
time of day was swapping stories with the local crew during hap-
py hour at the garage or the clubhouse.

Maurice is survived by his wife of 47 years, Debbie (Wright)
Dubois; daughter Jennifer (Andrew) MacDonald and grand-
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INTERIOR FASHIONS

Shades ° Blinds
Draperies * Valances
Upholstery
Area Rugs * Pillows
Home Decor Fabrics
www.detailsinteriorfashions.com

106 Main Street * Littleton, NH ¢ 603-444-7444

CERTIFIED DOT MEDICAL EXAMS
“THE ROAD GOES ON FOREVER”

MICHAEL SCANLON APRN, NP-C
NURSE PRACTITIONER
603-236-9230

DOORYARDNP, LLC

LitTLETON, NH

Lahout’s Apartments
Littleton and Bethlehem

Studio, One Bedrooms

Two Bedrooms
Heat Included, Modern, Pet Friendly,
Parking, Washer/Dryer Hookup
Walking distance to downtown.

603-444-0333 or visit our website: www.lahoutspd.com
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TILE & STONE ¢ VINYL
COUNTERTOPS

Stunning 7,000 Sq. Ft. Showroom

Commercial/Residential * Expert Installation
Free Design Consultation

2190 Main St., Bethlehem, NH * Phone: 603-869-5880
Hours Mon Fn & Sat 3 . wwwthefloorrks com

HELP
WANTED

Floor
Covering
Installers
$20-530/hr,

&wmgAHMdds
Steel * Brass ¢ Copper * Aluminum
Mon.-Fri., 7-4  April thru Nov. Open Sat., 8-Noon

405 S. Main Street, Lisbon, NH 03585

Phone: 603-838-2860 « www.stockleytrucking.com
“Buying Metal Salvage”

Roland C.Abbott

PLUMBING {3 HEATING, INC
Bus: 603-444-7100 * Fax: 603-444-5036
www.rcaplumbingandheating.com

20 Pine Street e Littleton, NH 03561

NH Lic. MBE0003144 — NH Pump Installer Lic. 1783

daughter Elle of New Hampton; son Mark Dubois (Stacey) and
granddaughters Reese and Hadley of Jefferson; daughter Amy
(Paul) LaRoche and grandsons Patton and Hudson of Vero Beach
Florida. Also, four step-grandchildren, Kiana, Kendra, Kelsey and
Colton LaRoche. He is survived by sisters Solange Norcross of
Vero Beach, Diane (Jeff) Heath of Jefferson and brother Andre
Dubois of Lancaster. Extended family members include his moth-
er-in-law, Mary Wright of Lancaster, Tom and Nancy McVetty
of Dalton, and Marcia Parkhurst of Columbia. Nieces and neph-
ews are Tammy Heath, Stephen Heath, Nicholas Dubois, Chris
McVetty, Eric McVetty, Phil Parkhurst, Jeff Parkhurst and Ash-
lynn Fogg. He was predeceased by his parents, an infant brother,
brothers-in-law Peter Norcross, Jeff Wright, and Garry Parkhurst,
sister-in-law Kathy Dubois, and infant niece Christina Norcross.

Friends and family are invited to gather this summer (in warm-
er weather) to remember and celebrate Maurice’s life. The date
will be announced at a later time.

Arrangements are entrusted to Bailey Funeral Home, 210 Main
St., Lancaster NH 03584. For more information or to send an on-
line condolence, please go to www.baileyth.net.

Laura Janice Carpenter Morin

Laura Janice Carpenter Morin, 88, of Lake Road, Lunenburg,
Vt., passed away early Thursday morning, Dec. 9, 2021, after a
time of failing health.

Laura was born in Barre, Vt. on April 11, 1933, the daughter of
George and Florence (Magoon) Carpenter. She was a graduate of
Spaulding High School in Barre.

Laura worked as an LNA in both private and public care. She
was employed for many years at Weeks
Medical Center, Lancaster, and also
worked at various hospitals in Florida.
She was a Communicant of the Gate of
Heaven Parish and enjoyed an active so-
cial life with friends.

Surviving family members include her
daughters, Cheryl Morin Stearns of Da-
vidson, N.C., Sherry Morin Barton and
husband Henry of Ocala, Fla., Shelly
Hirn of Waxhaw, N.C., Launa Mo-
rin-Glover and husband Doug of Sugar
Hill, N.H; siblings, David Carpenter of
Cranston, R.I., Norman Carpenter of Jacksonville, Ark, Roberta
Buley of Rutland, Vt., Michael Carpenter of Swanton, Vt.; eight
grandchildren (Lauren, Patrick, Hannah, Jacob, Sage, Jordan, Al-
exa and Benjamin), one great-granddaughter (Eleanor), and sev-
eral nieces and nephews. She was predeceased by her husband
Albert “Bert” Morin and siblings Barbara Pliscotsky, George Car-
penter and Cynthia Peake.

Laura also leaves behind her treasured friend, Sylvia Doolan
and her loving sister-in-law, Sis MofTett.

There are no services at this time. A graveside service will be
held in the Spring in Calvary Cemetery, Lancaster. An announce-
ment will be made prior to.

Donations in lieu of flowers may be made in her memory to the
Tabernacle Society at the Gate of Heaven Parish.

Arrangements are entrusted to Bailey Funeral Home, 210 Main
St., Lancaster NH 03584. For more information or to send an on-
line condolence, please go to www.baileyfh.net.

Laura Morin
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Classifieds

It Pays to Advertise in the Classifieds! CALL 802-748-8121 or 1-800-523-6397 To Place Your Classified Ad

Help Wanted Help Wanted
200 200

Your Career,
Your Lifestyle,
Your Bonus!

Join our incredible team of Nurses! The staft at North Country
Hospital consists of a solid team of hard-working and dedicat-
ed professionals who not only provide exceptional care to our
patients and who also foster a cooperative and supportive work
environment unlike any other.

10,000 ... occou-

For experienced Maternal Child and ED Nurses

Fill out an application
at northcountryhospital.org/careers

*For external candidates - Payable over 24 months
Must have at least 2 years experience and currently licensed.

A North Country Hospital

Ay, \\here caring runs deep.
www.northcountryhospital.org

We rely on your suppert.
L@_@no_g_lﬁ_mﬁcogﬁ
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If you value the daily community coverage found in
The Caledonian-Record and The Orleans County Record,
consider a subscription. Support local journalism and get

complete access to all our stories, expanded digital

offerings, and an interactive E-edition today!

Visit www.caledonianrecord.com or call us
at 802.748.8121 or 800.523.6397

Become part of the solution to the driver shortage ...

RIVEE A SCHOOL BUS FOR

i, BERAY'S TRANSPORTATIoN

W.W. Berry’s Transportation is currently seeking Bus Drivers
(Trip & Spare with the possibility of becoming a route driver)
for the following locations:

NEW HAMPSHIRE
COLEBROOK
LITTLETON
GROVETON
BETHLEHEM
JEFFERSON
WHITEFIELD
'LANCASTER

LISBO!
DAL

REQUIREMENTS:

Must be at least 21 years old
Must have a GOOD driving record
Must be able to pass a physical exam

WE PAY  CDL Training and Testing Fees.
TO TRAIN! Medical exam & any other
INCLUDES: School Bus Endorsement Fees.

ALL INTERESTED APPLICANTS, PLEASE CONTACT
W.W. Berry’s Transportation

1149 Lancaster Rd. — Lancaster, NH 03584 — 603-636-6100
wwberrytransportation@outlook.com

Wood For Sale

Wanted To Rent

Help Wanted

Loch Lomond Care Home looking
for caregivers. Hours are flexible
anywhere from 8 to 32 hours per
week. Days, nights and weekends.
Contact Becky at 802-535-8886

Automobiles Used

720

2004 Honda Accord Coupe Type R
23 L 4 cyl. Runs good, inspected
thru Dec. Needs rocker panels and
exhaust work. Well maintained with
records. Heated leather seats, moon
roof, spoiler. Great parts car. $500.00
802-626-9659 or 802-272-2641

696

Retired university Dean, non-smoker,
non-drinker, quiet, laid back, seeks
furnished housing within a half hour
of Lisbon, N.H. Call or text Dan at
337-296-4000.

Perhaps it's time to think about advertising
in our help wanted section.
Your ideal candidate is probably one of the 30,000 people
that read our classified section every week.

Contact our classifieds’ sales department today,
at 802-748-8121, or adv@caledonianrecord.com.
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ture in another part of the state
that we have proposed, the cost
to New Hampshire will be high
both environmentally and eco-
nomically. This project continues
to be of vital importance to New
Hampshire’s health and environ-
mental safety infrastructure, and
we intend to see it through to
completion.”

A growing number of residents,
though, are arguing that landfills
in the Granite State would have
more capacity if less out-of-state
waste was brought into New
Hampshire, and it is no sure thing
that disposal costs would increase
if there is no landfill in Dalton.

On Monday, Eliot Wessler, a
Whitefield resident and secretary
of the North Country Alliance for
Balanced Change, a group op-
posed to the proposed landfill site,
said it’s currently unclear what
Casella’s application withdrawal
means, but it seems to imply that
the company will not meet DES’s
deadline and its self-imposed
deadline for filing the amended
application, and Casella is looking
for more time.

The hope is that more time will
allow Dalton’s wetlands scientist
to do more geomorphological
analysis on the site, said Wessler.

“For a long time, they had re-
fused to permit him to have access
on the site during the growing
season, which is exactly the time
he needs to do inventory to de-
termine impacts on wetlands and
vernal pools,” said Wessler. “An-
other thing that caught my eye is
John Casella seems to be saying,
‘we have your input already and
we’re going to get more input, and
this gives us a chance to get more
input and we’ll consider it.” I don’t
see how Casella couldn’t interpret
the input that they’ve already got-
ten, that there’s massive opposi-
tion, not only in Dalton, but in the
surrounding communities where
the impacts will be the greatest.”

Syncing up applications for en-
vironmental regulators is not un-
reasonable, but it’s wrong to focus
just on the first phase of wetlands
impacts when there will be mul-
tiple phases of landfill expansion
with broader impacts, he said.

“There’s no question that this is
going to be a multi-phased project
and therefore making a decision
as to whether it’s a viable and
worthwhile project,” said Wessler.
“Good for the residents of New
Hampshire on the basis of phase
one alone is nuts.”
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CROSSTOWN MOTORS SERVICE SPECIALS

ARE WINTER TIRES IN YOUR FUTURE? ACT NOW!

Suppliers are predicting demand may outpace availability. Place your orders today!

Act Now and Save!

Mount & Balance s 1 9 9 9

DECEMBER

SPECIAL
SAVINGS

Four Wheel Alignment e

Most makes/Most models parts extra as needed.. One coupon per transaction. Must present coupon at time of appointment.
Expires 12/31/21.
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4 Tires + Nitrogen Fill +
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oo

@ Jeep @n‘un

| |
1 L 1 L
. Wlnterlzatlon -~ NH State -
0 : \l W S 1 : ! S
‘it Special Inspectlon
<
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-
o : Protection, Brake Fluid : : DECEMBER
. Moisture Content, Air & = SPECIAL
" gaII:‘T"I::Iters, Wiper Blades N SAVINGS
o] | . 11
g 1 . ”;i’ - Valid only at B Valid onl\:ﬂymﬁn‘ 1
g \ Most makes/Most models. One coupon per transaction. Must present coupon at time of ROSSTOWﬁ - ST !
1 apopointment. Expires12}31/21. i ' I d @ Jeep “5'::’.'1 B B pags or fail, see advisor for details. Must present coupon at time of appointment. Expires 12/31/21. @ Jeep ﬂnm- ]

Coronavirus (Covid-19) — Your health and safety is our top priority.

« Easy scheduling of service appointments by phone or online

Call today to schedule an appointment.

Our Service Department is fully open. Please
contact us today to schedule an appointment. Our
Sales Showroom is open, but you can also shop

* Meeting you outside of the dealership to accept your vehicle

for service

« All surfaces will be carefully wiped down after service has

been performed

* Our waiting areas have seating over 6 feet apart

* We can leave your vehicle outside of the dealership for you
to pick up

by phone or online and we are offering curbside
delivery to your home or work. Whatever is best
and most convenient for you.

SerVIce Adwsor
Tori Enderson

Servnce Advisor
Joe Monahan

AUTOSAVER'/G%I% Call 603-444'7771
c ROSSTOWN Email Us: service@crosstownmotors.net

HOURS OF OPERATION: X l
CHRYStER_ D D /

all makes
Monday-Friday 7:00AM-6:00PMm .

(@BT) Jeep @ I Y- Y and models

650 Meadow St - Rte. 302 . Littleton, NH

Service Manager
Kevin Roy

(M rartse @w” -
AUTOSAVER
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Book your service appointment online, any time at crosstownmotors.net




