Record ¢» The Little

ton Weekly Record

ejuabely uein

xoe|g



T 2| Weddings

ejuabepy uein

oelg

The Record | 2017

Our 2017 cover couple are Britney and Nick
Bigelow. Their photographer is Jordan Royer
of Double Diamond Photography. Britney and
Nick are one of the six couples you will meet
throughout this publication as they talk about
their wedding day and the planning it took to
get there.
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THE
BIGELOWS

Britney (Lane), 25, and
Nick, 29, of Waterford, Ver-
mont

Started dating: 2012

Engagement: 2014

Wedding date: Aug. 6,2016

Budget: They didn’t set a
specific budget for 145 people

Venue: Loon Mountain Resort in Lincoln, New
Hampshire

liritney & Nick

~ THE SCOTTS

Ayla (Nett), 29, and Ian, 33, of
Montpelier (Hardwick at the time of |
the wedding)

Started dating: January 2014

Engagement date: Dec. 25,2015

Wedding date: Oct. 15, 2016

Budget: $12,000 for 98 people

Venue: Alerin Barn in St. Johns-
bury

Bridal party: 1 maid of honor, 1

\ man of honor, 2 best men

Bridal party: 6 bridesmaids and 6 groomsmen r

161 East Milan Rd., Berlin, NH 03570
Custom Food for any Occasion

Use our beautiful banquet facility with seating for 350
or catering at any location of your choice.
Booking now for 2017 and 2018
Very reasonable meal prices proudly listed on my website...
www.chaletcaterers.com

e Owner Chef Cordon Bleu graduate

* 35 years experience
Over 4000 Wedding Receptions Successfully Catered

* Custom food for any occasion from 30 to 3000.

* View our menus and prices at: www.chaletcaterers.com

* Experienced, uniformed, attentive waitstaff with all events.

* Fully air conditioned

* Huge Dance Floor

* Final menu and guest count not needed until the week of the event.

* Call today for a free consultation with owner Chef and wedding coordinator

* Facility Rental $350.00 for all day and night. Includes all china, stemware,
silverware, chair covers, linens, bartenders (with liquor liability insurance),
inside and outside ceremony area along our brook, with white wedding
chairs.(We usually can get you in a day or two early to decorate any way YOU
like! We set up and clean up!)

“Off Season Specials” Packages available 25% OFF all meals with
FREE China and Silverware.
Specials available for all types of events. Wedding Receptions,
Anniversaries, Christmas Parties, Birthday Parties

Email our chef at murraylt@together.net or call him anytime at
603-752-5517 to discuss your event or arrange a meeting.

ZF \
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Kelsi (Before), 24, and Shane, 26, of Burke, Vermont

; Started dating: 2007
Engagement date:
2014

2016
people
Burke, Vermont

Kelsi & Shane

groomsmen and a best man

January
Wedding date: Sept. 25,
Budget: $13,500 for 80
Venue: Burke Mountain in

Bridal party: 2 brides-
maids and a maid of honor;

Haven, Vermont
Started dating: April 2015

\
THE FOSTERS

Michele (Girouard), 50, and Rob, 54, of
Monroe, New Hampshire
Started dating: June 2009
Engagement date: Feb. 14,
2015
Wedding date: July
9,2016

Budget: $3,000 for
150 people

Venue: Michele’s
parents’ home

Bridal party:
Maid of honor and
best man

Northern
Charms

Salon
Bridal Packages
Available
“We Can Come To You”

* Hair * Makeup
* Tanning
* Full Body Waxing

Consultations
Available

603-444-4419
- 316 Union Street,
- Littleton, NH

www.facebook.com/northern.charmssalon.1
northerncharms.wix.com/northern-charms
northerncharms@hotmail.com

Engagement date: December 2015
Wedding date: May 28, ’
2016
Budget: $2,000 for
50 people ‘
Venue: East &
Burke  Property |
Rentals
Bridal party:
3 None
4 i en NS
R Amanda & Shawn

\
THE EDGARS
Mercedes (Duprey), 24, and Jason, 25, of St.
Johnsbury, Vermont
Started dating: In high school
Engagement date: Aug. 30, 2015
Wedding date: May 28, 2016
Budget: $15,000 for 120
people
Venue: Private property
in Derby, Vermont
Bridal party: 3 brides-
maids and a dog of honor;
4 groomsmen r
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Quotes from the couples throughout this publication have been
edited for length and clarity.

CONFERENCE AND EVENTS |earn more:

&) LYNU)N 802 626-6498 or 1

voermant soecovive: - LyndonState.edu/Conference




T 4| Weddings

ejuabepy uein

oelg

The Record | 2017

/

LTS tarted seei h other.
Amanda & Shawn starfed seetnig each otiet Rob — 1 pulled a fast one. She owns

Amanda - We worked together
at Lyndonville Hardware. He
was a yard worker and I was a
| cashier. It really was love at first
I sight. [ saw him and I was like,
‘He’s the one!” We were friends
at first, and just kind of feeling
each other out. After a year, we

How The ek

Michele and Rob are both long-time
employees at Burndy’s in Littleton.
When they first met over 20 years ago,
they were both in other marriages. Over
time, they both got divorced and they
struck up a friendship. But having been
out of the dating game for so long, they
both had to figure out how to re-enter it.

a motorcycle. I asked her to give me
all the information she could on riding

ketball. We were fooling around and Brit
ney showed up one day. It took a little bit
of coaxing from my friends to get a little
bit of encouragement to talk to her.
Britney — He liked me but he’s awk-
ward. He knows that, I told him that! But
he’s a pretty funny guy and we hung out a
few more times. Our first dates were with
a group of friends and I guess he won me
over!

Nick - We met through mutual friends. We
had a group of friends who went to Waterford
School during the summer and played bas-

k a bike because I don’t. She got all that
information for me. I gave her my phone
number. She got a hold of her sister-in-
law and said, ‘“What should I do?” Her
sister-in-law said, ‘Call him! Text him!
Do something!” So she did.

Michele — 1 was hesitant about start-
ing a relationship with anybody because
I had just gotten out of a long-term marriage. I didn’t quite
know the protocol for the new dating. We took our time and
got to know each other and realized that we had a lot of the
same interests. We just took it one day at a time and it just
kind of grew. But once it grew, it grew quickly.

Start planning your dream day today!

Burke Mountain Hotel & Conference Center

Weddings@skiburke.com

Inside. Outside. Formal. Casual. 802.626.7300
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Kelsi - We met at Lyndon Institute. [ was &
only 15. I played field hockey, he played foot- &
ball. I went to his games. We began dating at 8
school. He asked me before one of our class-
es and we have been together ever since.

i, e e, R
S ——r

Mercedes - 1 was a cheerleader and Jason
was a football player. We were sophomores.
One day after a football game we got to-
gether and went over to this
mutual friend’s house. I
spent the night there
(there wasn’t any- 4
thing going on). AF |
We stayed out at
a camp at Har-
vey’s Lake and
looked at the
stars and start-
ed dating from
there.

Mercedes & Ja;on

Meet Amanda and Shawn Liberty N

hawn is a hunter and loves all things “country,” so
S the Libertys made that a priority at their wedding.
“We didn’t go for the traditional tux,” Amanda

said. “We kind of gave it the country theme.”

Jason wore a white shirt with a camo tux vest.

! “And you had the sh**kickers,” Amanda reminded

' . him. “The tux wasn’t that weird camo look, it was a beau-
Amanda & Shawn tiful mossy oak camouflage vest. In his nice black Car-
hartt jeans. He looked very nice in it and it was perfect
for a wedding ... That’s what we wanted.”

Rather than a big wedding dinner, they had a low-key barbecue.

“I’'m a hunter,” Shawn said. “I’'m a country boy so I like that stuff. That’s what [
wanted.”

Because Amanda’s father wasn’t a part of the wedding, their two mothers es-
corted her to her groom.
“They’ve all helped us
out so much. I felt like
the best way to show our
appreciation was to have
both of them walk me
down the aisle. They were
absolutely tickled pink,”
said Amanda. “We were
very happy. It was a beau-
tiful, beautiful day.”

“It was a small wedding
but it was a gorgeous wed-
ding,” Shawn agreed.

N

YOUR WEDDING... YOUR DAY.‘.-.;_' '

——
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New Hampshire
& Vermont’s
Premier Event

Supplier

ABBOTT

RENTAL & PARTY STORE

ABBOTTRENTAL.COM | 603.444.6557
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Amanda - 1t was a surprise. He tricked me into it!
He said, ‘I heard there was a whole bunch of ice on
the rocks by Willoughby, I want to check it out.’
. 1 was like, “Yeah, I think I see some ice.” There
! was none, of course. We got to Devil’s Rock. We
¢ had carved our names into the trees another time

up there. He was like, ‘See if you can find our
names.’ I turned around and he was holding a box.

And inside the box was a bag. And inside the bag

was a tiny little box. It was very romantic.

Gelling €ngaged

gy Al Albout
~\” flowers

/Z/Q/CIM/Q/D/t an ajaj:w/wvbwwwt

196 EASTERN AVENUE | ST JOHNSBURY, VERMONT

Fakebaok ALL—ABOUT—FLOV\/ERS@HOTI\/IAIL,COI\/I
ALLABOUTFLOWERSFLORISTCOM

802-748-5656 4 800-499-6565 b

Nick — We went to Burlington one
weekend to do some Christmas shop-
ping the beginning of December 2014
and we went to Church Street to see all
the lights. My plan was to get her down
by the big Christmas tree and propose,
but the day we went it was really windy
and cold. Britney said, ‘Yeah, the lights
look pretty. I'm cold let’s go!’ I was
like, “No, we’ve got to go down and see
the big tree.” We got to the point where
we could see the tree and she was like,
“Yep I can see the tree, let’s go!’ I had
to drag her all the way down the street.

Kelsi - We hiked in January up to the
top of Mt. Pisgah and he made a lunch
with all of my favorite foods and my

; % - favorite drink. I love Theodore Geisel,
Kelsi ' Sh an: who writes Dr. Seuss. He wrote and
illustrated an entire Dr. Seuss-themed
storybook for me. He asked me to read
it aloud. I started crying on the first page, so he read it to
me. And on the last page it said, ‘Will you marry me?” And
then he pulled out a stuffed Lorax, my favorite Dr. Seuss
character. He had the ring on the Lorax hand.
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Ayla -
I’ve never had some-

body compliment me so
well. I’ve never had some-
body kind of help my glitter
shine brighter. We’re made
for each other.

lan -

Because of our jobs, we
spent every single day to-
gether, just the two of us,
for four and a half weeks

Kelsi -

I hate to admit it, but I'm
a little hard to get along with
sometimes. [’'m anxious and
I’'m so dedicated to school, I
would go three weeks during
exam time without seeing
him. He helped me through
all of the school stuff and
whenever [ was anxious or
upset, he would always be
there and able to help me. I
think that for me he was the
one. He was just so helpful
with my personality.

Mercedies & Ja;on

Jason —

We balance each other out
very well. She’s able to put up
with me. It only took me about
seven years to really figure it out!

Mercedes —

He can put up with me. [ don’t
have a temper, but I get upset and
frustrated pretty easily. Never
once has he yelled at me. He can
just calmly look at me and deal

I Iloved being around her and do-
¢ ing stuff with her.
Britney —

when k"l"e ﬁrslznstarted dalt(i with what’s going on. And that’s __ 3 It wasn’tlike one day I was like,
ing. Then T knew I coul it, it’s fine, it’s done. It’s not a big B c ick ‘Okay I'm going to marry this guy.” 75
slézléina lot of time with this deal. It’s the perfect fit. ritney & Nic Over time he was just so easy tobe =
p : . with, easy t? talk to. Everything is 5
just perfect — easy. It doesn’t take much effort. Q

3
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BRITT MOORE, EVENT COORDINATOR

Weddings * Rehearsal Dinners
Anniversaries ¢ Birthdays
Special Events
Parties * Catering

\,- 2 lounges, function/game room with pool table,
arcade games, dance floor & music -DJ or band

Comfortable Lodging ...
22 Rooms On Site — Outdoor Pool

= Fusion Grill
ik « MAPLEWOOD LODGE

4999 Memorial Drive, Rt. 5, St. Johnsbury, VT
802-626-5832 * maplewoodlodge.net n
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Mercedes - 1 went with my mom
and my sister, and then we were send-
ing pictures to my maid of honor be-
cause she couldn’t come with us.
After a couple of dresses we tried
on the one that I really want-
ed to try on. I thought
it was going to be
that one! But
then my sister
was like, ‘No,
I you have to
try on the one
that’s on the
mannequin.” [
put it on and

I just knew. It
was perfect.

Mércetiés & Ja;on

o o
[2<] [2<]

GMR TENT RENTAL;

Serving the North Country for over 15 years.
Be sure to check our rates before your special day.

www.gmrtentsvt.com

o o o
3] 30 30

« TENTS * SIDES * CHAIRS * TABLES
« LINENS * DANCE FLOOR * LIGHTING
« STEMWARE * FLATWARE * ACCESSORIES

Nights & Weekends: 802-472-3058 * Days: 802-535-9967

Kelsi - 1 told my mom and my
sister strictly what I wanted

told them I want-
ed straps and
things like that,
and [ really liked

i £ 4 I ended up get-
. o - ting. They tried
Kelsi & Shane to talk me out
of it because of
what I told them going into it.

That is not the dress I got excited about.
I’m really happy with the dress I chose, I

loved it very much.

» J Meet Michele and Rob Foster

ichele’s dad had been involved in the plan-
Mning of the wedding even though he knew
he might not be there. g
Sadly, he passed away a few
weeks before the event.

Instead, her son, a cap-
tain in the Marine corps, |
walked her down the
aisle.

“We’d already planned
on him escorting me down
because Dad knew he
wasn’t able to walk down
the aisle,” she said. Her
son also accompanied her
for the mother/son dance.

Of course Michele missed her father at the ceremo-
ny. But he had been in declining health for about a year
and had foreseen his possible absence.

“It wasn’t like it was sudden, but we were hoping he
would at least make it to be through the wedding. But
it wasn’t meant to be,” Michele
said.

“He was adamant about not
changing the date,” Rob re-
| called. “You’re not going to do
that for me!”

Michele put out pictures on
the gift table of her father and
several others. “So anybody who
was missing that day, we had
pictures on the table for every-
body to see,” she said. r

°
L)

N\

Michele & Rob

9,
o3

9
]

NORTHEAST
KINGDOM

ARTISANS g -~
G.U.I.L-D i

DESIGNATED VERMONT STATE CRAFT CENTER

Visit us: Mondays-Saturdays 10:30-5:30
430 Railroad Street, St. Johnsbury, Vermont
802-748-0158 * www.nekartisansguild.com

4
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popular feature of weddings and other
Aj:vents around the world is finally mak-
ing its way to the Northeast Kingdom

and North Country: dove releases.

“In England it’s very popular,” said William
Chatlos, owner of Vermont White Dove Release
in Kirby, Vermont. “It’s the beauty and it’s the
motion that the birds provide that really adds
that specific touch of unusuality to a ceremony
... The cool calmness of just looking at them,
they’re just peaceful beings.”

Once they choose a mate they are faithful.

“Therein lies the symbolism of white doves,”
said Julie Chatlos, co-owner of the business.
“They pair up and mate for life and they’re very
loyal with each other. For a long time they’ve
been seen as a symbol of purity, loyalty, and true
love.”

How does it work?

William Chatlos does most of the breeding,
training and events. Having spent so much time
with him, the birds are attached to him.

“They know me well,” he

B

“ah
\ .,,

b

PHOTO COURTESY OF VERMONT WHITE DOVE RELEASE

Doves wait in box prior to release.

— JOREETR

‘ ’ { c. ;

said. “They’ve got some unique
personalities. There’s a couple
of them that I’ll have out exer-
cising and they’ll buzz me. Or,
if I'm not in sight, they’ll look
for me and do flybys.”

Chatlos has a flock of about
60 birds, of which about 40
are “professional” birds for
events. He will take them as
far as about 35 miles from their
home.

“For five or eight miles,
they’ll use visual for loca-
tion and they’ll bear their way
through landmarks,” Chatlos
said. “Outside of that, they use

Dove release at Kelsi and Shane’s wedding

other natural resources. They can see different
shades of light. They can even see ultraviolet.
So their eyesight is very keen, as well as their
hearing ... Like any kind of natural navigation,
they use a lot of the sun to navigate with.”

The birds are actually homing pigeons, al-

PHOTO BY SEAN MARKEY

though they look much like white doves.

“If it was doves, mainly it would be just like
tossing a fish out of water. They’re not going
to survive. They don’t have any natural skills,”
Chatlos said. “But these are homing pigeons and

See Doves, Page 10

Mohawk Falls

An Idyllic Fvent Venue

In Colebrook, N'H

A beautiful setting
for your wedding!

Reception & ceremony

locations on site.

10% off

2017 Weekend Bookings!

May 14, 2017 1-4PM

A PERFECT OUTING
FOR BRIDES &

THEIR MOTHERS!

- DEALS

~TASTINGS

- VENUE TOURS

- WEDDING VENDORS

INOQUIRE TODAY!

v

WWW MOHAWKFALLS.COM © 603-237-1898 ©

Hosted b_\' Mohawk Falls

1478 Route 26, Colebrook, NH

events@mohawkfalls.com
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Meet Ayla and Ian Scott

an’s mother had saved her mother’s engagement and
Iwedding band for him to use when he got married.
“When my mom gave me the ring that she had been
holding onto, she thought it was kind of gaudy and I should do
something with it,” lan said. “I took it to a jeweler and designed
an engagement ring and then saved the rest of the diamonds
off of it. The rest of the diamonds went into
Ayla’s wedding band, my wedding
band, a set of earrings, and a little
pendant. Theyre all spread out.”
He said he gets lots of com-
pliments on the design, which
resembles branches and wood
knots. “The jeweler did an amaz-
ing job.”
It was far from the only really
personal touch at their wedding.

‘ a7

Ayla & Ian

The couple harvested apples from lan’s uncle’s property
so lan could make 100 personal-size apple crisps for dessert.
He also made his grandmother’s potato doughnuts recipe, and
Ayla’s mom brought pepperoni rolls from West Virginia to rep-
resent Ayla’s roots.

Because traveling is a big theme for the couple, Ayla bought
a bunch of picture frames and decorated them to display photos
“of all of our travels and family and life up to that day.”

Ayla also knew she wanted to do something unusual for her
flowers.

“They’re really expensive and most of the time they get
thrown out after the wedding anyway,” she said. “I just thought
why don’t I dry flowers? It was a huge experiment — I had no
idea how it was going to turn out! It could have been awful.
But it wasn’t.”

She started collecting and drying flowers in August. Friends
donated flowers and feathers throughout the early fall.

“I had a vision that I wanted it to be very fall-esque,” Ayla

said. “It turned out awesome.” r

wfdz’ﬂg
Sunday, January 2

Burke Mountain, Burke, Vermont

$€.ﬂgfa¢
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OShowease

1200-

Be one the first 100
3:0013[]] brides to receive a FREE
TRIP by pre-ordering
your ticket!
Thousands of dollars in
door prizes, along with

TWO GRAND PRIZES!!!

-

A

"";:.
g

ORDER Online today!

myNEevent.com

WIN a HONEYMOON! Plus thousands of dollars in giveways!
Visit with area vendors - from DJ’s to bakeries - all here to help you plan your big day!

603.708.1318

PHOTO BY TOMOKI NOMURA

William Chatlos holds one of his birds.

Doves

Continued from Page 9

that’s what they’re bred for and that’s what they live for.”

They are white like doves because the color is bred out of them.
“Almost like an albino, but not exactly,” said Chatlos. “It takes
some skill and it also takes you as a breeder to breed the right
birds.”

He spends so much time with them that he knows every bird as
an individual. “Even though they’re all white, to me there’s some-
thing different about each one and I can pick that out.”

Logistics of using live animals at a wedding

The most important thing to know is that Chatlos won’t fly his
birds in the winter, heavy rain, winds over 10 mph, or when there
is lots of fog.

“We watch the weather patterns for winds and so forth,” he said.
“It’s for the success of the birds. We want to make safe travel for
them. We like to get them home.”

His ideal is a day with winds under 8 mph with the wind at their
back.

Their season is generally the end of March through the end of
September or early October.

You can find them online at
www.vermontwhitedoverelease.com.

ELECTROLYSIS

By Kathy Norris - Licensed

The Only Approved Method of Permanent Hair Removal
Jfor Men and Women

CONFIDENTIAL + PRIVATE - COMFORTABLE ATMOSPHERE
Call Now For Free Consultation
Gift Certificates

802-626-9776
Rte. 5, 5839 Memorial Drive, Lyndon, Vi.

Have License Will Marry Your Place or Mine

“An Elopement Specialist”  “All Types of Weddings”

MAUREEN A. DEXTER, ESQ.

Justice of the Peace — Minister
108 Union Street - Littleton, NH 03561
(603) 444-5005
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Ayld & Ian

Amanda & Shawn

If you're looking for Style, Selection,
Quality, Value and Great Service then
Betty Dee Fashion

is your o
bridal store. '
Shop top
designers such
as
Rebecca Ingram,
Allure Bridal,
Mori Lee,
Bonny Bridal
& more.

www.shopbettydeesonline.com
www.bettydeesonlineshop.com

87 Main Street, Berlin, NH ¢« 603.752.5141
Hours: Tuesday-Friday 10-5 & Saturday 10-4

Northern Verr t
- Northern Vermon

Localed in and sewing The
Notheast Kingdows since 1991

For a beautiful wedding and reception,
our extensive rental collection includes:
» Tidewater Sailcloth Tents with Clear Sides

* Beautiful white traditional-style wedding tents with
cathedral “French window” sidewalls.

* White New Century Tents (High Peaks) with cathedral
“French window”sidewalls.
¢ Elegant white wooden chairs with padded seats

* Tables in a wide variety of sizes \ THE

* Classic white & ivory Samsonite chairs ) CI.EA ’-’N
* Dance floors OUR TE, E
* Catering Supplies - Convection ovens, grills, etc. oUR

* Complete brand new china and flatware service To DETAI
* Portable tent heaters

* Glassware - Stemware & barware

* Linens to suit your every need, including skirting and napkins
¢ Specialty lighting for evening receptions and more.

www.northernvermonttentrental.com

NVT@@together.net - 802-744-6502
NORTHERN VERMONT TENT RENTAL

4712 Vt. Route 100 ¢ Newport, Vt. 05855

T
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Adventures In Budgeling

How did you pay for your wedding?

I paid for most of it myself. I had
some savings, some money we had
set aside for the wedding. We don’t
L have any loans.
| Our parents chipped in for a cou-

ple things. My mom got my wed-
ding dress for me, which we hadn’t
intended. Jason’s dad paid for the
rehearsal dinner.

Where did you choose to spend your money?

When we decided to do this, we didn’t really set a budget,
but we decided the important things we would put our money
towards — the venue and photographer — and put our money
there. Our decision was to go with a little bit pricier venue,
which included the food. And we put up the extra money to
get the second photographer and videographer. We would
definitely go with the second photographer for anyone who
cares about the photos. We’re very happy with the results.

Anything we could do on our own, we did. We made our
own invitations, our own centerpieces. We bought the stuff
we needed to and we did it.

Britney & Nick

How did you save money
for your wedding?

Our parents gave a gift of $5,000
~\ for the wedding, and we paid the
rest. We started saving very late,
so we were pretty crunched for
! quite a while - and still are now.
We started in the late spring, so
we had to come up with quite a
lot of money in a little time. We
wished we had started saving

much sooner than we did.

Where did you choose
to spend your money?

We always said we wanted to
stay between $12,000 to $15,000.
We knew that the extravagancy
was definitely our food, beverage
and venue. We knew if we were
go- ing to spend money n LS

- - on stuff, these Kelsi & Shane

were  the

‘g things we

S want-

< ed to Did you stay within your budget?

S Did you stay within i spend We just kind of went by the seat

o your budget? money of our pants. We didn’t really |

Y When we were plan- on. have anything. We have very (S8
ning, we spaced put- stubborn mothers and there was (£
ting a tent into the bud- &\ A no getting around having them
get, so that was where ' help! My mother made the can-

w we went over budget. Ayla & lan dles and party favors and my

) But it was less than mother-in-law helped buy some

= Michele & Rob $4,000 for everything. of the food. She paid for half

our cake and half our flowers.

at our Historic Lodge and Lakeside
Cabins on the shores of [_.ake Wallace

AT | Elegant bridal
~Our §xper‘|e?1cedhw'edc(i:'|ng ARG F Bl g 4 bouquets created
s coordinator has helpe ol 147 3 B .
:over 100 couples halze the =& e AR P % especially for your
[x weddmg of their:dreams.. o WA =3 wedding day.
802-748- 5646
[r— 1320 Rabbit Plam

St. Johnsbury, Vermont
www.artisticgardensvt.com

“a falnlly tradition”
Leke Wellece - Consan, Vermont

S

‘Call us today to schedule a complimentary bridal consultation.
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W5, A I The Defails,

There are some important decisions that couples have to make but don’t get a lot of attention.
We asked the couples about three of those issues.

Did you invite children to your wedding?

Michele & Rob
There were kids and grandkids at
Michele and Rob’s wedding, which
was a real family affair.

Amanda & Shawn
There were about five kids. There
was plenty of yard for them to run
around and they had plenty of activi-
ties. They had a good time. I don’t like
having too many people drinking with
kids present.

Ayla & Ian
There were probably 10 or 15 kids
there. At the Alerin Barn there’s a fire
pit and they do s’mores stations, so
there were lots of fun little things for
kids to do. And we had a Polaroid sta-
tion, so the kids loved that.

Britney & Nick

We asked for adults only. We made
it known early on so people could plan
for it. I think after the initial reaction,
it was like, ‘Oh cool a weekend away
with my husband!” We had a huge
dance party and I think a lot of people
let loose because they weren’t worry-
ing about where their kids were.

floor at

Kelsi & Shane
We had a photo booth and the little kids took
a lot of pictures. Other than that, we didn’t do
anything special for them.

The First Stop. on ¥
Burke Viication'ﬁ;:pt'al‘ 3 ould
"\chd ing Party?

* Couples Night?
* Weekend or Week Stay?
® The Whole Season?

We look forward to finding you the perfect place!
Come find all that Burke Mt. &

Kingdom Trails have to offer!

234 VT Rte. 114 * PO Box 400, East Burke, VT 05832
802-626-1161 » wwww.farmandforest.com

Little girls were the life of the party on the dance

Mercedes and Jason’s wedding.

Mercedes & Jason
There weren’t a ton, but the little girls loved
the dance floor. They loved to be out there
dancing and they’d go grab other guests and
bring them to the dance floor!

Did you choose an open bar or a cash bar?

Michele & Rob
A family member gave them a beer keg as
their wedding gift, so they didn’t have to worry
about the bar.

Ayla & Ian
We had an open bar and decided right off the bat
to do beer and wine only. We spent about $3,000.

Amanda & Shawn
We didn’t have a bar at all. Our budget was
small, so we just had people come up for a big
BBQ. It was just like any other normal day
where you want family to get together to have
a BBQ in the summer, and it just happens that it
was for our reception.

Britney & Nick

We did an open bar for the cocktail happy
hour and a cash bar for dinner. We were a lit-
tle bit nervous at first because this could end up
being $4,000 to $10,000. So we put a cap on it,
and they didn’t reach the cap during happy hour.
We felt like it was a nice gesture for our guests
who had spent a lot of money to join us for the
weekend.

Kelsi & Shane
The reception started at 1 p.m. on Sunday, so [
don’t think it was a big thing, or there was a big
need for people to drink a lot.

e,
e ——

How many invitations did you send?

Amanda & Shawn
We sent out no more than 60 invitations. A
couple people didn’t come because of bad tim-
ing.

Britney & Nick
We sent 185 invitations; around 145 showed
up. A couple people said yes and didn’t show up.

Kelsi & Shane
It was mostly family. We had four or five
people not respond, and about 10 people didn’t
show up who said yes. I didn’t really realize who
wasn’t there until after the wedding, but I was
surprised when I realized it.

Mercedes & Jason
I made 65 or 70 invitations to families and
groups. We didn’t have very many people who
declined. Nowadays you can’t get people to send
you an RSVP back, even if you put a stamp on
it for them. I had family members who hadn’t
said they were coming, or they said they weren’t

coming and then they showed up.

Ayla & Ian
We sent out invitations for 160 people; 100
said yes; 60 said no. Two who responded yes
didn’t show up.

Joseph & Kaytlin Riendeau

184 Town Farm Road
Lyndonville, VT 05851
802-272-9563
www.scenic-tents.com
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here are many places you might have

Tfound Sean Markey over the years: writ-

ing about fossil meat and killer kangaroos

for National Geographic News; doing an in-depth

interview with former Secretary of State Colin

Powell; or chronicling the art of making an orches-
tra out of other people’s garbage.

Another place you might find Sean Markey to-
day: behind the camera at your best friend’s wed-
ding.

While Markey still works as a freelance jour-
nalist and photographer, he has also made some
adjustments to spend less time traveling and more
time as a stay-at-home-dad in Peacham, Vermont.
Which is part of what caused him to turn his lens
onto weddings over the past few years.

You can see his journalistic eye all over his brid-
al photos and it makes for an unusual and beautiful
mix.

“I don’t have a commercial sensibility,” Markey
said. “I think I have more of a documentary eye.”

TEMPSON BARN

at fown farm _ —

Located In The

o/){?f(m‘{ 14

Northeast

What caught our attention was a photo the Mac-
Dougalls sent us from their wedding of the dance
floor seen from the point of view of the DJ behind
his mixing station. It is fair to say that this is an un-
usual wedding shot - and all the more captivating
for its singularity.

“I"ve always had an eye for moments, and feel-
ing the emotional import of something that is hap-
pening,” Markey said. “I think as a photographer,
the best thing you can do is ... be a big emotional
sensor. Hopefully with some good technical and
visual skills behind, but just to really - as corny as
it might sound - really open yourself up as a human
being and really respond as a sensitive person to
what you’re seeing.”

He admits to getting “a little verklempt if 'm
really rooting for my couple.”

Getting comfortable

In order to make sure everyone is comfortable
on the day of the wedding, Markey makes an effort
to be with the couple on the rehearsal day to scout

Post & Beam

EVENT BARN
TEMPSONBARN.COM

Tina Simpson
Caitlin Temple

tempsonbarn@gmail.com

695 Town Farm Dr.
Lyndonvi]le, Vermont

802:535-0057
802-535-7062

locations and break the ice.

“I take some pictures, spend a couple hours
being in the room with people, getting close to
them with a camera from time to time,” he said.
“That way, we’re all warming up. And the next day
during the wedding, they kind of get it that they
don’t have to worry about me. I'm going to inject
myself, but I'm not going to take over.”

He finds these “practice” sessions can also help
the couple loosen up so they don’t look too stiff in
their formal portraits on the big day. “It really helps
the couples to practice posing. You wouldn’t think
you’d have to practice posing!” Markey said. “But
if you ask people, ‘I want to take your picture,’
they’ll probably just stand straight and look kind
of like a dead cadaver - face to the camera, straight
on. There’s really an art to turning, practicing some
gestures. And photographers have lots of tricks up
their sleeve to help couples do that spur of the mo-
ment - look at your bride, whisper something in
her ear.”

Markey said there are some general rules for

what people want in their wedding photos: “Guys
want to look strong and macho, and women want
to look beautiful.”

Having already met with him and seen him at
work for a few hours can help people to have fun
on the day of the wedding. “I think people relax
when they feel confident and they know that you
know what you’re doing and you’re comfortable,”
Markey said.

The not-so-obvious shots

On the wedding day, Markey has certain photos
that he has to get, but he also lets his eyes roam for
other shots that aren’t so obvious.

For instance, this year he began taking note of
the mothers of the grooms. Because they were of-
ten less involved with the planning of the wedding,
they also weren’t part of the army making last min-
ute adjustments.

“If someone isn’t actively running around and
throwing up tulle around a gazebo or putting the
flowers out, they re still really important,” Markey
reflected. “As a photographer you sometimes fol-

L 5 S R
= = “&-’1’:
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low the action or the big person-
alities. I just wished I had paid a
little more attention to some of
the visually quieter people.”
Professional judgment

Looking through Markey’s
portfolio, you’ll see as many
black and white photos as those
in color. While many photogra-
phers will shoot everything in
color on the day then translate
some of them into black and
white in post-production, Mar-
key prefers to make his decision
on the spot.

Earlier this year he shot a
wedding where the bride was
getting ready in a dark lodge.
The couple wanted a lot of col-
or photos, but when he saw the
room he knew he’d have to use a
lot of flash and that would com-

plicate an already difficult color
situation.

“The furniture is mismatched
and the drapes are burgundy and
the carpeting is sky blue and the
upholstery from the 1980s is for-
est green,” he said. “It’s going to
look really elegant in black and
white, and it’s going to be pretty
rustic in color and maybe isn’t
going to be the most flattering
choice.”

That eye for detail is part of
what Markey says couples are
paying for when they hire a wed-
ding photographer.

“People are hiring your pro-
fessional judgment and sensibil-
ity,” he said. “You can only hope
that what speaks to you speaks
to the people you’re working for.
But you have to trust that’s why

they hired you and that you’ll
surprise them and do justice to
the moment. That’s a great sense
of responsibility.”
How to choose the right pho-
tographer for your wedding

Markey has a couple of sim-
ple suggestions to help you
choose the right person to shoot
photos at your wedding,

“Ask to see a bunch of photos
from a single wedding,” he said.
“It’s easy for photographers to
cherry pick and take three good
pictures from one wedding and
two good pictures from another
wedding. But I think you’ll get
the best representation by look-
ing at pictures from one wed-
ding. Look at a couple hundred
photos and I think that will give
you the flavor.”

The Sewing

CAROLYN CROSS — EXPERT ALTERATIONS
® Bridal Party Alterations ® One-on-One Bridal Appointments
148 Eastern Avenue ® St. Johnsbury, VT
802-748-1599 ¢ By Appointment 802-535-2467
HOURS: Mon. ® Tue. ® Thur. ® Fri. 10:30 AM - § PM ® Sat. 10:30 AM - 4 PM

Exquisite Bridal &

Formal-Wear

d Designer Gowns by Venus — Casablonca
® Bridesmaids Dresses ® Veils ® Headpieces
* Flower Girl Dresses ® Tuxedo Rentals

Buy Your Wedding Gown & Your

Bridesmaids Dresses are BOGO!

WITH THIS AD! Expires 3/1/17

Groom’s Tuxedo FREE w/5 Paid Rentals Plus $40 OFF

the rest of the party

Studio

Second, make sure that you’re
looking at the work of the right
people.

“Some photographers maybe
have second photographers, so
make sure that you’re looking
at the work of the photographer
that you want to come to your
wedding.”

With a wide variety of expe-
rience, Markey finds something
very special in wedding photog-
raphy.

“People are so happy,” he
said. “It’s really great to work
with people who are having fun
and it’s a really big moment in

their lives.”

Celebrate your wedding at the
Old Stone House Museum

in Brownington, Vermont

Samuel Hall House
Tl

An elegant home built in 1831, set in a rolling agricultural landscape.
There is a large, flat lawn for an 80 ft. tent in back and a stone terrace, perfect for cake
cutting and bouquet tossing. Have the ceremony beside the Prospect Hill Observatory, with
spectacular views of Lake Memphremagog and Willoughby Gap. The Samuel Read Hall
House is also available for rehearsal dinners, family reunions and birthday parties. Visit:
www.oldstonehousemuseum.org and click on Weddings/Functions for more details, and
follow links for Northeast Kingdom wedding services. Call 802-754-2022 or e-mail:
director@oldstonehousemuseum.org.
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Budgeted Vendor Estimate Actual Budgeted Vendor Estimate Actual
Apparel Photography/
Bridal Gown Videography
Veil/Headpiece Formals
Alterations Candids
Bride’s Shoes Extra Prints
Bride’s Hosiery Photo Albums
Bride’s Garter Videography
Jewelry Other
Groom’s Suit Total Photography:
Groom’s Shoes
Engagement Rings Music
Wedding Rings Ceremony Music
Other Cocktail-Hour Music
Total Apparel: Reception Music
Sound System Rental
Flowers/Decorations Dance Floor Rental
Bridal Bouquet Other
Bridesmaid Bouquets Total Music:
Boutonniéres
A Corsages Favors & Gifts
é Ceremony Flowers Hotel Gift Bags
S Flower Girl Buds Attendant Gifts
§ Ring Pillow Bride/Groom Gifts
% Pew Decorations Gifts For Parents
= Table Decorations Gifts For Readers, Etc.
o Reception Decorations Other
Lighting Total Gifts:
Candles
Balloons Stationery
o)
& Other
Q Total Flowers: Save The Date Cards
Invitations/RSVPs
Reception Programs
Venue Rental Seating Place Cards
Table/Chair Rental Menu Cards
Food Thank You Notes
Drinks Postage
Linens Guest Book
Cake Reception Napkins
Favors Calligraphy
Staff And Gratuities Other
Other Total Stationery:
Total Reception:
Other Expenses
Ceremony Wedding Coordinator
Site Fee Rehearsal Dinner
Officiant Fee Engagement Party
Other Showers
Total Ceremony: Salon Appointments
Stag/Hen Parties
Transportation Brunch
Limousine Rental Hotel Rooms
Out-Of-Towners Other
Parking Total Other Expenses:
Other
Total Transportation: Grand Total:
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/ Tying the knot \

Brian and Allison Jones - Scott Stewart, Ayla
were married on Aug. 6, 2016 at and lan’s officiant

Jacksons Lodge, helped Ian get spiffied
Wallace Pond, Vermont. up for the ceremony.

Having fun with her wed-
ding photo, bride Allison
(Weber) Jones shields the
eyes of her flower girl Bris-
tol Weber, as Jones’ brides-
maids and maid of honor
celebrate with a few drinks.

PHOTOS BY MEG BROWN, MEGABUG PHO-
TOGRAPHY
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Starting at the top with her Brseﬁn Vigfé E#;it;iztcc)
arm straight out and go- on July 3 at the St.
ing clockwise are Maid of Johnsbury Athenae-
honor Josie Kenney, brides um in St. Johns-
maids Kelly Jones, Alex- bury, Vermont. They
andra Claus, Hilary Flynn, chos’e to have great
Heathgr Hibbard and Bec- fun with their wed-
ca Leigh. ding party photos.
The men all wore
superhero socks,
J \ while the ladies
Aerith the Labradoodle did  their best

Charlie’s Angels
impression.

Mercedes - My dog had to
be a part of the wedding - there
wasn’t a question about that.

Usually your dog doesn’t
walk you down the aisle. Or
get introduced at the reception.
She walked down with one of
my bridesmaids, but she walked
back with a groomsman.

.

Merceci;s & Ja;bn
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One Mother, TM '

the wedding.

“It started when I jokingly said to my
boys, “You know, if you guys don’t hurry up and
get moving, I’'m not going to be able to see any
grandkids graduate from high school because I’1l
be too dang old!” Cynthia remembered. “And
then boom! They all decided 2016 would be the
year to get married.”

All three of her sons - Michael, 34; Nicholas,
32; and Kevin, 30 - were married in one year.

While the three boys are very close, according
to their mother, they have very distinct personali-
ties and that showed in their weddings.

Michael got married first, choosing a small, in-
timate wedding on a farm in Candia, New Hamp-
shire. He and Megan Trusselle were married out-
doors on Feb. 14.

“It was 9 degrees,” Cynthia said. “We took a
sleigh ride and there was a big bonfire, but we
were outside and cold!”

Kevin got married next, choosing to wed Ra-
chel Maliniak at the Alerin Barn in St. Johnsbury
on Aug. 27.

Nicholas was married to Nicole Macri just a
few weeks later in Park City, Utah on Sept. 17.

“I think we hit a home run on all of them. They
all were very different weddings, very different
places. But all really beautiful and very wonder-
ful to see,” Cynthia said. “They all seem very
happy with the end result.”

F or Cynthia Stanton, 2016 was the year of

CAPITOLPLA
100 STA
MONTPELIE
(802)-22

Mother of the groom(s)

Between attending showers, helping to pur-
chase rings and dresses, and planning the events
themselves, Cynthia’s calendar for 2016 is almost
comical.

“I would say to my husband, ‘This is this week
and these are the things that need to get done be-
cause we can’t leave it all to the last minute be-
cause it will just not work out if we do,” she said.
“Planning like that, you just had to be efficient
about getting everything done. Between northern
showers and southern showers and in amongst
these, we had a nephew get married so there were
showers for that family.”

She is grateful that during her Year of the Wed-
ding she was dealing with three sons rather than
three daughters.

“The involvement of mothers of the groom is
very different than mothers of the bride,” she said.
“Each one of them had me involved with different
things, so that was fun.”

While some mothers have a hard time separat-
ing themselves from the planning of their child’s
wedding, Cynthia didn’t have that luxury. Be-
cause she was involved in so many weddings at
once, she didn’t have time to be involved in every
decision.

“One thing I learned is they [the couple getting
married] are the runners of the show. They’re the
ones it’s for. So I might have some ideas, but I
say, ‘Okay, what do you want to do with this?””

ALL PHOTOS COURTESY OF CYNTHIA STANTON

The three Stanton sons and their brides pose with the Stanton parents at Kevin’s wed-
ding. From left: Michael and Megan with their son Miles, Peter and Cynthia Stanton,

Rachel and Kevin, and Nicole and Nicholas.

Cynthia said. “Each one you had to know who
they were as personalities, and then be involved
as either you were asked or recommended that
you do something. It’s learning that role.”

Doing so many weddings at once also helped
her to see how each couple’s character informed
their wedding. “You had to really look at each
couple’s personality and what their interests
were,” she said. “Their personalities definitely
shone through in what they were planning.”

Financial figuring

As tradition suggests, the Stantons paid for the
rehearsal dinner for each son’s wedding. They
also covered the alcohol at the wedding. “I read
online somewhere that’s what we were supposed
to do,” Cynthia said.

But before they got to
paying the bills, the pa-
rental couple sat down
and looked at their financ-
es. They decided a total
amount of money they
had to spend on weddings,
then divided that in three
- one chunk for each son.

“We wanted to keep it
as fair as possible because
that’s important,” Cyn-
thia explained. If a couple
used all of their money for
their wedding, that was
fine. If they had anything
left over, the son and his
wife received the rest in
cash.

Rehearsal dinners

Each of the rehearsal
dinners required different
levels of input and plan-
ning from Cynthia and
Peter.

For the eldest son - the

outdoor wedding in February - the rehearsal din-
ner was held at one of the Common Man restau-
rants in New Hampshire.

“I had to just book it and then do very limited
stuff for that event,” Cynthia said. “I wasn’t able
to do anything there because it was at a restau-
rant.”

The middle son’s wedding was in Utah, but pri-
or to heading out west, they had a bridal shower
in Brantview Dorm at St. Johnsbury Academy,
where Cynthia works.

“We had everybody wear their hats and pearls,”
Cynthia said.

At first, she said, people were skeptical of the
idea. “But once people really jumped into it a bit,

Michael and Megan get married in southern New Hampshire
outside on Feb. 14.
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Kevin dances with Cynthia at his wedding in the Alerin Barn.

it was very fun. We had a really nice time,” Cyn-
thia said.

Once in Park City, Cynthia and Peter hosted
the rehearsal dinner. “I just had to ask them as
a family, what do you have for suggestions? I
could look online, but I don’t know what’s a good
restaurant, what’s not a good restaurant,” she
said. “So [ took their recommendations and then
called and booked that.”

The youngest son’s rehearsal party was at Cyn-
thia and Peter’s home, and they managed to get
something out of the deal: an excuse to do reno-
vations on their home.

“When you host something at your house,
you’re a little more attentive to some of the things
that you hadn’t seen before,” Cynthia explained.
“So I painted things and we added a sunroom on
our house.”

They also had pizzas made on-site by Farm To
Fire Pizza (see page 24 for more.)

Favorite memories

Cynthia carries a favorite memory from each
of her sons’ weddings.

For Michael: “Listening to my son say the
most heartfelt vows, and he said it from his heart.
It still makes me cry. It was very lovely. He’s a
very, very thoughtful man.”

For Nicholas: “Watching him scurry around
trying to get things ready for the wedding and
how proud he was that everyone was there who
could be there.”

Because Cynthia’s mother and father, both in
their late 80s, were unable to make the trip out
to Utah, Michael hooked a live video feed so the
grandparents could watch the proceedings, which
was a special touch.

For Kevin: “I think watching those two walk
toward each other and how much emotion they
were both feeling ... That was incredibly sweet.”

Advice for other parents

Nicole’s bridal shower was a high tea held at Brantview Dorm in St. Johnsbury.
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Nicholas (left) and Michael (holding his son Miles) offer toasts to their youngest brother

Kevin at his wedding.

This guide is always filled with advice for the
bride and groom, but Cynthia Stanton is well po-
sitioned to offer freshly-acquired advice to other
mothers.

“Really have the conversations with kids about
what they would like to have - what kinds of
things they hope to have be part of their event,”
she offered. “But also be very clear about what is
able to be done from the family. And also com-
municating that with the other family, to make

A Great
With The Perfect Tent!

We will work with you to choose exactly the
right supplies for your wedding.

SOND

Tents * Tables ® Chairs ® China * Flatware ® Dance Floors ® Grills ® Party Supplies

info.allaroundrental@gmail.com

www.callaroundrental.com

Route 5 North, St. Johnsbury, VT

sure that everybody is on the same page, to make
sure that you’re not going to put anybody in a bad
spot.”

Unsurprisingly, she said, it all comes down to
one word: Communication.

“And just making sure that the couples were
getting what they needed and wanted and that we
weren’t impeding that in any way. And that we
were doing the kinds of things that they wanted to
have,” she concluded.

OPEN: Monday-Friday 7-5:30
Saturday 8-4 ¢ Sunday 9-1

802-748-7841
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How did you keep yourselves organized?

Michele — My mother is very good with lists,
so she helped with that. We had lists as to what
needed to be done and who should be doing what.
As things got done, we crossed them off the list
or added more as someone thought of something.
We had one list that everyone worked off of on a
yellow pad.

How did you keep yourselves organized?
Amanda - 1 focused on the most important things — the dress, the tux and the
rings. Then the other stuff just kind of flowed. We both work in a hardware store,
so it was easy to get the mason jars, or the BBQ baskets you can use for your food.
We had so much help between our moms for getting everything for the wed-
ding. We didn’t want to spend a lot of money on the wedding.

Bhe Hitwen

Greovy Classic Hibs

The perfect wedding party band with songs everyone loves to dance to. You’ve
seen The Hitmen at First Night, Danville Fair, Joe’s Pond Pavilion, Newport 4th
of July, and Aquafest.

Playing dance hits from Billie Jean to Walk This Way. She Loves You to Brown
Sugar. Hits by Doobie Brothers, The Cars, Van Morrison, Van Halen, Motown,
Loverboy, Elton John, and more classic hits from the 60s, 70s, 80s and 90s.
The ultimate dance band for weddings, reunions, proms, receptions, school
dances, festivals, fairs and shows.

Now hooking spring and summer. Like our Facehook page The Hitmen Groovy Classic Hits

Contact: SunnySkyEntertainment@outlook.com
802-626-3317

Entertainment for festivals, fairs, parties and weddings. All styles of bands,
strolling musicians, balloon clowns, magicians, DJs & more.

* Conservation Framing For Your
Wedding Photos

% ¢ Shadow Boxes for Wedding Keepsakes
A, ¢ Signature Mats & Frames
", * Gift Certificates

485 Lafayette Street, St. Johnsbury, VT ¢ 802-748-3964

www.framingformat.com
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What challenges did you have in staying organized? \

Ayla - When we were planning our wedding, we also y AT
moved across country and we were living in between houses %
from May until August. : S

lan - We were planning a wedding while we were pretty Ayla & Ian
much homeless while we were bouncing around getting our
feet on the ground in Vermont.

How did you keep yourselves organized during planning?

Ayla — We had a box that we put anything and everything into. And a notebook. That
was about it!

What apps/websites did you use for wedding planning?

The Knot — It was very user-friendly. It made coordinating our guests a lot easier; 90
percent of our guest list were coming from the west coast and most of them had never been
to New England before. We spent lots of time to make it very detailed about directions,
where to stay, what to see. Having that tool for them - for that aspect alone it was amazing.

See More Organizing, Page 22

Sew Much More

Providing Quality Service Since 1993

Sew Much More received an Elite Dealer of the e
year award for 2010 through 2016 from
Jim’s Formal Wear, the largest distributor
of formal wear in the U.S.
“The award is based on rental volume, order

accuracy and Exceptional Customer Service”

Tuxedo Rentals

Gown Alterations & Steaming
Gown Preservation

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:00 and Sat. 9:00-1:00

45 Union Street * Littleton, NH * 603-444-6545
www.sew-much-more-tuxedo.com

_/ \

Meet Kelsi and Shane MacDougall

elsi and Shane started dating when they were
B both in high school at Lyndon Institute. When
ey decided to get married nine years later,
they wanted to signify the length of their commitment.

“After our ceremony, we released nine doves to sig-
nify our ninth anniversary,” Kelsi told us (to learn more
about dove releases, see page 9.)

Kelsi did most of the wedding planning because
she said she was very specific about what she wanted.
“[Shane] just let me go off and do my own thing,” she
said. “I showed him and told him what we were doing,
and he was okay with it all.”

They stayed within their budget with one exception:
the decorations.

“They didn’t all go as planned,” Kelsi said. “The
decorations I think I spent too much time thinking
about and buying. I don’t think I needed as much stuff
as I bought. [ was happy with everything else.”

Because they were married at the beginning of the
school year, Kelsi didn’t want to immediately take
time off from her job as a teacher for the honeymoon.
Instead, they took a “mini-moon” to Boston to see the
Celtics play. They’re planning their big honeymoon
for next summer, although they haven’t yet decided
where they want to go. ‘

“We’re totally debating,” she said. “We don’t know if we want to
20 to a beach or an outdoor thing. It depends on how much money

\ we can save.”

/ New!
. REGISTRY
Nest ) - 5

couple!

Come in the store and meet with our

Registry Consultant

* Dinnerware P * Bedding
* Glassware w * Barware
* Flatware 4 |_t * Home Decor
. Kitchenware | = . * Luggage
* Rugs [ — Dining Linens
FREE “Treasures For Your Nest”

Delivery
Within 60 Mile

Wedding Couple Earns 10%
Radius

Treasure Points for Total Registry

97 MAIN STREET, LITTLETON * TELEPHONE: 603-259-3280
WWW.NESTOFLITTLETON.COM

Visit Us on Facebook /

T

ejuabely uein

xoe|g



T 22| Weddings

The Record | 2017

More Organizing

Continued from Page 21

What challenges did
you have in staying
organized?

I had wanted one year
for planning, but school ) \
got in the way, so I [ g € 3
started Christmas break. . S
I had about 9 months. 1 Kelsi & Shane
don’t know if it would
have been enough if I hadn’t had the summer off
school to plan as well.

How did you keep yourselves organized?

Kelsi - I'm pretty organized because I’'m a teacher.
It’s my personality. I had lists on my phone and my
computer and had everything written down by dates.

Did you have a wedding website?

We did. It wasn’t helpful, only because I thought
my sister was going to give out the links, and she
thought we were giving it out, so it never went out. It
would have been helpful if we’d sent the link out on
one of the invitations.

0 I used the Knot, which gave me a really helpful
S checklist—a timeline of what I needed to do by when.
S
<
)
Q
1)
-
o n
Bridal Sets x
® Engagement Rings J l\
) " C s b a
Q Anmvcrs(zly Bands . \ 'y "/
Gentlemen’s RN
Diamond Bz o
Tungsten .
74 i)
el I ,/_,],_,
With our stunning
selection and
quality, it’s the
one thing she’ll
wear forever.
r
-
Sovuline’s
Main Street
West Stewartstown, NH 03597
(603) 246-3303
www.paulinesboutique.com
e
facebook
L

How did you keep
yourselves organized?
Britney —Ihave a fold-
er and I have binders!
What websites or apps
helped you during
planning?

The Knot - The checklist on there is
really helpful. It breaks down what you have
to do six months before your wedding and
three months before your wedding.

Pinterest — You can just type in anything
with your colors and get ideas for different
types of flowers or other ideas of what other
people have done and then just stem off that.

How did you keep your-
self organized during
planning?

Mercedes - 1 kept
things in a folder to-
gether in my email.
I categorized things
that way. I'm not a

super organized per-
son but [ like to keep
things in the right
place and when it
counts I can do that.

Jason — Mercedes did a lot of the planning, but
some of it got kicked to me at the end. A lot of

the finalization, but Mercedes did 90% of all the
work.

What websites or apps helped you during

planning?

WeddingSpot.com - I could organize my guest
list and when they accepted/rejected the invita-

tion.

THE CARPET
CONNECTION gy

.0 AT G 0 AT A5 R 4 R m

RETAIL & WHOLESALE ~ “The Flooring Specialists”
“We Sell Only Flooring; That SAVES You Money.”

199 Depot Street * Lyndonville, VT

802-626-9026

www.thecarpetconnectionvt.com

ILRES
S AL OIN

Paul Mitchell Focus Salon
Specializing in ...
Just You

Park Street, Stewartstown, NH
603-246-8824

Joanne Rancourt, Proprieter

E,Z;(ﬁ///ye ([/ cur Q7!%,/(,%,‘,/

Sarah Kelley
ROMANCE SPECIALIST
802-274-2298

,@'//ﬁ/m’ (@) f/?,)/y,,,,;

Sarahssensualsensations69@gmail.com
www.sweettoydelights.com/SarahKelley

Alterations

e Bridal  Prom
Prompt Turnaround Time

Unique Gifts &

Wedding Favor
Items

50 MAIN ST. - LITTLETON, NH

603-444-6555
Wed.-Sat. 11-5 e Sun. 12-4
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Kell &Shan;

Michele & Rob

) \N

Azalea Sun

e Tanning ¢ Facials ¢ Body Scrubs
e Deep Tissue Massage (by appt.)

Coming Soon:

MANICURES & PEDICURES
¢ Custom bridal
o N W) packages
3 .__‘g_? f
1 I‘; “ ©  foryou&your
'&3»" ok wedding party.

I used thankfulregistry.com and I would
highly recommend it to anybody. It’s
amazing! It’s a registry that you can pull |
off of any website, any store — etsy, or
even a friend’s website. It’s a $30 fee
and the registry is valid for one full year.
1 did a lot of research and this one was the
most user friendly. It was very easy for
anyone, whether or not you’re comput-
er savvy to use the website. It was also
very, very easy for me to add gifts to it.

Most people gave us gifts off the registry. Since we knew that
so many people were traveling for the wedding, on our website
we were like, bring us your favorite vinyl record, because we got
a record player off the registry.

\\ 15 Hill Street  Danville, VT 802.684.3939//

ﬁritney & Nick

We cater and provide a
fabulous home cooked
meal at a “Great Price”

THAT’S WHAT WE DO!

Topic of e Town
FAMILY RESTAURANT

“Where People
Never Leave
Hungry”

After “I Do” Comes Forever...Let

; detaﬂs

INTERIOR FASHIONS

Create Your Happily Ever Af\tger.

Visit us for your Home Decor needs
“Bridal Registry”
www.detailsinteriorfashions.com
106 Main Street — Littleton, NH — 603-444-7444
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ver the last couple of years
Owe’ve been hearing about a
new trend: an on-site pizza par-

ty for weddings and rehearsal dinners.

Last year, Jeff and Paula Geil of Mon-
roe, New Hampshire, entered the field by
rolling out their own wood-fired oven to
public and private events around the area.

It all started because they are pizza
lovers themselves.

“We personally were looking to have
a wood-fired oven at home and decided
it was prohibitive to put it in the house
and wanted to make sure we could take
it if we moved,” Jeff Geil said. “It sort of
grew into, hey we can make a business
out of this if it’s on wheels.”

And thus Farm To Fire was born.

“It’s a fully-enclosed trailer. I designed
it so the side of the trailer opens up,” Geil
said. “People get a view of the full kitch-
en and wood-fired oven, so they get a full
view of the live action.”

They’ve brought their pizza trailer to
venues around the area included the Aler-
in Barn, Bishop Farm and the Pioneer

/4 Scemc _S)etttng ..

Ce[e[o’zate

yOLL’Z IOV@

Barn, as well as private homes. “We pull
up to somebody’s home and set up there,”
Geil said. “We just need a standard 15 or
20 amp outlet so we don’t have to run a
generator, we can just plug in.”

And with that one outlet, they’re up
and running!

“We’re very quiet and pretty much
self-contained. We have water on board
and our heat source is wood, so it’s very
inviting and very entertaining for guests.”

The couple hosting the party selects
five pizzas from the menu of 20 offerings.
The Geils keep the buffet table filled with
those five pizzas for as long as people are
eating, along with salads and appetizers.

“We’re producing pizzas as they’re be-
ing consumed,” Geil said. “We’re cook-
ing on the floor at between 500 and 600
degrees, so the pizzas cook very quickly.
We cook three to four pizzas at a time, so it
goes fairly quickly. But if everybody comes
up at once, they can clean the table up!”

All of the pizzas are sliced before go-
ing on the buffet table, and guests can re-
turn as many times as they want to sam-

Kregg and Regan MacPherson enjoy Farm To Fire Pizz

PHOTO BY MEGABUG PHOTOGRAPHY, COURTESY OF FARM TO FIRE PIzzA

za with their son Jaxon.

INn New HAamPSHIRE's WHITE MIOUNTAINS
The Town & Country Inn and Resort is the perfect destination

for your wedding. We offer personalized, value-priced packages

and lodging. We can accommodate
ging 70:&11 o &u«@
INN «*RESORT

gatherings of 50 to 400, and provide a
Shelburne, NH

variety of menu choices — prepared by T
our award-winning chef. 603-466-3315

TownandCountrylnn.com

AMAZING MEETS AFFORDABLE

WE'LL CATER TO
YOUR NEEDS AND o Tradjtional Meals
YOUR BUDGET * Buffets * On & Off Site

Grilling & Smoking
* Flatware & Napkins
* Rehearsal Dinners

With no set menu, we work with
you to make your special day
affordable & amazing. From

traditional meals to our American

barbecue we cater to your needs
with experience & expertise.

EVERYBUDDY S CATERING

Call Rick for a free quote before you book your special day
802-626-8685 « www.EverybuddysCasualDining.com
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ple the different types of pizzas - or get more of a favorite.

They are also able to take care of people with dietary restric-
tions, like gluten or dairy sensitivities, as well as vegetarian and
vegan guests.

They’re also happy to take requests to add something or leave
something off a particular pie, as long as they have the ingredi-
ents on-hand for the day.

Speaking of ingredients

The Geils grow a lot of their own vegetables for use on the
pizzas, and source as much else locally as they can.

“We try to source from local farm markets and our own gar-
den. We grow our own garlic and tomatoes and basil,” Geil said.

“Meats are a little more difficult to say they’re all local-
ly-sourced,” he said. “But if clients request that, if they want
specific meats, we’ll certainly source them accordingly.”

They also use local cheeses from area farms as often as pos-
sible.

Why it’s nice to have a wood-fired oven at a celebration

“It’s sort of warming,” Geil said. “The oven itself draws you
in, the wood-fired aspect. People ask a lot of questions and it’s
fun to share our passion.”

He and his family, who work the pizza oven together, enjoy
weddings in particular. “There’s a lot of happy moments there,
and to be part of that, and to see smiling faces because they’re
enjoying the food and the physical presence of a wood-fired
oven,” Geil said. “It’s fun to learn about the new couple and
their families.”

Farm To Fire Pizza can travel May through October, and they
operate rain or shine.

You can find them online at www.farmtofire.pizza.

CRAFT BEER iy LOCAL FOOD \ilr VERMONT SPIRITS

..KINGDOM__,
TAPROOM

A unique event venue with an intimate stage, dance

60’ x 80’
Structure

1 Fairgrounds Rd. « PO Box 343 « Lyndonville, VT 05851
CONTACT: Larry Ruggles at 802-274-2478

floor, comfortable lounge and bar area. Ideal for receptions,

celebrations, and private gatherings. Elegant in-house cateri
the best selection of craft beer and Iocal] -3 C

Please call to

arrange a tour

and receive . . .

catering For reservation and catering details please contact

and event our Manager via KingdomTaproom@gmail.com or 802.424.1355
information. 397 Railroad 5t. in downtown St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

www.kingdomtaproom.com
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Old - A pin of my father’s - it
was a small cross and [ put it
on my bouquet
New — My dress
Borrowed — A princess
crown that I borrowed from
my future mother-in-law
Blue — My garter

i, e e, R N
S ——

Old - An an-
gel pin that my
mother  gave
to my sister to
wear when she
got married

New — The _
necklace T wore — I didn’t
want it to be just a diamond |
or pearls. So it was a brand
new sterling silver neck-
lace with a moonstone in it
and two white sapphires.

Borrowed - Earrings
from my friend Caitlin

Blue — A little blue
charm from my mother-in-law

Mercedés & Ja;on

| @0@/ New/Bowvowed,/ B

Old - Earrings
made from lan’s
grandmother’s
rings

New —My dress |

Borrowed - A
pin that has been
passed down by
a whole train of
women who have
used it as their
something borrowed for generations

Blue — Really beautiful embroidered
labels that had our married initials sewn
into it, and I had that sewn into my dress

d

i
Ayla & la

i, e P e, R N
S ——

Old and borrowed
- A cake cutting set
from my grand-

mom and grand-
! mother used at
¢ their weddings
New - my
dress
Blue - My
undergarments

Kelsi & Shane

DBIEELTME

Rustic Elegance for = Pendleton Blankets
Body, Home, Lodge, - April Cornell Linens
Camp & Cabin ~ ForYour Table

| o6 Pillows * Rugs -
" «6 Woodenware

"'__":é'\ Registry .

- For Your Wedding
. - Wedding Fashions -

370 RAILROAD ST
~— ST. JOHNSBURY, VI
_802-748-2423

BOUTIQUE
GALLERY
JEWELERS

yoar weo’o(thg {_;iz;zys should be
as eno/uriny asjour love . ..
fﬂ-

* Diamonds

* Wedding Bands
* Custom Designs
* Bridal Registry

< Meet Britney and Nick Bigelow N

ritney and Nick decided up front that they had
three priorities: their venue, their food, and their

photographer. They would spend their money there
and do everything else on their own.

Some couples who make the
DIY decision end up panicked
because things take longer
than they expected. But be-
cause they had 16 months to
plan, the couple told us that
they never felt rushed.

But they were working
hard.

“For a while we called our
basement the wedding sweat-
shop,” Nick joked. “We’d go
down there on Sunday afternoons and our moms
would come over and we’d get done what we got done.”

And they made other choices that were special to them as
a couple. For instance, rather than buying party favors for all
the guests, they made a donation to the National Parkinson’s
Foundation, something that is important to both of them.
“Our families were pretty touched by that,” Britney said.

And rather than having their groomsmen pay a lot of mon-
ey for a short-term tux rental, they were talking about pos-
sibly buying suits. Then one day, while shopping in at the
outlets in Tilton, New Hampshire, they wandered into the
Van Heusen store, which was having an 80 percent off sale.

“We were in the store and we found the suits!” Nick said.
That began an afternoon of texting back and forth with their
groomsmen about sizes and measurements. “Our grooms-
men paid us back for them, but we got their suits for under
$100.”

And with only a few exchanges, everything fit!

d

ﬁritney & Nick

your weo/oé'zzy isn/ the on/y /Ainy you

should p/an /o be pezjfec/. Loet us Ae@ you
mabke your Aoneymoon  just as p/eczsuraé/e.

Contact either:
Amy Snider » 802.766.2941 « www.cloud9parties.com/asnider
Cindy Besaw « 802.766.9280 » www.cloud9parties.com/chesaw
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jﬂwdv Favonite Momvents

Michele — My favor-
ite moment that day was
when my son and I were
! walking down the aisle. I
I had a split second when
[ felt like everything was
perfect. It felt like my dad

was actually pushing my

son and I down the aisle
toward my soon-to-be

husband. That’s when I
knew that everything had come together perfectly
and we were where we were supposed to be.

Rob — Stepping out of the camper with my broth-
er by my side and walking over and standing there,
and just waiting for Mrs. Foster to come wandering
\ down the aisle. And she did! f

Michele & Rob

Ayla — Walking down the aisle, I
finally got to see him. Every single
part of that moment - it was like
tunnel vision. I didn’t see anyone
else, I just saw lan. He wrote
the song that 1 walked down
the aisle to. I just saw him and I
couldn’t look at anything but his
eyes and hear this music and feel
my mom beside me. It was the
best moment of my life.
Ian — Seeing her come down
the aisle was an amazing mo-
ment, and thank God it took some time because I was trying to
hide tears and keep my composure. But the best moment was ex-
changing our vows. Just locking eyes with my favorite person in
the world and being able to share with each other; very much in
front of everybody else around us, but only seeing her.

Sanderson’s

WOODEN BOWLS

EAST BURKE, VT

Hond Turned
Wooden Bowls and Pens

Sanderson’s Woodturning
Sam & Weeza Sanderson
2902 VT Rte. 114
East Burke, VT 05832
802-626-9622 * www.vtbowls.com

CoME VisIT OUR SHOWROOM!

Kingdom
Cupcakes

Adrienne D’Olimpio
Special Orders Available!
802-626-1107
www.kingdomcupcakes.com
kingdomcupcakes@hotmail.com

Britney — Seeing Nick. We had
debated doing a first look but we
didn’t. T was walking down the
stairs with my dad and we were
talking and both crying. Then
you look and Nick is bawling
too.
Nick—1remember everybody
telling me that the first time you
saw your soon-to-be wife com-
ing down the aisle, you’d feel
like you just got punched in the
chest and you wouldn’t be able
to breathe. She finally came around the corner and they were right
— I couldn’t breathe. I was trying to wipe my face. [ was a mess.

Jason — Having everyone there. We’re all busy, so
we don’t really get to see family and the friends. Hav-
ing everyone there was actually really nice.

Mercedes — When we shared our cake for the first
time, we kind of laid it on a bit. I almost bit off his
thumb! He was really pushing it in, and his thumb was
in my mouth so I just bit it. It was just a perfect mo-
ment and we got great pictures to capture it perfectly.

CEDAR (GROVE FUNCTIONS

All Occasmn Rental Hall
3588 Calendar Brook Road, Sutton, VT

Weddings * Parties * All Types of Celebrations
Large Facility * Ample Parking

Call Janet Simpson
802-626-5896 * 802-274-3779

Kelsi - We were do-
ing a generations dance
and my grandparents
were the last people on
the dance floor. They’ve
been married 60 years
and my grandfather was
crying. He’s sick with
cancer now, so it was just
a beautiful moment for my grandmother and grandfather to
be up there dancing and be so emotional. He didn’t know if
he could make it to my wedding, so that was a good moment.

Kelsi & Shane

Shawn — Marrying

my wife. She was
beautiful. Very stun-
ning.

Amanda — Walk-
ing up to him and
Just seeing his face
and knowing I’'m
going to marry my
best friend for the

rest of my life.

BENTLEY’S

bakery and cafe

HILL STREET
DANVILLE, VT

bentleysbakeryvt.com ¢ (802) 684-3385

Pastry Chef and Owner, Tarah Fontaine, specializes in
Custom Designed, Traditional and Rustic Wedding Cakes.
CALL FOR A CONSULT AND CAKE TASTING

Hand Crafted
Custom Jewelry

“Till the end
of time”

Choose from a number of engaging designs, or let us create
a unique piece of jewelry from existing treasured heirlooms.
A one-of-a-kind custom ring you've always envisioned!

Tigran Muradian, Jeweler

21 Main Street | Littleton, NH | 603.444.2200
www.tmjewelers.com [E&
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gether putting stuff
together and ac-
complishing stuff.
Britney — He was obsessed with the checklist!
Nick — That was my favorite thing, checking stuff
off.

ﬁritney & Nick

What was the most stressful part
of planning your wedding?

Nick — Getting everything to Loon Mountain Re-
sort. Not using vendors, we didn’t have any way to
deliver the cakes or the flowers. Everything we’d cre-
ated for the last year and a half, we had to figure out
how to pack it and get it to Loon, and where to store
it over night. Once we got everything where it was
supposed to be, I felt a lot less stress.

i, e e, R N
S ——r

What was the
most fqn part of What was the most fun Wh:lt zvals the. most fun
plannmg ygur part of planning your par ow g)dzlil;m;g your
.Weddlng- weddip g’ ' Reconnecting. with
Nick — All the Ayla — 1 think one of | fronds and £ g'l o
time we spent to- the most fun parts for me riends and tamily. Une

was sending out the in-
vitations and getting the
RSVPs back. It was also
one of the most daunting
tasks — rounding up ev-
eryone’s addresses, etc.
But once you did, it was
this realization that, oh
my god, we’re going to have all of our favorite, most
loved people at once place at the same time. I think for
me it was the first time that I had realized that. Then
getting the RSVPs back was like YAY'!

lan — Also harvesting all the food and getting to hang
out with our friends for that week putting it all together
last minute.

What was the most stressful part
of planning your wedding?
Ayla — This was the first time [’ve ever done this. A

Ayla & Ian

OLD SILO

- FARM

WEDDINGS * EVENTS ¢ PARTIES
HISTORIC FARM IN ST. JOHNSBURY, VERMONT

CONTACT US FOR TOURS & PRICING
WWW.OLDSILOFARM.COM * (802) 7489613 K1 @ &

Most Fum va. Most Sthessfud

of my bridesmaids I
hadn’t seen in three
years, so I got to see her.
That was great!

Kelsi & San;

i, N —

What was the most fun part
of planning your wedding?

Mercedes - 1t was fun to have the control over
my wedding. I enjoyed putting people with certain
things and choosing the colors. The decorating and
making my invitations was fun for me.
What was the most stressful part of
planning your wedding?

g treVsZ?lflt V;i: (t)lfle ;::g;tin lot of my friends aren’t married yet, so I've never been Jason — The deadline!
O oufwe d dill: > J 1nyolved in the planning process. We were going into it Me{’ cedes — ”ljryu?g to get ev-
S, Shcfwn All o fgi.t was without a road map. I don’t know are things supposed erything d.one in time. I did a
3 full to cost this much? I don’t know if I'm doing this right. I lot of thlpgs myself because
=< stressful , don’t know if I’'m doing it on the right timeline. I was trying to save money.
et Amandclzl‘ - " There S Ian — Some of our lists were the same lists over and There were just some projects
o not Oglel't ing that wasn't over and over again because we couldn’t focus while # _ that couldn’t get done, but [ was
a stresstul? _ PR also finding a house and starting new jobs. ; : working all the way until the
Amanda & Shawn Mercedes & Jason JRMESHIETSATY

s Planning a Special Day

3 THE in Franconia,

New Hampshire's
White Mountains?

Let us help arrange lodging for your
guests, family, and friends with all
the comforts of home.

Call us today and let us show you
just how affordable, easily enjoyable
& fun professionally managed
vacation rentals are.

FRaNCONla

Notch Vacations

800.247.5536 * 287 Main Street ¢ Franconia, NH 03580

VRITA www.vVisitfranconianotch.com
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Mercedes — Don’t get so caught
up in the details. People are there
to see you and the one you love
joined together and celebrate
your day. The fact that your
napkins don’t match your
i bridesmaids earrings doesn’t
matter. Get everyone fed and
happy and enjoy yourself!
Jason — Definitely lean
on each other. At the end of
everything, Mercedes was
freaking out and finally said
to me, ‘Call the photographer, talk to them and finalize ev-
erything.” Everyone will definitely be there to help.

Mércedés & Jaﬁon

\_

Britney — I would tell them to
not rush it. I think that was why
we were so relaxed throughout
our whole planning. It wasn’t
rushed and we were able to
do a lot of things ourselves
and then put our money
where we thought it was
most important. And doing
the planning together was a
lot of fun!
Nick — Make sure you
take the time to relax and not be stressed on
your wedding day. It goes by so fast — the day is what it

Ko
Britney & Nick

is. Just let it happen. r

Kisten A. Wolfe

Pianist & Organist

Events:
Weddings, Memorials/Funerals,
Parties & Other Celebrations

Lessons:
Piano & Saxophone

802.498.5808
Kristen Wolfe@musician.org

www.KristenWolfeMusic.com
www.facebook.com/KristenWolfeMusic

Zoé D'Olimpio
MW \Vedding and
Special Event
Violinist
zoerose17(@gmail.com

References available
upon request.

Ian and Ayla — Breathe! Ay la & lan

Ayla — Don’t get down on
yourself if you feel like every single part of it isn’t fun and the most
awesome thing that you’re doing. That’s okay. You’re planning a very
large event. ’'m planning an event for 100 people. It’s stressful. And
it’s okay to feel that way.

You’re going to have the most important people around you in one
space. Nothing else is as important. You’re getting MARRIED to your
best friend, the person you love most in the world. That’s what matters.

e ——

Amanda - Take your time
with it. Communicate with
each other. It’s good to have
both people’s input. It’s not
! just one person’s wedding,
¥ it’s both of yours. Both peo-
ple’s input are just as im-
portant. And you don’t have

\_

Kelsi - Let other peo-

ple help you. I think the
\ reason why I was so
stressed was because
I did the whole thing
by myself. [ was spe-
cific and I knew what
[ wanted and I thought
other people wouldn’t,
so [ didn’t accept or
ask for any help. f

Rob - Just relax. Just enjoy
each other and enjoy whatev-
er it is you want to do. Not a

lot of stress and pressure is
i needed. A lot of young kids
| today, they just want to

Jjump into things. I'd maybe
want to see them procrasti-

nate a little. Be smart about
your decision.
Michele — Enjoy the
planning, enjoy the time.
Remember that if everything doesn’t turn out just perfect,
the only one who’s going to know that is you. Remember,
this is just the first day of your life — yes you want it perfect,
but you have more days. This is just one day.

Michele & Rob

to spend a lot of money to
have a beautiful wedding.

Maureen & Bob s
Closet

Ladies’ New & Gently Worn
Formal Wear for that
Special Occasion

Open by Appointment
Call: 603-444-5005
108 Union Street
Littleton, New Hampshire

Apple Cheddar
Catering, LLC

Serena Parker — Gail Paquette

“Deliciously Simple”
Appetizens, Dessents, Fresh Baked Goods, Custem Cafies,
Full Meal Catering, Euent Planning
802-626-9814
836 Whipple Hill Road e Lyndonville, VT 05851

applecheddarcatering@yahoo.com + www.applecheddarcatering.com

for your special day from

" Riff Flower Shop

202 Main St. * Lancaster, N.H. ,-3; q
\V_;Servmg Brides in the North Country for over 30 years. - (- A ¢

We do it your way!

(ges gl QL
signature of excellence

Bridal Registry

FINE CRAFT
GALLERY

81 Main Street
Littleton, NH
603-444-1099

littleton.nhcrafts.org
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Meet Mercedes and Jason Edgar N

hen Mercedes decided to hand-make personalized
s)s, invitations for her guests, she didn’t realize the
project was going to take two months.

Their wedding theme was vintage/rustic, so she bought scrap-
book paper with interesting patterns. Then she got a bunch of
doilies from a friend, along with vintage doilies her mother had

collected in the 1970s. “I love how pretty doilies are. They’re
vintage and really neat,” she said.

Inspired by projects she had seen on Pinterest, she tried to

turn the doilies into a chandelier (Google DIY doily wedding
chandelier if you don’t believe her).

When that didn’t work to her satis-
faction, she decided to use them for the
invitations. “I custom cut them so that
they would fold over the front of my in-
vitations and into the inside,” she said.
“And I got some rice paper that was see
through that you could print on it. [ used
that and I printed the text and it laid over
my actual invitations.”

Every invitation was individually de-
signed. “They were really pretty,” Mer-
cedes said. “That’s why it took me two
months!”

\ “It was a lot of work,” agreed Jason.

_:._-:: !4
Mercedes & Jason

Mary’s New You

€E¥ SALON & DAY SPA
603-788-2684

* We have 7 Hairstylists 50 we can accommodate your

entire wedding party!

* Facials, Acrylic Nails, Manicures, Pedicures, Waxing,
Updos, Airbrush Makeup, Aveda make-up applications,
Axxium Gel Laquer, Men & Women Haircuts.

Also, do you want to get vid of yourfine lines and wrinkles?
We bave a red lt‘gbt tbempy bed!!

Check for our VALENTINE SPECIALS

98A MAIN STREET
LANCASTER, NH 03584

Post-W Blues

Some couples report that after a year or more of planning-for a single day, when the music and
lights are turned off, they have a sense of post-wedding blues. Others are elated that the big day went
well.

Ayla — Post-wedding blues was huge for both of us.

An extended wedding - With friends and family coming
from all over the globe to celebrate, the Scott wedding
event lasted for about 10 days. Ayla said, “People started
arriving the Monday before the wedding. We had a very
casual rehearsal dinner on Thursday. On Friday we did
a big meet and greet at the Comfort Inn for everyone.
Saturday was the wedding. Sunday we had people
come back to stay in Montpelier. We went out to eat
and to the bars for the next three days, as everyone left
one by one. It was really nice because it wasn’t a mass
exodus of everyone you love being suddenly gone.”
The last guest left the Wednesday after the wedding.

Ayla & Ian

e N
S ——r

Kelsi - 1 think that I was very happy that it
was over. It was four weeks into the school year
and I was trying to finish up the wedding. It felt
like after the wedding I returned back to my job.
It was successful and I was happy to move on.

Nick — T was very sad the next weekend when I had no
crafts to do.

Britney — Sense the sarcasm!

Nick — The next day wasn’t a let down, but after 16
months of planning and all of a sudden it’s done in a few
days. I guess it was a little bit of a shock. It went fast.

Their biggest regret - Not taking leftovers from their
wedding buffet. Nick said, “One of the waitresses came
up and said, ‘If you want a to-go box let me know what
you want and we’ll put it together.” We didn’t think any-
thing of it. But Sunday night we were like, What are we
going to have for dinner?”

Britney & Nick

° Contemporary
* Casual

* Country

& | Whatever your style or |
o\ | budget ... we bave the
L expertise to make your
special day beautiful.

Call today to schedule your wedding consultatlon
Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30-5:30 * Saturday 9-5 * Closed Sunday

THE ANTIOUE ROSE FIQIST

111 Central Street, Woodsville, NH ¢ 603-747-3999

[ookmg 60)\, %ﬁ Aﬂ@ww@('@@au

= e We have a beautiful
dining room and a great

cozy pub for your

“Rehearsal Dinner” or

“Special Party”

Call for, mone information.
The Inn at
Whitefield

RESTAURANT & PUB

innatwhitefield.com

603.837.2400 — www.
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Many thanks to the professional photographers whose
work grace the pages of this publication.

Amanda and Shawn Liberty - Tina Mitchell

Ayla and Ian Scott - Elaine Sheldon

Britney and Nick Bigelow - Jordan Royer

Kelsi and Shane MacDougall - Sean Markey

Mercedes and Jason Edgar - Geoffrey McLoughlin

Michele and Rob Foster - GM Fotography

We offer a variety of tent styles and
sizes, dance floors, band platform,
lighting options, tables/chairs.

NEW RESTROOM TRAILER

000 000O0OGCOISISG
0000000 OOS
=

Call today to schedule an appointment to meet with our event planners

UNDERCOVER TENTS
P.O. Box 142, Bradford, Vermont 05033
(802) 222-5601

Email us: undercovertents@gmail.com
Visit us online: www.undercover-tents.com

Tents & Tables & Chairs

BRADFORD VT §02-222-5601

+ Customized Menu
» Competitive Rates
» Private Room

+ Great Location

Recommended,
Vendors,

Our couples used many local vendors to make their wedding day
dreams come true. Here are some of the ones they spoke highly of:

FOOD
Topic of the Town - Littleton, New Hampshire
White Market - Lyndonville, Vermont
Sodexo - Lyndon State College

CAKE
Price Chopper - St. Johnsbury, Vermont

RENTALS
Abbott Rental - Littleton, New Hampshire
PHOTOGRAPHERS
GM Fotography - Littleton, New Hampshire
Double Diamond Photography - Lyndonville, Vermont
Sean Markey - Peacham, Vermont
FLOWERS

Price Chopper - St. Johnsbury, Vermont
Artistic Gardens - St. Johnsbury, Vermont
White Market - Lyndonville, Vermont

HAIR
Shear Insight Design - Littleton, New Hampshire
Oxbow Hair Design - Bradford, Vermont

VENUES

Alerin Barn - St. Johnsbury, Vermont
Loon Mountain - Lincoln, New Hampshire
Burke Mountain - Burke, Vermont

Wedding Receptions
Bridal Showers

Jack & Jill Parties
Rehearsal Dinners

& planntng ahead for... Baby Showers

Please call for Menu & Booking Information

St. Johnsbury Elks Lodge
118 Western Ave. « St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

802.748.3785
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Jay Peak Weddings

We'll put as much heart and soul into planning your big day as you do.
And leave you with memories you'll relive for a lifetime.
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Find out more about tying the Rnot at Jay PeaR.

802.988.2765 / weddings(@jaypeakresort.com JAY>:' l:< PEAK
Jaypeakresort.com



