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Voted Yankee Magazine’s 
Best NH Romantic Getaway!

The perfect setting for romantic
weddings, rehearsal dinners, and

other special occasions.

Each wedding is customized to suit your style … from the décor, silverware to the menus,
music and table settings, everything is personalized for you!

For more information about hosting your wedding at Adair, call 603-444-2600 to discuss your ideas. 2020 dates are filling up fast.

Adair Country Inn and Restaurant, 138 Guider Lane, Bethlehem, NH 03574

In 1927 Mr. Frank Hogan built Adair as a wedding gift to his only daughter,  Dorothy Adair,
upon the occasion of her marriage to John W. Guider. The Adair is situated down a long drive
bordered by stately pines, gleaming white birch trees and stone walls. Its picturesque setting
on a knoll is surrounded by sweeping lawns, ponds, and perennial gardens. These grounds
and gardens were designed by the Olmsted Brothers of New York’s Central Park fame, with
over 200 acres offering lovely strolling paths and magnificent views of Mt. Washington and
the Presidential Mountain Range. We invite you to host your wedding in one of our many
charming spaces on the estate. Adair Country Inn & Restaurant offers the perfect setting for
romantic weddings, rehearsal dinners, and other special occasions.

Our Historic Estate and grounds offer the Ideal Setting for your Special Day
• Formal wedding tent in garden setting and Iron Gate wedding lawn for up to 150 guests,

catered by our Chef Steve Learned, the former executive chef at the Balsams Resort.
• Gazebo with lily pond is perfect for photographs
• Patio with mountain view for cocktail receptions
• Formal Living Room, Dining Room and Granite Room all with fireplaces
• Nineteen guest rooms on the Estate to accommodate your wedding party and guests.
• The Adair Historic Estate and Grounds is situated in midst of the historic villages of the

White Mountains of New Hampshire, halfway between Boston and Montreal.
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603-237-1898   ¤   events@mohawkfalls.com  ¤  WWW.MOHAWKFALLS.COM    

Imagine Your Dream Wedding! 

Space for up 
to 200 guests 

~~~~~~~~~ 

On-site bar 

~~~~~~~~~ 

Tables & 
chairs  

included 

~~~~~~~~~ 

Beautiful  
natural  
setting! 
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ON THE COVER: Tyler and Lauren Davidson at their wedding 
on a family farm in Newbury. 

COVER PHOTO BY: Emily Esslinger of Golden Aura Photogra-
phy - Keene, New Hampshire.

Editor’s Note
We had dozens of entries in this year’s cover photo contest. We chose a 

handful of entrants to interview for a behind-the-scenes peek into their courtship, 
wedding and the planning that went into their big day.

We loved talking with all our married couples and vendors! Throughout this 
publication, their quotes have been edited for length and clarity.

Vendors Cakes
10 19
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You started dating when you were 17 and had 
been dating for four years when you got engaged. 
How did you know you were ready to make the 
next commitment?

Tyler was going through the police academy and 
I was in my senior year 
of [college] and we were 
under a lot of stress. But 
things were still working 
really well. We were sup-
porting one another a lot. 
That sealed the deal.

Life is going to get 
tough, but we seem to be 
really helpful and sup-
portive and loving. I don’t 
think that is going to 
change at all.

You had a Christmas 
engagement – what was 
that like?

Tyler brought his mom 

to pick out a ring for me. I had no idea!
He asked my dad, which was really nice, which I 

also had no idea about.
My family was going over there for dinner and 

presents. Tyler and his mom had it planned that 
when I got there, we were 
going to take some pic-
tures, but it was really a 
video and he was going to 
propose in front of the tree.

We got there late be-
cause there was a storm, 
and he was really stressed. 
I could tell things were off. 
We have a really funny 
picture that was taken right 
before he proposed and he 
looks like he’s going to get 
sick to his stomach!

He asked with my fami-
ly there, and his family and 

Tyler and Lauren 
(Tomlinson) Davidson

The Details
Ages: 24 and 24
Started dating: November 2013
Engaged: Dec. 25, 2017
Wedding date: Aug. 17, 2019
Wedding venue: Family farm in Newbury
Wedding budget: $28,000
Number of people invited: 268
Number of people who attended: 232
Bar: Limited open bar
First dance song: “Dance With Me” by 

Morgan Evans and Kelsea Ballerini
Wedding colors: Mauve, dark blue

Our interview was with Lauren
continues next page ... C
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actually a few friends that had popped in. It was kind 
of a big deal. It was nice. I was really surprised.

You had an almost two-year engagement. 
What made you choose that length of time?

Honestly, financially I wish we would have cho-
sen longer because you don’t get to plan a wedding 
all the time. We’re going to do this once.

But I’m a big date person – I like the look of 
numbers. I didn’t like 2018 and we were going to 
be making a lot of shifts. So we found a 2019 day 
that we liked.

Honestly, my ideal date was Aug. 8, of 2020. But 
it might be too long to wait. August 2019 was the 
sweet spot of not too short amount of time, but long 
enough.

Did Tyler participate in planning the wed-
ding?

We tried to talk at least once a month about bud-
get and what needed to be done. It’s really hard to 
plan a budget when you’ve never had a wedding 
before!

The very first thing we did was we went over 
what was important to us and what we saw for our 
wedding day, so that we could mesh together our 
ideas. We were really well on the same page.

What apps or websites did you use during 
planning?

Pinterest, which everyone told me to stay away 
from. They said it would give me a mixed sense of 
reality – that things on Pinterest aren’t achievable 
in real life. But I’m glad that I used it because we 
ended up doing a lot.

I also used The Knot and a lot of Googling.

Did you know you wanted to use family land 
or did you look at venues before deciding?

We didn’t look at a lot of venues, and I wish we 
would have.

I was set that I wanted something different than 
what everyone else had. I don’t want to have a wed-
ding where five other friends had it in the past year.

We thought it would be a cheaper way to host it. 
But oh my god, it’s not!

We didn’t have a very clear idea of everything 
we’d have to bring in.

You think if you’re paying for other people to do 
it, it’s going to be more expensive. But then you re-
alize that no, you’re bringing everything to you.

We tell people we had a tented wedding and 
they’re like, “Oh it’s cheaper!” And I say, “It was 
not cheaper! Do not have a tented wedding if you’re 
looking for cheaper!”

But it was wonderful. My grandma came up to 
me and she was so happy and emotional. She said, 
“Your great-grandpa would love this.” I know how 
much it meant to them for us to have it there.

What did you do for your flowers?
That was the best experience of my whole entire 

life! I would recommend it to every single bride - 
Cedar Circle. It was amazing.

We went two days before the wedding - you go 
and pick flowers. I brought all my bridesmaids and 
we picked flowers. It was the most therapeutic thing.

They brought us buckets of these flowers and 
we got to combine and make all the flowers. We 
brought the mason jars to put them in. They were in 
the next room making my bouquet and I got to tell 
them exactly what I wanted. It was amazing.

Where did you splurge?

Food was important to Tyler and photos were im-
portant to me. Plus we splurged on the fact that we 
had 232 people. If you combine the meal and $3 per 
chair, you spend a lot on a single person coming to 
your wedding.

•
What was the most stressful part of planning 

your wedding?
Worrying about missing something and how ev-

erything is coming together.
What was the most fun part of planning your 

wedding?
Wedding dress shopping
Is there anything you wish you had done dif-

ferently?
Not really. But I guess you can always cut back 

on numbers.
Did you have post-wedding blues when it was 

over?
Yes. I cried in the tent in my dress all alone! 

But the day everyone showed up to help us clean. 
That was really nice. And then we went to P&H for 
breakfast.

When you look back, what’s your favorite mo-
ment from the day?

Our vows. It was really special that we wrote a 

Continued from Page 5

continues next page ...
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Sailcloth Tent~High Peak Tent~Traditional Style Tent~Frame Tent~Farm Tables~Round Tables~Banquet Tables

Wood Chairs~Resin Chairs~Plastic Chairs~Bar Tables~Dancefloors~Lighting~Linens~Tent Heaters

www.scenictents.com
Joe: 802-535-2599

Kaytlin: 802-272-9563
scenic.tents.vt@gmail.com

Lyndonville, Vermont

little bit to each other. It meant a lot that we took the time out of our 
scheduling and planning and working to do that.

What advice do you have for couples who are just starting to 
plan their weddings?

I liked that we sat down in the beginning and got on the same page. 
It’s easy to get caught up in it all, so I would really think about the parts 
of your wedding that are important to you. Work around those because 
you don’t want at the end of the day to be disappointed that you didn’t 
do something that you really wanted.

Because TWO of our brides scheduled their wedding dates 
around Willy’s Catering of East Burke, we reached out to talk 
to Chris Willy and get the lowdown on what you need to know 
when choosing a wedding caterer.

What should people be looking for when they’re inter-
viewing caterers?

Make sure they’re showing you things in your budget. If 
your budget is for an entree, an app, and a salad, don’t request 
six appetizers, four entrees and expect it to be a low price point.

When you’re comparing caterers, make sure that you’re 
comparing apples to apples, and not apples to oranges. Make 
sure that you know everything is included and there aren’t hid-
den fees so you’re hit with a big rental bill or something like 
that on the day.

Ask for total transparency, because some people will just 
give you the food costs and not include taxes or gratuities. 
Make sure that the percentage of the gratuity is in the contract 
that you’re signing. Somebody could say it’s 15 percent today, 
but then charge 20 percent the day of.

Service fees – you might be hit with a service fee for the 
waitstaff or the kitchen staff. We do have a service fee, but 
it’s right up front when they request the original quote. It’s a 
percentage of the food cost.

The things to look for are service fees, rental fees, taxes and 
gratuities.

How else can people keep costs down?
Do a collaboration with the caterer. We allow people to 

bring in snacks, or do their own appetizer, or do their own des-
serts. If you have it at your house, you can do your own bar. 
That’s a big cost.

Do you recommend buffet or sit-down meals?

It’s whatever the bride and groom want.
We like to lean toward plated because you get a present-

ed meal placed directly in front of you that’s a full portion 
size. When you do a buffet, it doesn’t matter how it’s served or 
how clean you try to keep it. By the 30th person, sauces have 
spilled, things have been dropped. It tends to look a little cha-
otic. With plated, everybody’s getting that beautiful presented 
plate right in front of them.

What is something you wish people would do that you 
don’t usually see?

A lot of people just do the steak and the fish or the comfort 
meals. I wish more brides and grooms would do the food they 
like, and not what they think their guests would like, or what 
mom and dad want. A lot of people will want to do chicken, but 
they’d lean more toward the Oriental cuisine. Branch out and 
try different cuisines!

Tips For Finding The Perfect Plate

Continued from Page 6
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How did you get engaged?
Adam is a canine handler and his first ca-

nine dog, Chico, is retired and lives with him. 
Adam put the ring on Chico’s collar and had 
him come in the room and surprise me.

I knew Adam was the right person for me be-
cause he loved me no matter what. I felt like I 
could truly be myself around him, there wasn’t 

anything I needed to change. Even on my bad 
days – or on the really, really good days – he 
still was there for me.

How did you choose the date for your 
wedding?

During the summers I work for Willy’s Ca-
tering out of East Burke. I knew that no matter 
what I wanted to have them be our caterers, 
and I really wanted to get married in 2019. Oct. 
19 was the only day that Chris and Carrie had 
left that also worked for the Alerin Barn, which 
was my dream wedding location. When that 
fell into place, it was such a blessing.

I’m lucky that I get to see all the different 
venues because I cater!

You had six months to plan your wedding 
– was that enough time?

It was perfect! I think I would have over-
thought things if it was any longer. It made me 
hold to specific timelines for booking things 
and getting things done.

Did you do a wedding website for your 
guests?

I used The Knot, and it was helpful because I 

Discreet. Prepared.
Professional.

VERMONT’S PREMIER DJ COMPANY
Serving the Northeast Kingdom and northern NH

802-888-6978  |  peakdj.com

The Details
Ages: 33 and 28
Started dating: New Year’s Eve 2015
Engaged: March 2019
Wedding date: Oct. 19, 2019
Wedding venue: Alerin Barn
Wedding budget: $20,000
Number of attendants: 4 bridesmaids;  

7 groomsmen
Number of people invited: 175
Number of people who attended: 114
Bar: Mixed open (wine and beer) and cash 

(mixed drinks)
First dance song: “Tenerife Sea” by Ed Sheeran
Wedding colors: Emerald, wine, teal, pink

Our interview was with Lynzy

Adam and Lynzy  
(Guyer) Birchard

continues next page ...
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got to do my registry and wedding website right there.
No matter whether you do paper invites or RSVP digitally 

– which is how we did ours – you have to track people down 
anyway. But for the most part it was successful.

Where did you make decisions with budget in mind?
I’ve been in many different weddings and I always get what-

ever dress my friends asked me to get. But I’ve spent $300 on 
a bridesmaid dress, and I wanted something where my friends 
wouldn’t have to spend a ton of money and also I could pick the 
colors that I liked. So all of my bridesmaids got their dresses 
on birdygrey.com, and all of their bridesmaid dresses are $99. 
I picked four different colors and the girls could pick whatever 
style they wanted.

We did all of the flower arrangements on our own. We or-
dered our flowers through Bloominous.com. All the plain flow-
ers came and we put them together into the bouquets and bou-
tonnieres and corsages and whatnot. I spent as much for all of 

my flowers as some 
of my friends have 
paid for just bou-
quets.

What personal 
elements did you in-
clude in the styling 
of your wedding?

For our centerpiec-
es, we used wood 
slabs with antique 
bottles that came 
from our family barn. 
We put flowers in 
those.

For wedding fa-
vors, Adam made 
coasters for every-
one! Some were birch 
and some were cedar. 
He branded our wed-
ding crest into all of 
them.

Were kids wel-

come at your wedding? Was that an easy or hard decision?
No, and it was easy. We have a lot of friends with young kids. 

We wanted it to be a night where they could just relax and have 
fun and not have to worry about their children.

Were there any unexpected things that happened on the 
day?

One of my bridesmaids had a dress malfunction and her zip-
per broke! She used some wardrobe tape to tape the sides over 
so it looked like an open back. And I had given all the girls a 
shawl as one of their gifts. So sometimes she wore the shawl!

I think some people would have been extremely angry about 
it, but I really didn’t care. I have a hilarious photo with all of 
our backs to the camera!

•
What was the most stressful part of planning your wed-

ding?
Having to make quick decisions because sometimes I like to 

think about things for a bit longer. But a lot of times I needed to 
make a decision right now.

•  Owner Chef Cordon Bleu graduate 
•  3  years experience 

Over 4000 Wedding Receptions Successfully Catered
•  Custom food for any occasion from 30 to 3000.
•  View our menus and prices at: www.chaletcaterers.com
•  Experienced, uniformed, attentive waitstaff with all events.
•  Fully air conditioned
•  Huge Dance Floor
•  Final menu and guest count not needed until the week of the event.
•  Call today for a free consultation with owner Chef and wedding coordinator
•  Facility Rental $350.00 for all day and night. Includes all china,

stemware, silverware, chair covers, linens, bartenders (with liquor liability
insurance), inside and outside ceremony area along our brook, with white
wedding chairs.(We usually can get you in a day or two early to decorate
any way YOU like! We set up and clean up!)

&White Mountain

ChaletCaterers
161 East Milan Rd., Berlin, NH 03570
Custom Food for any Occasion

Email our chef at murraylt@together.net or call him anytime at 
603-752-5517 to discuss your event or arrange a meeting.

Use our beautiful banquet facility with seating for 350
or catering at any location of your choice.

Booking now for 20  and 202
Very reasonable meal prices proudly listed on my website...

www.chaletcaterers.com

“Winter Specials” Packages available with FREE China and Silverware

Specials available for all types of events. Wedding Receptions, 

Anniversaries, Christmas Parties, Birthday Parties

continues next page ...

Continued from Page 8
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What was the most fun part of 
planning your wedding?

All the details! I’m definitely a de-
tailed type of person. So pulling to-
gether all the things that I had pictured 
having in my wedding – and doing 
that with Adam, too. It was cool to see 
that at first he really didn’t care. But 
then he started to have input and want 
to help with little details, too.

Is there anything you wish you 
had done differently?

Dancing longer.
Did you have post-wedding blues 

when it was over?
Yes. Our honeymoon is in Febru-

ary, and I’m really excited to leave the 
cold and go somewhere tropical. But 
I also kind of wish I could have done 
it right after the wedding to just relax 
together, because it is so much work 
right up until the day. Adam and I both 
had Sunday and Monday off, and then 
we went right back to work.

When you look back, what’s your 
favorite moment from the day?

When Adam and I got to have the 
special time together to do our first 
look photo.

Also, my grandparents were able to 
be at my wedding. They’ve had such 
an impact on my life and just getting 
to spend that special day with all the 
people that raised me and helped me.

What advice do you have for cou-
ples who are just starting to plan 
their weddings?

Plan with your partner. Make the 
big decisions together.

If you’re fortunate enough to be 
close with your family, a lot of people 
love to help. I think it makes it really 
special when you walk around at your 
ceremony or reception and see the 
different touches from different fam-
ily members. It’s just as big a day for 
them as it is for you.

all about 
flowers

elegantly vermont

request an appointment ...
196 EASTERN AVENUE | ST. JOHNSBURY, VERMONT

802-748-5656 800-499-6565
ALL-ABOUT-FLOWERS@HOTMAIL.COM

ALLABOUTFLOWERSVT.COM

Continued from Page 9
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Here are some of the local vendors our couples 
loved working with:

CATERING
Fire on the Mountain in Montgomery, Vermont
Montgomery Catering Co. in Montgomery, Ver-

mont
Smokin’ T’s Barbecue in Lancaster, New Hamp-

shire
Sodexo
Willy’s Catering in East Burke, Vermont

CAKE, CUPCAKES & DONUTS
Courtney Tocci in Littleton, New Hampshire
Jenna Foster from Froster Cupcakes in Corinth, Ver-

mont
Sodexo
Windy Ridge Orchard in Haverhill, New Hampshire

FLOWERS
Cedar Circle in Thetford, Vermont
Cherry Blossom Floral in Littleton, New Hampshire
Daisy Daze in Lyndonville, Vermont

RENTALS
All Around Rental (our couples rented tent, tables, 

chairs, and a popcorn machine) in St. Johnsbury, 
Vermont

Abbott Rental (our couples rented a sound system) 
in Littleton, New Hampshire

Calkins (our couples rented port-a-potties) in Dan-
ville, Vermont

Scenic Tent (our couples rented tents) in Lyndon-
ville, Vermont

Undercover Tents (our couples rented tents) in 
Bradford, Vermont

DJ
DJ Juiced in Lyndonville, Vermont
Jonathan Poulin in Lyndonville, Vermont
Mike Labounty in Lyndonville, Vermont

HAIR
Asha Goodwin from Sweet Expectations in Barnet, 

Vermont
Courtney Derrington from Tease Hair Salon in 

Woodsville, New Hampshire
Erica Wheeler from Fresh Salon in Littleton, New 

Hampshire
Fresh Salon in Littleton, New Hampshire
Marion Nelson from Tanglz and 

Toez Salon in Lyndonville, 
Vermont

Samantha Gandin from The Hair 
Suite in Woodsville, New 
Hampshire

Tiffany Johnson from Silver Scis-
sors in St. Johnsbury, Vermont

MAKEUP
Courtney Derrington of Tease Hair Salon in Woods-

ville, New Hampshire
Emily Trahan in Lunenburg, Vermont
Fresh Salon in Littleton, New Hampshire
Katie Smedley from Shear Sensations in Lyndon-

ville, Vermont
HORSE & CARRIAGE

Paul Ruta of Black Horse Farm in Marshfield, Ver-
mont

WEDDING COORDINATOR
Courtney Clark in Bradford, Vermont

———
Many thanks to the photographers who created the 

amazing images we’ve used throughout this pub-
lication.

Elizabeth and John Abbott - Randi Lee Photogra-
phy - Coventry, Vermont

Elizabeth and Wade Baillargeon - Lisa Bean 
Charron

Lynzy and Adam Birchard - Emily Elisabeth Pho-
tography - Nantucket, Massachusetts

Jessica and Drew Blanchard - Sheri Compagnone 
of Evelyn Rose Photography - Rhode Island

Lauren and Tyler Davidson - Emily Esslinger of 
Golden Aura Photography - Keene, New Hamp-
shire

Theresa and Robert Rouelle - Lily Pond Photog-
raphy - Lyndonville, Vermont

Dayna and Anthony Skelton - Devin Molleur Pho-
tography - Hardwick, Vermont

Morgan and Dillon Thompson – Sweet Snappin 
Photography - California

abbottrental.com | 603.444.6557

Northern
New Hampshire 

& Vermont’s 
Premier Event 

Supplier

Your Wedding… Your Day…your way

� � � � �
�

�
�

� � � � �
� �
�� ����

Wedding Ceremony 
Celebrant 

����������������
����������������������������
� 

��
�	����
�� 
www.marylcurrierceremonies.com 

���

One-of-a-kind ceremonies  
tailored to meet your needs & wishes 

 
Personalized ~ Unique ~ Heartfelt 

m

Our Couples’ 
Recommended Vendors

Support your local  
newspaper or lose it...
SUBSCRIBE NOW: 
CALEDONIANRECORD.COM
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How did you meet?
Through a mutual friend. She decided we would 

be a good match.
We didn’t start dating immediately – I fought it 

for about a year!
But I realized he was truly genuine and he wasn’t 

going to change on me. He makes me laugh in all 
circumstances, even when I want to cry. And he’s 
always up for an adventure.

You dated for a long time before getting en-
gaged. What made you decide this was the right 
time?

It’s kind of a sad story.
We bought an old farmhouse in Newbury that we 

were renovating. The goal was to get married there. 
We just gutted it, it’s just four walls right now. But 
we couldn’t wait until it was done.

Technically, our engagement was when I hung up 
the phone after finding out my dad’s cancer was get-
ting really significant, and we needed to get a jump 
on things. It wasn’t a traditional “let’s get engaged, 
let’s get married.”

How did you choose the date for your wed-
ding?

We cater for Willy’s and it was the first weekend 
that was available. It was the soonest we could pos-
sibly do it.

How did you keep yourself organized during 
planning?

I had a little notebook. I would just write some-
thing down as I was thinking about it, and then flip 
back through it trying to figure out where I’d written 
it!

As a more mature first-time bride, did you 
have an idea of what your dream wedding would 
be?

Initially, I thought I was giving up a lot. But I 
couldn’t have asked for a better wedding. What I 
thought was going to happen and what did happen 
were miles apart. And what did happen was so much 
better than anything I could have imagined.

I thought that all my friends would be there and it 
would be a big party and lots of dancing. It ended up 
being really close family, a lot of laughs and all the 
right people. It was just the close family – small and 
intimate. That’s what made it perfect.

Also, a lot of us stayed right at the inn. We were 
able to check in Thursday and stay through Sunday 
and spend a lot of time with family.

What were some of the personal touches you 

Look your best 
    for your special day...

580 St. Johnsbury Road, Ste. 14
Littleton, NH  03561 | 603.444.2450LLLit

For details or to schedule an appointment, please contact:

Patrick Fitzpatrick, DO
Center for Facial Plastics at LRH
(603) 444 2450

Dr. Fitzpatrick also provides services at Fresh Salon  
 

to the Bride and her bridal party. To schedule an  
appointment for Botox or Facial Fillers (only) please  
call the Salon at (603) 259-3400.

Let Us Make Your Special Day

Perras Treasures Gift & Party Store
Open 7 Days: Monday-Saturday 7am-5pm • Sunday 8am-4pm

603-636-2227 • 603-636-1391 – 31 Perras Rd. – Groveton, NH 03584

• Invitations • Wedding Glasses • Cake Knife Sets
• Garters • Ring Bearer Pillows • Flower Girl Baskets

• Guest Books
• Wedding Gifts

• Tiara Sets • Photo Albums
• Frames  – Favors

• Card Boxes • Engraving
• Rental Items

• Tables, Chairs, Arbors,
Card Box

The Details
Ages: 57 and 49
Started dating: Fall 2012
Engaged: June 2019
Wedding date: Nov. 2, 2019
Wedding venue: Village Inn, East Burke
Wedding budget: $5,000
Number of people invited: 75
Number of people who attended: 70
Bar: Mixed (open for beer and wine, cash 

for everything else)
First dance song: “You Make It Easy” by 

Jason Aldean
Wedding colors: Not specific, but there was 

a general fall theme
Our interview was with Elizabeth

Wade and Elizabeth 
(Audette) Baillargeon
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included in your ceremony and reception?
My nephew is the one who married us, which 

was pretty cool.
The cake was a maple tree stump with our initials 

carved in it.
All our time is spent outside, so we had the cere-

mony outside, even though it was November. When 
we first woke up there was frost on everything. But 
by the time the chairs were set up, the sun was hit-
ting the ceremony spot just right and it was perfect.

The music was all from my iPod, and honestly I 
downloaded a lot of it the night beforehand.

You kept to a pretty tight budget. Where did 
you allow yourself to be a little extravagant?

We knew what we really wanted to do with the 
food, so we decided to just make sure that we did 
that part right. And getting the rooms at the inn – it 
wasn’t extravagant by any means, but we decided 
to move in Thursday night and stay there for the 
weekend.

•
What was the most stressful part of planning 

your wedding?
Hoping the weather wasn’t going to be too cold 

for my dad, because I really wanted it outside.
What was the most fun part of planning your 

wedding?
Really, all of it was fun. There really wasn’t any-

thing that wasn’t fun about it. We enjoyed choosing 
the cake!

Is there anything you wish you had done dif-
ferently?

I wouldn’t change a thing.
Did you have post-wedding blues when it was 

over?
Yes, very much so. The next day we were just 

down. Wow, it’s really all over. Because it had been 
such an amazing day, we’d had so much fun. Every-
body was just thrilled. So then to just be like, well 
now what?

When you look back, what’s your favorite mo-
ment from the day?

My dad walking me down the aisle.
What advice do you have for couples who are 

just starting to plan their weddings?
Keep it simple and follow your heart. You don’t 

need the big crazy stuff – any of it. At the end of the 
day, you can’t see everybody and you can’t talk to 
everybody. Having it small like that, we were able 
to talk to everybody and spend time with everybody.

Alterations
Bridal
Prom

TUXEDO RENTALS

50 Main Street – Littleton, NH – 603-444-6555
Winter Hours:

Wed. & Thurs. 11­5 • Fri. 11­6 • Sat. 10­1
Call For Appointments

Rent
5

Tuxedos
Get the

6TH

FREEPrompt
Turnaround

Times

Continued from Page 12
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How did you meet?
John moved to Lyndonville his eighth grade 

year. We had English class and history class to-
gether freshman year.

We met at the Caledonia County Fair, and then 
we got to know each other for a few weeks. Actu-
ally, he had to decide if he wanted to be with me 
or his ex-girlfriend.

Our senior year I heard 
from someone that he was 
going to do a promposal 
and a proposal. I told him 
that would be cool. Then he 
decided not to do that.

But after a couple years 
of dating, we knew that we 
would be together for a re-
ally long time. So after se-
nior year, we were just like, 
“Okay!”

Some of our friends 
were like, “Wow, you’re 17 
and 18. Why would you do 
that? What about college? 
What about living your 
life?”

We were like, “This is how we want to live our 
life!”

How did you know that John is the one you 
want to spend your life with?

He makes me happy — the happiest I’ve ever 
been. He knows how to handle me at my worst, he 
can help me when I’m having a really hard time. 
He’s my rock, really.

Also, a big part of it is 
that I want to have kids. So 
seeing him throughout the 
years with my younger sis-
ters and his little cousins – 
that’s a big aspect for me, to 
see that he’d be a good dad.

Who helped with plan-
ning the wedding?

I talked a lot with my 
mom and mother-in-law to 
keep it all in line.

I tried to get John in-
volved, but he just really 
didn’t care. He was like, 
“Whatever you want, I’m 
happy with.”

1 Fairgrounds Rd. • PO Box 343 • Lyndonville, VT 05851
CONTACT: Dick Lawrence at 802-626-5917

Ample Parking

60’ x 80’ 
Structure 

Clean Facilities

Reception

Surprisingly
Affordable!

CONTACT: Larry Ruggles at 802-274-2478

The Details
Ages: 21 and 20
Started dating: September 2013
Engaged: June 2017
Wedding date: Aug. 17, 2019
Wedding venue: Backyard wedding on 

family land in South Wheelock
Wedding budget: Under $5,000
Number of people invited: Almost 200
Number of people who attended: Be-

tween 100-150
Bar: BYOB
First dance song: “I Don’t Dance” by 

Lee Brice
Wedding colors: Navy, burgundy

Our interview was with Elizabeth

John and Elizabeth  
(Bora) Abbott

continues next page ...
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info.allaroundrental@gmail.com

802-748-7841
www.allaroundrental.com

Route 5 North, St. Johnsbury, VT

A Great Reception Begins 
With The Perfect Tent!

We will work with you to choose exactly the 
right supplies for your wedding.

Tents • Tables • Chairs • Dance Floors • Grills • Party Supplies 

OPEN: Monday-Friday 7-5:30 
Saturday 8-4 • Sunday 9-1

370 RAILROAD ST., ST. JOHNSBURY, VT
802-748-2423

OPEN 
DAILY Fred & Robin Little, Owners

mooseriverlakeandlodgestore.commooseriverlakeandlodgestore.com

� Pendleton Blankets
� April Cornell Linens For Your

Table
� Pillows • Rugs
� Woodenware
� Registry
� Select The Perfect Wine or

Champagne For Your Wedding
� Wedding Fashions

Design
your own
wedding
jewelry

How did you stay organized?
I used a notebook.
And I used Zola.com. I was able to put togeth-

er my guest list on that – that’s what I mostly 
used it for. I made a website for out-of-town 
guests to look at and see what there is to do 
around town. I liked the website aspect of it, and 
then it would give me a countdown to the wed-
ding. That was really nice.

How did you choose the bridesmaid dress-
es?

We went to David’s Bridal and I told them that 
I wanted a certain color and to choose between 

two or three different types of fabric. Then I let 
them pick out their own dresses in any style they 
wanted.

What were some of the personal touches 
you included in your ceremony and recep-
tion?

We had a little table at the ceremony that had 
pictures of loved ones that had passed away.

We also had a bunch of sunflowers because 
that’s my favorite flower.

I know it was important for you to keep 
costs down. How did you do that?

My dad made the arbor. We cleaned out the 
barn at my grandma’s house and we had the food 
in there. We had a potluck, so that was all home-
made.

We did our own centerpieces. A family friend 
made our cake.

I did my own hair and makeup.
We did our own music – my dad has these 

high-tech speakers and we used my phone.
We wanted to make it as rustic as possible 

without spending a lot of money. The only thing 
I wanted to spend a lot of money on was the pho-
tographer and my dress.

How did you schedule photos through the 
day?

John and I did a first look before the ceremo-
ny. I’m glad we did that.

We did the bridesmaids and my photos before 
the ceremony, and then we did our couple photos 
before the ceremony. And then after the ceremo-
ny we did all the wedding party together and the 
family pictures.

How did you handle alcohol?
We did BYOB. Everyone was really respect-

ful and no one was mad that we didn’t have 
champagne or anything. It worked out awesome.

•
What was the most stressful part of plan-

ning your wedding?
How involved everyone in my family was – it 

was nice having the help from both sides of the 
family. It was just too much – the aunts and the 
grandparents wanted to help and trying to find a 
job for every single person was stressful for me.

What was the most fun part of planning 
your wedding?

Seeing it all come together in the end – actu-
ally putting stuff up, setting the arbor up and get-
ting it decorated. And decorating the barn, put-
ting all the stuff together the day of the wedding.

Is there anything you wish you had done 
differently?

Invite less people! It wasn’t very intimate. I 
didn’t get to talk to a lot of the people that did 
come – they just kind of left. I think if it was less 
people, it would be easier to get to talk to them 
and enjoy the time with them.

Did you have post-wedding blues when it 
was over?

A little bit. We didn’t get to do the dollar 
dance. There were a lot of different things that 
didn’t happen that we were expecting to happen. 
But in the end, it was a beautiful day and it was 
awesome.

When you look back, what’s your favorite 
moment from the day?

Being able to talk to my cousin. He passed 
away three days after the wedding. After the cer-
emony he came up and hugged me and he said 
“I love you.” And someone told me he was cry-
ing, so that touched my heart. Being able to have 
those memories.

What advice do you have for couples who 
are just starting to plan their weddings?

Definitely keep yourself organized. Talk to 
as many people as you can for advice, even if 
you don’t take it. And enjoy yourself. I know it’s 
stressful, but it’s your one day.

Continued from Page 14

C
yan M

agenta Yellow
 B

lack

A15



16 |  Bridal Guide	 The Record | 2020

What was your first date?
I was friends with his sister before I knew Robbie. She had 

been trying to set us up for a while. He needed a prom date 
his senior year, and that’s when she was like, “You guys are 
finally going to meet!” So without even knowing each other, 
she convinced Robbie to ask me to the prom.

We agreed this was just a prom date. But within a month 
both of us were like, “We don’t really want it to just be a 
prom date anymore.”

We met each other twice be-
fore prom – one was his meet-
ing my family, and the second 
was me meeting his family.

How did you know you 
were ready to get married?

We talked about marriage, 
and we knew that was the end 
goal.

We both went to Lyndon 
State (now Northern Univer-
sity). Robbie always said he 
wanted to wait until we’re offi-
cially out of college before we 
got engaged. So he proposed 
two weeks before I graduated 
college. And then we took off 

across the country on a four-month road trip!
We hit 38 states. We camped in our car and tent camped 

and connected with family members across the country. It’s 
one of the best things we could have done.

Why did you choose to have your wedding on family 
land?

Both of us are very low-key people. I didn’t want a venue.
I had been to a few land weddings. Personally, I think 

they’re more low-key and fun. So we decided that family 
land was more our type of style.

I wanted to get married Oct. 
5, but a cousin picked the sixth 
and I didn’t want conflict for 
my family having to choose. So 
I decided on the 12th. I was so 
disappointed because I thought 
we would miss peak foliage. But 
honestly, the 12th was warmer 
and more colorful than the week 
before!

Did you have a wedding 
theme?

It was fall and rustic.
For the ceremony, a friend 

had an arch that they donated to 

The Details
Ages: 24 and 24
Started dating: May 2013
Engaged: May 2018
Wedding date: Oct. 12, 2019
Wedding venue: Family land in Barnet, Vermont
Wedding budget: $10,000
Number of people invited: 270
Number of people who attended: 194
Bar: BYOB
First dance song: “Making Memories Of Us” by 

Keith Urban
Wedding colors: Burgundy, champagne gold, 

emerald green, navy blue
Our interview was with Theresa

Robert Ryan and Theresa Marie 
(White) Rouelle

continues next page ...
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us. The ceremony was lined with sap buckets with flowers and pump-
kins.

At the reception, all the centerpieces were fall-themed and different 
so no table was set the same. And I took all the centerpieces home and 
now I have them to use in my house.

How did you choose clothes for the wedding party?
The groomsmen went to Men’s Warehouse with the color. We said 

they don’t have to rent a jacket or pants, they could just buy black dress 
pants if they wanted. They could buy dress shoes that they could keep. 
They only thing we asked them to rent was a vest of the color we gave 
them, and a bow tie.

For the girls, I chose burgundy with my sister in champagne. I want-
ed them to pick their own style of dress. I’ve seen weddings where I 
felt like one girl might look better than the other just because the style 
they chose worked on one body type but not the other.

I told everyone I wanted them to be in a different dress and it was 
first come-first served. They tried on the color I asked, and I asked for 
long dresses, but as far as the material I didn’t care. And they had to 
go to David’s Bridal so all the colors match and there was no different 
shading.

What were some of the fun things you did on the day?
We had big games outside the tent - giant Connect Four, giant Jenga, 

and cornhole. We also had a cider bar and cider donuts station.
On my dad’s side of the family, all the cousins put on a cousin dance 

for the bride and groom - it’s kind of a gift to the bride and groom. But 
this wedding was the first wedding where the bride and groom were 
part of it! Robbie and I came in at the end of the dance, so it shocked 
the guests who knew it was coming.

•
What was the most stressful part of planning your wedding?
The guest list. Because we had a land wedding, there was no limit 

on people and we both come from big families.
When we first started drafting the list, we hit over 300 people and I 

stopped. We can’t do that! How do we do this? We ended up deciding 
that we could each pick about 115 because I wanted our sides to be 
about the same. That’s still 230, and we ended up inviting 270.

We lucked out that quite a few people said no.
What was the most fun part of planning your wedding?
Bonding with the family. On the Wednesday before the wedding, 

I decided that I wanted all the silverware wrapped in napkins. I don’t 
know why! At first we were going to just lay them out, but then I said 
no, I wanted them wrapped in bows with a napkin.

My mom, my sister, my nana, one of my aunts, and I all got together 
and sat in the kitchen wrapping silverware. That’s what’s fun – those 
moments.

Is there anything you wish you had done differently?
We wanted extra lighting around the tent, so I put my mother in 

charge of wrapping lights around the tent. The day of the wedding, the 
lights around the tent didn’t work. No one noticed it but us, but we put 
a lot of energy into that.

Did you have post-wedding blues when it was over?
Yes. All the emotions hit me – the wedding day and how perfect it 

went, then the honeymoon and feeling like you left paradise. And I was 

doing laundry and all of a sudden I just burst into tears!
You spend so much time thinking and planning, and then it comes 

and goes and you’re like, “What do I do with my free time?”
When you look back, what’s your favorite moment from the 

day?
We had a horse and carriage to bring the bridesmaids and myself 

to the ceremony. I remember getting up into the carriage beside [the 
driver] and he said, “Take this all in, because it’s pretty amazing.” That 
was amazing.

What advice do you have for couples who are just starting to 
plan their weddings?

Do a budget. If you don’t have a budget – things add up like crazy.
Also, depending on what type of person you are, think outside the 

box and don’t necessarily do traditional. I think I had a beautiful wed-
ding, but I didn’t do things traditionally. Prioritize what’s important 
to you.

Upright Steeple Society

Something old, something new …
A traditional but versatile

wedding venue.

Simple and elegant
Intimate yet spacious

The York Street Meeting House
153 York Street

Lyndon Corner, VT

Built in 1828
Restored by the Upright Steeple Society 2009-2018

802-
802-

1501460 State Farm, Bloomington, IL

Wedding
bells?
Give me
a ring.

Brett J Gale, Agent
1033 Broad Street
Lyndonville, VT 05851
Bus: 802-626-8651
brett@brettgaleinsurance.com

I can help.
Newly married? Make
sure your new life
together – your car,
your home and your
future – are protected.

GIVE ME A CALL TODAY.

YOUR WEDDING ~ YOUR VISION
YOUR STYLE

We make it happen.

Call us today to schedule your
complimentary wedding consultation.

Premium fresh flowers and
upscale design artistry

make your wedding day
unforgettable.

Artistic Gardens
Flower Shop

1320 Rabbit Plain
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

802-748-5646
flowership@artisticgardens.com
www.artisticgardensvt.com
Mention this ad and get a

FREE TOSS BOUQUET
with your flowers!
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The two of you dated for seven years before getting engaged. 
What made you think this was the right time?

He swore he’d never get married!
I’d been throwing out many, many, many hints [about getting mar-

ried]. But as long as we were together, I was 
totally fine with it.

But then we were both in his cousin’s wed-
ding. And after that, he started getting the idea 
in his head, but didn’t really say anything to 
me. His boss’ wife jokingly said, “When are 
we having your wedding? September 2020?” 
And he came home and just started going on 
the computer and looking at wedding stuff.

There was no down-on-one-knee propos-
al. We just talked about it, and we said, “All 
right, let’s do it!”

Do you get any push back from your 
families that you’re six years older than 
Drew?

Not at all. When I first met him, I didn’t 
realize how young he was. He already had 
his own place to live, he had a steady job. He 
wasn’t some 20-something-year-old kid. He 
was responsible. And I have two kids from a previous relationship, and 
he’s taken on my kids like they’re his own.

When he met my family, they all loved him. They asked how old he 
was and then I told them, and they couldn’t even tell. He’s very mature 
for his age.

Did you have a theme for your wedding?
I actually wanted a Halloween wedding, and he did not. So we com-

promised and chose the beginning of fall.
Since I was a little girl, I thought I would get married on Halloween 

and everyone would dress up in Halloween 
costumes. I would be the Corpse Bride from 
“The Nightmare Before Christmas.”

I own everything you could of from [the 
movie]! We had a cake topper made of Jack 
and Sally. My garters were made with Jack 
on them. My head table had a cutout that said 
“Mr. and Mrs.” and it was Jack and Sally.

I had that little bit of Halloween in there.
What was your dress shopping experi-

ence?
It was me, my mom, my daughter, and my 

two maids of honor. I had them each pick out a 
dress for me that they wanted me to try on. The 
very last one that I put on – I thought, “I’m not 
going to like this dress.” And as soon as I put it 
on, I fell in love with it.

What personal touches did you include in 
your wedding day?

A friend of mine passed away a few years ago. He was my best 
friend and I have his ashes. I swore that if I ever got married, he had to 
be there in some way, so I brought them. I didn’t have them out in the 
open, but he was at my head table. He was right where I could see him 
but nobody else could.

And we had a popcorn bar, which was awesome. We rented a pop-
corn machine and had all the different flavors and mini red-and-white 

Visit us for your Home Decor needs.
Gift Cards Available – A Perfect Choice!

www.detailsinteriorfashions.com
106 Main Street – Li�leton, NH – 603-444-7444

After “I Do” Comes Forever…Let

Create Your Happily Ever After.

BETTY DEE
F A S H I O N S

www.shopbettydeesonline.com • www.bettydeesonlineshop.com
87 Main St. Berlin, NH (603)-752-5141

Hours: Tu.-Fri. 10-5 & Sat. 10-4

We have what you
are looking for:
Style, Selection,
Quality, Value &
Great Service! 

Shop top designers
such as  Rebecca

Ingram, Allure
Romance,  

Mori Lee Bridal,
Jessica McClintock

& much more!

The suggested Retail Price of Every Tuxedo Rental!
Plus your Groom’s tux is FREE!

(Must rent a total of 6 tuxes including the groom)
We also sell suits & tuxedos.

We cater and provide a
fabulous home cooked
meal at a “Great Price”
THAT’S WHAT WE DO!

Weddings • Banquets
Showers • Anniversaries

NO JOB TOO SMALL OR TOO LARGE
www.thetopicofthetown.com

Topic of the Town
FAMILY RESTAURANT

“Where People
Never Leave

Hungry”

MAIN STREET • LITTLETON, NH 
603-444-6721

Drew and Jessica  
(DelFarno) Blanchard

The Details
Ages: 30 and 36
Started dating: 2011
Engaged: 2018
Wedding date: Sept. 7, 2019
Wedding venue: Lyndonville Fairgrounds
Wedding budget: $11,000
Number of people invited: 200
Number of people who attended: 160
Bar: BYOB
First dance song: “Beautiful Crazy” by 

Luke Combs
Wedding colors: Red and black

Our interview was with Jessica
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popcorn boxes.
Why did you choose the Lyndonville Fair-

grounds?
They were cheap! And it’s pretty.
We also had it for four days. That way we 

had time to set up everything and people were 
allowed to camp. Because it’s so big, we could 
bring campers or tents. That way nobody would 
drink and drive.

What were some of the money-saving deci-
sions you made?

We didn’t do appetizers, we just did the meal.
For the place settings, we bought plastic red and 

black plates and silverware in bulk on a website.
How did you incorporate your kids into the 

wedding?
My youngest son is seven, and he stood up 

front with my husband and the best man. And then 
my daughter was one of my bridesmaids. My old-
est son walked me down the aisle with my father.

Kids were welcome at the wedding and we 
rented a bouncy house for them. Plus, at the fair-
grounds, they have a swingset and a teeter totter 
and slide.

Did you do a first look photo?
No, we didn’t. I wanted to, but he didn’t. I’m 

glad that we didn’t because the look on his face 
– everybody saw it. And they were like “Oh my 
gosh!”

I guess it might have calmed us down more. 

But when we were saying our vows, I got more 
choked up and I feel like I wouldn’t have if we 
had seen each other first.

•
What was the most stressful part of plan-

ning your wedding?
Doing the guest list and the seating chart.
What was the most fun part of planning 

your wedding?
Everything else! Meeting with the caterer and 

trying different types of food; getting new stuff 
in the mail and getting excited; going to do our 
dresses. It was all just fun!

Is there anything you wish you had done 
differently?

I probably would have had my wedding earlier 
in the day. We had it at four o’clock and I would 
do it earlier so it stayed light a little longer.

Did you have post-wedding blues when it 
was over?

A little. I wished that it wasn’t over. I was like 
– we need to do this again!

When you look back, what’s your favorite 
moment from the day?

Our first dance. It was like nobody else was 
there. We were talking and laughing – it was just 
the two of us.

What advice do you have for couples who 
are just starting to plan their weddings?

Listen to each other’s ideas. Don’t just go with 
what you like, what you think you want, because 
it’s not always what you really want.

FISH SHACK & CATERING
Small, casual get-togethers

at our quick serve restaurant
or a custom buffet for 300 guests

at your venue.
Wide range of menu options available.

AND WE DO CAKES!
Give us a call.

2165 PORTLAND STREET, RT. 2 • ST. JOHNSBURY, VT

Open 7 Days a Week for 2020 Season: March 2-Oct. 25 

True North Farmhouse
Event Venue & Airbnb
Farmhouse Design & Event Planning

Mark & Kate Feuti
84 Route 58E
Irasburg, VT 05845

Instagram: @truenorthfarmhouse
FB: @truenorthnekvermont
Mobile: 401-255-2302

Janessa Newton is the visionary behind the cakes 
at Addison & Alice Bakery Co. in Lyndonville. We 
asked her what couples should think about when de-
ciding on their wedding cake (or cupcakes!)

What are your first questions for couples when 
they come to you?

Right off the bat, I want to know their vision and 
their style so that I can make it come to life. I love 
planning parties, so I want to hear everything they 
have to say about their day – it doesn’t even have to 
be about the cake.

You can browse through Pinterest and it can get 
overwhelming! It’s like a black hole.

The most common thing I hear is simplicity – a 
clean, romantic cake. The most popular right now 
is a bohemian vibe – white with very simple green-
ery, or fresh fruit. I’ve done a few more romantic 
traditional cakes, but right now the most common 
thing I’m getting is simplicity. It gives the vibe of 
their wedding.

What questions do couples ask you?
I get a lot of questions on servings. I think a lot of 

brides have a vision that they want all these different 
pastries, or a ginormous cake. But they might have a 
lower amount of guests and not need that much, and 
they set their budget higher than they can afford. I 
like to work with brides and show them a more real-
istic goal. I want their vision to come to life exactly 
how they want it, but I think that’s really stressful 
for them. They come to me worried that they’re not 
going to get everything they want for their budget, 
but I can often make it happen for less.

Is there a good rule of thumb for calculating 
how much cake you need?

I’ve been doing this for over 
nine years, so I have charts that I 
created that work really well.

An 8 inch cake feeds roughly 20 to 22 people, 
but that’s for birthdays. With birthday cakes, people 
usually cut pretty hefty pieces. For weddings they’re 
usually cut smaller, so you can stretch your budget 
further for weddings. That’s a general rule of thumb 
I’ve always used everywhere I’ve worked.

Why do you enjoy making cakes?
Making cakes brings out all of my creativity. It’s 

all about someone’s vision and I love putting that on 
to a cake. It makes me very happy and I love seeing 
the joy on people’s faces when they get their pas-
tries.

Topping It Off With  
A Tasty Treat

Cupcakes prepared by Addison & Alice Bak-
ery Co. in Lyndonville. (Courtesy Photo)

Continued from Page 18
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How did you meet and start dating?
ANTHONY: Originally we met when Dayna was an intern with 

Lyndon Rescue and I was working there part time. She was 16, 
but we didn’t start dating until she was 20. That’s when she ended 
up moving into the apartment next door.

DAYNA: We became close friends and then started dating. We 
knew once we started dating it would probably be serious.

ANTHONY: Her life is really well put together. She’s far more 
mature than she appears to be.

DAYNA: I knew I was ready for a serious relationship. I’m 
very family oriented.

How did you keep yourself organized during planning?
DAYNA: The Knot and Google Documents.
ANTHONY: We did a lot of the mailing list – keeping track of 

who we sent out invites to on The Knot. When it came to orga-
nization – songs, the plan, who had RSVPed – we used Google 
Docs. I also found a template online for a Google Doc for the 
budget, so we kept track of it in there.

Where did you find the bridesmaid dresses?
DAYNA: Amazon! I wanted to make sure they could wear 

them again.
What were some of the personal touches you included?
ANTHONY: We didn’t do a lot of personal touches, but her 

family helped out a lot making the centerpieces and stuff like that. 
We wanted to give it a rustic country feel. And we did a sand cere-
mony during the ceremony. It was more low-key than extravagant.

And Dayna got me a pocket napkin that says:
“Today I walk down the aisle,
towards our future life together.
Good days, bad days, fun days, lazy days,
With my whole heart,
I promise you forever.”
What choices did you make to stay inside your budget?
ANTHONY: We were pretty scrupulous. We did all our invi-

tations on VistaPrint because it was pretty inexpensive. When it 
came to her wedding dress, she didn’t go all out on it. I think prob-
ably the biggest cost was the venue fee, which was actually pretty 
cheap compared to many of the other wedding barns out there.

It was $3,500 for the weekend.
DAYNA: And they had a little house on the property that was 

free for us to use. It really worked out.
We had one other place that we’d originally booked our wed-

ding. But we just found it ended up being too expensive because 
you had to use their catering and it was outrageous prices for food. 
But then I was looking online for different places and Creek Hill 
Wedding Barn popped up and we went and checked it out.

Also, we got our decorations off of Amazon or Etsy – we were 
trying to say, what’s a reasonable price for this?

Were kids invited to the wedding?
DAYNA: We said siblings and immediate cousins. It wasn’t 

that we didn’t want them there, it was just a space-limited thing. 
And we wanted the parents to be able to go and have a good time 
and not be worried about their kids.

•
What was the most stressful part of 

planning your wedding?
DAYNA: Seating arrangements
What was the most fun part of plan-

ning your wedding?
DAYNA: Seeing everything come to-

gether was exciting. The night before and 
the day of – having everybody together.

Did you have post-wedding blues 
when it was over?

DAYNA: Not really. It really was beau-
tiful.

When you look back, what’s your fa-
vorite moment from the day?

ANTHONY: Watching her first walk 

down the aisle. She was mesmerizing.
DAYNA: I don’t know that I can pick a favorite moment. The 

ceremony was very short and sweet, so I really liked that. Then 
later it was fun dancing and getting to see everybody. I liked it all.

What advice do you have for couples 
who are just starting to plan their wed-
dings?

DAYNA: We did a lot of buying little 
things here and there to soften the blow 
when it came closer to the wedding, which 
I think was helpful.

ANTHONY: Book your venue early be-
cause they book up very fast.

DAYNA: But I would also say not, be-
cause we got excited about the first ven-
ue and definitely wasted money putting 
down a deposit and we ended up changing 
things.

ANTHONY: So be sure, but pick early! 
[LAUGHTER]

Exquisite Bridal & Formal Wear
Designer Wedding Gowns by:

Casablanca Bridal & Venus Bridal
• One-on-One Bridal Appointments

Tuxedo Rentals by:
Sarno and Son Formal Wear

• Groom’s Tuxedo FREE
w/5 Paid Rentals

LAURIE WARDEN – ALTERATIONS
• Bridal Party Alterations & Casual Wear Alterations

148 Eastern Ave., St. Johnsbury, VT
802-748-1599

See us
at the Barre
Bridal Show

Feb. 1

Choose the finest flowers 
for your special day from
Riff Flower Shop

202 Main St. • Lancaster, N.H.

Serving Brides in the North Country for over 30 years.
We do it your way!

603-788-4681 • 1-800-865-9332

Apple Cheddar 
Catering, LLC

Serena Parker – Gail Paquette

“Deliciously Simple”
Appetizers, Desserts, Fresh Baked Goods, Custom Cakes,

Full Meal Catering, Event Planning

802-
 • Lyndonville, VT

applecheddarcatering@yahoo.com    applecheddarcatering

The Details
Ages: 32 and 23
Started dating: July 2016
Engaged: November 2017
Wedding date: June 29, 2019
Wedding venue: Creek Hill Wedding Barn 

in Irasburg, Vermont
Wedding budget: $11,000
Number of people invited: 150
Number of people who attended: 100
Bar: Cash
First dance song: “You” by Jason Cassidy
Wedding colors: Navy blue and yellow
Our interview was with Dayna and Anthony

Anthony and Dayna  
(Jewell) Skelton
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Sanderson’s
WOODEN BOWLS
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The Wedding Video Specialist

NATE SOMERS & MIKE DETERLING
CINEMETOGRAPHERS

THEWEDDINGDUDES.COM
802-324-9029 | theweddingdudes@gmail.com | 802-274-9298

DESIGNATED VERMONT STATE CRAFT CENTER
Visit us: Mondays-Saturdays 10:30-5:30

430 Railroad Street, St. Johnsbury, Vermont 
802-748-0158 • www.nekartisansguild.com

How did you meet?
Dillon and I love the gym and we met at the 

gym!
At first we were just working out together. 

He was all for getting right into dating, but I 
wanted to take things a little bit slower in get-
ting to know each other. I like to play things 
pretty smart.

I knew that Dillon was a great guy and he 
loved me. It’s just we come from completely 
different backgrounds - I have a huge family 
that’s super, super connected. And Dillon had 
moved around a lot.

At the beginning, there were those kind of 
differences. But we knew that we wanted to be 
together.

What was planning your wedding like?
My mom was such a godsend! She’s my best 

friend.
I got a lot of things off 

of Pinterest. I knew the 
colors I wanted and my 
mom really stepped up 
to the plate with helping 
me organize things. My 
dad was the doer, doing 
all the things to execute 
them for me.

On Pinterest we found 
everything from the 
napkin folding to how 
to put out the tables. We 
did a sweetheart table 
with a backdrop that I 
ended up doing DIY.

For the sweetheart 
table, we did PVC pip-
ing that we painted rose 
gold. Then we took long 
drapery fabric over the top and my florist did 
greenery on top with a branch over it. I could 
have spent so much on the backdrop, but I end-
ed up spending $12 and it came out beautifully.

We also used The Knot website. We made 
a wedding website for our guests there with 
our bridesmaids’ bios and guests could RSVP. 
There was a link to the hotel where we had 
rooms blocked off.

Dillon was definitely involved. He’s Mr. 

Fashion, so he took over the clothes for the 
guys. He did a very light gray tux for everyone. 
The guys had leather suspenders with bow ties, 
and my husband did an ivory tie.

How did you find your dress?
Me, my dad, and my two sisters went dress 

shopping and it was the very first dress I tried 
on! I loved the dress, but I thought I couldn’t 
just go with the first dress I tried on. So I spent 
the day trying on dresses and none of them hit 
me like the first one. So I went back to it and 
my dad was like, “Yes, this is definitely the 
one.”

Did you do a first look photo?
I didn’t want my husband to see me on the 

first look, but I wanted a first look somewhere. 
I did it with my dad and it was really nice. I 
loved that moment because it just slowed 

things down. We were 
able to have that mo-
ment before all of the 
hoopla started.

What did you do for 
food?

We had wood-fired 
pizza from Fire on the 
Mountain for dinner. 
And we had Montgom-
ery Catering Co. do ap-
petizers.

How did you handle 
your budget for the 
wedding?

We anticipated stay-
ing around $30,000. 
We stayed in it for the 
most part, but in the last 
month there things that 
popped up and we had 

to just do it. We ended up going a little bit out 
of it, but not too much.

•
What was the most stressful part of plan-

ning your wedding?
Because we’re such a connected family, 

everybody has an opinion. The most stressful 
was trying to make sure that your wedding was 
going the way you want to do without every-
body’s opinion involved.

What was the most fun part of planning 
your wedding?

Definitely picking out the colors and being able 
to do the projects. Whenever we got a chance, we 
booked a room somewhere to see the venue and 
talk to vendors and whatnot. There were a lot of 
special moments. I enjoyed that.

Is there anything you wish you had done 
differently?

I don’t think so.
Did you have post-wedding blues when it 

was over?
Yes. It took up so much time thinking and 

Dillon and Morgan 
(Trahan) Thompson

The Details
Ages: 25 and 26
Started dating: February 2016
Engaged: December 2016
Wedding date: June 29, 2019
Wedding venue: Shady Acres in Mont-

gomery, Vermont
Wedding budget: $35-40,000
Number of people invited: 250
Number of people who attended: 190
Bar: Open
First dance song: “When I Say I Do” by 

Matthew West
Wedding colors: Rose gold, light pink, 

ivory
Our interview was with Morgan

continues next page ...
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Specializing in …

Just You
Park Street, Stewartstown, NH

603-246-8824

Joanne Rancourt, Proprieter

JOANNE’S JOANNE’S
S A L O N

Paul Mitchell Focus Salon

Added Attractions Added Attractions ELECTROLYSIS
By Kathy Norris - Licensed

The Only Approved Method of Permanent Hair Removal
for Men and Women

CONFIDENTIAL • PRIVATE • COMFORTABLE ATMOSPHERE
Call Now For Free Consultation

Gift Certificates

802-626-9776
Rte. 5, 5839 Memorial Drive, Lyndon, Vt.603-747-3200

planning and doing all the crafts. And then the day after, it was 
like a crash. It didn’t consume my mind anymore and it was 
like, “What do I do with myself?”

When you look back, what’s your favorite moment from 
the day?

Walking down the aisle and seeing Dillon and how he looked 
at me. And the special moment when we were exchanging our 
vows.

What advice do you have for couples who are just starting 
to plan their weddings?

Do all your research 
online. Have fun with the 
loved ones in your life 
when you’re planning. The 
process goes by so fast and 
it seems so stressful at the 
time, but once it’s done, 
you actually miss it a lot.

IT’S BLACK  
& WHITE

Support your local  
newspaper or lose it...
SUBSCRIBE NOW: 
CALEDONIANRECORD.COM

Our cover bride, Lauren David-
son, glows in her pictures. It’s at 
least partly thanks to her makeup and 
hair artist, Courtney Darrington who 
owns TEASE Hair Salon in Woods-
ville, New Hampshire. We spoke with 
Courtney to learn her tips and tricks 
for creating a beautiful bridal look.

When somebody contacts you 
about hair and makeup for a wed-
ding, what are your first questions?

Do you wear makeup every day? 
Because you don’t want to give your 
bride a full face of glamorous make-
up if they don’t wear that every day. 
That’s not going to portray them in the 
wedding photos, and they’ll look at the 
photos and see someone different.

Lauren uses more natural makeup. 
So we kept it subtle, but we made her 
eyes pop.

So the first question is what is your 
makeup routine?

For hair, I like to ask what style 
dress they have – is it open back, high 
collar, lace? Do you want to have hair 
pieces that match the dress? Do you 
want to have pops of sparkles in your 
hair? What do you want to imagine? 
Do you wear your hair up most of the 
time, or do you like to wear it down?

I like to get pictures from them of 
what they like, and then they let me 
create something out of those pictures.

Do you do a dress rehearsal with 
the bride before the big day?

Yes. We do the makeup look – that is 
super important to do before the wed-
ding to see if they like what it looks 
like, to see if it matches their brides-
maid dresses and wedding colors. You 
want to learn their skin type.

Same thing for hair – come in a few 
days before to do a trial run. That’s 
nice because they get to see if they like 
it and you can make changes.

The nice thing about a trial run is I 
can make myself a schedule of what I 
need to do to stay on task. I don’t want 
to get behind and rush through it!

How long do makeup and hair 
usually take?

I give myself an hour for each. It 
may not take that entire time, but then 
I have enough time to correct anything 
that needs to be fixed.

What about women who don’t 
usually wear makeup and might not 
know what to ask for?

That’s our job! If you don’t know 
what you want, we can definitely give 
you suggestions. And it makes our job 
more fun because then we get to create 
something that nobody has ever creat-
ed before.

We’d definitely do something with 
the eyes – mascara can make the eyes 
pop, and a little bit of eye shadow. You 
want the eyes to pop in the pictures.

Getting The Perfect Look
Courtney Darrington does cover bride Lauren Davidson’s makeup and hair for her wedding day.

Continued from Page 21
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