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Community Remembers Homeless Who Died During Memorial Vigil
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Community Rememhers Homeless Who Died During Memonal Vigil

BY ROBERT BLECHL
Staff Writer

LITTLETON — For the
second consecutive year, com-
munity members joined those
across the North Country, state,
and nation for “The Longest
Night” candlelight vigil to re-
member those who died as a
result of being homeless.

At 6 p.m. Sunday, on the first
day of winter — the longest
night of the year — a dozen
people gathered in front of the
Littleton Winter Shelter, which
has entered its second year of
operation to house the commu-
nity’s unsheltered during cold
winter nights.

As Sunday evening brought
temperatures dropping into the
teens, a brisk wind, and snow
flurries, the winter shelter’s
director of operations, Chloe
Duff, and executive director,
Naomi Smith, read the person-
al stories of those who died in
New Hampshire, followed by a

moment of silence.

The vigil is held annually
on National Homeless Persons
Memorial Day.

“Tonight we take note and
memorialize the 71 souls in
New Hampshire who passed
away  experiencing  home-
lessness,” Erik Becker, hous-
ing stability director with the
Tri-County Community Action
Program, said in a letter read by
Smith.

“Some passed in the hospi-
tal, some passed unsheltered,
and some passed shortly af-
ter securing housing,” said
Becker. “Please take notice of
each name tonight, and know
that while we gather and read
each name and story aloud,
our words echo across our re-
gion with five vigils happen-
ing concurrently in Colebrook,
Littleton, Conway, Lancaster,
and Plymouth, with other such
gatherings across the rest of the
state.”

Becker thanked the Little-

To remember those who died from being homeless, a dozen community members

turned out for the second annual Longest Night candlelight vigil outside of the
Littleton Winter Shelter on Sunday. Reading the biographies of those who died in
New Hampshire in 2025 were Chloe Duff, left, the shelter’s director of operations,
and Naomi Smith, the shelter’s executive director. (Photo by Robert Blechl)

ton Winter Shelter, the Bridge
House in Plymouth, the Way
Station in Conway, and North
Country Missions in Colebrook
for agreeing to host vigils in
their communities while he and
others stood in Lancaster doing
the same.

“I am proud to be able to
partner with each of you in
taking this on,” he said. “Each

of us has a role to play, locally,
regionally or statewide, in help-
ing to realize a world where
homelessness in New Hamp-
shire is rare and short-lived.”

Also read was a Dec. 21,
2025, proclamation from Gov
Kelly Ayotte, who said, “We
honor and remember those who
have lost their lives, and en-
courage all stakeholders to re-
main committed to helping our
local communities in making
sure that our citizens have the
fundamental safety and security
of a home.”

New Hampshire has made
measurable progress in address-
ing homelessness, achieving an
8-percent decrease in 2024, de-
creasing family homelessness
by more than § percent, and
reducing veteran homelessness
by 8 percent, “reflecting mean-
ingful strides toward greater
stability for vulnerable Granite
Staters,” said Ayotte.

For the vigil, candles were
lit as luminaries, and the name

of each person was written on
a bag that enclosed the flame,
which was placed in front of the
Littleton Winter Shelter along
Pleasant Street.

Duff and Smith read the bi-
ographies of those who died
related to homelessness.

They included:

* “Allen Proulx, from Man-
chester. He was 60 years old
when he passed away on March
21. His smile and happy energy
were infectious! He meant a lot
to so many in the community.”

* “Amy Goldberg, from
Manchester. She died on Janu-
ary 27, 2024, at the age of 36.
A caring, vibrant woman who
greeted you with kind energy
and always had a story she was
excited to share.”

* “Curtis Ayer, from Con-

See Vigil, Page 4
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To remember those who died from being homeless, a dozen community members turned out for the
second annual Longest Night candlelight vigil outside of the Littleton Winter Shelter on Sunday. Here,
reflected on the outside of illuminated bags, are the names of those who died. (Photo by Robert Blechi)
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Planners Approve Subdivision Of Bethlehem Country Club
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BY ROBERT BLECHL
Staff Writer
The Bethlehem Planning

Board on Wednesday approved
a subdivision of the Bethlehem
Country Club, separating the
1.62-acre parcel that includes
the clubhouse from the main
parcel. The clubhouse currently
houses the El Mirador Restau-
rante.

The owners, however, have
not disclosed their plans for
the property, including whether

there will be an upcoming sale
of all or part of it, or any opera-
tional changes.

The subdivision comes after
the provision in the sale agree-
ment that required the country
club to be operated as a public
18-hole golf course in its same
configuration for a minimum of
five years expired on Nov. 20,
2025.

In November 2020, the town
sold the property to Mark and
Kim Koprowski, of Bethlehem.

The agreement also prohib-
ited the sale of any individual

parcel from the whole for the
5-year term.

The 1.62-acre parcel at 1901
Main St., which, in addition to
the clubhouse, also includes a
parking lot and putting green,
will be separated from what had
been a total 99.26-acre parcel,
which is now reduced to 97.64
acres.

Wednesday’s 10-minute pub-
lic hearing brought no com-
ments from the public.

That’s in contrast to a hearing
on the same subdivision request
in July, when planners denied it

} N
P, )

) |-

.

ol

from your friends at
Littleton Regional Healthcare

LITTLET O N N

—

3

REGIONAL HEALTHCARE

600 St. Johnsbury Road | Littleton, NH 03561 | (603) 444-9000 | LittletonHealthcare.org

because the Nov. 20 golf course
expiration date had not yet been
reached, and one resident voiced
concerns that redevelopment of
the property would change the
character of that part of town at
Main and Prospect streets.

At that hearing, one town
planner said many people in
Bethlehem want to see it remain
a golf course.

The total 138-acre proper-
ty features an 18-hole Donald
Ross-designed golf course that
opened in 1910, after an upgrade
from the original 9-hole course
built in 1898.

The clubhouse was built in
1912.

The town had owned the prop-
erty since 1949, making it one of
the last municipally owned golf

courses in New Hampshire.

In 2020, the town sold it to the
Koprowskis for $425,000, while
noting that an appraiser estimat-
ed that the property needed more
than $400,000 in clubhouse and
greens renovations.

Currently, after a town-wide
revaluation, the property is as-
sessed at $1.3 million.

Although a Donald Ross golf
course, it is not listed on the Na-
tional or State Registers of His-
toric Places.

In October 2023, the Ko-
prowskis ended golf course
business operations, after Kim
Koprowski cited financial strug-
gles. The course has remained
open for walking golfers. The
El Mirador Restaurante has also
remained open.

In July, a planning board
member said that the ceasing of
business operations did not vio-
late the sale agreement that the
property be maintained as a golf
course.

Mark Koprowski’s name was
on the subdivision application,
which was filed on Nov 21.

On Thursday, a voicemail
message left with Mark Ko-
prowski inquiring about the
business plans now that the
property has been subdivided,
if there will be any change in
operations or if it will remain a
golf course as it has been, and if
he and Kim intend to keep the
property or sell all or some of it
was not returned by press time.
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Vigil
Continued from Page 2
cord, 36 years old. I knew CJ
to be a kind and funny person,
who always looked out for oth-
ers and was a talented artist, but
struggled with consistent ac-
cess to the services he needed.”

” Edward ‘Ed’ Rayno, 60
years old ... He was a friend-
ly, happy guy! Born in Franklin
on June 17, 1964, Eddy spent
his life in the Franklin-North-
field-Tilton area. From a young
age, he was a hard worker ...
Eddy was quiet, kind, and had
a gentle smile, but due to a lack
of housing, income, and ongo-

ing medical issues, Eddy died
in his tent on March 7. His sto-
ry is a solemn reminder of the
urgent need for housing and
support for all members of the
community.”

* James McNamara, of Con-
cord, was 20 when he died on
Nov. 18. He found housing a
month before his death. “James
was a positive and kind young
man. At such a young age, he
made an impact.”

After attending Sunday’s
vigil, Mark St. Hilaire, a local
community member, shared his
story about a loved one.

St. Hilaire, of Littleton, who
has been a steadfast volunteer

for the Littleton Winter Shelter
by helping out and enlisting the
needed expertise to get it open
and keep it running, lost a sis-
ter, who for years had faced
struggles and periods of home-
lessness in Massachusetts.

Martha Rappe, 60, was found
deceased in her home on Aug.
12 in Lowell, Mass., not long
after she had found housing.

Her obituary reads, “Martha
graduated from Chelmsford
High School in 1983 and went
on to become a talented and
beloved barber working in the
local area, including Sinclair’s
Barber Shop in Billerica, for
many years.”
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Amid all the rush and excitement, remember:
Jesus is the reason for the season.

e

Merry Christmas from our families to yours.

“For God so loved the world, that He gave
His only begotten Son, that whoever believes
in Him should not perish,
but have eternal [ife.”

John 3:16
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Town, Hospital To Discuss Repeated Sewer Spills

BY PAUL HAYES
Staff Writer

LANCASTER — Town of-
ficials will meet with Weeks
Medical Center representatives

on Dec. 22 to discuss chronic
sewer spills on Middle Street.
A section of sewer line near
the Middle Street-Brickyard
Lane intersection recently
overflowed for the third time in

three weeks and the sixth time
since 2019, Town Manager Jes-
sica Cyr told the Select Board
on Dec. 15.

Town officials suspect the
repeated clogs are caused by

medical waste — particularly
wipes — from Weeks Medical
Center. The problem area is
downhill from the hospital, and
past efforts to resolve the issue
have been unsuccessful, offi-

cials said.

The town’s wastewater su-
perintendent has said a past
spill deposited “thousands” of
wipes on the lawn of Madison
and Benjamin Gonyer at 129

Middle St. “One time we filled
up almost a 55-gallon drum full
of wipes,” he said.

Noting that the most recent
spill was “just liquid,” Cyr said

See Spills, Page 9

White Mountains Regional Eyes Staff Cuts To Otfset Insurance, Special Education Hikes

BY PAUL HAYES
Staff Writer

WHITEFIELD — The White
Mountains Regional School Dis-
trict has unveiled a draft 2026-
27 budget that would cut staff
positions to offset a projected
$1.1 million increase in health
insurance and special education
costs.

Finance Director Melissa
Wadsworth presented the draft
spending plan to the School
Board on Dec. 18, saying it
would eliminate six full-time
equivalent positions to counter
increases of $610,000 in health
insurance costs and $500,000 in
special education.

Under the proposal, the dis-
trict would cut one full-time po-
sition in special education, one

at the elementary and middle
school level, and three positions
yet to be determined.

The assistant superintendent
position would also be phased
out as Rob Scott moves into the
superintendent’s role next year,
replacing Superintendent Mar-
ion Anastasia when she retires
July 1, 2026.

The proposed budget totals
$24.8 million, a 3.9% increase
over the current school year.

The draft budget remains
subject to change, with board
discussions continuing ahead of
the district’s deliberative session
on Feb. 4.

“We’re going to be continuing
to dig in to see if there’s anything
we can do,” Wadsworth said.

School Board member Herb
Randall of Lancaster said health

insurance and special education
costs were non-negotiable and
beyond the district’s control.

He said administrators were
“doing backflips” to cut costs in
areas they can control, but spe-
cial education and health care
expenses cannot be reduced.
“That’s what the numbers are
and we have to arrange our bud-
get around them. We don’t have
any discretion over them,” Ran-
dall said.

Nonprofit insurer  School-
Care notified the district of the
$610,000 premium increase
months after issuing a sur-
prise $614,000 bill. On Oct.
1, SchoolCare sent invoices to
nearly 90 member organiza-
tions — including about 65 New
Hampshire school districts — to
cover an unanticipated multimil-
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lion-dollar shortfall and replen-
ish reserves.

Wadsworth said the district
has begun weighing its health
insurance options following the
surprise bill, but the discussions
came too late to affect the 2026-
27 budget.

“The timeline to address that
this year was borderline impos-
sible,” she said.

District officials said the re-
sponse to rising health insurance
and special education costs in-
cludes staff reductions because
of taxpayer opposition to higher
spending. Voters rejected two of
the district’s last three proposed
budgets, in 2023 and 2024.

School Board member An-
nette Marquis of Carroll said
she supports more competitive
teacher pay and raised concerns
about staff cuts, noting that posi-
tions are difficult to restore once
eliminated.

Wadsworth said the politi-
cal climate has made increased
school spending difficult. “We
would love to include many
more things, but I think it’s been
demonstrated to us that that’s not
okay,” she said.

Lancaster board ~member
Kristen Van Bergen Buteau said
rural districts such as White
Mountains Regional face unique
fiscal challenges, particularly

when health insurance costs rise
sharply.

“When School Care is off by
millions and millions and mil-
lions of dollars and they make
that up on the backs of school
districts across the state — in-
cluding poorer school districts
like ours — this is the end result,”
she said. “It makes it incredibly
difficult to then increase salaries
to be more competitive. Because
we still need to not completely
exhaust the taxpayers. They’ve
told us for several years now that
we’ve hit the tax burden for the
district, by passing two consecu-
tive default budgets. It’s a tricky
thing to figure out.”

CASA

Court Appointed Special Advocates
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‘My Life Changed In An Instant. .." Teen Left
Alone After ICE Arrests Boyfriend, Housemates

BY PAUL HAYES
Staff Writer

CARROLL — Moriah Morgan was left
on her own after Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement took seven people into
custody in Carroll on Dec. 3.

Those detained included her five house-
mates — among them her boyfriend, Indi-
an national Kaustubh Rane, 25 — and two
people living across the street.

“My entire life changed within an
hour,” Morgan said. “I’ve never been
more stressed out or sad ever. [ don’t even
know how to process this. It happened so
fast.”

At 19, Morgan said she is struggling to
support Rane while he is held at the Straf-
ford County House of Corrections. She
said she has about a month left in their
home because the rent is too high on her
own. Her family lives in Florida, leaving
her to handle the situation without legal
experience or support.

She launched a GoFundMe to help cov-
er a down payment for Rane’s attorney,
as well as commissary costs and living
expenses. The campaign has raised near-
ly $3,300, but Morgan said the emotional
toll has been immense and she still feels
overwhelmed.

“One day I couldn’t even get up. I felt
like such a failure because there’s so many
things that I need to do for him and that I
want to do for him,” she said. “His birth-
day was Dec. 12 and he spent it in jail. He
doesn’t deserve that. It’s awful.”

“WE DIDN’T RUSH INTO ANY-
THING”

Morgan met Rane six months ago when
she began working at Applebee’s in Little-
ton.

Hired as a hostess, she later moved to
the kitchen, where Rane worked as a line
cook and trained her. A friendship fol-
lowed.

“The first thing I noticed about him was
his character,” Morgan said, describing
him as dependable, punctual, well-liked
and hardworking. She added, “I thought
he was the cutest thing ever.”

Morgan said she arrived in New Hamp-
shire wary of people because of past ex-
periences, but that gradually changed with
Rane.

“As a trainee, the thing I liked about
[Rane] was that he wasn’t one of those
guys that just wants to talk to girls really
bad,” she said. “He didn’t come onto me.
He just was very straightforward and told
me how to do my job and was very genu-
ine, and I appreciated that about him.”

They bonded after realizing they both
had spider tattoos — hers on her leg, his
on his neck.

Kaustubh Rane & Moriah Morgan. (Contributed photo)

“So then we started talking and then
things just kind of blossomed from there,”
she said. “We didn’t rush into anything. It
was a very gradual.”

Morgan said she often felt responsible
for caring for others while growing up,
helping support her single mother and four
younger sisters as the family moved across
several states. She said Rane offered a
level of emotional support she had never
experienced before and described him as
respectful and trustworthy.

“He helped me in many ways, but most
of all, he felt like my best friend,” she said.

She said Rane was the first person who
encouraged her to put herself first.

“He was the first person to ever tell me,
‘I want you to pick a day where you do
whatever you want to do, not what any-
body else wants. We will do whatever you
want the entire day,”” she said. “Nobody
has ever said that to me before. He has
healed me in many ways and proven to
me that he’s all around the best person that
I’ve ever met.”

“HE FLOURISHED HERE”

Through Rane, Morgan also met his
housemate and co-worker, Sandeep Kallu-
1.

“He’s a good friend,” she said.

Rane and Kalluri, both from India,
previously worked together at the Omni
Mount Washington Resort before join-
ing Applebee’s. Morgan described her
boyfriend as an introvert and Kalluri as a
“massive extrovert.”

“I have videos of him dancing in the
kitchen,” she said.

She described Kalluri as generous and
selfless, recalling how he once taught her
how to cook rice “because I'm awful at
cooking.”

“Sandeep cares so much for every-
one,” she said. “That was always apparent
through his actions.”

Dating Rane and meeting his friends,
she said, opened her eyes to another cul-
ture.

“All T wanted to know was his back-

See Change, Page 10
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Carroll Police Release Additional Information On Recent ICE Action Following Criticism

BY PAUL HAYES
Staff Writer

CARROLL — The Carroll
Police Department has released
additional details about a Dec.
3 incident in which seven for-
eign nationals were taken into
custody by Immigration and
Customs Enforcement.

Police had previously re-
ported that three of those taken
were charged with driving un-
der the influence. At Tuesday’s
Select Board meeting, CPD Lt.
Ian MacMuillan said the remain-
ing four had overstayed their
visas. The information emerged
during public comment, as
community  activist ~ Cathy
Fulkerson criticized the depart-
ment’s participation in the ICE
action, which involved three of
the department’s four officers.

MacMillan said Carroll po-
lice contacted ICE after three
people from the same residence
were charged with three DUIs
within a month: Kaustubh Rane
and Kaustubh Rao on Nov. 27,
and Sandeep Kalluri — his sec-
ond DUl — on Nov. 6.

While Carroll police do not
generally focus on the estimat-
ed 2,000 temporary foreign
workers living in town — more
than twice the number of year-
round residents — MacMillan
said the situation raised public
safety concerns.

“It’'s not common practice
for the Carroll Police Depart-
ment to check on somebody’s
immigration status just because
they look different, they’ve got
a different name, they speak a
different language, or that we
know them as being a J-1, or
H2-B [foreign worker visa] res-
ident of town,” MacMillan said.
“The incident that involved ICE
on December 3 was at my re-
quest ... because over the peri-

od of [21] days, one residence
produced [three] DUI incidents,
[two] resulting in motor vehicle
collisions.”

The department has signed
a 287(g) agreement with ICE,
which allows local officers to
assist with the enforcement
of federal immigration laws.
MacMillan said Carroll police
had assisted ICE before enter-
ing into the formal agreement
and that it did not represent a
fundamental change in the de-
partment’s relationship with the
agency. “It just formalizes the
agreement that we would assist
them if they made that request,”
he said.

Despite  the  agreement,
MacMillan said CPD does not
routinely police the immigra-
tion status of foreign nationals
living in town, many of whom
work seasonally in hospitality
and outdoor recreation. He said
the three individuals charged
with four DUIs were an excep-
tion.

The four others taken into
custody were “in the wrong
place at the wrong time” and,
despite holding foreign worker
permits, had overstayed their
visas, he said. MacMillan add-
ed that the department did not
consider action until the recent
cluster of DUI charges.

“We’ve known these gentle-
men and other members of the
household for several years.
We’ve never, at any point in
time, thought of a reason to ver-
ify their immigration status,”
MacMillan said. He added that
an ICE supervisor in Boston
had not prioritized enforcement
of temporary worker visa sta-
tus. “When I asked ... is that
something that you’re interest-
ed in, he said no, he’s not con-
cerned because those people are
not committing crimes or caus-

Thousands of readers in the
NEK & North Country
noticed it too!

Advertise to get noticed!

802.748.8121

CALEDONIAN
RECORD smcE sy

Carroll Police have released new information on the Dec. 3 Immigration
and Customs Enforcement action where seven foreign nationals were tak-
en into custody including, from left, Ashray Rao, Kaustubh Rane, Harshal
Taru, Rajesh Bairava, and Sandeep Kalluri. (Photo from Instagram)

ing a public safety risk. But a
DUTI is a very big thing for me,
it is a public safety risk.”

Asked why Rane, Rao and
Kalluri were apprehended be-
fore their DUI cases had been
adjudicated, MacMillan said
people on temporary worker vi-
sas are held to a different stan-
dard and are expected to respect
the law and demonstrate “good
moral character.”

“Just because they haven’t
been convicted of DUI, they
have several incidents,” Mac-
Millan said. He explained that
the individuals will appear

before a judge and plead their

““Kennell OrthodonticSi
2025

KennellOrtho.com
524-7404 Laconia | 536-7404 Plymouth | 444-7403 Littleton

case for why they should be
allowed to stay. If their request
is granted, he said, “we’ll deal
with the New Hampshire stuff
afterwards.”

MacMillan also criticized
online commentary from what
he described as “far right” and
“far left” partisans, saying their
views did not reflect the facts of
the case.

“They’re contributing to the
society,” he said. “The only rea-
son why we made the contact is
because a red flag public safety
was raised.”

Fulkerson objected to the use
of taxpayer funds to support

0)

ICE actions and said she plans
to submit a petitioned warrant
article asking voters to oppose
the town’s 287(g) agreement.

The Select Board raised no
objections to the department’s
partnership with ICE. Select-
man Jules Marquis said that
while he sometimes disagrees
with ICE actions, “you can’t
micromanage  your  police
force.”

“If they feel something is
wrong and they need to be
there, they need to be there,”
Marquis said. “And we can’t
sit there and set a rule that says
you can’t work with ICE. ICE
needs backup and police offi-
cers need backup. I don’t care
who they are working for, they
need backup.”

“ICE has got a job to do.
The police force has got a job
to do. Whether we like it or not,
they’re somewhat tied togeth-
er,” he added. “That’s for them
to balance.”

Tuesday’s discussion came
about six months after the Fran-
conia Select Board considered,
then withdrew, a proposal to
declare the town a “sanctuary
community.” The proposal was

Police Say Immigration Enforcement Followed DUIs, Public Safety Concerns

pulled after laws signed by
Gov. Kelly Ayotte required mu-
nicipalities to cooperate with
state and federal immigration
enforcement.

Instead, Franconia adopt-
ed a resolution barring town
officials from enforcing laws
deemed unconstitutional
specifically those infringing on
due process, equal protection
and habeas corpus — and di-
recting public officials, includ-
ing police officers, to act “in the
spirit of constitutional fidelity.”

According to ICE, the seven
people taken from Carroll on
Dec. 3 are being held at three
facilities.

Four — Rajesh Bairava,
Sandeep Kalluri, Harshal Taru
and Kaustubh Rane — are be-
ing held at the Strafford Coun-
ty House of Corrections in
New Hampshire. Ashray Rao
is being held at the Plymouth
County Correctional Facility
in Massachusetts, and Sangeeta
Bangera and Widyastuti Putu
were transferred to the South
Louisiana ICE Processing Cen-
ter.

All are from India except
Putu, who is from Indonesia.

STOCKYOUR
STUFFINGS
Great Finds at Dad’s!

Batteries

Flashlights
BBy
Py

TOOL & GURERPLEY

Gift

Hand
Warmers

St. Johnsbury, VT
802-748-4208

Wells River, VT
802-757-2000
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OBITUARIES

NATALIE CROWE

Lewis Nick DESouza

Lewis Nick DeSouza
passed away peacefully on
Dec. 4, 2025, in Whitefield,
N.H. Nick leaves behind his
loving wife, Karen, and his
two daughters, Melissa and
Katharine, as well as his be-
loved dog, Felix, and many
close friends.

Nick was born in River-
side, Calif., on Jan. 29, 1953
to his loving parents Mary
Lou and Lewis (deceased)
and raised in Newtown,
Massachusetts with his six
siblings: Rick, Mark, John, Diane, Robert, and
Mimi. He attended the Wentworth Institute of
Technology and UMass Amherst where he was
an active part of the UMass Outing Club.

His passion for the outdoors drove his move
to New Hampshire in 1975 where he worked
with Eastern Mountain Sports. Nick loved
teaching others and sharing the wonder of the
great outdoors, and with his desire to help others
he became a local cross-country ski instructor.
In his years in New Hampshire he led many
adventures and built lifelong friendships while

enjoying his interests of kayak-
ing, biking, skiing and hiking. His
love of tinkering motivated him to
obtain his master electrician’s li-
cense and eventually Nick opened
his own electrician business that
he operated until 2017.

Nick’s friends would describe
him for his quick wit, generous
nature, and lighthearted jokes. His
time as an Eagle Scout and Boy
Scouts of America post leader
made him ever resourceful, and
he was always willing to lend a
hand to a friend in need. He loved
nothing more than making others laugh, baking
custom birthday cakes, attending a local trivia
night, and cheering on the New England Patri-
ots.

Nick’s generous spirit, witty humor, and char-
ismatic personality will be sorely missed.

Services for Nick to be announced at a later
date. In lieu of flowers, please consider a dona-
tion to the Conway Humane Society P.O. Box
260 Conway, NH 03818 or to the Morrison
Skilled Nursing 6 Terrace Street, Whitefield,
NH, 03598 in Nick’s honor.

Scort MITTON

E Scott D. Mit-

ton, 67, passed

away on Dec. 10.,

2025, at his home in Littleton,
NH.

Scott was born in Littleton
on Jan. 22, 1958. After high
school, he served in the Navy,
then built a rustic home in the
woods, where he lived out the
rest of his days.

He loved dogs, loud music,
and driving around in his Volk-

and Esther Mitton, and sur-
vived by his two children, Son-
ja (Corey) Safford and Aaron
(Taysia) Mitton, his four grand-
children, Tanner, Tevon, Claire,
and Gannon, as well as his six
siblings, Brenda, Gary, Randy,
Tracy, Rodney, and Becky.

A private gathering will
be held for family and close
friends at a later date.

To view Scott’s Online Trib-
ute, send condolences to the

swagen bus. He was known by
many as the life of the party.
He was predeceased by his parents, George

family, or for more informa-
tion, visit www.csnh.com.

RIDGELINE

m'l‘ENANCE LLC

"Honest Work At An Honest Price."
SEontact us todaystersehedule

Interior Painting-and otherProjects!!

Adam J. Knox

603-208-6164 = e
ridgeline83.ak@gmail.com

Providing A Variety Of Services

For-Your Complete=Home, Office,

Business, & Land Needs.

Nataliec A. Crowe, 88 of
Lebanon, N.H. passed at
New London Hospital on Fri-
day evening, Dec. 12, 2025,
surrounded by her loving
family.

Natalie was born in Little-
ton, N.H. on Feb. 19, 1937,
the youngest child born to
Flora (Kentfield) and Lind-
say Corey. After her father
passed when she was 9, her
mother remarried Howard

her grandson, Shane L. Gile of
Winchester, N.H.; brother, Er-
win Coreys; sisters, Doris “Dot”
Ingalls, Anna Jackman, Velma
Hill, Carlene Foster, and Laura
Lucas; sister-in-law, Gwendo-
lyn Corey; and two brothers-in-
law, Rodney (Junie) Crowe, Jr.
and Luther R. Crowe of Little-
ton, N.H.

Natalie is survived by her
children, Debra (Joe) Stumpf of
Enfield, N.H., Gregory (Cindy)

Hill.
Natalie married Lawrence (Lonnie, Larry)
Crowe in Littleton on July 4, 1953, and the cou-
ple enjoyed almost 71 years together before Lar-
ry’s passing on May 28, 2024. Together they en-
joyed dancing, frequent trips to Maine, and most
of all time spent with their family and friends.
Natalie worked as an Admissions Clerk in
Medical Records at Dartmouth Hitchcock Med-
ical Center from 1974 to 1993, when she retired.
Natalie enjoyed reading, playing games on
her computer, and listening to old country mu-
sic, as she would say, “Back when it was good.”
She also loved knitting, crocheting, and making
afghans for her grandchildren.
In addition to her parents, husband, and
stepfather, Nataliec was preceded in death by

Crowe of Kearneysville, W.V.,
Rick Crowe of Charlestown, N.H., and David
(Pam) Crowe of Lebanon, N.H.; nine grandchil-
dren; 21 great-grandchildren; sister-in-law, Del-
la Gilman of Ashland, Maine; brother-in-law,
Leonard “Len” G. (Joye) Crowe of Carthage,
Mo.; former daughter-in-law, Ellen Perra; and
many other family members and friends who
will miss her terribly.

A celebration of life will be held in the spring
of 2026.

Memorial donations in Natalie’s name may
be made to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospi-
tal at www.stjude.org

To leave a message of remembrance or con-
dolence, please visit the online guestbook at
www.rickerfuneralhome.com

Mirron RAy PRESBY

Milton Ray Presby better
known as “Bo” died Dec.
12, 2025, at the Littleton Re-
gional Hospital at the age of
771. He was a lifelong resi-
dent and current select board
member of Lyman. He was
born Nov. 11, 1948, to Milton
and Mildred (Clark) Presby in
Woodsville, N.H. He grew up
near Dodge Pond and attend-
ed Tinkerville School through
6th grade. Lyman students
were sent to Lisbon for school
grades 7 — 12. He graduated from the class of
1966. He was a popular student who had many
friends and spent many hours hanging out at
Mutt’s Garage.

In his youth he enjoyed snowmobiles and fast
cars. He spent many summers in Maine with his
cousins. He liked to hunt deer with his friend
Rolla. He was interested in American history
and politics. He watched countless old Western
movies on TV.

As a young adult he was employed at Lisbon
Shoe Shop and remembered being Mr. Liberty’s
driver as well as countless trips to Canada for
materials.

On April 5, 1969, he married Beverly Heathe.
They celebrated 55 years together and had two
children, Dawn & Bruce. Sadly, Dawn and Bev-
erly predeceased Bo. Beverly died on Christmas
Eve 2024.

Bo loved the town of Lyman
and had worked as a road agent
as well as select board member.
He left the shoe shop to work
with heavy construction equip-
ment. He was happier operating
bull dozers, excavators, back
hoes, front loaders, and driving
dump trucks. He worked for
large companies and traveled
to work on HASMAT projects.
Over the years he worked for lo-
cal loggers such as Fenoff, Foster
Brothers, Packard, and Peters.
Most recently he worked for Mike Carbonneau
in excavating. He was always reliable. He would
frequent the coffee shop for conversations with
old friends. He led a simple life. He was content
to be a country boy traveling the back roads.

His death was not expected even as he battled
diabetes, COPD, heart and kidney failure.

Bo is survived by Bruce and wife Angie,
sisters Mabel Mackie, and Mary Pinkham.
Grandchildren Ashley, Skye, Angelina, Monica,
Anthony and Tiffany, as well as several nieces,
nephews, and cousins in NH, VT, and ME. His
faithful companion, an Australian Shepherd
named Annabelle will make her forever home
with Bruce and Angie.

A graveside service will be held in the spring
atthe Grove Hill Cemetery, Lisbon. To offer your
condolences to the family please visit www.ross-
funeral.com
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Spills

Continued from Page 5

the town plans to meet with
hospital representatives “just to
check in.”

A spokesperson for North
Country Healthcare, which in-
cludes Weeks Medical Center,
previously challenged the claim
that the hospital was responsi-
ble and said the network had no
knowledge of the current situa-
tion, but added it was open to
working with the town.

“We have been partners
with the town in the past on
infrastructure issues and have
always been willing to col-
laborate to resolve concerns,”
spokesperson James Patry said
earlier this month. “We have

not had any recent reports
brought to our attention. As al-
ways, we are willing to partner
with the town as we are grateful
to provide health services for
their residents.”

Meanwhile, municipal offi-
cials are taking steps to address
the impact of the spills on the
Gonyers, who filed a formal
complaint with the state De-
partment of Environmental
Services after sewer system
failures on Sept. 24 and Nov. 21
sent raw sewage and flushable
waste across their property.

At the Dec. 15 board meet-
ing, Cyr said environmental
consultants Stone Cipher Envi-
ronmental have taken soil bor-
ings for testing, and a robotic
sewer camera is scheduled to

line on Dec. 23.

Madison Gonyer appeared
before the Select Board on Dec.
1, urging the town to act. She
said she understood the chal-
lenges of maintaining aging
infrastructure but described the
Middle Street-Brickyard Lane
section as a growing liability
and a public health hazard.

“You get home and there’s
an awful smell. You look out
at the front lawn and there’s
a river of sewage ... running
down through our lawn, down
through the driveway, and out
back,” Gonyer said, describing

past spills. “With that comes
wipes, toilet paper, feces and all
of the other things that go in a
sewer line.”

She said one recent incident
forced sewage back into her
home and through her washing
machine, damaging a load of
baby clothes. At the time, she
said, she was seven months
pregnant.

The Select Board directed
Wastewater ~ Superintendent
Tim Bilodeau to propose a per-
manent solution. Options dis-
cussed included rebuilding the
entire section of line, replacing

inspect the problem section of

CR.'I#MDUN'I \(

CANNAVALE

ALLEY

ANDREW SCOTT

“A Sophisticated, Satislying Towr-da-Poree,
Ethan Hawike's Finsas Hour"

“Beautifully Executed. Ethas Hawlhe ansl
Margarer nunllrr Mpmrnnr.'

“A Sparkling Seript” “Witty and Fast Paced”

s RICHARD LINKLATER Fim

BLUE MCDN
BLUE MOON

Rated R, 100 Minutes Director: Richard Linklater

Cast: Ethan Hawke, Margaret Qualley,
Bobby Cannavale, Andrew Scott

In1943 lyricist Lorenz Hart confronts his shattered self-confidence
in a bar as his former collaborator, Richard Rodgers, celebrates the
opening night of his groundbreaking hit musical Oklahoma!

SHOWTIMES:

TUES - SAT - 7:00 PM
SAT - 5:00 PM | SUN & WED -1:30 PM

DECEMBER 12 - 24

CATAMOUNTARTS.ORG * (802) 748-2600 » 115 EASTERN AVE, ST. JOHNSBURY, VT

FOOD VENDORS
FUN FAIR FOR KIDS
SILENT DISCO
PLANITAHIW SHOWS
EE SHUTTLE RIDES
A HlDNIGHT DANCE PARTY

AND SO MUCH MORE:

FIND THE FULL SCHEDULE AND
PURCHASE YOUR BUTTONS AT

EIRSIINIGEIINORIHIORG

or sleeving part of the pipe, or
installing a septic system to di-
vert and contain future spills.
“It’s on the town. Bottom
line, no excuses,” Selectman
Shane Beattie said. “Appar-
ently, we knew that we had a
problem there, and we did not
go back and fix it. We made a
connection there that should
have been taken out years ago,
and the town owns this. We will
do our best to make it right.”
Bilodeau defended the de-

I

) ciRqu KAU\BANTE
FEBRUARY 15

| R

..*’1 'J;"-J-||_|_._h'-.

THE BUNB[]RI]IA CHOIR
MARCH 12

PARSONS DANCE
MARCH 28

partment’s response, citing the
age of the pipe and a history of
deferred maintenance.

“The problem with that sewer
pipe is it’s a hundred and some-
thing years old and it should
have been replaced a long time
ago,” he said, adding that oth-
er residents have experienced
similar issues. “I’'m playing
around with this infrastructure
that is garbage, and it should be
replaced. It should have been
replaced a long time ago.”

" il

RUCKUS
FEBRUARY 24

ROSANNE CASH
MARCH 20

JAZZ AT LINCOLN CENTER PHESENTS:

GREAT AMERICAN CROONERS
APRILS

TICKETS & MORE INFORMATION AT
KCPPRESENTS.ORG
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Fugltwe Charged With Ramming Police Cruiser Found, This Time Held

BY ROBERT BLECHL
Staff Writer

After a year of catches
and releases, a local woman
charged in 2024 with ramming
a New Hampshire State Police
cruiser to avoid a traffic stop
has been arrested again and is
now being held behind bars.

Following the issuance of a
most recent arrest warrant in
September, Abigail J. Ordway,
40, of Littleton, was arrested
Dec. 4.

She remains in the Grafton
County House of Corrections
on preventive detention as

her case that involves felo-
ny counts of reckless conduct
with a deadly weapon, crim-
inal mischief for allegedly
causing thousands of dollars
in damage, driving after being
certified a habitual offender,
and drug possession, as well as
misdemeanor charges that in-
clude DUI, attempting to elude
police, and disobeying a police
officer, pends at Grafton Supe-
rior Court.

A dispositional conference is
scheduled for Jan. 6, followed
by a pre-trial hearing on Feb.
17.

Since the August 2024 colli-
sion with the cruiser in Haver-

hill, Ordway has allegedly
failed to appear in court several
times and is accused of failing
to comply with and commu-
nicate with Grafton County
pre-trial services while on re-
lease, resulting in several arrest
warrants and her ejection from
the pre-trial services program.

She was released several
times on personal recognizance
bail until the newest arrest,
when prosecutors successfully
argued for detainment.

On Aug. 21, 2024, NHSP
responded to County Road in
Haverhill to assist Haverhill
police in finding the driver of
a Hyundai Elantra who had

evaded a motor vehicle stop.

Responding was NHSP
Trooper Jawara Conde, who
observed the Hyundai ap-
proaching opposite in the
southbound lane.

Conde activated his cruiser’s
emergency lights in an attempt
to stop the car, whose driver
continued to drive recklessly,
moving in both lanes, said au-
thorities.

The car then struck the po-
lice cruiser, causing several
thousand dollars in damage.

The driver, identified as Or-
dway, attempted to turn the car
around and flee the scene but
instead left the road and lodged

the car in a ditch.

Other criminal incidents in-
volving Ordway occurred ear-
lier that month.

Less than two weeks before
in Bath, Ordway was arrested
on a Class B felony count of
driving after being certified a
habitual offender, on a misde-
meanor count of driving after
suspension, and on violations
for misusing license plates and
driving an uninspected and un-
registered vehicle.

Failures to appear in court
for those charges also resulted
in arrest warrants, as well as
a warrant for failure to appear
for a previous April 2024 fel-

ony drug charge and a March
2024 felony count of driving
after being certified a habitual
offender.

In August 2025, Ordway was
indicted by a Grafton Superior
Court grand jury on a Class
B felony count of possessing
methamphetamine in Littleton
on March 23, the same day that
Littleton police responded to
Littleton Regional Healthcare,
which had called them about a
suspicious person.

At the time, Ordway had a
warrant for her arrest and was
taken into custody. She was
soon released.

Change

Continued from Page 6
ground,” she said. “We come
from different countries. We’re
different people — and I love
that.”

She also admired his deci-
sion to travel alone to the U.S.
to start a new life.

“It’s amazing to me that
he had the courage to leave
his mom and dad, and come
straight here all on his own, and

start brand new,” she said. “He
didn’t know anyone. And he
flourished here, he really did.”
AKNOCK ON THE
DOOR
At about 8:30 a.m. on Dec.
3, Morgan heard a knock at the

door of the Carroll home where
she was staying with Rane.

He went to answer it. Mo-
ments later, he asked her to
come outside.

“He’s there with a cop and I
was like, ‘what’s happening?””’

BUSINESS PROFESSIONALS
& SERVICES GUIDE

cletaﬂs

INTERIOR FASHIOMNS

Shades ° Blinds
Draperies ¢ Valances
Upholstery

Area Rugs * Pillows
Home Decor Fabrics
www.detailsinteriorfashions.com

'35 Central Street
| Cll rt’ n ROd | ' Woodsville, IH 03785

= home decor cenire =

Discover over 2,000 window treatments in stock
— with accessories & gifts galore beautifully
displayed throughout the store.

HOURS

Thurs, Fri, Sat, Sun, Mon 10an - 4pn

PLUMBING

& HEATING, INC
Bus: 603-444-7100 °
www.rcabbottplumbingandheating.com

20 Pine Street e Littleton, NH 03561
NH Lic. MBE0003144 — NH Pump Installer Lic. 1783

Fax: 603-444-5036

Buymg All Metals
Steel » Brass ¢ Copper ¢ Aluminum
Monday-Friday, 7-4

405 S. Main Street, Lisbon, NH 03585
Phone: 603-838-2860 * www.stockleytrucking.com
“Buying Metal Salvage”

she said.

ICE officers took seven peo-
ple into custody — six from
India and one from Indonesia
— leaving Morgan alone.

Those apprehended were
transported to three separate
facilities.  Rajesh  Bairava,
Harshal Taru, Kalluri and Rane
are being held at the Strafford
County House of Corrections.
Ashray Rao is being held at the
Plymouth County Correction-
al Facility in Massachusetts,
while Sangeeta Bangera and
Widyastuti Putu were trans-
ferred to the South Louisiana
ICE Processing Center.

Morgan said her landlord —
who she called “the sweetest
person ever” — temporarily
reduced her rent and added her
to the lease, giving her time to
gather her housemates’ belong-
ings and make plans.

Four of those taken into cus-
tody in Carroll on Dec. 3 have
no_criminal record, according
to the New Hampshire Depart-
ment of Safety. ICE has not
publicly stated why they were
incarcerated.

Rane, 24, and Rao, 27, were
charged with driving under the
influence on Nov. 27, shortly
before their detention. Those
cases remain open. Rane’s
work permit is reportedly valid
through 2029.

Cathy Fulkerson, a volunteer
with the North Country Sanctu-
ary Community group, formed
to assist those in ICE custody,
said the charges should not
have resulted in immediate de-
portation proceedings.

“There are people that have

DWIs in this town, multiple
ones,” Fulkerson said. “But
these people weren’t doing
drugs, they weren’t robbing
people. They were working.”

“I CHOOSE NOT TO BE

HATEFUL”

Morgan returned to work at
Applebee’s, helping cover clos-
ing shifts and fill in for Rane
and Kalluri. She said she has
relied on her faith as she navi-
gates anger, sadness, hope and
numbness.

“There is no one that is great-
er than another person, and we
are all loved equally by God,”
she said.

While acknowledging that
some people strongly support
ICE actions as part of the Trump
administration’s  immigration
crackdown — which has seen
1.6 million undocumented im-
migrants voluntarily leave the
country and another 400,000
deported since January — Mor-
gan said she hopes critics will
consider the human impact.

“I believe that the people that
have awful things to say to me
and awful things to say about
[Rane] and my friends, I for-
give them,” she said. “Because
they don’t know the impact of
their words. They don’t under-
stand what they’re saying. They
don’t understand the situation
that I am in, or that [Rane and
my friends] are in. And I be-
lieve that if they understood and
they were in this position, that
they would not say the things or
do things that they do. And all
I can say is: I choose not to be
hateful in return.”
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Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted
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ST. JOHNSBURY ACADEMY

EXPLORE
TEACHING

OPPORTUNITIES

ENGLISH
HUMANITIES

MATH

SOCIAL
STUDIES

SPANISH
LANGUAGE

SPECIAL
EDUCATION

For full job descriptions and to download
our employment application please visit:

STJACADEMY.ORG/EMPLOYMENT

Send your letter of interest, resumé, and application to:

Human Resources

St. Johnsbury Academy
P.O. Box 906

1000 Main Street

St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

Or via email: humanresources@stjacademy.org

St. Johnsbury Academy is proud to be an equal opportunity

employer and is committed to providing a diverse environment.

RECEPTIONIST

Keeler Accounting is scheduling interviews for an experienced
Receptionist to join our team on a full-time basis in Littleton, NH.

In this role, you will be responsible for a range of day-to-day ac-
tivities to assist us in keeping our Accounting, Tax, Bookkeeping
and Payroll business running smoothly.

Responsibilities include:
¢ Being our first point of contact via phone and in person
e Managing client communications and client packages
¢ Maintaining filing systems, supply levels and account records
e Assisting other team members where needed

Qualifications:
e Professional in manners and appearance
e Computer literacy and working knowledge of Microsoft Excel
and Word

¢ Excellent phone manners and interpersonal skills
e Works well under pressure and capable of multi-tasking
e Full-time availability for 8am-5pm business hours

Why join us?
e Work with a friendly and supportive team of office staff
e Vibrant office setting with parking available
e Potential for training and growth into other roles within the
business
e Performance Bonuses
* 401K

About Us

Keeler Accounting has been serving clients for over 40 years. We
endeavour to treat every client as an individual and provide time
and attention to each in a professional Our staff is important to
us and we strive to help them meet with success in their field of
interest.

Email your resume to: dorinda@keelercpa.com

WHITE MOUNTAINS COMMUNITY COLLEGE
BERLIN, NH
POSITION AVAILABLE
FACILITIES SERVICES ASSISTANT
PART-TIME, 2ND SHIFT $19.33-$19.98/HOUR
+.90/HOUR SHIFT DIFFERENTIAL

LITTLETON ACADEMIC CENTER
POSITION AVAILABLE

MASSAGE THERAPY PROGRAM

COORDINATOR
PART-TIME $31.07-$36.57/HOUR

ADJUNCT POSITIONS AVAILABLE
ADVANCED WELDING TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM
BUSINESS (PRISON EDUCATION PROGRAM)
CULINARY ARTS PROGRAM
DIESEL HEAVY EQUIPMENT TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM
HEALTH SCIENCE PROGRAM
LIBERAL ARTS (PRISON EDUCATION PROGRAM)
NURSING CLINICAL INSTRUCTOR

View position descriptions and apply at
https://www.wmcc.edu/about/employment/

FMI: Please contact wmcchr@ccsnh.edu.
Positions will remain open until

ﬁ White filled or at the discretion
e Mountains of wmcc

Community College EEO

COUNTERTOP FABRICATOR/IN-
STALLE

Creative Counters is hiring for fabri-
cator and installer positions.
Applicants should have some prior
experience  with  carpentry/hand
tools.
Also be able to read shop drawings,
work well with others, and continue
our quality standards.
Must be able to lift 50+ Lbs
Competitive pay/benefits
email jessica@creative-counters.net

Help Wanted
]

Harwick

DENTAL GCROUF

DENTAL ASSISTANT NEEDED
Looking to fill the role of DENTAL
ASSISTANT in HARDWICK
Willing to train the right candidate.
Schedule is Monday - Thursday
Call 802-472-5005 to inquire

Help Wanted
200

Articles For Sale
310

2017 MITSUBISHI OUTLANDER
FOR SALE TO SETTLE ESTATE

2017 Mitsubishi Outlander Sport
Color: Red, Automatic, AWD, Winter
tires, 79,079 miles

Dealer appraised at $8,000 in perfect
condition

Known defects- Front wheel bearing,
alternator

Asking price $6,000

Contact Julie-administrator of the es-
tate, 802-563-2162

Services

550

Don’t Miss
This One!

~Celebrating 15 Years under New
Ownership this Month. 15% off all
1 day rentals with this ad.
~Equipment & Tool Rentals ~ Mini
Excavators, tracked skid steers,
scissor lifts, driveable & towable
boom lifts, wood chipper, log split-
ters, post hole diggers, concrete
saws plus much more.

~Party Rentals ~ Tents, tables,
chairs, bounce houses, water
slides & concessions.

~Locally owned by The Brown
Family since 2010. Call 802-748-
7841 or visit us online at www.al-
laroundrental.com

(Job ID #5461391)

SAU #84

LITTLETON SCHOOL DISTRICT

% Anticipated Special Education Teacher-Elementary

% Special Education Paraeducator (Job ID #5408293)

% Special Education Teacher Part-time (Job ID #5429148)
Services to be provided at Heartwood Public Charter
School & Lancaster Elementary

For more information or to apply, please go to

www.SchoolSpring.com and reference the above job ID.
All applications must go through SchoolSpring.
Questions, please contact:
Christine Hudson
SAU #84
65 Maple Street — Littleton, NH 03561
603-444-5215
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CROSSTOWN MOTORS SERVICE SPECIALS
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1 [ |
++Winterization+: : Win ter Travel ’L’
’ Clip & :
: Includes: Save! : :
. pec 'a * Mount & Balance P ec
3 4 snow tires 1
= J-wheel alignment - e
: spf‘éfff';’gﬁ:u &% o Cam il uzhinle : : DECEMBER SPECIAL SAVINGS Engine Fuel Additive,
Battery Test,
: check-over : . Charging System,
o Fluids Check, Air and
(Includes most cars and light trucks. L | Cahbin Filter Check
] Price does not reflect tire disposalfees) B 1 d More! ’
- 0 il and More!
[ Valid only at 1 1 Valid only at
' ROSSTOWN 1 3 ROSSTOWN
Most makesM ols. O bt dh
B Niist presentcoupon at e of appoiniment Expires 12/31/25 © S B b e gggf;tf;;r;;ﬂéfgﬁggqz/ms s

Ask abnut our

OilChan =

Club

SEASONAL TIRE STORAGE Just $1 29.95 .

Synthetic and Daeaﬂi " 4
Never touch those dirty, heavy tires again. olarc avallann - ui

We wiill store your take Erff tires for the season at huBE<avingsl ,
so you don't have to! : : L

Call today to schedule an appointment.

We Now Offer All

RECONDITIONING SERVICES

From Wash/|Vac to Complete Detail!

F’arts Manager Service Advisor
John Tholl Joe Monahan

o wirarn  Call 603-444-TT7
Email Us: service@crosstownmotors.net
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© ; MONDAY - FRIDAY 700 AM - S:30 P oo makes
eep Gram PARTS & W7

e~ A e e oLl i AUTOSAVER"
650 Meadow St - Rte. 302 - Littleton, NH woren. SERVICE et GROUP

Book your service appointment online, any time at crosstownmotors.net




