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Pictures of area wedding scenes found in this
publication are provided courtesy of K&E Pho-
tography, a business based in Lyndonville.

Owner and photographer Kelsey Gilman is a
2008 graduate of St. Johnsbury Academy. She
attended an Art Institute for digital photography
in Tampa, Florida, after high school. In 2014, she
moved back to Vermont and got her start in pro-
fessional photography by assisting an established
photographer in the area.

In June 2021 she left her job as an insurance
agent and committed to photography as her livelihood.

Many of the weddings she photographs are held at local
venues. Her photographs published in this guide are moments

¥\
Kelsey Gilman, of
K&E Photography

raphy.

Shawn and Kelsey Bear stroll hand-in-hand across a Burke Mountain walkway
following their July 2025 marriage ceremony. (Photo by Kelsey Gilman of K&E
Photography/www.kephotographyvt.com)

Picture A Wedding Locally
With K & E Photography

Kelsey already has 13 weddings scheduled for
this year and is ready to book more. She said she
is also scheduling out for 2027.

“I love being able to witness so many amaz-
ing love stories and meeting so many wonderful
people that I would otherwise have never met,”
she said.

Kelsey Gilman lives in Lyndonville with her
significant other, Devon Phillips, and two daugh-
ters. The name of her older daughter, 11-year-old
Evelyn, is where she got the “E” in K&E Photog-

Gilman said her photography business also focuses on
families, seniors and boudoir. Learn more about the photogra-

she captured at three of the special places couples choose for phy business by going to her website: www.kephotographyvt.
their marriage celebrations.

com; IG: @kephotographyvt

On The Cover

Jessica and Brody Bate celebrate their wedding in September 2025
at the Barn at Top of the World in Derby. (Photo by Kelsey Gilman/
www,kephotographyvt.com)

Caledonia County
Fairgrounds

Floral Hall

An amagzing place for your wedding!
Very Affordable © Ample, Well Kept Grounds ® Rustic Casual

4,200

*Camping sites with hookups available for extra charge.

4,800 sq. ft. building

Includes tables and chairs to accommodate
200 guests and 2 private bathrooms.

Other Buildings
Available
Starting at $400

NOW BOOKING 2025 DATES

Weddings / Events / Reunions
Contact Jeff Goodwin — 802-535-9897

(leave message ... will get right back to you)
Email: jgood460@gmail.com
or call Fairgrounds 802-427-4404

P Lyndonville, VT
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ceremony. (Contributed Photo by Kelsey Gilman of K&E Photography/www.kephotographyvt.com)
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The Damm:gSad s e[egunt dsmng room & |
waterfront deck open onto a garden H

courtyard to create the ideal setting for
a storybook wedding.

Combine this with excellent food
& professional service & have an
event beyond the expectations of

You & your guests.
Contact Dena 802-334-9100
The Dancing Sail

47 Landing Street, Newport, VT 05855
www.thedancingsail.com

e il e TR

ejuabepy ueid

xoe|g



T 4| Bridal Guide

ejuabepy uein

NREEIE

The Record | 2026

TipS to streamline
a wedding day

arriage is a social institution that is save time by moving things along. It also allows for
Mthousands of years old. Marriage has smooth transitions during parts of the ceremony.

undergone changes over the years, but For example, the maid of honor traditionally holds
plenty of people are still tying the knot and hosting  the bride’s bouquet during the ceremony. But other
amazing wedding celebrations. bridesmaids can be enlisted to hold items or fix the

A total of 2,065,905 marriages were recorded in the  bride’s train or veil as well.
United States in 2022. Statistics Canada indicates
98,355 registered marriages took place in 2020.
Prospective brides and grooms may be inclined to
host more simplified and streamlined weddings

in order to save money and time. Finding ways

to streamline a wedding is not necessarily that . )
challenging. * Choose a nearby location. Asking guests and

vendors to travel great distances can add time to
the wedding festivities. Selecting a centrally located
ceremony site and reception hall will streamline
many of the steps people would have to take to
attend. It also might remove the need to arrange
overnight accommodations for the wedding.

* Select one venue. Holding the wedding ceremony
and reception in the same place cuts down on
travel time and logistical issues for both the guests
and those involved in the wedding. It also reduces
necessary costs for transportation.

* Keep the ceremony short. While this may not
always be an option for couples who are having a
traditional religious ceremony that is beholden to
the rules of the faith, some couples can opt for a
shortened ceremony that is more direct and to the
point. A streamlined ceremony can stick strictly

to the exchange of vows, rather than including * Hire a wedding cpordma@or. A profess1ongl
readings, musical interludes, candle lighting planner and coordinator will keep the wedding
ceremonies, and more. Couples who want religious ~ moving along on time and ensure a smooth
ceremonies can speak with their officiants to process. This professional can remain emotlonally.
. e see how they can stick to tradition, but keep the peutrall solve problems and ensure that everyone is

g B _,_ g gt e .. ceremony more succinct. in the right place.

Lisa Patrick and David Kiyak marry at the Notch House at Lake Willoughby in Hﬁs;‘g‘ ;;;‘i;?;igg‘gzjgf;i}fgﬁ‘éﬁ‘;‘;ﬁgﬁfgg of Streamlining a wedding and

August 2025. (Contributed Photo by Kelsey Gilman/www.kephotographyvt.com) tasks at the wedding fosters efficiency and can making it more efficient can save time and money.

Farm Tables
Cocktail Tables
Rounds and Rectangle Tables
Wood padded chairs
White padded chairs

qeruG (en

Joseph & Kaytlin Riendeau

802-272-9563-802-535-2599
(f) scenictents.com

Providing Tents and Rentals
in Vermont and Surrounding
Areas for Over 12 Years!

Sailcloth Tents
High Peak Century
Smaller Tents
Dancefloors
Staging Lighting
Linens
Dishware
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A checklist of
vendors to facilitate
wedding planning

Plﬁgg;ﬂg; i [4 Wedding venue 4 Jeweler

: a Silg_l’liﬁcant [/ Receptionvenue [ Transportation
undertaking.
Though many tasks [ Caterer [ Hotel
associated with VA V4 .
wedding planning [4 Bakery [4 Salon/Hairdresser
3}1;6 enjo}l’)able,f [4 Photographer [ Makeup Artist
the number o
variables that must Z Videographer Z Weddlng Planner
be coordinated can . . .
make the process feel [4 Florist [4 Bridal Gown Retailer
atlltt'tle ovg;wl‘lelmmg [4 Officiant M4 Groom’s Attire
at times. Stayin
organized ca}; rgake [¥ Entertainment [¥ Favors Vendor
wedding planning

a lot easier, and this
checklist of vendors
can be utilized by
couples looking to
stay calm as they
plan their big day.

Anna and Austin Beveridge enjoy their summer 2025 wedding day on Burke Mountain.
(Contributed Photo by Kelsey Gilman/www.kephotographyvt.com)

WE DO SHOWERS, REHEARSAL DINNERS,
OFFER FOOD RECEPTIONS, AND MORE! WE CATER EVENTS

AND BAR SERVICES ON OR OFF-FREMISE -‘k‘ .

Contact us to get started
info@stjdistillery.com 802-424-1146

COMPETITIVE PRICING AVAILABLE FOR BOOKINGS OF
TWO OR MORE EVENTS

onIBIT,
T g W

KITCHEN

FODE ®ivae sFIRAY
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wedding budget

eddings are momentous occasions in the lives
Wof couples. Recently engaged couples likely

know that weddings can be expensive. The
experts at the online wedding resource Zola estimated
that couples would spend around $36,000 on their
weddings in 2025. If that figure produces some sticker
shock, couples can rest easy in the knowledge that
such estimates reflect a host of variables, not all of
which are applicable to each wedding. It also can calm
couples’ nerves to develop a budget as the first step
in wedding planning. Once a budget is worked out,
couples can then use that to guide their decisions.
The need to budget for a wedding may seem obvious,
but couples, particularly those tying the knot for the
first time, might not know where to begin. Couples
facing
such a situation can consider these three budget-
building tips for
their wedding.
1. Identify where funds are coming from. Parents
of the bride were once the traditional sources of
wedding funds, but that’s less common than it used
to be. According The Knot Real Weddings Study, the
average age of marriage in 2024 was 32 years. That

Jessica and Brody Bate celebrate their wedding in September 2025 at the Barn at
Top of the World in Derby. (Photo by Kelsey Gilman/www,kephotographyvt.com)

to create a reasonable

means many couples are now on relatively
firm financial footing by the time they get
married, prompting some to pay for the
entire affair themselves. Couples looking
to establish a wedding budget can first
identify who'’s helping to fund it. If couples
are going it alone, then this is a simple
step in the process. If parents and other
relatives offer to pitch in, couples can
count such offers toward the total amount
of money they have to fund the big day.

2. Consider working with a financial

planner. Another strategy to building a

budget is to work with a professional to
determine how much you can afford. Many couples
now live together prior to getting engaged, and Zola
notes that more than half (53 percent) even shop
for rings together. Advanced wedding planning can
be a wise move, particularly for couples footing the
bill on their own or with minimal assistance from
family members. A financial planner can help couples
determine what they can afford and offer tips to grow
their existing wealth with an eye on paying for their
wedding.

3. Identify your priorities. The Knot reports that venue
and rentals accounted for slightly more than one-
quarter (27 percent) of couples’ wedding budgets in
2025. While venues and rentals are typically the biggest
expense when planning a wedding, couples building

a budget should identify their biggest priority. Some
might want a stunning venue, while others might feel

a backyard ceremony is perfect for them. Identifying
your biggest priorities and then devoting enough funds
to those areas can guide the budget-building process.
Weddings can be expensive. Budgeting can help
couples get the wedding they want without breaking
the bank.

EXCEPTIONAL CATERING AND BAR SERVICES

Weddings ~ Showers ~ Rehearsal Dinners ~ Parties

Our menus feature a variety of options. Whether you
choose a plated dinner or a rustic buffet, we will
create the perfect menu for you and your guests.

vegetarian, vegan and gluten-free options also available

\ Book a Rehearsal and Wedding Dinner and we will
% include a Late Night Munchies Bar at no extra charge.

i
j D o

vermontcateringcompany.com .

vermontcateringcompany@gmail.com
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The Tempson Barn at Town Farm -
Lyndonville, Vermont

Q;—-—\ Host life’s most important moments at The Tempson Barn

in Vermont. Whether you are planning a birthday
celebration, family reunion, wedding or holiday party,

TEMPSON BARN

at town farm

The Tempson Barn is the perfect location for your

friends, family and colleagues to gather.

WWW.tempsonbarn.com

components, and
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coordinating those g

elements can be a significant =
undertaking. In addition to 5
accommodating their own needs, Q
couples must consider a host of g
variables unique to their situation, o
including budget. When establishing
a wedding budget, couples may want T

K- to allocate a significant percentage e

: of their fl.ll’ldS to the reception. \ " T : o ) g-_;
According to The Knot 2025 Katarina and Evan Leonard marry on Burke Mountain in September 2025. (Photo by Kelsey Gilman of K&E Photography/www.kephotographyvt.com) =

Weddings Study, much of
the cost of a wedding, which
cost an average of $33,000
in 2025, can be traced to
~ reception-related expenses Start your a dventure
E such as food and drinks, ’
entertainment and venue. The
Knot study found that couples spent
roughly 27 percent of their wedding

At Passumpsic Bank, we pride ourselves
on being with our customers through

budget on venue and rentals, 24 every stage of life. You have a financial
percent on catering (including drinks partner you can count on for all the
— and cake) and amazing adventures ahead!

11 percent on music and
guest entertainment.
To contact a Universal Banker,
call 800-370-3196 or visit
passumpsicbank.com

NORTHEAST
KINGDOM

ARTISANS |2

G- UI'L-D mﬁ’

DESIGNATED VERMONT STATE CRAFT CENTER
Visit us: Tuesday-Saturday 10:30-5:30
430 Railroad Street, St. Johnsbury, Vermont
802-748-0158 * www.nekartisansguild.com

w Passumpsic Bank

11 Locations in the Northeast Kingdom of VT,
Central VT and Northern NH

Member FDIC | Equal Housing Lender =X
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Orleans Country Club

We're the perfect spot for your

wedding sbowm; rebearsal dinner

and wedding party golf outings.

802-754-2333

(Offseason: 802-754-2370) 4 oy
orleanscountryclub@gmail.com :.-' 9
316 Country Club Lane, Orleans, VT 05860 * i

oL~
o ‘xm.\v Ny
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325 N. Main St., Barre
802-476-8389

Alterations and Tailoring
Bridal and Special Events
Tuxedo Rentals
Dry Cleaning
sewingbasketvt.com

thlcbratc Your Lovc

A beginner’'s guide to

engagement ring shopping

( jouples far and wide will tie the
knot this year. Weddings join two
lives together and often culminate

with a lavish party that sees extended

family and friends gather around tables
enhanced by floral arrangements and
delicious food. But long before guests can
choose chicken or beef or newlyweds
mail the final thank you note, couples
must first take the initial step on the
road to the wedding. That means getting
engaged. Traditionally, engagements
involve a sparkling gem that symbolizes
love, fidelity and a whirlwind series

of months poring over every possible

wedding detail.

Shopping for an engagement ring is

a unique experience. A ring requires

a significant financial investment

and serves as a lifelong symbol of
commitment to another person. To
navigate this sparkling world of diamonds
and settings, shoppers can focus on key
areas, notably budget, gem classification
and finding a reputable jeweler.

Establish an engagement

ring budget

Those ready to pop the question need
not adhere to the outdated “three
months’ salary” rule when selecting an
engagement ring. Instead, the ring should
be chosen based on financial realism

and means. The Knot's 2024 Jewelry &
Engagement Study indicates the average
cost of an engagement ring in the United
States comes in at approximately $5,200.
However, many couples spend less,
showing that a marriage need not start
on shaky financial footing due to the cost
of aring. If cost is a factor, lab-grown
diamonds often cost 50 percent or more
less than natural diamonds, yet they are
chemically and physically identical to
mined diamonds. One also can consider
another gemstone, particularly if
diamonds are beyond a budget or seem
too traditional.

Know the four Cs

Diamond shopping involves mastering
the Four Cs, which refers to Cut, Color,
Clarity, and Carat Weight. A person
should prioritize the cut above all else,
and try to find a diamond in budget

that has a cut that brings out the gem’s
brilliance and fire. It can be challenging
to distinguish a diamond’s color with the
naked eye. Very often a near-colorless
G-J diamond can look identical to a
colorless one (Grade D). Color grades
increase up to Z, with the diamond being
more yellow /brown as the grading goes
on. Clarity refers to tiny flaws (inclusions)
in the diamond. A diamond that is Very
Slightly Included will have inclusions not

With The Perfect Tent!

We will work with you to choose exactly the

In New Hampshire's White Mountains

e

oh T ‘

visible without magnification, making
them a safe bet for saving money over
those without any inclusions at all. Carat
weight refers to the diamond’s weight
and not its size. Diamonds just shy of the
full- or half-carat mark tend to be less
expensive but still look impressive.

Choose a reputable seller

It’s best to choose a gem that has been
graded by an independent laboratory
like the Gemological Institute of
America. Customers also should select
a jeweler they trust, which may require
some research and word-of-mouth
recommendations. A knowledgeable
jeweler also can make suggestions on
setting and gem shape. Upon purchasing
the engagement ring, one also might
consider having it independently
appraised for further purchase
protection.

An engagement ring purchase requires
careful consideration and a significant
investment. But once the stress of
purchase wears away, the lasting
memories of the engagement and
wedding to come will make everything
well worth it.

ion Begms

(o772 2%
INN «* RESORT

Route 2, Shelburne, NH

The Town and Country Inn and Resort is the perfect destination for
your wedding. We offer personalized, value-priced packages and
lodging. We can accommodate gatherings for 50 to 400, and provide
a variety of menu choices prepared by our award winning chef!

. 1-800-325-4386
townandcountryinnandresort.com

right supplies for your wedding.
Tents * Tables ® Chairs ® Grills ® Party Supplies

ASK ABOUT OUR COMPLETE TENT PACKAGES!

OPEN: Monday-Friday 8-4 Saturday
8-Noon ¢ Closed Sunday

info@allaroundrental.com

802-748-7841

www.allaroundrental.com

Route 5 North, St. Johnsbury, VT
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Why it pays to
trust a pro with

wedding photography

r ser-friendly technology and
1 = ' | greatly enhanced connectivity has
i changed the way people approach
various tasks. The do-it-yourself home
improvement trend is a testament to that
shift, as homeowners now have access to
professional grade tools and can easily
take to social media for inspiration
and instructions for renovations that
were once the domain of experienced
contractors.
Though it can be fun and budget-
friendly to embrace a DIY approach in
many settings, that strategy is not ideal
for every situation, including the day couples tie the knot. A couple’s wedding
day is one to cherish forever, which is why it pays to rely on skilled professionals.
That’s particularly so with wedding photography, which will serve as the official
record of a day filled with love and laughs. Modern technology may compel some
couples to think they can go without the services of a professional photographer
on their wedding day, but there are many reasons to trustthis important job to an
experienced pro.

+ Customized Menu
« Competitive Rates

802.748.3785

Perfect for:

& planning ahead for... Baby Showers

Please call for Menu & Booking Information

St. Johnsbury Elks Lodge
118 Western Ave. « St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

* Photographers can get great shots no matter the conditions. There’s a
difference between snapping great shots of an idyllic setting on a smartphone

and taking wedding day photographs couples will look back on for years to come.
Experienced photographers have cameras capable of far more than those on a
smartphone, and these skilled professionals also possess the knowledge of how to
get great shots in settings that might not be so conducive to photography. A dimly
lit reception hall dance floor may prove challenging for untrained amateurs, but
professional photographers know what to do to get great shots in such settings.
Professionals also know how to utilize natural light to their advantage when taking
shots outdoors.

* Photographers handle the details. Couples have enough on their plate when
planning weddings. Taking on photography duties requires identifying the right
photo locations, knowing when to take photos to maximize surroundings, ensuring
bridal party members are all ready to go so photos can be taken within tight
deadlines, and post-wedding detailing. That's a lot to take on, and it's work best left
to professionals.

* Photographers free up time. Many newlyweds note their wedding day seemed
to fly by and was over before they knew it. Such sentiments may be even
stronger when couples take on too much responsibility come the wedding day. A
professional photographer will coordinate shots and timelines with couples prior
to the big day and take over getting bridal party members where they need to be
when they need to be there. That frees up time for couples to spend more time
with each other and their guests come the day of the wedding, which in turn can
make it feel as though the day didn't fly by.

* You get a professionally finished product. Amateur photographers simply won't
produce as stunning a finished product as professionals who take and touch up
photos for a living. A wedding day photo album is a keepsake couples will look back
on for years, so it's best to ensure its contents include photos taken and touched
up by a skilled professional.

Couples can find ways to cut costs with their wedding budgets. But it’s best to
avoid cutting corners regarding photography, as there’s no way to turn back the
clock and get better shots if the efforts of amateurs fall short of expectations.

. JFFATR TOREME, -
* o
A PARTY STORE'&. GIFTS

' EVERYTHING

|| But the Cook =

A Complete Professional & Personal Kitchen Store

Everything You Need

For Your Special Day!

Tuxedo & Suit Rental & Sales
Wedding Accessories
Gifts * Bridal Registry
On Site Wedding & Party Planner

Woodsville Station Building,
28 Central Street, Woodsville, NH.

603-747-3200

Grazing Tables
Bar Service
Small Venue Rental

.

Wedding Receptions Corlachls
Bridal Showers Today! 802-227-3300
Jack & Jill Parties ' :
Rehearsal Dinners

Special Events ;
miesl SERVICES
IEETEHEAET & ET'EHEE Now booking for summer & fall 2026! g_;

Buffet, Family Style, & Plated Meals

threepondsvi@gmail.com Danville, VT
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m White Mountain

ahudiis @al%

Pl aterers
L % 161 East Milan Rd., Berlin, NH 03570

Custom Food for any Occasion [,

-

Use our beautiful banquet facility with seating for 350
or catering at any location of your choice.

Booking now for 2026-2027
Very reasonable meal prices proudly listed on our website...

www.chaletcaterers.com

¢ Family owned and operated since 1987

* Thousands of Special Events Successfully Catered

* Custom food for any occasion from 50 to 5000 guests.

¢ View our menus with transparent pricing at:
www.chaletcaterers.com. Custom Menus also available.

¢ Offering buffet, plated, and family style dinner service. China
and Silverware rental available off-site.

* Experienced, uniformed, attentive waitstaff with all events.

¢ Final menu and guest count not needed until the week of the
event.

¢ Call today for a free consultation with owner Chef and
wedding coordinator

¢ Facility includes all china, stemware, silverware, chair covers,
linens, bartenders with full liquor license, inside and
outside ceremony area along our brook. Fully air conditioned
venue with large dancefloor &elevated stage.

We cater all events including weddings, holiday
parties, after funeral meals, anniversary celebrations, birthday
parties, graduations, and corporate gatherings at any location

you select, or at our venue in Berlin, NH.

Contact our Owner Ruthanne at
chaletruthie@gmail.com or by texting or calling

603-752-5517anytime.

Responsibilities
typically delegated to notable
bridal party members

ngaged couples tend to ask
E their closest family members

and friends to be in their bridal
parties. Such requests are an honor
and bridal party members tend to be
excited to play such a significant role
on a couple’s wedding day. But bridal
party members also do much to help
engaged couples before the big day.

Couples can choose to delegate as
many tasks as they desire to bridal
party members. Before delegating,
couples can look to tradition to guide
them in regard to asking their bridal
parties to lend a hand.

Katarina Leonard and her
bridesmaides  assemble
on Burke Mountain in Sep-
tember 2025, following Ka-
tarina’s marriage to Evan.
(Kelsey Gilman)

* Best man: The best man toast at

a wedding reception tends to be

a jovial part of the festivities that
couples and guests look forward to,
so asking a best man to give such a speech is customary. Best
man responsibilities also may include organizing a bachelor
party or a similar type of get-together with fellow groomsmen
and other guests prior to the wedding. A best man also may
coordinate a gift for the groom if the groomsmen want to give
the groom an item that requires pooling resources.

* Maid/matron of honor: A maid/matron of honor typically
delivers a toast at the reception prior to the best man’s speech.

- 4 ry -

ﬂ '-"' e BARAY /&

NEwW MOON MANO
Historic Vermont Farmhouse for
Weddings, Events, and Group Stays

An elegant and fexible setting featuring a full kitchen,
live bedrooms cach with a dedicated bathroom,
a large parlor and dining room, generous

gathering spaces, and a dedicated ballroom for evenis.

«\

Ideal as a venue or wedding-party home base, and

well suited for group stayvs and extended gathcnngs

WWAWL NCWITOONIMANOr.COmm
Virew s |1n|‘?!“gn1.ii| SOOI

415-823-0504

Neow booking 2026 and 2027,

361 Rt 18, Waterford, VT 05819

TTE

ESTATE

A maid/matron of honor also may coordinate a bachelorette
party and bridal shower in the weeks or months before the
wedding. A maid/matron of honor tends to play a significant
role on the wedding day as well. A maid /matron of honor
may handle any problems that arise in the hours before the
ceremony so the bride can relax. For example, a maid /matron
of honor may work to ensure the bride is shielded from issues
affecting hair and makeup, the venue, last-minute gown
concerns, and other unforeseen problems that can arise. A
maid/matron of honor may need to do some delegating of her
own prior to the ceremony, asking fellow bridesmaids to help
coordinate party plans.

* Bridesmaids: Bridesmaids can help a bride when she’s
choosing her gown as well as the dresses bridesmaids
themselves will wear. Bridesmaids also help the maid /matron
of honor coordinate the bachelorette party and pitch in to help
address any issues that arise on the day of the ceremony.

* Groomsmen: Groomsmen can be tasked with helping the
best man coordinate a bachelor party. Groomsmen also can be
asked to schedule their tuxedo fittings to afford enough time
for alterations and orders to be completed in time for the big
day.

* Parents: Parents’ roles have changed considerably in recent
years. While the parents of the bride traditionally paid for the
wedding and grooms’ parents were tasked with bankrolling
the rehearsal dinner, many modern couples now foot some, if
not all, of those bills themselves. Parents can still be asked to
lend some financial assistance. In addition, couples can seek
input from parents regarding reception traditions like father/
daughter and mother/son dances.

Many bridal party members are willing to do whatever it takes
to make a couple’s wedding day as special as possible. Couples
are still urged to discuss responsibilities with bridal

party members prior to delegating tasks.

BETTERVT.COM

SCOTT DESJARDINS
802424.6691

VANESSA WELCH
802467.0214
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Simple touches that add
an elegant feel to a wedding

be somewhat misleading. Couples

have their own ideas regarding the
perfect wedding, and no single vision is
more worthy of that characterization
than another.
Tradition plays a big role at many
weddings, as couples have long embraced
customs like the first dance, cutting the
cake together and even tossing the bridal
bouquet at the reception. Traditional
weddings often are associated with
elegance, and there are many ways to
create an elegant aesthetic at a wedding.

* Consider candlelight. Candlelight can
make any space feel cozy and warm.
Lit candles also create a calming and
elegant vibe at a wedding. A handful

of thoughtfully placed candles around
a ceremony space can add a sense of
elegance to a wedding. That vibe can
be maintained into the reception when
candles are placed on dining tables.

The term “the perfect wedding” can

* Include some vintage items. Vintage
items can add elegance because they call
to mind traditional weddings of past eras.
Unique vintage vases on seating tables or
even as reception table centerpieces are
simple to arrange and effective at adding
an elegant touch.

* Choose a signature cocktail. The drinks
guests enjoy at the reception also can add
some elegance to the festivities. Ask the
reception hall bartender to collaborate on
a classic cocktail, ideally one that might
have been popular years ago or even a
modernized version of a drink that calls

to mind ceremonies of yesteryear.

* Go traditional with wedding attire.
More and more brides are choosing
wedding gowns that go beyond the
classic white dress. But brides who want
something elegant may want to stick

to traditional attire. The same goes for
grooms, who can choose a traditional
black tuxedo to add some simple
elegance to the big day.

* Set your sights on seating. There’s

no area of a wedding that can’t be
augmented with a little elegance, and
that even goes for seating. Chair sashes
complement an elegant theme, and such
simple decor is easy to pull off. It also
provides instant appeal and a touch of
class as guests enter the venue and take
a seat.

An elegant wedding aesthetic makes for
great photographs and adds a memorable
vibe to a ceremony and reception.

Kelsey and Shawn Bear kiss at their wedding recep-

tion at Burke Mountain Resort in July 2025. (Photo by %

Kelsey Gilman of K&E photography)

mooseriverlakeandlgdgestore.com (0

.
f DAILY Fred & Robin Little, Owners
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Lisa Patrick and David Kiyak marry at
the Notch House at Lake Willoughby
in August 2025. (Photos by Kelsey
Gilman/www.kephotographyvt.com)
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