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- 0ld Home Day Posthumously Honors Longtime Organizer

“wws. Franconia’s 2025 Old Home Day and parade was dedicated to Bill Mellekas, longtime parade emcee who died on Feb. 2. A poster of Bill (pictured left) was made in his honor. (Photos by Robert Blechi)

¢ Pet Memorial Rainbow Bridge Is Dedicated
¢ Planners Deny Subdivision For Main Street Golf Course
¢ State Tours Lakeway As Part Of Building Aid Application
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BY ROBERT BLECHL
Staff Writer

As questions and concerns
swirl about the future of the
Bethlehem Country Club and if
the property will be redeveloped,
Bethlehem planners on Wednes-
day denied a requested subdivi-
sion.

In November 2020, after sev-
en decades of municipal owner-
ship and 2019 and 2020 warrant
articles giving town meeting vot-
ers options and asking, in March
2020, if they would approve a
sale to a private entity, the Select
Board, given the go-ahead by
voters, sold the property to Beth-
lehem residents Mark and Kim
Koprowski for $425,000.

The price factored in greens
and a clubhouse that needed
more than $400,000 in upgrades.

At the time, Kim Koprowski
stated that the long-term inten-
tion is to maintain it as a golf
course.

OMNI GENERATION CUP-J
Bringing together golfers of all generations and skill levels in a family focused
event series, join us on for the Omni Mount Washington Qualifier.
Register today at omnihotels.com/generationcup

Located at 1901 Main St.,
the property features an 18-hole
Donald Ross-designed — golf
course that debuted in 1910,
having been upgraded from the
original 9-hole course built in
1898, as well as a clubhouse
constructed in 1912.

A condition of the sale re-
quires that it remain a golf course
for five years, which lapses after
Nov. 20, 2025.

Seeking the subdivision are
the Koprowskis, who want one
lot of 99.26 acres, where the
clubhouse is located, to become
two lots of 1.62 acres and 97.64
acres to separate out the club-
house.

Recommending that the board
hold off on an approval was al-
ternate planner Rob Gilgen, who
researched the three restrictions
that were part of the sale and are
recorded in the Grafton County
Registry of Deeds.

The first condition is that the
property be operated as an 18-
hole public golf course for a

BETHLEHEM

As Questions Swirl, Planners Deny Subdivision For Main Street Golf Course

period of five years, with sub-
stantially the same configuration
as at the time of sale, which can
include business accessories,
such as the restaurant operating
out of the clubhouse and an ice
cream shop.

The second condition pro-
hibits the sale of any individual
parcel from the whole for devel-
opment or other purposes for the
five years, he said.

The third, which is not ger-
mane to the requested subdivi-
sion, is that the snowmobile cor-
ridor at the northern segment of
the premises remains open to the
public, he said.

“The way I read this is that
the premises have to be in the
same configuration as at the time
of sale through Nov. 20 of this
year,” said Gilgen. “If the prop-
erty is subdivided, it’s no longer
in the same condition as it was.”

The planning board, he said,
does not have the authority to
grant a subdivision at present.

Ex-officio planner April Hib-

LIMITED TIME LOCAL'S SPECIAL - 20% OFF SPA SERVICES
Visit The Spa at Omni Mount Washington July 11-13 or July 25-28, 2025
and receive a 20% discount off your Spa services.

Call 603.278.4286, must mention “Local’s Special” at time of booking.
*Some restrictions apply; must be resident of Coos, Carroll, Grafton or Belknap counties of NH,
Essex or Caledonia, VT or Oxford country ME.

CANOPY TOURS - NOW OPEN!

Enjoy a high-flying adventure with 9 ziplines, 2 sky bridges and 3 rappels.
For reservations, visit brettonwoods.com or call 603.278.3320.

Rates & schedules subject to change. Restrictions may apply on all offers.

Rte 302, Bretton Woods, NH

603.278.1000
brettonwoods.com

OMNI

MOUNT
WASHINGTON

berd, who also conducted re-
search, agreed.

That means any action on a
subdivision would have to wait
until Nov. 20, after the five-year
period has ended, said Alecia
Loveless, chair of the planning
board.

After concluding that they
cannot table the matter, the board
voted unanimously to deny the
subdivision.

The 138-acre property encom-
passes five parcels along Main
and Prospect streets.

In late 2018, a market analysis
estimated a total fair market val-
ue of $850,000, noting that the
$450,000 required for upgrades
would result in a fair sale price
of approximately $400,000.

Today, the total assessed prop-
erty value is $1.283 million,
according to town property re-
cords.

For a future hearing, the same
notices to abutters will be sent
out, said Dawn Ferringo, clerk of
the planning and zoning boards.

“In order for everyone on the
boundaries of the entire golf
course to be noticed, the ap-
plicant would have to agree to
pay for the cost of mailing the
registered letters,” she said to
planners. “Their only require-
ment is to cover the properties
that abut the actual lot. You’ll
have to think about whether the
planning board wants to absorb
that cost if they don’t agree. Or
we could just mail the notices
and have them not go registered
and have them be the cost of a
regular stamp.”

The Koprowskis did not at-
tend Wednesday’s hearing.

On Thursday afternoon, The
Caledonian-Record sent Kim
Koprowski, who has run the
business operations, two emails
and a text message asking if the
subdivision is being sought in
preparation for an upcoming sale
of the property in whole or parts,
if she plans to sell the property or
keep it, if anyone has approached
her about buying all or parts of it,
if any potential buyers are seek-

ing to keep it as a golf course or
redevelop it into something else,
and what are the plans if redevel-
opment is on the horizon.

Responses were not received
by press time.

Koprowski closed golf course
business operations in October
2023, after what she said were
mounting financial struggles.
The course has remained open
for walking golfers. Inside the
clubhouse is EI Mirador Restau-
rante, which has remained open.

Kenneth McKim, whose wife
owns a condominium along Fair-
ways Drive that overlooks the
golf course, told town planners
that there are a lot of questions
that don’t seem to have answers.

“My understanding is there’s
been some purchase offers put
to that golf course to maintain
that as a golf course and not be
developed as other types of prop-
erties,” he said.

Many in the area adore the
golf course, said McKim, who
asked if Bethlehem understands
the implications.

“It's a Donald Ross golf
course,” he said. “They’re being
registered in the national historic
archives right now. They’re not
being removed. You can’t touch
them. That’s happening all over
the country, mainly New En-
gland and the whole Northeast
coast.”

Currently, the Bethlehem
course is not registered national-
ly and is not on the New Hamp-
shire Registry of Historic places.

McKim, who has had the
condominium in Bethlehem for
35 years, said he loves the golf
course, would like to see the
property maintained, and any
redevelopment would ruin his
view and that of others.

“Idon’tbelieve there’s enough
focus on this situation right now
as we get closer to November,”
he said.

McKim also told town plan-
ners that the property is not being
maintained to the standards of an
18-hole golf course and is in vio-
lation of the sale agreement.

Because of a question about
that, the requirement that the
property be maintained as a golf
course was addressed, and it was
determined that the agreement
didn’t go that far. The property
is currently operating as a golf
course, said Hibberd.

Many residents want to see it
remain a golf course, she said.

An enterprising business own-
er can find ways of making mon-
ey, including with the restaurant
and having a rental property, said
McKim.

“It’s unfortunate where we
are right now,” he said. “People
around it, abutters, whoever they
are, can get a GoFundMe, get a
real estate attorney, go after this
and then go after the town in lit-
igation because it was incorrect-
ly done at the very beginning.
Maybe some of the public meet-
ing notices weren’t done right.
I don’t know. There’s plenty of
avenues to go here. The best ave-
nue is this, to sell it to somebody
that wants to continue it as a golf
course, for a reasonable price.”

Board members said the town
no longer owns it and therefore
has no say about what happens
after the five-year agreement ex-
pires in November.

“There is recourse that I be-
lieve people in the town have,”
said McKim.

In January 2022, David Brant-
ley, a developer from Baton
Rouge, Louisiana, pulled a re-
quest for a special exception for
60 apartment units on a 3.3-acre
parcel at 1895 Main St., beside
the clubhouse, following social
media chatter and concerns.

That parcel is owned by
Geaux Bethlehem LCC, estab-
lished in January 2022 and hav-
ing as members Brantley and
Milford Wampold III, also of
Baton Rouge, according to New
Hampshire Secretary of State
filings.

Geaux Bethlehem’s registered
agent is Joel Brantley, of Bethle-
hem, who attended Wednesday’s
planning board hearing remotely.

ON THE COVER I

Franconia Old Home Day parade 2025. To celebrate the return of the stolen ArtWalk banana, Sam Cashin, pictured here
with his mother Amanda, at right, dressed as a banana and handed out candy. The chief towed a surprise float carrying the
banana that the temporary thief had returned a few weeks later. (Photo by Robert Blechl)
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State Monitors Nuisance Bear In Bethlehem

BY ROBERT BLECHL
Staff Writer

Although bear-human con-
flicts in 2025 have been down
statewide compared to previous
years, New Hampshire Fish and
Game is monitoring one prob-
lem bear in Bethlehem, where
residents and business owners
are being advised to secure
their trash and remove any food
attractants.

Contrary to social media re-
ports, there is no current plan to
trap the bear or remove her, Dan
Bailey, the state’s bear project
coordinator with NHFG, said
Tuesday.

The hope is that what looks
like a promising wildberry sea-
son will soon keep the black
bears in the woods and away
from residential areas.

“From a statewide perspec-
tive, conflicts have been very
manageable, lower than your
average year at this point in the
season, and I’'m hoping it con-
tinues on that trend,” said Bai-
ley. “We had a lot of rain this
spring.”

Healthy rains lead to more

natural foods in the woods,
where many bears prefer to
feed if they can.

“We tend to see conflicts
peak right around early July be-
cause a lot of those berry crops
are becoming available now,”
he said.

On Monday, NHFG received
more calls about a problem bear
in Bethlehem, one that is be-
coming increasingly habituated
to humans.

“The issue going on in Beth-
lehem is there’s been this sow
with two cubs,” said Bailey.
“We’ve had reports of her all
spring and into the summer,
mostly getting into garbage.
She’s figured out trash collec-
tion day. She’s been highly
visible throughout the day in
Bethlehem on pickup day, as
well as getting into residential
and commercial dumpsters.
The problem is it’s been tough
to change her behavior.”

Bailey and the bear project
team have been working with
Bethlehem homeowners.

“A lot of them seem to be
doing everything right, keeping
trash in until the day of collec-
tion,” he said. “She then comes

around within an hour of them
putting trash out, knocks it over,
makes a mess. We also have
reports she’s been at a variety
of bird feeders in town. We’ve
been trying to work with those
individuals to cease feeding the
birds. We’ve tried to explain
that it is making her even more
comfortable in residential ar-
eas. It’s a variety of factors, but
the problem is she’s becoming
so comfortable around people
that people are having a tough
time getting her to move on and
move back to the woods.”

The bear has also been seen
on a number of porches and
it’s been reported at multiple
locations that she has been at-
tempting to get into the doors
of homes.

“When it gets to that point,
that’s something we really
don’t tolerate because it es-
calates to a public safety con-
cern,” said Bailey. “We’ve been
watching her. We have no direct
plan right now to set a trap. If
that occurs, we would be likely
euthanize her if it rose to that
level where we need to set a
trap, just because we know re-
locating adult bears is not an ef-

FIREWOOD

NOW IS THE PERFECT
TIMETO BUY GREEN
FIREWOOD IN TIME

TO DRY FOR THE WINTER!

® @
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-
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CONVENIENT
DELIVERY

CLEAN
BURNING

576 US Route 2
Kirby, VT

o 802.274.6239

www.kirbymulchcompany.com

fective solution. They typically
return to that home range. The
cubs would not be euthanized.
They would be brought to the
Kilham Bear Center, our rehab
facility in New Hampshire that
we work with, and they would
be released back into the wild
at 18 months of age, so around
this time next year. But there
are no plans on the books right
now to set a trap or try to re-
move that bear right now.”

With the bear favoring
downtown and heavier residen-
tial areas, NHFG is concerned,
and that’s why department rep-
resentatives are working with
residents and hoping the issue
resolves itself.

“It’s all about food avail-
ability,” said Bailey. “If there’s
more food in the woods, more
food than she’s getting in town,
there’s a chance she will move
back to feeding on natural
foods.”

Although other bears have
been reported in the town, the
sow is the one that has been ap-
pearing the most frequently and
generating the most calls.

Bailey encourages residents
to do a better job of securing
food attractants.

“If she isn’t getting food in
these residential areas, she will

move on from that,” he said.

While many residents put
out trash on the morning before
pickup, some still put it out the
night before, when the bear has
gotten into trash.

A decade and a half ago,
when bears were a big problem
in town, Bethlehem adopted a
wildlife ordinance that requires
trash in dumpsters and contain-
ers to be secured. Violators can
face fines.

“Bethlehem is one of the few
towns that does have tools to
counter these things,” said Bai-
ley. “They have that ordinance
in place. It’s whether or not the
town is enforcing it.”

Compounding the problem,
though, are tourists or short-
term residents who might not
be aware of an ordinance or of a
need to secure trash from bears.

“Anywhere in North Country
and Whites and even down into
the Lakes Region, there’s this
large summer influx of tourists
and turnover on rental proper-
ties that always creates a lot of
issues,” said Bailey. “We see it
in other towns. There’s these
communities, especially around
the ski resort areas, where these
short-term rentals are a big is-
sue. Bears are getting into trash
and getting used to feeding

Happy days are here!
So is a great CD deal.
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New Hampshire Fish and Game
is monitoring a bear in Bethlehem
that is bringing her two cubs into
downtown and ransacking trash
containers for food. As of Tuesday,
there were no current plans to trap
or remove the bear. (Photo contrib-
uted by Vermont Fish and Wildlife)

around residential areas.”

The next round of natural
foods could make sailing into
the summer a little smoother.

“If we see a good berry
crop — and everything seems
to be pointing in that direction
— then conflicts start to really
trail off now,” said Bailey. “If
we have a mass failure, like a
drought summer, those con-
flicts persist right into early
September. My main emphasis
is it’s people’s responsibility in
town to do their best to manage
food attractants and keep these
situations from happening.”
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$10,435
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Stk.#CF23003 - MSRP $3770
Offer valid until 7/31/25.
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R/T NEW DEALER DEMO

2020 JEEP CHEROKEE ALTITUDE 4X4

/MO 288

Stk.#DT25121B
71,889 miles
SALE PRICE $18,900

Payment calculated with 10% cash or trade equity down at 7.9% APR for 75 months

2021 DODGE DURANGO SXT BLACKTOP AWD 3ROW

3304

Stk.#DT25103AB
79,600 miles
SALE PRICE $26,000

Payment calculated with 10% cash or trade equity down at 79% APR for 84 months

2019 JEEP WRANGLER UNLIMITED SAHARA

3376

Stk.#J25071A
60,408 miles
SALE PRICE $26,900

Payment calculated with 10% cash or trade equity down at 7.9% APR for 84 months

2022 MITSUBISHI OUTLANDER SEL SPECIAL EDITION

2385

Stk.#J25047A
29,019 miles
SALE PRICE $27,500

Payment calculated with 10% cash or trade equity down at 79% APR for 84 months

2023 AUDI A4 S LINE PREMIUM PLUS QUATTRO

400

Stk.#CCP1061
52,105 miles
SALE PRICE $28,600

Payment calculated with 10% cash or trade equity down at 79% APR for 84 months

2021RAM 1500 BIG HORN QUAD CAB CERTIFIED

3412

Stk.#J25005A
38,702 miles
SALE PRICE $29,500

Payment calculated with 10% cash or trade equity down at 79% APR for 84 months

2023 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500 CUSTOM CREW

/M0480

Stk.#DT25061A
49,402 miles
SALE PRICE $34,300

Payment calculated with 10% cash or trade equity down at 7.9% APR for 84 months

2020 RAM 1500 LARAMIE LEVEL 1 CREW CAB

/M04 8 8

Stk.#DT25151A
64,511 miles
SALE PRICE $34,900

Payment calculated with 10% cash or trade equity down at 79% APR for 84 months

2022 CHEVROLET BLAZER RS AWD CERTIFIED

3489

Stk.#J25041A
9,358 miles
SALE PRICE $35,000

Payment calculated with 10% cash ortrade eqU|ty downat7.9% APR for 84 months

2020 RAM 1500 LIMITED LEVEL 1 CREW CAB

/MO 503

Stk.#DT25078A
81,504 miles
SALE PRICE $36,000

2024 JEEP GLADIATOR SPORT WILLY’S WHEEL PKG

3538

Stk.#J24128A
3,468 miles
SALE PRICE $38,500

Payment calculated with 10% cash or trade equity down at 7.9% APR for 84 months

2024 JEEP WRANGLER SPORT S MANUAL TRANS

/MO 538 A .

e L
Stk.#CP1652
18,643 miles
SALE PRICE $38,500

Payment calculated with 10% cash or trade equity down at 7.9% APR for 84 months
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State Tours Lakeway As Part Of Building Aid Application

BY ROBERT BLECHL
Staff Writer

As part of SAU 84’s applica-
tion for state building aid to partly
fund a new elementary school in
Littleton, representatives of the
New Hampshire Department of
Education (DOE) recently toured
Lakeway Elementary School, the
facility that local school officials
seek to replace.

During  Monday’s  school
board meeting, Dale Prior, SAU
84’s technology and operations
director, provided an update, in-
cluding the school district’s cur-
rent ranking on the state building
aid list.

In August, the board is also ex-
pected to decide whether to put a
warrant article seeking a bond for

a new school on the March 2026
town meeting ballot, after opting
to forgo a bond article in March
2025.

The March 2024 bond request
garnered nearly 51 percent of
the votes, but fell short of the re-
quired 60-percent super-majority.

The tour was required as part
of the DOE building aid appli-
cation, which SAU 84 submitted
on April 1, along with two other
school districts competing for
funding for their projects.

Littleton’s submission includ-
ed a gross maximum price of
$41.25 million for a new school
that, if approved, would be built
on 17 acres of land at the top of
Crane Street being offered for
donation by the Daughters of the
Charity of the Sacred Heart of
Jesus.

If awarded, SAU 84 could re-
ceive about $8.5 million in build-
ing aid.

In 2023, there were 17 schools
on the state building aid list; now,
there are four, said Prior.

“Most schools either funded
themselves, went a different di-
rection, or they’re still on the list,”
he said.

There’s still a school district
ranked ahead that has a project
priced at $176 million, which
means it would own the state’s
building aid for a biennium, said
Prior.

New Hampshire develops two-
year, or biennium, budgets, the
most recent of which took effect
July 1, 2025.

“Worst case scenario, we’re
ranked seventh, best case scenar-
io0, we’re ranked fifth,” said Prior.

ST@

JOHNSBURY
ACADEMY

Honoring Faculty and Staft
at St. Johnsbury Academy

Jessica Angell, Science

CLASS OF 2008 IMPACT PRIZE
Is an honor bestowed by each graduating class upon a faculty or staff member who has
demonstrated exceptional loyalty to the school, effective advising skills, and a drive to
improve the Academy by actively working to enhance the educational experiences of both
day and resident students.

Sean Hegarty, Facilities

UNSUNG HERO AWARD
‘The Unsung Hero Award is presented irregularly by the Board of Trustees to a teacher or
staff member who has demonstrated their great value to the Academy over time and in
ways that are not glamorous, but that are habitual and sustaining.

Diantha Jones, Science

ATWOOD PRIZE FOR EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING

Is named for Dr. Norman Atwood, Class of 1936, Professor of English, and Academy
Trustee from 1969 until his death in 1991. This prize is presented to a teacher in the
beginning years who has exhibited creativity, compassion, and consistency in addressing
the needs of students, and who has demonstrated professionalism through enthusiasm for
1 his or her academic discipline, and support for the traditions and the history of St.
Johnsbury Academy.

Jeremy Roberts, Career and Technical Education

LAUDAMUS VERAM MAGISTRAM
This award was established in 1976 by Dr. and Mrs. John Stetson and is given annually
to an outstanding teacher who exemplifies the quality of dedication to the profession of
teaching, who is a living example for the educational community, who has given
generously to the students of St. Johnsbury Academy, and who has demonstrated
exemplary loyalty to St. Johnsbury Academy as an institution.

THE SJA EXPERIENCE

[=] 23 [u]

www.stjacademy.org.

To learn more about St. Johnsbury Academy, scan the QR code, contact the "
Admissions office at admissions@stjacademy.org, or visit us on the web at E

“However, they did inform us that
legislation cut building aid for the
current biennium ... Those four
or six schools ranked ahead of us
would have first priority.”

The first opportunity for build-
ing aid consideration for Littleton
would be in June 2027, which
would make aid available with
an affirmative vote at the March
2028 town meeting, or around
that time, he said.

“And again, the schools ahead
of us would have priority,” he
said.

State officials reminded SAU
84 that the last time the state went
into a building aid moratorium,
the moratorium lasted five cycles,
or 10 years, said Prior.

“We don’t have to sit here and
do the math to say if that would
be the case, our project that we
estimated last year of $40 mil-
lion is well over $50 million in
10 years, probably closer to $60
million,” he said.

Prior and school district repre-
sentatives spent three hours with
three DOE officials for the Lake-
way tour.

“We talked about our deficien-
cies, then walked the building and
walked outside,” he said. “They
definitely saw some of the things
we talked about. Without going
on the record, they agreed that we

Estate Planning
Business Advice
Real Estate

Steven B. Goss

Attorney

MARTIN,
Lorp &
OSMAN, P.A.

made the right decision dealing
with our deficiencies of recom-
mending a new build versus a
renovation.”

If the school board decides to
change course and pursue ren-
ovation, it would no longer be
on the state building aid list and
would have to begin the applica-
tion process anew, because a ren-
ovation would, under DOE rules,
constitute a substantial change to
the project, he said.

To remain on the list, even
though there’s currently no fund-
ing available, SAU 84 is required
to submit a letter by May 1 of
each year to inform the DOE that
it wishes to remain on the list and
that its project has not undergone
substantial changes.

The Daughters have a contract
with the Littleton School District
in which they will offer the 17
acres for donation until 2030.

A conversation with the
Daughters might be of value, said
Prior.

If everything goes well and if
voters in March 2028 approve a
bond and building aid is award-
ed, the project would still not be
completed by the contract expira-
tion, he said.

“If we were to change sites,
that does not substantially change
your project because you're still

éstablished .
1901

(603)524-4121 Laconia
(603)788-2410 La:rcasfer
(603)448-3080 Lebanon
shgiamlplaw.com
www.mlolaw.com

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

addressing the same number of
deficiencies,” said Prior. “That
would still be an option down
the road, but I’m pretty sure we
don’t have a free parcel of land
as an option. The good news is a
lot of people fell off the list. The
bad news is there’s no money to
give out anyways. And based on
what we’ve learned internally
about federal funding and state
funding, I would venture to guess
that building aid is going to be
more than just one biennium cy-
cle away.”

The district can make the proj-
ect look good to the state the best
it can, but will have to figure out
an alternative or move forward,
he said.

The school district, too, will
not stop putting money in the ex-
isting Lakeway building just be-
cause it’s trying to figure out if it’s
going to renovate or build new,
said school board member Erica
Antonucci, who serves on the
Lakeway Building Committee.

“We do need as a board to de-
cide probably at the next meeting
in August, or very last meeting in
August, if we’re going to put this
project on the ballot for 2026 or
not,” she said. “The committee
will need to start marketing and
seeking other financial resourc-

”
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Dr. Christine Orlowicz, Internist

Littleton Regional Healthcare is pleased to announce Christine Orlowicz, MD has joined
North Country Primary Care: RHC and is actively seeing patients in Littleton.

Dr. Orlowicz is board-certified in Internal Medicine and specializes in the prevention, diagnosis,
and treatment of adult health conditions, from common illnesses to complex chronic diseases.

As an internist, Dr. Orlowicz especially enjoys caring for an older patient population. She
emphasizes the value of routine screening tests and preventative care. She is also an advocate
for maintaining a healthy diet and active lifestyle as the essential foundations for good health.

Services provided:

preventative care

health screenings and physical exams
annual wellness visits

immunizations

lifestyle counseling

chronic disease management

diagnosis and treatment of acute illnesses
medication management

women’s health and menopause care
management of complex or multiple conditions
care coordination with specialists

. . ) Accepting new patients!
Contact our office or visit our website

for more information: . 1
(603) 444-7070 ~ —

580 St. Johnsbury Road
Littleton, NH 03561 LITTLET O N e
www.LittletonHealthcare.org RE GIONAL HEALTHCARE
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0Old Home Day Posthumously Honors Longtime Organizer

Stolen Banana Makes Triumphant Return

BY ROBERT BLECHL
Staff Writer

FRANCONIA — Saturday’s
Old Home Day parade featured
two stars: Bill Mellekas, the
longtime parade organizer and
emcee who died on Feb. 2 and
had the parade dedicated in his
memory, and the ArtWalk ba-
nana, once stolen but since re-
turned, which was carried on a
surprise float.

Mellekas, who was a few
months shy of his 70th birth-
day, had retired after a career as
a popular teacher at Lafayette
Elementary School. Outside
of the classroom, he had been
a dedicated community vol-
unteer upon his arrival to the
North Country more than four
decades before.

“l am here today in a fine

bowtie in honor of the one and
only Bill Mellekas,” said Tim
Egan, of Sugar Hill, this year’s
parade emcee. “Let’s all take
a moment to either applaud or
tip your hat or bow your head
to the fine gentleman, Bill
Mellekas, our dear departed
Lafayette instructor. Someone
just said, ‘I loved Bill.” Many
people loved Bill.”

Bill loved kids and loved
kids’ books, said Egan.

He had one job, and that first
job was teaching grade school
at the Carolina Crapo School
in Sugar Hill, and he continued
when it moved to Lafayette
Regional School in Franconia,
said Egan.

For his tireless volunteer-
ing — which ranged from do-
nating his time to nonprofit
groups, preparing meals for
the community’s seniors and

Summer

ORGANIC
RMONT ESTATE

FREE SHIPPING FOR

CALEDONIAN-RECORD READERS.
Use code CRSHIP at checkout

CARYANDMAIN.COM

,ﬁ..._k

Franconia Old Home Day parade 2025 featured retired Sugar Hill Police Chief
Gary Young and his 1976 Harley Davidson. (Photo by Robert Blechl)

those in need, and keeping the
area’s arts and culture thriving
— Mellekas was featured in
the 2017 Caledonian-Record’s
“Making a Difference” series.

In addition to serving as a
library trustee, Mellekas was
also a part-time bail bondsman
and a justice of the peace.

One of Mellekas’ great
friends is Irene Amsbary, librar-
ian for Sugar Hill’s Richardson
Memorial Library.

“Bill was involved in the the-
ater and loved photography,”
said Egan. “But when I asked
Irene Amsbary what was Bill’s
favorite hobby, she said, with a

huge smile, people. So it’s fit-
ting today that our parade cele-
brates him.”

The parade saw the participa-
tion of three dozen local groups
and businesses, all named by
Egan as they walked or rolled
past, along with fire engines
and trucks from several local
towns bringing up the rear for
the finale.

Near the front of the line was
Franconia’s new fire engine.

And the banana.

“Oh my God, this is not on
my schedule,” said Egan. “It’s
the banana and it’s been found.”

On May 29, the 3-foot-tall fi-
berglass banana titled “Elevat-
ed Fruit” and created by artist
Paul Belensky was stolen from
its perch outside of Chef Joe’s
Catering on Main Street.

Then, two weeks later, it was
returned to its same location,

unharmed.

To celebrate the return, Po-
lice Chief Mac Cashin, behind
the wheel of his cruiser, towed
a float carrying the banana.
Walking alongside were his
son, Sam, dressed as a banana,
and his wife, Amanda, wearing
a fruit hat, handing out candy.

To date, the identity of the
banana poacher remains un-
known.

The parade, though, closed
the final chapter on the caper,
with signs on the float reading
“crime evidence” and “case
closed” and yellow tape reading
“restricted area” and “police
line do not cross.”

To dispel any rumors that the
banana had been stolen again,
the back of Cashin’s float had
a sign reading, “Borrowed with
permission from artist Paul
Belenksy.”

SAU 58 Seeks Fourth Superintendent In Just Over Two Years

STAFF REPORTS

School Administrative Unit
58 is seeking an interim super-
intendent to lead the district
starting Aug. 1 — the fourth
person to hold the role in just
over two years.

The position opened fol-
lowing the departure of Anne
Landry, who served as superin-
tendent from July 2024 through
July 2025. Landry was hired

RIDGELINE

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE. LLC
“Honest Work, At An Honest Price."

Adam J. Knox
603-208-6164 o
ridgeline83.ak@gme;r

F =y

om

from Vermont’s Caledonia
Central Supervisory Union,
where she had been director
of student services and brief-
ly acting superintendent. She
succeeded Ronna HasBrouck,
who led SAU 58 from 2019 to
June 2023, and Pierre Couture,
who served as interim superin-
tendent from August 2023 until
Landry’s appointment.

Now, the SAU 58 board is
again seeking an interim lead-
er to oversee four small North
Country schools: a K-8 school

Providing A Variety-Of Services
For Your Complete:Home, Office,

Business, & Land Needs.

with 65 students in Stratford, a
K-5 school with 112 students, a
6-12 school with 179 students
in Groveton, and a K-6 school
with 29 students in Stark.

The superintendent  will
work with three individual
district school boards, each of
which meets monthly, and one
SAU-wide board that meets
three times per year.

Candidates must be certified
or certifiable as a superinten-
dent in New Hampshire. Inter-
nal applicants are encouraged

Largest Selectionin the North Country

Perennials $2.00

Great Quality — Great Prices

to apply. Applications must
be submitted through School-
spring.com.

While the current search is
for an interim leader, the SAU
board may consider candidates
for a permanent position and
could offer a multi-year con-
tract with regionally competi-
tive salary and benefits.

SAU 58 serves the commu-
nities of Northumberland, Stark
and Stratford. More informa-
tion is available at www.sau58.

org.

OVER 70
Varieties

SULLIVAN GREENHOUSES

Life Everlasting Farm, Rte. 135, 268 Elm Street, Lancaster, NH
Call for DETOUR DIRECTIONS - 603-788-2034

—
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Pet Memorial Rainbow Bridge Is Dedicated

BY ROBERT BLECHL
Staff Writer

LANCASTER — A group of
partners came together to create
something new in the commu-
nity — Rainbow Bridge, a pet
memorial, which debuted on
Sunday, with dozens of area
residents and their dogs and
pets turning out for the dedica-
tion.

“It’s for anybody who’s had
any kind of pet that crossed
the Rainbow Bridge,” John
Jaworowski, a director of the
Northern Gateway Chamber of
Commerce, said just prior to the
formal dedication.

Anchored in poems and lit-
erature, “crossing the rainbow
bridge” is a metaphor in which
animals that die are transported
to a lush meadow, where they
are restored to health and play
and wait to be reunited with
their owners before crossing
into heaven.

The bridge in Lancaster —
which was built from volunteer
labor by Lionel Cloutier, Kee-
gan O’Connell, and Alex John-
ston — was disassembled from
its building spot in Groveton
and moved to Lancaster, be-
side The Granite Grind, where
it was put back together and
placed on a plot of land owned
by Rita Cloutier.

On it, area residents can
place the collars of their pets
who have passed on.

The land is beside a memori-
al park dedicated to the memo-
ry of Cloutier’s husband, Greg
Cloutier, who died in Septem-
ber 2022.

The Rainbow Bridge is ded-
icated to the memory of David
Weiner, founder of the Lan-
caster-based Ministry of Dogs,
a dog-walking and pet-sitting
business, who passed away on

March 14.

The idea came about after
Jaworowski, a self-proclaimed
“old” Eagle Scout, visited an
Eagle Scout website.

“There was an Eagle Scout
out in the Midwest who built
this as an Eagle Scout project
for his town,” he said. “I saw
the picture and said ‘wow’ and
presented it to the chamber of
commerce and everybody was
real excited about it.”

Jaworowski showed a pho-
tograph of the bridge to Lionel
Cloutier, a cousin of Greg, who
said he could build it.

Rita Cloutier said she would
pay for the materials.

With Weiner having found-
ed the Ministry of Dogs, those
on the chamber board agreed it
would be a great idea to dedi-
cate the bridge in his memory,
said Jaworowski.

Anyone can attach a collar to
the bridge for any pet or animal.

While the bridge serves as a
memorial, the nearby St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church holds an an-
nual blessing of animals each
October.

“] was told back in the past
that people used to bring not
only their cats and dogs, but
their horses,” said Jaworoski.
“I think maybe some day there
may be a horse collar on here.
have no idea what will show up
on the bridge. We really think
it’s a special thing for the town,
for the people here locally. It
gives people a chance to hang
a collar if they want and go sit
on the benches and just reflect
on the pets that they’ve had in
the past. It’s a nice quiet spot.
It just brings another thing for
Greg’s park. It all fits in as a
memorial.”

“This little bridge represents
a place where people can come
together to remember the pets
that have passed away and

YOU PICK BLUEBERRIES
& RASPBERRIES

— NO SPRAYS OR PESTICIDES USED -
Tuesday & Thursday * 9am-5pm
Saturday * 9am-Noon

PRATT BERRY FARM

63 Water Street, Lancaster, NH
603-788-4320

On Sunday, the Rainbow Bridge, a memorial to pets, debuted in Lancaster. Ex-
plaining how it came about is John Jaworowski, of the Northern Gateway Cham-
ber of Commerce. (Photo by Robert Blechi)

crossed the rainbow bridge,”
Debbie Szauter, pastoral asso-
ciate with St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church, said during the ded-
ication. “This belongs to the
community and is a welcoming
place for everyone who loves
their pets, both past and pres-
ent.”

Stephanie Weiner, wife of
David, thanked the Chamber
of Commerce, community
partners, pets that inspired the
bridge, and those who chose
to honor David with the dedi-
cation.

She asked attendees to take
a moment to think about the
people in their lives and their
unique personalities.

“Everyone has quirks, char-
acteristics, and idiosyncra-
sies that make them them,”

said Weiner. “David saw this
in every animal he cared for.
Through his dog walking and
pet sitting, he cared for their
needs, but he also cared for
their unique qualities — their
personalities, their quirks, and
their feelings. He believed that
all animals are sentient beings,
creatures capable of experienc-
ing feelings, and through his
work, he made it safe for them
to fully express themselves to
him.”

Each day, while walking or
visiting animals, David took
photographs that captured their
essence and shared them with
their owners, and was proud to
be able to get to know his cli-
ents’ pets, she said.

The day David died, Wein-

g
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i Comedy That Bites

Celebrate movie history with
this witty new comedy
exploring the choppy waters
of Hellywood's first
blockbuster —Jaws.

Grease is the Word

Relive those “Summer Might

as Rydell Hi |'|- Class of * 55 IJDP'E
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roll score in their duc
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A Slice of Heaven
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the magic of a well- made pie.

389 Lancaster Road, W
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hitefield, NH

er — who attended Sunday’s
dedication with their two grey-
hounds, Marty and Major Tom
— had a vision of him arriving
at the Rainbow Bridge, where
he was greeted by their first two
greyhounds, his dog and bird
from his youth, and by his cli-
ent animals that passed through
the years.

“For those grieving the loss
of a loved one — human or ani-
mal — may they live on in your

Amf};g

EXTREME WEATHER VENUE: (Bfii)

heart, and may their memory be

a blessing,” she said.
Jaworowski thanked the
project’s donors, who are
named on the bridge plaque:
Rita Cloutier, who also serves
on the chamber board, for what
he said is her “extreme gener-
osity”; North Country Ford;
Schurman Motor Co.; Annie’s
on Main; the Northern Gateway
Chamber of Commerce; Lionel
See Pet, Page 11
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BY ROBERT BLECHL
Staff Writer

After several years in devel-
opment, Grafton County has is-
sued its final report presentation
for the proposed new county
courthouse, a project that in-
volves demolishing the existing
structure and replacing it with a
new and larger building.

In the report, Lavallee
Brensinger Architects — which
was enlisted in 2024 to study
replacement, as recommended
in the 2021 facility assessment
by EH Danson Associates —
estimates a total project cost
of $47,383,337, based on third
quarter 2026 construction.

In their conclusion, the firm
recommends a new building en-
compassing 64,668 gross square
feet to meet the projected 2045
needs of the Grafton County
Sheriff’s Office, dispatch and

communications, New Hamp-
shire Department of Correc-
tions probation and parole, the
Grafton County attorney’s of-
fice, Grafton County Register
of Deeds, county maintenance
department, New Hampshire
Department of Motor Vehicles,
and the New Hampshire Judi-
cial Branch, all of which com-
pleted questionnaires and par-
ticipated in meetings to review
current and projected needs.

An existing conditions re-
view concludes that the current
40,000-square-foot courthouse
must remain operational during
construction and the new court-
house must remain as close as
possible to the county jail, and
the public entrance must be vis-
ible from the road.

The courthouse building
committee and design team de-
termined that the location of the
existing courthouse’s parking
lot balances the criteria as a site,

The final presentation report has been issued for the proposed
new Grafton County courthouse, the public entrance for which is
depicted here. (Contributed architectural rendering)

said architectural representa-
tives.

A new courthouse, located in
approximately the same spot as
the existing facility but closer
to the road, would replace the
courthouse at the county com-
plex in North Haverhill, which
was built in the early 1970s.

Demolition of the existing
structure is included in the price
tag, Grafton County commis-

sioners noted in their June 24
meeting.

The next step would be for
the county commission to rec-
ommend it to the executive
committee of the 27-member
Grafton County Delegation,
which would then make its rec-
ommendation to the delegation.

The delegation, which rep-
resents the county’s towns,
would take the final vote. A two-

BUSINESS PROFESSIONALS
& SERVICES GUIDE
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Home Decor Fabrics

www.detailsinteriorfashions.com

106 Main Street © Littleton, NH * 603-444-7444
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NURSE PRACTITIONER

CERTIFIED DOT MEDICAL EXAMS
“THE ROAD GOES ON FOREVER”

MicHAEL SCANLON APRN, NP-C

LiTTLETON, NH

603-236-9230

Stockley|

_Trucking
Buying All Metals

Steel ¢ Brass ¢ Copper ¢ Aluminum
Monday-Friday, 7-4

405 S. Main Street, Lisbon, NH 03585
Phone: 603-838-2860 « www.stockleytrucking.com
“Buying Metal Salvage”

thirds delegation vote in favor
would be needed for approval.

Proponents of replacement
say county departments and
services have grown in the past
five decades and the current
building does not meet 21st
century needs; many depart-
ments are increasingly cramped
for space; machine components
are original and no longer being
supported by the companies that
manufactured them; there are
building and life-safety code de-
ficiencies, accessibility issues,
and high maintenance costs
in the existing building; and a
new facility would carry energy
and operational efficiencies that
save money.

Some residents have voiced
concerns that the cost is too
great for small towns.

During the June 24 commis-
sion meeting, county mainte-
nance supervisor Jim Oakes
said replacement, rather than

renovating and adding to the
existing courthouse, is the rec-
ommended path, and if it’s de-
termined that replacement is too
costly, the county must still face
the issues that need to be ad-
dressed in the current building,
and to not address them would
be negligent.

Martha McLeod, the county
commission chair, said the three
commissioners need to review
the architectural report and de-
cide their next steps.

The New Hampshire Bureau
of Court Facilities currently
pays $338,208 to the county to
lease a courtroom, office space,
and storage space encompass-
ing 21,291 square feet for Graf-
ton Superior Court and Haver-
hill District Court.

Among the major occupants
in the existing building are the
sheriff’s department, emergency
dispatch, and the county attor-
ney’s office.

Preshy Brothers Go Into
Propane Business

BY ROBERT BLECHL
Staff Writer

Trevor and Thad Presby are
adding another business line in
the North Country — propane.

“In Franconia, we just set two
big tanks that look like subma-
rines,” said Trevor Presby. “We
are going into the business and
will be selling and providing
propane services to people in
this area.”

Although several propane
companies headquartered out of
state provide service locally, the
goal of the new Presby business
is to have a local connection that
offers reliable service and fast
response, he said.

The coverage area will en-
compass Littleton, Bethlehem,
Franconia, Sugar Hill, Easton,
and Lisbon.

“We want to provide service
to the locals and bring back the
one-on-one contact, so you’ll
be talking to someone in Fran-
conia, not Texas or Nova Scotia
or whoever it would be,” said
Presby. That’s how we do our

oil business already. It just adds
onto our oil and our plumbing.”

Staff will be on hand for 24-
hour service.

“We already have that, but
we’re adding that to the propane
line,” said Presby. “We’ve been
doing heating oil for years and
now we’re adding that line for
24-hour on-call and added some
technicians and drivers. We’ve
added about five more staff
members for this business.”

The new propane line could
serve thousands of homes and
businesses, he said.

The business has taken on
its first accounts, hired a person
who has more than three de-
cades of propane experience to
manage it, and brought in five
tractor trailer loads of tanks to
swap out.

“We should be able to start
selling propane in mid-July,”
said Presby. “It’s good for the
area. There’s only one other lo-
cal propane company. It would
be nice to get back to those roots
where we have a local company
that can service you. We’re just

See Preshy, Page 11
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Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted
200 200 200 200

15TIZND TEACHING POSITION

GOOD SHEPHERD CATHOLIC
SCHOOL -5t Johnsbury, VT

AL Good Shepherd, you®ll thrive in
a nurturing environment with small
class sizes, supportive families,
and a warm, family-like atmo-

sphere,

See the ful job posting and apply
on School Spring, job #52745991,
Or

Submit your resume, cover letter,
and references o lcartularod-
goodshepherdschoohtorg.  Join
us in shaping young hears and
minds at Good Shepherd Catholic
Schooll

(B02) 751-8223

Help Wanted Help Wanted
200
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LONG TERM SUBSTITUTE
Seeking a Long Term Substitute
Teacher for October - February of
the 2025-2026 school year.

BA or BS required. We require a
teacher who is a guide, a resource,
and a facilitator to be an active par-
ticipant in each student*s learning
process.*If you can see the world
through a child*s eyes, send a letter
of interest and resume to:

Woodland Community School

*809 Brook Road

Bethlehem, NH* 03574

or

jenny@woodlandcommuni-
tyschool.org

by August 10th

Visit www.woodlandcommuni-
tyschool.org or call (603)444-1221
for more information.

200

White Mountains School Administrative Unit # 35
BETHLEHEM <+ LAFAYETTE < LANDAFF < LISBON +*PROFILE
..where excellence links living and learning...

CUSTODIAN
Lafayette Regional School

Lafayette Regional School District is seeking
candidates for a fulltime custodian position.

For more information or to apply please go to:
www.SchoolSpring.com and reference
job ID#5161527

SAU #35
P.O. Box 780
Franconia, NH 03580
Phone (603) 444-3925
www.SAU35.0org
eoe
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EXPERIENCED AUTO TECHNICIAN

North Country Ford, a four generation family owned Ford dealership in
New Hampshire’s Great North Woods, has an immediate opening for an
experienced automotive technician in our busy flat rate shop. Monday
to Friday work schedule, paid vacations and holidays, compensated
training, insurance, and employer matched IRA are just some of our
benefits. We are looking for a team player who understands that
the customer is at the heart of all we do. Preference will be given to
candidates with previous Ford experience and Ford or ASE certifications.
Resumes and/or applications can be picked up and dropped off at 29
Middle St., Lancaster, NH, or mailed to:

P.0. Box 468, Lancaster, NH 03584

or email: joinncford@gmail.com

C/0: Technician
Call (603)-788-2311 & ask for Keith, Mike or

Help Wanted
200

CONSERVATION DISTRICT JOB
Orleans County NRCD is hiring a
Community Engagement & Com-
munications Program Specialist.
Position focuses on delivering
communications, education, and
outreach programming and ser-
vices focused on soil and water
quality. 30hr/week position, based
out of Newport in a hybrid, shared
workspace. Find full description at:
www.orleanscountynrcd.org; appli-
cations due July 14

MARKETING

& SALES

Are you a go-getter who thrives on building relationships and
helping businesses succeed? Do you want to be part of a
trusted, local news organization that makes a real impact in

our community?

We’re looking for a dynamic and driven Advertising Sales
Representative to connect businesses with our highly
engaged audience. If you have:

--Strong sales skills and a passion for local business

--The ability to create compelling advertising solutions
--Excellent communication and relationship-building abilities
--A competitive spirit with a customer-first approach

Then we want to hear from you! Base salary + commission.
Sales experience preferred but not required—bring your
energy, and we’ll provide the training.

Send your resume and cover letter to:

Todd Smith, Publisher
smitht@caledonian-record.com

Services

NORTH WOODS ROOF COATINGS
Coat + seal your rusting metal roof.
Free estimates. www.northwood-
sroofcoatings.com or call 802-735-
6419 anytime.

Apartments For Rent
605

Littleton, small ground floor, 1 bed-
room. Heat, rubbish removal, parking
included. Nice outside sitting area.
$1,200/month, 603-444-0977.

CALEDOMNIAN
RECORD stictas

Presby

Continued from Page 10
happy to serve the communi-
ty and do another business that

we think the community needs.
It fits in with everything we al-
ready do, the gas stations and
grocery stores.”

With locally based service,
the goal is to never have anyone

run out of propane, he said.
“The nice thing about this is
we get a lot of calls about snow
plowing and we have to snow
plow for the propane compa-
nies,” said Presby. “Now, we’ll

just schedule it right out of our
office. If we know the truck has
to get up a bad driveway, they
don’t have to worry about that
service anymore. We’ll take care
of it in-house.”

Pet

Continued from Page 9
Cloutier; Johnston; and Kee-
gan, the latter of whom did all
the bridge metal work.

“It’s kind of a labor of love,
and hopefully, it will be here
for a long time,” said Jawor-
owski, whose name is also on
the plaque as a donor.

“As we dedicate this space,
let’s consider that our pets are
a valuable part of the commu-
nity,” said Szauter. “Without
them, it would be very boring
for sure. There are service
animals, there are rescue an-
imals, there are animals who
visit nursing homes, and there
are those that are pets and day
after day continue to provide
unconditional love. May this
Rainbow Bridge become a
place where grief can be ac-
cepted and healing may be-
gin, where old friends are
remembered and new friend-
ships are established.”

She then read a poem titled
the “The Rainbow Bridge”
and written by Edna Clyne-
Rekhy, who wrote it when she
was 19, after the loss of her
beloved lab, Major.

“With great joy, we ded-
icate this rainbow bridge to

David Weiner and the en-
tire town of Lancaster,” said
Szauter. “We declare that it is
now a part of the community
and available to all ... If you
have a collar or a represen-
tative of a collar, we have a
place here for them to stay.”
The dedication included a
reading of the blessing of the
animals — in which Szauter
said animals are a gift that
brings joy and lessons about

love and resilience — fol-
lowed by a ribbon-cutting
ceremony.

Rita Cloutier attended with
Miss Tootsie, her long-haired
dachshund.

“She replaces two other
dachshunds that I lost four
years ago,” said Cloutier. “I
lost two in one year, [ages] 14
and 15.”

Cloutier attached to the
bridge an orange collar that
belonged to Bear, her large
Labrador mix who was
known all around town.

In the past week, even be-
fore Sunday’s dedication, the
bridge had nearly a half doz-
en collars wrapped around its
rails.

“I’m hoping there will be a
lot more collars to make that
rainbow,” said Cloutier.

gether

We CanHelp

The Caledonian-Record proudly presents
Do Gooders — an initiative to highlight local
nonprofits, volunteer organizations &
community heroes. We want to showcase
deserving local efforts & elevate their
missions through our print, digital, and social
media marketing channels. If your nonprofit
has a significant event, cause, or message,
we're here to assist. There's no fee involved —
just an opportunity to do some good.

APPLY Z5iE
NOW fg%"‘

Questions or nominations can be emailed
to news@caledonian-record.com
with subject line: Do Good
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CROSSTOWN MOTORS SERVICE SPECIALS

Full Interior/ :-k:
Exterior Detall :

1
1
1
JULY 1
SPECIAL |

SAVINGS L

1

1

Pass or fail, see advi fdtIMtp ent coupon at time of appointment.
Ep 07/31/25.

Brake Service . *!

111111

’ special Inspection,

Cleaning and
JULY SPECIAL SAVINGS Service
Calipers,
Brackets,
Slides,
and more.

ost makes ddeO
pres c

Ask about our

oil.cChan

Club

Synthetic and Dlesel
plans available
at huge savings!

Call today to schedule an appomtment

We Now Offer All

RECONDITIONING SERVICES

From Wash|Vac to Complete Detail!

Service Manager Service Advisor Serwce Ad visor
John Tholl Chase Ingerson Joe Monahan

wrosavinemours  Gall 603-444-7771

|
CROSSTOWN Email Us: serWCE@crnsstowmvt;:c;:swrllf:

CHRYSLER — —— /' all makes

Monday-Friday 7:00AM-5:30PM and models.

© Jeep Gram s A e
650 Meadow St - Rte.302 - Littleton,NH =~ moeem. SERVICE ™ 2557257, GROUP

Book your service appointment online, any time at crosstownmotors.net




