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BY ROBERT BLECHL
Staff Writer

LITTLETON — On the heels of the
canceled Christmas parade, the com-
munity’s annual lighting of the jack-o-
lanterns, Halloween bonfire, haunted
walk, and Main Street trick-or-treating
has become another casualty of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

The event was set for Sat. Oct. 24,
but on Friday, Dave Harkless, organiz-
er for the jack-o-lanterns and bonfire,
announced on Friday that it would not
g0 on.

“We had to pull the plug and play it
safe, ” said Harkless, who was hopeful
a few weeks ago. “There were a num-
ber of things. The town got anxious
about it and didn’t feel they could work
with the project without liability issues.
Parks and Rec was going to be in on
it, but they had to pull out and there
weren’t enough volunteers. The wheels
just came off the bus.”

In a good year with good weather,
the event and its gathering of the jack-
o-lanterns that are lit on the rocks of the
Ammonoosuc River can draw 2,000
people, and Main Street can have sev-
eral hundred trick-or-treating children,
said Harkless.

It it not an official town event but
a community effort that involves part-
ners that have included the Littleton
Rotary Club and Littleton Area Cham-
ber of Commerce.

A few weeks ago, plan to proceed
was humming along until New Hamp-
shire saw a recent uptick in positive
COVID-19 cases, he said.

“The event was nine days away and
it was not going to get any better in

nine days,” said Harkless.

One of the questions was how could
everyone turning out be required to
wear masks, he said.

“It’s been a great event and it’s a lit-
tle disappointing, but given the current
climate, it’s understandable,” said Lit-
tleton Town Manager Andrew Dorsett.

Event organizers were able to give
back the pumpkins.

“We were fortunate we were able to
return out pumpkins we got earlier this
week” said Harkless. “We had 360 and
had 300 that we gave back.”

The remaining pumpkins will be
handed over to nonprofits that want to
do carving.

On the upside, Littleton has had
some successful events during the pan-
demic, said Harkless.

“The farmers market did it right this
year,” he said. “They had one-way traf-
fic and required masks. But you never
really had more than 100 people at the
farmers market.”

And one Halloween activity spon-
sored by the Littleton Police Depart-
ment has been able to proceed - the
COVID-friendly Great Pumpkin Chal-
lenge.

It began Oct. 7 and involves 15
golden pumpkins with a golden ticket
attached.

Each week day until Oct. 29, a
new pumpkin will appear somewhere
in town, challenging families to find
them. Clues are provided on the police
departments web site and social media
pages.

The drawing for the grand prize, of-
fering experiences valued at more than
$200 for the winning family, will be
held on Oct. 31.

“We started this a few years ago and
it’s pretty fun for families and is some-
thing to get families out and doing
things,” said Jamie Allaire administra-
tive assistant for LPD.

Another police department-spon-
sored activity is the Pumpkinhead Peo-
ple Contest.

Residences and businesses can
build displays with pumpkins and have
themes. When a display is completed,
Littleton police take a photograph of it.
The judging will take place on Hallow-
een, Sat. Oct. 31.

One residence will be selected as
a winner and one business selected a
winner.

BY PAUL HAYES
Staff Writer

The Littleton Christmas Parade
has been called off.

Slated for Nov. 27, the popular
event was canceled due to a lack of
liability insurance, said organizer
Dennis Hartwell on Thursday.

“It’s a big disappointment,”
Hartwell said.

The parade parted ways with
longtime sponsor the Littleton
Area Chamber of Commerce af-
ter last year’s event. The Town of
Littleton came on as a sponsor this
year, in order to provide liability
insurance.

However the town withdrew
support due to concerns over
crowd size, social distance, and
COVID transmission risk.

The event typically draws over
1,000 spectators.

Said Hartwell, “I was contacted
by town officials today that they
are not comfortable with me doing
the Littleton Christmas Parade this
year. Normally, they would cover
the parade with the town’s liability
insurance [but] this year they have
opted to pull out.”

Hartwell cannot afford to in-
sure the event on his own. With-
out town insurance, he would be
liable for any injury, accident or
incident. That includes fines asso-
ciated with a New Hampsire mask
order for crowds over 100.

He called the cancellation un-
fortunate but added that he “can
certainly understand” the town’s
reasons for withdrawing support
of the event.

Despite the parade being can-
celed, Hartwell and Parks and
Recreation Director Chris Wilkins
are working on plans to bring San-
ta Claus to town in a socially dis-
tant manner.

Since 1986, Littleton has hosted
a Christmas Parade on the Friday
after Thanksgiving. It typically
features over 60 entries.

This year’s parade theme
“Christmas Stories Based on
Books, TV and Film” will be con-
tinued to 2021. This year’s spon-
sors will be given the option of a
refund or rolling over their spon-
sorship to next year.

Earlier this year other parades
were cancelled for public safety
reasons in Derby (July 4th), Fran-
conia (Old Home Day), Lancaster
(July 4th), Lisbon (Lilac Festival),
Lyndonville (Stars & Stripes), St.
Johnsbury (Memorial Day, Hal-
loween), and Woodsville-Wells
River (July 4th).

New Hampshire currently has
829 active COVID cases. Local-
ly, three communities have under
four confirmed cases: Lancaster,
Lisbon and Stark. To date the state
has reported 9,426 positive cas-
es, 761 hospitalizations, and 463
deaths.

Bethlehem Christmas Parade Nixed, Resident Halloween Event Proceeding

BY ROBERT BLECHL
Staff Writer

Christmas in Bethlehem, the holiday event
featuring Santa Claus, workshops for children,
music, a parade and fireworks, is canceled for
2020 because of health and safety concerns
during the coronavirus.

“We can’t do it because we serve food and
other things and it just wouldn’t be good,” Jack
Anderson, Bethlehem’s fire chief and emergen-
cy management director, said Tuesday.

The day-long family event that has been an
annual tradition for a decade takes place on the
first Saturday of December and draws between
500 and 600 people, turning out for a holiday

L bazaar at the Methodist church, a community

lunch, holiday sales at downtown shops, meet-
ing Santa Claus, the grant-a-wish tree, crafts
workshops, a pop-up photo studio, a reading of
the names for the veterans tree, a giant bonfire,
lighting of the grand tree, entertainment, and
fireworks as the grand finale.

“It’s not a good place to practice social dis-
tancing,” said Anderson. “Hopefully, we can do
it next year.”

Proceeding for Halloween, which this year
falls on a Saturday, is a resident-organized
trunk-or-treat event at the town gazebo at Main
and Prospect streets.

During Monday’s Bethlehem Board of Se-
lectmen’s meeting, resident Cheryl Jensen asked
about the status of Christmas and Halloween
events and the town’s liability, if any, for having

events on town property during the pandemic.

“It’s going to be put on by a private group
and the town doesn’t have any jurisdiction over
it,” Board Chairman Gabe Boisseau said of the
trunk-or-treat. “We are not putting it on.”

When it comes to town property, such as the
gazebo, basketball courts or tennis courts, the
town has never really given permission or not
given permission for use, said April Hibberd,
town administrative assistant.

“People call me a lot and ask to use the ga-
zebo for weddings, baby showers, birthday par-
ties,” she said. “It’s public property.”

On Tuesday, Hibberd said any liability would
only come about if the town’s insurance compa-
ny was called to investigate and determined that
there was a valid claim.

Any claim would be handled the same way
as a claim filed in regard to someone getting in-
jured on town property, such as at a basketball
court, for instance, she said.

“It’s public property,” Hibberd said. “We
don’t police it, and the only time we do is if it’s
a for-profit type of event.”

For Halloween, risk is being mitigated, trunk-
or-treat organizer, Chris McGrath told select-
men.

“Just so everyone knows, we’re talking safety
and it’s very important,” he said. “Masks will be
needed and cars will be spaced out. There will be
hand sanitizer and booths set out. It will be one
way. Kids won’t be allowed to congregate and
everyone will be in your groups that you came
with.”
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Water And Light Nearing Answer
Or Options On Budget Question

LITTLETON - To go to a town vote or not.

That is the question before the Littleton Water and Light commis-
sioners are now hoping to have an answer or options to move forward
with in November, as budget deadlines get closer.

The New Hampshire Department of Revenue Administration is tak-
ing the position that LWL is a town department and as such is out of
compliance with New Hampshire’s budget law because it hasn’t put its
budget before March town meeting voters since at least 1993.

LWL argues that, except for the appointment of commissioners by
selectmen, it is an independent entity and not a town department and
therefore does not have to participate in the municipal budget process
and put its budget to a town vote.

“Littleton Water and Light goes back to 1903 and there is a lot of
material,” LWL Commission Chairman Schuyler Sweet said Monday.
“Unfortunately, it is not as clear as it could be.”

No one in 1903 could have anticipated what would happen in 2020,
he said.

The LWL attorney was expected to attend a commission meeting
on Monday, but wanted to delay by one meeting to conduct more re-
search, said LWL Commissioner Peter Cooper.

“We are trying to get some good guidance on what it is we need to
do,” he said.

LWL’s next meeting is on Nov. 2.

On Sept. 14, LWL commissioners voted to not comply with a DRA
order at the present time and instead first consult with legal counsel.

In recent weeks, community support has been voiced, said Sweet.

“We are getting individually as commissioners, and Tom [Considine,
LWL superintendent] is getting in the office, lots of phone calls,” said
Sweet. “For the most part, they are supportive and say don’t give up.”

LWL has a net zero budget - annual gross revenues run about $12
million - and offers some of the lowest utility rates in New Hampshire.

Helping LWL keep rates low is a bank balance that runs about $4
million that is used as collateral to buy power on the open market.

If LWL is ultimately required to put its budget before voters, the
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town would have control over its net revenue.

Veterans Facing COVID Isolation

The coronavirus has taken a toll on mental health.

For many, social distance mandates and high unemployment rates
have increased feelings of loneliness and depression.

That’s particularly worrisome for the military community, which
already faced a suicide epidemic before COVID.

Approximately 20 veterans and active duty military commit suicide
each day, a higher rate than the rest of the U.S. population, according to
the U.S. Veterans Administration.

“It’s a disease of isolation,” said Eric Golnick, CEO of Veteran &
First Responder (VFR) Healthcare, during a roundtable with Sen.
Maggie Hassan on Monday.

A former Naval officer, Golnick co-founded VER to provide mental
health and substance use treatment for service members, veterans, first
responders and their families.

They, like other health care providers, have relied on remote services
to deliver treatment during the pandemic.

That is key for New Hampshire’s 102,000 military veterans, the ma-
jority of which are over 65.

“Teletherapy and telehealth have been part of our long-term strategy,
especially in rural areas, but the pandemic precipitated that quickly,”
he said. It has been well received by VFR clients.”We’re seeing that
veterans are not only enjoying it, they’re actually coming to therapy
more often, which is so important.”

Meanwhile the VA Medical Clinic in Manchester reported that 45
percent of its clients have accessed care by telephone or video confer-
ence technology since March.

The biggest growth area has been video conference visits.

Last week Sen. Hassan called on the federal VA officials to strength-
en New Hampshire veterans’ access to telehealth.

“For those that have used it they can’t get enough of it,” said Nancy
Falleur, Chief of Telehealth for the Manchester VAMC.

In the North Country, some veterans have been cut off from tele-
health due to a lack of broadband access.

However, for those who can connect, remote services are meeting
their needs.

Dalton McLaughlin, director of strategic partnerships at VFR
Healthcare, said “Access to tele-based medicine is an incredible bene-
fit to veterans. We can reach more people without them having to come
all the way to where we are, particularly the older population that is
already at risk.”

Golnick expects those services will become even more important
when the pandemic passes.

“Veterans do well under crisis and under stress. So I’'m not worried
about now. What I’'m worried about is once things start calming down.
A lot of vets, once they lose that purpose that’s when they run into
trouble,” he said.

EMPLOYMENT: The veteran unemployment rate has more than
doubled from 3.1 percent in 2019 to 6.4 percent in 2020.

That ties into veterans’ mental health struggles.

Leland Goldberg, president and founder of The Veterans Entrepre-
neurial Training and Resource Network (VETRN), said many veterans
lose their sense of purpose and identity when they are removed from a
workplace environment.

VETRN was created to help. It offers a 26-week Streetwise MBA
program, free of charge, to veteran-owned business owners and their

See News Briefs, Page 5

ON THE COVER: Northern New Hampshire saw its first signif-
icant snowfall of the season Saturday with up to eight inches
reported in some areas. The wet, heavy snow caused power
outages and forced Santa’s Village to close for the day. The
storm created slick road conditions, and state and town plow
crews were out early clearing roads. (Photo by Paul Hayes)
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families. It provides training, resources and peer-to-peer mentoring and
has graduated 70 to date.

“You lose that family when you come out of the military,” said
Goldberg, who served in the Vietnam War.

Job training and business education programs aimed at veterans
can help New Hampshire to tackle a “tsunami of mental health issues™
caused by COVID.

Dr. Deborah Osgood, CEO of Osgood and Associates and a gradu-
ate of the VETRN program, said those programs can help veterans find
self-esteem through full- and part-time employment.

“It’s that piece that really validates who they are, takes them out of
the trauma, and transitions them into a new part of their life where they
can see they have value and worth, and it’s validated by the commu-
nity,” she said.

Ski Industry Braces For Growing
Demand In Pandemic Season

The pandemic has created a new class of outdoor enthusiast: The
COVID newcomer.

Novices to nature fled coronavirus hotspots by the thousands and
flocked to northern New Hampshire, where they tried hiking, biking,
and camping in the relative safety of the White Mountains region.

Soon they will turn their attention to winter, and the ski industry is
preparing to meet demand for entry-level activities.

“We think winter recreation could seg its highest demand yet from a
new audience,” said Olivia Rowan, publisher of Ski Area Management
Magazine, during a roundtable Oct. 15.

That prediction is based on a growing mountain of evidence.

During the summer, national cycling and camping retailers experi-
enced double-digit growth in sales and some outdoor recreation venues
reported record receipts in July and August.

Francois Goulet, president of Group Rossignol North America, said
entry-level bike sales have doubled from last year and “trying to find a
tent in June or July was impossible.”

Those buying habits have carried over to winter sports.

Reflecting an influx of newcomers, those trends have gone beyond
downhill skiing, to include activities with lower risk and gradual learn-
ing curves like cross country skiing, snow shoeing and fat biking.

Nordic ski sales have increased by double-digit amounts, with many
retailers resuming cross country ski sales due to anticipated demand.
Meanwhile some Nordic ski areas have doubled or tripled their season
pass sales from this time last year. Much of that can be chalked up to
newcomer interest.

Reese Brown, executive director of the Cross Country Ski Area As-
sociation, said months of working and learning from home — with
parents and kids cooped up together — has inspired families to get out
and try new things.

“The crowds at home are really driving people outside for anything
they can do,” Brown said. “Everyone is willing to walk the dog now or
take the garbage out, anything to get outside.”

Alexa Bernotavicz, mountain operations director at Bretton Woods,
said the resort would take a conservative approach to open the season,
in order to ensure social distance and ease into new regulations.

Like other resorts, Bretton Woods will focus on messaging, to en-
sure visitors follow COVID guidelines.

She said the resort will be reservation-based, but will allow walk up
lift pass purchases, if capacity allows.

“If it’s a Tuesday and we’re not super busy, and someone walks up
to the window, we won’t turn people away,” she said.

She noted the White Mountains enjoyed a busy summer and that
winter visitors would be offered a wide range of activities at Bretton
Woods and the Omni Mountain Washington Resort, including Nordic
skiing, snow shoeing, fat biking and sleigh rides, to provide them op-
tions beyond downhill skiing — particularly if the alpine resort is at
capacity.

“We’ve had a very busy summer here in the White Mountains. Our
trail heads were packed, people were mountain biking, hiking, fishing.

You couldn’t find a tent in any of the stores. People were out back-
packing, rock climbing. So I think we’re going to continue to see that
throughout the winter,” she said.

Volunteer Group Forming To
Tackle Town’s Litter Problem

BETHLEHEM — Wanted: volunteers to take a bite out of littering.
On the heels of the town’s new littering ordinance adopted on Sept.
28 , one resident is forming an anti-litter group to help keep the town

clean and looking good.

For years, Bethlehem has had one annual roadside cleanup day, or-
ganized by the town conservation commission and taking place on a
Saturday in early May.

The new group, though, could make cleanups a regular thing.

“It’s a new thing,” said Margaret Hocking, a Bethlehem resident
for more than three decades. “T'm still gathering a list of volunteers so
we’ll see what happens. It all started with an idea stemming from doing

See News Briefs, Page 6

e Colon resection
e Catheter placement

e Endoscopy
e Cholecystectomy
e Ulcer repair

Surgical Associates at LRH

580 St. Johnsbury Rd. e Littleton, NH 03561

(603) 444-0997 e LittletonHealthcare.org
Monday-Friday e 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

Introducing
Daniel Underbakke, MD

Specializing in General Surgery

Dr. Daniel Underbakke, General Surgeon, has joined the Surgical Associates at Littleton Regional Healthcare. Dr. Underbakke is
specially trained to provide a range of diagnostic and treatment services, most of which can be done through minimally
invasive techniques. Dr. Underbakke is available for patient referrals for the following conditions/procedures and more:

e Hemorrhoids management

Dr. Underbakke graduated with his Bachelor of Science in Biology from the University of Wisconsin followed by his Doctor
of Medicine from the University of Wisconsin School of Medicine and Public Health. He fulfilled his General Surgery
Residency and General Surgery Internship followed by his Research Fellowship at Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center.

e Varicose Veins ligation
e Appendectomy
e Wound care

e Hernia repair
e Mastectomy
e Splenectomy

LITTLETO N N
REGIONAL HEALTHCARE

Where good health begins.

600 St. Johnsbury Road - Littleton, NH 03561 - 603-444-9000 - LittletonHealthcare.org
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the recreational areas in Bethlehem and I think it’s
going to blossom into roadsides.”

The catalyst for it all was a friend who volunteers
at Forest Lake to pick up trash, she said.

The littering ordinance in Bethlehem came about
after concerns were voiced to selectmen by sever-
al residents seeing an increase in trash, including
dumped furniture, along town roadsides.

Hocking became aware of those conversations.

“Also, my husband has been participating in the
Thursday weekly skateboard sessions at the skate
park,” she said. “My daughter and I will go, too,
sometimes and I’ve noticed some trash at the bas-
ketball courts and the skateboard park. We've also
been enjoying the pump track that is fairly new to
Bethlehem and loving it and I've noticed a few piec-
es of trash there, t00.”

Initially, she contacted the selectmen about clean-
ing up the recreational areas of the town.

“I love how it’s morphed into more,” said Hock-
ing. “I’ve lived here for over 30 years and I really
love where I live. I'm gathering a list of volunteers
who have contacted me so I can realistically see how
many areas and roads can be covered. I'm hoping
once I get a feel for how many volunteers I have, we
can meet and decide what area and roads need the
most coverage and go from there and set a schedule
and rotation. I’'m so happy to be living in an area
where so many truly love and care for their town.”

In an email Wednesday to some residents who
have already expressed interest, Hocking said she is
getting a sense of key areas in town that really need
attention, and said any and all feedback is welcome.

The next step after feedback is developing a
schedule and rotation and to determine if trash can
be taken to the town hall.

“Hopefully, this will be a beautiful beginning,”
she said. “T've heard suggestions on volunteer
T-shirts and I like it.”

On Sept. 28, selectmen voted 5-0 to adopt an
littering ordinance for public property that will fine
violators up to $1,000 and carry a minimum fine
of $500 for those caught littering three times in a
12-month period.

The ordinance gives police flexibility in fining vi-
olators by allowing officers to impose smaller fines
on those caught throwing out small amounts of trash
and a large fine for those dumping bigger amounts
on roadways and in other public areas.

Anyone interested in volunteering can contact
Hocking at 120tiptop@roadrunner.com.

Family Of Maura Murray
Seeks Historical Marker

The disappearance of Maura Murray has become
a part of New Hampshire history.

It left a family grief-stricken and searching for
answers, and being among the first missing persons
cases in the age of social media, it has attracted the
interest of thousands of people from across the na-
tion and world.

The case has also drawn scores of people annu-
ally to the spot where Maura disappeared, along
Route 112 in Haverhill near the Weathered Barn.

To remember Maura, her family, for the better

L part of two decades, has kept a blue ribbon attached

Health Officials On Notice
Following Regional Spike

New Hampshire’s uptick in confirmed
COVID-19 cases, including new ones in Graf-
ton County, has municipal health officers and
emergency management directors in the North
Country on the alert and bracing for a possible
increase in northern New Hampshire, where a
few new cases have appeared in recent days.

“An alert from DHHS [the New Hampshire
Department of Health and Human Services]
came in Monday or Tuesday about a jump in
cases statewide,” Milton Bratz, health officer for
Littleton, in northern Grafton County, said Fri-
day. ” T hadn’t seen an alert in some time. They
are calling this a third wave now. The second was
in June or July and then it tapered off. But the
numbers are now climbing nationally.”

Federal health officials have reported a big
spike nationally in October, he said.

On Tuesday, officials in Vermont announced
that increasing cases across the region have
raised the number of counties impacted by Ver-
mont’s travel restrictions, and those counties
now include Grafton County.

Bratz attributes part of the overall increase in
cases to some people getting lax with wearing

masks and social distancing.

For the North Country, an increase in cases
could be more of a problem than in some other
areas, in part because immunity hasn’t been built
up , he said.

“We are vulnerable,” said Bratz. “Fortunate-
ly, hardly anyone up here has had it, but from
from a epidemiological standpoint it’s not a good
thing.”

And with flu season now beginning, it adds
another element of the unknown, he said.

Unlike the influenza pandemic of 1918 and
1919, which killed more people after it mutated,
the coronavirus has mutated in certain areas of
the country, such as California, to become more
infectious, but less lethal, said Bratz.

The coronavirus, though, is still statistically
more lethal and contagious than the flu.

As of Friday, according to the DHHS active
cases map, Littleton again has an active case (it
had several earlier in the year) as do the towns of
Lisbon, Dalton, Lancaster, and Stark.

The case in Stark was listed by DHHS earlier
this week.

The map uses colors to indicate the number of
cases and the color shown for the North Coun-
try towns is low enough to not reflect a specific
number, meaning the count could be one case or
up to four cases because DHHS suppresses the

exact number for municipalities with one to four
cases.

Jack Anderson, fire chief and emergency man-
agement director for Bethlehem, said an increase
in New Hampshire isn’t unexpected, especially
with the recent holiday and influx of tourists in
the area.

His concern is about people coming into the
North Country from out of state and posing a
risk.

“We have no way of knowing if any of them
are infected when they come up here,” said An-
derson.

There is also no way of knowing if a large
group of people from out of state have the virus
and are quarantining in northern New Hamp-
shire, he said.

Both Bratz and Anderson said they are pleased
with how North Country schools are maintaining
safety through required masking and social dis-
tancing, which both said are important to reduce
infections and must be maintained until the pan-
demic has subsided.

“Probably 90 percent of the people are doing
their duty and due diligence and wearing masks,
but I'm still seeing another 10 percent who don’t
and they are the ones that spread it,” said Ander-
son.

to a tree along the roadside that marks the spot
where she vanished on the evening of Feb. 9, 2004.

With that tree now at risk of being taken down by
the property owner, the family is asking the state for
a New Hampshire state highway historical marker
to be installed at the location as a permanent recog-
nition of Maura’s disappearance.

At noon today, the Murray family, state Rep.
Debra DeSimone, R-Atkinson, and local residents
will submit in person an official request and marker
application to the New Hampshire Division of His-
torical Resources in Concord.

Anyone seeking a marker to commemorate a sig-
nificant person, place or event in New Hampshire
can submit the formal request to DHR with a pe-
tition signed by a minimum of 20 New Hampshire
residents.

The petition submitted with the Murray request
netted the signatures of 680 New Hampshire resi-
dents, and in total, has more than 3,000 signatures.

“Thousands of residents and visitors travel to
where Maura was last seen on Route 112 every year
as her disappearance has become one of the most
high-profile unsolved mysteries in the world,” said
Julie Murray, Maura’s sister. “We are proud to sup-
port Rep. DeSimone and the 3,367 petitioners re-
questing a historical marker be erected where Maura
was last seen before disappearing without a trace.”

The request includes draft marker text that was
voted on by 724 supporters, letters of support from
the Murray family and DeSimone as well as from
Robert McDonald, professor of history at the U.S.
Military Academy at West Point in New York,
which Maura had attended, and pen-and-ink and on-
line petitions with the 3,367 signatures from people
in all 50 states, Washington D.C., Puerto Rico, and
42 different countries, said Murray.

“The disappearance of Maura Murray is a his-
torical event in New Hampshire and unequivocally
meets the criteria for a marker set forth by law,” said

DeSimone. “I strongly urge Mr. Ben Wilson, DHR
Director, to swiftly recognize the historical signifi-
cance of Maura’s disappearance with the approval
and installation of a historical marker.”

Julie Murray said, “We are thankful to have an
elected official in the effort to fight for this important
historical marker.”

On Thursday, DeSimone said the Murray family
was brought to her attention by one of her constitu-
ents, Joe Davey, of Atkinson.

“I feel for the property owners and understand it’s
an encroachment upon their life,” said DeSimone, a
mother and grandmother. T also feel for the Mur-
ray family and my heart is broken for them. I cannot
in my wildest dreams imagine losing a child in this
manner. To not know where my child is, if my child
is alive or not, is unimaginable. I will honestly tell
you I will do everything possible to assist them in
their quest.”

DeSimone has been in discussions with state offi-
cials for a solution, and while she doesn’t yet know
what can or cannot be done, she said a way will be
found to give the Murray family a contact point, and
if not a marker, some other point.

“I want to find some sort of peaceful way for this
family to go to a place and pray and have some sort
of vigil,” said DeSimone.

In July, after it was learned the property owner
was looking to cut down the tree, the Murray fami-
ly, in partnership with residents in New Hampshire,
launched a Blue Ribbon campaign to support the
request for a historical marker.

After the submitting the petition today, the Mur-
ray family and DeSimone will drive to Haverhill to
visit the blue ribbon tree with volunteers and partic-
ipate in a boots-on-the-ground search.

Led by Nancy Cory, the search will have about 20
volunteers, some coming from as far as Maryland,
who will focus on areas along Interstates 93 and 91,
as well as areas along the Kancamagus Highway,

said Murray

Maura was a 21-year-old nursing student at the
University of Massachusetts-Amherst when she
vanished after crashing her car at the location on
Route 112.

Some speculate she might have run away to begin
anew life, ran into the woods and succumbed to the
elements, or was suicidal.

Others, including the Murray family, believe she
was grabbed by someone and is the victim of foul
play and likely no longer alive.

They are hoping that someone with information
as to what happened will come forward.

Maura’s disappearance became a cold case after
the New Hampshire Cold Case Unit was established
in 2009.

She is officially classified as a missing person and
Senior Assistant New Hampshire Attorney General
Jeffery Strelzin has called the case a criminal inves-
tigation into a missing person.

After the initial police searches in 2004, volunteer
searches have taken place through the years to find
Maura and, in the words of her father, Fred Murray,
bring her home.

In his letter of support to the DHR, McDonald,
who knew Maura when she was a cadet at West
Point and who helped search for her in New Hamp-
shire in 2004, said even today, more than 16 years
after her disappearance, the “unsolved mystery”
continues to inspire interest as well as television
specials, pod casts, and blogs.

“As a historian, it strikes me that there are two
factors giving this missing person case special sig-
nificance,” wrote McDonald. “First, there is the
blockbuster nature of the event, which captured the
attention of the American people like few others.
Indeed, Maura Murray has been ranked alongside
aviation pioneer Amelia Earhart as one of the 14
most famous missing persons in American history

See News Briefs, Page 9
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If you are retired you should be concerned about
# Capital gains tax
# Increased interest and dividends tax
# Increased county tax even without ever seeing a budget or balance sheet
# Increased property tax
# Income tax on all income

If you own a small business you should be concerned about
# Increased business profits and enterprise taxes to support unnamed government
programs and the regulatory bureaucracy
# A minimum wage above the federal one might force you to lay off workers
# More regulations that subsidize your competitors and stifle competition

If you
# Trust our elected representatives to do the right thing
#* Aren’t informed of everything the New Hampshire legislature puts into law

Then you put your freedom and liberty at risk because the Democrats in the New Hampshire
legislature voted for all of these and hope you don’t notice or care. They want to enslave you
to government handouts at their pleasure, not yours. It’s socialism pure and simple.

¥ ¥ ¥ Itistime forchange in Concord ¥ ¥ ¥
VOTE FOR RESPONSIBLE, ACCOUNTABLE, TRANSPARENT ONLY

NECESSARY GOVERNMENT
VOTE FOR
Erin Hennessey Calvin Beaulier
Matthew Simon Joseph DePalma
Robert Peraino David Binford
Wes Chapmon Joe Kenney
Omer Ahern Doug Dutile

PAID FOR BY PERAINO FOR NH — ROBERT PERAINO FISCAL AGENT
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Michael J. Poulin

Michael J. Poulin, 66, of Littleton, N.H., passed away on Thursday,
Oct. 15, 2020, peacefully at home with his family by his side.

Michael was born on June 24, 1954, in St. Johnsbury, Vt., to Marc
and Mariette (Bolduc) Poulin. He attended Catholic Central and St.
Johnsbury Academy. He grew up logging with his father, where even-
tually him and his brother Daniel owned
Poulin Brothers Logging. 18 years ago he
changed careers and began driving for Car-
roll Concrete where he truly loved his job
and the people he worked with. He retired
in the winter of 2019 but then returned part-
time until recently.

Michael was a lifelong member of the
St. Johnsbury Elks Club, where he enjoyed
playing cribbage and pool. He enjoyed golf-
ing and was a member of the St. Johnsbury
Country Club for over 50 years. Whenever
he could he loved spending time with his
family, friends and especially his golf buddies. He enjoyed giving the
gift of Lifetime Hunting and Fishing to his grandchildren who he is so
proud of.

Survivors include his wife, Joan Dube of Littleton, N.H., whom
he married on June 24, 2017; two daughters: Angela Wheatley and
husband, Timothy, of Williamstown, Vt., and Kaitlyn Palmieri and
husband, Tony, of Kirby, Vt.; stepdaughter: Amy Patenaude of Ber-
lin, N.H.; two stepsons: Jason St. Hilaire and wife, Ashley, of Keene,
N.H., and Eric St. Hilaire of Berlin, N.H.; two brothers: Richard and
wife, Lynn, of Statesboro, Ga., and Daniel and partner, Kelly Smith,

Michael Poulin

Your Community Health Partner Since 1975

ACHS = Integrated Health Care

Primary Care
Behavioral Health
Dental & Oral Health
Medication Management
Tele-health Services

ACHS accepts most major insurances,
Medicare & Medicaid, and
offers a sliding fee scale
for patients who qualify.

Call our NEW PATIENT Hotline
toll-free at 1.866.201.5076.

r()

ACHS

Ammonoosuc _
Community Health Services

Littleton * Franconia « Warren * Whitefield « Woodsville
603.444.2464 « www.ammonoosuc.org

of Kirby, Vt.; and three sisters: Lucie Poulin-Pristow of Kirby, Linda
Entriken and husband, Paul, of Brooksville, Fla., and Carol Perreault
and husband, Leon, of St. Johnsbury; four grandchildren: Paige, Harp-
er, Jacob, and Penelope; and three step-grandchildren: Kailyn, Aiden,
and Cruze.

He was predeceased by his parents: Marc and Mariette Poulin.

A Graveside service will be held at 12 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 24, ,
at Mt. Calvary Cemetery in St. Johnsbury. A gathering will follow at
the Elks Club in St. Johnsbury, Vt., where the 11th Hour Service of
Remembrance will be observed. The gathering will begin outside. All
are asked to wear masks and follow social distance guidelines.

Michael took the challenge of fighting cancer head on without com-
plaint, still putting others’ concerns above his own. Donations in Mi-
chael’s name can be made to Norris Cotton Cancer Center North, 1080
Hospital Drive, St. Johnsbury, VT 05819.

Memories and condolences may be shared with the family at www.
saylesth.com

Eleanor A. Mason

Eleanor A. Mason, 90, of Winooski, Vt., former resident of White-
field/Twin Mountain, N.H., died Oct. 9, 2020 at her daughter Anne
Mason’s home in Winooski surrounded by loving family after a period
of declining health.

Eleanor was born in Waltham, Massachusetts, Sept. 20, 1930. She
was the eldest of three children born to Anthony and Anna (Eagan)
Boudreau of Waltham. She graduated from
Billerica High School in 1947 and the fol-
lowing year was married to Warren Mason,
Sr. and started their family of 10 children.

Eleanor and her husband owned the Ma-
son Farm & Mason’s Riding Stables in Mer-
rimack, N.H., and the Mason Stock Farm
in Whitefield, N.H. At age 48 she became a
full-time student at Plymouth State College
commuting every day through Franconia
Notch and earned her Bachelor’s Degree in
History/Education in 1982. She taught at the Eleanor Mason
White Mountain Regional High School in Whitefield and the Hugh
J. Gallen Vocational Center in Littleton. She sold local real estate,
and was a well known reporter in the North Country for the Caledo-
nian-Record, and the Democrat. She was a writer and photographer
for the Country Folks Magazine and she was very proud that she was
the Twin Mountain Librarian. Eleanor was an avid creative writer and
belonged to North Country Writers group. She was a member of the
Daughters of the Charity of the Sacred heart of Jesus, a member of
a North Country Women’s Business Association and a local quilting
group. In her retirement, after selling the farm and before her health
issues, she was a well-known figure who lived a very independent and
active life into her late 70s and was recognized by local townspeople
while taking daily exercise by walking with her dog Elsie. Eleanor was
predeceased by her husband of 40 years, Warren Mason, Sr. She was
also predeceased by two daughters, Marilyn (Mason) Woodman, Mar-
jorie Mason, grandson John Mason and a sister, Louise Carbone.

She is survived by eight children: Warren Mason, Jr., ED.D., and
his wife, Annette of Meredith; Timothy Mason, and his wife Debbie
of Ossipee; Stephen Mason, and his wife Mary of Littleton; Elizabeth
Parker, and her husband Kevin of Greenfield; Edith Worcester, and her
husband Mark of Whitefield; Laura Mason, and husband Alan Green-
walt of Whitefield; Lynne Davis of Oneco, Conn.; and her youngest
daughter and long-time caregiver, Anne Mason of Winooski. Eleanor
is also survived by her one brother, Raymond Boudreau, and his wife
Gerri, of Wrentham, Mass., and one sister-in-law, Anna Mason, of
Harvard, Mass. Additionally, she is survived by 13 grandchildren, 20
great-grandchildren and numerous nieces and nephews.

A Mass of Christian Burial was held private at 11 a.m. on Thursday,
Oct. 15 at the St. Matthew’s Catholic Church, Whitefield, N.H., with
Father Matthew Schultz officiating. Burial followed at the Park Street
Cemetery. A Celebration of Life will be held in 2021. To offer your
condolences to the family please visit www.rossfuneral.com.

Jean B. (Congdon) Doolan

Jean B. (Congdon) Doolan, 84, of Brentwood, N.H., and long-
time resident of Littleton, N.H., passed away on Oct. 4, 2020.
Jean was born to parents Clarence (Curly) Congdon and Esther
V. (Rines) Congdon on Dec. 31, 1935. Many in the Littleton area
remember her from the “Globe” (a pre-Walmart era dept. store)
where she worked for many years as an assistant manager. She
loved bingo, puzzles, and the music of Roy Orbison and Dick
Curless. As well as Curless, she was
lucky enough to meet legendary county
star Buck Owens.

Jean graduated from Canaan Vermont
High School in 1954 and was a league
basketball champ in her junior and senior
school year. On Sept. 15, 2012, she and
27 others were inducted into the Orle-
ans and Northern Essex Athletic Hall of
Fame. She was also a Majorette.

After graduation Jean moved to Lan-
caster, N.H., to continue her nursing ca-
reer at Weeks Medical Center. In 1958
she married Ralph “Buster” Doolan Jr. of Lancaster, N.H., who
predeceased her in 2018. She had five children, eight grandchil-
dren, and three great-grandchildren (one on the way).

In 1989 she and her husband Ralph founded the Sawlog Bulle-
tin magazine, an international business journal for timber harvest-
ers; it quickly became popular throughout Northeastern U.S. and
Eastern Canada and is a well-respected and thriving publication
today.

Jean and Ralph were active in politics contributing to and
working on many campaigns.

She is survived by two brothers: Robert Congdon and wife
Brenda of Clinton Township, Mich., and Terry Congdon of Chel-
sea, Mass.; children: Vicki Kroll and husband Ronald of Hudson,
Fla., Carol Thalin and husband George of Candia, N.H., Mike
Doolan and wife Debbie of Dunbarton, N.H., Terri May and
husband Mike of Rochester, N.H., Debbie Couture and husband
Gerry of Epping, N.H.; grandchildren: Alex Doolan of Little-
ton, N.H., Trevor Thalin of Candia, N.H., Michaela Devoe and
husband Tyler of Dunbarton, N.H., Keegan Doolan and Fiancé
Alyssa of Arizona, and Reed Doolan of Arizona, Dillan Couture
of Ore., and Brett Couture of Epping, N.H.; great-grandchildren:
Brylen and Cormack Devoe of Dunbarton, N.H., and Michael
Doolan, Arizona. She is predeceased by grandson Kevin Forest
Clark of Littleton, N.H.

A celebration of life will be held at the McIntire School build-
ing in Whitefield, N.H., on Oct. 24. The family has requested in
lieu of flowers, that donations be made in Jean’s memory to the
High Pointe House, 360 North Ave., Haverhill, MA 01830.

Brewitt Funeral Service & Crematory, 2 Epping St. On the
Common, Raymond, N.H., will oversee funeral arrangements.

Jean Doolan

Gale Clark

Gale Clark 82, of Bedford, Pa., died Saturday, October 3, 2020 at
UPMC Bedford Memorial Hospital. He was born on Aug. 19, 1938, in
Bedford, Pa, a son of the late Hulbert and Irene (Diehl) Clark. On Sept.
30, 1981 in Whitefield, N.H., he married Susan (Watkins) Clark who
preceded him in death on Feb. 21, 2007. He served in the US Navy.
He lived many years in Whitefield, N.H., and worked for the NH State
Liquor Outlet.

He is survived by two daughters: Tina Clark, of Bedford, and Tonya
Clark, of Philadelphia; a son, Robert Clark and wife Julie, of Schell-
sburg; and two grandchildren: Laura Clark, of Pittsburgh, and Corey
Clark, of Philadelphia. He was preceded in death by a daughter, Doro-
thy Jane Clark, and a brother, Kenneth Clark.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be held on Monday, Oct. 19, 2 p.m.,
at the St. Matthews Catholic church in Whitefield, N.H., with burial to
follow at the Park Street Cemetery. To offer your condolences to the
family please visit www.rossfuneral.com.
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... Second, there is the fact that this has been dubbed the first crime
mystery of the social media age.”

As for the spot along Route 112, McDonald said it is “a place of
great significance for countless others who have learned of her life
and taken an intense interest in the mystery of her disappearance. It is
without a doubt a historic place as it was the location of a historically
significant event.”

Once a request for a historical marker is submitted, it typically takes
several months for the committee at the DHR to make a decision and
that decision will probably come some time in the spring, said Murray.

“Based on my most recent conversation with the land owners, they
still intend to cut down the tree,” she said. “My family remains pre-
pared to do whatever is necessary to save the tree, to include our offers
to purchase or lease the property from the current landowner.”

If those negotiations are not successful and a historical marker is
ultimately approved, Murray said the marker would likely be installed
some time in 2021.

With no grave to visit or ashes to scatter, Murray said the spot where
her sister disappeared has become a sacred place for her family and
serves as a symbol to remember and honor Maura.

In her family’s letter to the DHR asking for a marker, she said Mau-
ra’s disappearance not only forever changed the course of her fami-
ly’s history, but also had profound and reverberating effects on New
Hampshire, including on the state’s residents, visitors, public officials,
and all branches of state government. She thanked everyone who has
supported the effort for permanent recognition.

Broadband Projects Would Benefit From
Proposed Deadline Extension

Ifthere’s one thing the coronavirus pandemic made clear, it’s that the
North Country has serious gaps in high-speed Internet and is in need
of better broadband infrastructure for the growing number of people
working from home and the children learning from home.

In March, federal money was made available to states through the
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act, and
a portion of that money was earmarked for improving and expanding
broadband.

The challenge, especially for northern New Hampshire, which
doesn’t have many broadband projects that are shovel ready and where
many efforts are in the beginning stages, is that the money under the
current deadline has to be expended by Dec. 15.

Now, though, with bipartisan legislation in the United States Con-
gress, that deadline could be extended one whole year, through 2021,
U.S. Sen. Maggie Hassan, D-NH, said during a virtual meeting on
Thursday involving town officials and Internet providers across the
state.

“That would be tremendous for a lot of our towns,” Linda Lauer, of
Bath, chair of the Grafton County Commission, said after the meeting.

Grafton County recently established a county broadband committee
to explore options and long-term solutions for improving service and
filling gaps.

Many Grafton County towns have made steps in the right direction,
but just can’t complete projects before the current 2020 deadline, said
Lauer.

“This opens up opportunities for some towns,” she said of an ex-
tension.

One town to benefit is Haverhill, whose village of Woodsville and
other areas have dead zones with no service or poor service.

An effort is advancing to build a mesh network through multiple
antennas that would be hosted by Woodsville businesses, organizations
or residents, who would donate bandwidth in exchange for technical
service or promotion.

Hassan’s virtual roundtable on the importance of federal funding for
broadband expansion in the Granite State included Nicholas Coates,
town administrator for Bristol; Rob Koester, senior vice-president of
consumer product management with Consolidated Communications;

Carole Monroe, CEO of ValleyNet; and Chris Rand, vice-president and
chief strategy officer with Granite State Communications.

Under the CARES ACT, New Hampshire received $1.25 billion to
support the state’s response to COVID-19 and some of that money has
been used to fund broadband infrastructure projects.

“The common theme most of us are hearing around the country is
the deadline is a big impediment,” said Hassan.

Hassan is working with U.S. Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-IA, to expand
the current year-end deadline for states to use the CARES Act money.

The money, she said, is vital to build out broadband services to
improve remote learning opportunities as well as tele-work and tele-
health.

“One of the things we’ve talked about in the past is the importance
of broadband and the gaps in access that we have in New Hampshire,
but it has never been as clear as it is now,” said Hassan. “Broadband is

not just a luxury, it is a necessity.”

There are stories of children having to go to a school parking for
Internet service in order to complete school work, she said.

A deadline extension would be fantastic because some areas being
reached for broadband now are the most difficult, said Rand.

The places with no access at all are generally very rural and very
high cost, said Koester.

Affordability is also an issue for low-income families and it will
need to be addressed, said Rand.

And efforts need to ensure that projects are building for the long
haul, said Monroe. “Certainly, the workforce is moving to New Hamp-
shire,” she said. “People are looking where to buy houses based on
connectivity.” The proposed Dec. 31, 2021 deadline that would extend
the current deadline by a little more than a year will probably go to a
Senate vote after the Nov. 3 election.
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UROLOGIST - Russell Sarver, MD

is practicing at North Country Hospital in Newport
and is seeing patients full time.

You may have seen Dr. Sarver at Weeks Medical
Center, Central Vermont Medical Center, Littleton
Regional Hospital or NVRH and he invites you to
visit him now at North Country Hospital in Newport,
Vermont.

For more information please call:

(802) 334-3500

A. North Country Hospital

Ly, \\here caring runs deep.

www.northcountryhospital.org

for
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PEDIATRIC
UROLOGY

ejuabepy ueid

xoe|g



T 10

ejuabepy uein

oelg

THE RECORD

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2020

Election 2020

STATE SENATE DISTRICT ONE

Sue Ford
Democrat

Sue Ford, D-Easton, is a four state representa-
tive and a retired teacher and school administrator.

She chairs the House’s Finance Division II
Committee, which oversees the budgets of the de-
partments of Safety, Fish and Game, Transporta-
tion, and Education.

How do you see the role of a senator head-
ing into the next session being impacted by the
fallout from the pandemic? What should your
legislative priorities be in the next session.

The pandemic has shown us that we need to
think of health insurance in a different way. It’s no
longer enough to know that I have insurance - my
neighbor and community also need to have afford-
able insurance so we can stay healthy and protect
each other. Depending on the result of the SCO-
TUS decision this may become a New Hampshire
issue. If 20 million people lose insurance, we're all
in trouble. Our NH residents need good affordable
insurance. We cannot allow people to go bankrupt
when they need health care.

How would you categorize your understand-
ing of what people in your district desire from
their senator? Upon what are you basing the as-
sessment? What would you say are the top three
priorities the greatest number of people in the
district have for you as their senator?

I"ve spent time calling and listening to the issues.
I also have a Facebook page and a website where
people can leave comments. [ have also attended
several outdoor, masks on and socially distanced
events. The three issues in Senate District #1 that
rise to the top are health care, broadband/cell phone
service and the inequities in educational funding.

Define “effective legislator.”

An effective legislator is someone who listens
and supports her constituents. An effective legisla-
tor stands up for her district and makes those needs
known in Concord.

Does the state budget need cutting or an in-
flux of additional revenue? If cuts are needed,
where are the areas to consider? If more reve-
nue is needed, what would spend it on and what
tax or fee increases should be considered to pay
for it.

I have been the chair of the House Finance
Committee Division II and can state that there is
not enough money to fund the state needs. Besides
the adequacy money to local school districts we
also need to fund the Department of Transportation
to build out our infrastructure and provide the de-
partment with the equipment and resources to keep

L us safe, especially in the winter. We looked at the

District One encompasses all towns in Coos County as well as Littleton, Bethlehem, Franconia,

Easton, Sugar Hill, Lisbon, Landaff, Lyman, and Monroe in northern Grafton County.

revenue stream last session and there are loopholes
that can be adjusted to bring in more revenue.

Would you support legislation to implement
a state income tax, a sales tax, or an increase in
the business taxes?

No.

In the state’s education system, is the greater
concern in the funding or in the equity of educa-
tional services? Which approach do you recom-
mend for addressing this area of concern?

Before we address this issue, we need to know
what the recommendations are from the Commis-
sion that has been examining state funding this fall
and the court’s decision on the Con-Val court case
that was recently heard by the NH Supreme Court.
Once we know what the requirements are from the
court and the Commission the House and Senate
will need to put these recommendations into prac-
tice.

What is your assessment of the state’s effort
to address climate concerns? How do you strike
a balance between taking significant action vs.
the possibility that people — especially those in
rural areas — could be harshly impacted finan-
cially by those actions?

New Hampshire has done extraordinarily little
to address climate change. Every attempt to move
toward clean energy has been vetoed by the current
Governor. Moving toward wind and solar power
could bring new jobs to the north country and also
help the environment.

What, if any, additional firearms laws do you
think are necessary in New Hampshire?

See Ford, Page 11

Erin Hennessey
Republican

Erin Hennessey, R-Littleton, is a three-term
state representative and a certified public accoun-
tant.

She serves on the House’s Finance Division I1I
Committee, which oversees the budget of the De-
partment of Health and Human Services and deals
with health and social issues.

How do you see the role of a senator head-
ing into the next session being impacted by the
fallout from the pandemic? What should your
legislative priorities be in the next session?

As a Senator, my pandemic recovery priorities
would be to help those affected most — schools and
our kids, our North Country small businesses, and
our residents looking to get back to work. I will
help ensure our schools have the resources they
need to reopen fully and stay open. I will work
to prevent business tax hikes from taking effect
(let’s not kick our small businesses while they are
down). And, I will help ensure individuals have
the resources they need to find a job and safely
get back to work, including continuing to expand
broadband throughout the North Country and
continuing to help our childcare providers reopen
their doors.

How would you categorize your understand-
ing of what people in your district desire from
their senator? Upon what are you basing that
assessment? What would you say are the top
three priorities the greatest number of people
in the district have for you as their senator?

As I travel the North Country campaigning, I
am still learning daily what people in District 1 are
looking for in their State Senator. The most com-
mon theme about their desires — show up. People
feel very strongly that you cannot properly rep-
resent them in Concord unless you take the time
to go to their meetings and hear their concerns.
And, their three greatest concerns right now are all
pandemic related. They are looking for policies to
help get kids back to school safely and full time, to
reopen the economy and get back to work, and to
ensure we do not tax our way to recovery includ-
ing property taxes, income taxes, and sales taxes.

Define “effective legislator.”

An effective legislator is someone who advo-
cates for her constituents. Most of this is done out-
side of the Senate Chambers. To effectively serve
Senate District 1, I would continue to travel the
district from Thornton, to Monroe, to Pittsburg,
and all places in-between. This means attending
select board meetings, school board meetings, an-
niversary celebrations, etc. One cannot understand

the diverse needs of this large district without
getting to know the people in it and their needs.
An effective legislator also works with members
from both sides of the aisle to pass legislation that
is needed for the North Country.

Does the state budget need cutting or an in-
flux of additional revenue? If cuts are needed,
where are the areas to consider? If more reve-
nue is needed, what would you spend it on and
what tax or fee increases should be considered
to pay for it?

The Governor has done a great job in cutting
spending during this crisis. The hiring freeze will
most likely have to continue through the first year
of the next budget to keep spending lower. High-
er taxes and fees will only hinder NH’s economic
recovery. In order to recover and grow, NH needs
strong economic policies — low business taxes, no
sales tax, and no capital gains taxes.

Would you support legislation to implement
a state income tax, a sales tax, or an increase in
the business taxes?

No, I have not and I will not support a state in-
come tax, a sales tax, or an increase in the busi-
ness taxes. Nor will I support legislation framed
as something else that requires a mandatory tax on
wages.

In the state’s education system, is the greater
concern in the funding or in the equity of ed-
ucation services? Which approach do you rec-
ommend for addressing this area of concern?

I’ve strongly supported the return of stabiliza-
tion grants, school building aid, and adding sig-

See Hennessey, Page 11
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nificant resources for education. We need to continue to increase ed-
ucation funding and options to meet the needs of all of our students
— equity and funding usually go hand-in-hand.

What is your assessment of the state’s efforts to address cli-
mate concerns? How do you strike a balance between taking sig-
nificant action vs. the possibility that people — especially those
in rural areas — could be harshly impacted financially by those
actions?

The state’s efforts to help address climate change concerns have
been hampered by partisan behavior that doesn’t help anything. We
need to start with compromise legislation when it comes to expanded
net-metering. We need to reconsider our biomass plants that help sup-
port the healthy growth of our NH forests which in turn help prevent
forest fires. But with any action we take, we need to ensure the cost is
not passed onto our NH ratepayers.

What, if any, additional firearms laws do you think are neces-
sary in New Hampshire?

NH is one of the safest states in nation. Whether for hunting, recre-
ational shooting, or for those looking to defend their lives and loved
ones, I will continue to support Granite Staters’ 2nd amendment
rights and NH’s current laws.

What, if any, additional measures do you think are needed to
make schools safer?

It is important that our children have the best opportunities to suc-
ceed and we need to take all the necessary precautions to make sure
that our schools are as safe as possible. For many students, schools
weren’t a safe place even before COVID, and we need to work to
fix that. We need to continue to expand wrap-around mental health

Ford

Continued from Page 10

[ want to keep guns out of the schools. If you are in uniform and
as part of your job you carry a firearm, the children understand and
welcome you. Unknown people walking in with a gun in a holster just
terrorize our children...are you a “good” guy or a “bad” guy. Children
deserve a safe environment.

What, if any, additional measures do you think are needed to
make schools safer?

Safe from what...Covid-19? If that’s the safety issue, all schools
should be brought up to code for ventilation standards. I was a school
principal in 3 different schools in 2 different towns and never had good
ventilation in any school. I also want to make sure visitors are noticed
and allowed inside the school when recognized as having business in
the school. Right now, when a student starts a new school year, he or
she looks for a place to hide in every new classroom. That’s unaccept-
able and definitely won’t help with social distancing.

Where do you feel you differ from the other contender in in your
district and what makes you the candidate worthy of election?

I'have had a career in school administration and know what a school
budget should provide. I know the difference between needs and wants
and can support local districts accordingly. After 4 years on the Fi-
nance Committee I understand the NH state budget and governmental
processes and will legislate accordingly.

What are the top bills you intend to sponsor or co-sponsor?

['will be sponsoring or co-sponsoring bills to adjust the school fund-
ing formula and make that formula fairer for the North Country. I will
support a fair redistricting plan and vote against gerrymandering. De-
pending on the decision by SCOTUS I will be sponsoring legislation
to make sure our NH residents can afford health care and pre-existing
conditions are covered. I am also interested in supporting better broad-
band and cell phone service across the state and will be supporting
implementation in this area as well as oversight and accountability.
Currently there is no oversight when towns and individuals have prob-
lems.

services for our children. We need to expand the New Hampshire
Student Assistance Program to all schools in the state. We need to
continue to expand resources for school administrators and teachers
to identify the risk factors and patterns of suicidal behavior. With
more time being spent using technology in education and remote
learning we need to fully fund the Internet Crimes Against Children
Task Force to prevent cyber bullying and online child exploitation.
Just last week there was a story about an online classroom environ-
ment that was hacked with pornography - occurrences like these need
to be investigated and perpetrators arrested.

Where do you feel you differ from the other contender in your
district and what makes you the candidate worthy of election?

Rep. Ford and I agree on many things but we differ on several
important stances.

1) I consider any tax on wages an income tax. I cosponsored
SB730, an optional Paid Family Leave bill and voted against HB712.
Rep. Ford supports HB712 that mandates a .5% tax on income. Once
NH opens the door to one income tax, no matter what the purpose, the
rate will increase and other income taxes will follow. I will not open
the door to an income tax in NH.

2) Public Charter Schools are an important option for a child’s edu-
cation. Not every child thrives in traditional public schools. The North
Country public schools recognized this and started the North Country
Charter Academy years ago. Our public schools also refer students to
take courses online through VLACs. I voted to accept $46M of federal
funding to help expand these existing schools and create new public
charter schools in NH. Rep. Ford has voted against this many times.
Schools have changed so much just in the past decade. We need to
ensure we are open to educational options that meet all of our students’
needs — a bonus is if they help lower property taxes.

3) I have not and will not vote to raise business taxes. Raising busi-
ness taxes puts up barriers for businesses to expand or move to the
North Country, especially businesses with higher paying jobs that we
desperately need. Raising business taxes will hurt all of our North
Country small businesses. Especially in these pandemic times, NH
needs to create an environment for our businesses to grow and ex-
pand, not to kick them when they are down.

These reasons and my track record for constituent service and bi-
partisanship at the State House make me the right Senate candidate
for the North Country.

What are the top bills you intend to sponsor or co-sponsor?

Just a few of the bills I will happily sponsor include legislation
to prevent any business tax increases; to accept the $46M is federal
funds to expand public charter schools in NH; to add funds to the cap-
ital budget for the much needed expansion of White Mountain Com-
munity College programs and locations; to bring back the net-me-
tering compromise bill, the landfill siting bill, and the voluntary paid
family leave bill. Also, as always, I will work with my constituents to
bring forward legislation to help address their issues.
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Election 2020

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL DISTRICT ONE

Mike Cryans, of Hanover, and Joe Kenney, of Wakefield, are running for Executive Council
District 1, which serves all of Coos County and towns in northern Grafton County.

Mike Cryans
Democrat

Mike Cryans of Hanover defeated Kenney in
2018 after Kenney had served two full terms in the
Executive Council.

How do you see the role of an executive coun-
cilor being impacted by the fallout from the pan-
demic? What should your priorities be in the
next session?

The impact to so many individuals with unem-
ployment exploding from 500 cases per week pri-
or to COVID-19 to 119,000 in the following four
weeks (roughly 30,000 per week) as well as the
impact on restaurants, hotels and hospitality enter-
prises has created a dilemma in our state never seen
before. Helping these individuals and businesses
has been my number one priority. These priorities
will continue - helping those who have been hit
hard by COVID-19. The past seven months has
been like no other that the Executive Council has
had to deal with.

How would you categorize your under-
standing of what people in your district desire
from their councilor? Upon what are you bas-
ing that assessment? What would you say are
the top three priorities the greatest number
of people in the district have for you as their
councilor?

There is an axiom “the farther away from Con-
cord, the more people feel forgotten.” This means
residents expect strong constituent service because
the Councilor from District 1 is their connection
with Concord. My three top priorities are: (1) to
expand broadband service (2) open main streets/
businesses in a safe manner, and (3) open schools
safely for students and teachers.

Define “effective councilor” and “constituent

service.”

An effective Executive Councilor makes constit-
uent service a number one priority. A constituent de-
serves to be helped or to get an answer to their ques-
tion or issue(s). This position also opens doors that
many individuals are not able to, such as contacting
the Commissioner of a particular department that
relates to their concern.

Which specific economic development proj-
ects in the North Country have you helped ad-
vance and how?

This question could have been answered differ-
ently prior to March 13, but the biggest economic
development is helping businesses often on a one-
on-one basis to move forward with the many pro-
grams offered through the CARES Act as well as
the thousands of individuals relying on unemploy-

L ment benefits to survive. Many residents, before I

intervened, had gone for more than six weeks with-
out a check from Employment Security. I could feel
the stress and anguish they were experiencing, but
also the relief once they received their check.
‘What are some votes as a councilor that you
are proud of?

I am proud of the many Commissioners, Direc-
tors and Board members from District One who are
currently serving. It takes an extra sacrifice due to
the distance away from Concord, especially for the
volunteer Boards. The almost $1 billion for Med-
icaid and Medicare expansion, as well as the many
contracts that keep many of the non-profits doing
the admirable work they do day in and day out, all
passed through the Executive Council agenda.

What do you look for when voting to approve
the appointment of a commissioner or judge cit-
izens to board, commissions or state agencies?

Regarding Commissioners’ and judges, is the
person qualified and will they do an excellent job?
In addition, regarding the volunteer Boards and
Commissioners, will they attend the meetings and
be well prepared?

Where do you feel you differ from the other
contender in your district and what makes you
the candidate worthy of election?

Throughout my first term I have worked full-
time each and every day covering the 109 towns
and four cities in District 1, dealing with problems
and issues in this vast district with no regard to the
person’s political affiliation. I work equally for
Democrats and Republicans alike. I will continue
to work diligently on the behalf of the residents of
District 1 and I ask for your vote.

Joe Kenney
Republican

Joe Kenney, of Wakefield served two full terms
in the Executive Council after winning a special
election in March 2014 following the death of
longtime District 1 Councilor Ray Burton. He lost
to Cryans in 2018.

How do you see the role of an executive coun-
cilor being impacted by the fallout from the
pandemic? What should your priorities be in
the next session?

The loss of life and impact on our health care
workers and first responders has had a major im-
pact on all of us and of course it should for our
Executive Councilor. The state loss of revenue is
between $350 to $500 million from the pandemic.
Many restaurant and lodging businesses have shut
down temporary or permanently due the safety re-
strictions and the disincentive for tourists and fam-
ilies to travel and eat out. At the Council level, we
need to work with the Governor to restrain spend-
ing and to push out contracts that will help our
private and public sectors. We need to get people
back to work and to get them off of unemployment
to support their families, the business community
and our tax base. Further job training programs will
be needed for consideration and expansion. As in
the past, I will hit the road to visit businesses and
bring NH commissioners out of Concord to aid in
jump-starting our economy. The District 1 Coun-
cilor needs to communicate with the District on a
constant basis and to follow up with the needs of
the area. There needs to be an ongoing effort by the
Council to communicate updates on the status of
the pandemic and push out contracts through health
and human services for hospitals, health care clin-
ics, schools, first responders, and non-profits. There
are several priorities for the upcoming session that
need to be addressed to include: resources to sup-
port hard hit businesses, hospitals and schools. Ad-
ditionally, resources that are needed for the opioid
crisis, broadband expansion and infrastructure im-
provements.

How would you categorize your understand-
ing of what people in your district desire from
their councilor? Upon what are you basing that
assessment? What would you say are the top
three priorities the greatest number of people in
the district have for you as their councilor?

Citizens want access to their Executive Council-
or when in need, it’s that simple. No assessment
needed. Your Councilor has direct access to the NH
Governor and commissioners. There are very few
legislators in the North Country out of 424 but only
one Executive Councilor out of five in the state.

The North Country Executive Councilor has a lot
of say at the Governor’s table and it is by far the
most important Council seat in state government.
Your reputation and work ethic will carry one far
in Concord. While out of office, I helped people
with health care needs, flag requests, infrastructure
meetings, business request, regulatory questions
etc. In the past, I have set up office hours in the
North Country to allow people to ask questions
and concerns directly. I have been brought citizens
down to attend a Governor and Council Meetings.
have had five Executive Councilor meetings in the
District, also known as “the road show.” I estab-
lished and sent out reports after each Council meet-
ing to the towns and other leaders on the email list.
If the Councilor is seen and accessible, then other
citizens will become familiar with the office and
find their Councilor “approachable.” Many people
from other states are moving into New Hampshire
and they don’t know what an Executive Council-
or is, it is our responsibility to explain to them so
they can make the important connection to highest
level of state government. School and leadership
academy visits are a must to educate students and
young leaders on the Executive Council and I want
to bring back the Ray Burton Internship Program.
Citizens typically ask about social security, health
care and division of motor vehicle issues.
Define “effective councilor”
and “constituent service.”

To pen a phrase from one of my past constitu-
ents, “An effective Councilor has to be someone
who is “johnny-on-the-spot.” This was an attribute

See Kenney, Page 13
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that the former Executive Coun-
cilor Ray Burton had and I con-
tinued that tradition for five years
when [ was on the Council. An ef-
fective Councilor puts people first
and politics second and does their
darnedest to help that individual
out and not to forget the “little
guy.” The District 1 Council seat
should not be party driven, it’s
needs to be people driven. In the
past, I have told people this is not
my seat, but it’s yours, I am just
a facilitator to get things done. In
the end, to be effective Council-
or one needs to know how state
government works, the budget
process, state commissioner roles
and responsibilities, the issues
within the District, the demo-
graphic makeup, and see prob-
lems before they happen. Constit-
uent service is the ability to take
one’s knowledge of state govern-
ment and life experiences to help
a fellow citizen who is in need of
assistance to solve a problem. Of-
ten than not, the follow up is just
as important as the initial request,
so being persistent is a good con-
stituent service attribute. No ques-
tion should go unanswered.

Which specific economic de-
velopment projects in the North
Country have you helped ad-
vance and how?

I was the driving force to se-
cure funding to repair a red list-
ed bridge in West Stewartstown
near the Ethan Allen Company
that had been in bad conditions
for years. Received a Preser-
vation Achievement Award for
work. This bridge supports lo-
cal commerce and public safe-
ty. Brokered a road waiver with
Department of Transportation
and Rotobec USA to allow them
to expand their company off
of Brown Road in Groveton. It
brought dozens of new jobs to
the area. Supported Communi-
ty Development Block Grant to
expand Capone Ironworks into
Berlin, creating several new jobs
and provide further job training.
Worked with local, state and fed-
eral officials to secure funding
and to allow for disabled veteran
to acquire the Village Gun Shop
in Whitefield. Advanced water
& Sewage & Road projects in
Colebrook & Conway inside the
Ten Year Highway Improvement
Plan. Worked to secure funding
for Waumbek Methna Snowmo-
bile Club trail bridge in Jefferson.

See Kenney, Page 22
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GRAFTON HOUSE DISTRICT 1

Linda Massimilla
Democrat

Rep. Linda Massimilla, D-Littleton, is a four-
term state representative who serves on the
House’s Committee on State-Federal Relations
and Veterans Affairs.

How do you see the role of a legislator
heading into the next session being impact-
ed by the fallout from the pandemic? What
should your legislative priorities be in the
next session?

We have to figure out how to make hearings
more inclusive for the public and house sessions
more feasible and frequent so we can do the
people’s business more efficiently during the
pandemic.

How would you categorize your under-
standing of what people in your district de-
sire from their legislator? Upon what are you
basing that assessment? What would you say
are the top three priorities the greatest num-
ber of people in the district have for you as
their legislator?

From constituent feedback I find that people
are concerned about what resources are avail-
able to get them through this epidemic, the need

Sally Sherrard
Democrat

Democrat Sally Sherrard of Littleton is seeking
her first term.

How do you see the role of a legislator head-
ing into the next session being impacted by the
fallout from the pandemic? What should your
legislative priorities be in the next session?

My role as a legislator in this pandemic would be
to urge the leadership to have fewer in person ses-
sions and more video conferences. My legislative
priorities will include, access to affordable health-
care, increase in the minimum wage, quality child-
care and early childhood education, all provided by
qualified licensed professionals

How would you categorize your understand-
ing of what people in your district desire from
their legislator? Upon what are you basing that
assessment? What would you say are the top
three priorities the greatest number of people in
the district have for you as their legislator?

[ will address my understanding of my constitu-
ents’ needs by casting my vote based on how they
have explained their views on the issues in ques-
tion. I am basing my knowledge on their needs

L fiom listening to the views presented at town meet-

The two-seat Grafton-1 district represents Littleton and Bethlehem.

to expand broadband access for education and
business use as well as health care and the econ-
omy.

Define “effective legislator.”

See Massimilla, Page 20

ings, reading articles in the local media and being
receptive to my constituents concerns. The top three
priorities are listed above in question one. One other
concern would be to keep the performing arts active

See Sherrard, Page 20

Calvin Beaulier
Republican

Republican Calvin Beaulier holds a law degree
and works remotely for a Century 21 franchise in
Houston, Texas, that is owned by his mother and
called Century 21 Realty Partners. He is also an
independent New Hampshire real estate broker
doing business in the Granite State as Freestead
Realty.

How do you see the role of a legislator head-
ing into the next session being impacted by the
fallout from the pandemic? What should your
legislative priorities be in the next session?

We are facing a generational challenge to our
way of life and future. The legislature’s number
one priority heading into 2021 should be recovery
from the pandemic and the economic fallout. We
have to rebuild our economy to help families and
small businesses trying to recover. Tax hikes like
the ones Governor Sununu rightfully vetoed these
past two years will only make it worse. Instead we
need a responsible budget and good business en-
vironment. If we don’t get this right our economy
is toast. My top priorities will be to help Governor
Sununu and any other elected official oppose tax
hikes and help rebuild our economy.

Joseph DePalma IV
Republican

Republican Joseph DePalma IV is a 2019
graduate of Littleton High School and a business
administration major and professional sales stu-
dent at Plymouth State University.

How do you see the role of a legislator head-
ing into the next session being impacted by the
fallout from the pandemic? What should your
legislative priorities be in the next session?

In the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic the
role of a legislator will remain the same but will
become increasingly challenging as we navigate
the complexities of completely reopening our
state’s economy. In the next session our legisla-
tive priorities should be to completely reopen our
state’s economy responsibly, aid our state’s busi-
nesses that our struggling to make ends meet in
the midst of this crisis, resist efforts by the Dem-
ocratic party to create broad-based income and
sales taxes in our state, and find fiscally respon-
sible ways to reduce the property tax burden that
localized school funding places on taxpayers.

How would you categorize your under-
standing of what people in your district desire
from their legislator? Upon what are you bas-

How would you categorize your understand-
ing of what people in your district desire from
their legislator? Upon what are you basing that
assessment? What would you say are the top

See Beaulier, Page 21

ing that assessment? What would you say are
the top three priorities the greatest number
of people in the district have for you as their
legislator?

See DePalma, Page 21
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GRAFTON HOUSE DISTRICT 3

The Grafton-3 House district represents towns that include Bath, Benton, Easton, Landaff, Orford, Piermont and Warren

Denny Ruprecht
Democrat

Currently serving in the Grafton-15 House seat,
first-term Rep. Denny Ruprecht, D-Landaff, is
secking a second term in the state house.

How do you see the role of a legislator head-
ing into the next session being impacted by the
fallout from the pandemic? What should your
legislative priorities be in the next session?

From a practical perspective, our role is impact-
ed in many ways. The logistical complications of
meeting safely have been resolved by House ses-
sions being held at the UNH Whittemore Center
in Durham, rather than in Representatives Hall at
the State House in Concord. I anticipate that this ar-
rangement will continue for the foreseeable future.

My legislative priorities are focused on rebuild-
ing our economy and protecting public health. Our
pandemic-induced recession will mean that the
state will have some serious financial issues com-
ing down the pike, not to mention the economic
hardships felt by so many of us, but we can’t aban-

don our commitment to maintaining the health and
well-being of Granite Staters. The role of any legis-
lator heading into the next session will be to careful-

See Ruprecht, Page 23

Wes Chapmon
Republican

Republican Wes Chapmon, of Bath, is a musi-
cian and owner of recording studio Studio Bohemo.

How do you see the role of a legislator head-
ing into the next session being impacted by the
fallout from the pandemic? What should your
legislative priorities be in the next session?

Legislative duties do not change in an emergen-
cy. We still have the same fundamental responsibil-
ities in honoring our oaths and upholding the rule of
law by defending the Constitutions of the State of
New Hampshire and the United States. Of course,
Covid-19 and the states response to it and the laws
regarding the states response to it will be at the top
of everyone’s list. This will definitely predominate
the legislative docket for some time and our chief
responsibility is fidelity to the Constitution to make
sure that the states’ response in times of trouble is
both appropriate and constitutional.

Does the state budget need cutting or an influx
of additional revenue? If cuts are needed, where

Some responses were edit-
ed for length. For complete
candidates’ responses visit
www.caledonianrecord.com

are the areas to consider? If more revenue is
needed, what would you spend it on and what tax
or fee increases should be considered to pay for it?

See Chapmon, Page 23

Evelyn Merrick
Democrat

Democrat Evalyn Merrick, of Lancaster, who
previously served as a state representative repre-
senting the Lancaster area, is challenging incum-
bent state Rep. Kevin Craig, R-Lancaster, who is
seeking a second term.

How do you see the role of a legislator head-
ing into the next session being impacted by the

fallout from the pandemic? What should your
legislative priorities be in the next session?

As a member of the Legislature, I will help to
mitigate the impact of the pandemic, which will
be a priority, by recognizing the financial, personal
and medical challenges we all face, the loss of jobs,
health care, safe access to public services, impact
on schools, students, teachers and families. One of
the major economic fallouts from the pandemic and
high unemployment rates are mental health care
challenges. I will work with the federal delegation,
as well as state agencies, to advocate for resources
for the people and businesses in the North Coun-

COOS HOUSE DISTRICT 4

The one-seat Coos-4 House District represents Dalton and Lancaster.

try most in need. I will work to assure the funds
from the BEA, and from COVID federal funds,
carmarked for rural NH, which will help jump-start

See Merrick, Page 19

Kevin Craig
Republican

Incumbent state Rep. Kevin Craig, R-Lancaster,
who is seeking a second term, is being challenged
by Democrat Evalyn Merrick, of Lancaster, who
previously served as a state representative repre-
senting the Lancaster area.

How do you see the role of a legislator head-
ing into the next session being impacted by the
fallout from the pandemic? What should your
legislative priorities be in the next session?

The worst fallout from the pandemic (aside
from the lives lost, of course) is the loss of jobs and
businesses. It will be difficult to quantify other sec-
ondary effects, such as suicides, drug and alcohol
abuse, and property crime that is driven by either
desperation or opportunism.

I will be looking at refining the authority of the
Executive Branch to issue emergency orders, so
that they can only be universal in nature and not
targeted by sector, and cannot be extended without
legislative approval.

Some responses were edit-
ed for length. For complete
candidates’ responses visit
www.caledonianrecord.com

Even when the governor is of my own party, un-
checked executive power is a threat to liberty.
How would you categorize your understand-

See Craig, Page 19
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Edith Tucker
Democrat

Rep. Edith Tucker, D-Randolph, a North Coun-
try newspaper reporter, is seeking a second term.

How do you see the role of a legislator head-
ing into the next session being impacted by the
fallout from the pandemic? What should your
legislative priorities be in the next session?

The economic fallout from COVID-19 will cer-
tainly be very great, especially in tourist-dependent
Cods 5. Priorities are to help mitigate the harm to
our small businesses as well as students and schools
and improving high-speed internet access for both
remote learners and at-home workers.

How would you categorize your understand-
ing of what people in your district desire from
their legislator? Upon what are you basing that
assessment? What would you say are the top
three priorities the greatest number of people in
the district have for you as their legislator?

I mailed a letter to 10% of my constituents 6
weeks ago, asking them to tell me their areas of

COOS HOUSE DISTRICT 5

The Coos-5 House District covers Carroll, Jefferson, Randolph and Whitefield

“greatest concern.” Replies indicate:
a. parents of K-12 students want increased state
aid for area SAUSs to ensure their children do not fall

See Tucker, Page 17

John Greer
Republican

Republican John Greer, of Carroll, has worked in
the aluminum can industry for 40 years.

How do you see the role of a legislator head-
ing into the next session being impacted by the
fallout from the pandemic? What should your
legislative priorities be in the next session?

Initially, we were told they were locking down
the economy for 2 weeks to keep the hospitals from
being swamped. But 8 months in (as of October 6),
there are 20 hospitalizations in the entire state of NH
due to Covid (NH Department of Health and Hu-
man Services). The CDC reports people under 70
have a 99.5% chance of survival. Obviously, peo-
ple in high risk groups need to be protected. But if
elected, I will not be throwing roadblocks on top of
what NH residents have had to deal with so far due
to the Covid reaction. In past infectious outbreaks,
we protected people at risk. One has to wonder why
this time we are shutting down the economy and
locking up the healthy? The reaction to the disease

Some responses were edit-
ed for length. For complete
candidates’ responses visit
www.caledonianrecord.com

may prove to be worse than the disease itself. My
legislative priority is to protect the vulnerable, but
get the economy moving.

See Greer, Page 17

The Coos-7 House seat represents Carroll, Dalton, Jefferson, Lancaster, Northumberland, Stark, and Whitefield.

Gregor Stocks
Democrat

Gregor Stocks is a Democrat and software engi-
neer from Jefferson.

How do you see the role of a legislator head-
ing into the next session being impacted by the
fallout from the pandemic? What should your
legislative priorities be in the next session?

I'm optimistic that we’ll have a widely-distrib-
uted vaccine or effective treatment for COVID by
January, and the legislature will be able to prioritize
long-term issues like rural broadband, education
funding, and campaign finance reform. But we
can’t be sure of that, and it may be that we’ll have to
keep focusing on harm reduction - on keeping our
kids and seniors safe with proper ventilation and
PPE, and on giving our small businesses support so
they can survive the crisis.

How would you categorize your understand-
ing of what people in your district desire from
their legislator? Upon what are you basing that

L assessment? What would you say are the top

COOS HOUSE DISTRICT 7

three priorities the greatest number of people in
the district have for you as their legislator?
The topics that come up over and over again

See Stocks, Page 17

Troy Merner
Republican

State Rep. Troy Merner, R-Lancaster, a retired
from the steel industry and member of a several
North Country economic development groups, is
seeking second term in the Coos-7 House district.

How do you see the role of a legislator head-
ing into the next session being impacted by the
fallout from the pandemic? What should your
legislative priorities be in the next session?

The next biennium budget will be taking up the
first of the year and we will have to look at all the
different priorities for the state for the next budget
make sure we are still maintaining the level of ser-
vices that the state provides.

How would you categorize your understand-
ing of what people in your district desire from
their legislator? Upon what are you basing that
assessment? What would you say are the top
three priorities the greatest number of people in
the district have for you as their legislator?

Being accessible for the constituents. Wheth-

Some responses were edit-
ed for length. For complete
candidates’ responses visit
www.caledonianrecord.com

er by email or phone, I receive a lot of calls over
the 11 towns that I represent about the pandemic.
The number one priority has been broadband. I've

See Merner, Page 17
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Stocks

Continued from Page 16

when I speak to citizens of my district are keeping
our citizens safe from COVID, protecting Second
Amendment rights, and preserving the natural beau-
ty that is the backbone of the modern economy of
Coos.

Does the state budget need cutting or an in-
flux of additional revenue? If cuts are needed,
where are the areas to consider? If more revenue
is needed, what would you spend it on and what
tax or fee increases should be considered to pay
for it?

Fixing education funding has to involve raising

state revenue, though it would be offset by a reduc-
tion in local property taxes. Among the most prom-
ising sources for that revenue are the legalization
and taxation of marijuana, and rewriting the ade-
quacy formula so property-rich towns pay their fair
share of state property taxes.

‘Would you support legislation to implement a
state income tax, a sales tax, or an increase in the
business taxes?

Introducing a broad-based income or sales tax
would give up one of New Hampshire’s major com-
petitive advantages, and [ don’t believe either is nec-
essary at this time.

In the state’s education system, is the greater
concern in the funding or in the equity of edu-
cation services? Which approach do you recom-

mend for addressing this area of concern?

The overall level of education funding in New
Hampshire is above the national average, and stu-
dents in property-rich school districts have access to
a truly world-class education. But a higher propor-
tion of that funding comes through property taxes
than any other state, which means that districts with
lower property values face a double whammy of
underfunded schools and extremely high property
taxes. The state has a legal obligation to fund an ad-
equate education for all its students, and it should
meet that obligation.

What, if any, additional firearms laws do you

think are necessary in New Hampshire?

The Second Amendment protects an individual
right to bear arms. Restrictions on that right should

be rolled back, not expanded.
‘What are the top bills you intend to sponsor
or co-sponsor?

I look forward to cosponsoring the next round of
the good-government bills that have been vetoed in
recent sessions, such as HB1665 (establishing an
independent redistricting commission, so legisla-
tors can’t choose their voters) and SB156 (closing
the LLC loophole, which allows rich donors to ig-
nore limits on campaign donations). Eliminating
civil asset forfeiture, which allows law enforcement
to seize property without due process, is also high
on my list - Rep. Sylvia (R-Belknap 6) has been a
consistent advocate for this reform, and it will be an
honor to work with him on it if he’s re-elected.

Merner

Continued from Page 16

already filed an early bill co-sponsoring for broad-
band. Being involved in economic development
over the last 10 years, I've been making sure we
keep the advantage to keep bringing businesses in
and in our education to get the workers with the
skills to fill those positions.

Does the state budget need cutting or an in-
flux of additional revenue? If cuts are needed,
where are the areas to consider? If more revenue

is needed, what would you spend it on and what
tax or fee increases should be considered to pay
for it?

There is no way to tell. We will be sitting with
revenues. They may be stimulus relief from the
federal government that would keep us on an even
keel and I would not support at this time raising any
taxes.

Would you support legislation to implement a
state income tax, a sales tax, or an increase in the
business taxes?

No, I would not.

In the state’s education system, is the greater

concern in the funding or in the equity of edu-
cation services? Which approach do you recom-
mend for addressing this area of concern?

There is a pending ruling in the Supreme Court
on this issue. It would have to be brought up after
that decision is made.

What, if any, additional firearms laws do you
think are necessary in New Hampshire?

None.

Where do you feel you differ from the other
contender in your district and what makes you
the candidate worthy of election?

My involvement in the community. I’ve been on

many boards. I am a trustee for the charter school. I
have never seen my opponent ever in the communi-
ty and I don’t even know what he stands for.
‘What are the top bills you intend to sponsor
or co-sponsor?

A broadband bill, which is already been filed and
a net metering bill, which is important to the North
Country. Also, going to work with the biomass
plants that are all shut down to try to put something
together for them. Those are just the bills I'm work-
ing on my committee. I will cosponsor other bills
and other committees as they come up.

Tucker

Continued from Page 16

behind academically

b. a return to political civility, with lawmakers
working across party lines for the common good,
and

¢. more job opportunities for high school and col-
lege graduates who want to remain in CoGs.

Does the state budget need cutting or an in-
flux of additional revenue? If cuts are needed,
where are the areas to consider? If more revenue
is needed, what would you spend it on and what
tax or fee increases should be considered to pay
for it?

At the time of this writing, it’s too soon to know
whether the state will receive enough federal aid,

similar to CARES Act monies, to make up for rev-
enue shortfalls. I don’t expect to favor any new fees
or taxes, and I’ll fight against cuts to Cods.

Would you support legislation to implement a
state income tax, a sales tax, or an increase in the
business taxes?

I would not vote for either an income or a sales
tax or business tax increases. As always, the two-
year budget must be balanced.

In the state’s education system, is the greater
concern in the funding or in the equity of edu-
cation services? Which approach do you recom-
mend for addressing this area of concern?

The blue-ribbon commission now studying how
N.H.’s public education equity and funding issues
are intertwined will surely recommend funding
changes. Finding out which changes the public

would support will involve debate, discussion, and
input that could lead to a specific & carefully ham-
mered-out bipartisan solution.

What, if any, additional firearms laws do you

think are necessary in New Hampshire?

We must enforce laws now on the books and
strengthen background checks. I support the Second
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution that secures
the “right of the people to keep and bear arms.”

Where do you feel you differ from the other
contender in your district and what makes you
the candidate worthy of election?

I’ve spent 25 years as a local reporter. That ex-
perience gives me a deep understanding of Cods’
challenges and opportunities, its citizens’ resilience,
and its great beauty. I've served 2 terms representing
Coos 5, so that I've “learned the ropes” is a definite

advantage.
‘What are the top bills you intend to sponsor
or co-sponsor?

If re-elected, I will work collaboratively with
other CoGs reps to cosponsor a bill to prohibit new
landfills from being sited within 2 miles of state
parks, such as Forest Lake, but without including
the Appalachian Trail. I will cosponsor a bill (sim-
ilar to HB 1160) to allow municipalities the option
of voting to enact a local Room:s tax, using proceeds
to help pat costs of hosting hospitality venues. I will
sponsor a bill to study whether an adequate portion
of the dollars N.H. receives each year from the To-
bacco Settlement is being spent on effective youth
smoking prevention programs, designed to reduce
future health costs. Most Settlement monies go into
the General Fund.\

Greer

Continued from Page 16

How would you categorize your understand-
ing of what people in your district desire from
their legislator? Upon what are you basing that
assessment? What would you say are the top
three priorities the greatest number of people in
the district have for you as their legislator?

My priorities are clear in all my promotional ma-
terial: maintaining the NH advantage through low
taxes, low regulation and personal liberty. If elected,
I will have confirmation that this is the course the
voters want me to follow. NH is in danger of be-
coming just another high tax, highly regulated state.
There is just one man keeping this nightmare from
unfolding. The Governor. [ intend to help him to
keep the Free State...FREE.

Would you support legislation to implement
a state income tax, a sales tax, or an increase in
the business taxes?

NO!

In the state’s education system, is the greater
concern in the funding or in the equity of edu-
cation services? Which approach do you recom-
mend for addressing this area of concern?

My number one concern is what is best for the
children. Unfortunately, many states have failing
schools where the students pay the price. This is not
the case in NH. So, my hat is off to our educators.
On the other hand, fairness and cost are important
too. One problem that makes inequity an issue is
the gargantuan size of taxes going to support our
schools. We should focus on technology to lower
educational costs. Improving the North County in-
ternet infrastructure will be key here as well. Letting
costs continue to skyrocket will start to force people

out of their homes and harm housing affordability.
That’s not fair either! Technology is lowering costs
at a staggering pace across our economy. This trend
will pick up faster as artificial intelligence improves.
We need to ensure students get the best education
possible at the lowest cost...with the emphasis on
educational quality.

What, if any, additional firearms laws do you

think are necessary in New Hampshire?

NONE

Where do you feel you differ from the other
contender in your district and what makes you
the candidate worthy of election?

The purpose of my candidacy is to give voters a
choice. My opponent did not have a challenger two
years ago. Fortunately for the voters of Coos District
5, they now have a choice. The difference between
us could not be wider. If the voters want to pay an
income tax on wages and a capital gains tax, while

losing second amendment rights, she is the person
to vote for. Her voting record demonstrates she is
as passionate about taking these freedoms from NH
citizens as I am about protecting them. I will not
vote to raise taxes and will protect our God given
right to self-defense. The voters will decide which
approach is better for them by November 3rd.
What are the top bills you intend to sponsor
or co-sponsor?

The North County supports many tourist attrac-
tions and activities that generate untold millions to
the state budget. We support our State by providing
enhanced police presence, greater fire department
capabilities, ambulance services and robust trash re-
moval services that benefit the tourism industry. In
return we get little compensation from the State for
our increased costs. North Country towns should be
reimbursed for these higher costs out of the 9% tax
revenue on hotel rooms.
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Tim Egan
Democrat
Grafton 2

Two candidates are running for the one-seat Graf-
ton-2 House district, which represents Franconia,
Lisbon, Lyman, Monroe and Sugar Hill.

Seeking reelection to a second term is state Rep.
Timothy Egan, D-Sugar Hill, a television producer
and a professer at Northern Vermont University,
who is being challenged by Republican Robert Per-
aino, a retired physician from Franconia.

How do you see the role of a legislator head-
ing into the next session being impacted by the
fallout from the pandemic? What should your
legislative priorities be in the next session?

I think legislators will need to focus on improving
our health care systems and building up our econ-
omy:

1. Creating a better heath care system with trans-
parency for pricing, easier access to tele-medicine
and out placement services for mental health. Thus
improved broadband and college med-tech pro-
grams will go a long way to making those improve-
ments happen.

2. Be open minded in working with NH business-
es, educational institutions and agency heads to fig-
ure out how to create more revenue without creating
a statewide sales and income tax. Priorities would be
looking at recycling/redemption, adult use cannabis
or adjusting current use.

How would you categorize your understand-
ing of what people in your district desire from
their legislator? Upon what are you basing that
assessment? What would you say are the top
three priorities the greatest number of people in
the district have for you as their legislator?

My understanding; Very Good.

My assessment is based on the fact that I listen
to, talk with and visit all the towns in my district.
I communicate with select boards, school boards,
community groups, arts groups and business lead-
ers.

-Improving rural broadband

-Education funding for high school and colleges

-Preserving the environment

Define “effective legislator.”

An effective legislator is one that communicates
with constituents, understands a problem, does re-
search on the issue, communicates with fellow leg-
islators to determine if legislation is needed - then
takes action.

Does the state budget need cutting or an in-
flux of additional revenue? If cuts are needed,
where are the areas to consider? If more revenue
is needed, what would you spend it on and what
tax or fee increases should be considered to pay
for it?

The state can’t cut many more services without

1 causing issues - there is not enough funding for pub-

OTHER CANDIDATES

lic schools to help those with spe-
cial needs, not enough funding for
mental health care, not enough for
needed bridge repairs, not enough
wardens for Fish and Game to
provide safety or management to
hikers and AT Vers. So we need to
increase revenue to cover those
issues and others. We need should
increase fines for littering and il-
legal dumping, as well mandate
training courses for ATV riders,
especially requiring permits for
those under 17.

Would you support legisla-
tion to implement a state in-
come tax, a sales tax, or an in-
crease in the business taxes?

No on an Income tax. No on a statewide sales tax.
Open to excise taxes on certain product or services,
like alcohol, cigarettes, gaming or cannabis. The Tax
Triggers bill passed in the last House term is work-
ing just fine.

In the state’s education system, is the greater
concern in the funding or in the equity of edu-
cation services? Which approach do you recom-
mend for addressing this area of concern?

The funding is a concern, as the state needs to
work harder with our federal delegation to get in-
creased support for the mentally and physically
developmentally challenged. The lack of federal
support is causing our towns and school deep finan-
cial stress, especially on services for a vulnerable
population.

What is your assessment of the state’s efforts
to address climate concerns? How do you strike
a balance between taking significant action vs.
the possibility that people — especially those in
rural areas — could be harshly impacted finan-
cially by those actions?

By focusing on requiring clean water & clean
air, limiting landfills and expanding biomass or so-
lar power, those efforts will address climate change
AND keep the environment, that is maximized by
tourism, pristine but benefiting this in the rural areas
of NH.

What, if any, additional firearms laws do you

think are necessary in New Hampshire?

We should be banning access to high capacity
weapons and magazines. [ support sportsmen and
hunters, but you don’t need an assault rifle to shoot
a turkey.

‘What, if any, additional measures do you
think are needed to make schools safer?

Ban open carry or concealed carry in schools, un-
less approved by the school board as part of their
pubic safety plan that is devised in consultation with
local law enforcement.

Where do you feel you differ from the other
contenders in your district and what makes you
the candidate worthy of election?

I think what makes me worthy of election is that
my approach and perspective aligns with the ma-
jority of district voters. My practical sense to leg-

islative interaction, community
engagement and smart yet limited
government involvement, is what
people want. My district does not
want impolite ideologues with
tired rhetoric and lack of commu-
nity engagement like other con-
tenders in my district.
What are the top bills you
intend

to sponsor or co-sponsor?

Increasing fines for littering,
illegal dumping and poaching.
Supporting limitations on landfills
near state parks. Net-metering.
ATV training/safety requirements
when on riding club trails and es-
pecially town and state roads. Legalization of adult
use cannabis and regulation to build a new revenue
generating industry.

NOTE: Republican challenger Robert Peraino
did not respond to The Caledonian-Record’s candi-
date questionnaire.

Elaine French
Democrat
Grafton 14

Two candidates are running for the one-seat Graf-
ton-14 House district, which represents Bethlehem,
Franconia, Lisbon, Littleton, Lyman, Monroe, and
Sugar Hill.

Seeking reelection to a second term is state Rep.
Elaine French, D-Littleton, a retired teacher, who is
being challenged by Republican
Matthew Simon, of Littleton,
owner of Simon’s Market.

How do you see the role of a
legislator heading into the next
session being impacted by the
fallout from the pandemic?
What should your legislative
priorities be in the next session?

Two of the bills I sponsored
passed the House with bi-partisan
majority. The Senate laid both on
the table due to the pandemic.

HB 1319 sought to put a 2
mile buffer zone around all NH
State Parks to protect them from
the siting of new solid waste fa-
cilities. We have improved the wording and I will
be resubmitting it for the 2020 session. The second
bill sets up a study commission to look into increas-
ing child’s access to legal in certain situations, i.e.
family is involved in a DCYF case, possibility of
expulsion from school. I plan to re-submit this bill
in 2022, waiting until the pandemic is better con-
trolled.

Address the impact of the pandemic on NH and
work to correct it as problems and solutions are
identified.

How would you categorize your understand-
ing of what people in your district desire from
their legislator? Upon what are you basing that
assessment? What would you say are the top
three priorities the greatest number of people in
the district have for you as their legislator?

My understanding of what my district residents
want from me varies, there are 7 towns , I have
more contact with the larger towns, [ have contact-
ed all the select boards, sent information about my
background, how to reach me by phone and email.
I have offered to attend select board meetings if my
presence would be helpful I engage in conversations
with area residents whenever I can, talk to cashiers
in stores,waitstaff, customers in stores ,and other
hardworking people who are trying to make a life
in this down economy which has been made even
harder by the pandemic. The 3 top priorities paid
leave, higher hourly wages and getting schools back
to “normal”.

Define “effective legislator.”

An “effective legislator” is focused on bettering
the lives of the residents of their district, county and
state rather than following party lines all of the time.

Does the state budget need cutting or an in-
flux of additional revenue? If cuts are needed,
where are the areas to consider? If more revenue
is needed, what would you spend it on and what
tax or fee increases should be considered to pay
for it?

The state budget needs an influx of additional rev-
enue. School funding is a major issue. [ am a retired
teacher, I taught in small school districts in 3 states
for all but 1 of my 38 years. Funding was an issue
in every district. I started teaching in Lisbon just af-
ter the Claremont suit. Though the plaintiffs “won”,
funding has not been equal, each
school district must educate their
children with the money they can
raise.

I think that shifting the tax bur-
den upwards and off of working
families is an option to be looked
into. In 2019 there was a bill that
would have increased a capital
gains type tax currently in effect
from $.02 to $.05/$1.00 on people
with investments over a certain
amount. That money would have
gone only to the NH education
trust fund. This would have made
a big difference.

Would you support legisla-
tion to implement a state income tax, a sales tax,
or an increase in the business taxes?

I would not support income or sales taxes. I do
not know enough about the business tax situation to
comment. There are some other possibilities i.e. de-
posits on bottles — about 40% of bottle deposits are
not collected and the state would have those funds to

See Other Candidates, Page 20
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Continued from Page 15

ing of what people in your district desire from
their legislator? Upon what are you basing that
assessment? What would you say are the top
three priorities the greatest number of people in
the district have for you as their legislator?

The number one issue that I hear in my district,
including from some Democrats, is a desire for Re-
publicans to retake the majority.

While that might seem unusual, many tradition-
al blue-collar Democrats oppose the direction their
party is headed when it comes to broad-based taxa-
tion, gun control, and government spending.

If you care to put them into any particular order, it
would be opposition to any form of income tax, any
increase in gun control, and any increase in spend-
ing.

Does the state budget need cutting or an in-
flux of additional revenue? If cuts are needed,
where are the areas to consider? If more revenue
is needed, what would you spend it on and what
tax or fee increases should be considered to pay
for it?

We absolutely must cut the budget. The current
biennial budget was only possible because of record
tax revenue, but the pandemic’s impact on our econ-
omy means that won’t be the case in 2021-22.

State parks and Fish & Game operate on the reve-
nue they raise through admission fees, licenses, and

specialty license plate sales. That should be the goal
of all state agencies.

Would you support legislation to implement a
state income tax, a sales tax, or an increase in the
business taxes?

I will always oppose any state income tax, sales
tax, or increase in business taxes. Some advocate
“tax reform” by calling to replace property taxes
with income or sales taxes. I do not. Property taxes
are too high, but that’s because spending is too high.
Sales taxes are inherently regressive, adversely af-
fecting the poor more than the wealthy.

Business taxes hurt businesses, and hurting busi-
ness is not good for employees, especially those
in the lower income range. We cannot help people
by putting them out of work. The New Hampshire
Advantage is why we stand above our neighboring
New England states.

In the state’s education system, is the greater
concern in the funding or in the equity of edu-
cation services? Which approach do you recom-
mend for addressing this area of concern?

White Mountains Regional School District,
SAU-36, has a good reputation for providing quality
education. I work with many of our high-schoolers,
and Ive participated in a mock job fair at WMRHS,
and spoken with our younger students at the Lan-
caster School. I am also very impressed with North
Country Charter Academy and their work with stu-
dents who aren’t doing well in the traditional class-
room setting.

I have the utmost respect for teachers, who are

too often the ball in a game of political ping-pong. I
don’t know any teachers who aren’t doing their best
for their students.

I believe that we need more educational choices,
because one size doesn’t fit all. I have five grown
children, and each of them had a different educa-
tion based on their individual needs. One of them
attended traditional public schooling through Grade
12, followed by university. One never set foot in a
classroom, and was “unschooled” his entire life.
The others had a blend of public, private, and home-
school education. We have certainly never had the
kind of money for elite private education, but we
made it work. My wife and I spent years working
opposite shifts to make this happen; it’s not easy, but
it’s worth it to give each child what they need. I'm
no stranger to dealing with students on the autism
spectrum, since it has affected more than one of my
own children.

With all that said, the enemy of adequate edu-
cation is administrative bloat. My friends who are
teachers agree, and if we end top-down demands
from the state and federal bureaucracy, teachers
would receive more funding,

What, if any, additional firearms laws do you

think are necessary in New Hampshire?

I support eliminating the last vestiges of gun
control in New Hampshire. That includes the pro-
hibition on loaded rifles or shotguns in vehicles, and
the requirement to have a license to carry a loaded
handgun on an OHRV.

‘What are the top bills you intend to sponsor

or co-sponsor?

First would be a “Defend The Guard” bill, which
would forbid deploying our NH National Guard
units overseas without approval of the state’s com-
mander-in-chief, who is the governor. As a veteran,
I know that our Guard and Reserve units’ readiness
has been harmed by continued deployments to for-
eign war zones. When we need them here at home
to respond to disasters or emergencies, they are too
often either overseas, or too weakened to respond
effectively. Our hometown soldiers are exhausted,
and retention and recruiting has suffered.

Second would be a bill that requires the same
public notice for immigration checkpoints, as is re-
quired for impaired driving checkpoints.

Some representatives boast of how many bills
they sponsor, but I believe we need fewer bills, not
more. Every proposed bill costs the taxpayers more
than $1,000 just to be researched and printed (some-
times much more), and the staff time spent on com-
mittee hearings adds even more to the cost.

I don’t seek glory for having my name listed as
the prime sponsor of a bill. I care more about vot-
ing for good bills and good amendments, and voting
against bad bills and amendments. I work across
party lines where possible, but I will always vote for
these basic principles: personal liberty, lower taxes,
transparency in government, and fewer regulations
and obstacles to free enterprise.

During my first term, I developed a reputation as
someone who speaks infrequently, but my opinions
are taken seriously. I plan to continue along that line.

Merrick

Continued from Page 15

the depressed economies and those hit hardest by
Covid, reach the neediest. I will look for opportu-
nities that allow all my constituents access to heath
care, and support the rights of all to exercise free
choice. I trust the people of Cods.

How would you categorize your understand-
ing of what people in your district desire from
their legislator? Upon what are you basing that
assessment? What would you say are the top
three priorities the greatest number of people in
the district have for you as their legislator?

My understanding of the needs of my fellow
community members is a direct result of living in
the North Country for almost 30 years, and partic-
ipating in discussions about the needs of our towns
with fellow citizens. I was privileged to have served
in the Legislature for three terms. The most effective
way to understand the desires of the people in my
district is to ask them what they need, what is im-
portant to them, where they feel emphasis should be
placed with regard to issues such as school funding,
health care, infrastructure, jobs, homelessness, men-
tal health and other challenges that they may face.
As your representative, [ will listen with an open
mind, and work across the aisle to make changes.
The top three priorities, based on the majority of
people I have asked, are the following in no particu-
lar order : Building a robust, reliable broadband in-
frastructure service throughout the North Country;
having more accessible and affordable health care
options, and finding ways to help promote econom-
ic development and support businesses as they cope
with the pandemic. We desperately need a strong
North Country economy in order to survive, thrive,
create more job opportunities, and provide opportu-

nities for our children.

Does the state budget need cutting or an in-
flux of additional revenue? If cuts are needed,
where are the areas to consider? If more revenue
is needed, what would you spend it on and what
tax or fee increases should be considered to pay
for it?

The state budget does need an influx of additional
revenue, especially in light of the effects of Covid
19 on every citizen in the state. [ will ensure that the
federal Covid funding makes its way to the North
Country. Other priorities, as I see them, would be
spending on education, services for seniors and Vet-
erans, job /business tax credits to get people back
on their feet, infrastructure improvement, especially
broadband to the rural areas that don’t have it, when
we have a large number of low income families
who are forced to work and study from home. The
current funding streams can support North Country
priorities, along with federal funding earmarked for
Covid related impacts. If we cut the budget, we risk
cutting badly needed services for so many people
who have been adversely effected by the pandemic.
Social services, including mental health care, sui-
cide prevention, food services for seniors and home-
bound residents, rent, heat assistance, etc. are critical
services in the North Country. If we can encourage
public and private funding opportunities which will
bring matching federal dollars to NH to address spe-
cific challenges, by working with the state agencies,
I believe we will be able to address a substantial part
of the shortfalls we face. We cannot turn our backs
on the neediest of our neighbors.

Would you support legislation to implement a
state income tax, a sales tax, or an increase in the
business taxes?

What I believe is that we need to take the burden
off the property owner. It is a regressive tax and im-
pacts our seniors, our low income families, and the

young families who want to move here to find em-
ployment and raise a family. We simply can’t afford
the current level of property taxes. I don’t support a
sales tax or an income tax in the current economic
environment. [ want to encourage an environment
where start-up and smaller companies that rely on
raiser-thin margins to make investments to grow
their companies are not paying an unfair share.
Larger corporations and businesses should pay their
fair share to encourage an environment that enables
growth. We have a variety of fees and taxes, but of-
ten these revenue sources disproportionately impact
lower wage earners. The priority must be on reduc-
ing the burden of property taxes and find other cre-
ative ways to increase revenue.

In the state’s education system, is the greater
concern in the funding or in the equity of edu-
cation services? Which approach do you recom-
mend for addressing this area of concern?

In order to have equity/fairness in education,
one needs the funding and resources to provide the
support students need and the opportunities to have
equally successful futures. We need to address both
areas, as they are both being challenged in regard to
what schools, and programs, and to where the fund-
ing is being targeted. They both affect the outcome.
I believe that the first priority should be to enhance
equity between the poorest and wealthiest school
districts. This one option would be especially ben-
eficial to the North Country.

What, if any, additional firearms laws do you
think are necessary in New Hampshire?

I strongly support the rights of our neighbors who
hunt and do not want to see us change our culture
in NH. The present laws allow for citizens to car-
ry loaded, concealed handguns. There is no clear
background check required by private sellers, no
waiting period or limitation on the amount or type
of firearm a person can own. There is no state per-

mit required to purchase a firearm, no registration
required, no ban on assault weapons, no magazine
capacity restrictions. New Hampshire should follow
the proposed federal guidelines and institute com-
mon sense gun laws supported by Republicans and
Democrats alike. “New Hampshire’s weak gun laws
endanger its residents, particularly those at risk for
suicide. Legislators owe it to their constituents to
take proactive measures to save lives from gun vio-
lence.” I would like to see lives saved, and all these
concerns addressed. This does not mean Gun Con-
trol. We need to support Gun Safety and the protec-
tion of our individual citizens, those challenged by
mental health issues, and especially our children. At
the very least, a “committee should be established
to study firearms incidences involving children with
access to unsecured firearms.”
What are the top bills you intend to sponsor
or co-sponsor?

I have had the honor of serving the citizens of
Co0s as a State Representative from this area in
the past. An example of legislation I sponsored and
cosponsored while serving, which became law,
includes, but is not limited to: the legalization of
Medicinal Cannabis for qualifying patients; Aquat-
ic Wetlands Mitigation which protects water ways
above and below ground level; Jobs Creation Tax
Credits which encourages small businesses to move
to rural areas like ours, and Medicaid Expansion.
The top issues [ will focus on are improving access
and affordability to health care, mitigating the im-
pacts of Covid 19, improving our infrastructure and
broadband to encourage small businesses to flourish
in the North Country, raising the minimum wage,
and ensuring that the disenfranchised, under-served
and marginalized citizens are recognized and em-
powered to succeed. I look forward to working with
my colleagues to build consensus and champion
bills that deliver results for the North Country.
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during this pandemic. They are so important during these difficult times.
Define “effective legislator.”

An effective legislator is one who is actively receiving feedback from
their constituents and being available to vote on their behalf. I want to be
in the house of representatives to get things done.

Does the state budget need cutting or an influx of additional rev-
enue? If cuts are needed, where are the areas to consider? If more
revenue is needed, what would you spend it on and what tax or fee
increases should be considered to pay for it?

The state budget does not need cutting. We should have a broad based
tax to pay for education and infrastructure. In particular I would support
a personal income tax on yearly taxable income of $100,000 or more.

‘Would you support legislation to implement a state income tax, a
sales tax, or an increase in the business taxes?

I would support an increase in business taxes for businesses making
over a certain determined amount of profit on a yearly basis.

In the state’s education system, is the greater concern in the fund-
ing or in the equity of education services? Which approach do you
recommend for addressing this area of concern?

Both funding and equity in N H’s education system are critical in
order to provide NH children with an adequate education. Both issues
need to be addressed to create a system of public education which is fair
for all NH students and to NH tax payers. The NH Legislature needs to
establish a funding level that is sufficient and equitable throughout the
state. The current system of funding public education through property
taxes places undue burdens on some towns and the residents of those
towns, while giving substantial property tax breaks to towns with higher
property values.

What is your assessment of the state’s efforts to address climate
concerns? How do you strike a balance between taking significant
action vs. the possibility that people — especially those in rural areas
— could be harshly impacted financially by those actions?

Given what we learned from the Northern Pass fight, the state has to
work harder at listening to the peoples voices. We should support alter-
native energy sources. Climate Change should be at the top of the list
when making decisions concerning our environment. Climate change
is everyone’s concern! Our Earth’s Health should be addressed before
profit.

What, if any, additional firearms laws do you
think are necessary in New Hampshire?

We should have background checks with a waiting period to purchase
a gun. There should be a law prohibiting the sale of semi- automatic
weapons. People that are not able to make good decisions in using a
firearm, young children, folks with certain mental problems, and people
with a past history of violence or domestic abuse should not have posses-
sion of a firearm. Background checks, gun cabinets/gun safes, and being
vigilant citizens willing to report to law enforcement the possibility of
distressed individuals can all play an important role in the reduction of
gun violence. I have experienced gun violence in my past. Better regu-
lations could have prevented this trauma. The impact for me has been
long lasting. I still respect the right to own firearms, as do the majority of
citizens in this country.

What, if any, additional measures do you
think are needed to make schools safer?

Extra funding for educating parents, teachers, and children in identify-
ing troublesome behavior in our students.

Where do you feel you differ from the other contenders in your
district and what makes you the candidate worthy of election?

[ feel I differ from other contenders in my beliefs of freedom of choice
and separating church and state. I bring decades of experiences and ac-
tivism to my constituents.

What are the top bills you intend to sponsor or co-sponsor?

I feel I need more education and hands on experience at the State
House to answer this question. I can pledge that I will always vote for
bills that will be of most value to my constituents. Any bills under con-
sideration which would increase access and funding for Planned Parent-
hood would be something I would actively support during my tenure.

Massimilla
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An effective legislator is one who listens with an open
mind to all points of view. One who realizes that good ideas
are not exclusive to one party and that he/she represents all
constituents. An effective legislator helps people access re-
sources to assist them in dealing with issues.

Does the state budget need cutting or an influx of ad-
ditional revenue? If cuts are needed, where are the areas
to consider? If more revenue is needed, what would you
spend it on and what tax or fee increases should be consid-
ered to pay for it?

I am sure there are areas of the state budget that could be
modified, but with Covid-19 I think we need to examine how
the state can assist people with jobs, housing, and other con-
cerns. Revenue sources are something we all have to start cre-
atively thinking about.

Would you support legislation to implement a state in-
come tax, a sales tax, or an increase in the business taxes?

No.

In the state’s education system, is the greater concern in
the funding or in the equity of education services? Which
approach do you recommend for addressing this area of
concern?

Both. More revenue spent on funding for online learning
and broadband expansion and reexamining the formula we
use for providing an equitable education here in NH.

What is your assessment of the state’s efforts to address
climate concerns? How do you strike a balance between
taking significant action vs. the possibility that people —
especially those in rural areas — could be harshly impacted
financially by those actions?

We can always do more. New Hampshire’s participation in
RGGI has helped to reduce carbon emissions and has made
NH’s emissions some of the lowest in the country. I would
encourage cities to look into Electric Vehicle Mass Transit

and offer incentives to motivate companies and municipali-
ties to move toward more environmentally friendly projects
for generating energy. Here in the North Country, the White
Mountains Community College is continuing to investigate
offering courses on the repair and maintenance of electric ve-
hicles as well as the construction of infrastructure necessary
to the EV industry. These courses will hopefully open up new
job opportunities for North Country residents.

What, if any, additional firearms laws do you think are
necessary in New Hampshire?

There are always amendments that can be made to any law
to improve them. I feel we need to take a look at the laws that
are on the books and see if we can help make them safer for
NH citizens. I also think we need to have a serious discussion
about assault weapons.

What, if any, additional measures do you think are
needed to make schools safer?

Make certain that all staff and students are up to date about
all current safety measures and procedures and have a safety
officer available for each school.

Where do you feel you differ from the other contenders
in your district and what makes you the candidate worthy
of election?

I feel all the candidates bring their own unique talents to the
job. I have the advantage of having developed a wide network
of relationships as resources to help address a variety of con-
stituents’ concerns. Because I am retired, I have more time to
devote to the job.

I am also good at bring together different stakeholder
groups to problem solve issues as I did with the tri-county
drug summits and the chronic pain roundtable

What are the top bills you intend to sponsor or
co-sponsor?

This September I resubmitted my bill HB201 that passed
the House but was not introduced in the Senate because of
the shutdown of the legislature due to the pandemic. The bill
would increase the penalty for having sex with a minor from
a Class B to a Class A felony.

Other Candidates

Continued from Page 18

use. Legalization of cannabis could be another source of income
for the state.

In the state’s education system, is the greater concern in the
funding or in the equity of education

services? Which approach do you recommend for address-

ing this area of concern?

I think funding adequately would assure that each district would
be able to supply the education services needed by their students.

What is your assessment of the state’s efforts to address cli-
mate concerns? How do you strike a balance between taking
significant action vs. the possibility that people — especially
those in rural areas — could be harshly impacted financially
by those actions?

1 - The state’s efforts to address climate concerns are uneven.
We have passed legislation to reduce the level PFAS in our water.
Increasing net metering was vetoed — 2 examples.

2 - We have to have a habitable world to have an economy. The
damage done by extreme weather is causing a tremendous amount
of damage and is what economic impact of green initiatives should
be measured against, if not the weather’s impact on human lives.
Vocational training in green infrastructure should help workers in
impacted careers find employment in more stable employment
into the future.

What, if any, additional firearms laws do you think are
necessary in New Hampshire?

Gun violence prevention is important. I was very disappointed
when the House was not able to override the governor’s veto of

HB 1660 — establishing a protective order for vulnerable adults. In
a negotiated compromise the provision allowing the confiscation
of firearms was removed. During the time between the governor’s
veto and September there were 3 firearm fatalities — a suicide and
amurder-suicide. One or all of the MIGHT have been prevented if
the bill had not been vetoed.

Making schools safer is difficult, in that no 2 school districts or
schools are identical. Building configurations, number of students
and ages, and school placement in the town are a few examples. [
have talked to two police officials in Grafton County about having
weapons in schools for safety. One would prefer no one to have a
weapon so that if they get a live shooter call they can easily identi-
fy the problematic person. The other official would like there to be
armed school protection officers. I see the pros and cons of each
position.

Where do you feel you differ from the other contender in
your district and what makes you the candidate worthy of
election?

I believe in science and think it’s selfish and dangerous to en-
courage gatherings of unmasked people during a respiratory epi-
demic. I believe in dignity and love for ALL NH residents. I have
an immense amount of experience in both education and child
services, and I believe that building a livable future and adequately
preparing children to live in it is the most important thing a civi-
lization can do.

What are the top bills you intend to sponsor or co-spon-
sor?

Addressed in answer to #1.

NOTE: Republican challenger Matt Simon did not respond to
The Caledonian-Record’s candidate questionnaire.
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Through my conversations with those in my district, I believe
that the people in my district want a legislator that:

1. Represents the people rather the party

2. Works across party lines

3. Ensures that New Hampshire maintains its limited govern-
ment and low taxes

Define “effective legislator.”

An effective legislator is a legislator that puts their constituents
before their party and would rather embody the beliefs of the people
they represent than tow the party line.

Does the state budget need cutting or an influx of additional
revenue? If cuts are needed, where are the areas to consider? If
more revenue is needed, what would you spend it on and what
tax or fee increases should be considered to pay for it?

I believe that Governor Sununu has done an excellent job in en-
suring that our state’s budget is kept in check and I do not believe
that the budget needs to increase or decrease. If more revenue was
needed I believe that it should come from sources that primarily
tax visitors to the state, in the form room and meals tax, rather than
burdening our state’s residents.

Would you support legislation to implement a state income
tax, a sales tax, or an increase in the business taxes?

I would NOT support any legislation that implemented a state
income tax, a sales tax, or an increase in business taxes. The reason
that New Hampshire’s economy has been so successful has been
because of the New Hampshire advantage (our lack of broad-based
taxes), and any effort to weaken this advantage would prove ex-
tremely detrimental to New Hampshire’s vibrant economy.

In the state’s education system, is the greater concern in the
funding or in the equity of education services? Which approach
do you recommend for addressing this area of concern?

In the state’s education system, I believe the greater concern is
the funding of local schools. In many low-income communities,
local taxpayers are forced to foot an enormous bill each year to

fund their local schools. The Democrats believe that the solution to
this issue is to create a larger educational bureaucracy at the state
level. Sure, this solution may sound great in principle, but the reali-
ty is that communities will be forced to surrender control to a large
government bureaucracy. This sharply contrasts with New Hamp-
shire’s principles as a state with an extremely limited government
that prides itself on local control. I believe that the solution to this
problem is to create and embrace economic development incen-
tives for low-income communities, like the Opportunity Zones pro-
grams, to increase the tax base of low-income municipalities and
lessen the tax burden of localized education systems.

What is your assessment of the state’s efforts to address cli-
mate concerns? How do you strike a balance between taking
significant action vs. the possibility that people — especially
those in rural areas — could be harshly impacted financially by
those actions?

I do not believe that the state has done enough to address the on-
going climate crisis. [ understand the implications of taking aggres-
sive action to curb climate change, as my family owns a trucking
company. Taking sweeping actions against climate change would
kill many small businesses just like our own. [ would support legis-
lation that would promote tax incentives for reducing carbon emis-
sions and grant programs for businesses to convert to renewable
energy.

What, if any, additional firearms laws do you think are
necessary in New Hampshire?

[ do not believe that any additional firearms laws are necessary in
the State of New Hampshire. New Hampshire’s minimal gun reg-
ulations allow citizens to fully take advantage of their 2nd amend-
ment rights and have resulted in our state’s extremely low crime
rate.

What, if any, additional measures do you think are needed
to make schools safer?

I do not believe that any additional measures are needed to make
our schools safer.

Where do you feel you differ from the other contender in
your district and what makes you the candidate worthy of elec-
tion?

As a 19-year-old college student, running against many older
contenders I believe that my age is what separates me from my con-
tenders. People may say I don’t have enough experience to take on
this role, but to them I say, “experience breeds ignorance.” I current-
ly serve as vice president of my family’s business, Meadow Leas-
ing, I am currently a student at Plymouth State University, I have
served on New Hampshire’s Legislative Youth Advisory Council,
I am a member of Littleton’s River District Commission, and have
served as an intern to Littleton’s town manager. The founding fa-
thers of our nation believed the role of a legislator should not be
a full-time job for the old and retired, it should be a part-time job
for those who are members of the workforce, who can relate to the
constituents they represent.

As a college student in today’s world, every day I witness the
failure of our own party to spread its message to the younger gen-
erations. Our party seems to have given up on my generation,
allowing the majority of us to become indoctrinated with liberal
ideologies. Nowadays, young Republicans like myself on college
campuses are almost closeted, afraid to say who we voted for or
who we support, because we are immediately labeled as homopho-
bic, xenophobic, racists by our liberal peers who lack the ability
to see past Tweets and out of context statements thrust onto news
headlines. It seems the tolerance that they preach doesn’t apply to
Republicans. Who’s going to be sitting in the state legislature in
30 years? It has never been more imperative for our party to get
younger than now because if we do not than the Republican values
that have built this nation will begin to deteriorate. It is time for a
young Republicans like myself to bring conservative values back to
younger generations of Americans.

What are the top bills you intend to sponsor or co-sponsor?

The top bills that I intend to sponsor, or co-sponsor would be
bills that: cut regulatory measures for our state’s businesses, bills
that would help fight the climate crisis in a fiscally responsible
manner, bills that promote community economic development pro-
grams, bills that improved our state’s infrastructure, and bills that
encourage and incentivize young people to come and stay in New
Hampshire.

Beaulier
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three priorities the greatest number of people in the district have
for you as their legislator?

I’'m a big believer in constituent service. Any member of the com-
munity should be able to call their representative if they are having
issues with Concord and get real help. I would also say that the com-
munity should expect their legislator to also show up and vote in ev-
ery legislative session. I base that on what I want out of the people I
vote for to represent my community and me.

Define “effective legislator.”

Somebody that shows up in Concord and works for their commu-
nity. Somebody who understands politics as they are and despite that,
looks to build consensus and deliver results for the people who voted
them into office.

Does the state budget need cutting or an influx of additional
revenue? If cuts are needed, where are the areas to consider? If
more revenue is needed, what would you spend it on and what
tax or fee increases should be considered to pay for it?

We cannot rebuild our economy by raising taxes and destroying
the New Hampshire Advantage. We need be laser focused on cut-
ting government waste. Families have to budget and live within their
means, we should expect the same from our government. Every dol-
lar of additional government revenue is a dollar that was taken from
a taxpayer. We should be very sure that they are being spent wisely.

Would you support legislation to implement a state income
tax, a sales tax, or an increase in the business taxes?

Absolutely not, and I have taken the pledge to oppose new taxes
in New Hampshire.

In the state’s education system, is the greater concern in the
funding or in the equity of education services? Which approach
do you recommend for addressing this area of concern?

[ think there is equal concern with both funding and equity in edu-
cation, but I don’t think solutions need to be at odds with one another.
I’'m a proponent of school choice and vouchers. Different students
learn differently, and therefore parents should be able to pick from
different models that work best for their families. Access to those
alternative models should not be limited to just the fortunate. I think
COVID-19 school debacles have revealed some of the weaknesses of
our current top-down approach to education. If there has ever been a
time to innovate in our education system, now is the time.

What is your assessment of the state’s efforts to address cli-
mate concerns? How do you strike a balance between taking sig-
nificant action vs. the possibility that people — especially those
in rural areas — could be harshly impacted financially by those
actions?

I think New Hampshire stands out as a great steward of the envi-
ronment. Our environment is one of our greatest assets. People come
from all over the world to enjoy the outdoors here. We have a land
use policy that favors forests and conservation. Governor Sununu has
also been at the forefront of protecting our water. The notion that we
have to pick between the environment and the economy is a false
choice.

In the United States our forestry industry is a net sink of CO2,
our managed forests absorb more than they emit. Forestry in rural
New England can be a major factor in the reduction of atmospheric
carbon. There is also potential for renewed local small scale hydro
power which was a historic driver of economic development in the
region. Environmental problems are only ever solved if the solutions
work with the culture and economic interest of the community, not

against it.
What, if any, additional firearms laws do you think
are necessary in New Hampshire?

I think New Hampshire has sensible and adequate firearms laws.
This is backed up by data showing NH as one of the safest states with
one of the lowest rates of violence. Roughly half of NH households
have a firearm, I would guess more so in the North Country. I think
that responsible gun owners have a right to own firearms for protec-
tion and sport. If Governor Sununu had not vetoed several anti-gun
bills in the last two years, that right would be in serious jeopardy.

What, if any, additional measures do you think are needed to

make schools safer?

I think that the hybrid model has some flaws. I think that families
who view the risk of kids returning to school should be provided with
a fully remote learning option. At the same time, those families and
teachers who are willing to assume the risk should be allowed back
in the classroom full time.

Where do you feel you differ from the other contenders in your
district and what makes you the candidate worthy of election?

I’'m a family man, I have two wonderful kids at home and they
deserve to inherit a world with more freedom and justice than now.
That’s my guiding principle and reason for running for office. Our
society is facing major, even existential crises and I want to do what
[ can to help meet those challenges.

What are the top bills you intend to sponsor or co-sponsor?

I would like to do something to address the critical shortage of af-
fordable housing in New Hampshire. I don’t think that means that the
government should become a property developer or landlord, instead
I think we need to cut some of the red tape that is preventing quality
new housing from being built. I would sponsor a bill to that effect.
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Supported school building aid funding for Woodsville High School in
Haverhill. Worked closely with Gorham Paper on the regulatory side
to keep manufacturing site up and running in Gorham. Worked with
State DOT officials on emergency road repair on Route 135 in Lan-
caster. Worked with Old Man of the Mountain Legacy Fund with reg-
ulatory issues to support Profile Lake platform in Franconia. Assisted
Gord’s Corner Store with permits to open bridge connector to store in
Milan. Supported funding for the Lake Umbagog bathhouse in Errol
and Jericho Park bathhouse project in Berlin. Voted and supported for
the expansion of FirstNet AT&T contract into Northern New Hamp-
shire to better support our First Responders and to expand cell phone
and broadband use. Worked with and supported Littleton officials on
Riverwalk infrastructure funding projects in Littleton. Worked with
several businesses with regards to liquor, health and labor licensing
issues. Supported and voted for North Country grants in reference to
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water and sewage projects that came from the State Water Drinking
Fund. Made several trips to Montreal to assist the State Division of
Economic Development with recruitment activities. Worked with
Bob Chapman in Groveton on several occasions to help expand the
business park ultimately creating 115 jobs with a new manufactur-
er, NSA. Worked with the State Division of Economic Development
to assist a Quebec manufacturer locate in Berlin. Worked with the
Town of Lyme and state officials to advanced permitting to conduct
construction project along Riverside Road. Helped in the securing a
$750,000 line of credit through the Business Finance Authority for the
Tri-County Community Action Program in Berlin.
What are some votes as a councilor that you are proud of?

The Medicaid Care Management, NH Health Protection and Man-
aged Care program contracts that brought nearly a billion dollars of
health care services to the citizens of NH. Our senior congregate meal
contracts that support good nutrient and socialization for seniors.
Vote to support state funding for the Town of Milan to create a town-
owned community forest that totaled 265 acres at the time. The con-
tract that established New Hampshire participation in North Woods

CARPE e« RU
TILE & STONE ¢ VINYL
COUNTERTOPS

Stunning 7,000 Sq. Ft. Showroom

Commercial/Residential * Expert Installation
Free Design Consultation

FLo6RMeRES)

2190 Main St., Bethlehem, NH * Phone: 603-869-5880
: Fn 85 Sat 3 -wwwthefloorworks com

WANTED
Floor
Covering
Installers
$20-530/hr,

“Buying All Metals

Steel * Brass ¢ Copper ¢ Aluminum
Mon.-Fri., 7-4 « April thru Nov. Open Sat., 8-Noon
405 S. Main Street, Lisbon, NH 03585

Phone: 603-838-2860 * www.stockleytrucking.com
“Buying Metal Salvage”

Roland[C. Abbott

PLUMBING {9 HEATING, INC
Bus: 603-444-7100 * Fax: 603-444-5036
www.rcaplumbingandheating.com

20 Pine Street e Littleton, NH 03561

NH Lic. MBE0003144 — NH Pump Installer Lic. 1783

Law program, the Stonegarden grants for law enforcement to protect
our Northern Borders in Coos County, the vote and advocacy for the
AT&T FirstNet program to build out inter-operability communication
for first responders to further expand build out of North Country cell
towers, the vote on extending a $300,000 grant to Friendship House in
Bethlehem for drug and alcohol treatment, the vote and advocacy for
$1.2 million CMAQ grant to the North Country for a pathway project
in North Conway, the vote to make Gordon McDonald our State At-
torney General, and the advocacy for our low power energy plants and
the active opposition to Northern Pass.

What do you look for when voting to approve the appointment
of a commissioner or judge citizens to board, commissions or state
agencies?

There are three basic criteria I look for: do they meet the qualifi-
cations of the nominated position; secondly, are they NH based and
involved in their community; and lastly, what work and/or educational
experiences do they have that would make them a good board mem-
ber, commissioner or judge. Additionally, what do their professional
peers think of them. I never ask questions about race, politics, religion
or gender to a candidate. [ want the best person for the job who will
make NH proud. The required public hearings for commissioners and
judge nominees are a good place to vet the candidates and to ask them
to answers questions related to their position in which they are trying
to get confirmed. From my standpoint, judicial appointments take on
more scrutiny because these people in “black robes” can have a pro-
found impact on a citizen’s life. Someone applying to become a judge
goes through a judicial commission selection process before coming
to the Council, and they have been vetted extensively. I expect that
these judicial candidates adhere to the state and federal constitution
and do not conduct judicial activism while on the bench. It is import-
ant for them to have good judicial temperament to be a judge. Further,
they need to be good at assisting and guiding pro se litigants in the
courthouse. There is nothing more intimidating than being before a
judge, we expect our judges to have good people skills and to be fair,
firm but honest.

Where do you feel you differ from the other contender in your
district and what makes you the candidate worthy of election?

I want to make it clear, I support our men and women in blue and
our veterans. I feel the NH Council has been become too much like
Washington-style politics and lacks leadership. Mr. Cryans’ was the
deciding vote against the confirmation of Gordon McDonald to the
State Supreme Court, stating his inexperience and uncertainty about
reproductive rights. McDonald is recognized by his peers as most
experienced civil litigator in the state and NH has never had a repro-
ductive case tried in the NH State Supreme Court. McDonald had
unprecedented statewide bipartisan support amongst Democrats and
Republicans within the legal community. This was nothing more than
arepeat of the Brett Kavanaugh US Supreme Court hearings in Wash-
ington. Mr. Cryans’ was the deciding voted against the pay raise of
Education Commissioner Frank Edelblut, because he was a Repub-
lican and he did not like his approach to the job- another example,
of Washington- style politics. Mr. Cryan’s voted against an African
American to the State Board of Education and forced another Afti-
can American to withdraw his nomination as director of the Office
of Professional Licensing and Certification — just when NH state
government is encouraging diversity and opportunity for minorities.
Mr. Cryans’ has used his vote to “abstained” with critical votes. In the
most famous murder case in NH, he refused to vote on Pam Smart
commutation vote, saying it was too difficult to vote either way. Mr.
Cryan’s abstained his vote on nomination of Manchester Police Chief
David Mara to oversee the troubled Hillsborough County Attorney’s
Office and his lack of a vote defeated the nomination. The District 1
Council seat has become too polarizing and I want to put people above
politics. I never abstained from a vote on the Council as your Execu-
tive Councilor for five years. I always told the Governor and Council
look North and don’t forget the North Country. I will not take away the
voice of the North Country and I will be a strong advocate for this part
of the state. You will always know where I stand. The current Execu-
tive Councilor position has slipped back to a part-time position and I
want to make it a full-time position again. I want to be a strong voice
for District 1 and get rid of the Washington-style politics. I believe this
is what sets me apart from Mr. Cryans.
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ly balance the lives and livelihoods of our constituents, and that’s what
I intend to do should I be re-elected.

Does the state budget need cutting or an influx of additional rev-
enue? If cuts are needed, where are the areas to consider? If more
revenue is needed, what would you spend it on and what tax or fee
increases should be considered to pay for it?

I think it is premature and unwise to say at this juncture. The state
is still operating on the 2020-2021 budget, and the process for the
2021-2022 budget is still in an early phase. At this point the Governor
is working on his proposed budget and will present that budget to the
legislature in February.

At that point, the budget will be passed onto the Finance Commit-
tees for months of intensive work and negotiations. The people at the
table for these talks, including leaders from both parties, the Governor’s
Office, agency heads, and any number of experts and specialists, know
much more about the workings of state finance that most of us. I will
defer to the work of the committee and my constituents in deciding how
I’ll vote on the proposed budget, but until then I don’t want to get out
over my skis.

Would you support legislation to implement a state income tax,
a sales tax, or an increase in the business taxes?

I would not support legislation to implement a state income tax or
sales tax, consistent with my first term in office. I support the business
tax agreement that the legislature made with the Governor in the last
budget.

What are the top bills you intend to sponsor or co-sponsor?

The top bill I intend to sponsor, as I did last session, is one to support
our biomass industry, which is critical to hundreds of North Country
jobs. I would also sponsor a bill, as I did last session with a Republican
colleague from Haverhill, that would make education funding more
equitable by sharing statewide revenue with municipalities in order to
take much of the burden off of local towns and local property taxpayers.

Chapmon
Continued from Page 15

Government should run with the same fiscal responsibility we apply
to our own finances. We can not simply force our employers to pay us
more if we have an out of control spending problem and we should not
run our public offices in this manner either. It is not the constitutional
role, nor was it the intention of our founders, for government to right
ever social wrong or cure every social ill, but rather to establish a rule of
law to safeguard our natural rights and provide for a common defense.

That should be the core responsibility of government and programs
that are not fundamental to that goal should be weighed and considered.
The process of weighing and considering which programs to cut should
not be undertaken haphazardly or based on special interest or pet peeves
but rather with a clear view of the scope of government and the cost/
benefit of the program. Should New Hampshire maintain programs to
license cosmetology?

The states response to Covid will result in a massive shortfall of hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars and may last for some time after bans
are lifted and we begin to recover. Some will want to raise taxes by
squeezing businesses the state destroyed or severely damaged and the
people the state financially devastated. I believe instead we can and will
find more than enough fat in the budget to eliminate without cutting
any essential services that are within the proper scope of government
to provide.

Would you support legislation to implement a state income tax,
a sales tax, or an increase in the business taxes?

No! Absolutely not! That would have a counterproductive effect. We
cant tax our way out of mismanagement and bad policy. People will
prosper and rebuild a thriving economy if unburdened by the state. This
will in turn restore revenue to support state government.

What are the top bills you intend to sponsor or co-sponsor?

I am already working on several that will limit usurpation of power
and hold elected officials accountable for violations of the Constitution
under color of law.
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Become part of the solution to the driver shortage ...

RIVE A SCHOOL BUS [FOR

il BERAY'S TRANSPORTATIon

W.W. Berry’s Transportation is currently seeking Bus Drivers
(Trip & Spare with the possibility of becoming a route driver)
for the following locations:

NEW HAMPSHIRE
COLEBROOK
LITTLETON
GROVETON
RETHLEHEM
JEFFERSON
WHITEFIELD
LANCASTER
LISBON
DAL

REQUIREMENTS:

Must be at least 21 years old
Must have a GOOD driving record
Must be able to pass a physical exam

WE PAY  CDL Training and Testing Fees.
TO TRAIN! Medical exam & any other
INCLUDES: School Bus Endorsement Fees.

ALL INTERESTED APPLICANTS, PLEASE CONTACT
W.W. Berry’s Transportation
1149 Lancaster Rd. — Lancaster, NH 03584 — 603-636-6100
wwberrytransportation@outlook.com

Help Wanted

Looking for New
Rewarding Career?

200

COMMUNITY

PACTION
COOK

Tri-County CAP, Head Start
Woodsville Area Program
Requires skills in cooking in quan-
tity, the ability to manage food
services, complete necessary
records and work with young chil-

dren and their families.

This is a full-time, 30.5hrs./wk.,
but up to 40wks./yr. position.
Salary is $10.92/hr. Benefits
package with paid school vaca-
tions and sick leave as accrued.

Interested candidates please apply
with a letter of introduction, tran-
scripts and resume post. Resumes
will be accepted until the position
is filled.

Tri-County Head Start
610 Sullivan Street
Health Insurance outivan S e
Paid Vi . Berlin, NH 03570
ai ) acqtlons or email: shlanchette@tccap.org
Paid Holidays FOE
401K - Excellent Wages

Have a Desire for a
New Trait?

Plumbing & Heating?

If you have the desire
to succeed and want a
fulfilling career in a family
owned business, we at
PRESBY PLUMBING
& HEATING
are willing to train.

Email:
martha.verret@presbyc.com
for more information.

244 Main Street
Franconia, NH 03580
www.presbyplumbing.com

-fﬁEFES,Y’
| Franceria, i |PLUMBING & HEATING

| S 603-823-5327

VET TECH NEEDED

Have a background in animal sci-
ence? Experienced in animal care?
Come be a part of a professional,
compassionate team. Part or full-
time opening. Pay commensurate
with experience. E-mail resume to
wahvettech@gmail.com or mail to
Whitefield Animal Hospital, Attn:
Sara, 38 Lancaster Rd, Whitefield,
NH 03574.

Help Wanted Help Wanted
200 200

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

TECHNICIAN

North Country Ford is now hiring a full-time Automotive Technician.
Looking for an experienced tech to work flatrate in a fast paced, busy
dealership. Pay rate depending on experience and qualification.
Monday-Friday schedule.

Benefits include paid vacation, health insurance, and participation in
our SIMPLE IRA plan. Interested candidates should forward their re-
sumes to:

Auto Technician, ¢/o North Country Ford, P.O. Box 468, Lancaster,
NH 03584 or e-mail to mikekopp@northcountrymotors.com

JOB OPENINGS!
Century 21 & Winn
Associates Property

Management are hiring
for Bookkeeping &
Property Maintenance.
1f “interested in either po-
sition please send a work
history to gerald@cen-

tury2lwinn.com. Prior

expetience not required.

Willing to train'the right
candidate.

69 Meadow St Littleton; NH-03561
603-444-7781

Wood For Sale
390

 CALBDONIANRECORD

Online access for less than $.40/day
www.caledonianrecord.com

Services

YOUR
AD
MADE
TO
ORDER

550

Coat + seal your rusting metal roof.
Social distancing estimates. Visit us
at www.northwoodsroofcoatings.com
For pics or call 802-735-6419 any-
time.

Retail Space For Rent
675

SPACE AVAILABLE:
MAIN ST. - LITTLETON

Retail / Commercial
1,000-3,700 Sq. Ft.
High Traffic Location

Get your newspaper advertising done
effectively and inexpensively! We’ll
help you do the entire job from theme
to copy. Cut the cost of your advertis-
ing.

At Thayers Inn
Separate Entrance

Lots of Character | CALEDONIAN-RECORD
Available 9/1/20 19:—&:;;8&.

From $12.00 p/sq.ft.
gary@thayersinn

St. Johnsbury, VT 05819
802-748-8121
Vt./N.H. 1-800-523-6397
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Sales, Parts & Service Departments are OPEN in Littleton, NH

1 |
. Act Now and Savel =+
1 || 1
| |
1 [
.,  Mount & Balance @ :
| = = |
' 4 Tires + Nitrogen :
| [ ] |
. Fill + Four Wheel B oo
: Alignment 3 ROSSTOWN .
, T ERGRERRERERS TsSEeE: e il 4
:Most makes and models, parts extra as needed. Must present coupon at time of appointment. Expires 10/31/20. @ Jeep @“A" :
f  §E |  § 5§ & 5§ 5§ § 5§ 5§ 5§ 5§ 58 5 5 S 5 5 .S . .S S S S = S S g FES 5§ S5 5 5SS E S S S S S S S S S S SE®SESE§SN®§ND®S§SE§N®§D®B§ = §
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:  NH State ;.. Winterization ;:
] - A (]
. Inspection ¥ Speclal ;
! ) Test and Inspect Battery, )
] OCTOBER SPECIAL SAVINGS ' | OCTOBER SPECIAL SAVINGS | Charging System, Coalant
1 ' Protection, Brake Fluid 1
1 il W | moisture content, Air 1
1 " n & Cabin Filters, Wiper 1
- i Blades & more! -
1 _ (| 1
1 . ; Valid onIyamts e | Valid onl\‘/u?ntimﬁmp; 1
I *g : ROSSTOWN 1 1 ROSSTOWN 1
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Call today tq_schedule an appomtmt. Coronavirus (Covid-19) — Your health and safety is our top priority.

Our Service Department is fu||y open. Please | ° Easy scheduling of service appointments by phone or online

contact us today to schedule an appointment. Our . :?est;r:eiz:u outside of the dealership to accept your vehicle

Sales Showroom is open, but you can also shop | . ail surfaces will be carefully wiped down after service has
by phone or online and we are offering curbside | been performed )

_ delivery to your home or work. Whatever is best | ~OUr Waiting areas have seating over 6 feet apart

4 ) * We can leave your vehicle outside of the dealership for you
Service Manager Service Advisor Service Advisor  Service BDC and most convenient for you. to pick up

Kevin Roy Joe Brook Joe Monahan Tori Enderson

CR AUTOSAVER GROUPS) Call 603 444-7771

OSSTOW N Email Us: service@crosstownmotors.net

chrYsLER DODGW We service all makes and models - Mon-Fri SAM-5PM

© Jeop Grom (1) pamTE B iy
650 Meadow St - Rte. 302 - thtIEton, NH MOPRAR. Aute Repair GROUP

Book your service appointment online, any time at crosstownmotors.net



