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Established 1856
Grace United 

Methodist Church
36 Central St. – St. Johnsbury, Vt. – 802-748-2895

Rev. John Marshall Jr.
Worship Service: Sundays 10 a.m.

Nursery & Sunday School for birth-grade 12
www.gracechurchstj.org

Guests are invited, expected 
and welcome at all Grace

Church Events.

Established 1851

Member FDIC        Equal Housing Lender

www.communitynationalbank.com

Established 1837

The Caledonian-Record
802-748-8121

190 Federal Street St. Johnsbury, Vt.
with Satellite Office:

263 Main St., Littleton, N.H. • 603-444-7141
N.H. & VT. TOLL FREE 1-800-523-NEWS
E-mail: adv@caledonian-record.com or

news@caledonian-record.com

Established 1795

elegant accommodations & sophisticated
dining in a romantic atmosphere

Reservations Required: 
802-748-5168

www.rabbithillinn.com
Lower Waterford, Vermont

A special supplement to The Caledonian-Record & Orleans Record
January 2011

Recognizing the many successful businesses
in the Northeast Kingdom & North Country

By Taylor reed

Staff Writer

ST. JOHNSBURY — Like a pres-
idential photographer for towns, Jenks
Studio of Photography has encapsu-
lated on film more than a 100 years of
St. Johnsbury history.

If you grew up here in the 20th cen-
tury it’s a safe bet the Main Street
business snapped your photograph,
and might even still have a copy of it.
Jenks Studio – which is now celebrat-
ing its 125th anniversary and is likely
the oldest family-owned photo studio
in the country – maintains an archive
of historic glass-plate images and pho-

tos that could fill a museum.
Bob Jenks is the present owner/op-

erator. He’s the fourth generation of
Jenks men to fill the role.

Jenks’ great-grandfather, grandfa-
ther and father witnessed huge
changes since the studio started snap-
ping pictures with equipment so prim-
itive it required using braces to keep
people still long enough for the old-
style cameras.

The 21st-century Jenks, however,
may be in the throes of the most mas-
sive change since the electronic flash,
and it’s steamrolling the demand for
his studio’s services.

“Digital photography screwed so
many photogra-
phers,” Jenks said.
“People have shut
down studios all over
the place because
everyone is just
shooting stuff them-
selves and not going
to the photographer.
The whole world has
been turned into
everyone being a
photographer.”

Before digital
cameras hit the mar-
ket, Jenks handled up
to 500 portraits a year
for high school sen-
iors. It’s presently
down to about 100.

The same goes for
weddings. It’s typical
for couples now to
hire a friend for a few
hundred dollars to
take wedding photos
and copy the images
to a CD, Jenks said.

He hasn’t been
forced to close shop,

but the changes have exacted a steep
toll. The studio – prior to the digital
age – maintained five or six employ-
ees. Now, it’s just Jenks.

However, he plans to rejuvenate
business by taping his extensive
archive – which includes hundreds of
historic glass-plate images and thou-
sands of pictures. He’s set to create an
Internet store to sell prints.

Jenks envisions organizing the
photos by year. They date from the
1930s to modern times, and include
family portraits, school photos, land-
scapes, and wedding pictures.

“If your parents got married here in
town we probably took their pictures,”
Jenks said.

There are also a number of photos
– including some that are a century
old – of Vermont icons like Mount
Mansfield, Lake Champlain, Killing-
ton Peak, Pico Peak, Burke Mountain,
Willoughby Gap and The Old Man of
the Mountain in New Hampshire’s
Franconia Notch.

Jenks loves the old stuff and still
prefers to shoot in black and white
versus color, though he does own a
digital camera for
school photos.

“I love doing
the old black-and-
white stuff the
way they used to
way back when,”
he said.

Jenks started
working at Jenks
Studio in the sum-
mer of 1979 after
earning a culinary
arts degree at
Johnson & Wales
University in Providence, R.I.

“I didn’t want to work in a hot
kitchen so I started working for my

dad and never stopped,” he said. “I
learned by finding good fun people
who knew what they were doing and

I would hang
out with them
a lot.”

One of
them is Jay
K e n n e d y ,
owner of
Catamount
Studios in El-
more. The pair
are fast
friends.

“Bob is
definitely one
of the best

photographers in the country,”
Kennedy said. “That’s not to be taken
lightly. He’s known in big circles.
He’s a master of seeing light and put-

ting it on an image-capturing tool.”
Jenks’ relatives were masters as

well. His grandfather Zenas was tak-
ing portraits after going blind.

“Nobody knew he couldn’t see,”
Jenks said. “He just knew the studio
so well.”

Studio History

William Jenks opened the Jenks
Studio of Photography in Newport in
1886 and operated there until 1902
when he moved to the O. Dean Hale
Building on Main Street in St. Johns-
bury. The building was suitable be-
cause it had a skylight.

Curtains were used to control the
skylight on bright days. On gloomy
days, subjects used braces to keep still.

William handed off the business to
his son Zenas, who was Bob Jenks’
grandfather.

In the 1940s Jenks Studio got elec-

tronic strobe flashes, a huge advance.
It allowed the business to abandon the
skylight studio and move a few doors
down Main Street to its present street-
level location.

In 1968, Zenas gave the business to
his son Charles, a World War II vet-
eran who served in the South Pacific
doing reconnaissance and developing
pictures in a mobile darkroom.
Charles operated Jenks Studio until
1986, when he passed it to Bob.

“I like to think that I brought us
through the end of our first century,
and now it’s up to my son to take us
into the second,” Charles, who is now
deceased, is recorded as saying upon
handing over the business. “Neither
Robert nor I were determined to go
into photography when we were
young, but it has turned out that both
of us decided to go into it.”

COURTESY PHOTO

Robert C. Jenks holds a glass plate negative of his great-grandfather, William H. Jenks, who in

1886 founded Jenks Studio of Photography in St. Johnsbury.

Celebrating 125 Years ...

Jenks Studio Of Photography – Portrait Of An Evolving Business In The 21st Century

“If your
parents got

married here
in town we

probably took
their pictures.” 

– Bob Jenks
COURTESY PHOTO

Zenas Jenks, grandfather to current owner

Bob Jenks, was the second generation to

own and operate Jenks Studio of Photog-

raphy.
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Established 1903
Serving our community with compassionate 

and quality care … close to home!

• 24 Hour Emergency Department • Women’s Imaging Center
• Family Oriented Birthing Center • Complete Rehab Services

• Cardiology, Urology, Neurology, Gastroentrology & Orthopedic Services

Swiftwater Road • Woodsville, NH
603.747.9000 • www.cottagehospital.org

Established 1893

Hopkins & Sons, Inc.
43 Raymond St. • Lyndonville, Vt.

802-626-5555

• Concrete Products
• Masonry  Supplies

Established 1890

Investment Services Since 1890

1197 Main Street, Suite 2
St. Johnsbury, Vermont 05819

 (802) 751-0500
Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated

Established 1888

St. Johnsbury Barre Montpelier Waitsfield
748-2341 476-4156 223-2335 496-2424

123 Years and Still Building

Insurance Since 1882

GEO. M. STEVENS 
& SON CO.

Lancaster, Littleton, Lisbon and Colebrook

1-800-675-2555

GMS

www.geomstevensinsurance.com

Established 1897

Tire Sales • Auto Repair
Guaranteed Front-End Alignment

802-748-3171
Rte. 5 • St. Johnsbury, VT

TIRE & AUTO SERVICE

Kip Doyon, Mgr.

Established 1899

Dairy Association Co.
Inc.

P.O. BOX 145 • Lyndonville, VT 05851
802-626-3610 • FAX 802-626-3433

600 St. Johnsbury Road, Littleton, NH 03561
603.444.9000 / 800.464.7731 / www.littletonhospital.org

Providing quality, compassionate and accessible 
healthcare in a manner that brings value to all.

Established 1907

Established 1898

W. B. Mason Co., Inc.
Office Supplies, Furniture & Printing

805 Center Street
Lyndonville, Vermont 05851

1-888-WB MASON (1-888-926-2766

Established 1880

660033--883388--66552222
22 N. Main St.
Lisbon, N.H.

660033--444444--33997755
93 Main St.

Littleton, N.H.
Gregory Eastman

Home, Auto, Business, RVs, Bonds

800-427-3975
info@Hunkins-Eaton.com

Established 1913

“Your One Stop Cleaner”

8 0 2 - 7 4 8 - 2 3 0 8

72 Eastern Ave. St. Johnsbury, Vt.
Dry Cleaning Shirt

Tailoring Laundrying

Established 1886

4 GENERATIONS OF PHOTOGRAPHY

1886-2011
“Celebrating 125 Years”

Up on the Hill – Main St., St. Johnsbury – 802-748-3421
www.JENKSSTUDIO1886.com

Established 1915
Reliable, local farm insurance for nearly 100 years!

CCoonnttaacctt uuss aatt:: 338888--77991177 –– 11--880000--663399--44001177

BUY LOCAL – BUY “Co-op”

Visit www.co-opinsurance.com
to locate an agent near you.

Established 1889

www.theguarantybank.com
Woodsville • Piermont • Lisbon • Littleton

Lancaster • Plymouth • Franconia

1-800-564-2735 Member FDIC

Established 1919
The Old

Homestead
Bed and Breakfast

on U.S. Route 5 in Barnet, Vt.

Old world meets new world.
A 19th Century Inn with 21st Century amenities. 
Old world elegance with new world comfort.

Gail Warnaar, Innkeeper

Call: 802-633-4016
www.theoldhomestead.com

Established 1919
Poulos Insurance, Inc.

St. Johnsbury, Vt.
Montpelier, Vt.
Morrisville, Vt.

Woodsville, N.H.

Newport, Vt.
Orleans, Vt.
Bethel, Vt.

Rutland, Vt.

Woodstock, Vt.
Poultney, Vt.

Burlington, Vt.
Canaan, Vt.

E-mail: info@poulosinsurance.com

Home Office: 802-748-1200
800-639-1908

Established 1893

Celebrating 70 Years ...

PHOTO BY LORNA COLQUHOUN

More than a place to grab coffee and the morning newspaper, the Franconia Village Store is a

gathering place for locals to discuss daily events and, if necessary, solve the problems of the world.

Decades Of Down At
Franconia Village Store

By lorNa ColQUHoUN

Special to 

The Caledonian-Record

FRANCONIA, N.H. — The
morning crowd thinned out a while
ago, leaving Bob Gilbert and Ron
Flynn to ponder the crossword
puzzle on a counter in the back of
the Franconia Village Store.

“What’s a five-letter word for
comic queen?” Flynn asked no one
in particular.

The question went unanswered,
cast aside for conversation and an-
other cup of coffee. The coffee
costs a couple of coins, but the
conversation is free.

“It’s a gathering spot,” said
Steve Heath, whose family bought
the little brown store on Main
Street over 50 years ago.

Up until the late 1920s, the Vil-
lage Store was a blacksmith shop
and sometime in the 1930s, it be-
came a store.

William and Ruby Heath,
Steve’s parents, bought the place
in 1956 and since 2000, after his
brother, also named William, re-
tired, Steve Heath has kept the
store going.

It’s the kind of place just about
every town has, a place where you
can duck in for the morning paper
and cup of coffee and the gallon of
milk you forgot on the grocery
store run.

It’s the kind of place where
everyone does know your name –
and your claim to fame, or infamy.

“Every town has a local gather-
ing place and this is it for Franco-
nia,” Flynn said.

Observers will tell you that there
are two distinct types of people
who gather daily at the Village
Store, which opens at 6 a.m.

There are the folks who never
go past the coffee pot, the ones
who pour a cup and jaw for a few
minutes about the weather.

Then there are the ones, like
Gilbert and Flynn, who head to the
back of the store and take a seat at
the small counter, under a huge
poster of local son Olympic skier
Bode Miller.

“Back here, people talk about
town affairs because they know
they are amongst friends,” Heath
said, as he sliced meat to make
sandwiches for the upcoming
lunch crowd. “Out front, it’s more

neutral, like job talk.”
Gilbert interrupts, “If it’s in-sea-

son, they talk about fly fishing,” a
sport to which Heath is a devotee.
“Sometimes it gets to the point
where non-fishermen have to
leave.”

If anyone does wander back,
Gilbert and Flynn joke they’ll offer
up their seats “for someone limp-
ing or good-looking.”

If the store depends on regulars
for its livelihood, then the regulars
depend on, and likely expect, the
comfort of a routine – that you can
reach for the newspaper when you
come through the door and grab
milk from the cooler with your
other hand and that more than
likely, Ellie Lovett is going to ring
you up at the front of the store.

“Gosh,” the slight woman with
really blue eyes said, “I bet I’ve
been here 30 years.”

She knows everyone by name
and if not, welcomes them just the
same.

“I like the tourists,” she said.
“They come in from England, Ger-
many, France and most of them

haven’t seen a little village store
like this. They say, ‘You have
everything here.’”

“Everything” includes T-shirts,
of which one of the best selling is
one that says “Franconia – a small
drinking town with a big skiing
problem.”

And then there is the wine selec-
tion and a nice selection of im-
ported beer, which you may not
expect to find at a little village
store.

Like a lot of people who grew
up in the North Country, Heath
went away to school and thought
he was leaving his hometown be-
hind when he went off to college.

But he came back and now he
wouldn’t want to go anywhere
else.

“I love it here,” he said. “The
customers are my friends.”

What is left behind on this
morning is the newspaper, opened
to the crossword puzzle, with a
sharp pencil resting on it.

And no answer for the five-letter
word for comic queen.

PHOTO BY LORNA COLQUHOUN

Ellie Lovett, who has worked at the store for over 30 years, lets

customers know the soup special this day is chicken noodle.

Established 1863

SAWYER & RITCHIE
AGENCY

A Division of Noyle W. Johnson, Inc.

802-684-3411
198 Rte. 2 West

Danville, Vermont

Established 1853

www.passumpsicbank.comMember
FDIC

Your Partner in Financial Success

Established 1843
Our 168th Year!

Main Street – Littleton, NH 03561
603-444-6469

Established 1830
Fairbanks Scales
“Weighing Equipment for The World”

Celebrating our 180th Anniversary
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Established 1929

Established 1936

Delivering on a promise
189 Railroad Street, St. Johnsbury, VT

802-748-8934
www.deadriver.com

Established 1934

Dedicated to Your Good Health
RRaaiillrrooaadd SSttrreeeett

SStt.. JJoohhnnssbbuurryy,, VVeerrmmoonntt

802-748-3122
“Locally Owned Independent Pharmacy”

Established 1928
MARSHALL INSURANCE

AGENCY
Working for you since 1928

AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS • LIFE • HEALTH

92 Main Street • Lancaster, NH 03584
(603) 788-4657 phone • (603) 788-3504 fax
1-800-649-4658 (toll free in NH & VT)
www.marshallinsuranceagency.com

Established 1935

WALKER MOTOR
SALES, INC.

Dartmouth College Hwy. 
Woodsville, N.H.

www.walkermotorsales.com

603-747-3389/3380

Established 1929

GUARDIAN ANGEL CREDIT UNION
200 Coos Street
Berlin, NH 03570
603-752-2750

148 Main Street
Lancaster, NH 03584

603-788-4450
ATM

Established 1934

Pearsons
Funeral Home

Richard J. Fryer, Jr.Richard J. Fryer, Jr.
70 Church St. • Lyndonville, Vt.

802-626-5600

Railroad Street, St. Johnsbury, Vermont • 802-748-3471

Established 1933
AUTO PARTS • PBE SUPPLIES 

HD TRUCK PARTS • ACCESSORIES 
EQUIPMENT • MACHINE SHOP SERVICES

36 LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT NORTHERN NEW ENGLAND

1309 Mt. Eustis Road • Littleton, NH 03561-3735
1-800-645-3122 • www.LittletonCoin.com ©

20
11

LC
C

LL
C

Buying & Selling Coins and 
Paper Money for over 65 Years

America’s Favorite Coin Source • TRUSTED SINCE 1945

Established 1945

Established 1945
Desrochers & Sayles, Inc.

Doing Business As

Sayles Funeral Home

525 Summer St. • St. Johnsbury, VT 05819 • 802-748-3955

Rodney B. &
Karen Sayles

Marcia
Martel

Established 1943

A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION OF 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

ST. JOHNSBURY, VT. || 802-748-4914 • 1-800-516-2727
BRADFORD, VT. | 802-222-5270

Established 1941

I-93 Exit 38, Main St.
Franconia, N.H. 603-823-7782

• Video Rentals
• Great Coffee
• Maple Products
• T-Shirts
• Cold Beer/Wine
• Sandwiches
• Groceries

OPEN
Sun.-Thu. 6 am-9 pm
Fri. & Sat. 6 am-10 pm

802-334-2780 FAX 802-334-6344
800-440-2780

LETTERHEADS, ENVELOPES, BUSINESS CARDS, RACK CARDS
BUSINESS FORMS, COMPUTER FORMS AND CHECKS

PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS
WEDDING INVITATIONS AND ACCESSORIES

COMMERCIAL AND JOB PRINTING

415 UNION STREET • NEWPORT, VT 05855

WWW.MEMPHREMAGOGPRESS.COM

IN
C

.

Established
1937

Established 1927

APPLIANCES • TVs • FUEL OIL
PROPANE • GASOLINE

802-222-9211 – 1-800-654-3344
Locally owned & operated since 1927

in historic downtown Bradford, Vt.

Established 1923

MERRILL’S AGWAY
Seeds • Fertilizers • Lime • Peat • Mulches • Greenhouse Plants

Live Stock & Pet Feed & Supplies • Lawn & Garden Supplies & Equipment
Fencing • Propane Fill-Ups • Bird Feed & Feeders

Donald Merrill
603-444-7775 • FAX 603-444-6447 • 678 Meadow Street, Littleton, NH 03561

www.brewbyyou.com • mtwashhomebrew@hotmail.com

Mt. Washington
Homebrew Supply®

Established 1923

PLUMBING AND HEATING CONTRACTOR
FUEL OIL, K1 KEROSENE DIESEL & LP GAS

WEB: FITCHFUELCO.COM
EMAIL: FITCHFUEL@MYFAIRPOINT.NET

178 Summer Street
PO Box 372
Lancaster, NH 03584
NH Lic. 3141C • VT Lic. PM 3401

Established 1922
Caplan’s Army Store

David B. Caplan, Proprietor
457 Railroad St. • St. Johnsbury, Vt.

802-748-3236
Work & Casual Clothing
Outerwear • Footwear

Kayaks & Camping Equipment
Official Boy Scout Items

Established 1922
Business & Professional
Women, St. Johnsbury

“Women helping women”
Monthly dinner/program 

meetings are usually held on the
3rd Thursday of each month 
except July, August and

December. All are welcome.

For information call President Staci Whitcomb 802-751-0511
CELEBRATING OUR 89th YEAR!

Established 1919
West Barnet

Garage
802-633-2828

Owned & Operated by Gary Schoolcraft since 1979
Main St., West Barnet, Vt.

General Auto Repair
Tire Sales at Competitive Prices

Small Engine Repair

Established 1919

Established 1920

Established 1920

Industrial Products Group

Main St., Lyndonville, Vt.
802-626-3331

ISO 9001:2008

K E N N A M E TA L
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Jax Jr. Cinema was recognized from day one as a state-of-the-art theater.

The Corner Never Goes Dark:
Jax Jr. Cinema Enters New Age

By roBerT BleCHl

Staff Writer

LITTLETON, N.H. — When it
opened in 1951, the Jax Jr. Cinema
received a Merit Award from the
motion picture theater industry for
international recognition for being
one of the most modern and well-
appointed of all current theaters.

In the intervening decades, the
quest to stay modern has contin-
ued, and the Littleton movie house
just became the first all-digital 3D
movie theater in New Hampshire.

“It’s the most modern movie-
going experience at yesteryear’s
prices,” said owner Jack Eames.

Eames began working in the
theater at 8 years old, taking tickets
and doing post-show cleanup, and
by the time he was 16 he was a
projectionist as well as a summer-
time manager.

Located in the 30 Block of Main
Street, Jax Jr. Cinema was pre-
ceded by the Premier movie the-
ater, owned by Eames’s
grandfather, John B. Eames Sr.,
which opened Thanksgiving Day
1926, but was destroyed by fire in
1949.

The day after the fire, John B.
Eames – known as Jack – set up a
sandwich board on the 30 Block
that said, “watch this corner grow.”

Grow it did, and the elder Jack
Eames opened the Jax Jr. Cinema
in 1951 in a new fireproof concrete
building.

Two world premieres have
taken place at the Littleton movie
theater, including “The Great Lie”
(1941), starring Bette Davis, who
was friends with Jack.

“Two world premieres is quite
unique for any movie theater, let
alone a small town theater,” said
current owner Eames.

Jax Jr. Cinema also received a
telegram from Bob Hope and other
luminaries congratulating them on
the opening.

During his own lifetime, Eames
said the first “Harry Potter” install-
ment in 2001 drew the most sales
at the theater.

“We have yet to surpass that,”
he said. “We were sold out for
every show for the entire first
week.”

1997’s “Titanic” was also a hit
at Jax Jr. and some moviegoers had
to be turned away for lack of seats,
he said.

In 1982, the single-screen movie
theater was twinned for two
screens. In the late 1980s, the
sound was upgraded, and in 1999,
when Stars Wars: Episode I” was

released, it was upgraded once
again to Digital Theater Sound
(DTS), which features five speak-
ers.

In 2002, Cinema One in Jax Jr.
went to Dolby digital sound, which
Eames said is better for digital
sound than DTS. “It’s a little more
precise,” he said.

The DTS is now being phased
out at Jax Jr. and the new 3D digi-
tal system will soon feature Dolby
digital sound for both screens.

Other upgrades have continued
into the new century as well.

In the past 10 years, the marquis
has been redone with all neon and
the interior lobby revamped. The
seats installed in 1951 were re-
placed in 2007 with rocking-type
chairs that total 225 per screen
with a total theater capacity of 450.

Eames employs Gordon Fisher
as a full-time manager and six
part-time people, including Gor-
don’s wife, Barbara, and Phil
Rivera, of WLTN, who serves as
projectionist.

“What makes this place special,
like all the businesses we’ve been
a part of, is the staff,” said Eames.

A theater can have all the tech-
nology in the world, he said, but
it’s the staff that makes it a friendly
and welcoming place.

In the intervening decades since
Jax opened, movie theaters across
the nation had to contend with
competition, such as the advent of
television in the 1950s, video
home systems in the 1970s and
1980s and, more recently, the birth
of Netflix and Redbox, which offer
movie rentals as early as two
months after a theater release.

But digital 3D offers an experi-
ence that can’t be replicated at
home, said Eames.

“The beauty of digital is you get
a perfect picture every time you
play the movie,” he said.

Each time film is played it tends
to degrade, he said, and some reels
incur emulsion scratches.

And 3D is becoming more
available. Eames said it appears
the dam for 3D films broke in 2010
with more than 20 being released.

“That was the catalyst that made
me realize the time was now,” he
said. “Just about every animated
family movie and action movie is
now being released in 3D.”

The movies that do well in Lit-
tleton are family movies, comedies
and action-comedies, he said.

While ticket prices remained
static for 10 years, they did go up
last year and are $7 for adults and
$5 for seniors and children.

Buddy nights are Mondays,
when two moviegoers can buy
tickets for $4 apiece. The only time
buddy night is not available is
when the movie company pro-
hibits it through a contractual ob-
ligation, he said.

The technology is ever-chang-
ing, and for the future of Jax Jr.
Cinema, Eames sees the possibility
of streaming in live concerts on
screen and perhaps even Broad-
way plays.

Jax Jr. Cinema is open every day
of the week, and since February
2010, has been offering matinees
showings every Saturday and Sun-
day.

“The corner never goes dark,”
Eames said.

Celebrating 60 Years ...

PHOTO BY ROBERT BLECHL

Jack Eames inspects a new digital 3D movie projector.
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Established 1964
LARRABEE’S

BUILDING SUPPLY
Rt. 2 – West Danville, Vt.

802-684-3622

A complete line of building materials –
at competitive prices.

Established 1961

�
East St. Johnsbury, Vermont

802-748-9354
Rod, Traci & Shilo

ROD
’S USED CARS

Established 1960

Reliable, Safe, Responsive
Carly Zaun

Account Manager
Carly.Zaun@AmeriGas.com

Cell: 802-535-5067
www.Amerigas.com

Propane is Green & Clean

®

Established 1959

CALKINS ROCK PRODUCTS, INC.
Route 5, Lyndon, Vermont

802-626-5636 – Office: 802-626-5755
• SAND • GRAVEL • LEDGE ROCK

Established 1957

51 Depot Square, Ste. 3, St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

802-748-3678 www.nekchamber.com
802-748-0731 Fax director@nekchamber.com

Established 1955
Continuing a Tradition

“Really-Aged”
Cheddar Cheese
Smoked Cheddar 

Fine Gourmet Items

Open Daily 9:30-4:30
Closed Sundays

Tasting Samples
Free Brochure

603-823-8000
Sugar Hill, N.H. • www.HarmansCheese.com

Established 1957
BERWICK

AGENCY, Inc.
INSURANCE

REPRESENTING:

CO-OPERATIVE INSURANCE COMPANIES 
AND U.I.I.S. INSURANCE SERVICES

P.O. Box 272, Peacham,VT 05862 • 802-592-3234
Jeff & Cindy Berwick and Angeline Alley

email: insure@berwickagency.com

Established 1964

LYNDONVILLE AGWAY, INC.
YOUR YARD, GARDEN & PET PLACE

US Route 5 – Memorial Drive
Lyndonville, Vt. • 802-626-5538

Established 1959
North Country

FORD
sales, service, rental, autobody

1-800-982-2311 • 603-788-2311

29 Middle Street • Lancaster, NH 03584

northcountrymotors.com

Three g
enerations

strong sin
ce 1

959.

Established 1955
C.H. DANA 
RV, INC.

SALES & SERVICE
628 Woodsville Road
Monroe, NH 03771

Phone (603) 638-2200 
Tax Free NH

www.chdanarv.com

Fully Stocked

with 2011’s

Hitches
& Wiring

Largest Selection of

Pre-Owned

Campers

Largest Selection of

5th Wheels &

Travel Trailers

Established 1961
St. Johnsbury

Dental Associates, Inc.
One Place Notre Dame 

St. Johnsbury, Vt.
802-748-9357

Katherine Silloway, DDS • Peter G. Miller, DDS
David E. McLean, DDS • Mielle S. Fox, DMD
James T. Berrier, DDS • Aaron M. Layton, DDS

Established 1952

BRIGHTON GARAGE
INC.

Serving you for 59 years,
“Where you deal with the owner.”
49 Cross St., Island Pond, Vt.

802-723-4455     www.brightongarage.com 800-750-2425

GROCERIES • MEATS • PRODUCE • DELICATESSEN

GROCERIES • MEATS • PRODUCE • DELICATESSEN
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Established 1964

THE WHITE
MARKET

Main St., Lyndonville, VT • 802-626-5339
Plaza Store, Lyndonville, VT • 802-626-3654

Portland St., St. Johnsbury, VT • 802-748-5099

Established 1963

Vermont Mold
& Tool, Corp.

West Barnet, VT 05821
802-633-2300
Fax: 802-633-4963

e-mail: vtmt@wildblue.net

M
&
T

Established 1963

Margie’s
BEAUTY SHOP
Over 50 Years Experience

216 Gilman Ave., St. Johnsbury, Vt.

802-748-2616

Established 1963
Wheeler Building

Materials, Inc.
Church Street 

Lyndonville, Vermont

802-626-5102
Building and Painting Supplies,

“Boom Truck” and Forklift
Delivery Service Available

Established 1963

Gold Crown 
Lanes

212 Hastings Hill • St. Johnsbury, Vt.

802-748-2205
• 16 Lanes • 2 Billiard Tables

“New Hampshire’s First All Digital 3D Movie Theater”

Established 1950
FRANCONIA
HARDWARE

INC. 
“Your Good Neighbor
True Value Store”

OPEN 7 DAYS
334 Main Street
603-823-5541

FRANCONIA HARDWARE INC.
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Celebrating 50 Years ...

PHOTO BY JAMES JARdINE

Owen Wilson, 4, Shilo Wilson, Angela Daniels, Tracy Lamotte and Toby Merchant are the sales

and service team at Rod’s Used Cars in East St. Johnsbury, celebrating 50 years in business.

Rod’s Used Cars In St. J
Celebrates A Half Century

By James JardiNe

Staff Writer

EAST ST. JOHNSBURY — It
sometimes seems as though it’s
the big businesses that grab the
headlines, overshadowing the
everyday heroes who sustain our
communities – the small busi-
nesses that are actually the heart
of our economy.

It would be hard to find a more
rock-solid example of a success-
ful small business than Rod’s
Used Cars, still at the same loca-
tion on Route 2 in downtown East
St. Johnsbury.

Founded by Rod Lamotte 50
years ago when John F. Kennedy
was our new president and setting
foot on the moon was an impossi-
ble dream, when General Motors
next big thing was the Corvair and
a company called Studebaker was
selling the Lark, Rod’s Used Cars
is still going strong.

Lamotte started the business in
1961 after his discharge from the
U.S. Air Force. Immediately after
leaving from the service, he
worked at the Gilman paper mill,
then learned the local filling sta-
tion was available. He leased the
garage and began servicing cars.
A little later he began dabbling in
used car sales. When he began
Rod’s Used Cars, Lamotte and his
wife lived in an apartment up over
the garage.

Lamotte says he got a lot of
help sustaining his business and
one of the local businessmen who
taught him a great deal about the
car business was the late Harold
Warren, the owner of the local
Ford dealership in St. Johnsbury.
Warren used to tell Lamotte the

money wasn’t in fixing cars; it
was in selling them, Lamotte re-
calls.

He took Warren’s advice and
began getting into used-car sales
in earnest. For the last 50 years,
Rod’s Used Cars has sold used ve-
hicles and has always serviced
what they sell. In 2006, Rod sold
the business to his son, Tracy
Lamotte and his daughter, Nicole
Wilson and her husband, Shilo
Wilson.

Wilson learned the sales game
selling cable television door to
door for Charter Communications
for a few years before starting to
work at the business with Rod in
2004. He and Tracy took over the
business in 2006. Tracy Lamotte
runs the mechanical end of the
garage while Shilo Wilson man-
ages the sales end.

The service department is full
service – including brakes, ex-
haust, tires, state inspection or
mechanical work. The only thing
they don’t do is alignments. Rod’s
service customers can get the
whole range of work done in one
stop. Rod’s will do all the service
work after the sale on the vehicles
they sell, but customers need not
buy from Rod’s in order to get a
vehicle serviced there. Rod’s wel-
comes all customers to their shop.

Lamotte notes cars have
changed during the past 50 years.
He believes the vehicles sold
today are far and away the best-
built, longest-lasting, most
durable vehicles ever sold. He re-
members an earlier time when ve-
hicles were considered worn out
with 50,000 miles on them and if
mechanical failure didn’t do a ve-
hicle in, a few years exposure to

the salt on Vermont’s highways
could rust a vehicle out beyond
repair. Today, Lamotte and Wil-
son agree, there are more vehicles
on the market with over 100,000
miles on them every year and
those vehicles still run well and
have years of economical service
still left in them. Wilson com-
ments that when he attends
wholesale auto auctions picking
out vehicles for the sales lot, he
finds most of the vehicles offered
for sale have high mileage. Wil-
son concludes, however, that
100,000 miles on today’s used
cars is nothing.

Wilson tries to keep 50 to 60
vehicles on the lot at all times,
with the majority of those vehi-
cles in the 2000-2006 range. He
puts all of the vehicles on his lot
through his own repair shop to
make certain he knows the condi-
tion of each ones and makes any
repairs needed before the vehicle
is put in the front row. Wilson
puts a warranty on just about
every one of the cars and trucks
he sells. If the vehicle a customer
is looking for is not in stock, Wil-
son is more than happy to locate
just the right vehicle for the cus-
tomer.

Financing can be handled right
at the dealership with the cus-
tomer never having to go to the
bank. Rod’s Used Cars works
with the Passumpsic Savings
bank, local credit unions and
other lending sources to put to-
gether the best financing option
for the customer. Rod’s also offers
“buy here, pay here” financing
where the customer can make
weekly vehicle payments right at
the dealership.

Established 1950

The Regional Development Corporation, serving
Caledonia, Essex, and Orleans counties. Assistance with
site selection, leasing, financing, business start-up, local

knowledge, and international trade.
OFFICES: 

36 Eastern Avenue • St. Johnsbury, VT 05819 • 802.748.5181
55 Seymour Lane • Newport, VT 05855 • 802.334.5861

Established 1946

230 Main Street • Lyndonville
802-626-9859 • www.BournesEnergy.com

Home heating, cooling & solar energy solutions.

Established 1947

SHADES • BLINDS
CUSTOM WINDOW

TREATMENTS & UPHOLSTERY
60 Chiswick Ave., Littleton, New Hampshire

603-444-5336

Established 1948

104 Main St., Suite 4 • Lancaster, N.H.
603-788-4321 • 603-788-4323 Fax

Staff for Business. Jobs for People
Respect for Both.
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Established 1970
DARLING’S AUTO

REPAIR, INC.
24 HOUR COMPLETE FLATBED & TOWING SERVICE

Complete Automotive Repairs
Collision Repair (Our Specialty)

Full Mecanical Repair • Glass Replacement
Owners: Craig & Cindy Darling

Branch Brook Road Creamery Road
Groton, Vt. South Ryegate, Vt.
802-584-3273 802-584-4773

Established 1970
Concrete Foundations

Floors • Slabs

ROSS C. PAGE
FOUNDATIONS

Residential • Commercial • Agricultural

368 Thaddeus Stevens Rd.
Tel./Fax 802-592-3382 Peacham, VT 05862

Established 1970
ELECTRIC CONTRACTORS

Murphy Electric
Your Total Electric Service

802-748-3877
�� SALES �� SERVICE

12 St. Mary St. (Under the Bridge) • St. Johnsbury, Vt.

Established 1969

Residential Care Home
“Our Home Is Your Home”

Ward Nolan, Administrator 47 Herrick Road
Phone: 802-873-3152 Derby Line, VT 05830
Fax: 802-873-9206 mmmanor@comcast.net

Established 1969

One Gordon Mills Way
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

WEIDMANN

Established 1968
Caledonia Home Health 

Care & Hospice
A division of Northern Counties Health Care, Inc.
Medicare, Medicaid, Certified Home Care and 

Hospice Program
Serving Caledonia and lower Essex Counties

RNs • Physical Therapists • Speech Therapist • Occupational Therapist 
Social Workers • Homemakers • Home Health Aides

24-hour service available
1-800-924-8116

802-748-8116
161 Sherman Drive, St. Johnsbury, Vt.

Established 1968
Division of CCR Sports, Inc.

564 Concord Ave., P.O. Box 6
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

802-748-4378 • Fax: 802-748-9974
• Tennis Court 

Construction/Maintenance
• Chain Link Fencing

• Recreational Lighting
• Running Tracks

• Accessories • Supplies
Manufacturers of ELITE

Sport Coatings

Established 1968

QUATRINI
REAL ESTATE

1111 Main St., St. Johnsbury, Vt.
802-748-9543

Susan Quatrini • Steve Quatrini 
Joyce Wieselmann • Sara Heft • Linda Pakus
www.quatrini.com • email: c21qre@sover.net

EACH OFFICE INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Established 1967

LLiittttllee MMoovveerr
KKAAPP EEnntteerrpprriisseess,, LLLLCC

LLooccaall && RReeggiioonnaall MMoovviinngg

Keith A. Phelps
838 Keyser Hill Rd.

St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

Phone 802-748-9112
Cell: 802-793-7986

E-mail: jphelps@kingcon.com
U.S. DOT 458292

PARKWAY REALTY
A S S O C I A T E S

PARKWAY REALTY
A S S O C I A T E S

75 Mt. Pleasant St., St. Johnsbury, VT 05819 • 802-748-8169
223 Main Street, Lyndonville, VT 05851 • 802-626-8333

www.parkwayrealtyassociates.com

*Originally established as Waterford Real Estate Agency

Established 1967 *

Maurice Chaloux  . . . . .748-9426
Mary Scott  . . . . . . . . . .633-2878
Tim Scott  . . . . . . . . . . .535-9436
Cheryl Kerr  . . . . . .603-616-8874

Patty Emery  . . . . . . . . .626-9693
Scott Bollman  . . . . . . .626-9983
Danica Rolfe  . . . . . . . .626-1133

Established 1968

Keep Vermont Growing - “Select Cut”

Jackson Mitchell, Jr.
LOGGING CONTRACTOR

� Forestry • Site Work � Firewood
� Buy standing timber or timberland
P.O. Box 589, Lyndonville, VT 05851

802-626-5591

Established 1967
STULA ACRES

382 Blake Pond Rd., Sheffield, Vt.

MEAT CUTTING
Wild Game and Farm Animals

Year-round • Over 40 Years Experience
VT Licensed

802-626-8625

Established 1967

Established 1967
We have the good parts!

CHUCK’S
AUTO PARTS

221 Broad Street – Lyndonville, VT 05851
Mon.-Fri. 7:00-5:00 • Sat. 7:00-Noon • Sun. 9-11:30

Phone: 802-626-5369 / 802-626-9632

Established 1966
Mayo’s Glass Service
“Your Full Service Glass Shop”

• Auto • Residential
• Commercial

744 Portland Street, St. Johnsbury, Vt.

802-748-8895
www.mayosglass.com

Established 1966

Exit 22 Off I-91 • Route 5
Memorial Drive, St. Johnsbury, VT

802-748-2209
An L&T Auto Group Dealership 

www.vtautodeals.com

Established 1966
Mayo’s Furniture
& Floor Covering

802 Railroad Street • St. Johnsbury, Vt.
802-748-8725

Furniture • Paint • Carpet • Flooring
Window Treatments  • Wallpaper

Owner: Fred Laferriere

AERUS
ELECTROLUX

Dealer: RONALD GUY
802-626-5786

When only the best will do.
45 YEARS • SALES & SERVICE

Established 1966

Established 1965
Steve
Young
Broker

UNITED COUNTRY - YOUNG AGENCY
Box 588, Lyndonville, VT 05851

Bus.: 802-626-3688 • Cell: 802-274-1275
Email: steveyounglandman@hotmail.com

No One Knows The Country Like We Do®

Established 1964

Exit 42 Off I-93, Route 302

Meadow Street, Littleton, N.H.

1-800-731-1349
A member of the Autosaver Group

www.crosstownmotors.net

Celebrating 40 Years ...

PHOTO BY ROBIN SMITH

Owner Mark Hayes and all the employees of Hayes Ford on East Main Street in Newport City.

The company is celebrating 40 years in business.

Hayes Ford Has Been And
Still Is A Family Affair

By roBiN smiTH

Staff Writer

NEWPORT CITY — Mark John Hayes II, known
as John, started the family car business in 1958.

But the Hayes name became the fixture it is in
Newport City when the Hayes family purchased its
current building on East Main Street from Fernand
Poutre.

The home of Hayes Ford, established in 1971, is
now a landmark dealership in Newport City. Hayes
Ford is celebrating 40 years this year.

Mark Hayes III and his brother Michael took over
from their father. Michael Hayes left after 12 years
for Washington, D.C.

Now Mark, 59, leads the company, after buying the
business from his father in 1994.

Although he is the only Hayes still involved – and
he has no children to continue the family name – he
still considers it a family business.

Hayes served in the U.S. Navy and went to college
before joining the business. He has put 33 years into
the company.

He has more than two dozen employees, with about
20 full-time and six part-time.

Many of his employees have been with him for
decades. He is able to spend more time with family
in the morning because his key staff members cover
early mornings. And then he can work later in the
evening to meet with customers, who come in after
supper many days. That’s a good time to sell vehicles,
he said.

His father retired and has since passed away.
But Hayes said his mother is still the source for his-

torical information about the company and family his-
tory. He checked in with Alice Hayes, 86, who had
details about dates of the company history.

Hayes said he doesn’t sit in the office. He likes
working with customers.

“I still sell,” he said. “My dad told me years ago:
‘Don’t get stuck in the back office. Sell.’ Sales is the
fun part.”

Ford Products

And it is even more fun now, because despite the
past two years of a down economy, the Ford market
is doing well. “Our products are better than ever,” he
said.

Ford Motor Company survived the Great Reces-
sion, Hayes said, because Ford had already begun to
develop new products and change its way of doing
business.

Ford also did not need to accept a federal handout,
which Hayes said has made a big difference in cus-
tomer perception of Ford as a company.

Also, Ford focused on its key brands, Ford and Lin-
coln. It shed foreign brands it picked up in the past
and even is closing down its Mercury line in favor of
emphasis on the Fords.

The new Fords and Lincolns have a distinctive
American look, he said.

“We’ve got a lot to be proud about of being Amer-
ican,” he said. “In the last two years, we’ve seen more
of our old customers come back in. We have great
customers.”

It’s important to have a good product to sell. “It’s
my name on the building,” Hayes said. “When your
name is on it, you feel differently.”

Future Expansion

Nobel Craft built the current Hayes Ford building
in the 1950s during World War II. Hayes Ford is the
fourth car dealership on the site.

Hayes plans to expand the front of the building to
create a new showroom for his Lincoln line. The deal-
ership currently does not have a showroom. Hayes
said that the addition would enhance the dealership.

Hayes Ford is the only Lincoln dealership in east-
ern Vermont north of Route 100, he said. Hayes Ford
also is only one of two dealers authorized to sell and
service Class 6 and 7 Ford trucks.

The commercial truck sales and shop segment is a
benefit to Hayes Ford, he said.

Hayes loves working in this area, with Quebec out
the back door, even though that means the potential
market for the dealership is cut in half by the
U.S./Canadian border.

“I just love where I live in the U.S.,” he said. But
he also enjoys being so close to the playground of
Montreal.

PHOTO BY ROBIN SMITH

Mark Hayes took up the family business and

continued it, and is celebrating 40 years in

Newport City.
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Established 1973

Calkins
Sand & Gravel, Inc.

Coventry, Vt. – 802-334-8418
Office: Rt. 5, Lyndon, Vt. • 802-626-5755

Washed Sand • Stone • Gravel • Ledge Products
Custom Portable Crushing!

Established 1972
Abbott Rental

& Party Store
1-800-287-6557 • 1-603-444-6557

www.abbottrental.com

Established 1972

Dale Wells Building
Contractor, Inc.

129 Johnson Rd. • St. Johnsbury, Vt.

802-748-2713
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

Established 1972

Lamplighter
Lounge

(Inside Gold Crown Lanes)

212 Hastings Hill • St. Johnsbury, Vt.

802-748-2205

Established 1972
CALL:

802-626-8686
or Toll Free:

1-800-321-8688
at Exit 23, I-91,
Lyndonville, Vt.

BEHIND COLONNADE INN

www.beanshomes.com

Established 1974

BOULAY’S AUTO
USED CARS BOUGHT AND SOLD
Complete, Professional Auto Body Repairs

General Auto Repairs

RTE. 122–LYNDONVILLE, VT.
802-626-8860

Monday-Friday 8-5 • Saturday 8-Noon

Established 1974

www.aldrichfabrication.com

Aldrich Fabrication Center
World Class Operation With A Local Touch!

1-800-225-4664
Fax:

1-800-377-1612

Established 1974

“If you bought it 
somewhere else,

you probably 
paid too much!” 

603-837-2345 •• www.villagegun.com

GUNS • AMMO
4 KING’S SQUARE

WHITEFIELD, NH 03598

GOODRIDGE
LUMBER, Inc.

Specializing in White Cedar Log Homes
Log Siding • Rough & Finished Lumber.

Perma-chink log home products.
www.goodridgelumber.com

Established 1974

Albany, Vermont • 802-755-6298

Quality Lumber & Service for over 35 years.

Established 1974

“OUR BUSINESS IS 
BUILDING YOURS SINCE 1974”

Construction Management � Design - Build Services
� Metal Buildings �

Industrial � Commercial � Institutional

P.O. Box 860
Derby, VT 05829
E-Mail: spates@together.net

Office: 1876 Beebe Road
800-639-3550   Derby, Vt.

802-766-5000  Fax: 766-2142

SPATES
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

802-626-8892 • 802-535-6100
email: reglussier@kingcon.com • www.lussierauction.com

Established 1973 Established 1973

Dussault’s
Heating

12 Noel Drive • Danville, Vt. 

880022--774488--44994455
Serving our valued customers for 38 years.

Established 1971
“Serving You For 40 Years”

987 East Main Street
Newport, Vt.

802-334-6587
1-800-649-4770
www.hayesford.com

Hours:
Eves. ‘til 7 p.m.

Sat. 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Closed Sun.

Established 1973
Whitefield Hardware 

& Building Materials, Inc.

11 Main St., Whitefield, NH 03598

603-837-2600

Established 1972
Desrochers & Sayles, Inc.

Doing Business As

GUIBORD FUNERAL HOME
Spacious

Renovated
Facility

THOMAS BARRETT
ERNEST COOLBETH

RODNEY SAYLES

15 Main St., Lyndonville, VT 05819 • 802-626-9389

Established 1973

Rte. 5 • Bradford, Vt.
Open Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m.-5 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m.-Noon
VISA / MASTERCARD / DISCOVER / AMERICAN EXPRESS

802-222-5280 • 1-800-455-5280

Established 1972

JEWELERS � BOUTIQUE � GALLERY
Fred and Robin Little

17 EASTERN AVE. – ST. JOHNSBURY, VT

802-748-2933

Two Generations to Serve You Better

Established 1973

Over 50 Years Construction Experience

802-467-3372 or 802-467-3445
FAX: 802-467-3372

Established 1974

HOURS:
Monday-Friday: 9-5:30
Saturday: 9-12:00

Edward & Karlene Parrish

SHOE
STORE

&
SHOE
REPAIR

30 Young Street
Newport, Vermont 05855

Established 1972WWee ttrreeaatt
yyoouu lliikkee

ffaammiillyy..

HOSPITAL DRIVE, ST. JOHNSBURY 
802 748-8141|WWW.NVRH.ORG

Established 1974
Kitchenware
& Stylish
Gifts

Wine Room
Yankee
Candles

Natural
& Organic
Foods

Vitamins &
Supplements

Today’s Natural General Store
537 Railroad St., St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

802-748-3587 • www.naturalprovisionsvt.com

Established 1971

Celebrating 40 Years ...

PHOTO BY AMY ASH NIXON

Thelma White, a resident at the St. Johnsbury Health and Rehabiltation Center, sings along

with a song at a recent karaoke event, enjoying herself, and moving her wheelchair back and

forth a bit with the music.

St. J Health And Rehabiltation
Provides Years Of Patient Care

By amy asH NixoN

Staff Writer

ST. JOHNSBURY — By 40, we all need a little
makeover, and we’re not so shy to admit there are
things about ourselves we can improve upon.

It’s like that for St. Johnsbury Health and Rehabil-
itation Center, too, which marks its 40th birthday this
year.

For the last few years, the center, located on Hos-
pital Drive, has been getting a face-lift, a few rooms
at a time. In December, the physical therapy rooms
were made anew and are now filled with new equip-
ment and sunlight streaming in, making a cheerful
space for staff and patients recovering from injuries
or setbacks because of illness or aging.

There are plans for blocks of rooms to continue to
be made over until the entire facility has seen a
makeover, said Shawn Hallisey, administrator of the
facility, where there are 110 beds, about 80 housing
permanent care residents, and the remainder for short-
term rehabilitation patients.

In the rehabilitation program, people can come and
stay for a short time, or however long is necessary,
and receive full in-house care for everything ranging
from physical therapy to occupational therapy, speech
and respiratory therapy, explained Hallisey.

In addition to wing by wing plant makeovers, the
40-year-old building, which began as the St. Johns-
bury Convalescent Center according to a more than
30-year employee, has also been working hard on im-
proved patient care outcomes, communications with
doctors, safety track records for employees and more,
stressed Hallisey. The results are bringing in com-
mendations, including an award from the American
Health Care Association for dramatically improved
patient care.

Just how to celebrate a full four decades of patient
care in St. Johnsbury is still being planned, said Hal-
lisey. He said the health center is the kickoff concert
each spring for the St. Johnsbury Town Band, and that
the 40th birthday bash may just coincide with the con-
cert, but there are other ideas floating, too, including
a car show after last year’s first-ever, successful clas-
sic car show, or perhaps even a fireworks display on
the Fourth of July.

St. Johnsbury Health and Rehabilitation Center has
had a handful of owners over its four decade history
here, and is owned today by Canadian-based Revera
Health Care Systems, said Hallisey. The health care
provider owns 30 homes in the United States, and in
Canada, he said, they are the largest provider of elder
or senior services in the country, providing everything

from long-term care to home health care in more than
250 facilities and services in Canada. The company
is headquartered north of Toronto, he said, and puts a
high value on improving patient care, investment in
their facilities, and employee appreciation efforts, all
of which contribute to a better quality of life for the
residents and patients.

Special programs and activities are offered every
day, from entertainment to trips outside the center,
noted Hallisey. Last year, he and a nurse took two eld-
erly gentlemen to Fenway Park to see their beloved
Red Sox, he smiled. One of the two gentlemen has
passed away, the other one has been assured if the Sox
make the World Series, he’ll be going again, Hallisey
said, smiling.

Last year, about half the residents of St. Johnsbury
Health and Rehabilitation Center were taken out to
Crystal Lake for their first annual summer picnic, said
Hallisey.

“It was a really good day, they really enjoyed it,”
he said. Two buses were rented from RCT and made
multiple trips each to accommodate the number of
residents who attended the outing, he said.

For more information about St. Johnsbury Health
and Rehabilitation Center, visit www.reveraStJohns-
bury.com.

PHOTO BY AMY ASH NIXON

Clarence Ash, a patient at the St. Johnsbury

Health and Rehabilitation Center, works with

physical therapist Todd Rexford during a session

in  the center’s recently remodeled PT room.

Established 1970
Jerry’s Machine Shop

No Job Too Big or Small
All Work Done In-House

Custom Machine Work • Engine Rebuilding 
Crank Shaft Grinding • Polishing  • Planing • Decking 
Valve Jobs • Rod Resizing • Boreing • Welding • etc.

Fair Prices & Friendly Service
In Business for over 30 years

1211 Mt. Pisgah Rd. • St. Johnsbury, VT 05819
Monday - Friday 7:00 A.M - 5:00 P.M.

802-748-9148

Established 1970

JOHN • CHUCK • SHAWN
With over 60,000 parts on our shelves and 

millions more less than a day away, we have 
one of the area’s best availability of parts for 

your domestic or imported vehicle.

CALED NIA
AUTOMOTIVE SUPPLY 580 Portland St., St. Johnsbury, Vt.

802-748-NAPA

802-748-NAPA
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Established 1978
COLONIAL
VILLAGE 

BEAUTY SHOP
594 Railroad St. – St. Johnsbury, Vt.

802-748-9228
Kathy – Julie

Established 1978
M&M

Beverage Centers
Corner of Broad St. & Red Village Rd.

Lyndonville, VT • 802-626-4594
Gas • Diesel • Off Road • Kerosene

20 lb. Propane Tank Exchange
Deli • Mini Mart • Lottery

Beverages • Dairy Products • ATM

Established 1978

Creaser
Realty

Robert Creaser
Real Estate of All Kinds

Including Huntington Homes
34 Skyview Terrace • St. Johnsbury, Vt. • 802-748-3033

www.creaserrealty.com

Established 1977

6611 DDeeppoott SStt..,, LLyynnddoonnvviillllee,, VVTT
880022--662266--99336677

wwwwww..kkeeiirraassccoolllleeccttiibblleess..ccoomm

Keira’s
Collectibles

• USED BOOKS
• VINTAGE TOYS
• COMIC BOOKS

• HANDMADE GIFTS
• BASKETS

• MUCH, MUCH MORE !

FABRICTOWN
• FABRIC

• NOTIONS
• YARNS

• THREAD
• CRAFT & QUILTING

SUPPLIES

Established 1977

1284 U.S. Rte. 302
Barre-Montpelier Road, 
Barre, Vermont 05641

Wood or Gas Stoves and Fireplaces

Peter L’Esperance 800-677-4905
802-476-4905 Fax: 802-476-4998

Established 1977
HOUSTON’S
FURNITURE BARN
USED FURNITURE 

COLLECTIBLES
ANTIQUES

JCT. of RTE. 302 and RTE. 117 • 20 RIVER ROAD
LISBON, NH 03585

TELEPHONE 603-838-5920

SAM      RACHEL HOUSTON

and

and

Established 1976

TV GUY
Television & Satellite

Sales & Service
“A Full Line Panasonic Dealer”

Dish Network • Direct TV • WildBlue Internet
2 Montibello St. • Woodsville, N.H.

603-747-2233

Established 1976

Can’t find what you need?
We can special order it for you!

CHOOSE FROM OVER
75,000 ITEMS

EASTERN AVENUE
ST. JOHNSBURY, VT.

Celebrating 35 Years

OPEN
MON.-SAT.

8-5:30
FRI. ’TIL 6
SUN. 9-1

802-748-8076

CUSTOM FRAMING
TUXEDO RENTALS

Established 1976

Unique Gifts • Vermont Products
“Close to Home, Far from Ordinary”

443 Railroad St., Suite 2, St. Johnsbury, VT 05819
Phone & Fax: 802-748-1912

(dba Two W’s Inc.)

Established 1976

Getting Health Care to the People

Northern Counties Health Care, Inc.
Our health centers provide high quality, family-centered care

based on an individual’s needs, not ability to pay.

Caledonia Internal Medicine .....................802-748-5174
St. Johnsbury Family Health Center ..........802-748-5041
Island Pond Health & Dental Center .........802-723-4300
Hardwick Area Health Center....................802-472-3300
Northern Counties Dental Center ..............802-472-2260
Caledonia Home Health Care & Hospice ..802-748-8116

Concord Health Center ................802-695-2512
Danville Health Center ................802-684-2275

Established 1975
Bruce McDowell
Building & Redecorating

Painting, Papering
Floor Sanding and Carpentry

146 Clarks Ave.
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819 (802) 748-1055

Established 1975

BERRY TIRE CO.
East Lyndon Rd. – Lyndonville, Vt.

802-626-9326
Tire Sales and General Repairs

Complete Computerized 4-Wheel Alignment.
Computerized Wheel Balancing.

“Located in the heart of downtown Red Village”

Established 1974

OPEN EVERY DAY
603-444-5263

81 MAIN ST. • LITTLETON, NH 03561
http://www.booksmusictoys.com

Established 1976
THE CREAMERY RESTAURANT

INCORPORATED
Hill Street – Danville, Vermont

A delightful family owned & operated restaurant.
All our foods are prepared with 

Real Vermont Products.

Established 1975

Railroad St.
St. Johnsbury

802-748-3613

Celebrating 36 Years of Fine Food

Established 1976

The Framing Format
And Gallery

“CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING”
Prints by Will Moses, Fred Swan and

Robert Duncan
Sharon E. Reihmer, Prop.

485 Lafayette St.  802-748-3964 St. Johnsbury, Vt.

Established 1975

Established 1977

Styles By Patty
“The Family Hair Place”

223 Pearl Street • St. Johnsbury, Vt.

880022--774488--88558844

Complete Line of

Individual Hair Styling 
for the Entire Family

Established 1976

PAUL’S FARM SERVICE
Sales • Service • Parts

Paul D. Bergeron
Phone (802) 695-2500 • Fax (802) 695-2900

514 West Main Street (US RT 2) 
Concord, Vermont 05824

Serving Agricultural Needs with Integrity Since 1976

Established 1976
KEN ARMSTRONG

MASONRY
150 Red Brick Rd., Lyndonville, VT

802-626-8495

4 GENERATIONS
MASONRY

Dana Armstrong – 802-535-5948
Residential & Commercial

Fully Insured • Free Estimates

Over 35 years of providing quality affordable
healthcare in your community!

Established 1977
DEALERS OF: WHIRLPOOL

• ESTATE • KITCHENAID • FRIGIDAIRE

Wayne’s Appliance
Sales & Service

Most Brand Appliances Serviced!

102 Depot Street
Lyndonville, VT 05851

Telephone 802-626-9547

New, Used & Rare Books
GREEN

MOUNTAIN
BOOKS &
PRINTS
802-626-5051

1055 Broad St., Lyndonville, VT 05851

Established 1977

Established 1976
Karl Armstrong 
Masonry, LLC
5202 Memorial Drive, Lyndon, VT

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
MASONRY CONSTRUCTION & REPAIR

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN CONSULTANT

Fully Insured

802-626-8775
Fax: 802-626-8778

Gas & 
Woodstoves

Celebrating 30 Years ...

PHOTO BY JAMES JARdINE

The “Team” at Maple Center Motors includes, from left, Mike Smith - reconditioning, Doug Stet-

son Jr. and Dave Greenwood Jr. - mechanics, Serena Parker - administration, Kevin Sanborn

and his father Gary Sanborn - sales.

It’s A Team Effort At
Maple Center Motors
By James JardiNe

Staff Writer

ST. JOHNSBURY — Buyers
looking for a used car, sport utility
vehicle, van or pickup should in-
clude Maple Center Motors in St.
Johnsbury Center on their itiner-
ary.

Gary Sanborn first opened his
used-car business about 30 years
ago and has become one of the best
known car dealers in the Northeast
Kingdom. Gary ran the business
on his own up until about 16 years
ago when Gary’s son, Kevin San-
born, joined on.

Today, the father-and-son team
sell used vehicles, arrange financ-
ing for the customer through a
wide selection of auto finance
sources and offer comprehensive
service in their own mechanical re-
pair shop.

Someone buying a car at Maple
Center can get everything done at
the dealership, from purchasing
and financing the car to following
up with maintenance and repair
work. Whether it is buying a new
set of tires for the vehicle, replac-
ing the brakes or installing a com-
plete exhaust system, Maple
Center Motors can do it all at its St.
Johnsbury Center garage. Gary
Sanborn points out that after 30
years in the used-car business, he’s
gotten good at figuring out how to
keep costs low when it comes to
repairing one of his cars. His net-
working pays off for his customers
because he can arrange to have
specialized shops perform certain
repairs his own shop is not
equipped to handle. He stresses the
amount of money that can be
saved by the consumer as a result
of picking the right repair shop can
be substantial.

Gary and Kevin have a con-
stantly changing inventory of cars,
trucks, vans and sport utility vehi-
cles that generally range in price
from $5,000 to $24,000. Gary has
a range of financing sources for his
customers, with interest rates as
low as 3.9 percent for qualified

buyers. Of course, not everyone
will be able to take advantage of
that low interest rate, but he is able
to line up financing for most cus-
tomers. In today’s economy, with
many customers facing financial
pressures, Sanborn’s flexible fi-
nancing can be an important com-
ponent of the car purchasing
decision.

Gary Sanborn is a St. Johnsbury
native and St. Johnsbury Academy
graduate who enlisted in the U.S.
Navy after graduation. Following
his discharge from the Navy, San-
born returned to the St. Johnsbury
area and began working for the
Beneficial finance company in St.
Johnsbury. His next position was
with the Prudential insurance com-
pany. He broke into the car busi-
ness as a new-car salesman for the
local Ford dealership in 1974 and
sold new and used cars and trucks
until 1981 when he decided to go
into business for himself.

“I liked the car business,” San-
born said. “I wanted to do it my
way.”

He liked the idea of running a
small business, saying, “I worked
for too many big businesses.”

Sanborn’s first used-car lot was
on Route 2 east in St. Johnsbury
near the Route 18 and Route 2 in-
tersection. His next business loca-
tion was on Portland Street in St.
Johnsbury where he shared space
with a Midas muffler shop. In
1984, he acquired his present loca-
tion on Route 5 in St. Johnsbury
Center and built a new building de-
signed as a retail car lot and me-
chanical repair center. Since then,
he’s added onto his garage and his
lot.

Sanborn said he’s been very
happy pursuing his automotive ca-
reer. He has no plans to retire any-
time soon, although he might cut
back a bit at some point. He likes
the small business and likes run-
ning a business with a small group
of people, compared to some large
company with too many people
doing too many different jobs.

Sanborn’s business is a good fit for
him.

“I look forward to coming to
work,” he said. “I enjoy working
with the public. I enjoy it more
now than I did 20 years ago.”

Sanborn said cars today are
more durable and better built than
they’ve ever been and that today’s
driver puts more miles a year on a
car than ever before. As a result,
many used cars on the market
today may have 100,000 miles or
more on them and still be a good
choice as a used car. He said buy-
ers are adapting to the idea that a
high-mileage car is not a worn-out
car, and still has many miles of life
left on it.

Another change in the business
is that many more women are car
buyers today and Maple Center
Motors understands the impor-
tance of recognizing a female
buyer is a serious, knowledgeable
buyer who is increasingly the one
controlling the pocketbook and
making the purchasing decision.
Sanborn and his son Kevin look
forward to assisting the woman
buyer who is in the market for a
car for herself or for her family.

His two full-time mechanics,
Doug Stetson Jr. and Dave Green-
wood Jr., have each been with
Maple Center Motors for more
than 10 years and the dealership
can do any repair work except
transmission overhaul, but even
then Maple Center can take in your
vehicle and have the transmission
shipped out for an overhaul by a
local transmission specialist.

Kevin Sanborn has been a key
member of the Maple Center team
for more than 16 years, going on
the road to buy used vehicles for
the dealership and selling vehicles
at the dealership. Kevin Sanborn is
“a car guy” who can still get ex-
cited about some of the cars on the
market and he enjoys working
with his father because he finds
he’s not doing the same thing
everyday and the variety keeps the
job interesting.
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Established 1981

438 Railroad St., Suite 2, St. Johnsbury, VT
802-748-5646

Mon.-Fri. 9-5 • Sat. 9-2 • Closed Sunday
Flowers For All Occasions • Finest in Wedding Flowers

Full-Service Florist
We take pride in giving our customers individualized

attention to assure them the finest in floral arrangements.
www.artisticgardensvt.com

Arti
stic GardensFlorist 

Established 1981
Burke View Garage, Inc.

REPAIR WORK ON 
FOREIGN & DOMESTIC • CARS & TRUCKS

Brakes • Shocks • Exhaust • Oil Change • Tires

Official Vermont Inspection Station
ASE Certified Mechanic

“Where Quality isn’t expensive, it’s priceless.”

Mon. - Fri. 8-5
RT. 114 • E. BURKE RD.

LYNDONVILLE, VT 802-626-3282

Established 1980
Welcome to &

Celebrate
Everything
Breakfast & Lunch

Everyday!

Open 7 Days a Week at 6:30 AM
603-444-5722
TAKE-OUT TOO!

Main St., Littleton – Next to Jax Jr. Cinema

Established 1980
LANCASTER HARDWARE

& HOME CENTER

200 Main Street, Lancaster, N.H.
603-788-4445

Established 1980

Bruce Houghton & the Crew
Red Village Road – Lyndonville, Vt.
“See You in the Spring”
“Don’t Forget to Remember”

Established 1980

Gil’s Construction
Foundations & Floors

FREE ESTIMATES
2085 New Boston Rd., St. Johnsbury, Vt.

880022--774488--99447766

Established 1979
DANVILLE RESTAURANT

& INN
Danville, Vt.
802-684-3484
Fully Licensed
CCaassuuaall DDiinniinngg
&& LLooddggiinngg

Established 1980
Greg W. 

Schoolcraft
BUILDING CONTRACTOR

P.O. Box 1 – Peacham, VT 05862   
802-592-3583 • bgs2@fairpoint.net

New Homes • Remodeling • Cabinet Work
Quality Work • Free Estimates

Established 1979

Route 302 • Exit 17
Wells River, Vermont802-429-2120

DAILY SPECIALS • SUNDAY BRUNCH
50-Item Salad Bar Including

Paul’s Famous Tabouli Hummus
FRIDAY NIGHT KARAOKE
Meet Paul Sarkis, New Owner

TTuuee..--TThhuu.. 55--88::3300 ppmm •• FFrrii.. && SSaatt.. 55--99 ppmm •• SSuunn.. 1100 aamm--33 ppmm

aa hhaaiirr ssaalloonn

Established 1980

Specializing in Haircuts & Hair Color
802-748-8810

142 Eastern Ave., St. Johnsbury, Vt.

Established 1979
CALENDAR BROOK
CABINETRY, INC.

DAVID PATOINE, MASTER CRAFTSMAN

Custom Kitchens, Baths and Home Cabinetry,
Hardwood Flooring, Lumber & Plywood Sales

TEL/FAX 4863 Memorial Drive Lyndon

802-748-5658 St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

Established 1980

The Helpful Place
31 Perras Road, Northumberland, NH

Phone: 603-636-1391 Fax: 603-636-1405
Toll Free: 800-545-0772

www.perrasace.com

Established 1980
Antique

and Custom

Brass & Copper Lighting

Custom Plant, Petal and Fabric Shades

Repair • Rewire • Polish • Residential Wiring

www.highbeams.com

Trenny Robb
and

Bob Michaud

Rt. 5 • Sutton, VT 05867

802-467-3943

Established 1980
East Burke 

Market
Groceries • Beer & Wine

Movies • ATM

461 Route 114, East Burke, VT

802-626-5010

Established 1980

49 Perkins St., Saint Johnsbury, VT 05819
802-748-5313 • Fax 802-748-3069

Fitness
Wellness Programs

Racquet Sports

Established 1980

“Insurance Work
A Specialty”

802-748-8694
23 Coffin Rd., St. Johnsbury, Vt.

Established 1980

376 Broad St., Lyndonville, Vt.
802-626-4276 • 802-626-9251 • (Vt.) 1-800-639-1591

Mon.-Fri. 8-5 • Sat. 8-Noon 
Dave & Diane Ainsworth

Good Used
Late Model

Cars and Trucks
For Sale

Brakes • Exhaust • Tires • Oil Change • Struts & Shocks
Insurance Work • Used Parts • 4-Wheel Alignment

Auto Detailing • 24-Hour Towing
Vt. State Inspection Station

Mountain View Auto, Inc.
Sales and Services

Established 1979

Established 1979
NORTH COUNTRY

VENDING, Inc.
10 Jones St.           St. Johnsbury, Vt.

802-748-8057
Specializing in Full Line Industrial Vending

OFFICE COFFEE SERVICE
Designed For Your Convenience

We make the break.
“SERVICE IS OUR BUSINESS”     The Randall Family

Established 1979
St. Johnsbury 

House of Pizza
PIZZA • GRINDERS

APPETIZERS • PASTA

802-748-5144
287 Portland Street
St. Johnsbury, VT

Established 1979

UP NORTH WOODSHOP
Commercial & Residential

• Cabinetry • Counter Tops
• Interior Woodwork

DENNIS BESSETTE, Craftsman

802-467-3797

Established 1978

– featuring –
� Modular Homes by Maple Leaf of Canada
� Manufactured Homes by Skyline of Vermont

� Pine Groves of PA � Eagle River of PA

OOPPEENN 77 DDAAYYSS AA WWEEEEKK

MANUFACTURED
HOMES

SALES & SERVICEHAGAN’SHAGAN’S
Exit 44 off I-93 • Littleton, N.H.

603-444-2788

Celebrating 30 Years ...

PHOTO BY AMY ASH NIXON

Oralie and Larry Lefaivre, owners of Burke View Garage, are marking the 30th anniversary of

the founding of their business this month. They opened on Jan. 12, 1981.

Burke View Garage Has Seen It All
By amy asH NixoN

Staff Writer

LYNDONVILLE — Oralie
Lefaivre said her husband Larry
has always wanted to be a me-
chanic, and have his own garage,
and that dream came true for him
30 years ago this month, on Jan.
12, in fact.

The owners of Burke View
Garage, Oralie and Larry have
been at the same spot since open-
ing in 1981, renting for more
than a decade, then buying the
property on Route 114, which
also includes a vintage home and
a snack stand, now empty. He ran
a shop on his parents property for
just a summer before coming to
the spot the business has been in
for three decades.

“It’s all he ever wanted to do,”
Oralie said of Larry. “He tore
things apart and put them back
together as a kid, lawn mowers,
and making dune buggies. My
sister-in-law used to always say
she could remember her dad
yelling, ‘Larry, you’ve got to get
inside, you’ve got school tomor-
row,’” because he’d be outside
tinkering, learning and get lost in
his latest project.

Larry Lefaivre took auto
classes at Lyndon Institute and
worked with another mechanic
for perhaps five months in a busi-
ness that didn’t have a future as
a partnership, so he moved on to
his own shop, but is mostly self-
taught, said Oralie.

They met when she moved
here to attend Lyndon State Col-

lege and was working at the old
Shop and Save.

When Larry decided to venture
off on his own, Oralie and he had
talked about the old gas station
property on Route 114 owned by
Bill and Phyllis Tower, which
had sat empty for perhaps a
decade. The Towers did not have
children of their own, and both
have since passed away, but they
knew Larry growing up. When
Oralie and Larry went to talk to
them about renting the garage,
the two couples sat down at the
kitchen table of the old house
next door to the garage which
was the Towers home, remem-
bered Oralie.

“Bill had closed it (the gas sta-
tion and auto shop),” she said.
“He had given away too much
credit.”

From the Towers, Oralie and
Larry got a lot of wisdom passed
along about not making the same
mistake. A cardboard sign hangs
inside the garage that Larry made
at one point when there was too
much credit out. It reads: “Banks
give credit. We fix cars. No vehi-
cles will leave until repairs are
paid in full.”

Asked about the sign, Oralie
smiled and said, “That pile was
just too thick for Larry’s happi-
ness,” the week he made the sign
and hung it up.

That day in the kitchen the
Towers “told us how not to run a
business,” she recalled. “They
made us promise that we would
never let a car go without having
it be paid for. We have to pay for

the parts and he’s not here to
work for nothing.”

Mr. Tower had told them
plenty of stories about being
taken advantage of, such as peo-
ple filling up their gas tanks and
promising to come pay on Friday.
“He said he didn’t ask them
which Friday they meant, trying
to make light of it.” Or the man
who pulled up with a car load of
kids at Christmas with bald tires
and a story about how little he
could afford for his children for
gifts; Tower put new tires on the
car and that was the last he saw
of the man.

The front office where Oralie
works full time managing the
garage is filled with history of
the three decades in business:
pictures of their two kids grow-
ing up, of cherished pets, car-
toons, funny sayings, and more.
In the garage, a collection of do-
nated license plates from cus-
tomers who moved here and
added to the wall décor decorate
the inside of the garage.

One funny old cartoon
mounted on the wall says, “Your
car doesn’t leak oil; it’s just
marking its territory.”

Oralie has a part-time helper
out front, and the garage employs
three full-time mechanics and
one part-time mechanic.

“Thanks to our loyal cus-
tomers for their many years of
business,” said Oralie, helping a
man with his invoice. “We would
have nothing to do if they didn’t
come in to see us occasionally!”

Route 5 • Lyndonville, Vt. • 802-626-8448
Open 7 days a week

• Sporting Apparel • Skis •
• Sporting Equipment • Skates • Ski Boots •

Established 1978

Established 1978

Route 5 • Broad Street • Lyndonville, VT

OPEN
DAILY
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Established 1983

Want to buy, sell or rent - give us a call!
www.allseasonsre.com

Newport  . . . . . . . . .802-334-7277 
Barton . . . . . . . . . . .802-525-3585
Lyndonville  . . . . . . .802-626-4343

with 3 offices covering
the entire NortheastKingdomALL SEASONS

REALTY

Established 1983
Your Family Outfitters
Quality Footwear & Clothing at Great Prices

SIMON TANNER802-723-4452 • Island Pond, Vt.
603-788-4379 • Lancaster, N.H.
802-282-4016 • Rutland, Vt.

Open 6 Days A Week • CLOSED SATURDAYS
Friendly Service & Expert Shoe Fitting

the

KEV STAINES

COMMUNICATIONS

Established 1983
603-788-4766 From VT & NH
FAX: 603-788-2184 1-800-676-4716

GERMAIN’S 
SATELLITE LLC
Satellite TV & Satellite Internet

48 Main Street
Lancaster, NH 03584

Established 1983
Sharon DePina Karen Morneau

Little Red Wagon
Consignments for the entire family

Hours:
603-444-6308 Monday-Saturday
758 Meadow Street 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Littleton, NH 03561 Sunday, 12-5 p.m.

Established 1983
KITTREDGE MORTGAGE

CORPORATION
NMLS #102926

ANNE C. KNIGHT, Loan Officer
NMLS#: VT 103916, NH 103916

OFC: 802-658-5145 • RES: 802-748-5702
IN VERMONT: 1-800-339-4871 • FAX: 802-658-5484

E-MAIL: Anne@Kittmtg.com
23 PATCHEN ROAD • PO BOX 9220 

SOUTH BURLINGTON, VT 05407-9220

Established 1983
P.O. Box 846

1985 St. Johnsbury Rd.
Littleton, NH 03561
Ph: 603-444-6285
Fax: 603-444-2588

Email: info@littletonpetcenter.com
Website: www.littletonpetcenter.com

OOwwnneerr:: JJoohhnn KKeelllleeyy
Boarding Hours: M-F 7:30-5:30
Sat. 9-5 • Sun. & Holidays 12-5

Daycare & Grooming By Appointment Only!

Established 1983
Riverside Life 
Enrichment

Center
Adult Day Health

Services
Monday – Friday:

8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Serving Vermont’s 
Northeast Kingdom

2104 East Burke Road 
(Rt. 114)
Lyndonville, VT 05851
Telephone: 802-626-3900
Toll Free: 866-926-3900
Fax: 802-626-3939
e-mail: rlec@sover.net

Established 1983

HEATING &
PLUMBING, INC.

Radiant Heat Specialist
590 Main St. – Lyndonville, Vt. • 802-626-5841

Established 1983
THE

CARPET CONNECTION
RETAIL & WHOLESALE

“The Flooring Specialists”
“We Sell Only Flooring;
That SAVES You Money.”

199 Depot St.    802-626-9026    Lyndonville, Vt.
www.thecarpetconnectioninc.com

Established 1982

MARK WINTER
The   winter   studio

Fine Portraiture in Film
with Professional Digital Imagery

for Every Special Event

603-991-0826
<thewinterstudio@yahoo.com>

�

Established 1982
TOP CARPET CLEANING

ST. JOHNSBURY CENTER, VERMONT
Biodegradable, Butyl Free, Phospate Free 

and VOC Compliant.
Cleaning for all your carpet 

and upholstery needs.

WE OFFER...
• odor control • carpet repairs

• professional office cleaning

802-748-3900 • 800-626-3911

Established 1982
Western Avenue Station

Gas • Car Wash • Oil • Accessories
160 Western Ave. • St. Johnsbury, Vt. • 880022--774488--22333399

St. Johnsbury’s only Full Service Station 
in operation since 1936.

Established 1982

Flanders Signs
HAND & VINYL LETTERING

VEHICLE LETTERING & GRAPHICS
CUSTOM HAND CARVED & SANDBLASTED
PINSTRIPING, BANNERS, PLASTIC LETTERS

We Also Sell
LIVE BAIT & TACKLE

587 New Boston Road, St. Johnsbury, VT • 802-748-2228

Established 1982

KENNETH M. BIATHROW
CPA

CITIZENS BANK BUILDING
P.O. BOX 528

ST. JOHNSBURY, VT 05819
802-748-2200

Established 1982

Knight
Electric

1496 Crepeault Hill Rd. – St. Johnsbury, Vt.

802-748-3210
• Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Established 1982

Manufacturers’
Representatives Promoting

American Value

53 Strawberry Hill, P.O. Box 384
Lyndonville, VT 05851

Ph. 800-639-8065 Fax 802-626-9734
E-mail: amval@charter.net

www.amvalinc.com

Established 1982

Appalachian Supply Inc.
PPLLUUMMBBIINNGG//HHEEAATTIINNGG//EELLEECCTTRRIICCAALL SSUUPPPPLLIIEESS

OOUUTTDDOOOORR WWOOOODD BBOOIILLEERRSS
WWhhoolleessaallee –– RReettaaiill

Route 5 (North) 802-748-4513 St. Johnsbury, Vt.
Meadow St. 603-444-6336 Littleton, N.H.

Established 1981
Maple Center

Motors
Rt. 5 • Memorial Drive
St. Johnsbury, Vermont
802-748-4527

“You don’t pay more – You just get more!”
See Gary Sanborn, Kevin Sanborn, Dave Greenwood or Doug Stetson

Established 1981

Pools, Spas
& Billiards

1216 Railroad St.
St. Johnsbury, Vt.
802-748-3705

260 Meadow St.
Littleton, N.H.
603-444-5454

Established 1981

Established 1981

Darby’s
Auto Clinic

95 Hastings Hill • St. Johnsbury, Vt.

802-748-3206
� Auto Body & Restoration �

WWeess WWaarrdd AUTO REPAIR
““TTrriippllee AA SShhoopp ooff tthhee YYeeaarr!!””

11119933 PPoorrttllaanndd SSttrreeeett
SStt.. JJoohhnnssbbuurryy,, VVTT 0055881199

Established 1981

880022--774488--33663366 WWeess WWaarrdd -- OOwwnneerr

Celebrating 30 Years ...

PHOTO BY SALLY COOk

Valley Floors Vice President Ryan Chase shows off the store’s newly expanded showroom tile

section that features a huge assortment of natural and man-made tiles along with built in

shower models.

Valley Floors Celebrates 30th
With Expanded Showroom

By sally Cook

News Correspondent

BRADFORD — Valley Floors
is celebrating its 30th anniversary
with a newly designed and ex-
panded showroom. The new space
allowed the family-owned com-
pany to add new flooring lines and
a new tile showroom, complete
with high end, custom tile shower
built-ins now in high demand.

“We started in January and fin-
ished the new showroom in No-
vember,” said Vice President Ryan
Chase, who joins brother Chris,
and father Dean Chase in running
the business. “We did it so when
business turned around, we’d be
ready. The goal was to open up
more space and make it more con-
sumer friendly.”

The three Chases have com-
bined flooring experience of 55
years: Dean with 30 years, Chris
with 15 years and Ryan with 10
years. Many of the company’s 18
employees have many years of ex-
perience and even the store’s mas-
cot “Cooper,” a friendly boxer
rescued at 3, has years of floor test-
ing under his feet and seat.

The business was originally
opened in a store front about a mile
away 30 years ago, then moved to
the all new quarters built in 1991
at the route 25 and 5 intersection
that hosts the only traffic light in
town. The business now boasts
12,000 square feet including a
5,400 square foot warehouse
space.

“We really offer the best of both
worlds with a lot of in-stock lami-
nates, wood, carpet, area rugs,
vinyl, and tile,” Chase said. “We
have a lot of customer sales with
installations from the showroom,
but we also have a lot of cash and
carry with bargain sales in the
warehouse for do-it-yourselfers.
We rent all the tools they need and
answer any installation questions
they have. We also supply contrac-
tors.”

Their customer base is about 30
miles in all directions, farther to
the north where they do a lot of
business with Lyndon State Col-
lege in Lyndonville.

Most flooring stores contract out
installations, but Valley Floors is
different since all installations are

done by employees who are
trained in house. That requires an
investment in people, Ryan said,
because it takes about two years to
fully train an installer.

“But, it’s a lot better, because
we can control the quality,” he
said. “We also offer floor sanding
and refinishing. That’s new, we
never used to do that.”

While the store is poised for the
next economic boom when con-
struction is expected to pick up, the
business has continued to grow de-
spite the ups and downs of the
economy.

“When I started here we had
four vans. I thought that was
enough,” Ryan said. ” We have
eight vans on the road today.
Thirty years ago we had one instal-
lation crew and now we have eight
crews.”

New home construction may be
down but there are a lot of home-
owners who are making upgrades
and doing renovations to existing
homes.

“People are just investing in
their homes,” he said. “Right now
it’s one of the best investments you
can make.”

New lines reflect demands for
high quality and environmentally
friendly products such as wool
rugs, hard wood and cork flooring
along with tile of all kinds. The
face of tile has changed too with
many more decorative details, nat-

ural stone, and even pebbles of all
shapes and sizes that look great
with water flowing over them re-
flecting the look of nature.

While the expanded showroom
and its countless offerings can be
overwhelming for buyers, Valley
Floors showroom is consumer
friendly. Ryan pointed out new
features that help put products in
perspective.

A refreshment area where shop-
pers and their children can enjoy
coffee or juice and view a large
screen where wireless Internet
sites show how rooms can look
when products are put together
well.

And out front designers Debbie
Elliot and Jen Brougham help peo-
ple find the products and look they
want with their expertise and
friendly personalities.

On a cold day in January, the
showroom was warm and brightly
lighted. Groups of family members
were busy feeling different kinds
of carpet and tile including frosted
glass. Elliot was busy answering
questions, but not too busy to greet
a familiar face who hadn’t been in
since hunting for products for a
new house five years ago. Cooper
remembered too, wagging his tail
and looking for a familiar pat.

“We’re all a big family here,”
Ryan said. “We even have cus-
tomers like yourself, who just stop
in to say hi and pet Cooper.”

COURTESY PHOTOS

Bradford’s Valley Floors’ employees are ready to serve cus-

tomers with their expertise in design and installation.
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Established 1985
GEORGE’S

AUTO REPAIR II
909 Portland Street, 

St. Johnsbury, Vermont

802-748-4717
• Automobile Service & Repair • Foreign & Domestic
• Road Service • Vt. Inspections • Diagnostic Service

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:30-4:30 p.m.
Sat. By Appointment

Established 1985

Darryel Corrow-Master Plumbers License since 1980

Residential & Commercial
168 Rt. 114, East Burke, VT

802-626-9942 • 802-535-7290

Established 1984

SERVICING IMPORTED & DOMESTIC AUTOS
FOR OVER 30 YEARS

Established 1984
BILL CASSIDY

CRANE SERVICE
4184 Scott Highway, Groton, VT 05046

802-584-3496
26-TON BOOM TRUCK

Established 1984

DAVE
CLOUTIER

Builder  •  Contractor
St. Johnsbury, VT

802-748-9814

Established 1984

LYNDONVILLE

VIDEO
29 Depot Street • Lyndonville, Vt. 

802-626-9242

DVD MOVIE RENTALS
5 MOVIES • 5 DAYS • $5

Established 1984 
Quality Sanding • Refinishing

Sales and Installation of 
Hardwood and  Softwood

Flooring
Over 40 Years Experience

•
P.O. Box 136

West Danville, VT 05873
Wood Floor Service 

(802) 563-2512 • 1-800-286-8895

Established 1984
Topic of the Town
FAMILY RESTAURANT

30 MAIN ST., LITTLETON • 603-444-6721

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER
Sun. 6am-3pm • Mon. 5am-2pm • Tue.-Sat. 5am-8pm

“Where People
Never Leave

Hungry”

NEW  �� “Lighter Topic” Menu
�� Thursday Soup Buffet – 10:30-2
�� Everyday is Senior Discount Day 60+  10%
�� Daily Lunch – $3.99 Blue Plate Special (tax included)

�� Wednesday is Buffet Night – 5 pm

Established 1984

Fine Diamonds &
Jewelry Repairs

Kennedy’s
DIAMONDS • FINE JEWELRY

“On the Hill”
1214 Main Street

St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

802-748-GEMS
Jim Kennedy, Jeweler

Established 1984

101 Cottage St., Suite 3A, Littleton, NH 
(603) 444-6301

Fax (603) 444-2678www.provan-lorber.com

Civil • Environmental • Structural Engineering 
Land Surveying

We engineer
long-term

relationships.

Established 1984

334 Main Street, Franconia, N.H. – 603-823-7700
Email us at: NHMTNRE@aol.com

www.reinholdassociates.com

Pure Animal.

Woods Equipment Company

Established 1984

JON PARKS TRACTOR

NEW & USED TRACTORS
NEW & USED IMPLEMENTS
SUMMER ST.
LANCASTER, NH 03584
PHONE: 603-788-4577
FAX: 603-788-3730

Established 1984
Kilkenny Building
& Hardware Center
For all your building needs

603-788-4567
30 Middle St., Lancaster
M-F 7-5, Sat. 8-3:45, Sun. 8-12

Established 1984
Every Day is Flag Day

North Country Flag Co.
23 Spring St. • Whitefield, N.H. 03598-3113

Flags • Banners • Flag Poles
WE MAIL ANYWHERE

Mon.-Fri. 12:30-5 • Other times by chance

Call Bill or Barbara – 603-837-3111
ncflags@myfairpoint.net

Established 1984

P.O. Box 570, 1453 Hospital Drive
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

802-748-7542 • Fax: 802-748-7545

www.calexambulance.org

CALEX CALEDONIA-ESSEX
AREA AMBULANCE
SERVICE

Established 1984

Established 1984
LifeBridge Financial Services
“Excellence Through Service Since 1984”

Mark S. Wilkins, LUTCF
Financial Advisor

2728 Memorial Drive
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819
(802) 751-8754 (Home Office)
mswilkins@juno.com
www.lbfsvt.com
Insurance • Retirement
Income Tax Preparation

Established 1984
R&J Meat Center

Full Service Meat Market
Specializing in Sausages

Boars Head Brand Cold Cuts & Frankfurters
Quality Beef, Pork, Lamb, Veal and Poultry

Mike Stebelus, Owner
462 Railroad Street, Suite 3, St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

802-748-4253

Established 1984
BYRNE ELECTRONIC

SERVICE CENTER
• PLASMA & LCD TVs

• DVD & Blu-Ray Machines
Authorized Service

SALES – SERVICE – REPAIR

159 Eastern Ave. – St. Johnsbury, Vt. 
802-748-2111

Established 1984

Michael K. Walsh & Son
BUILDERS

Danville, Vermont • 802-684-3977

• New Construction • Remodeling
• General Carpentry

REASONABLE RATES
QUALITY WORKMANSHIP

Established 1984

S&J Roberts Electric, Inc.
4639 Route 5 North, Passumpsic, VT 05861

802-748-1557
EELLEECCTTRRIICCAALL 

JEREMY ROBERTS, OWNER
22 Years of Electrical Experience

Established 1984

Shear Sensations
Salon & Spa

110022 DDeeppoott SStt.. •• LLyynnddoonnvviillllee,, VVtt..
880022--662266--88220000

wwwwww..sshheeaarrsseennssaattiioonnssvvtt..ccoomm
The Ultimate in Hair Design For Men & Women

Offering: Massages, Facials, Pedicures, Manicures,
Nail Tips & Art, Full Body Waxing and Ear Piercing

Celebrating 30 Years ...

PHOTO BY TOdd WELLINGTON

Wes Ward takes a moment in the main car repair bay of his shop at 1193 Portland St. in St.

Johnsbury.

Local Boy Does Good:
The Wes Ward Story

By Todd WelliNgToN

Staff Writer

ST. JOHNSBURY — Wes Ward
didn’t have a problem getting a job
after college.

After graduating from Lyndon
State in 1986 with a degree in busi-
ness administration, he quickly
landed a position with a growing St.
Johnsbury company that would later
become a marketplace leader.

Of course, getting the job wasn’t
all about being young, educated and
hard working. Wes Ward also had
the inside track to the job. He already
knew the boss: an enterprising
young fellow named … Wes Ward.

“I wanted to go to college and I
needed something I could do on my
own time,” said Ward. “I needed
something I could work around my
school schedule.”

So it was incoming college fresh-
man Wes Ward who started Wes
Ward Auto Repair as a part-time en-
deavor in May 1981.

Three decades later, he’s still at it.
Wes Ward, 53, was born in St.

Johnsbury at Brightlook Hospital
and is a 1975 graduate of St. Johns-
bury Academy. He enlisted in the
U.S. Army, where he spent three
years as a heavy equipment operator
stationed at Army posts in Virginia
and Washington State. He came
home in 1978 and supported himself
doing a series of odd jobs – includ-
ing a stint as a milkman –- before
starting his business and entering
college on the GI Bill.

Ward worked part time and went
to school part time. He got his edu-
cation and built his little start-up
business into what is now the largest
independent auto repair shop in the
area, with 16 employees, eight bays
and enough high-tech equipment to
service nearly every size and kind of
vehicle. He’s also found time to raise
two children, remain active in the
community and become a national
leader in the world of independent
repair shops.

But it all started with two rented
bays in 1981.

Wes Ward Auto Repair opened its
doors 30 years ago at a service sta-
tion on the site of what is now the
Valero gas station on Portland Street.
While attending school he built his
business and soon had three employ-
ees and two tow trucks. After grad-
uating from Lyndon State he just
kept going.

“Things were going really well so
I just decided to stick with it,” said
Ward.

He’s relocated twice and now
oversees a repair shop that not only

services nearly every kind of vehicle
known to man but also includes a
mobile heavy equipment repair divi-
sion that services equipment that
other repair shops use across New
England.

In 1995, his original landlords at
the service station decided to sell and
he needed a new place to work. So
Ward moved his shop from St.
Johnsbury to his home in Danville
and stayed there until the former
Sumner Tire building at 1193 Port-
land St. became available – and he
jumped at it.

“I wasn’t looking for a new
space,” said Ward. “I just saw the
potential of that building.”

The shop, just up the road from
where he started out, features six au-
tomobile bays with lifts as well as
two truck bays. The truck bays are
equipped with a pair of heavy-duty
lifts, including a 30,000-pound lift
used to service large vehicles and a
60,000-pound lift that can handle
even larger vehicles such as com-
mercial tractor-trailer trucks.

The shop and its staff of ASE-cer-
tified technicians also do commer-
cial fleet maintenance, alignments
and even work on recreational vehi-
cles such as boats and RVs. The shop
provides full-service repairs includ-
ing tire, exhaust, brake repair, engine
and transmission repair and over-
haul. They work on all makes and
models, both foreign and domestic,
and Ward has a client list that in-
cludes the Vermont State Police, the
Vermont Department of Corrections,
CALEX Ambulance, Federal Ex-
press and scores of local businesses
such as Dead River Corp., Palmer
Brothers, Vermont Tennis Corp. and

A.D. Rossi Inc.
His other business, Wesward

Equipment Service, is a regional
heavy-equipment repair division that
services clients across New England.
The equipment-repair division,
started in 1991, maintains and re-
pairs heavy shop equipment used at
other repair facilities such as wheel
balancing machines, bulk oil sys-
tems, large scale machinery for cor-
porate customers and even conveyor
belt repair.

Ward is civic minded, serving as
past president of the St. Johnsbury
Kiwanis Club and the Northeast
Kingdom Chamber of Commerce.
He also volunteers as a guardian ad
litem in the Vermont court system. A
Vermont guardian ad litem advo-
cates for abused and neglected chil-
dren going through the court system.

“I like to help kids and that’s what
that job is,” said Ward. “I’d like to
think I can make a difference.”

Ward also keeps busy on the na-
tional level serving as one of just six
members of the Parts Plus National
Advisory Council.

“We’re from all over the country,”
said Ward. “I represent the North-
east. We get together a couple times
a year and talk about trends in the in-
dustry and how we can improve the
industry.”

But as busy as he seems to be,
Ward said his success is less about
the complex world of business and
more about the simple element of
human interaction.

“I’ve always tried to treat people
honesty and ethically,” said Ward.
“I’ve found that if you do that,
they’ll come back.”

PHOTO BY TOdd WELLINGTON

Wes Ward Auto Repair at 1193 Portland St. in St. Johnsbury.
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Established 1988
YOU’LL FIND IT AT CAR QUEST

VILLE AUTO SUPPLY
66 Broad Street

Lyndonville, Vermont 05851

802-626-8181
Mark Valois, Owner

Established 1987

P.O. Box 38 • Newport Center, VT 05857
info@vermontcenterwreaths.com

• Wholesale • Mail Order • Fundraising
Purchasing balsam brush in fall. 

Buying stumpage from overgrown tree farms.

Tel. 1-802-334-6432 • 1-800-542-1443
www.vermontcenterwreaths.com

Established 1987
SUTTON RIVER

ALEC HENDERSON
802-626-9939

QUALITY RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL AND 
INDUSTRIAL WORK FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED

ALL TYPES
Income Tax Preparation

Established 1986
P.D.Q. TAX SERVICE, INC.
35 Years Tax Preparation • 43 Years Accounting Experience

51 Adams Dr. – St. Johnsbury, VT 05819
Phone: 802-748-3382 • Fax: 802-748-4919

pdqtax@charter.net 

Robert Wilkins, Enrolled Agent
Vera Wilkins, Owner

Established 1986
David A. Lussier

REAL ESTATE AGENCY
FARMS • ACREAGE • HOMES • INVESTMENT PROPERTIES

Box 872 – 540 Main Street – Lyndonville, VT 05851
802-626-9541 (Office)

David A. Lussier 802-626-8482
Paul Lane 802-626-8472

e-mail:lussier@kingcon.com
www.lussierrealestateagency.com

Established 1986
EHDanson
Associates

Architects
Roy E. Ward, AIA
PRINCIPAL

357 Western Avenue tel 802 748 5239
Suite 104 fax 802 748 1085
P.O. Box 4069 e-mail roy@ehdanson.com
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819 web www.ehdanson.com

Established 1986

TRACK SIDE
FARM & GARDEN CENTER

51 Cottage Street, Littleton, NH
603-444-6518

Established 1987

130 Before Auto Dr.
West Burke, VT 05871

802-467-8360
beforeauto@charter.net

Auto Sales & Autobody Repairs
Over 25 Years Experience

Fully Insured
Brad & Kim
Before Prop.

SSSSAAAALLLLEEEESSSS  &&&&  SSSSEEEERRRRVVVVIIIICCCCEEEE

BOSS • DIAMOND/MEYER • FISHER • VALLEY • REESE • AIRFLO
Established 1987

Established 1987
TEAM SPORTS 
PRODUCTS, 
UNIFORMS

& EQUIPMENT

SCREEN PRINTING
246 Church Street

Lyndonville, VT 05851
802-626-8235 • Fax: 802-626-6180

wheelersport@gmail.com

Established 1987
MAGNUS & ASSOCIATES

St. Johnsbury, Vt.  802-748-5555
• Tax Planning & Preparation

• IRAs • SEPs • 403Bs • 401Ks • 529s
offered by

ED MAGNUS, Registered Representative
HD VEST

F INANCIAL  SERV ICES
Securities offered through H.D. Vest Investment Services™,

A non-bank subsidary of Wells Fargo & Company. Member SIPC
6333 N. State Highway 161, 4th Floor - Irving, Texas 75038 - 972-870-6000

Established 1986
In Business Since 1968

CORRETTE &
ASSOCIATES

Certified Public Accountants
270 Summer St. • St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

Telephone: 802-748-4858

Established 1985
Randy’s Home Repair

Sheetrocking & Painting • Roofing
Decks • Vinyl Siding & Trim
Jacking & Foundation Repair

Bathrooms & Kitchens
Refinishing Old Floors
FULLY INSURED

COMPLETE RENOVATIONS
Harvey Replacement Windows • Storm Doors • Basement Windows

802-748-6556

Established 1985

Tony’s Wrecker Service
Rte. 2 – Concord, Vt. 802-695-3328

Towing at reasonable rates.
Licensed Vt. Inspection Station, 
Please Call For Appointment.

Repairs $25.00/hr. Labor
On Duty Nights & Weekends
Celebrating our 26th year!

Established 1985
802-748-9908
800-754-0017

2280 Memorial Drive
St. Johnsbury, Vermont 05819

visit our web site at www.questtrans.com

KITCHENS • FLOORING • COMPLETE WOODWORKING • SHEET ROCKING • BATH

DECKS • PORCHES • BATHS • SNOW PLOWING • SANDING • VINYL SIDING • GARAGES
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Established 1985

NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL
FULLY INSURED • FREE ESTIMATES

REASONABLE RATES
OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Rick Utley
P.O. Box 80, 1064 US Route 2 Tel: 802-748-9071
East St. Johnsbury, VT 05838 Cell: 802-535-5725

RICK’S RENOVATIONSRICK’S RENOVATIONS

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Established 1986
Louise “Weeza” Sanderson

802-626-9622

BOOKKEEPING SERVICE
Professional • Confidential

Pick-Up/Drop-off Service

Route 114
East Burke, VT 05832

Established 1986
Martin’s Cleaning

Services
Offering the Ultimate Van-Powered Carpet

and Upholstery Cleaning System
• Car Interiors • Janitorial

IN YOUR HOME OR PLACE OF BUSINESS
Free Estimates – Fully Insured

Edward G. Martin Jr. – Littleton, N.H. 603-444-7062

Established 1986
CARROLL’S AUTOMOTIVE, INC.
Personal and Honest Service

802-748-5200
Rt. 5 North

St. Johnsbury, Vt.

www.cautovt.com

Established  1986

1097 Main St. • St. Johnsbury, Vt.
A full service law firm

• Deborah T. Bucknam, Esquire
• Jennifer Black, Esquire

• Robert A. Brazil
802-748-5525 • 1-888-675-3041

www.vtlegalhelp.com   www.montshiretitle.com

Bucknam Black Brazil P.C.
f/k/a Deborah T. Bucknam & Associates, P.C.

Established 1985

ALLSTAFF
Specializing in Engineering, Manufacturing, Administrative,
Executive Management, and Medical Placements.

Kate Cassady, Executive Director
Brian Smith, Office Administrator

255 Main St., Littleton, NH 03561
603-444-1261 • Fax: 603-444-4895

www.golittleton.com/allstaff

Established 1985

WWiinntteerr HHoouurrss::
SSeerrvviinngg DDiinnnneerr NNiigghhttllyy
CClloosseedd WWeedd.. && SSuunn..

Jim & Mary O’Reilly, Innkeepers
24 rooms on 570 acres on Darling Hill - perfect for weddings!

802-626-8310 • 800-627-8310 • www.wildflowerinn.com

LYNDONVILLE, VERMONT

Celebrating 25 Years ...

PHOTO BY AMY ASH NIXON

David A. Lussier opened his Lyndonville real estate office 25 years ago

David A. Lussier Real Estate
Enjoys Silver Anniversary

By amy asH NixoN

Staff Writer

LYNDONVILLE – In 1980,
David A. Lussier first ventured out
into the real estate business, work-
ing for the first five years of his
real estate career for the Gerald
Farrington Real Estate Agency,
getting enough experience to head
out and open the agency in his own
name in 1986.

Marking its silver anniversary,
the business and Lussier’s interest
in real estate were a natural out-
growth of the family auctioneering
business, he said. “Before he
earned his real estate license, he
first had obtained his auctioneering
license in 1979, he recalled. He
said he can’t remember the exact
moment when real estate became
his next step, but said the business
of selling property goes well with
his family’s auction enterprise,
which dates to 1953, under his dad
Roger’s ownership, and his brother
Reg’s, as well. “They just went to-
gether,” he said of real estate and
auctioneering. “Honestly, I think
my father just said, ‘It might be
nice to have a real estate license to
go along with it,’” he said.

“In the late 1980s, things were
rocking,” recalled Lussier, sitting
in his office on a recent morning
where outside, temperatures hov-
ered at about 20 below zero. “Peo-
ple were buying, and then came
the S & L problems, and then we
had a recession.” Now, another re-
cession, tied in no small part to
predatory lending practices that led
to a nationwide foreclosure crisis
and to federal intervention in the
housing market as a result.

During his 30-plus years as a
Realtor, and starting his 26th year
on his own, Lussier has ridden the
wave of the ups and downs of the
real estate market during some of
its highest peaks and lowest bot-
toms.

“The changes? Oh God, you
used to go from a one-page listing
and a one-page purchase-and-sales
agreement, and now the paperwork
is just astronomical,” from the start

of the process to the mortgage pa-
perwork, which is daunting in its
dozens of pages requiring signa-
tures, he said.

In the old days, he said, the say-
ing was “Buyer Beware” and now
it’s “Seller Better Tell.”

Also in the old days, he said,
buyers didn’t have the ability to
come in with their own agent rep-
resenting them, and now buyer
brokers are common – meaning an
agency represents the buyer and
helps them deal with listing agen-
cies for properties being marketed
by any other agency, giving the
buyer an advocate in a sale rather
than just the seller’s representative
who is looking out for the seller’s
best interest.

Lussier said many people are
still not aware of the fact they can
turn to an agency with whom they
feel comfortable to help them in
the buying process, and they don’t
have to simply work with what-
ever agency is handling a property
for the seller.

Another major change over his
career in the industry is the advent
of the Internet and Multiple List-
ings Service online – people now
can do a lot of their property
searching and homework before
even getting to the Realtor, and do.
Another big change is the level of
inspections and the disclosures
legally required; inspections are a
big issue now, where back then,
someone might just have a carpen-
ter go through with them, or an
uncle, and now you’ve got li-
censed inspectors, said Lussier.

Of the housing boom and col-
lapse and down period that the
country is still coming out of in
terms of real estate, Lussier said
the Northeast Kingdom never got
as far out of whack on values as
other areas, and people didn’t tend
to borrow beyond their means as
much as in some areas of the coun-
try. The credit crunch is very real
since the national problems with
bad mortgage loans have come to
light, and now, Lussier said, he
recommends to people before they
even start looking that they get

pre-approved, so they know how
much their budget is.

“You’ve actually got to have
credit now,” said Lussier. Of the
problems that have been in the
news a great deal the past few
years with the mortgage crisis,
Lussier said, “People were just
spending more than they should
have or they just thought that this
was never going to end…that the
values were just going to go up and
up and up. Well around here, peo-
ple can only afford X amount of
dollars,” he said.

In this part of the state, “we plug
along, and we’re fortunate for the
businesses and factories we have,”
he said of the employment sector.
“Most people have stayed within
their means. There are some fore-
closures, but nowhere near what
they are in other parts of the coun-
try.”

As for what’s coming? Lussier
said the numbers make now an
ideal time to buy. Interest rates are
low and prices are down. He be-
lieves the sun is coming back out
for the market and the economy in
general.

“Now is the best time to buy,”
he said.

Lussier predicts that there will
be more listings come on the mar-
ket as spring nears, and he’s opti-
mistic that things are beginning to
improve.

“I still have some calls or e-
mails from people out of the area
looking,” he said. “Some people
wait until spring, and then when
things turn green, it looks better.
Who wants to move in the winter,
anyway? I think people are sick of
hearing about all the bad things,
and feeling like if we’re going to
do it, let’s just do it.”

Of selling in this recovering
market, Lussier notes, “You’ve got
to price it for today’s market unless
you’ve got something very
unique.”

Located at 540 Main St. in Lyn-
donville, the David A. Lussier Real
Estate Agency can be found online at
www.lussierrealestateagency.com.
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Established 1991
TROMBLY

PLUMBING &
HEATING INC.

DESIGN BUILD
MECHANICAL CONTRACTOR

HVAC & PLUMBING
Dan Trombly

77 Concord Ave., St. Johnsbury, Vt.
802-748-1953 • www.tromblyplumbing.net

Established 1990

Don Morrill – Annie Guyer
Certified Residential Appraisers

VT Certified Appraisers TEL: 802-626-9357
FHA & VA approved FAX: 802-626-6913

791 Broad Street
Lyndonville, VT 05851

reynolds@charterinternet.com

Established 1990

REG’s
FURNITURE

802-334-0140 • 103 Coventry St.
Newport, VT

(across from the Pick & Shovel)

DDeelliivveerryy AAvvaaiillaabbllee!! •• LLaayyaawwaayyss!!
SSppeecciiaall OOrrddeerrss!!

Established 1988

Joe’s Brook Real Estate, Inc.
Route 15 • Walden, VT 05873

802-563-2120
joesbrk@together.net

NNoorrbbeerrtt RRoowweellll,, PPaarrttnneerr EElliizzaabbeetthh AA.. WWiillkkeell,, PPaarrttnneerr

““wwhheerree tthhee ppeeooppllee ooff tthhee nnoorrtthh ccoouunnttrryy
bbuuyy aanndd sseellll tthheeiirr rreeaall eessttaattee””

Established 1988

HARRY’S REPAIR SHOP
Repairs on Snowmobiles

(Ski-Doo, John Deere, Arctic Cat, Moto-Ski & other brands.)
Also ATVs & Snowblowers
• NEW PARTS IN STOCK •

Harry Gammell
Rt. 15 – Walden, Vt. – 802-563-2288
Over 30 Years of Experience

Established 1990
Pick & Shovel Pets
We have an experienced staff  to 

answer all your questions.

We feature the best selection of pets, aquariums and
supplies for your furry, gilled or aquatic friend!

802-334-1885
54 Coventry St. – Newport, Vt.
Open 7 Days A Week ’til 8 p.m.

Established 1990
NELSON’S 

AUTO REPAIR
AND

TIRE CENTER
BRIDGESTONE • FIRESTONE

DAYTON • NOKIAN
49 Redington Street

Bus. (603) 444-1115  Littleton, NH 03561

Established 1990

U.S. ROUTE 2 • DANVILLE, VT. • 802-684-2574
OPEN EVERY DAY

Homemade Hot Soups • Grinders
Fresh Hot Coffee • Mobil Self-service Gasoline

Serving “VAST” Corridor Trails, 2, 5, 15 & 51 in Danville

Established 1990

PALMIERI
ROOFING, INC.
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

Mark A. Palmieri         Dana J. Palmieri
Danville Road – St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

802-748-9628

Established 1990
Dan’s Automotive

802-535-7608
West Burke, Vermont

• General Auto Repair
• Snowplowing & Sanding

• Cold Weather Start Service

Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m.-5 p.m. • Sat. & Sun. 8 a.m.-Noon

Established 1989
Tower Auto

Vermont State
Inspection

(vehicles & motorcycles)

Tune-ups

829 Burke Hollow Rd. – East Burke, Vt.
Paul Tower 802-626-5231

Established 1989

309 Portland St. • St. Johnsbury, VT
802-748-5224

www.thebarrettagency.com

NEXT TO THE GREEN MOUNTAIN MALL • www.allaroundpower.com

Established 1989

Spencer Hudson, Owner
Full Line Polaris & Yamaha Dealer

Your Power Equipment Headquarters •  Cub Cadet 
Lawn Boy • Echo • Stihl • Husqvarna • Honda • Exmark

Sales - Service - Parts - Accessories

�
��

�
�� � �� � ��

�
��ALL AROUND

POWER
EEQQUUIIPPMMEENNTT

ROUTE 5 NORTH, ST. JOHNSBURY, VT 05819 � 880022--774488--11441133 � FAX 802-748-1416

Established 1989

Dance Images
by Heidi

“Dancing for the Joy and Entertainment.”
BBaalllleett � TTaapp � JJaazzzz � HHiippHHoopp

LLyyrriiccaall � MMooddeerrnn � DDaanncceerrcciissee
Ages Pre-school to Adult • Walk-ins welcome

PO Box 292, 173 York Street, Lyndon, Vermont 05849
802-751-8331

PPiillaatteess CCllaasssseess HHeelldd aatt TThhee CClluubb aatt OOlldd MMiillll

Established 1989

Construction 
Services

* Commercial Construction * Construction Management
* Design/Build

259 Carter St., P.O. Box 127, Barnet, VT 05821
Phone: 802-633-2393 Larry & Cindy Ruggles - Owners
Fax: 802-633-3202 Email: ruggco@ruggco.net

http://www.ruggco.com

Established 1989

BRANCH BROOK
BED & 

BREAKFAST
Host: Ann Tolman

P.O. Box 217
Lyndon, VT 05849 802-626-8316

Maryanne R Rennell
Tax Accountant since 1988

25-50% Discount
(call for details)

38 River View Dr
Littleton, NH 03561

Established 1988

Established 1988
Thomas Ryan Paul

ATTORNEY AT LAW
Over 25 years experience

Commercial and Residential Real Estate
Business & Commercial Law

Wills & Estate Planning

802-748-1960
364 Railroad St. – St. Johnsbury, VT

Established 1988

Income Tax Preparation
Small Business Counseling

Real Estate Counseling
Information Services

Ken & Linda Ford

257 Main St., PO Box 728 • Franconia NH 03580
Tel 603-823-9539 • Email:Lucasandford@gmail.com

Established 1988

North Country
Environmental and

Forestry
172 Main St. – Concord, Vt.
802-695-8897

Forest Management

Ski,  Bike & Outdoor Store
Retail, Rentals and Repairs, Clothing and Accessories

Vince Jacob • John Worth
www.eastburkesports.com

Route 114
P.O. Box 189

802-626-3215

East Burke, VT
Fax: 

802-626-1223

Established 1988

Established 1988

THEODORE G. FARIS
Forester

Portable Welding Service
“Proud sponsor of: National Pie Day”

PO Box 124, Route 5
Barnet, VT 05821

802-633-3020 Office 802-592-3908 Home

Celebrating 25 Years ...

Weeza Much More Than A Bookkeeper
By JeaNNe miles

News Correspondent

EAST BURKE — Weeza
Sanderson is a very busy woman.
She is a bookkeeper, farmer, artisan,
photographer, fundraiser and volun-
teer.

Sanderson started her bookkeep-
ing business in 1986 and it grew to
40 clients. Most of those were busi-
nesses including Lyndon Rescue.
She handles accounts payable and
receivable, balances checkbooks,
some payroll and monthly state-
ments and quarterly tax filings.

“Right now I’m booked solid,”
Sanderson said. “I even have a wait-
ing list.”

Sanderson works out of her home
on Route 114 north of East Burke
Village, where she and her husband,
Sam, make wooden bowls and other
unique wooden items. Their show-
room is filled with beautiful pieces
that are not only pleasing to the eye,
but useful too. Weeza photographs
the items for brochures for the busi-
ness called Sanderson’s Wooden
Bowls and Sanderson’s Woodturn-
ing.

“The showroom is doing really
well,” Weeza Sanderson said. “A lot
of customers come here.”

They also come to see the 14
miniature donkeys the couple raises.
The Sandersons also raise and sell
meat rabbits. Right now they have
about 50, but that number will grow
as the rabbits breed.

“The Mediterranean-Sicilian
donkey is the only farm animal that
comes to you for love – no treats
needed,” Sanderson said. They need
to have a buddy, she added. “I won’t
sell one to someone unless there is
another animal to keep him com-
pany.”

While Sanderson enjoys her
work as a bookkeeper and artisan,
and loves her animals, it’s her work
for the American Cancer Society
that really grabs her.

“It is my passion,” she said.
Sanderson is a two-time cancer

survivor. In 1999 she was diagnosed
with stage 2 breast cancer. Then in
2001 she developed melanoma. She
worked while receiving chemo
treatments, which Sanderson de-
scribed as “intense.” She cut her
client list down to 20, “which is still
plenty,” she said.

She got involved with Relay for
Life in 2005, an event to raise
money for cancer research. The 14-
hour event honors survivors and
caretakers and also remembers
those who did not make it. This year
the relay will take place on June 11
and 12. Her team, which she named
“The Incredible Journey,” has been
one of the top fundraisers each year.
Trophies in her living room attest to
that. In five years the team has
raised almost $50,000.

In 2008 Sanderson received the
Spirit Award. Last year she was
named Volunteer of the Year. “I was
totally blown away,” Sanderson
said. “I had no idea. It really meant

a lot to me.”
Sanderson is a member of Sur-

vival Committee, a group that meets
monthly and raises money through-
out the year. She has good words to
say about the American Cancer So-
ciety because all the money raised
goes to research. Sanderson also
volunteers for the society as part of
the Reach for Recovery, a group that
supports cancer patients by answer-
ing questions and listening. “I really
enjoy that,” she said.

Sanderson also helps out at the
Willoughby Dip, an event organized
by Fred Laferriere of St. Johnsbury
after he lost his brother to cancer.
Last year she made the plunge, but
once was enough, she said. “It was
incredibly cold.” Now, she helps
with registrations and collecting
money.

Yes, Weeza Sanderson is a very
busy woman.

Oh, one more thing. Weeza
Sanderson is an avid Red Sox fan,
which can also be exhausting, she
said.

PHOTO BY JEANNE MILES

Weeza Sanderson, who does a great business keeping books

for local businesses, has many other interests. Here, she turns

a bowl at her husband’s woodshop in East Burke.

Martin’s Cleaning Serves With Pride
By roBerT BleCHl

Staff Writer

LITTLETON, N.H. — It began
with a little bit of moonlighting.

In 1984, Ed Martin Jr. of Littleton
was working at People’s Bank, now
known as Connecticut River Bank,
doing cleaning and maintenance.
Good cleaners were in demand then
and Martin was soon approached by
people seeking his services.

“A couple of people asked me
about cleaning, then more people
asked and I thought there’s not a lot
of people in this business and I
looked at it as a business venture,”
he said.

Taking his brother, Scott Martin,
as partner, Martin’s Cleaning Serv-
ice was born in 1986.

“We offer carpet and upholstery
cleaning and janitorial services,” he
said. “We are fully insured and part
of the Better Business Bureau.”

The company currently employs
a mostly full-time staff of 10 and has
more than 50 contracts in a service
area that includes Littleton, Lan-
caster, Whitefield and, for the past
seven years, St. Johnsbury.

Janitorial services are commercial
and the company does not clean
homes or offer a maid service,
though Martin said the company
does residential steam cleaning for
carpets and upholstery cleaning.

Martin said the company could be
a lot bigger than it is, but he prefers
to be close at hand and not hire com-

plete strangers.
“Our best advertising has been

word of mouth,” he said. “People
trust us. When they talk to me, they
know I’m not trying to oversell
them. Everybody has a budget and
it’s my job to keep the business flow-
ing.”

Despite increases in the price of
fuel and cleaning solutions, Martin
said, his rates have not increased
dramatically through the years, but
have remained competitive.

“I’ve always managed to keep my
rates below everyone else’s,” he
said. “We just find faster and better
ways of doing things.”

For half his life, Martin has been
cleaning and his Littleton-based
company has stood the test of time.

“Especially in a bad economy,
cleaning services come out of the
woodwork and are here today and
gone tomorrow,” he said.

But while a periodic glut of clean-
ers has impacted his business, Mar-
tin’s Cleaning Service has outlasted
most and is looking forward to an-
other 25 years.

“I enjoy being in the service in-
dustry because I get a chance to meet
people and work for people,” he
said. “I’m a people person.”

He takes every job seriously and
goes to every job, rain or shine or
sleet or snow, because his clients de-
pend on him.

“We can’t just close up shop or
slow down,” he said. “It’s kind of
like the Pony Express.”

PHOTO BY SYLVIE WEBER

Ed Martin is all smiles as he shows off one of the service

trucks for Martin’s Cleaning Service of Littleton.
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Established 1993

GREENWOOD’S
Plumbing & Heating

New Construction • Repairs • Water Heaters
Bathroom & Kitchen Remodeling • Furnaces Installed

Oil Burner Service & Installation • Boilers

145 Railroad St., St. Johnsbury, Vt.
802-748-1370

Established 1993

Established 1993

TTS SERVICES, INC.
Overhead Doors &

Loading Dock Equipment

Sal Denio • Steve Denio
802-748-1601

Established 1991
O’C Satellite Inc.

2047 MEMORIAL DRIVE

ST. JOHNSBURY, VT 05819
802-748-0994

TOLL FREE: 1-888-748-OCTV

• AT&T CELLULAR PHONES AND ACCESSORIES
• AUTHORIZED DISH NETWORK • DIRECT TV

• ROOF ANTENNAS • HUGHS NET
WILD BLUE SATELLITE SPEED INTERNET

SALES & SERVICE

Established 1991
BILL THURSTON

EXCAVATING
Driveways • Landscaping • Septic Systems

Stump Removal • Complete Site Work
Water & Electrical Lines • Ponds

463 Parker Ave.
St. Johnsbury, VT

802-748-3659

Established 1991

AR
MSTRONG’S

Better Hearing Service, Ltd.
Consultants and Licensed Hearing Aid Dispensers

Sandra Day, BC-HIS, LHAD
Rebecca Armstrong, LHAD
Isabelle Armstrong, LHAD

Diane LaRose,Office Manager
198 Eastern Avenue

St. Johnsbury, VT 05819
802-748-4852 • 1-899-838-4327

Established 1991
Danville Dental Group, PLC

Stuart V. Corso, D.M.D.
Ragu Murty, D.M.D.

31 Mountain View Drive
P.O. Box 230

Danville, VT 05828
P 802-684-1133 • F 802-684-1138

www.danvilledentalgroup.com
drcorso@danvilledentalgroup.com

Established 1991

Reduce • Reuse
Recycle

NORTHEAST KINGDOM
WASTE MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

Established 1991
ELECTROLYSIS

By Kathy Norris - Licensed
The Only Approved Method of Permanent Hair 

Removal For Men and Women
CONFIDENTIAL • PRIVATE

COMFORTABLE ATMOSPHERE
Call Now For Free Consultation

Gift Certificates • Call for Appointment
802-626-9776

Rte. 5, 5839 Memorial Drive, Lyndon, Vt.

Established 1992
RICK’S GUN SHOP

Route 114
between LYNDONVILLE & EAST BURKE, VT.
802-626-1014 • 802-626-9752 FAX

1-800-577-GUNS
NEW • USED • BUY • SELL • TRADE

Gunsmithing, Hunting & Fishing Licenses
MT. HUNGER ARCHERY RANGE & PRO SHOP

Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 9 AM-9 PM

Sat. & Sun. 9 AM-5 PM

Established 1992
BULLOCK TAX SERVICE
Nicholas & Martine Bullock
INCOME TAX PREPARATION

By Appointments
400 Spring St.

St. Johnsbury, VT 05819
802-748-4256

Established 1992

THE METRIC WRENCH, INC.
4727 Memorial Drive, St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

Phone: 802-751-8577
Email: bbmetric@gmail.com

Bob & Joanne Betrand
Jared Bertrand 
David Coparanis

ASE Certified Technicians

� Complete Auto Services
� State Inspection Station
� All Season & Winter Tires In Stock

Hours: Monday - Friday, 7:30 - 5:00; Saturday 8:00 -12:00

724 BROAD STREET, LYNDONVILLE, VT 05851

802-626-5888 • Walk-ins always welcome.

Greg Gervais • Owner

Established 1992

Established 1992

CENTER TOWER
Convenience Store

Route 5 – St. Johnsbury Center, Vt.
SODA – BEER – WINE – GAS

PIZZA BY THE SLICE – SANDWICHES  
COFFEE – CAR WASH – STORAGE

MEGABUCKS – INSTANT LOTTERY TICKETS
Spin the Tower Wheel

for FREE prizes!
Your One Stop Convenience Store • 802-748-8449

OOppeenn 77 DDaayyss aa WWeeeekk

Established 1992
RIGHT WHEELS

www.rightwheelseasycreditvt.com
Cars & Trucks Bought, Sold & Traded

Todd Willis • Brad Gilman
Justin Kirby • Vaughn Cloney

3760 US Rte. 5, Derby, VT
802-766-2100

Established 1992

Established 1993

MR. JACK’S
LASER CAR WASH

• Automatic Touch Free or
• Self-Service

RT. 302 – MEADOW ST. – LITTLETON, N.H.
RAILROAD STREET – ST. JOHNSBURY, VT.

Established 1992
Stahler Furniture
American Quality ~ Vermont Values

Carrying the Largest selection of 
Lyndon Furniture anywhere ~ 
Just one mile from the factory

Over 300 factory specials in stock
Custom Designs available

Route 5, Lyndonville, VT 
Call 1-800-439-5996 or visit www.stahlerfurniturec.om

Established 1991
RETAIL-WHOLESALE-BUY HERE-PAY HERE

4455 BBRROOAADD SSTT..,, LLYYNNDDOONNVVIILLLLEE,, VVTT –– 880022--662266--11223300 OOFFFFIICCEE
AAlllleenn 880022--553355--99445599 CCeellll –– SStteevvee 880022--447733--22118888 CCeellll

Established 1991

Established 1991

Your Full Service
PowerSports 

& Tractor Dealer
515 Union Street . Littleton, NH 03561

603.444.5003   FAX 603.444.2405
www.littletonmotorsports.com

Established 1991

Jacque-Lynn
Mackay,
Owner

Phone:
802-748-1101

Certified instruction in Ballet, Tap, Jazz &
Modern (Ages 5-18) • Pre-Dance (Ages 3 & 4)
GGaaiinn tteecchhnniiqquuee aanndd sseellff--ccoonnffiiddeennccee iinn aa ppoossiittiivvee,, ssttrruuccttuurreedd,,

nnoonn--ccoommppeettiittiivvee aattmmoosspphheerree..

Celebrating 25 Years ...

PHOTOS BY SALLY COOk

Store owner Deb King, left, and West Barnet Quick Stop manager Sue Robinson talk with Janet

Locke as they take her order over the deli counter.

Store Owner Finds Success
By Adapting And Growing

By sally Cook

News Correspondent

The Barnet Village Store has been part of the fabric
of town life since the 1890s and in the same building
where the Odd Fellows Hall was located on the third
floor. Customers can still buy a selection of custom-
cut meats, dairy products and groceries, as well as a
variety of meals to go.

Deb King, celebrating her 25 years of ownership
this year, has kept the tradition alive by adapting to
changing customer demands.

In 2008, she branched out by buying the Barnet
Quick Stop in West Barnet that added gasoline,
propane, a large game weigh station and an ice cream
window to her offerings.

“You have to be able to adapt, or you won’t stay in
the business,” she said. “When I first bought the store,
I was doing custom-cutting meat for people who were
raising their own animals for food as well as deer,
moose, elk and bear for hunters. I mostly did the
wrapping, but I did some custom cutting too.”

Eventually Deb’s brother Brian Adams took over
the custom-cutting part of the business at his Joe’s
Brook Road facility, and King put in a deli to respond
to the growing demand for deli foods, custom made
sandwiches and other ready-to-eat dishes.

Deb and her brother grew up in Barnet on the fam-
ily farm with their parents Winston and Burnice
Adams. The farm has been in the family for more than
200 years, King said. Of Scottish descent, the family
was one of Barnet’s founding settlers. And Burnice
still supplies the store with personal-size pies.

Things were gong well until her father died the
same day the store’s cooler quit, she recalled.

“My husband Armand took a few days off from his
job and built a walk-in cooler for me,” she said, ex-
plaining Armand works for Morrison’s Custom Feeds
in Barnet. “He can fix anything. He keeps things
around here running from changing light bulbs to
welding the furnace, doing the mechanics for the van
and cutting wood to feed the furnace.”

The couple has also beefed up the energy efficiency
by insulating the large three-story building so it only
takes about three cords of woods to heat, instead of
10 cords it took to heat when she bought it. The build-
ing is double-walled which helps, but there is an elec-
tric energy cost to run refrigeration compressors that
also contribute to the interior heat.

“When I bought the business, I bought only the first
two floors,” King said. “I bought the Odd Fellows
Hall only five years ago.”

The third floor was a good place for her two
teenage stepsons to be playing pool. But one day they
decided to explore and found that the stairs to the
stage were movable. Behind the stairs under the stage
their exploration revealed a coffin. Then they opened
the coffin and much to their surprise – and perhaps
terror – they found a skeleton.

As it turns out, it was a fake skeleton and not the
real thing, although it was real enough to later fetch
$175 along with the coffin at a cleaning-out auction.

The West Barnet Quick Stop also has a history, but
not as long. It was once a machine shop owned by
John Bishop, then renovated into a convenience store
by Richard and Paula Stevenson. It was later sold to

a couple from Marshfield and known as Aunt Dees
before it was sold to King, who then doubled its in-
ventory of groceries.

The ghosts of the past are gone and only the good
food and friendly service offered by Deb and her staff
of from 12 to 20 employees, depending upon the sea-
son remains.

Longtime employee Sue Robinson, who started
working for King in August 1998, is the capable man-
ager of the West Barnet Quick Stop. Robinson is a
top-notch cook, who is often behind the scenes in the
kitchen during regular community benefit dinners.

On the menus are intriguing items such as the Bad
Boy Burger (with everything), Jalapeno Poppers,
chicken tornado, steak and cheese, meatball grinders,
chicken cordon bleu, and of course pizza now in 12-
and 16-inch sizes, with a selection of toppings.

Plans for the 25th anniversary year include Thurs-
day’s genuine Jamaican nights with Derrick Samuels,
a customer appreciation barbecue this summer, and
special drawings and give-aways throughout the year.

Regular store hours are in the winter at the village
store from 7 a.m. until 8 p.m. daily and summer from
7 a.m. to 10 p.m. At the West Barnet store, daily win-
ter hours are 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. and from 6 a.m. until 9
p.m. during the summer.

The West Barnet Quick Stop’s modern facade

beckons customers all year.

The 1890s Barnet Village Store withstands the

test of time under adaptable management.
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Established 1996

J.J.’s Autobody
Expert Rust & Collision Repair

McLaren Hill Road 
Barnet Center, Vt.

John & Brooke Jefferson

802-633-3902

Established 1995

189 Railroad St., St. Johnsbury, Vt.
802-748-1212

Eric & Meridith Berry

“EAT FRESH”

Established 1995

COUNTRY
STYLES

Janet Carson
Family Hair Care

336 Hill St. • Danville, Vt.
802-684-2152

Home Service Available to Shut Ins
Open Mon.-Fri., Tue. Evenings

Established 1995

MARK’S
AUTOMOTIVE

Foreign & Domestic Repairs
West Barnet Road • Barnet Center, Vt.

Gary Roy Jr. • Dana Field
Mark & Laurie Jefferson

802-633-3863

AMR

All Metals
Recycling

•• CCooppppeerr •• BBrraassss •• SSccrraapp
•• IIrroonn •• AAlluummiinnuumm

� DEMOLITION & ROLL-OFF SERVICE
� BUYING JUNK VEHICLES
� PROPERTY CLEANUPS

Serving Vt. & Northern N.H.
2141 Route 15, Hardwick, VT 05843 

www.allmetalsrecyclingvt.com
802-472-5100 — 877-275-9919

Established 1995

Established 1994
Bob’s Construction

• Foundations • Floors
• Mobile Home Slabs

• Foundations
Under Existing Houses

Price stays the same from
beginning of job to the end of job.

27 Years Experience • ACI Certified
Robert Barnes 802-626-8763

Established 1993

“Make the Logical Choice
Your Local Choice”

Memorial Drive, Lyndonville, VT
802-626-3378 • 802-626-4588

1-888-499-9992

2931 Route 18
Waterford, VT 05819

For your crane, rigging and hauling needs.
800.606.9721 or 802.748.2775

Established 1993

CLASSEN’S TREE SERVICE
Tree Care • Pruning • Cabling • Tree & Limb Removal

880022--774488--11777755 –– 11--880000--660066--99772211

5043 US Route 5
Derby Road, P.O. Box 331

Derby, VT 05829-0331
TI: 802-334-1200 
FX: 802-334-5402

623 VT Route 114
P.O. Box 400

East Burke, VT 05832-0400
TI: 802-626-4222  • FX: 802-626-8722

TF: 800-273-5371
WEB: www.farmandforest.com

E-MAIL: info@farmandforest.com

Farm & Forest 
Realty, Inc.

Established 1993

Established 1995

• CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE
• SYNTHETIC SPORT SURFACES

• EPOXY FLOORS • ATHLETIC SUPPLIES
P.O. Box 73 – Passumpsic, Vt. – 802-748-2005
Visit Our Website: www.advantagetennis.net

Ray Desilets, Owner

Established 1995
BROOME POWER EQUIPMENT

1029 SEVERANCE HILL ROAD
CONCORD, VT 05824

(802) 748-8568

Service BEYOND COMPARE

JONSERED T-F/7:00-5:00
SAT/7:00-12:00

Established 1995

446 Railroad St., Ste. 1,  St. Johnsbury, VT
KNIT ON!

802-748-WOOL (9665)
Mon.-Sat. 9:30-5:30 • Sun. 12-4

www.wool-away.com

Established 1995
AquaRealm

Aquarium & Pets
Your Full-line Pet Store

Not just a pet store but
an experience.

452 Railroad St., St. Johnsbury, Vt.
djnelson@aquarealmaquarium.com

www.aquarealmaquarium.com
802-748-8858

Established 1995
Harold’s Concrete Construction
QUALITY FLOORS, SLABS & FOUNDATIONS

New Foundations
Under Existing Homes
Free Estimates Call …

802-695-1341802-695-1341
Pouring Concrete 12 Months A Year

Established 1995

TTeerreessaa’’ss TToouucchh ooff SSttyyllee
Family Hair Care

TTEERREESSAA PPOOGGIINNYY,, OOWWNNEERR//SSTTYYLLIISSTT
Soma Hair Technology – Organic

2461 Red Village Rd. • E. Lyndon, Vt.
802-626-3132

Relaxed Atmosphere •  By Appointment

Established 1995
NORTHEAST COMPUTER

SYSTEMS, INC.
““HHoommee && BBuussiinneessss CCoommppuutteerr SSyysstteemmss””

HARDWARE • SOFTWARE • COMMUNICATIONS

NETWORKING • SERVICE • SUPPORT
www.necomp.com

802-626-1050 or Fax 802-626-5012
602 MAIN ST. • BOX 1059 • LYNDONVILLE, VT.

Established 1995

F.C. BULLOCK’S
AUTO REPAIR

1298 Lower Waterford Rd.
Waterford, VT 05819

802-748-2458

Established 1994

� EMPLOYEE ASSISTANCE
� LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
� WORKPLACE CONSULTATION

104 Federal St., St. Johnsbury, VT
802-748-3868      www.caseyEAP.com

Established 1994

Cass Insurance, Inc.
• Trucks/Logging Equipment Insurance •

• General Liability •  Garage Coverage • Homeowners •
• Workmans Compensation • Personal Auto •

P.O. Box 406, Newport, VT 05855
Tel: 802-334-6944 Fax: 802-334-6934

Established 1993

An Affair To RememberA PARTY STORE
GIFTSAND

28 Central Street
Woodsville Station Building

Woodsville, N.H.
603-747-3200

• Business Logos
• Team Apparel
• Work Clothing
• Casual Clothing
• Racing Insignia
• Custom Designs
• Great Gifts
• Promotionals
• Monograms
• Screen Printing

Established 1994

Pat & Drew Beck
NEW LOCATION:
42 Cottage Street
Littleton, NH 03561

603-444-0130
www.embroiderybyeverythingpersonal.com

Luncheon Specials Daily 11-4
Gift Certificates Available

Mandarin
Szechuan

& Cantonese
Cuisines

FAST
SERVICE

TAKE OUT
OR

EAT IN

FOR
TAKE OUT
Please Call

802-626-3368
or

802-626-3382

Full Liquor
License

17 Depot St.
Lyndonville, Vt.

Mon.-Thu.
11:00 am-9:00 pm

Fri. & Sat.
11:00 am-10:00 pm
Sun. noon-9:00 pm

MASTERCARD
VISA

ACCEPTED

Established 1994

Established 1994

Red Village Road • Lyndonville, VT 05851
Tel. 802-626-3231 • 800-626-3275 • Fax 802-626-5945

BRANCH OFFICE: 31 Adams Drive, Williston, VT 05495
802-864-3037 • 800-265-7430 • (fax) 802-864-3102 

Established 1993

A Multi-dealer Shop
Buying one item or complete households

802-626-5430
Dealer #32107 Home: 802-626-8879
Hours: 10-5 p.m. • Closed Tuesday Wayne & Pam Comeau

Celebrating 25 Years ...

PHOTO BY JAMES JARdINE

Carroll Sherburne, Donnalee Sherburne, Scott Hershey, Mike Davis and Chad Bigelow with a

customer’s hot rod stand in front of the spacious Carroll’s Automotive Shop on Memorial Drive

at the Lyndon-St. Johnsbury town Line. Carroll founded the business 25 years ago when he

was 18.

Carroll’s Automotive Celebrates
A Long History In The Kingdom

By James JardiNe

Staff Writer

Carroll and Donnalee Sherburne of Sutton, own-
ers of Carroll’s Automotive, located on the Lyndon-
St. Johnsbury town line at 4772 Memorial Drive on
Route 5 is enjoying 25 years of business.

The business was founded at Carroll’s home on
Sutton River Road in Sutton when Carroll was 18
years old. When he was 10, he began working for
the late Warren Fox at Fox’s sawmill. Fox mentored
the young Sherburne and was always helping him
tinker with something and instilling a good work
ethic and a love for everything mechanical.

Sherburne followed through on his interest in
auto mechanics at Lyndon Institute, where he was
fortunate enough to have another great teacher,
John Emery, who taught auto mechanics at LI for
many years.

Carroll’s father, Ronald Sherburne, was an auto
mechanic who ran his own shop for many years on
Broad Street in Lyndonville before retiring.

After driving a truck for a year to save up enough
money, Carroll built a one-bay garage at his home
and launched his own business while still a
teenager. After building up his business on the Sut-
ton River Road, Carroll decided he wanted to ex-
pand and moved to his present location 12 years
ago.

He runs the business with his wife, Donnalee
Sherburne, who did all the garage’s administration
and bookkeeping in a small office area at the garage
until recently. Now, she’s moved into a spacious
modular home converted into an office just down
the road from the shop. She runs her own business,
Northridge Bookkeeping, and continues to be Car-
roll’s partner in the auto repair business.

The one-bay garage has given way to a spacious
three-bay garage with a large lot. No longer a solo
act, Carroll continues to turn wrenches in one of the
bays while Mike Davis does mechanical work in
another bay. Chad Bigelow is the garage’s service
manager and Scott Hershey is interning at the
garage and planning to go off to college soon. Her-
shey has developed an enthusiasm for the repair
business and has developed excellent skills while
learning on the job, much like Carroll learned on
the job 30 years ago.

Keeping up with the times, Carroll and Donnalee
added a website for their business at

www.cautovt.com.
The Sherburnes take pride in their legions of

longtime, loyal customers who have been bringing
their vehicles to the shop for years. To stay compet-
itive, the Carrolls are constantly investing in the
business, recently acquiring an all-new, state-of-
the-art alignment machine. In addition, they invest
in all of the electronic and computer technology
needed to read the electronic diagnostic signals sent
out by today’s newer cars and trucks. Buying new
equipment is a constant as automobile technology
changes and the multiplicity of cars and trucks,
each with their own systems, increases.

There is not much that Carroll’s Automotive
doesn’t fix and, actually, the term “Automotive”
may be a bit limiting: Carroll’s works on the biggest
over the road diesel trucks, log skidders, tractors
and even motorcycles. In addition to the kind of car
repair one is accustomed to, Carroll’s also replaces
glass, sells tires, does alignments and diagnostic
work, state inspection, brake jobs and everything
else except for automatic transmission rebuilding.
Carroll will take the transmission out and install an
overhauled or new transmission, but he arranges to
job out transmission overhauls to a shop specializ-
ing in transmissions.

Donnalee laughs as she recalls one of Carroll’s
earlier mechanical triumphs was repairing a cus-
tomer’s bean pot pressure cooker.

Another large component of the Sherburnes’
business is commercial and fleet maintenance and
repair with companies owning multiple vehicles
bringing their work to Sherburne. He can assist with
transportation if a customer would like their vehicle
picked up and returned or if they need a ride after
dropping their vehicle off.

Since Carroll built his one-bay garage in Sutton
25 years ago, the Sherburnes have seen lots of
growth. They’ve raised two daughters and have al-
ways been willing to give back to the communities
they serve, participating in food drives and support-
ing local groups and community projects.

In a world that has seen major economic turmoil
over the last few years, with news of economic
downturn and business failures seemingly on the
news every day, Carroll’s Automotive has remained
anchored, steadily growing and expanding its serv-
ices to provide the same quality repairs they’ve
been providing for 25 years.
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Established 1998
North Danville Pet Hotel
NNoott jjuusstt aa kkeennnneell …… iitt’’ss aa ccaammpp

1319 North Danville Rd. 
Danville, VT 05828

• Boarding • Grooming • Day Care 

802-748-5810
Owners: Laurie & Rusty Speicher

Also Available – Custom Sewing

Established 1998
CALEDONIA HOME HEALTH CARE’S

Kingdom Caregivers
provide

~ Private Duty Home Health Care ~
to meet your homemaking,

personal care  and respite needs

Please contact Julie Noyes at our office on
Sherman Drive in St. Johnsbury, Vt.

802-748-8116, Ext. 1121

Established 1997
Northeast Propane Service

A Division of Trombly Plumbing 
& Heating, Inc.

Serving all your propane heating 
and appliance repair needs.

77 Concord Ave., St. Johnsbury, VT 05819
802-748-1953

Established 1997

JEFF CLEVELAND
802-626-0933
cell 535-7069

765 Mitchell Drive • Lyndonville, VT

• Lawn Mowing 
• Stone Work
• Bush Hogging
• Retaining Walls
• Shrubbery
• Stump Grinding
• Split Rail Fence
• Lawn Installation
• Light Trucking
• Excavating
• Snow Removal

Established 1997

Established 1997

Super People, Super Products,
Super Service

Facility Manager 802-626-9716
Margaret Allard Main St., Lyndonville

Established 1997

Rte. 2, Concord, Vt.
7 miles east of St. Johnsbury

802-695-4641

47-49 Main Street – Littleton, NH
Next to Chutter’s
603-444-1188

pandsfurniture.net

We will BEAT anyone’s price.
Open Every Day 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

P S Furniture
& Mattress Gallery

Established 1997

NORTHEAST
TELECOM

– TELEPHONE SERVICE • DISH NETWORK –

RUSS BLAKERUSS BLAKE
802-626-3715 • INSTALLATION & REPAIR

145 Dune Way • Lyndonville, Vermont 05851

Established 1996

Established 1996

TARPS ~ PROPANE ~ HARDWARE

And a Whole Lot MORE
22 Memorial Drive, St. Johnsbury • 802-748-4208
10 Railroad Street, Wells River, VT • 802-757-2000

STORE HOURS:
M-F: 7:30-5:30 • SAT: 8:30-4:30 • SUN: 9-2

Established 1996

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
• Carpet Cleaning
• Area Rugs & Upholstery
• Water Damage Restoration
• Window Washing
• Pressure Washing
• Interior Painting

Greg & Lottie Nelson • (802)626-3730

Established 1996

21 Depot St., Lyndonville, Vt.
802-626-4669

Eric & Meridith Berry           

“EAT FRESH”

Office Established 1996
THE RIGHT INVESTMENTS IN YOUR IRA CAN

MAKE ALL THE DIFFERENCE.
Larry Cipollone To learn about the benefits of an
Financial Advisor Edward Jones IRA, call or visit today.

481 Summer Street, 
Suite 102 wwwwww..eeddwwaarrddjjoonneess..ccoomm Member SIPC

St. Johnsbury, VT 05819
802-748-5377

Established 1996

Chad’s
Barber Shop

27 Elm Street
Lyndonville, Vt.

Tue., Wed., Thu., 8-5 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-Noon

Established 1996

Fashions and 
Furnishings for Home,
Lodge, Camp and Cabin

Fine French Wine

Fred & Robin Little

370 Railroad Street • St. Johnsbury, Vt. • 802-748-2423

Established 1996
Fully Insured

Cricket Chimney Services
Specializing in Relinings

Inspections • Cleanings • Caps
Repairs • Stove Installations

Masonry Work • Insurance Claims

Kent Sourbeer, Owner
802-626-3003 • 802-279-4750

Established 1996

Tim’s Deli
580 Portland St. – St. Johnsbury, Vt.

802-748-3118
Join us in our Dining Room or Take It Home

Every Saturday Tim’s Famous Chicken Pie

Established 1996

Route 2, West Danville, VT • 802-684-1024
www.vthomespecialties.com

Celebrating 25 Years ...

PHOTO BY SYLVIE WEBER

Ray Merchand, owner of Track Side Farm and Garden in Littleton, prepares to forklift some

animal feed.

Track Side Farm And Garden
Serve The North Country Well

By roBerT BleCHl

Staff Writer

LITTLETON, N.H. — For
Ray and Elaine Merchand, the
downsizing of one business 25
years ago led them to open their
own. The owners of Track Side
Farm and Garden, the Littleton
distributor of animal feeds, cele-
brate a quarter-century in busi-
ness this year.

Ray and Elaine were running
the Beacon Feeds store in Bar-
net, Vt., before it burned down.

“Beacon moved into a small
building in St. Johnsbury and we
decided we wanted to open a
store of our own,” he said. After
speaking with a Realtor, they
found a suitable site on Cottage
Street.

They purchased it, and for the
first three years sold Blue Seal
feed and have sold Nutrena feed
ever since.

“We are a distributor for Nu-
trena and have close to 20 other
Nutrena dealers within a 100-
mile radius,” Ray said. “We have
a full line-up of animal feeds.
Anything that has to do with pre-
serving or storing animal feeds,
we handle it.”

The bulk of the clients are
dairy farmers and Track Side’s
deliveries extend as far south as
Webster, N.H., and Woodstock,
Vt., as far west as Hardwick and
north to Derby, Newport and the
Canadian border. The company
currently serves more than 20
farms.

“We also have some fair-sized
horse farms we deliver to as
well,” Ray said.

The Nutrena product runs the
gamut of feeds for household
pets, birds, horses, pigs, dogs,
chickens, llamas and more. “We
also sell a lot of deer feed,” Ray
said.

They began with one em-
ployee 25 years ago and now
have four full-time employees
and one-part time.

Robin Irwin, who has been
with the company since it began
in 1986, does all the ordering for
the store as well as all the
billing.

“For such a small crew, we do
quite a bit. We unload a tractor
trailer of grain every other day,”
said Irwin. “That equals 23 tons.
The grain trucks go out to the

different farms every day.”
Ray said that equates to about

nine trailer loads of feed in a
month versus the half-trailer of
feed the company when it first
got off the ground would unload
once a month.

Currently, two delivery trucks
take to the road to deliver to the
Nutrena sub-dealers.

“The customer base is still
growing,” he said. “We do a lot
in hay shavings and straw and
sell a lot of bailing twine and
bailing wrap. I’m probably the
biggest distributor of bail wrap
in a 75-mile radius.”

Ray also works for Cargill An-
imal Nutrition, the parent com-
pany of Nutrena, selling bulk
feed to dairy barns.

Track Side is located at 51

Cottage St. in Littleton, right at
the railroad tracks. “That’s how
we came up with the name,” said
Ray.

Ray has been in the animal
business for 32 years.

“I enjoy working with people
who want to do better,” he said.
“It’s been quite a challenge. The
dairy industry has been hit hard,
but I enjoy working with dairy
farmers because they are a good,
honest bunch of people and you
can help them grow and be more
efficient. On the store side, I still
enjoy talking with people and
answering questions about ani-
mals.”

This October, Ray plans to re-
tire and pass the baton to his son,
Don.

“It will stay a family a busi-

PHOTO BY SYLVIE WEBER

Elaine Merchand, left, co-owner of Track Side Farm and Gar-

den, and Robin Irwin of Groton, Vt., who has been working for

the Merchands since they set up shop in Littleton 25 years

ago, take a break from their work day.

Established 1998

S M I L E

JOHN S. GRISHAM
DD..DD..SS..,, PP..CC..

MASTER, ACAMEMY OF GENERAL DENTISTRY

35 UNION STREET, LITTLETON, NH 03561
(603) 444-2100 • WWW.NHSMILES.COM

Established 1998

200 East Burke Road, Lyndonville, Vt.
877-626-4200 • 802-626-4200

www.gouldwell.com
Your local water professionals – from drilling
your well to water treatment. Give us a call.



Black Cyan Magenta Yellow

Black Cyan Magenta Yellow

S16                                                                                                                  THE RECORd • Saturday, January 29, 2011                                                                      Business Recognition Edition

Established 2001

475 Main Street
Lancaster, N.H. 03584

603-788-4991
www.daltonmountainmotorsports.com

Luncheon Specials
Gift Certificates Available

MMaannddaarriinn
SSzzeecchhuuaann

&& CCaannttoonneessee
CCuuiissiinneess

FFAASSTT
SSEERRVVIICCEE

TTAAKKEE OOUUTT
OORR

EEAATT IINN

FFOORR
TTAAKKEE OOUUTT
PPlleeaassee CCaallll

660033--774477--33888899
oorr

660033--774477--33888866

FFuullll LLiiqquuoorr
LLiicceennssee

111199 CCeennttrraall SStt..
WWooooddssvviillllee,, NNHH

MMoonn..--TThhuu..
1111::0000 aamm--99::0000 ppmm

FFrrii.. && SSaatt..
1111::0000 aamm--1100::0000 ppmm

SSuunn.. 1111::3300 aamm--99::0000 ppmm
MMAASSTTEERRCCAARRDD

VVIISSAA
AACCCCEEPPTTEEDD

Established 2001

RREESSTTAAUURRAANNTT

Established 2001

THE PUNCTUAL PLUMBER.

If there’s
any delay,

it’s you 
we pay!®

Roland C. Abbott, Owner
(DBA) Plumbing & Heating 1991

4 Redington Street, Littleton, NH 03561

603-444-7100NH Lic. 
# 3144

24-hr.
Service

Established 2001

“Under the bridge”
Formerly Knowlton’s Welding, Inc., Established 1980

DALE WALBRIDGE
SSTTEEEELL FFOORR SSAALLEE

ELECTRIC•ACETYLENE•HELIARC•MIG
10 Bay St., St. Johnsbury, Vt.

Business: 802-748-2901 • Home: 584-4088

Established 2001

Commercial • Residential 
Interior • Exterior

Insulating & Waterproofing Applications
FULL METAL JACKET Sprayed Truck Bedliners

Buddy & Shannon Chapman - Owners

108 Concord Ave., St. Johnsbury, Vt.

ST. JOHNSBURY   -      BENNINGTON

802-748-5600802-748-5600

Established 2000

Route 5 Sales
95 Hastings Hill
St. Johnsbury, Vt.

802-748-3206
� Instant Garages �

Established 2000

SCREEN
PRINTING

51 Main Street • Littleton, N.H. • 603-444-4484

Your LOCAL
Sporting Goods
Dealer Serving

Athletes, Families
Leagues & Schools.DEPARTMENT

Established 1999

802-748-4249

Wed. - Fri. 4 p.m. • Sat. & Sun. 11:30 a.m. • Closed Mon. & Tue.

Established 2000

Our Specialty – PRIME RIB • Fri. & Sat.
Ride the Rail to our door for Food & Spirits 

(off VAST trail)
Wednesday – Whiskey & Wing Night

Established 2000

We Fix Trucks
Truck Parts & Service

Arthur Arnold
248 Riverside Drive
Littleton, NH 03561
603-444-4180

Established 2000
QUALITY IS NOT AN OPTION

–IT’S OUR STANDARD
COME SEE US FOR ALL YOUR

CUSTOM MACHINE SHOP NEEDS.
Todd Colby & Joe Peters

OWNERS/OPERATORS
Let us put over 40 years of machining 

experience to work for you.
184 BAY STREET, ST. JOHNSBURY, VT 05819

802-748-1390   FAX 802-748-5512
www.tjmoldandtool.com

TThhaannkk yyoouu ffoorr yyoouurr ccoonnttiinnuueedd bbuussiinneessss..
INJECTION MOLDS • GAGES • FIXTURES • WIRE EDM

Established 2000

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL LAWN MOWING

BARK MULCH STONE WORK LINE STRIPING

HYDROSEEDING TRUCKING BUSH HOGGING

EXCAVATING SNOWPLOWING/SANDING

CALEB TEMPLE
1101 Kirby Road, East Burke, VT 05832

802-626-8418FREE ESTIMATES FULLY INSURED

KIRBY MOUNTAIN
LAWNS & LANDSCAPING

Established 1999
SNOWSHOE FARM, LLC
Quality Huacaya Alpacas

RON & TERRY MILLER

P.O. Box 280 Phone/Fax: 802-592-3153
520 The Great Road terry@snowshoefarm.com
Peacham, VT 05862 www.snowshoefarm.com

Established 1999
Scott A. Davis
Cabinetmaker
Fine Handcrafted Furniture and Cabinetry

Barnet, Vt. • 802-633-3637
Fax 802-633-4081

email: sdaviscab@gmail.com
www.scottdaviscabinetmakers.com

Established 1999
Play & Learn Daycare
Preschool Center, Inc.

Dianne Raymond
203 Deer Run Lane
P.O. Box 509
Lyndonville, VT 05851
Phone: 802-626-8993
Home Phone: 802-626-9507
e-mail: playlearnday@kingcon.com 

Open: Monday-Friday
6:15 -5:30

Established 1999
FULL SERVICE

SHIPPING

Custom T-Shirts, Pens, Tote Bags
and More!

No Minimum Order • No Setup Charge on Shirts
www.vtink.com               www.cheaptotes.com

ALL IN ONE LOCATION
1596 Memorial Drive, St. Johnsbury, VT

802-751-1199 • Mon.-Fri. 9:00-5:00

Established 1999
THE KINSMAN CONSULTING

GROUP, INC.
Gordon & Joanne Haym

Certified Advisors in QuickBooks®,
QuickBooks® Enterprise Solutions &

QuickBooks® Point of Sales

(802) 748-8666

consultants@kinsmanconsulting.net

Established 1999

Kevin’s Automotive
Brakes
Exhaust
Tune-ups
Batteries

Oil Changes
Tires

VT Inspections
Diagnostics

We Look Forward 
To Servicing Your Vehicle

ASE Certified
Railroad St. • St. Johnsbury, VT

802-748-6534

Established 2000
ALL AROUND 

RENTAL
We’ve got the tools you need to do the job right.

Homeowners & Contractors
We Pick Up & Deliver

Trouble-free Equipment Rentals

802-748-7841 • Rte. 5 North, St. Johnsbury, Vt.
Mon.-Fri. 7:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

Family Owned & Operated – Philip Brown, Owner

Certified Collision Repair Center
George & Suzanne Mudge

Located off I-91, exit 22 (802) 748-5321
604 Lapierre Drive Fax: (802) 751-8860

St. Johnsbury, VT 05819 email: fivestar@kingcon.com

Established 1999

Inc.

Established 1999
BRUCE CUSHMAN 802-748-9581

B. C. MASONRY
SPECIALIZING IN BRICK, BLOCK, STONE, 
CHIMNEYS, FIREPLACES, FOUNDATIONS, 

WALKWAYS, VENEER OR SOLID STRUCTURE.

REPAIRS ON ALL 
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL
3RD GENERATION MASON

FULLY INSURED FREE ESTIMATES

Established 1999
MOOSELOOK 
RESTAURANT

Daily Specials • Senior Menu • Friendly Atmosphere
Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

Sun.-Thu. 6 a.m.-7:30 p.m. • Fri. & Sat. 6 a.m.-8 p.m.
WWeellccoommee …… Bikers! Truckers! Snowmobilers! Campers!

Plenty of Parking Available • Delicious Food • Reasonable Rates
IIFF YYOOUURR PPOOWWEERR IISS OOUUTT,, WWEE HHAAVVEE AA GGEENNEERRAATTOORR..

RRoouuttee 22,, 11005588 MMaaiinn SSttrreeeett,, CCoonnccoorrdd,, VVeerrmmoonntt
880022--669955--22995500

TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS 10 A.M. - 2 P.M. 
FULL SERVICE GAS PUMPS

Established 1998

NICK’S
G    as ‘N Go

Tom & Pauline Harris
590 NORTH MAIN ST., LYNDONVILLE, VT.

Open 7 Days • 5 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Established 1998

477 Dole Hill Road • Danville, VT
Chris Beliveau • Chuck Beliveau

802-748-1553 • 802-748-1652

Celebrating 20 Years ...

PHOTO BY LEAH CAREY

Rosemary Gingue displays her hearty Vermont roots in front of one of Begin Realty’s St. Johns-

bury listings.

St. J Native Keeps
Begin Realty Thriving

By leaH Carey

Staff Writer

ST. JOHNSBURY — Rosemary
Gingue is St. Johnsbury born and
bred – she grew up here, attended
St. Johnsbury Academy, and re-
turned to marry another St. Johns-
bury native after attending college
in Burlington, Vt.

Now, she’s in the business of
helping other young families to
build their lives here.

Gingue is the owner of Begin
Realty Associates on Portland
Street in St. Johnsbury. She began
working there as a secretary soon
after the business opened in 1991.
She got her license in 1994 and
worked her way up through the
ranks. She purchased the business
from previous owner Ernie Begin
in 2009. Begin remains as a full-
time agent and friend.

This is a family business in
many respects. Of the 10 agents in
the St. Johnsbury and Danville of-
fices, there are two sets of
mother/daughter agents. Office
manager Annette Keach is Begin’s
sister. Even Begin and Gingue are
distantly related. Gingue speaks
enthusiastically about the possibil-
ity of bringing her own daughters-
in-law into the business to carry on
the family dynamic.

The real estate business has
changed a lot since Begin Realty
opened in 1991. Aside from the
obvious housing market bubble
and crash of the last few years,
their entire work flow has been
revolutionized.

“There used to be four big three-
ring binders in the office and we’d
spend hours with a single buyer
going over all of the possibilities,”
Gingue said.

Now, all of that information is
available on the Internet, and buy-
ers often come in already knowing
which property they’re interested
in. They can even stand in front of

a house and text-message her for
the information.

“I was worried that the Internet
would be the demise of Realtors
because customers could look up a
listing and get all the information
on their own. Now you can do a
Google search, find the property
on Google maps, and do a drive-
by.” However Gingue says the
concern was unnecessary because
most people need a Realtor to help
them navigate the constantly-
changing market.

Last week a woman came in
who was new to the market and
asked Gingue a whole list of ques-
tions about how taxes are paid,
what it means to be a first-time
home-buyer, how and why to get a
home inspection, and what costs
there are beyond the selling price.
Without a Realtor she would have
had to figure it all out for herself.

“What I like best is being able
to educate a buyer,” Gingue said.
“I also like setting up a rapport be-

tween a buyer and seller. Trust is
important.”

A newly married couple re-
cently came in wanting a house on
a large plot of land where they
could hunt and have privacy.

“The properties they found
needed a lot of work and they re-
alized that’s not what they wanted
to spend their time doing,” Gingue
said. “They realized this wouldn’t
be their forever home. Now they
know they want an investment in
the right location at the right
price.” They settled on a smaller
home with one acre of land that’s
15 minutes from their work. “This
is a good home for them.”

Gingue said she loves the ex-
citement of leading somebody like
this young couple through the
process of finding the right home
for their needs. Another young
couple is now part of the family
tradition at Begin Realty Associ-
ates.

PHOTO BY LEAH CAREY

Rosemary Gingue checks residential, land, and commercial

listings from her desk at Begin Realty Associates in St. Johns-

bury.
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Established 2003

YOUR SCRAPBOOK & RUBBER STAMP SUPER STORE

Generations
of Memories

Full line of scrapbooking & rubber stamping supplies.

260 MEADOW STREET • LITTLETON, N.H.
Next to Pizza Hut

603-444-7333

Established 2003

Brian W. Clifford
Phone: 802-748-0255
Cell: 802-535-7532
Fax: 802-748-0256

75 Old Prue Road,
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

Exit 23 Off I-91 • Rt. 5
Lyndonville, VT
802-626-3273

Exit 28, Derby Rd.
Newport, VT

802-334-5616

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Woodsville, NH • 603-747-3202

3
Locations!

ROUTE 2 EAST • ST. JOHNSBURY, VT

Brakes • Exhaust • Diagnostics • Tires • Shocks
Oil Changes • Vermont State Inspections

Auto Body, Collision Repair

3366 YYeeaarrss LLooccaall EExxppeerriieennccee 802-748-6320

Established 2003

AND USED CAR SALES

Established 2003

Established 2003

Ever
ything But The CookA Kitchen & 

Gourmet Food Store
91 Central Street
Woodsville, N.H.

603-747-2122
www.everythingbutthecook.com

Established 2003
The Sewing Studio

Carolyn Cross, BHEc. Owner/Designer

#3-10 Eastern Ave., St. Johnsbury, VT 

880022..774488..11559999

• Window Treatments 
• Slip Covers 
• Upholstery
• Alterations/Repairs 

including Bridal

Custom
Thermal Shades

Energy Efficient

Established 2002
Lyndon Educational

Alternative Resources
Network, Inc.

P.O. Box 1147, 154 Main St. 
Lyndonville, VT 05851

802-626-8056
katelearn@charter.net

An approved secondary school for students 
grades 7-12, offering small group and 

supportive counseling in a family environment.
Approved for students with autism.

Established 2002

Erik Armstrong
Masonry

Plowing • Sanding
Northeast Kingdom

802-626-3757

Established 2002

WEB SITES    PRINT    CONTENT MANAGEMENT
E-COMMERCE    INTERNET MARKETING

1194 Main St., Suite 102
St. Johnsbury, Vermont 05819

802-745-1191
www.cambiumgroup.com

Facebook.com/cambiumgroup

Established 2002

Benjie C. tessier
Certified Public Accountant, llc

Janice Solinsky, EA
tax and accounting services

for individuals and small businesses

PO Box 1566 • 18 Tulip St. • Lyndonville, VT 05851
Phone: 802-626-3891 • Fax: 802-626-3892

E-mail: benjietessier@yahoo.com

Established 2002

Mysteries
Mostly First Editions, Many Signed
BETH AND DAVE KANELL

283 East Village Rd. 802-751-8374
Waterford, VT 05819 KingdomBks@gmail.com

www.kingdombks.blogspot.com

Sanderson’s Wooden Bowls
Perfect for that Special Gift

Each Bowl is Hand-turned from 
Native Vermont Hardwood

www.vtbowls.com
Sam & Weeza Sanderson

2902 VT RT 114 
East Burke, VT

(802) 626-9622
Visit Our Showroom!

Established 2002

Junction of 
Routes
5 & 114

Lyndonville, 
VT 05851

866-230-0700

or 802-626-0700

Established 2001

www.newenglandhomecrafters.com

Established 2001
Achilles Auto Repair

Domestic & Import
Wayne K. Achilles

Owner
ASE Certified

1761 Schoolhouse Road
Groton, VT 05046

802.592.6000

Established 2001
Jan’s Beauty Supply and Salon

Matrix – OPI 
Paul Mitchell – Redken – Chi

Jan Austin – Debbie Gilman – Jayne Rivera
Pam Peters – Cendra Hunter – Teresa Corrow

51 Depot St., Lyndonville, Vt. • 802-626-8277
Open Tuesday-Saturday • CALL FOR APPOINTMENT

Established 2001

Your One Stop Counter Top Shop
• Laminate • Solid Surface
• Granite • Butcherblock

228 Northern Circle • Lyndonville, VT 05851
800-417-3003

Local: 802-626-4044 • Fax: 802-626-4333

600 St. Johnsbury Road, Littleton, NH 03561   T: 603.444.9294 / F: 603.444.9025 
occupationalhealth@littletonhospital.org

Meeting the Occupational Health needs  
of you and your entire workforce.

Established 2003

Established 2003

Established 2004

www.joespondcrafts.com

Seasonal
May thru
December

Intersection of Rt. 2 & 15
West Danville, Vermont

684-2192

Established 2004

Celebrating 20 Years ...

Northern Vermont Tent Rental

Celebrates Years Of Celebrations
By JeNNifer Hersey

ClevelaNd

Staff Writer

NEWPORT — In its 20th year,
Northern Vermont Tent Rental’s
motto is still “quality first,” ac-
cording to owner Wayne Gooley.

In 1991 Gooley started out with
one tent. From those modest be-
ginnings, the business now has 24
tents available for outdoor wed-
dings and parties.

“It just kind of grew over the
years,” Gooley said. “We just keep
adding stuff on.”

But even with that many tents
on hand, people should plan ahead.
Gooley said some customers start
booking rentals for the coming
year as early as October.

Gooley’s wife, Becky, does the
bookkeeping for the business, and
in summers, the Gooleys employ
eight to 10 people to assist with
setting up and taking down tents
and hand cleaning, loading, and re-
pairing all of the many items for
rent.

Gooley said the crew once
loaded everything onto a barge to
set up on an island, and they’ve set
up tents in hurricanes before.
“That’s a real challenge,” he said.

One time the wind was blowing
so bad that it took four guys to
hold down a small tent. The wind
whipped one fellow’s hat and
glasses right off his head. They
flew into the street, where they
were promptly crushed by an on-
coming vehicle, Gooley said.

Tents come in many styles and
sizes, Gooley said, to accommo-
date intimate gatherings up to large
festivities. The business offers on-
site evaluations and computer-
aided layouts in both 2-D and 3-D.

People need not worry about
rain, because the tents come with
sides, replete with windows, and

walkways are available to keep
guests dry while moving from tent
to tent or from tent to a permanent
structure.

May, Sept. and Oct. get a bit
cold for outdoor occasions, but
Northern Vermont Tent Rental also
has heaters available.

“You just turn up the thermostat,
like you would in your living
room,” Gooley said.

While the humble Gooley says
he doesn’t have every single thing
needed for an outdoor occasion, he
has just about everything - from

linens in colors ranging from gold-
enrod to eggplant to complete
place settings, from dance floors to
tables and chairs in a variety of
styles.

The business offers cooking
equipment like gas grills and con-
vection and warming ovens, as
well as specialty lighting.

Japanese lanterns are particu-
larly popular these days. “They are
a pain to put up, but everyone
seems to like them,” Gooley said.

Online: www.northernvermont-
tentrental.com

COURTESY PHOTO

Northern Vermont Tent Rental has tents of all sizes to offer.

Celebrating 15 Years ...

PHOTO BY SYLVIE WEBER

Jackson Corner Casuals owner Holly Ricci shows some of the clothes she carries at her Main

Street store in Littleton.

Jackson Corner Casuals
Favors The Bohemian Look

By roBerT BleCHl

Staff Writer

LITTLETON, N.H. — Located
at 50 Main St. in Littleton, Jackson
Corner Casuals has a range of
clothing and accessories that run the
gamut.

“I have jewelry, scarves and

pocketbooks and various things
from all over the world,” said
owner Holly Ricci.

Ricci moved to the North Coun-
try 26 years ago. After working in
retail for the first decade, she took
the plunge and decided to open her
own shop, Jackson Corner Casuals,
which turns 15 this year.

“I lean toward the Bohemian
look,” she said. “I like the Indian
styles and love the designs they use
on their clothes.

Ricci, who keeps the shop open
six days a week excluding Sundays,
enjoys the creative part of her job.

“I like putting the clothes to-
gether and figuring out what some-
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A Children’s Shop in Downtown Lyndonville
Featuring a full line of Melissa & Doug toys, green toys,

infant gift items and clothing.
Come see our art supplies, train sets, dolls,
trucks, castles, wooden blocks, sand toys,

mud boots, raincoats and much more.
802-626-1070 32 Depot Street, Lyndonville, Vermont

MON.-FRI.
9:30-5:00

SAT.
9:30-2

Established 2005

Established 2005

an infusion of new ideas
8 Deans Lane P.802.284.4105
Lyndonville, VT 05851 F.802.284.4104

www.numiamedical.com

Established 2005
NNNNoooobbbblllleeee  

CCCCoooonnnnttttrrrraaaacccctttt iiiinnnngggg

Established 2005

Jim Trottier
CARPENTRY

1241 Burroughs Road
Wheelock, Vermont 05851

802-626-4022
New Construction, Additions, Renovating and Log Homes

FREEEstimates
Framing to

Finish

Established 2005

Interior Decorating • Staging
Redesign

Color Consultation

802-279-4448
802-274-9286

St. Johnsbury, Vermont

Established 2005
18,000 Square

Feet of
Quality
Antiques,

Furniture &
Collectibles
Pam Cavanaugh

John Hale
141 Main St., Littleton, NH

603-444-4888

Established 2005
Quality Pre-owned Cars, Trucks & Classics

Where you’re a neighbor, not a number.
Andre (AJ) Labrecque • John Jaworoski

www.schurmanmotorcompany.com

57 Bridge St.
Lancaster, NH 03584

603-788-4443

Buying All Metals 
Steel • Brass • Copper • Aluminum

Monday-Friday • 7:00-4:00

405 S. Main Street, Lisbon, NH 03585
Phone: 603-838-2860 • Fax: 603-838-2216

“Buying Metal Salvage”

INC.

Established 2004

Established 2004

Vibe
Salon

25 Depot Street, St. Johnsbury, Vt.
Next to the Wine Gate

802-748-9484
Lauren • Sandy • Julia • Tiffany

Sewin Lo    e Fabric Shoppe
Fabric • Quilting Supplies • Classes

Embroidery Supplies

“COME QUILT WITH US”
15 Hill Street, Danville, VT 

802-684-9790
www.sewinlovefabrics.com

sewinlovefabric@gmail.com

Established 2005

SELF-SERVICE GAS ISLAND

Established 2005

802-748-5537

• Green Mtn. Coffee • Mylar Balloons 
• Snack Foods • Full Service Deli 

• Bottle Redemption Center 
• Expanded Grocery Items • Beer • Wine • Soda

652 RAILROAD STREET STATION

(Formerly 
Party Tyme)

Established 2005

TThe AAntique RRose
FF lorist

• Fresh Cut Flowers • Plants
• Dish Gardens • Weddings • Sympathy

26 S. Court St., Woodsville, N.H.

603-747-3999

Phone: 802-684-9955
Trent Cell: 802-535-9108
Nate Cell: 802-535-7303

Fax: 802-684-3414
1085 Rte. 2 East

Danville, VT 05828
All Your Construction Needs

Fully Insured

Established 2005

31 PERRAS RD.• LANCASTER, NH 03584
PHONE: (603) 636-2227 • (603) 636-1391

(800) 545-0772 • FAX: (603) 636-1405

Established 2004

Established 2004

Tom Villeneuve Builder
29 Chase Hill Road

PO Box 113 – West Burke, VT 05871

(802) 467-3301
• Custom Homes • Remodeling
• Garages • Decks

Established 2004

Owner/Operator Anneka Bickford
214 CHARLES ST.

LYNDONVILLE, VT.

802-626-8363
Infant - 12 Years
7 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

Established 2004

20 Elm Street, Lyndonville, Vermont
Cherry Hebert, Owner/Stylist • Peggy Smith, Stylist

For an appointment call 802-626-4700

• Spring Clean-up • Mulch Delivery & Spreading
• Tree & Brush Pruning • Rototilling
• Lawnmowing & Grounds Maintenance
• Brush Removal • Small Lot Clearing

• Light Trucking 

Jim & Nancy Buxton
802-748-8892  •  802-751-9491

Established 2004

Established 2004
AVENUE STYLES

A Family Hair & Nail Care Salon
Facial Waxing • Ear Piercing • Manicures

Pedicures • Perms • Color

MEN – WOMEN – CHILDREN

Fine Cuts

Suzie Doyon, Owner/Stylist

378 RAILROAD ST. • ST. JOHNSBURY, VT
802-748-8700

Established 2004

684 Portland Street, St. Johnsbury, VT
Guaranteed Repairs • Certified Technicians

Rental/Courtesy Cars Available! 
Ask for details.

Manager: Glen Friend

Established 2004

A division of Gould Well Drilling, Inc.
232 East Burke Road, Lyndonville, Vt.

802-626-5760 • www.gouldwell.com
Your local water testing facility. We can test and

help assess what is going on with your water.

� Energy Efficient 
Window Coverings

• Window Quilts
• 3M Window Film
• Hunter Douglas

� Custom Fabrication
• Draperies
• Slipcovers
• Reupholstery

� Design Fabrics Library
� Home Accessories

Established 2004

249 Main Street, Littleton, NH
603-444-7444 • 866-484-7444

info@windowdetails.com
www.windowdetails.com

Celebrating 10 Years ...

PHOTO BY ROBERT BLECHL

Benjamin Franklin Plumbing of Littleton celebrates 10 years of business in May.

Benjamin Franklin Plumbing
Has Grown Over The Years

By roBerT BleCHl

Staff Writer

LITTLETON, N.H. — What
began out of a house in Lisbon in
May 2001 has evolved into a full-
service plumbing and heating
company that employs a staff of
five and serves the whole North
Country.

Now located at 4 Redington St.
in Littleton, the business also does
replacement and maintenance of
water well pumps, sewer drain

cleaning and inspection and pipe
lining for both drainage and water
pipes.

“I’m also a certified backflow
prevention device inspector,” said
owner Roland Abbott. “As a li-
censed plumber, I have two sets of
skills that are very unique – I can
repair them as well as inspect.”

On lining water pipes, he uses
an epoxy coating that is blown
through the lines, and cures as it
blows through, so within hours the
house is back up and running, he

said.
The company’s service area ex-

tends Ashland to the south and
Pittsburg to the north and covers
the towns between Hanover and
Conway.

In 2009, Abbott’s wife, Carol,
joined the business.

“I enjoy taking care of people’s
problems and getting them fixed,”
he said. “We strive to provide out-
standing service for our cus-
tomers.”

PHOTO BY TOdd WELLINGTON

One of the work trailers used by New England Foam and Coating to service customers across

New England.

Bringing The Foam:
New England Foam and Coating

By Todd WelliNgToN

Staff Writer

ST. JOHNSBURY — New Eng-
land Foam and Coating on Con-
cord Avenue is owned by Shannon
and Buddy Chapman, who
founded the company in 2001 after
moving to the Northeast Kingdom
from Alaska. The spray foam insu-
lation and urethane coatings are
available for a wide array of build-
ing projects.

They travel all over New Eng-
land to service customers as far

away as Martha’s Vineyard or
closer to home, where they have
worked on dormitory projects at
Plymouth State University in Ply-
mouth, N.H., and the new green
dorm at St. Johnsbury Academy.
They also do houses of all sizes
and specialize in using foam insu-
lation to bring warmth to cold win-
ter floors.

They’ve even brought their
foams and coatings to some places
you wouldn’t expect, such as com-
mercial methane digesters and
even a portable handicapped toilet

that a client was turning into a ice
shanty.

The Chapmans have four em-
ployees who travel across the New
England area to serve customers in
the two trucks and trailers they op-
erate. Shannon Chapman said
foam insulation is a product that
tends to sell itself.

“It’s the most energy-efficient
and best insulation you can get,”
said Shannon. “Plus, it works great
in both seasons. It keeps your
house warm in the winter and cool
in the summer.”
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Established 2008
Time To Consign, LLC

37 Main Street • Littleton, NH 03561

Consignment Store with
Clothing, Accessories,
Collectibles, Jewelry,
Furniture, Housewares
and much, much more!

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 9-6 • Sun. 12-4
Phone: 603-444-4411 • Email: TT.Consign@gmail.com

Owner: Janice Morello

Established 2007

Established 2007
Lyndon Truck Center

Heavy Truck Repairs
& Parts Sales

83 Hemlock Lane
Lyndonville, VT

802-626-4300

Established 2006

AA DDaaiissyy DDaazzee
210 Broad Street

Lyndonville, Vermont 05851

880022--662266--00777777
• Flowers
• Plants
• Balloons
• Gifts

Owner/designer
Lenore Dwyer

Established 2006

CARON’S
Gateway

REAL ESTATE
33 State Street, Groveton, NH 03582

603-636-2626 • Fax: 603-636-2401
email: info@caronsgre.com • www.caronsgre.com

Eco-Brokerage 
Lic. NH/VT GRI Cert. Broker

Established 2007

LAMINATE – SOLID SURFACE – WOOD TOPS
Andre Poginy, Jr.

P: 802-626-3081 • F: 802-626-5829 • C: 802-274-0875
2461 Red Village Road, Lyndonville, VT 05851

cb-design@charter.net

– Specializing In Custom Countertops – 

Established 2007

MMoonn--FFrrii 88::3300--55::3300 •• SSaatt 88::3300--11 •• ((880022)) 774488--00001100
11118866 MMeemmoorriiaall DDrriivvee,, SStt.. JJoohhnnssbbuurryy,, VVtt..

wwwwww..mmoorrrriissoonnssffeeeeddbbaagg..ccoomm

• Quality Pet Foods 
& Supplies

• Wild Bird Seed
• Muck Boots
• Animal Feeds
• Wood Pellets
• Walls Clothing

Established 2007

Established 2007
Northridge Bookkeeping

Helping you get organized & stay on track.

Quickbooks Pro Advisor
Donnalee Sherburne

Over 25 Years Experience

4580 MEMORIAL DRIVE
ST. JOHNSBURY, VT 05819

802-535-1149
northridgevt@gmail.com

Established 2007

JCT. OF RTS. 5 & 302,  WELLS RIVER, VT 
802-757-2311 • 800-468-2956

wellsriverchevy.com

Established 2007
Robyn’s Hair Styling

Nest & Tanning
623 Concord Ave. • St. Johnsbury, VT

802-751-8999
Robyn Baillargeon Owner/Operator

ISO & Paul Mitchell
Hair Care for the Whole Family

Open Mon.-Fri. • With Mon. & Thu. Evenings
Call for Appointment

Established 2006

ICF (Insulated Concrete Forms) • EPS Blocks 
Traditional Concrete Forms • Damp Proofing • Water Proofing

477 Dole Hill Road • Danville, VT
802-748-1553 • 802-748-1652

Chris Beliveau • Chuck Beliveau

Established 2006

Convenient Products
Deli • Bakery • Pizza

SPECIAL EVENT CATERING
www.kerrigansmarket.com

At the Junction of
Routes 5 & 5A
in West Burke

Mon.-Thu. 6-8
Fri. & Sat. 6-9

Sun. 7-8

Established 2006

K&S AUTO and REPAIR
1568 Memorial Drive, St. Johnsbury, Vt.

802-748-1100
BUY HERE – PAY HERE
Good Used Vehicles – VT State Inspection

Covered Bridge

Primitives

Gifts to Warm
Your Heart
and Home

Established 2006

Joycelyn Minich,
Shopkeeper

802-626-5043

791 Main Street • Lyndonville, Vt.
and East Burke Village, Vt.

Established 2006
Barnet Tradepost
Wellness Center
CCoommpplleemmeennttaarryy HHeeaalltthh CCaarree::

Massage & Physical Therapy,
Acupuncture, Kinesiology, Reiki,

Yoga, Tai Chi

880022--663333--22770000
www.barnettradepost.com

Established 2006

Mon.-Sat. • 11 am-2pm
Paninis, Soups, Salads, Specials

Fridays at 5:00 pm
Menu Changes Weekly!

Take-out Available

Lunch

Dinner

Downtown St. Johnsbury
(Next to the Welcome Center)

802-748-3288

Established 2008

SSuussaann SSmmiitthh && PPaauullaa HHeerrbbeerrtt,, oowwnneerrss •• kknniitt@@yyaarrnnggaarrddeennnnhh..ccoomm
110066 MMaaiinn SSttrreeeett,, LLiittttlleettoonn,, NNHH 0033556611 •• 660033--444444--55991155

yyaarrnnggaarrddeennnnhh..ccoomm

Monday-Saturday 10-6 • Sunday 12-5

Established 2008

, LLC
“Doing It Right”

152 Littleton Rd., Whitefield, NH
603-837-9113

www.aplandscapingservices.com

Established 2008
Kingdom Canine Center
Grooming
Training

Call Deanna: 802-274-6033
email: kingdomk9s@gmail.com

Off N. Main St., Lyndonville, Vermont

Agility
Day Care

We are who you call when you’re buying or selling in The Kingdom!
Tel: (802) 626-9111 • Fax: (802) 626-6913
791 Broad Street • Lyndonville, VT 05851

email: realestate@homeinthekingdom.com

Established 2008Established 2008

Celebrating 10 Years ...

Jan’s Beauty Supply Thrives
In Downtown Lyndonville

By amy asH NixoN

Staff Writer

LYNDONVILLE — Jan’s
Beauty Supply, owned by Jan
Austin, will mark its 10th anniver-
sary in April, having spent the full
decade in the same storefront on
Depot Street, right in the heart of the
village.

Austin grew up in Lyndonville,
and has always lived here. She grad-
uated from the New England School
of Hair Design in West Lebanon,
N.H., after high school, and went
right to work in Lyndonville, for
Pam Peters at The Beauty Mark.
Today, Peters is one of five inde-
pendent stylists who rent a chair in
Austin’s shop, and have their own
clientele and business from Jan’s.

Peters’ granddaughter, Cendra
Hunter, is another of the independent
stylists. Three others all have
brought their own clientele too, in-
cluding Teresa Corrow and Debbie
Gilman, both of whom formerly had
their own shops, and Jayne Rivera,
formerly manager of the J.C. Penney
Salon, said Austin.

Austin worked for Peters and an-
other beauty shop in town before
going out on her own. At first,
Austin’s shop was strictly a beauty
supply shop, but it quickly evolved
and today is both a beauty supply
shop and a full-service salon. By Au-

gust of the first year, two chairs were
added to the supply shop, and a few
months later, two more were put in,
said Austin. Now, the shop runs with
six full-time stylists.

“The hairdressing part of it was
doing so well that I cut back on the
supply part of it,” said Austin. Cor-
row, too, brings an added dimension,
working with patients who are bat-
tling cancer with the American Can-
cer Society’s “Look Good – Feel
Better” program, for which the shop
is both an advocate and a supplier.

Lyndonville is peppered with
beauty salons working in close prox-
imity to one another, but there seems
to be room for the competition. Jan’s

spot, she noted, is across from the
Darling Inn so people can walk right
over, and because it’s in the very
center of the business thoroughfare,
business could not be better.

“It’s an awesome location,” she
said. The shop is closed Sundays and
Mondays, but “with the girls being
independent, they can come in
whenever they want.

There have been tough times over
the 10-year run, said Austin, but for
the most part, people are very loyal.
She said it’s interesting in her line of
work to see how hairstyles all come
back around as fashion trends swing
in and out. “Things come back
around,” she said.

PHOTO BY AMY ASH NIXON

Mark and Renee Baxter, in front at left and right, along with the Creative Counters mascot,

Bailey, are joined by their employees, from left: Glenn Longley, Jay Sargent, Kevin Benoit, Kevin

Lessard, Chad Cole, Steve Lee, Paul Leduc, Harry Sidney, Brian Fenoff, Robert Hamel (man

you can not see), Craig McCormick II, Kevin Greenwood, Andrew Neylon and Travis Reed.

Creative Counters Offers A
One Stop Countertop Shop

By amy asH NixoN

Staff Writer

LYNDONVILLE — Creative
Counters turns 10 this year, and in
just one decade has seen some major
shifting of its market.

The boom in the housing market
encompassed a little better than the
first half of its tenure, then a sharp
decline in the housing market led the
company, owned by husband-and-
wife Mark and Renee Baxter, to nav-
igate to calmer commercial waters in
recent years – a move that’s proving
fruitful and is keeping their crew
busy.

With more than a dozen employ-
ees, a huge factory space where
counters are custom designed and
fabricated – stone and solid surface
– off Route 122 in Lyndonville, the
company is weathering the storm
and doing well, report the Baxters.

According to the company, Cre-
ative Counters is a wholesale

counter-top fabricator that sells to
kitchen and bath contractors, lumber
yards and mill works. It started op-
erations in 2001 working in the
owner’s garage with one employee.
Now, with two buildings for their
growing operations, the company
has 12 full-time employees and one
part-time employee. Its sales terri-
tory is currently Vermont, New
Hampshire and northern Massachu-
setts.

“We stand behind our workman-
ship and pride ourselves on our qual-
ity and services,” the company’s
website says. “Our motto is that we
are a ‘One Stop Countertop Shop,’
and to meet this, we are continu-
ously adding products and services.”

Mark Baxter worked for a
Formica distributor before, as did a
number of the men employed by
Creative Counters today. In 2006
Creative Counters became
DuPont®-certified fabricators of
Corian™ and Zodiaq™.

The firm is introducing its own
line of solid-surface vanity tops
under the brand Green Mountain
Vanity Tops, a solid-surface product
made to look like natural stone.

When the Baxters first got into the
business on their own, the housing
industry was strong, but the 2008
downturn in the economy turned
their focus to commercial work. Last
year, Creative Counters was
awarded a large commercial project
with an architectural mill works
company in Quebec, for the
Methodist West Houston hospital in
Houston, Texas. For that project, the
Baxters purchased a huge routing
machine, which allows them to im-
prove lead times and work flow for
residential work.

Closer to home, they have done
work for Central Vermont Hospital
and Fletcher Allen, they said. The
company today is located in a pri-
vate location on Northern Circle, off
Route 122, in Lyndonville.

PHOTO BY AMY ASH NIXON

Jan Austin, owner of Jan’s Beauty Salon and Supply in Lyn-

donville, marks her 10th anniversary in Lyndonville this year.
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Established 2010

WHEELOCK
AUTOMOTIVE

GENERAL AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR
Open Mon.-Fri. 7:00 am-5:00 pm
1120 Rte. 122 – Wheelock, VT

Phone 802-626-3727 – Fax 802-626-5722

Custom-made Exhaust Systems

Established 2010

802-748-8121
190 Federal Street St. Johnsbury, Vt.
N.H. & VT. TOLL FREE 1-800-523-NEWS
E-mail: adv@caledonian-record.com or

news@caledonian-record.com

An edition of the Caledonian-Record

Established 2010
NEK Country Store

466 Rt. 114 – East Burke, VT
802-626-4611

Auntie Dee Dee’s Baked Goods,
VT Crafts & Food Products,

Antiques, Wine Cellar, Breakfast,
Lunch, Pizzas, Full Deli – All Day

EAT IN or TAKE OUT
Serving Vermont Coffee Co. Fair Trade & Organic

Established 2010
Circle  A  Appliance

New – Crosley
Used – When Available

Service – Most Brands
Parts – Most Brands

Dryer Vent Cleaning – Available
Al Baesemann

115599 EEAASSTTEERRNN AAVVEE.. –– SSTT.. JJOOHHNNSSBBUURRYY,, VVTT –– 880022--775511--11114411
TThhuurr.. && FFrrii.. 55--88 •• SSaatt.. 99--55 •• SSuunn.. 1100--11

Established 2010
XTRA INNINGS
PERFORMANCE

Adrian Guyer, CSCS, NSCA CPT
Personal/Group Training
Athletic Development
Nutritional Guidance
Supplement Sales

Post Rehab Training Programs
Fitness Consultation

“Better Performance For Life”
791 Broad Street • Lyndonville

802-249-7870 • xiptraining@gmail.com

Established 2010

RESTAURANT
Mandarin, Szechuan &

Cantonese Cuisines
Fast Service • Take-out or Eat-in
Children’s Menu • Free WiFi • Cocktail Lounge

264 Portland St., St. Johnsbury, VT
802-748-2338 • 802-748-2336

MMoonn..--TThhuu.. 11 am-9 pm • FFrrii.. && SSaatt.. 11 am-10 pm
MMoonn.. Noon-9 pm

Established 2010

WILLOUGHBY

Pizza • Soups • Subs
Rt. 5A North of Willoughby

802-525-4347
Fri., Sat. & Sun. Noon-9 p.m.

Established 2009

David Askren
24 Day Court, St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

(802) 748-7135 ~ kissmywindsandbrass@gmail.com
www.kissmywindsandbrass.com

Established 2009
Kingdom Stove Works,
Clean Sweep Chimney

Service & Tanner Masonry
Full Service Stove Shop from the Chimney

to the Hearth to the Professional
Installation

Stainless Steel Liners
298 Broad St. • Lyndonville, VT

802-626-5445

Established 2009

Open Thursday through Monday For
Lunch and Dinner

Brunch
Saturday and Sunday

626-9900East Burke,
VT

Established 2009

802-626-9011
In beautiful downtown East Burke 

Mon.-Thu. 8-6 • Fri. 8-7 
Sat. 9-5 • Sun. 9-1 or by appointment

www.chucksflooring.com

Established 2009
Chuck’s Flooring and Tile

FOR ALL YOUR 
FLOORING & TILE NEEDS

SERVICE WITH INTEGRITY

Established 2009

263 Main St., Littleton, N.H. • 603-444-7141
E-mail: phayes@littletonrecord.com or

adv@caledonian-record.com

A publication of the
Caledonian-Record Publishing

Company, Inc.

HAIRby Hollyby Holly

Established 2008

Family Hair Care
Holly Whitehead

2129 Lily Pond Road, Lyndonville, VT

802-626-5540

Established 2008

663 Broad Street • Lyndonville, VT
802-626-4RONI (4766)

thepizzamandelivers.com
Pizza • Subs • Wraps • Calzones 

Seafood

THE

PIZZAMAN

• DINE IN
• TAKE OUT
• DELIVERY

Established 2008

Established 2008
Estabrook House

Bed & Breakfast
1596 Main Street, St. Johnsbury, VT

A comfortable stay in a historic 
Victorian home within walking distance 

of downtown St. Johnsbury.

802.751.8261
www.estabrookhouse.com

Established 2008

Family Restaurant & Tavern
Jct. of Rts. 5 & 114, Lyndonville, Vt.

802-626-8685
Open 7 Days a Week!

Lunch & Dinner
Eat In/Take Out

Serving Breakfast
Fri., Sat. & Sun. 

From 6 am

MetLife®
MetLife Home Loans
a Division of MetLife Bank, N.A.

Established 2008

Sherrie Bull Menard
Northeast Kingdom Representative

Over 20 Years Experience
sbmenard@metlife.com

http://LO.MLHL.com/sherriemenard
Office: (802) 535-9775

Toll Free: (866) 526-6207
Member

FDIC

Refinance or Purchase
Mortgages

Established 2008
John C. Allin

www.granitecask.com
brew@granitecask.com

6 King’s Square Unit A
Whitefield, NH 03598
603-837-2224 phone
603-837-2230 fax

Hours: Tues.-Thurs. 10 to 5
Fri. 10 to 6, Sat. 10 to 5
Closed Sun. & Mon.

Celebrating 10 Years ...

New England Home Crafters
Builds On Solid Foundation

By amy asH NixoN

Staff Writer

LYNDONVILLE — It’s hard to
miss the model homes that Mark
Bean, owner of New England
Home Crafters, has on proud dis-
play at the prominent junction of
routes 5 and 114, where a new
chalet-style home with an arched
window and front porch was re-
cently added.

In business 10 years this year,
this is Bean’s second home busi-
ness in Lyndonville, the other
being the manufactured or mobile
home business under his surname,
on Back Center Road.

There is a big difference be-
tween the two businesses, with the
modular homes of New England
Home Crafters being custom-built
homes the customer can design
with Bean’s staff, from the floor
plans to every detail inside and
out.

The homes are then ordered as-
is, and the cost will not fluctuate
at all, said Bean. They are con-
structed in an all-indoor facility in
Maine, never exposed to the ele-

ments or pricing fluctuations or
delays.

“They’re built in a controlled
climate,” explained Bean. He said
that because the builder in Maine
deals with such high volume,
building supply discounts are
passed onto the customer, quite a
different scenario than hiring a
carpenter to stick-build a single
home.

The homes are built completely
in four to six weeks, said Bean.
Local customers work with one of
Bean’s housing consultants, and
tweak the plans. The homes are
built by KBS Building Systems

out of South Paris, Maine.
New England Home Crafters

works across New England, as its
name suggests, and has installed
projects as far away as Block Is-
land, R.I., a job that required mul-
tiple ferry deliveries of the
modular homes being installed
there one blustery winter, Bean
said. The company also is working
with local contractors, helping to
deliver custom homes in varying
stages of completion, that builders
can then finish on site to the home-
owner’s specifications.

“This has become the future,”
said Bean.

Celebrating 5 Years ...
The Wine Gate – Welcoming

Diners For Five Years
By PaUl Hayes

Staff Writer

ST. JOHNSBURY — The Wine Gate has become a
favorite lunchtime destination.

The restaurant, located in the former Murray’s Meat
building off of Railroad Street in downtown St. Johns-
bury, is open Monday through Saturday from 11 a.m.-2
p.m. and offers made-from-scratch panini sandwiches,
soups and salads. It also serves dinner on Friday nights
from 5 to 10 p.m.

Co-owner Lauren Chamberlin realized a lifelong
dream when she opened The Wine Gate in December
2006. She was inspired by her family’s passion for cook-
ing and wine. Many of the menu items are based on old
family recipes.

“There’s a long line of great cooks in our family,” said
Chamberlin. “A lot of the recipes we use are from my
grandmothers [Lucille West and Faith Godfrey].”

Today, she and her husband, Tim, run the restaurant.
The dining room seats 65 and an outdoor patio can ac-
commodate another 40.

Popular items include the freshly made soups (includ-
ing butternut squash and apple, cream of broccoli, mine-
strone and tomato bisque), the chicken florentine panini
sandwich (grilled chicken, provolone cheese, garlic and
herb mayonnaise, spinach, tomato and caramelized
onion) and dinner entrees such as the ribeye steak.

The restaurant has experienced steady growth over
the past five years. It began by serving local customers.
Today it draws passing tourists and people from outside
the area. Chamberlin said the secret to its success has
been the dedication of its staff.

That dedication has not gone unnoticed. Regular cus-
tomers have joked that Chamberlin and her staff practi-
cally live at the restaurant.

“Everyone jokes that we live here, which is very true,
it does feel like we live here,” said Chamberlin. “We put
our heart into everything that we do.”

Barnet Tradepost Unfolds A

Healing Enterprise
By PaUl Hayes

Staff Writer

Laurajean “LJ” Stewart and her husband, Jack, used
to pass the Barnet Tradepost all the time.

“Every time [we passed by] we said ‘Gee, that would
be a perfect place for us,’” said Stewart, “and one day
we saw a for-sale sign.”

They quickly bought it and planned to move Stewart’s
private massage therapy and kinesiology practice there.
That was the beginning.

Five years later the Barnet Tradepost Wellness Center
is a regional hub for Eastern medicine and meditation.

Soon after buying the property, Stewart was ap-
proached by other potential tenants. The first were a hus-
band and wife who were board-certified acupuncturists.
Today the four-building campus houses nine private
practices. Others include a Reiki healer, a midwife and
a physical therapist.

There is also a workshop space – a converted barn
which hosts classes including tai chi, Zen archery and
tap dancing – and an art studio where Jack creates art
and teaches art classes.

In the beginning, some people questioned Stewart.
They wondered if creating a Wellness Center, in the mid-
dle of an economic downturn, was a good investment.

Stewart said customers sought out the center, though.
She said the Wellness Center met a regional need for al-
ternative and holistic healing. Through word of mouth
it has drawn customers from “long distances.” Today,

she said, the center’s nine practices bring in around 150
people per week.

“We never imagined it was going to grow like this,”
said Stewart.

The Wellness Center has thrived despite the lack of a
clear-cut business plan. Stewart said she and her husband
got the ball rolling. Now, the center has a momentum of
its own.

“Sometimes you don’t have to plant a garden, some-
times it grows on its own,” said Stewart. “Somebody
handed us an opportunity to make something of this
property and it has unfolded.”

Caron’s Real Estate Owner

Fulfills Personal Promise
By PaUl Hayes

Staff Writer

GROVETON — Diane Caron Daley kept her prom-
ise. She swore to her brother, Paul, shortly before he
died, that she would start a real estate agency. It was
something he had encouraged her to do. In May 2006
she kept her word and opened Caron’s Gateway Real
Estate in downtown Groveton.

“I had promised my brother on his dying bed that I
would start my own brokerage in Groveton someday,”
said Daley. “So I was just making good on a promise.”

The business began with three brokers: Jane Duguay,
Richard Dupuis and Daley. Today they have eight bro-
kers and plans to expand their office, which is located at
the former Ryan’s Gas Station building at the corner of
Church and State streets. (Daley, a former high school
math teacher, jokes that her business is “the separation
between church and state.”)

The firm handles mostly residential real estate. While
Groveton has faced tough economic times in recent
years, Daley said business has remained steady.

“We’ve been fortunate enough to survive in this mar-
ket,” said Daley. “I live on pretty meager means, so, as
long as the bills are paid and everyone’s happy, I’m
happy.”

She expects the local real estate market will pick up
over the next couple of years as the regional economy
rebounds and the real estate market picks up.

“My gut feeling is things will turn around over the
next year or two and we’re in position to reap the bene-
fits,” said Daley, adding that, “A positive attitude goes a
long way, anyway.”

Dalton Mountain Motorsports

Keeps Growing
By roBerT BleCHl

Staff Writer

Dalton Mountain Motorsports, located at 475 Main
St. in Lancaster, is a growth in progress.

The snowmobile and ATV dealership that opened its
doors 10 years ago sells Ski-Doo snowmobiles, Suzuki
motorcycles, Can Am ATVs and Commanders, Smoker
Craft boats, Old Town canoes and kayaks, and Dixie
Chopper lawnmowers.

“We continue to add things,” said owner Lisa Nast,
who bought the dealership from the family of Dean
Walts in 2007 after Walts, who founded it six years prior,
passed away.

The business, which employs a staff of eight, also has
snowmobile and ATV rentals.

Nast said Dalton Mountain Motorsports has come a
long way since it began selling snowmobiles and ATVs

“It’s very dependent on the economy, but it continues
to grow,” she said. “And if we keep getting snow like
this, it will keep getting better.”

Visit www.daltonmountainmotorsports.com for more
information.


