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BY PAUL HAYES
Staff Writer

WHITEFIELD — A state
lawmaker said he has appealed
a school board decision de-
nying him a hearing over a
no-trespass order that restricts
his access to school property,
following what he described as
a lack of due process.

Rep. Joe Barton, R-Littleton,
addressed the White Mountains
Regional School Board on Dec.
18 to formally place on the
public record that he requested
a hearing regarding an Oct. 24
no-trespass order issued against
him and that the request was

denied.

“On December 9, 2025, 1
submitted a written request for
a hearing under Ed 204.01(a)
(1) concerning the October 24,
2025, no-trespass order and its
impact on my legal rights and
parental participation,” Barton
told the board.

Barton said he was notified
by email on Dec. 15 that the
board, after consulting with the
district’s attorney, determined
he was not entitled to a hearing.

“I want to be clear that I am
not asking the Board to address
the merits of the no-trespass or-
der tonight,” he said. “I request-
ed due process, and that request
was denied without findings,

LOCAL

State Lawmaker Appeals No Trespass Order From Elementary School

State representative Joe Barton, R-Littleton, outside of the Littleton polls on Tues-

day, Nov. 5, 2024. (Photo by Paul Hayes)

explanation, or a hearing.”

to the New Hampshire Depart-

Barton said the denial left ment of Education.

him with no internal remedy
and prompted him to appeal

“My purpose this evening is
limited and procedural: I am

preserving the public record
that I requested a hearing un-
der Ed 204.01(a)(1), that this
School Board denied that re-
quest, and that [ am pursuing
review through the appropriate
state process,” he said, asking
that the statement be reflected
in the meeting minutes.

The no-trespass order, dat-
ed Oct. 24, restricts Barton
from exiting his vehicle on
Whitefield Elementary School
grounds and bars him from en-
tering the school building, ex-
cept to transport his child to and
from school in accordance with
established pickup and drop-off
procedures.

Superintendent Marion An-

astasia requested the order
following a dispute between
Barton and school officials
over crosswalk access near the
school. In written correspon-
dence, Barton said the order
stemmed from an Oct. 17 in-
cident in which he removed
cones blocking a crosswalk in
front of the school, arguing the
cones were illegal and created
safety hazards.

Barton has previously said
the order was unconstitutional
and interferes with his parental
rights and participation in his
daughter’s education, including
attending meetings and school
events. His daughter is a stu-
dent at Whitefield Elementary.

BY ROBERT BLECHL
Staff Writer

LITTLETON — After a
public hearing on Monday,
the Select Board approved the
submission of an application
seeking a $500,000 Commu-
nity Development Block Grant
(CDBG) for renovations to the
Littleton Community Center
and its annex to make new com-
munity space.

The last time the town sought
and was awarded a CDBG for a
town project was in 2014.

As they approved the com-
munity center application, the
Select Board also discussed
reentering the CDBG cycle and
submitting grant applications
for other projects.

For the community center,
the grant funding would go
toward improvements at the
annex, also called the carriage
barn, which has been closed
since 2011 due to structural
deficiencies and is now being
corrected with other funding.
Improvements include new
insulation and renovations to
create a year-round gathering
space for 50 to 100 people.

Exterior and interior finishes

would also be restored to the
historical style.

The main house will have
weatherized windows, a heat
pump heating and cooling sys-
tem installed on the second and
third floors, and renovations to
make the third floor usable.

Of the total grant, up to
$35,000 would be retained by
the town to cover eligible ad-
ministrative and labor compli-
ance costs.

In Littleton, the majority of
residents are considered low
to moderate income, which is a
requirement by the New Hamp-
shire Community Development
Finance Authority, which ad-
ministers the CDBG funding,
and which makes Littleton a
strong candidate for the com-
munity center grant as well as
for CDBGs for other projects,
said Donna Lane, a CDBG
grant-writer.

“All projects must benefit
low- and moderate-income per-
sons,” she said.

The community center,
which also offers spaces for rent
to offset operating costs, wel-
comes a wide range of groups
and serves many in town, said
Lane.

For the grant, the center’s

LITTLETON

Town Approves $500K Grant Application For Community Center

board of directors must get a
letter of interest from partici-
pating partners.

“Some things I have suggest-
ed are senior programs, exer-
cise classes, kid programs, and
meetings like for AA or some-
thing like that if they need any
space,” said Lane.

Space could also be made
available for organizations like
the Tri-County Community Ac-
tion Program, she said.

“They are working on the
listing of the partners that come
in and do programs,” said Lane.
“These funds are competitive
and they have to show they’re
adding benefit in order to get
these funds.”

The community center has
had a few events recently, in-
cluding a cookie decorating and
crafts day on the afternoon of
the Littleton Christmas Parade
that was well attended, has been
open on the weekends to offer
a warm space for visitors and
residents, and has user groups
that include a quilting club, said
Kerri Harrington, chair of the
Select Board.

“I think the intent is to get a
lot more activities happening,
for all ages, too, not just se-
niors,” said Harrington.

As part of the CDBG require-
ments, the Littleton Communi-
ty Center project must conform
to Littleton’s proposed housing
and community development
plan goals of promoting ade-
quate health, social services,
recreational and social interac-
tion services, and opportunities
for residents and visitors.

The grants are available to
municipalities in amounts of
up to $500,000 annually for
economic development proj-
ects, up to $750,000 for sup-
portive housing projects, up to
$500,000 for housing projects,
up to $500,000 for public fa-
cility projects, and, based on
Littleton’s population, up to
$350,000 for emergency fund-
ing.

Planning study grants are
also available for up to $25,000
annually.

The CDFA is on a fiscal year
that extends from July 1 to June
30.

Rounds for public housing
are in July and January, said
Lane.

After submitting the com-
munity center application, the
town will again be eligible for
all funding programs on July
1, and economic development,

planning studies, and emergen-
cy programs can be applied for
year-round, she said.

Selectman Ed Hennessey
suggested that Littleton ap-
ply for CDBG funding for its
wastewater treatment, which
requires repairs and upgrades,
including some following re-
cent equipment failures.

“As long as the emergency
has been known about for less
than 18 months,” said Lane.

Theoretically, Littleton could
be eligible for several million
dollars in CDBG funding annu-
ally, said Lane.

“It’s rare to be a town that
is primarily low to moderate
income,” she said. “The next
town over couldn’t apply for
the treatment plant, but you
can. You can do a lot of things
that most of the towns can’t be-
cause of that.”

The second CDBG prong
the town is required to meet is
having an anti-displacement
and relocation assistance plan,
which doesn’t apply because
the community center project
will not dislocate any residents.

The third prong the town
must meet and did is having a
housing and community de-
velopment plan, which the

town has from the 2014 CDBG
award and which encompasses
short-term and long-term goals.
Goals including encourag-
ing a varied stock of safe and
affordable housing for persons
of all incomes, encouraging
industrial and commercial de-
velopment and expansion and
retention of employment op-
portunities for all residents, and
preserving and promoting town
properties that have historic,
cultural, and architectural value
“Clearly, this building and
the annex, which has been sit-
ting back there unused, is a
beautiful space, so this falls
under those state objectives di-
rectly,” said Harrington.
Littleton is also promoting
existing neighborhoods and
community centers, she said.
“I think it’s a good project,”
said Selectman Roger Emerson.
The Select Board voted 4-0
to approve the submission of
the Littleton Community Cen-
ter improvements CDBG appli-
cation and authorize the town
manager to sign and submit the
application, and upon approv-
al, authorize the town manager
to execute any documents that
might be necessary to effectuate
the CDBG contract.
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BENJAMIN BORNSTEIN

Benjamin Alexander Born-
stein passed away on Dec. 18,
2025, surrounded by family. He
was an exceptional man: bril-
liant, empathetic, thoughtful,
and kind. Despite the physical
hardships he endured over the
last seven years, he faced each
day with courage, grace, re-
silience, and an undiminished
spirit.

Benjamin’s life was marked
by a love for learning and
a dedication to his faith. A
skilled linguist, he learned Lat-
in, Greek, Portuguese, among
others. Additionally, he taught himself Hebrew
and embraced Judaism with devotion, studying
the Torah at home when he could no longer
walk to synagogue.

He earned his associate degree in nursing
from Thomas Nelson Community College and
furthered his education with a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Nursing from Old Dominion Universi-
ty. He was called to the profession of caring for
others. His vocation delayed by a brain hem-
orrhage seven years ago, he worked diligently
these past years toward the goal of eventually
practicing nursing again: taking CEUs yearly
to maintain his license, and pushing himself in
countless physical therapy sessions toward this

goal.

His intellectual pursuits
were matched by his passion
for music in his early years,
playing the piano, bassoon,
bass guitar, and tenor sax-
ophone. More recently, he
found joy in artistic hobbies
such as miniature painting,
clay molding, and bookbind-
ing.

An avowed cat lover, Ben-
jamin also delighted in puz-
zles and games, especially
logic puzzles, video games,
and flight simulators. Every
Shabbos, he cherished board games with his
beloved wife, Janet.

Benjamin was preceded in death by his
grandparents, Eunice and Leo Bornstein, and
Betty Upham. He is survived by his loving
wife, Janet Christine Bornstein; sister, Alison
Matthews and her husband, Chase; parents, Pe-
ter Bornstein and Linda Upham-Bornstein; and
grandfather, Horace Upham.

A service to honor Benjamin’s life was held
on Dec. 21, 2025, burial took place at Wil-
liamsburg Memorial Park.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions
may be made to the Shepherd Center in Atlan-
ta, Ga.

To our most recent DAISY Honoree!

Alexyss McKinnon, RN

North Country Home Health & Hospice Agency
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Rodney Lee Lamotte, 89, of
East St. Johnsbury, Vt., was
called to heaven on December
21, 2025, at Dartmouth-Hitch-
cock Medical Center. He
passed peacefully with fami-
ly surrounding him following
complications from a heart at-
tack.

Rod was born on July 16,
1936, in Lancaster, NH, to
Louis & Mildred (McGoff)
Lamotte. He graduated from
Lancaster High School before
entering the United States Air
Force, where he served for four years before
joining the National Guard. He married Marcella
Pond, the love of his life, on Oct. 18, 1958, at St.
Leo’s Catholic Church in Lunenburg, VT.

After getting married they moved to Battle
Creek, MI where they started their family with
the birth of their son Mitchell. After serving in
the military, they returned to the Northeast King-
dom of Vermont where more children followed,
their family grew, and they shared the remainder
of their 58 years together.

Rod was a man of many talents and spent
most of his career as an owner of multiple busi-
nesses, most notably Rod’s Used Cars & Service
Center in East St. Johnsbury for over 50 years.
In addition to his automotive business, he and
Marcella ran a bed & breakfast, several busi-
ness ventures, and owned several rental proper-
ties in the area. He became a pillar of the East
St. Johnsbury community by serving for many
years as a Selectman in St. Johnsbury and Kirby
and by helping his neighbors.

Family was always most important to Rod.
Having grandchildren next door meant that he
was “Grandpa’s Taxi”. He built a Ford Festiva
with two front ends with his son, Tracy, that they
would drive at local parades. Most of his time
with family was spent on birthdays and holidays,
at BBQs and outdoor activities, and at bonfires
with neighbors. In his later years, Rod also cher-
ished his friendships, especially his rides with
Francis Smith.

Around age 30, Rod acquired his childhood
home in Guildhall, VT. For the early days it was
referred to as “up on the hill” and later “camp.”
It was “on the hill” where many family memo-
ries were made. And it was the place where Rod
and his family and close friends would gather for
R&R on the weekends. Every Saturday, as soon
as Rod closed up the garage at noon he’d head
for camp, and Marcella and the kids would soon
follow. In the evening, Rod would often don
his white flagman outfit and head to Riverside
Speedway at Groveton. Sunday mornings would

find Rod in the kitchen cooking
bacon and eggs before heading
to Sunday Mass at St. Leo’s
in Lunenburg. It was Sunday
afternoons that the real adven-
tures began. Those afternoons
seemed suspended in time,
leaving behind the bustle of
the world. Those were some of
Rod’s most peaceful and happy
times.

In the early spring, Rod and
his best buddy Freddy would
“sugar” up on the hill. Using
snow machines to collect sap
from the bucket and boiling on the old wood
stove in the kitchen, using custom-made square
stainless steel boiling pans. During spring and
summer, Rod would pack the kids into his pick-
up and go for a ride on the class four roads along
the hill. He was most happy when they got stuck
and had to spend hours getting unstuck. In the
winter he’d often lead Marcella and the kids in
a snowmobile adventure starting from home in
East St. Johnsbury all the way to camp where
they’d warm up by the wood stove and cook hot
dogs before going home. No matter the season or
what was going on in his life, being “on the hill”
with his family is where Rod created his most
cherished memories.

Rod is survived by his children Mitchell
(Kathy) Lamotte, Tina (Chris) Hahr, Tracy (Ani-
ta) Lamotte, and Nicole Wilson Silver (Robert
Silver); grandchildren Matthew, Josh, John, and
Tim Lamotte; Naomi, Adrian, Jonah, Brianna,
Anders, Mary, Dominic, Rose, Isaac, Elise, &
Daniel Hahr; Aaron Lamotte; Brennan Silver,
Hailey, Madison, Owen, & Nathan Wilson, and
Robert’s daughters Kaelynn, Hannah, and Al-
iceah Silver; as well as many great-grandchil-
dren. He is also survived by his sisters Rachel
Nason, and Ruby Lauber. He was predeceased
by his parents Louis & Mildred Lamotte; his be-
loved wife Marcella; brothers Phil, Daniel and
Louis Lamotte, and his sister Anna Fain.

Friends may call on the family on January
2, 2026, from 4-6 pm at Sayles Funeral Home,
525 Summer Street, St. Johnsbury, VT. A Mass
of Christian Burial will be held on January 3,
2026, 10 am, at St. John the Evangelist Catho-
lic Church in St. Johnsbury, with Rev. Lance W.
Harlow as celebrant. Burial will be held in the
spring at Grove Cemetery, East St. Johnsbury,
VT, at the convenience of the family.

In lieu of flowers, charitable donations can be
made to Good Shepherd Catholic School’s tui-
tion assistance program.

Memories and condolences can be shared
with the family at caledonialifeservices.com.
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READING THIS TOO!®
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Local State Senator To File
Legislation Addressing
Abuse And Neglect In
Disahility Care System

BY WILLIAM SKIPWORTH
New Hampshire Bulletin

State Sen. David Rochefort,
a Littleton Republican, said he
and the state’s legislative staff
are in the process of drafting a
bill aimed at addressing system-
ic abuse and neglect issues in
New Hampshire intellectual and
developmental disability care
system.

In November, the Bulletin
published a series of articles
outlining abuse and neglect —
sometimes fatal — committed
by caretakers against people
with disabilities. The stories also
uncovered systemic failures of
oversight and prevention that
allowed the abuse and neglect to
happen. State records obtained
by the Bulletin show that from
January 2023 through the first
six months of 2025, 467 credi-
ble reports of abuse, neglect, and
exploitation against people in
the system were investigated by
the state. The records also show
119 deaths occurred across the
system during that time.

People with intellectual and
developmental disabilities are
legally entitled to care funded
and overseen by the state. In
New Hampshire, the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Ser-
vices’ Bureau of Developmental
Services contracts with 10 pri-
vate area agencies, each respon-
sible for a region of the state, to
coordinate the care.

While investigating these
tragedies, the Bulletin spoke
with several family members of
people within this system who
were abused or neglected, their
attorneys, and advocates within
the community. Rochefort, who
is chairman of the Senate Health
and Human Services Commit-
tee, said the series alarmed him
and pushed him to look into the
issue.

“I don’t think there’s any
opposition to making change
here,” Rochefort said. “I think
there’s a real desire to do some-
thing now from everyone in-

volved, even senators who are
not on (the Health and Human
Services Committee), who ap-
proached me on this.”

He said colleagues from both
parties have expressed support
for the effort.

“I think that you’re going to
see action happen sooner rath-
er than later,” Rochefort said.
“Nobody wants to kick the can
here.”

Rochefort said he and his col-
leagues are “still working out
the finer details” of the bill, but
it’ll seek to strengthen oversight
and improve data sharing to al-
low officials to better identify
issues.

“Data on these things would
be shared automatically, rath-
er than the way that it’s shared
now,” he said. “And it would
give the state a better way to
either respond to complaints or
take action if there’s an issue.”

He also said the bill changes
the composition of the Incapac-
itated and Vulnerable Adults
Fatality Review Committee —
a panel established by state law
to review concerning deaths
and make recommendations on
how the state can prevent similar
deaths in the future — to allow
for “better representation of the
communities affected and the
people that would actually be
able to affect change.”

The Bulletin previously re-
ported on the December 2022
death of Stephen Weidlich Jr,
a man with physical and devel-
opmental disabilities who was
found dead behind the care home
where he lived. Additionally, in
July 2019, Christine Marie Bill,
a woman with disabilities, was
found dead after overheating in
a hot, sealed car, according to
the Bulletin’s reporting. Before
the Bulletin published its find-
ings, the co-chairs of the Inca-
pacitated and Vulnerable Adults
Fatality Review Committee, Va-
nessa Blais and Francesca Brod-
erick, said they hadn’t been told
about either death and that each
should have been reviewed by
the committee.
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BY ROBERT BLECHL
Staff Writer

BETHLEHEM — As first
responders on Monday were
called out to ice storm-related
incidents or remained on alert,
firefighters from multiple de-
partments were called to Beth-
lehem for a fire that broke out
before noon and destroyed a
home.

They made as quick a re-
sponse as possible given the
weather, and without getting
into a crash, said Sugar Hill
Fire Chief Allan Clark.

The flames spread fast,
though, and destroyed a
three-bedroom  single-fami-

ly log home at 134 Maple St.,
owned by Wayne Derby, who
runs Northern Land Guide Ser-
vice.

No injuries were reported,
and the home was unoccupied
at the time.

In addition to weather, fire-
fighters were also hampered by
other challenges.

“There was a lot of fire,”
said Littleton Fire Rescue Chief
Chad Miller, the incident com-
mander who arrived on scene
before acting Bethlehem Fire
Chief Brian Charland, who at
the time was on the other side
of town for a carbon monox-
ide call. “The house was fully
involved from the front when I
got here. There was a compli-

BETHLEHEM

Firefighters Battle Elements, Flames In Fire That Destroys Home
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Afire destroyed a home in Bethlehem on Monday. (Photo by Robert Blechl)

cation with the fire hydrant. It
was either frozen or we weren’t
able to open it. So that delayed.
We used tank water to start,

g

but that had a little bit of de-
lay with things. I really don’t
think it would have changed the
outcome, but it was just a chal-

lenge.”

It took some 90 minutes to
knock down the flames, he said.

As of early Monday after-
noon, no cause for the fire had
been determined, said Char-
land, who had not yet spoken
with the property owner.

In the driveway of the home,
Charland used his phone to
notify the New Hampshire fire
marshal’s office about the fire.

He described the interior of
the home as gutted.

The incident remains under
investigation, said Miller.

As smoke wafted from the
house, firefighters equipped
with air tanks for safe breathing
went in and out of the structure,
checking for hot spots.

Responding to the scene
— where firefighters staged
apparatus, connected hoses to
a nearby hydrant, and blocked
off a segment of Maple Street
— were the Bethlehem, Lit-
tleton, Sugar Hill, Franconia,
Whitefield, and Twin Mountain
departments.

Because of the snow and ice,
the tires of some engines were
outfitted with chains.

Clark described some roads
that had yet to be treated as
sheets of ice.

The Maple Street fire oc-
curred nearly a year after a
February 2024 fire destroyed
a home along Brook Road in
Bethlehem.

BY PAUL HAYES
Staff Writer

WHITEFIELD — A local
motorcycle club says it played
no role in a recent altercation in
downtown Whitefield.

Bethlehem-based Unbroken
Souls RC said it was not in-
volved in an incident that took
place Dec. 5 in King’s Square.

Club President Jason Mooney
addressed the matter in a state-
ment posted on social media
Dec. 13.

“I would like to start off by
saying that the Unbroken Souls
RC out of Bethlehem was not in
any way shape or form involved
in this incident,” Mooney wrote.

“We as a group will contin-
ue to support our communities
in any way we can. [ ask you
all not to let this incident leave
you thinking that every man or
women who wears a vest are bad
people. Most of us are wearing it
because we are proud to be a part
of something bigger than just
ourselves. Its a symbol of fam-
ily, friendship and being united
together to make a change.”

Mooney said he issued the
statement after financial donors
contacted him with concerns
about whether the club had been
involved.

“They said if we were in-

volved [in the altercation] they
wouldn’t be able to help us any-
more,” Mooney said. “After the
third phone call and the second
email, I made that post just so
the general community under-
stands that we weren’t involved
in what had taken place.”

Mooney said his eight-mem-
ber club was founded “just un-
der a year ago” and is an inde-
pendent, registered 501(c)(3)
nonprofit that primarily focuses
on helping veterans and chil-
dren.

Unbroken Souls RC has orga-
nized events including an Eas-
ter egg hunt, trunk-or-treat and

WHITEFIELD

Motorcycle Club Quashes Rumors, Says Not Involved In Melee “In Any Way, Shape Or Form”

photos with Santa Claus, and is
planning additional events such
as a chili cook-off and a dad-
dy-daughter dance.

The group has also volun-
teered with a local weekly
meals program, supported food
drives, washed more than 100
headstones at the state veterans
cemetery, and held fundraisers
for The Logan Brown Memorial
Fund, which supports scholar-
ships for local children to attend
training camps at Highlands
Mountain Bike Park, and Oper-
ation Delta Dog, which rescues
canines from kill shelters and
trains them as service animals

for veterans.

Mooney said Unbroken Souls
RC is not associated with any
other motorcycle clubs.

The club’s mission statement
is “to making a difference in our
communities. Welcoming both
riders as well as non riders. All
motorcycle makes and mod-
els welcomed. Both street and
cruisers.”

Whitefield police have not
released additional details about
the Dec. 5 incident, which in-
volved several people and re-
sulted in one person needing
medical attention. Rumors cir-
culating online and in the com-

Adam J. Knox

603-208-6164 = e
ridgeline83.ak@gmail.com

RIDGELINK

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE. LLC
"Honest Wo_rk, At An Honest Price."

Eontelct us today*tersehedule
Interior Painting-and other'Projects

Providing A Variety Of Services

For-Your Complete:Home, Office,
Business, & Land.Needs.

munity have linked another mo-
torcycle group to the altercation.

In his statement, Mooney
wrote, “we have no more infor-
mation on what took place other
than what’s been released pub-
licly by our local law enforce-
ment agencies.”

He closed by thanking com-
munity members who continue
to support Unbroken Souls RC.
Reached last week, he said he
hopes the Whitefield incident
will not cause long-term harm

to the reputations of his club or
other groups working to make a
positive impact.

“It’s tough when you’re rid-
ing club because, when people
look up certain entities in this
realm, there’s not enough posi-
tives,” Mooney said. “I just hope
people understand that when
something happens with anoth-
er organization or another club,
that it shouldn’t reflect poorly on
every club.”

CASA

Court Appointed Special Advocates
FOR CHILDREN

NEW HAMPSHIRE

New Year,
new purpose.

Make a
difference for

a child.

Be a CASA.

Learn more at
casanh.org
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ST. JOHNSBURY ACADEMY

il
Ed

STARTING YOUR
LEADERSHIP JOURNEY

NVEST

N YOURSELF
HIS SPRING

CLASS STARTS JANUARY 12t
SIGN UP BY JANUARY 5t

For questions or more information
about this course contact
Anna Cushman at (802) 751-2314
anna.cushman@stjacademy.org

SIGN UP
MORE INFO

Most Read Stories Of 2025 At Caledonianrecord.com

Just over 2.8 million unique users visited caledonianrecord.com in 2025, generating 18 mil-
lion pageviews and 33.5 million Google Analytics events. Of our online readers, 5.5 million
visits came from mobile devices, 4 million from computers, and 500K from tablets. The fol-
lowing were our most-read stories.

TOP STORIES

1.Burke Crash Kills Lyndon Man; Driver Charged With DUI

2.Lyndon Man Admits To Driving Crime That Killed Close Friend

3.VSP Busts Underage Drinking Party Around Concord Bonfire

4 Biden Frees Felon Connected To NEK Homicide

5.Vermont Railway Co. Plans Revival Of Twin State Freight Operations

6.Burke Mountain Ski Resort Faces Uncertain Future as Petition Launched for Timely Sale

7.Firefighter Resigns Following Allegations Of Criminal Conduct

8.Patients Protest Departure of Physician From Weeks Medical Center

9.Nolan, Four Assistants Not Returning To Coach LI Football

10.Judge Denies Defendant’s Jamaica Vacation In Child Sexual Assault Case

11.Longtime Champions Work Toward Burke Mountain Resort Purchase

12.Officials Identify Border Agent & Dead Immigrant Killed In Deadly NEK Shootout

13.Man Shot Outside Concord Ave. Residence Reportedly By Gunman In Passing Vehicle

14.Activity At Large, Long-vacant St. Johnsbury Property To Begin

15.Rail Restrictions Close Key North Country Snowmobile Trail, Reroute Another

16.Feds To Seek Death Penalty In NEK Double Homicide

17.St. Johnsbury Public Works Employee Victim Of Carjacking

18.Nursing Home Sued In Rape Of 95-Year-Old Dementia Patient

19.Lyndon Institute Officials Take Steps To Erase Coaching Controversy From Internet Fol-
lowing Community Outcry

20.Jury Acquits Lancaster Truck Driver Charged For Pedestrian Death

21.Rutland Woman Cited For Simple Assault Against Pregnant Woman At Youth Hockey
Tournament in Lyndon

22.0fficer Struck In High Speed Chase Allegedly By YouTube Personality Erik Von Conover

23.Bail Set At $100K For Danville Man Accused Of Sexual Assault Of 9-Year-Old

24 Wal-Mart Closes For Facility Maintenance

25.Before Time Runs Out, Burke Couple Plans Wedding To Celebrate Love And Life

26.Family Of Alleged Child Sexual Assault Victim Demonstrates Outside Courthouse

27.Vermont Is Projected to Lose More Manufacturing Jobs

28.Police Arrest People For Concealing Location Of Suspect Charged With Attempted Murder
Of Police Captain

29.Bethlehem Fire Chief Placed On Leave

30.After 45 Years, Owners Sell The Coffee Pot Restaurant

31.Judge Dismisses Assault Charge Against Police Sergeant

32.Two Arrested in Lyndonville Domestic Dispute Involving Gunfire

33.Structure Fire On Railroad Street

34.Crash Victim Off Crepeault Hill Road Pulled From Vehicle In Critical Condition

35.Last Minute Plea Deal Resolves Multiple Sexual Assault Charges For Barnet Man

36.18-year-old Dies From Injuries Suffered In Crash

37.No Kings Day Rally In St. Johnsbury Draws Crowd Of 1,000+

38.0ne Hurt In Two-vehicle Crash At Maplefields

39.Jury Finds Local Woman Guilty Of Defaming School Employees

40.Police Dept. Reverses Course Regarding Review Of Capt. Gray Shooting Response

41.From Ruin To Revival: Remodeler Restores The Lodge At Great Falls

42.Lyndon Institute Faces Backlash After Coach’s Contract Not Renewed

43.Town Clearing Out Riverside Homeless Encampment

44.Stevie Van Zandt Coming To Town For Launch Of New Product At St. Johnsbury Distillery

45.Littleton Gets The Boot

46.Bear Den Partners Share Vision For Anticipated Burke Mountain Ownership

47 #RyanStrong: Lyndonville Teenager Faces Long Road To Recovery After Grievous Acci-
dent

48.Lyndonville Man Wins Vermont Writers’ Prize For Poetry

49 Man’s Work Truck Remains Impounded 4 Months After Jury Acquittal

50.Judge Holds Local Contractor In Jail For ‘Eerily Similar’ Criminal Behavior Involving
Truck, Metal Pipe

51.Pet Memorial Rainbow Bridge Dedicated

52.Family, Community Mourn Death Of Former NEK Doctor

53.Problem Property Headed To Auction

54.Police Union Holds “No Confidence’ In Chief Pierce

55.A Vermont Border Agent’s Death Was Latest Violence Linked To The Cultlike Zizian Group

56.Fire Damage At 418 Railroad St. Contained To Rear Of Building

57.Lyndonville Store Manager Accused of Embezzling Thousands

58.Arrest Warrant Issued For Woman Accused Of Ramming Police Cruiser

59.NEK Woman Facing Manslaughter Charge Following Boyfriend’s Fatal Fall

60.Pair Indicted For Vandalizing Tesla Cybertruck

61.Man With 1,850 Police Contacts Busted Again In Burlington

See Online, Page 10
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Communities Approve Bike Ride
To Raise Money For Mental Health

BY ROBERT BLECHL
Staff Writer

LITTLETON — The Select Board on
Monday approved a benefit bike ride for
2026 that will run through three towns
and raise awareness and money for men-
tal health and suicide prevention.

The event, the first of its kind locally, is
being organized by the nonprofit Bike the
North Country, also known as Tri-Town
Bicycle, which was founded by Bruce
Caplain, of Bethlehem.

“Bike the North Country is looking to
do a benefit ride on Sept. 19, a bicycle
ride that goes through the towns of Fran-
conia, Littleton, and Bethlehem, pretty
much a 30-mile loop,” said Caplain,
who spoke at Monday’s Littleton board
meeting. “We’re asking for each town to
support it. We’ll be applying to the state
for approvals because most of it’s on state
roads.”

The ride will begin at Cannon Moun-
tain in Franconia, come through Franco-
nia village along Profile Road, continue
by the former White Mountain School in
Bethlehem to Old Franconia Road, come
down Cottage Street in Littleton, hang a
right on the recreational rail trail, contin-
ue to Route 116 in Bethlehem, connect to
Wing and River roads, tie in to Trudeau
Road, and then move along Route 3 and
back to Cannon Mountain.

“It’s a benefit ride to promote mental
health awareness and suicide preven-
tion,” said Caplain. “We, sadly, had a re-
ally talented and inspirational rider lose
his life to mental health issues recently.
Working with his family, we’re putting

this benefit ride together to raise aware-
ness and funds for mental health aware-
ness. We’ve met with all the towns. Fran-
conia and Bethlehem have all approved.”

In Littleton, police chief Paul Smith
has signed off as well, he said.

At least for the first year, Smith doesn’t
foresee a traffic hazard and said cyclists
will be spread out by the time they enter
Littleton.

There will be no costs to the town
because traffic control won’t be needed,
said Smith.

Riders will be on the streets in Little-
ton for short stretch, from the VEW post
at the top of Cottage Street at the Bethle-
hem-Littleton town line to the recreation-
al trail at Cottage Street near the Littleton
Opera House.

“The exposure in Littleton is very lim-
ited,” said Selectman Ed Hennessey.

The hope is to have volunteers posted
at intersections to manage traffic, ensure
that cyclists are safe, and there are no is-
sues, said Caplain.

The hope is to also make it an annual
ride that grows each year, he said.

As for raising money, Caplain said
there will be a registration fee, and addi-
tional money can be generated through
ride sponsors.

Littleton’s Cottage Street sidewalks
and improvements project is expected to
be completed by the Sept. 19 ride date,
which falls on a Saturday.

If not, no work is expected to occur on
weekends.

“If there’s still an issue with Cottage
Street, we’ll reroute it,” said Caplain.

The Select Board voted 4-0 to support
the ride.

Family Launches Brien L. Ward Foundation

LITTLETON, N.H. — In honor of
Brien L. Ward’s lifelong commitment to
the Littleton community, the Ward fam-
ily has announced that, through the sup-
port of family, friends, and community
members, more than $20,000 has been
raised to benefit Remich Park. Funds
will support improvements to the town
pool and other youth recreation projects.

Ward passed away on November 8,
2025, leaving a legacy of public ser-
vice, volunteerism, and dedication to
Littleton’s children. In partnership with
Friends of Remich Park, the fundraising
initiative was created to celebrate his life
by supporting the causes he cared about
most.

“The outpouring of support from the
community has been overwhelming,”
said John Ward, Brien’s eldest son. “Our
family is deeply grateful to every indi-

vidual and business who contributed.
This generosity helps preserve a place
that meant so much to our father and en-
sures future generations will continue to
enjoy Remich Park.”

To carry forward Brien Ward’s legacy
of service, the Ward family has estab-
lished the Brien L. Ward Littleton Foun-
dation, dedicated to expanding opportu-
nities for Littleton’s young people. The
foundation will provide scholarships for
Littleton High School students pursuing
skilled trades programs, technical certi-
fications, and four-year college degrees.

The foundation’s first major fundrais-
ing event will be the BLW Classic Golf
Tournament, scheduled for July 3, 2026
at Maplewood Country Club.

More information can be found at
BWard@novuspublicaffairs.com.

Big Technology
For Small
Businesses
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Solutions Powered By The Caledonian Record
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Among our most read stories of the year were (above left): CALEX members with assistance from St. Johnsbury Police Sgt. Lester Cleary and Vermont State Police Sgt. Sean Brennan carry Adam Belliveau to a gurney to be
wheeled to an ambulance. Belliveau was shot inside a Concord Avenue residence on Tuesday, May 6, 2025. (Photo by Dana Gray). Center: Hundreds gather on Main Street in Littleton for the No Kings protest on Saturday, Oct.
18, 2025. More than 2,500 rallies were held across the country to protest the Trump administration’s actions. (Photo by Paul Hayes). Right: A bucketloader is used to get close enough to a flooded camper near the intersection
of Rt. 5 and Calendar Brook Road in Lyndon to attach a cable onto it to pull it free of the water after a flash flood in July. (Photo by Dana Gray).

O l' 66.0ne Dead Following Rollover Crash 74 Extreme Potency Fentanyl Discovered In Littleton
Il lne 67.Littleton Gravel Pit Remains Enmeshed In Court Litigation 75.Republican Committee Picks Three Finalists For Sheriff
68.Police Release Body Camera Footage Of Captain Gray Shooting ~ 76.Lyndon Fire Chief Describes Flooding Rescues

Continued from Page 8
g 69.President Trump Nominates Academy Alumnus To Serve As Vice  77.Layoffs Feared As North Country Healthcare Outsources Reve-

62.Burke Mtn. Receiver Says ‘Bad Faith’ Play By Ski Partnership

Ended Earlier Sales Effort Chief Of Staff Of U.S. Air Force nue Cyc]e Management
63 Judge Declares Mistrials In Cases Involvine Former Northum- 70.Shooting Victim With Pending Arson Charge Accused Of Assault  78.Judge Orders NEK Man Accused Of Repeated Sexual Assaults Of
e & Outside Methadone Clinic Girl Held Without Bail

berland Officials
64.Caution Forces Closure Of Church Sanctuary
65.Driver Of Stolen Vehicle Sought In Concord Ave. Crash Turns

71.St. J Tourism Promoters Repeat Request For A Rail Trail Detour ~ 79.Border Patrol Agent Shot, Killed In NEK Traffic Stop
72.Man Recently Freed From Jail Flees Police In St. Johnsbury After ~ 80.Elderly Widow Cut Off For 13 Months After Bridge Washout As

Q Himself In Following Manhunt Resisting Arrest Town Prioritizes Other Repairs
o 73.Fenoff Excavating Fills Deep And Wide Rail Trail Gap 81.Shawn Rich Arrested For Criminal Threat In Victory
- 82.Beattie Family Digs Into Major Marty’s Expansion
§ B u s I N E s s P R 0 F E s s I 0 N L s 83.Halloween Magic At Broad And Center: Lyndon Couple Goes All
Q ﬁ Out
o A k- "'i.l 84.Champlain Farms Employee Blocks Burglar’s Exit From Store
N & s E Rv I C E s G U I D E = . 85.St. Johnsbury Woman Competes On Jeopardy Nearly 8 Years Af-
' f I~ ter Her Son Did
i 5, 86.Love, Without Delay: Facing Terminal Cancer, Burke Couple
Moves Wedding Forward And Embraces Moment Of Joy
o = 87.Lyndonville Mother, Business Owner Chasing Motocross Dream
& - ‘! With Daughter
Q 88.Employee Turned Longtime Owner Selling Mayo’s Furniture

89.Local Man Seriously Hurt In Ryegate Motorcycle Crash
90.Danville Residents Circulate Petition To Close High School

THIS SPACE CAN BE YOURS (e
91.Employer On Pair Taken By ICE: “They Never Landed In Trou-

o ble, Never Had Any Issues”
f or as l l ttl e a S 92.Journalist & ‘All Stars’ Founder Todd Wellington Made Indelible
Impact

93.Men Fight Outside Welcome Center During Board Update On
Police Progress
/WEEK 94.Wife Of Man Jailed For Alleged Attempted Murder Of Police
Captain Wants Contact With Him
95.Multi-Agency Response To Rolled Car Handles Extrication Of
CONTACT US AT 802-748-8121 o ey e *

Two Occupants

adv@ caledonian-record.com 96.Police Detain Littleton Man Suspected In Stolen Vehicle Case
Near St. Johnsbury Cemetery

97.RC Racing Facility Built In Violation Of Act 250

98.Flash Flood Emergency Triggers Evacuations In NEK

99.Capt. Gray Attends Court Hearing For People Connected To Man

de’fall
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Accused Of Shooting Him
55 Central Street 100.°Everything We Had’: Berry Tire Closes, A Year After Flood
| Cu rt'n RO d Woodsville, NH 03785 Changed Everything

: 101.Driver Responsible For Motorcyclist’s Death Guilty Of Recent
'E u_']"r ”"Ig A" MEEE IS _ Drunk Driving, Probation Violation
* Brass = Copper = Aluminum
Moy Frichay, -4
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HOURS
. Plone B0s-S35 2850 0w stochleytroching.com Steve Olone and Annie McCaffre ; ;
Un » wBL i e et V celebrate their marriage at the
Thurs, Fri, Sat, Sun, Mon *10A ZH’M Bupingt hetal Sakmge” Burke Mountain Hotel on Dec. 13, 2025. The joyous celebration

L was one of the most read stories of 2025. (Photo by Paul Hayes)

= home decor cenire. =

Discover over 2,000 window treatments in stock
— with accessories & gifts galore beautifully
displayed throughout the store.
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Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted
200 200 200 200 200 200

ST. JOHNSBURY ACADEMY

WE’RE HIRING
EXECUTIVE

ASSISTANT

St. Johnsbury Academy seeks a highly
organized, professional Executive
Assistant to support academic
administration.

This role provides high-level support to
the Dean of Academics and the Assistant
Headmaster for Academics & Student
Life, managing priorities, proactively
solving problems, and handling sensitive
information with discretion. Strong
judgment, attention to detail, and the
ability to work independently are essential.
A solid understanding of academic
policies and clear communication skills
are required.

The Academy offers competitive benefits,
a collaborative environment, and the
opportunity to make a meaningful impact.

Pay Range: $47,000 - $55,000 Annually

*Successful candidate must complete a
background check and fingerprinting.

For full job descriptions and to download
our employment application please visit:

STJACADEMY.ORG/EMPLOYMENT

Send your letter of interest, resumé, and application to:

Human Resources

St. Johnsbury Academy
P.O. Box 906

1000 Main Street

St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

Or via email: humanresources@stjacademy.org

St. Johnsbury Academy is proud to be an equal opportunity

employer and is committed to providing a diverse environment.

WHITE MOUNTAINS COMMUNITY COLLEGE
BERLIN, NH
POSITION AVAILABLE
FACILITIES SERVICES ASSISTANT

PART-TIME, 2ND SHIFT $19.33-5$19.98/HOUR
+.90/HOUR SHIFT DIFFERENTIAL

LITTLETON ACADEMIC CENTER
POSITION AVAILABLE

MASSAGE THERAPY PROGRAM

COORDINATOR
PART-TIME $31.07-$36.57/HOUR

ADJUNCT POSITIONS AVAILABLE
ADVANCED WELDING TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM
BUSINESS (PRISON EDUCATION PROGRAM)
CULINARY ARTS PROGRAM
DIESEL HEAVY EQUIPMENT TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM
HEALTH SCIENCE PROGRAM
LIBERAL ARTS (PRISON EDUCATION PROGRAM)
NURSING CLINICAL INSTRUCTOR

View position descriptions and apply at
https://www.wmcc.edu/about/employment/

FMI: Please contact wmcchr@ccsnh.edu.
Positions will remain open until

ﬁ\ White  filled or at the discretion
@ Mountains of WMCC

Community Collape EEO

Help Wanted Help Wanted
200 200

WHITE MOUNTAINS COMMUNITY COLLEGE
LITTLETON, NH

POSITION AVAILABLE

DIESEL HEAVY EQUIPMENT TECHNOLOGY FACULTY

FULL-TIME, AVAILABLE 01/08/26
$49,383-577,041 (salary dependent on

assigned faculty level)

Complete benefit package included with full-time positions

View position descriptions and apply at
https://www.wmcc.edu/about/employment/

FMI: Please contact wmcchr@ccsnh.edu.
Positions will remain open until filled or at

ﬁ\ White the discretion of WMCC

Mountains EEO

oty Collope

WEIDMANN

OPEN INTERVIEWS

JOIN OUR RAPIDLY GROWING TEAM!
Wednesday, January 21st, 3:00 — 6:00 p.m.

| Walk-ins Welcome!
Entry level

Weidmann Campus

HR Building

One Gordon Mills Way
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

— skilled manufacturing

Scan QR Code to learn more and apply!

Help Wanted
200
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CREATIVE COUNTERS
< N/ x
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COUNTERTOP FABRICATOR/IN-
STALLE

Creative Counters is hiring for fabri-
cator and installer positions.
Applicants should have some prior
experience  with  carpentry/hand
tools.
Also be able to read shop drawings,
work well with others, and continue
our quality standards.
Must be able to lift 50+ Lbs
Competitive pay/benefits
email jessica@creative-counters.net

o

Hardwick

CrE BT &l o RO WUF

DENTAL ASSISTANT NEEDED
Looking to fill the role of DENTAL
ASSISTANT in HARDWICK
Willing to train the right candidate.
Schedule is Monday - Thursday
Call 802-472-5005 to inquire

ONLINE SUBSCRIPTIONS |[YOUR CU

DAILY E-EDITION & TOTAL WEB ACCESS

JUST $15/MONTH!

CALEDONIAN

That’s right, for less than the cost of

one pizza you can read the paper online
every day for a month! Sign up and stay
informed at CaledonianRecord.com

RECORD s0cemy

Services

550

~Celebrating 15 Years under New
Ownership this Month.

~Equipment & Tool Rentals ~ Mini
Excavators, tracked skid steers,
scissor lifts, driveable & towable
boom lifts, wood chipper, log split-
ters, post hole diggers, concrete
saws plus much more.

~Party Rentals ~ Tents, tables,
chairs, bounce houses, water
slides & concessions.

~Locally owned by The Brown
Family since 2010.

~Call 802-748-7841 or visit us on-
line at www.allaroundrental.com

Wood For Sale
390

Bandy's Firewood. Split, delivered,
green, dry. WOODLOTS WANTED.

802-274-8982, 802-467-3904.

Split firewood. Green, $325. Dry,
$400. 802-748-4575.

READING THIS 'I'00'

More importantly, so are your POTENTIAL customers!

Over 10,000 people read our news every day and advertising in
print or online can help your local business grow!

Rates start at $9 = 802-748-8121 =

adv@caledonian-record.com
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CROSSTOWN MOTORS SERVICE SPECIALS
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- -+ Winter Travel *
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- : Check -
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JANUARY SPECIAL SAVINGS Engine Fuel Additive,

: 4- Whee’ JANUARY [ Battery Test, s

X - SPECIAL | : Charging System, :
SAVINGS Fluids Check, Air and

I A" g"m en t o 9 5 Cabin Filter Check, ]

: - : : and More! :

I spec'a' Valid only at e 1 Valid only at 1

1 1

] Most makes and models. One coupon per transaction. g Rl | 1 Most makes/Most models. One coupon per transaction. o
Must present coupon at time of appointment. Expires 01/31/26. D Joop Gram J Must present coupon at time of appointment. Expires 01/31/26. ‘ *-'Hli Qram )
Ask about our

ﬁ"‘“’“
OilChange

Club

Synthetic and D|eze[
plans available
at huge savingst

SEASONAL TIRE STORAGE Just $1 29.95
Never touch those dirty, heavy tires again.
We will store your take off tires for the season
so you don’t have to!

Call today to schedule an appointment.

We Now Offer All

RECONDITIONING SERVICES

From Wash/|Vac to Complete Detail!

Parts Manager Service Advisor
John Tholl Joe Monahan

AUTOSAVEEE&P} call 603'444'7771
Email Us: service@crosstownmotors.net
JCROSSTOWN  oooiiepsncmooonss

cHRYSLER all makes
@ r - MONDAY - FRIDAY 7:00 AM - 5:30 PM e
(= ¥ oY,y
ik @ PARTS & @ ]
650 Meadow St - Rte. 302 - Littleton, NH voren. SERVICE et GROUP

Book your service appointment online, any time at crosstownmotors.net




