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Still Taking Applications  
for Fall Enrollment
Fall 2021 will find us back on campus at both 
Lyndon and Johnson, with the in-person and 
personal college experience NVU students expect 
and value. Here, you’ll Be Known.

With fantastic scholarships and financial aid 
opportunities, you’ll find NVU is affordable, too.

NorthernVermont.edu/VTScholarships

SCHEDULE A VISIT TODAY!
NorthernVermont.edu/Visit

WE HAVE SCHOLARSHIPS  
FOR VERMONTERS!

NVU IS NOW OPEN FOR  
IN-PERSON VISITS.

Learn what NVU offers you. Tour 
campus and explore our programs, 
financial aid, athletics and student 
life, and more. 

Johnson  |  Lyndon  |  NVU Online
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722 Meadow St. • Littleton, NH
(603) 444-8700

autosavermaxlittleton.com

851 Meadow St • Littleton, NH
(603) 444-1999

littletonchevrolet.com

650 Meadow St • Littleton, NH
(603) 444-2066

crosstownmotors.net

36 Memorial Dr • St. Johnsbury, VT
(802) 751-2700

qualitymitsubishi.com

220 Memorial Dr •  St. Johnsbury, VT
(802) 748-5777

stjohnsburycdjr.com

500 Memorial Dr • St. Johnsbury, VT
(802) 748-1355

stjohnsburybuickgmc.com

Home of The Big Dealautosavergroup.com

Whatever the sport. Whatever the game.
We have a vehicle to get you there.

4441 Us Route 5 • Newport, VT
(802) 334-6523

northpointvt.com C
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Congratulations to all of the Northeast Kingdom & Northern New Hampshire 
athletes for their hard work, dedication, and achievement! 

White
Mountains
Community College

Take your competitive nature to the next level and enroll in a 
degree or certificate program at WMCC.

Find Your Path. 

wmcc.edu

BIG 
SHOTS

Sky Shot
St. Johnsbury’s Hannah Angell competes in shot 
put during a dual meet with visiting Mt. Mansfield at 
Ray Frey Track on Wednesday, May 12, 2021. 

Photo by Michael Beniash

THE RECORD/EDITORIAL
SPORTS EDITOR MICHAEL BENIASH
PHOTOGRAPHY
Paul Hayes, Michael Beniash
DESIGN & PRODUCTION
Michael Beniash

CONTACT US VIA EMAIL AT 
SPORTS@CALEDONIAN-RECORD.COM 
OR BY PHONE AT 802-748-8121
VISIT US ONLINE AT 
CALEDONIANRECORD.COM

THE RECORD/BUSINESS
PUBLISHER TODD SMITH
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Jeana Desilets
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190 Federal Street P.O. Box 8 St. Johnsbury, Vermont 05819

© Caledonian-Record  
Publishing, Inc. ●  July 2021

Colleen Flinn, Cassidy 
Kittredge right, and their 
teammates celebrate a 
8-2-1 double play during  
top-seeded Danville’s 9-2 
win over No. 3 Proctor in 
the Division IV champion-
ship at Castleton Univer-
sity on Sunday, June 13, 
2021. It was the program’s 
first title since 2016. 

Photo by Michael Beniash

COVER 
SHOT
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wellsriverchevy.com
802-757-2311

WELLS RIVER

Congratulations to all of the Northeast Kingdom & Northern New Hampshire 
Athletes for all their hard work, dedication and achievements this year!

GAME OF THE YEAR

Littleton was outshot, outscored and outplayed in the first half.
But the Crusaders never quit.
LHS roared back to erase a two-goal deficit and beat defending 

champion Sunapee 3-2 (4-3) on penalty kicks in the Division IV 
championship on Nov. 8.
Freshman Kaitlyn Ilacqua converted the decisive PK, junior 

Emily Mainous made the championship-clinching save, and Lit-
tleton claimed its second girls soccer crown, and first since 2012.
The come-from-behind victory was historic — LHS becoming 

the first New Hampshire girls team to rally from a two-goal deficit 
and win a championship in 126 state finals.
“It was just pure joy,” Mainous said.
It was a gritty performance by Mainous, who took over in goal 

for the Crusaders this season.
She held Sunapee scoreless for the final hour of play and made 

four straight stops to end the shootout.
“She’s a dirt dog,” Brown said. “When we do PKs or any kind 

of goalie work in practice, she is all over the place. She ends up 
walking away covered in mud and she doesn’t care. The dirtier she 
gets the better she feels. It’s just the way she plays.”
In a season like none other, Littleton persevered.

— Record Staff

COMEBACK KIDS

FOR THE AGES
Littleton players mob goaltender Emily Mainous 

after her save of the decisive penalty kick lifted the 
Crusaders to the Division IV championship over Su-
napee on Sunday, Nov. 8, 2020. Tied 2-all after two 
overtimes, Littleton beat the Lakers 4-3 in PKs. The 
Crusaders finished the season 15-0, capturing their 

first title since 2012. (Photo by Paul Hayes)
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MAINE SEAFOOD
Delivered Fresh Every
Tuesday and Friday

• PRE-SEASONED PUB BURGERS
• LEAN GROUND BEEF

• BOAR’S HEAD DELI MEATS
• MARINATED PORK & CHICKEN TIPS

“There’s nothing better than
standing around a barbecue

with friends and family.”

U.S. ROUTE 2 u DANVILLE, VT

Open Every Day

www.martysvt.com

802-684-2574

Fresh Maine
Lobster

Everything For Your Next Cookout
Certified Black Angus
• NY Strip • Delmonico

• T-bones • Marty’s Famous Beef Tips
• Flank Steak

• Flat Iron Steak

• Deli • Sandwiches • Specials

• Homemade Soups (4 to choose from)

• Salads • Burgers • French Fries • Tenders

Plus a large selection of Beer & Wine!

Call in
your deli or
meat order:
684-2574

Four Seasons Orthopaedics is here to keep you 
active and mobile  — no matter the season. KEEP

MOVING!

802-748-5361 NVRH.org

JACK
YOUNG

North Country, Sr., CF
A premier center fi elder who 

played errorless ball this spring, 
Young batted .448 with a home run, 
two triples and 13 RBI while landing 
on the All-Capital fi rst team. “During 
the last game of the season, his fi rst 

at-bat he was hit by a pitch in his 
hand (later to fi nd out, a clear frac-

ture of one of his metacarpals). Jack 
fi nished the game with two perfect 
bunts, not being able to swing the 
bat,” NC coach Jay Gonyaw said.

JOSH
FINKLE

Littleton, Sr., P
A workhorse on the mound and 
a versatile defensive piece off  

of it, the D-IV All-State fi rst-team 
and Granite State North pick led 

Littleton to the state championship 
game. The Crusader ace also 

played catcher, fi rst base, third and 
outfi eld. On the mound, the right-
hander went 8-3 with a 2.56 ERA 

and 79 strikeouts in 60 innings. He 
also batted .304 with a team-high 
19 RBI. “We don’t make it to the 

championship game without Josh. 
It’s that simple,” LHS coach AJ 

Bray said.

LYLE
ROONEY

Hazen, Soph., P
A gamer with talent to back it up, 

Rooney was named Mountain 
League Co-Player of the Year in 

his fi rst season of high school ball. 
The hard-throwing right-hander 
went 8-4 with a 2.84 ERA in 51.2 

innings. He fanned 89 batters and 
had a .168 batting average against 

in helping guide the Cats to the D-III 
semifi nals. “Lyle is the kid every 

coach wants, he is always looking 
to pitch and the ultimate competitor 

that you have to pry the ball out 
of his hand,” HU coach Spencer 

Howard said.

TYLER
HICKS

White Mountain s, Jr., P/SS
The Record’s Baseball Player of 
the Year was nearly unhittable 

on the rubber. The hard-throwing 
right-hander (88 mph fastball) 
allowed just two hits and one 

earned run all season (0.36 ERA, 
.025 batting average against) 

while striking out 54 batters (2.19 
Ks per inning) and combining with 

his teammates on three no-hit-
ters in 24⅔ innings. A standout 

shortstop, the Division III All-State 
fi rst-teamer batted .395 with 26 

RBI while leading the Spartans to a 
14-3 mark and the D-III semifi nals.

EVAN
DENNIS

Blue Mountain, Soph., P/SS
The All-Mountain fi rst-team 

selection had a monster season in 
leading the Bucks to the Division 
IV title game. The right-hander 

fanned 73 batters and had a 2.69 
ERA in 41.2 innings. At the dish, 

he hit .547 with three home runs, 
eight doubles, four triples and 22 
RBI. His home run at Centennial 

fi eld in the title game was the 
fi rst home run by a high schooler 
at Centennial since the fi eld has 
been revamped. “He is a strong 

competitor at the plate and in the 
fi eld,” BM coach Scott Blood said.

TREVOR
LUSSIER

Lyndon, Jr., C
A big bat in the heart of the lineup 
and a reliable backstop behind the 

plate, the All-Capital fi rst-teamer 
was key for the Vikings, who 

snagged the No. 4 seed in a com-
petitive D-II. He batted .400 with a 
HR, six doubles and 17 RBI. Lussier 

also had two doubles off  U-32 
starter Owen Kellington, who was 
drafted in the fourth-round of the 
June MLB amateur draft. “Trevor’s 

power and ability to hit the ball 
hard against any pitchers we faced 
made him a very hard out,” LI coach 

Jeremy Wheeler said.
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WWW.ALLAROUNDPOWER.COM

Open Mon.-Fri. 8 to 6
Sat. 8 to 4

Trade-Ins Welcome

Your Power Sports
Headquarters

Over 30 Years of Supporting Local Sports!
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SHANE
STEVENS

Lake Region, Soph., OF/P/3B
A versatile piece in the Rangers’ 

nine, Stevens played outfi eld, third 
base and even picked up a win on 
the bump. The All-Capital fi rst-team 
choice also shined at the plate. He 
hit a team-leading .509 with seven 
doubles, a pair of triples, a home 
run, 14 RBI and fi ve stolen bases. 
“Shane never let his failures get 

him down he just continued to fo-
cus and learn from those mistakes. 

He’s a joy to have on our team,” 
said LR coach Shawn Perron.

TYLER
HOLM

St. Johnsbury, Soph., SS
Switching early in the season from 
second base to shortstop, Holm 

turned into an All-Metro sec-
ond-team shortstop. The Hilltopper 
also batted .346 with six RBI, fi ve 

runs, four steals and three doubles. 
“Tyler is aggressive at the plate and 

on the bases. He generates plus 
bat speed,” SJ coach John Lenzini 

said. “Defensively, he has good 
range and a strong arm.”

DYLAN 
MILLER

Lyndon, Jr., 3B
The table-setter for a potent 

Lyndon lineup, Miller’s speed and 
ability to make contact proved 

critical for the Vikings, who put to-
gether a 10-3-1 record in the regular 
season and earned the four seed 
in a tough Division II. The All-Cap-
ital fi rst-team pick batted .417 with 
six doubles, 14 RBI and only three 
strikeouts. “Dylan was our leadoff  
batter that seemed to set the tone 

for us all year,” LI coach Jeremy 
Wheeler said.

KARTER
DEMING

White Mountains, Soph., P/SS
A breakout player for White 

Mountains, the Division III All-State 
second-team selection played 
a key role for the 14-3 Spartans, 
who reached the state tourna-

ment semifi nals. The right-hander 
fi nished with a 2.03 ERA over 26 

⅔ innings, allowing just 12 hits and 
six earned runs. He averaged 1.43 

Ks per innings and limited foes 
to a .136 batting average against. 

Splitting time at shortstop, Deming 
batted .384 with a pair of homers 

and 19 RBI.

TYLER
RIVARD

Hazen, Soph., SS
A major presence in the middle 
of the lineup, the All-Mountain 
fi rst-team selection batted .481 

with a .563 on-base percentage 
for the Wildcats, who nearly picked 

off  top-seeded Thetford in the 
Division III semifi nals. Rivard had 

seven doubles and 20 RBI, but also 
had 15 steals and scored 22 runs. 
“Tyler is the leader off ensively that 
you want. Calm, cool and collected 

battling every pitch,” HU coach 
Spencer Howard said.

BRYCE
GUNN

North Country, Sr., OF/P
A senior captain and an All-Cap-
ital fi rst-team choice, Gunn was 
the team’s top pitcher while also 
starring in center fi eld — playing 
error-free ball to boot. He batted 
.456 with a home run, a pair of 

triples and 14 RBI for the Falcons, 
who grabbed the No. 9 seed in 
the Division II playoff s. “A model 
student-athlete,” North Country 

coach Jay Gonyaw said.
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130 Before Auto Dr., West Burke, VT 05871

802-467-8360
beforeauto@charter.net
Brad & Kim Before, Prop.

Auto Sales 
Autobody Repairs

Fully Insured  ² Fully Licensed

Lyndonville, VT • 802-626-3282
Monday-Friday 8:00am-5:00pm

Charles Curtis LLC

DANVILLE, VT
802-

Utility Construction
• Pole Lines
• Fiber Optics
• Rock Holes for Solar

InstallationHeating | Ventilation | A/C
Sales • Service • Installation

Fully Insured & Licensed

HOMES 
LAND
FARMS

INVESTMENTS
PROPERTIES

540 Main Street
Lyndonville, VT

802-626-9541

David Lussier – 802-274-0747
lussier@kingcon.com

Steve Young – 802-274-1275
steveyounglandman@hotmail.com

lussierrealestateagency.com

www.EZautos.net
802-626-8283

GREG’S AUTO REPAIR
Greg Gervais • Owner

802-626-5888
724 Broad Street Lyndonville, VT

M-F 7:30 - 5:00 • Sat. 8:00 - Noon

WWW.HOPKINSANDSONSVT.COM

Hopkins
& Sons

43 Raymond Street
Lyndonville, VT

05851
802-626-55551049 MEMORIAL DRIVE

ST. JOHNSBURY, VT – 802-748-1100
MON.-FRI. 8 AM - 5 PM • SAT. 8 AM - NOON

General Auto Repair
Body Work

VT STATE INSPECTIONS
1410 Rt. 2 West

West Danville, VT

802.684.3622

Handmade
Cabinetry

• Kitchens • Baths

AUTHORIZED DEALER

Congratulations
From These Northeast Kingdom Businesses

BIG 
SHOTS

NO DOUBT ABOUT IT
From left, Emily Prest, Keatyn Horne, 
Maachah Krull, Morgan Wagstaff and Graci 
Kaiser hoist the championship plaque after 
Woodsville beat Newmarket 9-1 in the 
Division IV softball finals at Memorial Field 
in Concord on Saturday, June 12, 2021.

Photo by Paul Hayes

BIG 
SHOTS

CHARLIE HUSTLE
Danville’s Graham LaHaye tumbles after 
beating a throw to first base during a Division 
IV game with Blue Mountain on Tuesday, April 
27, 2021. At left is Bucks first baseman Collin 
Punderson. The Bucks won 8-4. 

Photo by Michael Beniash
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ANNE SMITH, CPA
ROBIN GOVEN, OLIVIA THOMAS, JORDAN CORROW

1020 Memorial Drive • St. Johnsbury, VT 05819
802-748-5654

ST. JOHNSBURY – COLCHESTER – RUTLAND
ST. ALBANS, VT – WEST LEBANON, NH

www.ampeisch.com

“Family Owned and Operated
LICENSED IN VERMONT & NEW HAMPSHIRE

• Home • Business • Farms
• Personal • Commercial

• Recreational Vehicles • Auto
Call for your quote today!

Jeff Berwick,
Owner 185 Church St., Peacham, VT • 802-592-3234

insure@berwickagency.com

ICE COLD Beverages

Memorial Drive, 
Lyndonville, Vt.

802-626-8348
Please return your bottles & cans.

Lyndonville
Redemption
& Beverage

Deli • Megabucks • Powerball
Vt. State Liquor Store

If you choose to drink, don’t drive.
And all your favorite …

Breakfast & Lunch
Sundays ~ 7am-3pm • Mon.-Sat. ~ 5:30am-2:30pm

Closed Tuesdays

686 Broad Street – Lyndonville, VT
802-626-9890

TAKE-OUT AVAILABLE

(802) 626-9111
791 Broad Street

Lyndonville, VT 05851

www.homeinthekingdom.com

Annie Guyer Jeff Cota

“Now is the time to Buy or Sell your home.”

Nick Guyer

Providing Quality 
Insulation & Fireproofing

Solutions Since 2001

Congratulations
Athletes!

Providing Quality 
Insulation & Fireproofing

Solutions Since 2001

108 Concord Ave. – St. Johnsbury, VT 05819108 Concord Ave. – St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

North Country
INSURANCE

Personal • Commercial • E cess Lines

PAUL BELLEFEUILLE
PERSONAL LINES AND COMMERCIAL SPECIALIST

71 Depot Street • Lyndonville, VT • 626-5050
paulb.met@gmail.com

733 Broad Street, Lyndonville, VT 05851
802-626-9990  •  Make it ‘Painless’
contactus@painlessglass.com

• Auto • Commercial • Residential
FULL SERVICE GLASS SHOP

www.painlessglass.com

Vinyl Windows - New Construction & Replacements
Custom Glass • Shower Glass

LEAFPROOF
Gutter Covers

SNJ Seamless
RAIN GUTTERS
Custom Made • Many Colors to Choose

Free Estimates • Fully Insured
We Fix Damaged Fascia

Owner Installer • All Work Guranteed • Serving VT & NH

ST. JOHNSBURY, VT • snjseamlessraingutters.com
802-751-6191 77 CONCORD AVENUE, ST. JOHNSBURY, VERMONT

New Construction • Remodeling • Repairs
We can help you with all your
PLUMBING, HEATING, and
AIR CONDITIONING needs.

TROMBLY
802-748-1953

www.tromblyplumbing.net

Congratulations
From These Northeast Kingdom Businesses

BIG 
SHOTS

HIGH RISE
Avery Tomczyk jumps into the arms of 
Millie Clarner (3) after scoring a goal during 
No. 4 St. Johnsbury’s 15-11 loss to No. 3 
Green Mountain Valley in the Vermont 
Division II girls lacrosse state champion-
ship game at Burlington High School on 
Saturday, June 12, 2021. 

Photo by Michael Beniash

BIG 
SHOTS

WHITE MTNS.
With a snow-capped Mt. Washington 
in the background, White Mountains 
junior right-hander Tyler Hicks uncorks 
a fastball during the Spartans’ 10-0 win 
over rival Littleton in six innings in New 
Hampshire high school baseball game 
on Monday, May 3, 2021. 

Photo by Michael Beniash

C
yan M

agenta Yellow
 B

lack

A9



10	 The	Record	Sports	Year	In	Review	 Summer	2021

Proud Supporters of Local Sports!
Whether you need home, auto or business insurance …

we’re here to help you understand your coverage.

HOME • AUTO • BUSINESS
198 Rte. 2 • Danville, VT • 802-684-3411 • www.nwjinsurance.com
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BIG 
SHOTS

CROWN ‘EM
Lyndon’s Kelleigh Simpson (9) and her teammates celebrate 
after the fi nal out of the top-seeded Vikings’ 9-3 win over 
No. 3 Enosburg in the Division II championship at Castleton 
University on Friday, June 11, 2021, hoisting the program’s 
fi rst trophy since 2016. (Photo by Michael Beniash)

Photo by Michael Beniash
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ZOE
CROCKER
Danville, Jr., SS

A high-energy player and a stal-
wart shortstop, Crocker had a big 

junior campaign for Danville, which 
ran off  14 straight wins before roll-
ing past Proctor to win the Division 

IV title. Crocker batted .380 and 
belted two grand slams among her 
three home runs. She also contrib-
uted a team-leading 31 RBI and 24 
runs in the heart of the lineup while 
leading in defensive assists. “She 
had a heckuva year,” DHS coach 

Paul Remick said. “She worked her 
butt off ; a real good hitter.”

KOREY
CHAMPNEY

North Country, Sr., 3B
One of the NEK’s premier athletes, 

the star hockey player was also 
prolifi c on the diamond. An All-Met-

ro fi rst-team choice, Champney 
commanded the hot corner and 
powered the off ense in leading 
NC to the D-I quarterfi nals. She 

fi nished with a .558 batting aver-
age to go along with two home 
runs, seven doubles and 16 RBI. 
“An absolute threat off ensively, 

and carried the team all year with 
consistent play both off ensively 
and defensively,” Falcon coach 

Travis Bingham said.

CARLIE
BELIVEAU

Danville, Sr., 2B
Consistent and aggressive out of 

the leadoff  spot, the senior captain 
was a spark plug for a potent 

Danville lineup. She batted .420 
with 33 runs scored and 20 stolen 
bases. She also added 18 RBI for 
Danville, which ended the season 
on a 14-game win streak, capped 
by a rout of Proctor to claim the 

Division IV championship. “A great 
kid and the leader of our team,” 
Danville coach Paul Remick said. 
“When things didn’t go our way, 

she picked the team up.”

KELLEIGH
SIMPSON
Lyndon, Sr., P

A force in the circle, the star 
pitcher powered the Vikings to the 
Division II state title while reeling 

in all of the individual awards: 
The Record’s Player of the Year, 
Gatorade Vermont softball POY 
and Capital Division POY. She 

went 10-1 with 116 strikeouts and a 
1.16 ERA in 72⅓ innings, including 
throwing the school’s fi rst perfect 
game among her three no-hitters. 

Simpson also hit .444 with four 
triples and 25 RBI. “Kelleigh made 

everyone around her better,” LI 
coach Chris Carr said.

EMILY
PREST

Woodsville, Sr., 3B
The New Hampshire Division IV 
Co-Player of the Year and the 
Granite State North POY, the 

power-hitting Prest had a monster 
senior season. She batted .500 

(.561 OBP) with six home runs, 13 
doubles, 37 RBI and a 1.000 slug-
ging percentage. Prest also stole 
23 bags and scored 43 runs for 

the Engineers, who brought home 
the program’s fi rst title since 2013. 
“Defensively she shut down other 
teams bunting against us,” WHS 

coach Dana Huntington said.

ADRIANA
LEMEIUX

St. Johnsbury, Jr., C
The sweet-swinging catcher turned 
in a rock-solid season, landing on 
the All-Metro second team while 
helping guide the Hilltoppers to 
11 wins and the No. 6 seed in the 
Division I tournament. A powerful 

bat, Lemieux batted .384 with 
four home runs, six doubles and 

15 RBI. She also crossed home 21 
times, had nine steals, and added 
a .882 fi elding percentage behind 

the plate. “Adriana consistently 
performs at the highest level,” said 

St. J coach Jeremy Roberts.

A10
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CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THE TEAMS!

Providing SERVICE YOU CAN TRUST for 40 years!

We offer a wide range of services to
meet all your vehicle

maintenance and repair needs.

We Support Local Sports

“Weighing Equipment 
For The World”

2176 Portland Street, Suite #1 • St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

802-748-5111

D
R

E
A

M
   

D
O

Z
E

N
 

T
H

E
 R

E
C

O
R

D
’S

 2
0

2
1 

A
LL

-A
R

E
A

 S
O

F
T

B
A

LL
 T

E
A

M

D
R

E
A

M
   

D
O

Z
E

N
 

TAYLOR
FARNSWORTH
St. Johnsbury, Jr., 2B

A gamer, with speed, power and 
a good glove on the right side 

of the infi eld, Farnsworth scored 
All-Metro fi rst-team honors. She 
batted .362 with a pair of home 
runs, four doubles and 10 RBI 
while turning in a .886 fi elding 
percentage for the Hilltoppers, 

who won 10 games and reached 
the Division I quarterfi nals. She 

also added 22 runs and 11 steals. 
“Taylor’s perseverance led to 

another strong season,” coach 
Jeremy Roberts said.

PAIGE
HALE

Danville, CF, Sr.
A trusted center fi elder, Hale also 
had pop in her bat as the team’s 

No. 2 hitter. The hard-hitting 
captain batted .480 with four 

HRs, two triples and 26 RBI. She 
also scored 29 runs for Danville, 

which after a season-opening 
loss, reeled off  14 straight wins 

en route to the Division IV cham-
pionship. In the game with Proc-
tor, Hale started an 8-2-1 double 
play that helped seal the crown. 
“She was a helluva outfi elder,” 

DHS coach Paul Remick said. “A 
leader. She worked hard.”

HAILEY
POTHIER

North Country, Sr., C
A sound, strong-armed defensive 

backstop, Pothier could also 
pound the ball at the plate. The 

All-Metro honorable mention pick 
helped the Falcons reach the D-I 
quarterfi nals while batting .407 
out of the leadoff  spot. Pothier 

also hit four home runs, one com-
ing in NC’s fi rst-round upset of 

Brattleboro. She also added two 
triples and three doubles. “Hailey 
is excellent behind the plate with 

a strong arm,” Falcons coach 
Travis Bingham said.

ISABELLE
PRIEST

Lyndon, Jr., CF
Priest’s speed and overall play 

was crucial to the Vikings’ stellar 
15-1 record and their run to the 

Division II crown. Named a 
Capital Division fi rst-team center 
fi elder, the stalwart defender also 
wreaked havoc from the leadoff  

spot. She batted .472 with a 
.574 on-base percentage while 
tallying 17 RBI, 27 runs, 12 stolen 
bases and 13 walks. “Our leadoff  
hitter with constant contact, and 
speedy on the bases,” LI coach 
Chris Carr said. “She covered a 
lot of ground in the outfi eld too.”

DELANEY
RANKIN

St. Johnsbury, Jr., P
An all-around standout, Rankin 
earned All-Metro second-team 

honors for the Hilltoppers, 
who won 11 games and nearly 

reached the D-I semifi nals. The 
hard-throwing hurler posted a 

7-3 record with a 3.68 ERA and 
a .909 fi elding percentage. She 
was a tough out at the plate as 

well, with a .394 batting average, 
fi ve HR and 21 RBI. She also 

scored 19 runs and stole 10 bas-
es. “Delaney has a great passion 
and understanding of the game,” 
St. J coach Jeremy Roberts said.

MACKENZIE
KINGSBURY

Woodsville, Jr., P/SS
Dominant on the mound and 

at-bat, Kingsbury starred on the 
diamond during the Engineers’ 

Division IV championship season. 
In the circle, the Granite State 

North and All-State second-team 
pick went 17-1 with 155 strike-

outs and 1.20 ERA in 81 innings 
pitched. As the cleanup hitter, 

she batted .627 (.695 OBP) with 
two home runs, 11 doubles, three 
triples and a whopping 43 RBI. 

“She was outstanding; she hit for 
power and average,” WHS coach 

Dana Huntington said.
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PROUD SUPPORTERS OF LOCAL SPORTS!

St. Johnsbury
Center Station

RTE. 5
ST. JOHNSBURY CENTER, VT

802-748-8449

Center Tower
Convenience Store

GAS • DIESEL FUEL • MINI STORAGE • CAR WASH & VACUUMS

Stop in … WE’RE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Monday-Thursday 6am-8:30pm • Friday & Saturday 6:30am-9pm • Sunday 7am-8pm

Deli Mon-Fri. 7am-1pm
Made-to-Order Breakfast Sandwiches, Pizza,

Grinders, Wraps, Hot Dogs
FRIED FOOD THU. & FRI. ONLY

SOUP DAILY • WI-FI

LITTLETON EYE CARE CENTER

Kevin M. Stratton, OD     Winnie Tseng, OD, MBA     Erica L. Griffin, OD

Eye Examinations ✦ Medical Eye Care
Contact Lenses ✦ Optical Shop

104 Meadow Street – Littleton, NH 03561 – (603) 444-2592
www.littletoneyecare.net

Congratulations Athletes
We look forward to serving the North Country’s vision

needs for many years to come.

The death of former Kentucky 
guard Terrence Clarke following 
a car accident in Los Angeles 
sparked an outpouring of grief 
and support from around basket-
ball, including reaction by Los 
Angeles Lakers superstar LeBron 
James.

The university announced 
Clarke’s death from a two-car 
crash in a release Thursday night. 
A player-organized candlelight 
public vigil outside the team dor-
mitory was announced for Friday 
night, hours after Wildcats coach 
John Calipari arrived in Califor-
nia to be with Clarke’s family and 
wrote on his web site that he was 
“still trying to process what has 
happened to a kid we all loved.”

Teammates and players the 
19-year-old Clarke was preparing 
to compete with and against in the 
NBA, including James, also post-
ed condolences on social media.

On CoachCal.com, Calipari 
recalled how the Boston native 
remained upbeat through an in-
jury that limited him to just eight 
games, and his personality’s im-
pact on teammates.

“His heart was overfl owing 
with love for his family, his 
friends and his teammates,” Cali-
pari wrote. “He was as caring of 
a person as I have ever coached. 
His enthusiasm and energy — not 
just for basketball, for life — are 
what we all hope to have in our 

journey.”
“Terrence had fi gured that part 

out — that if you wake up every 
day with a smile on your face and 
a joy in everything you do, this 
life is beautiful.”

Kentucky 7-footer Olivier Sarr, 
who this week followed his team-
mate into the NBA draft, posted a 
picture of himself being comfort-
ed by Clarke on Instagram. Sarr 
wrote, “Lil bruh... I love you For-
ever” with a broken heart emoji 
and a message in French before 
ending, “Rest easy.”

Former Kentucky player and 
Philadelphia 76ers rookie Tyrese 
Maxey tweeted, “My heart is ex-
tremely heavy right now!” and 
off ered prayers to his Clarke’s 

family.
On Instagram, James posted 

a picture of Clarke and wrote, 
“REST IN PARADISE NEPH-
EW!!! with several emojis.

Boston Celtics player Jaylen 
Brown, who mentored Clarke 
and had him as a guest at multiple 
games last season, posted sever-
al photos of himself with Clarke 
and asked that his name be called 
at this summer’s NBA draft. Fel-
low NBA players such as Atlanta 
Hawks guard Trae Young and the 
Indiana Pacers’ Cassius Stanley 
also expressed their sorrow in 
posts.

Clarke’s fatal accident came a 
day after he and Kentucky team-
mate Brandon Boston Jr. signed 

with Klutch Sports Group.
Los Angeles Police Depart-

ment Sergeant John Matassa, who 
works in the Valley Traffi  c Divi-
sion, told ESPN that Clarke was a 
solo occupant in a vehicle that ran 
a red light going “at a very high 
rate of speed” in the San Fernando 
Valley area of Los Angeles at ap-
proximately 2:10 p.m. PDT.

Matassa said surveillance vid-
eo showed that Clarke collided 
with another vehicle preparing to 
turn left, hit a street light pole and 
then a block wall. Clarke was tak-
en to Northridge Hospital Medi-
cal Center and later pronounced 
dead.

Matassa said the other driver, 
who was in a truck, did not claim 
any injuries. Clarke was driving 
a 2021 Hyundai Genesis and not 
wearing his seat belt properly, ac-
cording to Matassa.

Celtics coach Brad Stevens 
heard reports about the crash and 
Clarke’s death shortly after his 
team beat the Phoenix Suns on 
Thursday night. Clarke was fa-
miliar to the Celtics, their players 
and even Stevens’ son.

“Not sure how much I want 
to talk about the game, when 
you consider he’s a Boston kid 
... those kids are important to us 
here,” Stevens said. “I never met 
him. My son looks up to him. 
Hard to talk about a basketball 
game.”

WEEKENDER, APRIL 24 & 25, 2021 Sports   •  B3

As always, selecting The Record’s 11th annual Dream Dozen All-Area Boys Basketball Team was challenging and subjective. With just 12 roster spots available, exclusivity is a key feature of our all-star squad. The dozen is the culmination 
of spirited debate and careful consideration. We’ve talked to area coaches, fellow media outlets and combed through stats and accolades to handpick who we believe are the top players in Vermont’s Northeast Kingdom and New Hamp-
shire’s North Country. We necessarily had to exclude some terrifi c players but think that, in the end, we got it right. Hazen senior guard Isaiah Baker earns the honor as our 2021 Boys Basketball Player of the Year. He averaged 22.6 points 

per game and became the fi rst Wildcat player to eclipse 200 career 3-pointers. Based on merit, regardless of position and in no particular order, we present our 2021 All-Area boys basketball selections.

DREAM   DOZEN 
THE RECORD’S 2021 BOYS BASKETBALL

DREAM   DOZEN 

CORBIN BRUECK
North Country, Sr., G

Steady and crafty, Brueck was the go-to scorer for 
the Falcons during their historic 2021 season. Typi-
cally drawing the opponent’s top defensive player, 
he averaged 15.0 points, 3.0 assists and 2.0 steals 

per game (shooting 54% from the fl oor) while guiding 
NC to its fi rst trip to a boys hoops state fi nal. He was 
rewarded with spots on the All-Lake fi rst team and 

the VBCA senior all-star squad.

AVERY HAZELTON
White Mountains, Jr., F

The 6-foot-9 center made a big leap his junior season, 
becoming one of the top big men around. He was 

hard to stop in the paint with soft hands and improved 
footwork, and fi nished the season with a double-dou-
ble average (16 points, 11 rebounds). Named to the Di-
vision III All-State second team, he had 25 points and 

24 rebounds in a win over D-IV champ Woodsville and 
went 13-for-14 from the fl oor in a win over Colebrook.

JOSH FINKLE
Littleton, Sr., F

The big man was a workhorse in the paint for the 
Crusaders, who fi nished the regular season unde-
feated. A Granite State North pick and Division IV 

All-State second-team selection, the senior captain 
averaged 14.0 points and 9.0 rebounds per game. 
“Our energy guy,” Littleton coach Trevor Howard 
said. “Fearless. A strong kid. And he developed 

his range this season.”

ISAIAH BAKER
Hazen, Sr., G

The Record’s Boys Basketball Player of the Year 
was a talented scorer and lockdown defender for 

Hazen, which earned the No. 2 seed in the Division III 
tournament. The 5-foot-10, 155-pound guard earned 
Mountain POY and VBCA senior all-star honors while 
averaging 22.6 points, 4.7 rebounds, 5.4 assists and 
3.3 steals. He fi nished his prolifi c career with 1,474 

points and 224 career 3-pointers — the fi rst HU player 
to crack the 200 mark.

COLLIN PUNDERSON
Blue Mountain, Sr., F

The big man delivered for the Bucks this winter, 
helping Blue Mountain earn its fi rst trip to the Division 

IV semifi nals since 2008 after an upset win over 
top-seeded Danville. Playing with energy, hustle and 
a soft touch in the paint, the VBCA senior all-star av-

eraged 10 points and 7.0 rebounds a game while also 
delivering a 26-point performance in the playo¦ s.

FRITZ HAUSER
St. Johnsbury, Jr., F

Transferring in from Randolph, the 6-foot-7 Hilltop-
per had little time to adjust to Division I hoops. The 
sturdy forward, however, averaged a team-leading 
11.4 points and 7.9 rebounds for St. J, which closed 

the regular season with fi ve straight wins and the No. 
4 seed. A solid rim defender with the ability to get to 
the bucket and hit shots, Hauser was picked to the 

All-Metro second team.

TYLER HICKS
White Mountains, Jr., F

A star baseball player, the physical and skilled junior 
also stood out on the hardwood. Guarding the oppo-
nent’s best player nightly, Hicks could hit the three, 

score at the rim, bang down low, or fi nd the open man 
while averaging 11 points, 7.0 rebounds and 4.6 assists 
per game. The Division III All-State honorable mention 
had a 17-point, 16-rebound night against Littleton and a 

10-assist performance against Colebrook.

ELIJAH FLOCKE
Woodsville, Jr., F

Hard-nosed and relentless on both ends, the Granite 
State North selection was a spark plug for the Engineers, 

who toppled Portsmouth Christian in the Division IV 
state championship to end the program’s 44-year title 

drought. Doing work on the glass and scoring at the rim, 
Flocke fi lled the stat sheet (15 ppg, 9.0 rpg, 4.0 apg) and 

was a Division IV All-State fi rst-team selection.

AUSTIN GIROUX
North Country, Jr., G/F

Giroux elevated his game down the stretch as North 
Country made a run to its fi rst hoops title game. Usually 
guarding the other team’s top perimeter threat, the long 
and lean Giroux could also score from all three levels. 
The VBCA “Dream Dozen” (outstanding underclass-
man) and All-Lake honorable mention pick averaged 

8.0 points, 7.0 rebounds, 2.5 steals and 1.6 blocks while 
shooting 56% from the fi eld and 45% from deep.

CAM TENNEY-BURT
Woodsville, Jr., F

One of the premier scorers in Division IV, the long and 
talented Tenney-Burt averaged 21 points, 7.0 rebounds 

and 2.0 assists per game in helping Woodsville end a 44-
year title drought with a state fi nals win over Portsmouth 
Christian. A prolifi c shooter from mid-range and distance, 
the Engineer was an All-State second-team choice and a 

Granite State North pick.

PARKER PARADICE
Littleton, Sr., G

The athletic point guard, named the Granite State North 
player of the year, averaged 11.7 points, 5.0 assists 

and 4.0 steals per game for Littleton, which fi nished 
the regular season undefeated. A Division IV All-State 
fi rst-team pick, Paradice was also the Crusaders’ top 

defender and brought a top-notch work ethic. “A tough 
kid, hard-worker. Our engine,” Littleton coach 

Trevor Howard said.

ETHAN GOULD
Danville, Sr., G

A spark plug with a high motor, Gould averaged a 
team-leading 13 points per game for Danville, which 
fi nished the regular season unbeaten and snagged 
the top seed in the Division IV tournament. A good 

shooter from distance with a willingness to attack the 
basket, the senior guard was named to the All-Moun-

tain fi rst team and was a VBCA senior all-star.

Kentucky’s Clarke Mourned 
By Teammates, Basketball World

Kentucky says freshman guard Terrence Clarke died following a car accident 
in Los Angeles. He was 19. The school announced Clarke’s death in a release 
Thursday night, April 22, 20221. (AP Photo/James Crisp, File)

Chiefs Get Ravens 
Star OT Orlando 
Brown For Picks

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) 
— Just about everyone knew the 
Kansas City Chiefs were going 
to address their off ensive line 
through the NFL draft.

Nobody quite expected them 
to do it a week before it even 
started.

The Chiefs plugged the big-
gest hole on their AFC cham-
pion roster Friday when they 
acquired two-time Pro Bowl 
off ensive tackle Orlando Brown 
from the Ravens for a package 
of draft picks, including the No. 
31 overall selection this year.

Both teams announced the 
trade, which will not become 
complete until Brown passes a 
physical.

The Ravens will get the 31st 
pick Thursday night, along with 
third- and fourth-round picks 
this year and a fi fth-round pick 
next year. The Chiefs will get 
the Ravens’ second-round pick 
next week and a sixth-rounder 
in 2022.

“Teams continually tweak 
and update and revise that board, 
knowing where they can attack 
it,” Chiefs general manager 
Brett Veach said during a Zoom 
call earlier Friday. “I think that 
mid-two-to-early-three area is 
going to be a hot zone.”

Turns out that Day 2 depth 

was one of the reasons Veach 
was willing to let go of the No. 
31 pick.

The Ravens had been expect-
ed to trade Brown since late Jan-
uary, when he took to social me-
dia to emphatically state that he 
was a left tackle rather than right 
tackle, where Baltimore wanted 
him to play going forward. And 
while the trade gives the Ravens 
two fi rst-round picks, they likely 
will need to use one of them on 
a replacement on the right side.

The biggest surprise, though, 
may have been the trade partner. 
Baltimore essentially sent one of 
the league’s best players at one 
of the game’s premier positions 
to their biggest barricade toward 
making it back to the Super 
Bowl.

“There’s been certainly dia-
logue with various teams and 
we have a couple things on our 
radar,” Veach said about four 
hours before the trade, “but 
nothing there we’re ready to 
move on in any direction. But 
we’re always going to contin-
ue to have dialogue with teams 
and make sure we have all the 
information, and we can assess 
whether this move would be a 
better alternative than staying 
put and either moving up or 
moving down.”
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As always, selecting The Record’s 11th annual Dream Dozen All-Area Girls Basketball Team was challenging and subjective. With just 12 roster spots available, exclusivity is a key feature of our all-star squad. The dozen is the culmination 
of spirited debate and careful consideration. We’ve talked to area coaches, fellow media outlets and combed through stats and accolades to handpick who we believe are the top players in Vermont’s Northeast Kingdom and New Hamp-

shire’s North Country. We necessarily had to exclude some terrifi c players but think that, in the end, we got it right. Lake Region senior guard Tia-Marie Martinez earns the honor as our 2021 Girls Basketball Player of the Year. She averaged 
18.8 points per game while leading the Rangers to an undefeated season and the Division III state title. Based on merit, regardless of position and in no particular order, we present our 2021 All-Area girls basketball selections.

DREAM   DOZEN 
THE RECORD’S 2021 GIRLS BASKETBALL

DREAM   DOZEN 

TIA-MARIE MARTINEZ
Lake Region, Sr., G

The Record’s Girls Basketball Player of the Year was 
a force for the Rangers, who ran the table en route 
to a Division III state title. A leader with great hoops 
IQ and a full o� ensive skillset, the 5-foot-4 Martinez 
averaged 18.8 points per game while crossing the 

1,000-point mark. Headed to play at Division II Amer-
ican International next season, Martinez was named 

Capital Division POY, a VBCA senior all-star and was a 
Burlington Free Press All-State pick.

SAGE SMITH
Colebrook, Sr., G

A talented, relentless playmaking guard and tena-
cious defender, Smith was named D-IV Player of 

the Year for a second straight season, fi rst-team All-
State for a third consecutive year and landed a spot 

on the D-IV All-Defensive squad. A fi nalist for 
The Record POY honor, Smith averaged 23.0 points, 
5.6 steals, 5.0 rebounds and 4.4 assists per game. 
Smith leaves as the school’s all-time girls leading 

scorer at 1,601 points.

OLIVIA SARKIS
Woodsville, Sr. F

Producing consistent double-doubles, the senior for-
ward was a force in the paint for the Engineers, who 
went undefeated in the regular season and reached 
the Division IV fi nal four. A team captain, Sarkis aver-
aged 12.7 points and 10.7 rebounds per game while 
earning D-IV fi rst-team All-State honors and landing 

on the All-Defensive team. A great motivator, she 
worked hard to make herself and teammates better, 

her coach Steve Colby said.

RIANN FORTIN
North Country, Sr., F

Tenacious and aggressive on both ends, Fortin shot 
50% from the fl oor while averaging 15.7 points, 8.3 

boards and 2.8 steals per game. A workhorse in the 
paint as the team’s leading scorer and rebounder, the 

All-Lake fi rst-team pick and VBCA senior all-star helped 
guide North Country to its fi rst basketball crown — a D-II 
title over No. 1 Fair Haven. “She was di£  cult for teams 

to defend. She has an excellent skill set and outstanding 
drive to improve constantly,” her coach Sarah Roy said.

COLLEEN FLINN
Danville, Jr., F

Developing into a prolifi c defensive presence in the 
paint this winter, Flinn was a force in helping Danville 
reach the Division IV title game. A Mountain League 

fi rst-team pick and selected to the VBCA “Dream Doz-
en” (outstanding underclassman), Flinn led the team 
in rebounds (7.9), assists (2.3) and blocks (2.9) while 
averaging 9.3 points per game. “Colleen really came 
into her own as a complete player this year,” said her 

coach Nick DeCaro.

SAKOYA SWEENEY
Lake Region, Soph., G

A talented o� ensive playmaker who scores at all 
three levels, Sweeney was an All-Capital fi rst-team 
selection while helping guide Lake Region to the 
Division III state championship and an unbeaten 

season. Athletic and confi dent, Sweeney averaged 
9.0 points, 4.0 boards and 4.0 assists per game while 

landing a spot on the VBCA “Dream Dozen” as a 
top D-III/IV underclassman.

KADIENNE WHITCOMB
Lyndon, Jr., G

One of the fi nest deep-ball shooters around, the junior 
guard was an o� ensive catalyst for the Vikings. Contrib-
uting all over the court, the All-Capital fi rst-teamer and 
VBCA “Dream Dozen” (outstanding underclassman) 

pick averaged 9.0 points, 5.3 boards, 3.1 assists and 2.6 
steals per game. “She has tremendous pride and plays 
extremely hard all the time. She is an unselfi sh player 
who has unlimited range,” her coach Eric Berry said.

MCKENNA MARSH
North Country, Sr., G

Contributing as a point guard, shooting guard and in the 
post, the versatile All-Lake fi rst-teamer averaged 13.0 

points, 6.1 rebounds, 2.7 assists and 1.8 steals per game 
while shooting 45.3% from the fi eld. Tough as nails with 
strong shooting ability, the VBCA senior all-star was key 
in helping North Country claim its fi rst state title — a D-II 
championship win over No. 1 Fair Haven. “Her shooting 
and defensive abilities, along with her versatility, were 
key factors in our success,” her coach Sarah Roy said.

HANNAH BROWN
Littleton, Sr., G/F

A versatile and steady leader, the team captain 
averaged 8.4 points, 7.0 rebounds, 5.4 steals and 5.0 
assists per game to lead the Crusaders to the state 
tournament quarterfi nals. Relentless on both ends, 

Brown was a Division IV All-State honorable mention 
selection. “She is a well-rounded player, a great leader 
and someone her teammates had the utmost respect 

for,” her coach Dale Prior said.

CORA NADEAU
North Country, Soph., G

The Falcons’ point guard, tenacious and talented, Na-
deau averaged 7.2 points, 2.9 rebounds, 3.8 assists and 

2.3 steals while helping guide the North Country girls 
to their fi rst state basketball title. With a smooth stroke 

from distance, the sophomore was a VBCA D-I/II Dream 
Dozen (Outstanding Underclassman) choice. “Beyond 

the averages, Cora is our emotional leader,” 
coach Sarah Roy said. “She lifts our team.”

ROBIN NELSON
Lake Region, Sr., F

A lockdown defender who was a force on the glass, 
the All-Capital fi rst-team choice averaged 8.8 points 

per game in helping Lake Region to an unbeaten run to 
the Division III crown. Known for providing key baskets, 
she was also a VBCA senior all-star and a BFP All-State 
pick. “Her contribution to our team game by game was 
every bit as valuable as Tia [Martinez],” said coach Joe 

Houston.

SAMANTHA HOWE
Colebrook, Sr., F

Howe, a skilled, athletic and relentless forward, was 
named to the All-State and Granite State North fi rst 
teams for the second straight winter. She averaged 
17.7 points, 12.6 rebounds, 3.1 steals and 2.7 assists 
while shooting 80.3% from the foul line and 41.5% 

from 3. Howe exits Colebrook as the program’s sec-
ond all-time leading scorer with 1,558 points and the 

all-time leading rebounder (987).

athletes to “not allow outdated 
‘sports rules’ to supersede your 
basic human rights.” It said the 
survey’s methods were fl awed.

“These types of surveys only 
empower the majority when it 
is the minority that want and 
need to be heard,” said Ireland’s 
Caradh O’Donovan, a karate 
athlete who helped start Global 
Athlete.

While the IOC said cases 
would each be judged on merits, 
athletes who follow the iconic 
salutes by American sprinters 
Tommie Smith and John Carlos 
at the 1968 Mexico City Olym-
pics still could be sent home.

The U.S. Olympic and 
Paralympic Committee induct-
ed Smith and Carlos into its 
Hall of Fame in 2019. It pledged 
in December not to take action 
against athletes protesting at 
their Olympic trials for Tokyo. 
On Thursday, it released a state-
ment saying its plans to update 
its recently released policy over 
protests in response to the IOC’s 
decision have not changed.

“Nor has our commitment 
to elevating athlete expression 
and the voices of marginalized 
populations everywhere in sup-
port of racial and social justice,” 
CEO Sarah Hirshland said.

And the USOPC’s athletes’ 
group also put out a statement 
saying it was disappointed to 
see no “meaningful or impact-
ful change to” Rule 50.

“Until the IOC changes its 

approach of feeding the myth 
of the neutrality of sport or pro-
tecting the status quo, the voic-
es of marginalized athletes will 
continue to be silenced,” the 
athletes’ group leadership said 
in a statement.

Both Schwab and Herber 
said minorities would be pro-
tected from discrimination if 
the IOC recognized the human 
rights of athletes to express 
themselves.

The IOC erred by trying to 
regulate the place where a pro-
test might take place instead of 
the statement’s content, Schwab 
said, adding athletes’ freedom 
of expression in Olympic ven-
ues “should be respected, pro-
tected and indeed promoted.”

Athletes breaching Rule 50 
can be sanctioned by three bod-
ies: the IOC, their sport’s gov-
erning body, and their national 
Olympic committee (NOC).

Leaders of two of the big-
gest Olympic bodies — World 
Athletics president Sebastian 
Coe and FIFA president Gianni 
Infantino — have publicly op-
posed punishing their athletes 
for social justice statements. 
Coe gave his annual award last 
December to Smith, Carlos 
and the other sprinter on the 
200-meter podium in Mexico 
City, Peter Norman of Australia.

In the past, the NOCs have 
played a major role in sanc-
tioning athletes who run afoul 
of Olympic rules. But with the 
USOPC taking itself out of that 
role, Schwab noted “there is 
enormous confusion over re-
sponsibility to sanction.”

Olympics
Continued from Page B1

1900s minstrel shows with musi-
cians often in blackface

When the report was released, 
Hartzell said no one would be re-
quired to participate in the song, 
which has long been a popular 
fi xture at campus events, most 
notably at football games and 
other sports events.

The announcement posted 
Wednesday on the school of 
music’s web page said the tra-
ditional Longhorn Band and pep 
band will be required to perform 
a repertoire of songs that include 
“The Eyes of Texas.” Both the 
marching band and pep band 

earn academic credits toward 
graduation.

The school is also creating a 
“to be named” university band 
for students for fall 2022 that 
will not play the alma mater or 
school fi ght song. That band will 
also earn academic credit, but the 
school did not say where or when 
it will perform. It will be de-
signed “with a focus on leading/
directing bands and community 
engagement,” the school said.

“We need to celebrate and 
nurture what makes UT special, 
and the Longhorn Band is one 
of those great organizations that 
shape our campus culture, ele-
vate school spirit and provide 
amazing opportunities for our 
students,” Hartzell said.

Gary Bledsoe, president of 
the Texas chapter of the NAACP 
and a Texas law school graduate, 
sharply criticized the decisions to 
keep playing the song and create 
a separate band. He said that will 
set up the traditional Longhorn 
Band as a “privileged group.”

“People who exercise their 
constitutional right to not par-
ticipate in a racist song, and are 
therefore denied an opportunity 
to play in a special band, that’s 
just going to be an issue that’s 
going to have a disparate impact 
on African-American band mem-
bers,” he said. “It’s like telling 
folks you have to engage in a 
racist activity and if you don’t, 
you can’t be in the band.”

Written in 1903 and sung to 

the tune of “I’ve Been Working 
on the Railroad,” “The Eyes 
of Texas” is an old standard in 
Longhorns country. For decades, 
it has been sung after games and 
graduation ceremonies, and is a 
popular sing-along at weddings 
and even funerals

It has also been a sore subject 
for decades for some minori-
ty students. The title was taken 
from a favored saying of a for-
mer school president who had 
reportedly mimicked remarks by 
Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee.

In March, the NAACP joined 
a group of Black state lawmak-
ers and students in criticizing 
the school report’s and said they 
would keep pressing the univer-
sity to drop it.

Texas
Continued from Page B1

dum signed with PFL and former 
Bellator welterweight champ Rory 
MacDonald is set to make his debut 
after signing with the league in 2019.

Two-time judo Olympic gold 
medalist Kayla Harrison is back as 
the face of PFL after winning all 
seven of her fi ghts for the compa-
ny. Two-time Olympic boxing gold 
medalist Claressa Shields makes her 
MMA debut June 10.

PFL also added football Hall of 
Famer Ray Lewis in an advisory 
role to recruit talent, and the compa-
ny announced Thursday that rapper 
Wiz Khalifa has joined the owner-
ship group.

“He’s an owner,” CEO Peter Mur-
ray said. “He’ll play a role. For the 

brand, he’s going to help us open the 
aperture of our brand by bringing in 
music culture, fashion culture.”

The remaining regular-season 
cards take place April 29, May 6, 
June 10, June 17 and June 25. The 
league has yet to announce sites for 
its playoff s and championship night, 
which had been held on New Year’s 
Eve at Madison Square Garden.

PFL -- which has boasted it’s the 
No. 2 MMA company in the world 
-- raised $65 million this year in 
new fi nancing. The promotion was 
known as the World Series of Fight-
ing from 2012 to 2017, when it was 
bought and rebranded. The PFL has 
six weight classes and held full-sea-
son competitions in 2018 and 2019.

Murray said the fi nancing will be 
spent in part on talent acquisition 
and expanding its reach, including 
staging fi ghts outside the U.S. The 

PFL said it is available in 160 coun-
tries and has seen its popularity rise 
domestically in large part because 
of live, prime-time events on ES-
PN-plus and ESPN2.

“It’s much more than an idea,” 
Murray said. “We’re in active con-
versations with a number of diff erent 
countries.”

PFL also has partnered with a 
sports betting company that allows 
fans to bet on everything from win-
ners to prop bets like fastest strike 
and kick speed.

“We are advancing the sport,” 
Murray said. “There’s room for 
more than one leader in the sport.”

Pettis, whose younger broth-
er fi ghts for Bellator, says he had 
to change his approach in training 
camp.

“We didn’t go so hard in this 
camp,” Pettis said. “We went hard 

when we needed to but it wasn’t all-
out, all we can do because I’ve got to 
fi ght again in seven more weeks. It 
was very more strategic.”

Shields’ anticipated debut fi ght is 
not part of the promotion’s season-
long competition format.

“She trusts our team to develop 
her into the sport,” Murray said. “We 
also give her fl exibility. Her goal is to 
be a two-sport champion in boxing 
and MMA.”

Lance Palmer and Natan Schulte 
are fi ghting for their third straight $1 
million prize, and Schulte stands in 
Pettis’ path on the road to the light-
weight crown.

“I was the champion in every or-
ganization I fought in, so I always 
had that target,” Pettis said. “There’s 
some good talent in this division. 
I’ve got to be smart, I’ve got to be 
sharp.”

Cage
Continued from Page B1
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The death of former Kentucky 
guard Terrence Clarke following 
a car accident in Los Angeles 
sparked an outpouring of grief 
and support from around basket-
ball, including reaction by Los 
Angeles Lakers superstar LeBron 
James.

The university announced 
Clarke’s death from a two-car 
crash in a release Thursday night. 
A player-organized candlelight 
public vigil outside the team dor-
mitory was announced for Friday 
night, hours after Wildcats coach 
John Calipari arrived in Califor-
nia to be with Clarke’s family and 
wrote on his web site that he was 
“still trying to process what has 
happened to a kid we all loved.”

Teammates and players the 
19-year-old Clarke was preparing 
to compete with and against in the 
NBA, including James, also post-
ed condolences on social media.

On CoachCal.com, Calipari 
recalled how the Boston native 
remained upbeat through an in-
jury that limited him to just eight 
games, and his personality’s im-
pact on teammates.

“His heart was overfl owing 
with love for his family, his 
friends and his teammates,” Cali-
pari wrote. “He was as caring of 
a person as I have ever coached. 
His enthusiasm and energy — not 
just for basketball, for life — are 
what we all hope to have in our 

journey.”
“Terrence had fi gured that part 

out — that if you wake up every 
day with a smile on your face and 
a joy in everything you do, this 
life is beautiful.”

Kentucky 7-footer Olivier Sarr, 
who this week followed his team-
mate into the NBA draft, posted a 
picture of himself being comfort-
ed by Clarke on Instagram. Sarr 
wrote, “Lil bruh... I love you For-
ever” with a broken heart emoji 
and a message in French before 
ending, “Rest easy.”

Former Kentucky player and 
Philadelphia 76ers rookie Tyrese 
Maxey tweeted, “My heart is ex-
tremely heavy right now!” and 
off ered prayers to his Clarke’s 

family.
On Instagram, James posted 

a picture of Clarke and wrote, 
“REST IN PARADISE NEPH-
EW!!! with several emojis.

Boston Celtics player Jaylen 
Brown, who mentored Clarke 
and had him as a guest at multiple 
games last season, posted sever-
al photos of himself with Clarke 
and asked that his name be called 
at this summer’s NBA draft. Fel-
low NBA players such as Atlanta 
Hawks guard Trae Young and the 
Indiana Pacers’ Cassius Stanley 
also expressed their sorrow in 
posts.

Clarke’s fatal accident came a 
day after he and Kentucky team-
mate Brandon Boston Jr. signed 

with Klutch Sports Group.
Los Angeles Police Depart-

ment Sergeant John Matassa, who 
works in the Valley Traffi  c Divi-
sion, told ESPN that Clarke was a 
solo occupant in a vehicle that ran 
a red light going “at a very high 
rate of speed” in the San Fernando 
Valley area of Los Angeles at ap-
proximately 2:10 p.m. PDT.

Matassa said surveillance vid-
eo showed that Clarke collided 
with another vehicle preparing to 
turn left, hit a street light pole and 
then a block wall. Clarke was tak-
en to Northridge Hospital Medi-
cal Center and later pronounced 
dead.

Matassa said the other driver, 
who was in a truck, did not claim 
any injuries. Clarke was driving 
a 2021 Hyundai Genesis and not 
wearing his seat belt properly, ac-
cording to Matassa.

Celtics coach Brad Stevens 
heard reports about the crash and 
Clarke’s death shortly after his 
team beat the Phoenix Suns on 
Thursday night. Clarke was fa-
miliar to the Celtics, their players 
and even Stevens’ son.

“Not sure how much I want 
to talk about the game, when 
you consider he’s a Boston kid 
... those kids are important to us 
here,” Stevens said. “I never met 
him. My son looks up to him. 
Hard to talk about a basketball 
game.”
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As always, selecting The Record’s 11th annual Dream Dozen All-Area Boys Basketball Team was challenging and subjective. With just 12 roster spots available, exclusivity is a key feature of our all-star squad. The dozen is the culmination 
of spirited debate and careful consideration. We’ve talked to area coaches, fellow media outlets and combed through stats and accolades to handpick who we believe are the top players in Vermont’s Northeast Kingdom and New Hamp-
shire’s North Country. We necessarily had to exclude some terrifi c players but think that, in the end, we got it right. Hazen senior guard Isaiah Baker earns the honor as our 2021 Boys Basketball Player of the Year. He averaged 22.6 points 

per game and became the fi rst Wildcat player to eclipse 200 career 3-pointers. Based on merit, regardless of position and in no particular order, we present our 2021 All-Area boys basketball selections.
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CORBIN BRUECK
North Country, Sr., G

Steady and crafty, Brueck was the go-to scorer for 
the Falcons during their historic 2021 season. Typi-
cally drawing the opponent’s top defensive player, 
he averaged 15.0 points, 3.0 assists and 2.0 steals 

per game (shooting 54% from the fl oor) while guiding 
NC to its fi rst trip to a boys hoops state fi nal. He was 
rewarded with spots on the All-Lake fi rst team and 

the VBCA senior all-star squad.

AVERY HAZELTON
White Mountains, Jr., F

The 6-foot-9 center made a big leap his junior season, 
becoming one of the top big men around. He was 

hard to stop in the paint with soft hands and improved 
footwork, and fi nished the season with a double-dou-
ble average (16 points, 11 rebounds). Named to the Di-
vision III All-State second team, he had 25 points and 

24 rebounds in a win over D-IV champ Woodsville and 
went 13-for-14 from the fl oor in a win over Colebrook.

JOSH FINKLE
Littleton, Sr., F

The big man was a workhorse in the paint for the 
Crusaders, who fi nished the regular season unde-
feated. A Granite State North pick and Division IV 

All-State second-team selection, the senior captain 
averaged 14.0 points and 9.0 rebounds per game. 
“Our energy guy,” Littleton coach Trevor Howard 
said. “Fearless. A strong kid. And he developed 

his range this season.”

ISAIAH BAKER
Hazen, Sr., G

The Record’s Boys Basketball Player of the Year 
was a talented scorer and lockdown defender for 

Hazen, which earned the No. 2 seed in the Division III 
tournament. The 5-foot-10, 155-pound guard earned 
Mountain POY and VBCA senior all-star honors while 
averaging 22.6 points, 4.7 rebounds, 5.4 assists and 
3.3 steals. He fi nished his prolifi c career with 1,474 

points and 224 career 3-pointers — the fi rst HU player 
to crack the 200 mark.

COLLIN PUNDERSON
Blue Mountain, Sr., F

The big man delivered for the Bucks this winter, 
helping Blue Mountain earn its fi rst trip to the Division 

IV semifi nals since 2008 after an upset win over 
top-seeded Danville. Playing with energy, hustle and 
a soft touch in the paint, the VBCA senior all-star av-

eraged 10 points and 7.0 rebounds a game while also 
delivering a 26-point performance in the playo¦ s.

FRITZ HAUSER
St. Johnsbury, Jr., F

Transferring in from Randolph, the 6-foot-7 Hilltop-
per had little time to adjust to Division I hoops. The 
sturdy forward, however, averaged a team-leading 
11.4 points and 7.9 rebounds for St. J, which closed 

the regular season with fi ve straight wins and the No. 
4 seed. A solid rim defender with the ability to get to 
the bucket and hit shots, Hauser was picked to the 

All-Metro second team.

TYLER HICKS
White Mountains, Jr., F

A star baseball player, the physical and skilled junior 
also stood out on the hardwood. Guarding the oppo-
nent’s best player nightly, Hicks could hit the three, 

score at the rim, bang down low, or fi nd the open man 
while averaging 11 points, 7.0 rebounds and 4.6 assists 
per game. The Division III All-State honorable mention 
had a 17-point, 16-rebound night against Littleton and a 

10-assist performance against Colebrook.

ELIJAH FLOCKE
Woodsville, Jr., F

Hard-nosed and relentless on both ends, the Granite 
State North selection was a spark plug for the Engineers, 

who toppled Portsmouth Christian in the Division IV 
state championship to end the program’s 44-year title 

drought. Doing work on the glass and scoring at the rim, 
Flocke fi lled the stat sheet (15 ppg, 9.0 rpg, 4.0 apg) and 

was a Division IV All-State fi rst-team selection.

AUSTIN GIROUX
North Country, Jr., G/F

Giroux elevated his game down the stretch as North 
Country made a run to its fi rst hoops title game. Usually 
guarding the other team’s top perimeter threat, the long 
and lean Giroux could also score from all three levels. 
The VBCA “Dream Dozen” (outstanding underclass-
man) and All-Lake honorable mention pick averaged 

8.0 points, 7.0 rebounds, 2.5 steals and 1.6 blocks while 
shooting 56% from the fi eld and 45% from deep.

CAM TENNEY-BURT
Woodsville, Jr., F

One of the premier scorers in Division IV, the long and 
talented Tenney-Burt averaged 21 points, 7.0 rebounds 

and 2.0 assists per game in helping Woodsville end a 44-
year title drought with a state fi nals win over Portsmouth 
Christian. A prolifi c shooter from mid-range and distance, 
the Engineer was an All-State second-team choice and a 

Granite State North pick.

PARKER PARADICE
Littleton, Sr., G

The athletic point guard, named the Granite State North 
player of the year, averaged 11.7 points, 5.0 assists 

and 4.0 steals per game for Littleton, which fi nished 
the regular season undefeated. A Division IV All-State 
fi rst-team pick, Paradice was also the Crusaders’ top 

defender and brought a top-notch work ethic. “A tough 
kid, hard-worker. Our engine,” Littleton coach 

Trevor Howard said.

ETHAN GOULD
Danville, Sr., G

A spark plug with a high motor, Gould averaged a 
team-leading 13 points per game for Danville, which 
fi nished the regular season unbeaten and snagged 
the top seed in the Division IV tournament. A good 

shooter from distance with a willingness to attack the 
basket, the senior guard was named to the All-Moun-

tain fi rst team and was a VBCA senior all-star.

Kentucky’s Clarke Mourned 
By Teammates, Basketball World

Kentucky says freshman guard Terrence Clarke died following a car accident 
in Los Angeles. He was 19. The school announced Clarke’s death in a release 
Thursday night, April 22, 20221. (AP Photo/James Crisp, File)

Chiefs Get Ravens 
Star OT Orlando 
Brown For Picks

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) 
— Just about everyone knew the 
Kansas City Chiefs were going 
to address their off ensive line 
through the NFL draft.

Nobody quite expected them 
to do it a week before it even 
started.

The Chiefs plugged the big-
gest hole on their AFC cham-
pion roster Friday when they 
acquired two-time Pro Bowl 
off ensive tackle Orlando Brown 
from the Ravens for a package 
of draft picks, including the No. 
31 overall selection this year.

Both teams announced the 
trade, which will not become 
complete until Brown passes a 
physical.

The Ravens will get the 31st 
pick Thursday night, along with 
third- and fourth-round picks 
this year and a fi fth-round pick 
next year. The Chiefs will get 
the Ravens’ second-round pick 
next week and a sixth-rounder 
in 2022.

“Teams continually tweak 
and update and revise that board, 
knowing where they can attack 
it,” Chiefs general manager 
Brett Veach said during a Zoom 
call earlier Friday. “I think that 
mid-two-to-early-three area is 
going to be a hot zone.”

Turns out that Day 2 depth 

was one of the reasons Veach 
was willing to let go of the No. 
31 pick.

The Ravens had been expect-
ed to trade Brown since late Jan-
uary, when he took to social me-
dia to emphatically state that he 
was a left tackle rather than right 
tackle, where Baltimore wanted 
him to play going forward. And 
while the trade gives the Ravens 
two fi rst-round picks, they likely 
will need to use one of them on 
a replacement on the right side.

The biggest surprise, though, 
may have been the trade partner. 
Baltimore essentially sent one of 
the league’s best players at one 
of the game’s premier positions 
to their biggest barricade toward 
making it back to the Super 
Bowl.

“There’s been certainly dia-
logue with various teams and 
we have a couple things on our 
radar,” Veach said about four 
hours before the trade, “but 
nothing there we’re ready to 
move on in any direction. But 
we’re always going to contin-
ue to have dialogue with teams 
and make sure we have all the 
information, and we can assess 
whether this move would be a 
better alternative than staying 
put and either moving up or 
moving down.”
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As always, selecting The Record’s 11th annual Dream Dozen All-Area Girls Basketball Team was challenging and subjective. With just 12 roster spots available, exclusivity is a key feature of our all-star squad. The dozen is the culmination 
of spirited debate and careful consideration. We’ve talked to area coaches, fellow media outlets and combed through stats and accolades to handpick who we believe are the top players in Vermont’s Northeast Kingdom and New Hamp-

shire’s North Country. We necessarily had to exclude some terrifi c players but think that, in the end, we got it right. Lake Region senior guard Tia-Marie Martinez earns the honor as our 2021 Girls Basketball Player of the Year. She averaged 
18.8 points per game while leading the Rangers to an undefeated season and the Division III state title. Based on merit, regardless of position and in no particular order, we present our 2021 All-Area girls basketball selections.
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TIA-MARIE MARTINEZ
Lake Region, Sr., G

The Record’s Girls Basketball Player of the Year was 
a force for the Rangers, who ran the table en route 
to a Division III state title. A leader with great hoops 
IQ and a full o� ensive skillset, the 5-foot-4 Martinez 
averaged 18.8 points per game while crossing the 

1,000-point mark. Headed to play at Division II Amer-
ican International next season, Martinez was named 

Capital Division POY, a VBCA senior all-star and was a 
Burlington Free Press All-State pick.

SAGE SMITH
Colebrook, Sr., G

A talented, relentless playmaking guard and tena-
cious defender, Smith was named D-IV Player of 

the Year for a second straight season, fi rst-team All-
State for a third consecutive year and landed a spot 

on the D-IV All-Defensive squad. A fi nalist for 
The Record POY honor, Smith averaged 23.0 points, 
5.6 steals, 5.0 rebounds and 4.4 assists per game. 
Smith leaves as the school’s all-time girls leading 

scorer at 1,601 points.

OLIVIA SARKIS
Woodsville, Sr. F

Producing consistent double-doubles, the senior for-
ward was a force in the paint for the Engineers, who 
went undefeated in the regular season and reached 
the Division IV fi nal four. A team captain, Sarkis aver-
aged 12.7 points and 10.7 rebounds per game while 
earning D-IV fi rst-team All-State honors and landing 

on the All-Defensive team. A great motivator, she 
worked hard to make herself and teammates better, 

her coach Steve Colby said.

RIANN FORTIN
North Country, Sr., F

Tenacious and aggressive on both ends, Fortin shot 
50% from the fl oor while averaging 15.7 points, 8.3 

boards and 2.8 steals per game. A workhorse in the 
paint as the team’s leading scorer and rebounder, the 

All-Lake fi rst-team pick and VBCA senior all-star helped 
guide North Country to its fi rst basketball crown — a D-II 
title over No. 1 Fair Haven. “She was di£  cult for teams 

to defend. She has an excellent skill set and outstanding 
drive to improve constantly,” her coach Sarah Roy said.

COLLEEN FLINN
Danville, Jr., F

Developing into a prolifi c defensive presence in the 
paint this winter, Flinn was a force in helping Danville 
reach the Division IV title game. A Mountain League 

fi rst-team pick and selected to the VBCA “Dream Doz-
en” (outstanding underclassman), Flinn led the team 
in rebounds (7.9), assists (2.3) and blocks (2.9) while 
averaging 9.3 points per game. “Colleen really came 
into her own as a complete player this year,” said her 

coach Nick DeCaro.

SAKOYA SWEENEY
Lake Region, Soph., G

A talented o� ensive playmaker who scores at all 
three levels, Sweeney was an All-Capital fi rst-team 
selection while helping guide Lake Region to the 
Division III state championship and an unbeaten 

season. Athletic and confi dent, Sweeney averaged 
9.0 points, 4.0 boards and 4.0 assists per game while 

landing a spot on the VBCA “Dream Dozen” as a 
top D-III/IV underclassman.

KADIENNE WHITCOMB
Lyndon, Jr., G

One of the fi nest deep-ball shooters around, the junior 
guard was an o� ensive catalyst for the Vikings. Contrib-
uting all over the court, the All-Capital fi rst-teamer and 
VBCA “Dream Dozen” (outstanding underclassman) 

pick averaged 9.0 points, 5.3 boards, 3.1 assists and 2.6 
steals per game. “She has tremendous pride and plays 
extremely hard all the time. She is an unselfi sh player 
who has unlimited range,” her coach Eric Berry said.

MCKENNA MARSH
North Country, Sr., G

Contributing as a point guard, shooting guard and in the 
post, the versatile All-Lake fi rst-teamer averaged 13.0 

points, 6.1 rebounds, 2.7 assists and 1.8 steals per game 
while shooting 45.3% from the fi eld. Tough as nails with 
strong shooting ability, the VBCA senior all-star was key 
in helping North Country claim its fi rst state title — a D-II 
championship win over No. 1 Fair Haven. “Her shooting 
and defensive abilities, along with her versatility, were 
key factors in our success,” her coach Sarah Roy said.

HANNAH BROWN
Littleton, Sr., G/F

A versatile and steady leader, the team captain 
averaged 8.4 points, 7.0 rebounds, 5.4 steals and 5.0 
assists per game to lead the Crusaders to the state 
tournament quarterfi nals. Relentless on both ends, 

Brown was a Division IV All-State honorable mention 
selection. “She is a well-rounded player, a great leader 
and someone her teammates had the utmost respect 

for,” her coach Dale Prior said.

CORA NADEAU
North Country, Soph., G

The Falcons’ point guard, tenacious and talented, Na-
deau averaged 7.2 points, 2.9 rebounds, 3.8 assists and 

2.3 steals while helping guide the North Country girls 
to their fi rst state basketball title. With a smooth stroke 

from distance, the sophomore was a VBCA D-I/II Dream 
Dozen (Outstanding Underclassman) choice. “Beyond 

the averages, Cora is our emotional leader,” 
coach Sarah Roy said. “She lifts our team.”

ROBIN NELSON
Lake Region, Sr., F

A lockdown defender who was a force on the glass, 
the All-Capital fi rst-team choice averaged 8.8 points 

per game in helping Lake Region to an unbeaten run to 
the Division III crown. Known for providing key baskets, 
she was also a VBCA senior all-star and a BFP All-State 
pick. “Her contribution to our team game by game was 
every bit as valuable as Tia [Martinez],” said coach Joe 

Houston.

SAMANTHA HOWE
Colebrook, Sr., F

Howe, a skilled, athletic and relentless forward, was 
named to the All-State and Granite State North fi rst 
teams for the second straight winter. She averaged 
17.7 points, 12.6 rebounds, 3.1 steals and 2.7 assists 
while shooting 80.3% from the foul line and 41.5% 

from 3. Howe exits Colebrook as the program’s sec-
ond all-time leading scorer with 1,558 points and the 

all-time leading rebounder (987).

athletes to “not allow outdated 
‘sports rules’ to supersede your 
basic human rights.” It said the 
survey’s methods were fl awed.

“These types of surveys only 
empower the majority when it 
is the minority that want and 
need to be heard,” said Ireland’s 
Caradh O’Donovan, a karate 
athlete who helped start Global 
Athlete.

While the IOC said cases 
would each be judged on merits, 
athletes who follow the iconic 
salutes by American sprinters 
Tommie Smith and John Carlos 
at the 1968 Mexico City Olym-
pics still could be sent home.

The U.S. Olympic and 
Paralympic Committee induct-
ed Smith and Carlos into its 
Hall of Fame in 2019. It pledged 
in December not to take action 
against athletes protesting at 
their Olympic trials for Tokyo. 
On Thursday, it released a state-
ment saying its plans to update 
its recently released policy over 
protests in response to the IOC’s 
decision have not changed.

“Nor has our commitment 
to elevating athlete expression 
and the voices of marginalized 
populations everywhere in sup-
port of racial and social justice,” 
CEO Sarah Hirshland said.

And the USOPC’s athletes’ 
group also put out a statement 
saying it was disappointed to 
see no “meaningful or impact-
ful change to” Rule 50.

“Until the IOC changes its 

approach of feeding the myth 
of the neutrality of sport or pro-
tecting the status quo, the voic-
es of marginalized athletes will 
continue to be silenced,” the 
athletes’ group leadership said 
in a statement.

Both Schwab and Herber 
said minorities would be pro-
tected from discrimination if 
the IOC recognized the human 
rights of athletes to express 
themselves.

The IOC erred by trying to 
regulate the place where a pro-
test might take place instead of 
the statement’s content, Schwab 
said, adding athletes’ freedom 
of expression in Olympic ven-
ues “should be respected, pro-
tected and indeed promoted.”

Athletes breaching Rule 50 
can be sanctioned by three bod-
ies: the IOC, their sport’s gov-
erning body, and their national 
Olympic committee (NOC).

Leaders of two of the big-
gest Olympic bodies — World 
Athletics president Sebastian 
Coe and FIFA president Gianni 
Infantino — have publicly op-
posed punishing their athletes 
for social justice statements. 
Coe gave his annual award last 
December to Smith, Carlos 
and the other sprinter on the 
200-meter podium in Mexico 
City, Peter Norman of Australia.

In the past, the NOCs have 
played a major role in sanc-
tioning athletes who run afoul 
of Olympic rules. But with the 
USOPC taking itself out of that 
role, Schwab noted “there is 
enormous confusion over re-
sponsibility to sanction.”

Olympics
Continued from Page B1

1900s minstrel shows with musi-
cians often in blackface

When the report was released, 
Hartzell said no one would be re-
quired to participate in the song, 
which has long been a popular 
fi xture at campus events, most 
notably at football games and 
other sports events.

The announcement posted 
Wednesday on the school of 
music’s web page said the tra-
ditional Longhorn Band and pep 
band will be required to perform 
a repertoire of songs that include 
“The Eyes of Texas.” Both the 
marching band and pep band 

earn academic credits toward 
graduation.

The school is also creating a 
“to be named” university band 
for students for fall 2022 that 
will not play the alma mater or 
school fi ght song. That band will 
also earn academic credit, but the 
school did not say where or when 
it will perform. It will be de-
signed “with a focus on leading/
directing bands and community 
engagement,” the school said.

“We need to celebrate and 
nurture what makes UT special, 
and the Longhorn Band is one 
of those great organizations that 
shape our campus culture, ele-
vate school spirit and provide 
amazing opportunities for our 
students,” Hartzell said.

Gary Bledsoe, president of 
the Texas chapter of the NAACP 
and a Texas law school graduate, 
sharply criticized the decisions to 
keep playing the song and create 
a separate band. He said that will 
set up the traditional Longhorn 
Band as a “privileged group.”

“People who exercise their 
constitutional right to not par-
ticipate in a racist song, and are 
therefore denied an opportunity 
to play in a special band, that’s 
just going to be an issue that’s 
going to have a disparate impact 
on African-American band mem-
bers,” he said. “It’s like telling 
folks you have to engage in a 
racist activity and if you don’t, 
you can’t be in the band.”

Written in 1903 and sung to 

the tune of “I’ve Been Working 
on the Railroad,” “The Eyes 
of Texas” is an old standard in 
Longhorns country. For decades, 
it has been sung after games and 
graduation ceremonies, and is a 
popular sing-along at weddings 
and even funerals

It has also been a sore subject 
for decades for some minori-
ty students. The title was taken 
from a favored saying of a for-
mer school president who had 
reportedly mimicked remarks by 
Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee.

In March, the NAACP joined 
a group of Black state lawmak-
ers and students in criticizing 
the school report’s and said they 
would keep pressing the univer-
sity to drop it.

Texas
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dum signed with PFL and former 
Bellator welterweight champ Rory 
MacDonald is set to make his debut 
after signing with the league in 2019.

Two-time judo Olympic gold 
medalist Kayla Harrison is back as 
the face of PFL after winning all 
seven of her fi ghts for the compa-
ny. Two-time Olympic boxing gold 
medalist Claressa Shields makes her 
MMA debut June 10.

PFL also added football Hall of 
Famer Ray Lewis in an advisory 
role to recruit talent, and the compa-
ny announced Thursday that rapper 
Wiz Khalifa has joined the owner-
ship group.

“He’s an owner,” CEO Peter Mur-
ray said. “He’ll play a role. For the 

brand, he’s going to help us open the 
aperture of our brand by bringing in 
music culture, fashion culture.”

The remaining regular-season 
cards take place April 29, May 6, 
June 10, June 17 and June 25. The 
league has yet to announce sites for 
its playoff s and championship night, 
which had been held on New Year’s 
Eve at Madison Square Garden.

PFL -- which has boasted it’s the 
No. 2 MMA company in the world 
-- raised $65 million this year in 
new fi nancing. The promotion was 
known as the World Series of Fight-
ing from 2012 to 2017, when it was 
bought and rebranded. The PFL has 
six weight classes and held full-sea-
son competitions in 2018 and 2019.

Murray said the fi nancing will be 
spent in part on talent acquisition 
and expanding its reach, including 
staging fi ghts outside the U.S. The 

PFL said it is available in 160 coun-
tries and has seen its popularity rise 
domestically in large part because 
of live, prime-time events on ES-
PN-plus and ESPN2.

“It’s much more than an idea,” 
Murray said. “We’re in active con-
versations with a number of diff erent 
countries.”

PFL also has partnered with a 
sports betting company that allows 
fans to bet on everything from win-
ners to prop bets like fastest strike 
and kick speed.

“We are advancing the sport,” 
Murray said. “There’s room for 
more than one leader in the sport.”

Pettis, whose younger broth-
er fi ghts for Bellator, says he had 
to change his approach in training 
camp.

“We didn’t go so hard in this 
camp,” Pettis said. “We went hard 

when we needed to but it wasn’t all-
out, all we can do because I’ve got to 
fi ght again in seven more weeks. It 
was very more strategic.”

Shields’ anticipated debut fi ght is 
not part of the promotion’s season-
long competition format.

“She trusts our team to develop 
her into the sport,” Murray said. “We 
also give her fl exibility. Her goal is to 
be a two-sport champion in boxing 
and MMA.”

Lance Palmer and Natan Schulte 
are fi ghting for their third straight $1 
million prize, and Schulte stands in 
Pettis’ path on the road to the light-
weight crown.

“I was the champion in every or-
ganization I fought in, so I always 
had that target,” Pettis said. “There’s 
some good talent in this division. 
I’ve got to be smart, I’ve got to be 
sharp.”
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SPRING 2021 PLAYERS OF THE YEAR
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2020 FALL, 
2020-21
WINTER 
PLAYERS 
OF THE 
YEAR
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CONGRATULATIONS!

DIVISION 1 GIRLS’ TRACK & FIELD  |  2021 RUNNER-UP   

DIVISION 1 BOYS’ TRACK & FIELD  |  2021 STATE CHAMPIONS
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