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Sailcloth Tent~High Peak Tent~Traditional Style Tent~Frame Tent~Farm Tables~Round Tables~Banquet Tables

Wood Chairs~Resin Chairs~Plastic Chairs~Bar Tables~Dancefloors~Lighting~Linens~Tent Heaters

www.scenictents.com
Joe: 802-535-2599

Kaytlin: 802-272-9563
scenic.tents.vt@gmail.com

Lyndonville, Vermont
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The ideal venue for the quintessential Vermont wedding. Acres 
of lush mowed fields, cozy lodging for your wedding party, 
family & friends and a spectacular view of Burke Mountain.
We offer intimate indoor and larger outdoor ceremony and 
reception options, vintage furnishings, unique decor, and 

authentic Vermont scenery. A variety of packages are offered 
to fit your style, needs and budget.

Now Booking 2023 Dates
www.kingdomfarmlodge.com • 802.535.8157
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Victoria and Matthew Atwood have one of 
those stories that’s too cute to be true – but it is!

The couple, she’s 27 and he’s 28, met at Hazen 
Union’s Homecoming Dance in 2009!

Victoria shared, “I was in 8th grade. We be-
came best friends at that point. Eventually, we 
did date. We were together until my sophomore 
year in high school! He graduated that year and 
we went our separate ways for years. We re-
connected in 2016 and have been together ever 
since!”

Matthew was a sophomore at the time, and 
Victoria was still attending the Walden School, 
but she was getting ready to transfer to Hazen, 
and a mutual friend introduced them. That friend, 
Taylor, was one of Victoria’s bridesmaids in their 
wedding last year.

Though she was in 8th grade, Matthew was 
not her first crush, confessed Victoria, “I was in-

terested in boys very early!”
“He was dancing with some of the girls that 

I was dancing with,” she recalled of that dance 
from so long ago. “I ended up dancing with him 
and we spent the whole time dancing and I didn’t 

even learn his name until the end.”
That fateful dance and meeting was in Octo-

ber, and the pair began dating in March. Victoria 
had transferred to Hazen as planned not long af-
ter they met at the dance, she said.

They dated for a while, but then went their 
separate ways.

The Reconnect
“During that time of being apart, he went a lit-

tle wild child, he dated all around,” said Victoria 
with a chuckle. She, on the other hand, ended up 
dating someone for four years.

“I, on the other hand did another long-term re-
lationship for about four years, and somewhere 
in that time, Matthew figured out we needed to be 
back together, he knew it … he was on it, and he 
was just kind of biding his time,” said Victoria.

She said, “When I broke up with my new boy-
friend, he came a callin’!”

After high school, Matthew had gone off to 
college, then returned to the area after a year. 
Victoria had remained close with his family, in-
cluding his much-younger little sister, who is 12 
years younger than him. Through the years they 
were apart, they would bump into each other in 
the area from time to time.

Shopping for wedding gowns and planning a 
wedding during the pandemic was not so fun, 
with restrictions on how many people Victoria 
was allowed to bring dress shopping, etc. They 
had to do things a little differently as they em-
barked on their plans to marry.

The couple rent a sugar-bush and Matthew 

- -     WWW.MOHAWKFALLS.COM  

Mohawk Falls beautiful 
post and beam pavilion  

accommodates up to 200 
guests with stunning 

grounds for ceremonies, 
cocktail hour and photos. 

Our pond, water side  
gazebo, carefully tended 

gardens and  
waterfall makes this a 

unique venue with endless 
photo opportunities. 

After She Broke Up 
With A ‘New Boyfriend,’ 

Matthew ‘Came A Callin’!’

Victoria And Matthew Met At A School Dance

Victoria and Matthew Atwood were married on June 25th, 2022. (Courtesy Photo)

Dance continues on 5  

BY AMY ASH NIXON
Staff Writer
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Wedding

Contact us at:
info@stjdistillery
.com for booking

inquiries

(802) 424-1146 • stjdistillery.com 74 Eastern Avenue • St. Johnsbury, VT

Off-site catering &
bartending available for

weddings
Full craft cocktail bar and

food catering options
Custom packages to fit

your needs

Bridal Showers,
Rehearsal Dinners, Catering,
& Other Special Occasions

Services

Victoria and Matthew Atwood were 
married on June 25th, 2022, and 
arrived via horse-drawn buggy. 
He proposed in their leased sug-
ar-bush, dropping to both knees 
because he was wearing snow-
shoes! (Courtesy Photos)

ended up proposing to Victo-
ria in the sugar-bush, dropping 
to both knees because he was 
wearing snowshoes (they both 
were!) to offer her the ring and 
his promise for a lifetime to-
gether.

“The proposal was perfect! 
One of the first decisions we 
made as a couple was to lease 
a sugar-bush. We have both al-
ways loved sugaring and dream 
of making our own syrup some-
day,” shared Victoria, add-
ing, “For now, we just sell the 
sap from the small woods we 
lease. We were tapping trees on 
March 1, 2020, when I needed 
to replace a chewed drop line. 
I thought he was reaching into 
the backpack to get me a new 
drop-line, but when I turned 
around, he was down on both 
knees (because one knee wasn’t 
an option with snowshoes on), 
with the most perfect ruby en-
gagement ring!”

The proposal happened at 
the exact moment in time when 
word of the new deadly virus 

was being reported in far-off 
countries. Soon, a pandemic 
would be declared.

Victoria recalled, “We 
still didn’t really know about 
COVID at that point but we 
had already decided on a long 
engagement.”

The Perfect Location
“The planning was super 

smooth! We had amazing fam-
ily and friends there to support 
us and celebrate each step of 
the way. I have always wanted 
a church wedding, in the church 
I grew up in, so that was an easy 
decision,” said Victoria.

She said, “The reception 
was a lot harder to pick a loca-
tion for! My guest list was 300 
people and I did NOT want a 
curfew! It finally dawned on 
us that his Uncle Butch’s sug-
ar house was the perfect spot. 
It’s right next to the woods we 
lease (where he proposed), and 
it was Uncle Butch who got us 
that lease!”

“Plus, it was right up the 
road from the church. The rest 
of the planning went perfectly 
from there. Every part of our 
big day was absolutely perfect 
and all that I could have asked 

for,” said Victoria. “Of course 
there were minor details that 
got missed or messed up but 
our amazing family and friends 
made sure that we didn’t notice 
a thing! I will never be able 
to thank everyone enough for 
making sure our dreams came 
true!”

Victoria’s aunt performed 
the ceremony for them and her 
mother’s best friends performed 
a tying the knot ritual, which 
Victoria described as “kind of 
a mini-ceremony within the 
ceremony.” Her dad arranged 
for the horse-drawn carriage to 
bring them to the reception, and 
Victoria got ready for her wed-
ding at her great-grandmother’s 
house in Greensboro, a place 
dear to her heart.

Her main piece of advice for 
couples planning a wedding: 
“To not get hung up on the little 
details. The day comes, you just 
want to enjoy it, and if you’re 
nit-picking, it’s not going to be 
fun.”

Victoria and Matthew At-
wood became husband and wife 
on June 25th, 2022. The couple 
makes their home in Walden.

Dance
Continued from Page 4
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1901 Main St., Bethlehem, NH • 603.869.5745
golfbethlehem@gmail.com • bethlehemcountryclub.com

SScceenniicc
CChhaarrmmiinngg
WWeellccoommiinngg
HHiissttoorriicc......

EEnnhhaannccee  YYoouurr  WWeeddddiinngg  EExxppeerriieennccee  
WWiitthh......

BBaacchheelloorreettttee  CChhaammppaaggnnee  TTeeee  TTiimmee
RReehheeaarrssaall  DDiinnnneerr  wwiitthh  WWeeddddiinngg  PPaarrttyy  GGoollff  

FFaammiillyy  GGoollff  CCeelleebbrraattiioonnss
NNeewwllyywweedd  GGoollff WWeeeekkeennddss  aanndd  mmoorree

info.allaroundrental.com

802-748-7841
www.allaroundrental.com

Route 5 North, St. Johnsbury, VT

A Great Reception Begins 
With The Perfect Tent!

We will work with you to choose exactly the 
right supplies for your wedding.

Tents • Tables • Chairs • Dance Floors • Grills • Party Supplies 

OPEN: Monday-Friday -  Saturday 
8-  •

ASK ABOUT OUR COMPLETE TENT PACKAGES!

Partnering all-inclusive celebratory ease with 
a stunning Northeast Kingdom view makes for 
wedded bliss on the mountain.

Past couples testify to that in post-event re-
views, and future couples are counting on it as 
the summertime wedding calendar fills up fast 
and weddings are already booked into 2025.

“Burke was the wedding of my dreams,” said 
a new spouse in an online review beneath a five-
star rating.

Susan Scheibenpflug, director of sales at 
Burke Mountain Resort, said the mountainside 
resort with a spectacular view of Willoughby 
Gap is a popular place for couples to wed; it’s 
not unusual for the resort to hold three weddings 
over the course of a single summer weekend. The 
average number of weddings held per month at 
Burke Mountain in the summer is eight.

“The great part of our resort is everything is 
included,” she said. “Everything is in one spot; 

the guests come, they park their cars and there’s 
no need to leave.”

Warmer-months weddings are most popular at 
the mountain. Couples usually choose an outdoor 
marriage ceremony location further up the moun-
tain from the resort overlooking the valley below 
and to the north where Mount Pisgah and Mount 
Hor frame the Willoughby Gap.

The resort offers indoor wedding space in its 
large two-story day lodge looking toward the 
Gap. The reception parties happen in the resort’s 
grand ballroom, which offers walls of windows 
on three sides - a feature guests appreciate, said 
Scheibenpflug. Spacious onsite hotel rooms are 
available for overnight guests.

She said the resort hosts weddings big and 
small. “We’ve done elopements and all the way 
up to the ballroom capacity (220 people).”

Resort staff work with the couples on the 
plans, and an onsite coordinator provides event 
support and guidance. The goal, said Scheiben-
pflug, is to make the Burke Mountain wedding 
experience as smooth and stress-free as possible.

BY DANA GRAY
Staff Writer

Full Service, Stunning View Make For 
Wedded Bliss On Burke Mountain

All is set for an outdoor wedding on Burke Mountain with a view of Willoughby Gap as 
the backdrop. (Contributed Photo) Burke continues on 7  
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485 Lafayette Street, St. Johnsbury, VT • 802-748-3964
www.framingformat.com

• Conservation Framing For Your
Wedding Photos

• Shadow Boxes for Wedding Keepsakes
• Signature Mats & Frames

• Gift Certificates

The Framing Format

370 RAILROAD ST., ST. JOHNSBURY, VT
802-748-2423

OPEN 
DAILY Fred & Robin Little, Owners

mooseriverlakeandlodgestore.commooseriverlakeandlodgestore.com

Diamonds
Wedding Bands

f Gift Registry
f Pendleton Blankets
f April Cornell Linens For Your

Table
f Pillows f Rugs
f Wooden Ware   f Pottery
f Select The Perfect Wine or

Champagne For Your Wedding
(Volume Discounts)

f Wedding Fashions

ABOVE: The Burke Moun-
tain Resort & Hotel day 
lodge is set for a an event. 
LEFT: The Burke Mountain 
Resort & Hotel day lodge 
deck features Willoughby 
Gap as the backdrop. (Con-
tributed Photos)

For bride “Chelsea C,” the 
goal was met. “Working with 
them to plan and coordinate 
was extremely easy, helpful, 
and they were quickly respon-
sive with any questions, re-
quests, or feedback,” she wrote.

Vendors supporting the cere-
mony and celebration are guid-
ed by the coordinator. The re-
sort helps the couple by offering 
a preferred list of local vendors. 
The coordination and prepa-
ration makes all the difference 
on wedding day, said Schei-
benpflug. “Everything is here 
for (the couples) when they get 
here … they do not have to do 
anything once they’re here.”

Wedding guests who stay 
at the hotel can experience 
mountainside attractions at a 
discount. Taking advantage of 
that opportunity recently at a 
New Year’s Day wedding were 
guests who hit the slopes on 

skis.
Couples from the local area 

and those from further away 
book their weddings at Burke. 
Scheibenpflug said many come 
from the Boston area, and the 
resort is seeing a lot of cou-
ples from the Burlington area. 
It’s the beauty of the place that 
draws them, she said. “People 
love the views here.”

Costs vary based on the range 
of services couples choose, the 
wedding date and the number of 
people, but Scheibenpflug said 
the expense is “reasonable.”

“We have a package to fit any 
reasonable budget,” she said.

Scheibenpflug said weddings 
are being booked two years out, 
but there are still summertime 
weekend openings for this sum-
mer.

Consider Burke Mountain 
for a destination wedding by 
providing some basic details 
online at https://www.skiburke.
com/visit-burke/groups/wed-
dings/

Burke
Continued from Page 6
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Buffet Meals
Choose from our set meals, or custom design your own.

SPECIAL EVENTS

CATERING
Now booking for summer/fall 2023!

Grazing Tables
A necessity for any cocktail hour or lite-fare event!

Bar Service
Beer, wine, and signature cocktails served by our
wonderful team of licensed bartenders.

Dining Room Rentals
Let us host your private party of 20-40 people!

threepondsvt@gmail.com
802-227-3300

11 Route 2E
Danville, VT

threepondsvt.com
Social: @threepondsvt

Every wedding has a vibe.
Three Ponds Catering in Danville is there 

to help that vibe be memorable, full of yum-
my-ness and delivered with a casual-elegance.

“We strive for food that is obviously deli-
cious but also very approachable and then pre-
sented in a beautiful way,” said co-owner Anna 
Berg.

Three Ponds Catering is part of the well-
known “Three Ponds” restaurant on Route 2 in 
Danville Village.

But it’s not a cookie-cutter catering service.
Berg and co-owner Caleb Clark personally 

oversee the entire operation from food gather-
ing and preparation to serving it all at wedding 
receptions and rehearsal dinners.

“We’re very much hands-on owners,” said 
Clark.

They start the catering process with some 
basic menus and then work with clients to 
build it into something more personalized for 
that special day.

“Just to sort of get the conversation going 
and get an idea of what options are available,” 

said Berg. “We sort of start from there, build-
ing the menu.”

Three Ponds restaurant is known for its 
specialty sandwiches. But that’s not all that’s 
available for weddings. 

You can also order buffet-style food layouts.
“We do have a few different set menus that 

we’ll offer for wedding catering which ranges 
from your traditional beef, chicken and veggie 
options and we can also do more of a barbecue 
style,” said Berg. “We’ll let our clients kind 
of design the menu. And we can kind of offer 
whatever folks want.”

Much of the Three Ponds food and ingredi-
ents come directly from the local area.

“The vibe of our events - being very Ver-
mont focused - is that our food is also very 
locally focused,” said Berg. “We’re able to 
source from so many local farms so that’s defi-
nitely a big aspect of the catering that we do.”

Three Ponds catering also offers bartend-
ing for weddings and will even rent out their 
restaurant dining room for special events.

You can connect with Three Ponds Catering 
at: www.threepondsvt.com, by email at three-
pondsvt@gmail.com or by phone at 802-227-
3300.

BY TODD WELLINGTON
Staff Writer

The Casual Elegance Of Three Ponds Catering

Photos 
Courtesy 
Of Three 
Ponds
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For reservation and catering details please contact us
at info@taproomandtable.com
397 Railroad St. in downtown St. Johnsbury, VT 05819
www.kingdomtaproom.com

For weddings, flowers provide countless oppor-
tunities for creativity.

One florist in St. Johnsbury highlighted her 
shop’s offerings and what 
people need to know to 
prepare for that special day.

Wreathes, corsages, 
boutonnieres, gables, 
arches, venue decorations, 
and a near-infinite vari-
ety of flowers — the St. 
Johnsbury-based Artistic 
Gardens has them all, and 
more, as well as access 
to wholesalers across the 
globe.

Flower varieties depend 
on the time of year.

“There’s a lot because we just don’t deal with 
local stuff,” said Artistic Gardens owner Sue 
Taylor. “You’ve got things from South America, 
Ecuador and Colombia, like roses, alstroemerias, 
and lilies. And California has your larkspur, hy-
drangea, and ranunculus. There are tulips from 
Holland, plus other novelty flowers from Holland. 

And then there are the regular chrysanthemums, 
mini-carns, dianthus, and all of that. They come 
from everywhere. We just call the wholesaler and 
he gets them for us. A lot of times, I get my roses 
direct from a grower in Ecuador.”

Advance planning is critical.
Those seeking flowers 

are encouraged to give 
Taylor about four months 
to procure them, although 
she has done it on a much 
shorter time frame when 
able to.

“Some people do it six 
months to almost a year in 
advance, which is wonder-
ful because you don’t have 
to rush, “she said. “Certain 
times of the year we are re-
ally busy, like Valentine’s 
Day and Mother’s Day.”

Wholesalers can get 
flowers about two months in advance, as long as 
they have time to ensure that the grower and bro-
ker are lined up.

“Eight weeks is good, four weeks is better,” 
said Taylor. “The more particular you are, the 

BY ROBERT BLECHL
Staff Writer

All You Need To Know About Flowers For Your Day

Preparing flowers for a wedding. (Photo contributed by Artistic Gardens)

Flowers continues on 10  

Wedding bouquet. (Photo contribut-
ed by Artistic Gardens)
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Wedding bouquets. (Photo contributed by Artistic Gardens)

A bride carries her Lily of the Valley bouquet before her wedding. (Photo contributed by 
Artistic Gardens)

more time you need. If you just 
want pink roses, not a problem”

But if someone wants a spe-
cific variety of pink roses, like 
rosita vendela, for example, they 
have to be ordered so they can 
be cut when they’re ready to be 
cut.

“When you’re very specific, 
it’s a lot more work for them,” 
said Taylor.

And if someone wants to 
match a flower to a color of 
clothing, such as a tie, Taylor 
suggests that they bring in a 
swatch of the men’s tie or the 
tie itself and say this is the color 
they want the roses to match.

“You would send it off to the 
wholesaler and he would find 
which rose matches the clothes,” 
she said.

Artistic Gardens delivers 
most of its wedding flowers 
usually within an hour’s drive 
or less, in a big circle south to 
Fairlee and north to Newport 
and east to the Whitefield area.

While weddings during the 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, and 

New Year’s holiday seasons 
were more common years ago, 
today the high season for when 
Taylor’s business does the most 
weddings is summer, and ex-
tending from late spring to late 
autumn.

“We go right into late fall, but 
then the holiday season and ear-
ly spring is kind of quiet,” said 
Taylor.

Her business does between 17 
and 23 weddings a year, about 
one a week during the season.

She finds that most people 
like the outdoor venues and 
said the Northeast Kingdom and 
North Country, with their views, 
have some gorgeous outdoor 
weddings.

“It’s a great place to get mar-
ried up here, that’s for sure,” 
said Taylor. “And it’s a lot more 
affordable than other areas. Girls 
coming up from Massachusetts 
and Connecticut are just as-
tounded we are so less expen-
sive, the flowers, the reception, 
the meals, everything. It’s just 
so much more affordable for 
them.”

Venues run the gamut and 
include the Tempson Barn in 

Lyndonville, the Mountain View 
Grand in Whitefield, and a num-
ber in Sugar Hill.

“There’s some nice places,” 
said Taylor. “Some are really 
pretty and have nice views.”

Like flowers, choosing a ven-
ue has near-unlimited opportu-
nities for creativity, and in addi-
tion to the popular places, brides 
and grooms have the freedom to 
get off the beaten path.

“They tell you to think out-
side of the box to find spots for 
weddings,” said Taylor. “It’s 
amazing what people do some-
times. I’m really impressed.”

Some local flowers shops:
* All About Flowers, St. 

Johnsbury: 802-748-5656, 
www.allaboutflowersvt.com.

* Artistic Gardens, St. Johns-
bury: 802-748-5646, staylor@
artisticgardens.com.

* Mountain Roots Farm, 
Bethlehem: 603-686-0296, 
mountainrootsfarm@gmail.
com.

* Cherry Blossom Floral De-
sign, Littleton: 603-444-1015, 
info@cherryblossomfloral.com.

* Kingdom Floral Designs, 
Newport: 802-334-8330.

Flowers
Continued from Page 9
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1 Fairgrounds Rd. • PO Box 343 • Lyndonville, VT 05851
CONTACT: Dick Lawrence at 802-626-5917

Ample Parking

60’ x 80’ 
Structure 

Clean Facilities

Reception

Surprisingly
Affordable!

CONTACT: Larry Ruggles at 802-274-2478

EAST BURKE — The Kingdom Farm Lodge 
offers a special Vermont wedding experience.

Unique and authentic, the venue is a convert-
ed farmhouse and post-and-beam barn set in the 
heart of the beautiful Northeast Kingdom, with a 
sweeping view of Burke Mountain and the pas-
toral countryside.

“If you love the idyllic Vermont scenery, se-
renity and sunsets, The Kingdom Farm Lodge is 
the best option,” said co-owner Jessi Hudson.

Located close by the Kingdom Trails Associ-
ation mountain bike trail network, and in close 
proximity to some of the best outdoor recreation 
in New England, Kingdom Farm Lodge is an 
ideal place for hikers, bikers, climbers, kayakers, 
skiers, and more to exchange vows.

“If you’re an outdoor enthusiast or mountain 
biker looking for the ideal nuptial location, this 
venue is perfect,” Hudson said. “The Lodge has 
a history of catering to mountain bikers and is 
located along the KTA trail system for an epic 
pre and post wedding ride. Kingdom Farm offers 
a variety of wedding packages — from simple 
and affordable options to a complete venue with 
a full weekend stay with enough lodging for fam-
ily and friends.”

The one-time farm has been in Hudson’s fam-
ily for over a century.

Her great-grandparents purchased the home-
stead in 1913 and her grandfather was born there 
in 1920. He raised livestock for decades and lived 
on the site his entire life, until his death in 2008.

Hudson took over the property in 2013.
It’s a special place for her, especially the 

200-year-old cattle barn that was converted into 
an eight-room lodge.

“We raised cattle until my teenage years when 
my grandfather became too old to continue 
farming. I spent my childhood both playing and 
working in that barn and the building is very sen-
timental to me,” she said.

She and her husband, Eric, have deep roots in 
the region.

Both of their families have been in Vermont 
for over six generations, both were born and 
raised in the area (Eric in Concord), and both 
have forged strong personal and professional re-
lationships locally (Jessi is the Social Emotional 
Learning Coordinator at Waterford School, Eric 
is a self-employed builder).

They also have a passion for mountain biking 
and business.

Fueled by those twin interests and a love for 
the Northeast Kingdom, they renovated the cattle 
barn and co-founded the Kingdom Farm Lodge 
to host visiting Kingdom Trails cyclists.

“Originally, I had a vision of creating a hostel 

for mountain bikers coming to the area. The feed-
back that I received showed that the NEK wasn’t 
quite ready for that sort of establishment and so 
we decided to change our business plan to create 
a community style Lodging experience instead. 
That idea was embraced. After all, the guests 
were all going to be there for the same reason 
and we were correct in thinking that they would 
enjoy the camaraderie of other mountain bikers,” 
Hudson said.

In a short time, Kingdom Farm Lodge estab-
lished itself as part of the local outdoor recreation 
and mountain biking economy.

“The popularity of Kingdom Trails is our life 
line. The creation of the mountain bike trails has 
enhanced tourism in the area and provided some 
of us locals with a creative form of income,” 
Hudson said.

Kingdom Farm Lodge was hit hard by the pan-
demic.

The business limped through 2020 and 2021 
at 40 percent capacity. Because it had no paid 
employees, it wasn’t eligible for COVID relief 
funds.

Then, when pandemic restrictions eased, infla-
tion hit.

“I hadn’t gotten back on my feet after COVID 
when prices of goods skyrocketed. It became 
obvious that it was unrealistic to carry on as I 
had been. It was obvious that prices needed to 
increase significantly and/or the business model 
needed to change,” Hudson said.

Faced with those challenges, the business 
evolved.

Hudson and her husband have made improve-
ments and positioned Kingdom Farm Lodge as a 
unique wedding venue.

“The first wedding that we hosted was actually 
that of our daughter’s. It turned out beautifully 
but we have definitely learned a lot and made 
changes since then,” Hudson said. “We created a 
large grassy area, large enough for any size wed-
ding tent, and acquired an ample parking area. 
We also renovated the main level of the Horse 
Barn into a lovely cocktail area called the Horse 
Trough. The numerous weddings that we’ve 
hosted since, have been great successes and have 
convinced us that KFL is a wedding venue that 
will be coveted by others in the future.”

Kingdom Farm Lodge will continue to serve 
outdoor enthusiasts as well, with single rooms 
available for a two-night minimum, but the 
Hudsons see growth potential in weddings, and 
believe they can offer couples a magical expe-
rience.

“We have been running solely as an inn for 
the last nine years while hosting an average of 
one wedding per year. Due to guest feedback 
and positive reviews, we really feel as though 
we have a special [wedding] venue at Kingdom 

BY PAUL HAYES
Staff Writer

Kingdom Farm Lodge Offers An 
Authentic, Unique Wedding Experience

Kingdom Farm Lodge (Courtesy Photo)

Farm continues on 15  
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THE ALERIN BARN
A Classic New England Wedding and Events

Destination

1838 Spaulding Road • St. Johnsbury, VT

880022..774488..33441177

www.thealerinbarn.com St. Johnsbury • 802-748-2045 • www.beginrealty.com

Start your
search here.

Fall in love with a New Home!
Start your search with a Begin Realty agent.

Call or email us today.

ABOVE: Their beautiful kids. 
Mason (13) trying his best 
with the sun blinding him. 
Warren (2) mid-sneeze. 
Lenyx (8) the only time she 
wasn’t interested in having 
her picture done. RIGHT: 
Sara and Jeremy Broe on 
their wedding day; this is 
one of their favorite photos 
captured by the photogra-
pher. (Courtesy Photos)

Sara and Jeremy Broe didn’t meet by accident.
Good friends of the couple got up to some 

matchmaking, and ended hosting a dinner party 
where the pair met without knowing the table 
was set with more than just the food.

“We were offered to be set up, and we both 
were like, ‘Oh no, we’re not interested in being 
set up,’” Sara shared about how the couple - who 
live on Jeremy’s family’s property at the Vermont 
Reindeer Farm - first met one another.

She said, “We were invited to dinner under the 
guise that it was just going to be my friend and 
her fiancé.”

“He also got tricked into going over for din-
ner!”

Sara’s friend’s intuition about Jeremy being 
the guy for her turned out to be spot-on.

“We ended up being there and after that we 
made plans and probably against my better judg-
ment, I let him take me to his family’s farm … 
at night … in the woods … in the dark!” Sara 
shared. She said she already knew that Jeremy 
was a teacher at the local high school’s building 
trades program, and his reputation for being a 
good guy worth getting to know preceded him; 
she wasn’t worried about him being a serial killer 
despite the ominous setting and time of day for 
their first solo date, she shared with a laugh!

Sara said, “I figured I was in safe hands since 

we were set up by friends,” plus, knowing his 
responsible job in the community as a respect-
ed teacher, she said, “he can’t be a serial killer,” 
she thought. She soon learned the couple, who 
each came into the relationship with a child from 
previous relationships, shared values and things 
quickly became serious.

Joining Families
Sara and Jeremy now have three children, in-

cluding Mason, 13, Lenyx, 8, and the son they 
now have together, their youngest, 2-year-old 
Warren, who was born on Sara’s birthday.

On Warren’s first birthday, just before the clock 
struck midnight (Sara has never really liked her 
own birthday but now that she shares it with her 
son, it’s more special, she shared), Jeremy finally 
got around to proposing to her, she said. It was 
11:58 p.m. when he proposed.

The couple met in the summer of 2017 and 
were married in June of 2022.

“It took him only five years to propose!” said 
Sara. She said when Jeremy invited her to move 
in with him, onto the Broe family land that has 
been in his family for generations, giving up her 
little apartment, she was hesitant, in case “things 
go south,” but they did not.

Sara, who is 27, and Jeremy, who will be 38 
in February, have made a life together that they 
love, and are raising three beautiful kids together, 
she shared.

Of Jeremy’s strike of midnight proposal on 
her 25th birthday, she said, “It was not anything 
big or exaggerated, but it was sweet, and he’s got 
very good taste in jewelry!”

Planning The Ceremony
The couple were married on the Broe family 

land, upon which her in-laws operate the beloved 
Vermont Reindeer Farm. She said her mother-in-

Bride’s Advice: 
Delegate, And Keep 
Wedding Party Small

A Couple Happily Tricked Into Matchmaking Snare

BY AMY ASH NIXON
Staff Writer

Match continues on 13  
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&White Mountain

ChaletCaterers
161 East Milan Rd., Berlin, NH 03570
Custom Food for any Occasion

Use our beautiful banquet facility with seating for 350
or catering at any location of your choice.

Booking now for 20  and 202
Very reasonable meal prices proudly listed on my website...

www.chaletcaterers.com
• Owner Chef Cordon Bleu graduate 
• Owner/Chef for 36 years
• Over 4000 Wedding Receptions Successfully Catered
• Custom food for any occasion from 50 to 5000.
• View our menus and prices at: www.chaletcaterers.com
• Experienced, uniformed, attentive waitstaff with all events.
• Fully air conditioned
• Huge Dance Floor
• Final menu and guest count not needed until the week of the event.
• Call today for a free consultation with owner Chef and wedding coordinator
• Facility includes all china, stemware, silverware, chair covers, linens,

bartenders (with liquor liability insurance), inside and outside ceremony
area along our brook.(We usually can get you in a day or two early to
decorate any way YOU like! We set up and clean up!)

Celebrations of life, fully catered at any location you select.
Packages available with FREE China and Silverware. Specials

available for all types of events. Wedding Receptions,
Anniversaries, Christmas Parties, Birthday Parties.

Email our chef at murraylt@together.net or call him anytime at
603-752-5517 to discuss your event or arrange a meeting.

Owner Chef will answer your call! And answer all questions, anytime! 1501460 State Farm, Bloomington, IL

Wedding
bells?
Give me
a ring.

Brett J Gale, Agent
1033 Broad Street
Lyndonville, VT 05851
Bus: 802-626-8651
brett@brettgaleinsurance.com

I can help.
Newly married? Make
sure your new life
together – your car,
your home and your
future – are protected.

GIVE ME A CALL TODAY.

YOUR WEDDING ~ YOUR VISION
YOUR STYLE

Call us today to schedule your complimentary
wedding consultation.

Premium fresh flowers and
upscale design artistry make

your wedding day
unforgettable.

Artistic
Gardens
Flower Shop

1320 Rabbit Plain
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

802-748-5646
flowershop@artisticgardens.com

www.artisticgardensvt.com
Mention this ad and get a

FREE TOSS BOUQUET
with your flowers!

ABOVE: Left to right: Groomsmen: 
Jeremy Brainard, Jesse Ranslow, 
Bo Naramore, Jeff Charland, Derek 
Charland, Mike Quiron, Justin Broe, 
John Broe, Travis Rollins. Ring bear-
er: Mason Jeremy and Sara (bride 
and groom). Flower girls Emily and 
Lenyx. Bridesmaids: Kassy Harmon, 
Aliza Lafontaine, Jayde Furlow, Katie 
Furlow, Sam Stanhope, Brooke Whit-
temore, Courtney Columbia, Mari-
ah Irons, Lisandra Santiago. RIGHT: 
Sara and Jeremy Broe’s first dance 
on their wedding day last year.  (Cour-
tesy Photos)

law, Pauline Broe, was incredibly helpful with 
the wedding planning, tending to all the edibles, 
which was a huge contribution. Other family and 
friends also assisted the couple with pieces of 
the planning, and Sara’s main advice to couples 
planning a wedding is this one word: delegate.

Jeremy built a pavilion for shade for the big 
day, and it was good he had, it was a very hot day, 
June 25, 2022.

“I always wanted to be a June bride,” said 
Sara, saying they chose a date in late June so that 
they would be safely past any snow day makeups 
for the kids’ school schedules, as well as Jere-
my’s as a teacher.

She had given Jeremy a choice of June 18 or 
25 and immediately chose the 25th; the couple 
are big softball players and his number is 52, and 
hers is the reverse of her husband’s numbers, 25, 
she said. Jeremy chose the 25th because of that, 
saying, “I’ll be able to remember it easier!”

The couple had a guest list that topped 300, 
and not everyone could make it, but many did, 
with lots of people traveling far to attend their 
special day.

“We had beautiful people surrounding us,” 
shared Sara, “We had so many friends and family 
come.”

The bride and groom each had 10 attendants!
“A softball team’s worth, I like to say!” said 

Sara. She has four sisters who she wanted to be 
part of her bridal party and they were. Her broth-
er Tyler also was with the family at the wedding, 
and as fate had it, he later passed away unexpect-
edly. Her wedding was the last day she saw him, 
sadly.

Sara said she comes from a “split home,” 
where she has two step parents, and having all of 
her family with her on her special day was really 
important, “I looked forward to having all of my 
family surrounding me in the same spot.”

“It was crazy planning, I don’t know if I’ll 
want to plan another wedding ever!” said Sara, 
“but I absolutely loved the outcome!”

The Little Details
The couple promised one another ahead of 

time that they would be polite when it came to 
feeding each other their first bite of their vanilla 
and strawberry filled wedding cake. “I was like, 
‘Oh, be careful with a white wedding dress!’ We 
had come to the agreement that neither of us 
would smoosh cake into each other’s face, none 
in his beard and none on my freshly-applied 
makeup!”

“I loved my dress!” shared Sara. “We had a lot 
of people that helped and everything before … it 
really showed us how many loved ones we have 
surrounding us.”

Of Sara’s advice to delegate, she said, “There 
are so many more details that you think when 
you’re getting into it. When you think you have 
accomplished something, you’re like, ‘oh, there 
are these five more things that I need to do … ’ 
My mother-in-law was gracious to take over the 
food, everything that went into people’s mouths, 
we had a big wedding party that helped with 
some of the DIY stuff. Delegating is the biggest 
one,” she said of her advice to couples now in 
the throes of planning weddings. “Don’t expect 
everything to be perfect. If you go into it thinking 
everything is going to be perfect, you’re going to 
be disappointed.”

One thing she learned is that keeping your 
wedding party smaller than a softball team might 
also be wise, “Keep your wedding party small,” 
she suggests. “It was a beautiful day, there are 
lots of happy faces in the pictures … a lot of peo-
ple stepped up and helped pull it off.”

Match
Continued from Page 12
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ST. JOHNSBURY — The Costco of wedding 
venues?

That’s the way Reverend Andrew Ponder Wil-
liams jokingly described the United Community 
Church’s wedding offerings; deeming the church 
as a “one-stop-shop” that includes clergy, staff, 
sanctuary, music and in-house catering.

Unlike Costco, where a membership is needed, 
the UCC prides itself on being available and in-
clusive to all couples — meaning those looking 
to tie the knot at UCC do not need to be members 
of the church.

“I think the thing that is very unique is that we 
are welcome and open to anyone,” Administrative 
Assistant Erika Thompson said. “We’re not like 
some churches where you have to be a member 
to be married here. You don’t have to convert or 
anything like that. A lot of people worry when 
they see church tied into a title, but that’s not the 
case here. You don’t have to be affiliated with this 
religion. I think that is very unique.”

“That’s probably the most notable thing, is that 
you don’t need to be a member to have it here,” 
added Administrative Assistant Barbara Connelly, 
who is also the Director of Music, Organist and 
Choir Director.

The large, gray stone church on St. Johnsbury’s 
Main Street is nearly impossible to miss when 
passing by which helps draw initial interest.

“Most of the time when someone calls, it is be-
cause they have seen the outside of the church and 
they want to know if having their wedding here is 
possible,” Connelly said.

While most know of its magnitude and ele-
gance from an outer view, those at the UCC be-
lieve the magnificence inside the walls plays just 

as a prominent 
role in making 
the weddings 
magical.

“It is an 
unusual space 
in Vermont in 
terms of gran-
deur and archi-
tectural style,” 
Williams said. 
“It’s Victorian, 
so it is much 

more a cathedral-like space; much more like a 
kind of royal wedding than your typical white 
steeple Vermont — it’s different, it’s unusual.

“If you want a classic, grand wedding in Ver-
mont or Northern New Hampshire this would be 
the place.”

Thompson added that couples could also 
choose an alternative route if looking to take their 
special day in a more mellow direction.

“It could also be very simple and have a small 
crowd,” she said. “We had one couple with only a 
few people and it was very simple.”

Inside the church, there are many rows of seat-
ing as well as a balcony — the space can seat in 
the ballpark of 500 when both are used. Stained 
glass windows and a healthy amount of natural 
sunlight also fill the sanctuary. Bridal parties in 
the past have decorated on the pews and arranged 
flowers throughout.

It was agreed upon that the first wedding at the 
United Community Church was likely held in 
1825.

The church only hosted a handful of weddings 
in 2022. With COVID precautions still lingering, 
they also hosted outside weddings which were a 
huge success. Now, couples are given the choice 
whether they would like to use the church for an 
indoor or outdoor ceremony.

Many couples also use the sanctuary as a place 
to take their engagement photos, which is an op-
tion regardless if they are getting married there. 
Other hosted events have included bridal showers 
and Sweet Sixteens.

“There is a great deal of venue space available 
all throughout that fits a lot of needs in here,” Chef 
Josh Lyford said. “We’ve got the parlor, the sanc-
tuary — there’s everything.”

The parlor is typically reserved for the bride’s 
preparation, which allows her not to be seen lead-
ing up to the start of the ceremony.

“We are Vermont’s cathedral and are the larg-
est church you’re going to find up in this area,” 
Lyford continued. “We could probably hold three 
weddings here at a time; and the outdoors is beau-
tiful.”

Lyford handles the catering aspect of the 
church’s weddings and takes on a variety of re-
quests for menu options. While his services are 
optional, the church has a full kitchen and is ca-
pable of staffing help when needed, whether that 
be to serve or cook. One important thing to note, 
is that alcohol and smoking are prohibited on the 

property.
The ceremony itself is something Williams also 

attempts to gear towards each couples’ specific 
wants and needs. He will have several meetings 
beforehand in order to get to know them, hear 
what they envision and take on any special re-
quests.

“We definitely work with each couple,” Wil-
liams said. “We have a ceremony order in our tra-
dition but it’s not rigid and couples would be able 
to customize. Some of that customization would 
have to be on their end, if they want to do some-
thing super elaborate.”

Williams can legally and religiously officiate a 
ceremony and uses the United Church of Christ 
ceremony as the basis. After that, he encourages 
the couple to make it their own however they’d 
like; whether that be anything from a family 
member reading a passage or certain other people 
participating in the ceremony in 
some way.

“We’re not going to tell them 
their time is up or they have to 
do this or that only and in that 
order,” he said. “It’s their day.”

Another officiate can also be 
used if preferred.

Connelly is available to 
handle all music requests or, 
again, the couples can hire an 
outside option. Connelly is the 
church’s organist and pianist. 
She describes the UCC’s organ 
as “loud and proud.” The grand 
instrument is estimated to be the 
largest of its kind north of Bos-
ton.

After the ceremony, the 
downstairs space is available for 

guests to celebrate. A band or DJ can be hired and 
there is plenty of room for people to socialize and 
enjoy themselves.

Interested couples can reach out to the United 
Community Church to gain more information on 
having their wedding held at the location. Once 
contacted, they can go over their options, arrange 
a date and discuss all the pieces and details that 
they want to be included. The staff added that they 
could likely plan, organize and arrange a wedding 
in a month’s time if a couple was looking to get 
married right away.

The church charges $275 for use of the sanctu-
ary and $325 during the heating season (Novem-
ber through April) — use of the space for recep-
tion is not included in that fee amount. The pastor 
fee is $150, organist fee is $125 and the custodian 
fee is $75. Church members do not have to pay the 
building and pastor fees.

all about 
flowers
eelleeggaannttllyy  vveerrmmoonntt

request an appointment …
196 EASTERN AVENUE

ST. JOHNSBURY, VERMONT
802-748-5656

ALLABOUTFLOWERSVT.COM603-747-3200

Tuxedo Rentals • Wedding Accessories
Gifts • Bridal Registry

On Site Wedding & Party Planner

A Complete Professional & Personal Kitchen Store

Visit Our Tuxedo and Bridal Accessory Room

The United Community Church in St. Johnsbury. (Photo by Kevin Doyon)

An inside look of the United Community Church in St. 
Johnsbury. (Photo by Kevin Doyon)

BY KEVIN DOYON
Staff Writer

UCC: A One-Stop-Shop Wedding Venue
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Julie and Kevin Mitchell met six years ago, when their boys were 
in the same PreK class together at the St. Johnsbury School.

“Our boys are the same age, and were in the same PreK class, so I 
knew Kevin as a fun dad that was always interacting with the kids … 
he was the fun dad who was always chasing and playing with the kids; 
he always stood out,” said Julie.

He was a single dad and she was married at the time and a mom 
of two.

Julie said, “We always said ‘hi,’ in passing throughout the years 
and finally connected last December,” Julie said.

She and her husband had divorced, and Kevin noticed that her rela-
tionship status on social media had changed. He reached out.

After a handful of years of bumping into each other, “You see each 
other at Applebees or Anthony’s, and you say ‘hello,’ throughout the 
years, we were friends on Facebook,” Julie and Kevin met outside of 
their roles as parents and friends, and began talking.

“He noticed that my marriage ended (on social media) and we start-
ed talking to each other, quickly getting to know each other and we 
realized our long-term plans were very similar,” said Julie. They both 
have family members living in the south and hope to move south once 
their kids are out of school.

She said, “We were doing the whole single parent thing ourselves.”
“When you’re a little bit older, especially the second time around, 

you have a better understanding of what you’re looking for and what 
you’re not looking for,” said Julie of how fast things with Kevin 
moved forward – and how right it felt.

She said, “We knew really quickly there’s something here and we 
really wanted to explore that.”

“Once our kids started hanging out with us it just felt so natural,” 
said Julie. Her cousin had told her that when you meet the right person 
there will be something about them that stands out, that there was 
going to be one person she would find.

“I realized three months into it, I just realized it was him, it felt like 
home, and I’ve never had that feeling when I felt like I was home with 
someone,” said Julie. “It was never awkward.”

Natalie, her pre-teen daughter “immediately really just loved Kev-
in, she said, ‘He’s so nice mom you need to give him a chance.’ ”

“It just felt like from the very beginning like family,” said Julie.
The Proposal

Over the summer, the family traveled to Ohio for Kevin to meet her 
family on an annual family trip where her family convenes every year.

“He had the chance to really get to know my parents and my sis-
ter, and they’re super cautious about me, especially the second time 
around, they don’t want me getting hurt,” said Julie. “They could just 
identify, alright, everything she’s told us on the phone, it’s really true!”

Julie went on, “They saw exactly what I saw, and in that time down 
there, him and my dad had lunch and he asked my dad permission to 
propose that was in July.”

“He didn’t propose until September,” on a planned family pho-
to shoot on Darling Hill Road in Lyndonville. “At one point he got 
down on one knee and (Holly, Julie’s friend and the photographer) 
was snapping the pictures, and the kids were all around behind us. We 
had already looked at rings.” Julie is 41 and Kevin is 48.

Natalie went with Kevin to pick out the ring, said Julie, and she 
knew he was planning to propose that day on Darling Hill.

Small Wedding, Future Reception
“We originally were going to do the wedding in June of this year, 

but we both lived separate and we both had morals about not living 
together until we got married,” said Julie. “We wanted it to be official, 
so we could house-hunt and so we could live in one place.”

She said, “I already did a great big church wedding,” and she was 
happy with something intimate and with just a handful of friends and 
family. They got married Dec. 1 at the Lyndon Outing Club. Julie’s 
family were in attendance via Zoom, she said. A friend married them 
and they had the Outing Club for two hours.

Julie’s friends have begun a business called Green Mountain Mo-
ments, and they are helping the couple to plan a reception, also at the 
Outing Club, for June, for a celebration with many more friends and 

family.
All three of their children participated in the ceremony, and Julie 

said she wore a bargain dress and didn’t fret about the details. The 
kids - Natalie and Logan Wheeler, ages 13 and 8 and Kamden Mitch-
ell, 9 - were each given a special gift as part of the ceremony.

The event planned in June, “It’s going to end up being just a huge 
reception,” said Julie. “All the decorations we used for the wedding 
we saved and we’ll bring to the reception.

They’re planning a taco bar and cupcakes and a fun time to kick up 
their heels and celebrate.

Julie’s advice to people planning a wedding, “Remember that it’s 
one day and it’s more about the memories and cherishing the mo-
ments together than putting a ton of money into something that will 
last just one day.”

“It’s important to stay close during the whole process,” she said.
Julie said, “It just felt so right - everything.”

Sanderson’s
WOODEN BOWLS

EAST BURKE, VTHand Turned
Wooden Bowls and Pens
Sanderson’s Woodturning

Sam & Weeza Sanderson
2902 VT Rte. 114

East Burke, VT 05832
802-626-9622 • www.vtbowls.com
COME VISIT OUR SHOWROOM!

DESIGNATED VERMONT STATE CRAFT CENTER
Visit us: -Saturday 10:30-5:30

430 Railroad Street, St. Johnsbury, Vermont 
802-748-0158 • www.nekartisansguild.com

Farm Lodge and would like to 
expand on it,” Hudson said.

“We see ourselves as the 
desired quintessential wedding 
destination of the NEK with 

unique and authentic lodging in 
mind.”

For more information on 
Kingdom Farm Lodge visit 
kingdomfarmlodge.com or find 
them on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/KFHostel or on 
Instagram at kingdomfarm-
lodge.

Farm
Continued from Page 11

Friends For Six Years - An Easy 
Decision ‘Second Time Around’

Second Time Around Feels Just Right 
For Julie And Kevin Mitchell

BY AMY ASH NIXON
Staff Writer

Julie and Kevin Mitchell are planning a larger reception 
for everyone to celebrate in June at the same venue. 
Their marriage welcomes the couples three children from 
their previous marriages. (Courtesy Photos)

Julie and Kevin Mitchell were married on Dec. 1, 2022 
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