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Caledonia County
Fairgrounds

An amazing place for your wedding!
Very Affordable • Ample, Well Kept Grounds • Rustic Casual

NOW BOOKING 2025 DATES
Weddings / Events / Reunions
Contact Jeff Goodwin – 802-535-9897

(leave message … will get right back to you) 
Email: jgood460@gmail.com

or call Fairgrounds 802-427-4404

Floral Hall

Other Buildings
Available

Starting at $400

$1,200 4,800 sq. ft. building
Includes tables and chairs to accommodate
200 guests and 2 private bathrooms.

*Camping sites with hookups available for extra charge.

Lyndonville, VT

370 RAILROAD ST., ST. JOHNSBURY, VT
802-748-2423

OPEN 
DAILY Fred & Robin Little, Owners

mooseriverlakeandlodgestore.commooseriverlakeandlodgestore.com

Jewelry for the
Wedding Party

f Gift Registry
f Pendleton Blankets
f April Cornell Linens For Your

Table
f Pillows f Rugs
f Wooden Ware   f Pottery
f Select The Perfect Wine or

Champagne For Your Wedding
(Volume Discounts)

f Wedding Fashions
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ON THE COVER: The Inn at Burklyn hosts Natalie & Alex Montgom-
ery, of Sutton, on their wedding day, Aug. 30, 2024. (Contributed 
Photo by K&E Photography)

C
yan M

agenta Yellow
 B

lack

A2



The Record | 2025	 Bridal Guide  | 3

FLEXIBLE, BUYING,  
SELLING, INVESTING

BETTERVT.COM

SCOTT DESJARDINS
802.424.6691

VANESSA WELCH
802.467.0214

Can’t have a backyard 
wedding without a 

backyard!

K & E Photography Captures 
Special Moments Locally

Pictures of area wedding scenes found in this 
publication are provided courtesy of K&E 
Photography, a business based in Lyndon-

ville.
Owner and photographer Kelsey Gilman is a 

2008 graduate of St. Johnsbury Academy. After 
high school she moved to Tampa, Fla. and attended 
an Art Institute for digital photography for 1½ years.

She said her path to a career in photography was 
found after moving back to Vermont in the fall of 
2014.

“I assisted a very established photographer and it 
opened up a whole new world of photography to me 
as weddings were never on my radar,” she said. “I 
always thought that if I did anything with photogra-
phy that I would have to live in a city and work for 
a studio or magazine.”

She said she was asked to photograph a friend’s 
wedding, and that’s where things started to take off.

“I focused on getting back into photography and 
learning as much as I could,” she said. “The gigs 
just started to snowball, I upgraded my gear when I 
could, invested in nice lenses and really focused on 
growing my business as a side hustle at first.”

In June 2021 she left her job as an insurance agent 
and committed to photography as her livelihood.

“It has been the best decision thus far,” she said. 
“It allows me to be a present mother and the free-
dom to be my own boss and make my own schedule 
while also succeeding in financial goals.”

With the start of a new year, Gilman already has 

17 weddings scheduled.
“At this point I must have worked 100 wed-

dings!” she said.
It’s a part of her business that she said she loves.
“I love being able to witness so many amazing 

love stories and meeting so many wonderful people 
that I would otherwise have never met,” she said.

Kelsey Gilman lives in Lyndonville with her sig-
nificant other, Devon Phillips, and two daughters. 
The name of her older daughter, 11-year-old Eve-
lyn, is where she got the “E” in K&E Photography.

Gilman said her photography business also fo-
cuses on families, seniors and boudoir. Learn more 
about the photography business by going to her 
website: www.kephotographyvt.com

Kelsey Gilman 
is a local pho-
tographer and 
owner of her 
own photog-
raphy busi-
ness, K & E 
Photography. 
(Contributed 
Photo)
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www.kingdomfarmlodge.com • 802.535.8157

The ideal venue for the quintessential Vermont wedding. Acres
of lush mowed fields, cozy lodging for your wedding party,

family & friends and a spectacular view of Burke Mountain.
We offer intimate indoor and larger outdoor ceremony and
reception options, vintage furnishings, unique decor, and

authentic Vermont scenery. A variety of packages are offered
to fit your style, needs and budget.

Your go to shop for bachelor/bachelorette
parties, rehearsal dinners and wedding

receptions.
We offer a full product line including

infused drinks, edibles, flower, pre-rolls,
and concentrates.

Reach us at: 802-535-2898
Simpsonbrookfarm@gmail.com

Simpson Brook Dispensary
East Burke Village

Full service recreational retail cannabis
shop located at 466 Vermont Rt 144,

East Burke.

mail.com

How To Allocate Funds When 
Planning A Wedding

Whether it’s a lavish, black-tie affair or a laid back 
gathering in the backyard, a couple’s wedding day 
is a momentous, and often costly, occasion. Ac-

cording to the online wedding planning resource Zola, the aver-
age cost of a wedding in 2023 was $33,000. That’s a significant 
sum for couples to spend, and it’s understandable if couples 
aren’t sure how to allocate funds for their big day. 

It’s important that couples recognize what’s most important 
to them when planning their weddings. Recognition of those 
priorities can help couples determine how to allocate their 
funds. Equally helpful can be how past couples have spent on 
their weddings. Utilizing data from its The Knot 2023 Real 
Weddings Study, the wedding experts at The Knot (theknot.
com) have calculated general percentages of a wedding budget 
couples can devote to various components. 

Couples with a keen eye might notice these percentages add 
up to significantly more than 100 percent. That’s because the 
budgetary breakdown reflects personal preferences, individu-
al couples’ budgets and what couples can expect to spend on 
certain components. For example, The Knot data indicates a 
couple that prefers a band for their reception instead of a DJ 
may need to allocate roughly twice as much of their budget to 
accommodate that preference. In addition, couples who do not 
intend to pay for wedding party members’ attire can find other 
ways to allocate those funds, which The Knot data indicates 
typically accounts for roughly 4 percent of a wedding budget. 

– Venue: 37 percent 
– Catering: 28 percent 
– Band: 12 percent 
– Wedding rings: 9 percent 
– Photography: 8 percent 
– Flowers: 8 percent 
– Alcohol: 8 percent 
– Rehearsal dinner: 8 percent 
– Videography: 7 percent 
– Couples’ attire: 7 percent 
– Rentals: 6 percent 
– DJ: 5 percent 
– Wedding party attire: 4 percent 
– Guest entertainment: 3 percent 
– Transportation: 3 percent 
– Ceremony music: 3 percent 
– Cake and desserts: 2 percent 
– Stationery: 2 percent 
– Officiant: 1 percent 
– Favors and gifts: 1 percent 
– Additional jewelry: 1 percent 

 continues on 5  

The average cost of a 
wedding in 2023 was 

$33,000
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 Weddings are well-known as costly affairs, 
even for couples who opt for more laid back 
ceremonies and receptions as opposed to lav-
ish gatherings. Each year, The Knot Real Wed-
dings Study uncovers the latest wedding trends, 
including those related to fashion, food and, of 
course, finances. The most recent study found 
that the average cost of a wedding in 2023 was 
$35,000. That marks a considerable increase 
over just a year earlier, when couples spent an 
average of $30,000 on their weddings. That 
significant spike in just a 12-month period un-

doubtedly reflects the effects of inflation, which 
has led to a notable increase in the costs of many 
products and services since 2022. If wedding 
costs are indeed surprising couples as they start 
to plan their big day, they can consider an ap-
proach that many before them have increasingly 
turned to: wedding planners. According to The 
Knot, 37 percent of couples hired a wedding 
planner in 2023, an increase of 7 percent over 
2019, when the pandemic had yet to be declared 
and inflation had not led to such significant price 
increases. Wedding planners can help couples 
navigate some costly waters so they can avoid 
starting their life together with substantial wed-
ding-related debt.  

Sailcloth Tents
High Peak Century

Smaller Tents
Dancefl oors

Staging Lighting
Linens

Dishware

Farm Tables
Cocktail Tables

Rounds and Rectangle Tables
Wood padded chairs
White padded chairs

Providing Tents and Rentals 
in Vermont and Surrounding 

Areas for Over 12 Years!

scenictents.com

Our Talent.
Your Style.

Fresh Flowers and Upscale Design
Designed Just for You 

bouquets • fl oral jewelry • centerpieces 
corsages • boutonnieres 

Artistic Gardens
1320 Rabbit Plain, St. Johnsbury, VT

802.748.5646
fl owershop@artisticgardens.com

artisticgardensvt.com

Another variable to consider 
is family. According to The Knot 
data, couples allocated an aver-
age of 8 percent of their budgets 
to their rehearsal dinner. Howev-
er, couples’ parents may offer to 
pay for that meal, which can leave 
more room in the budget for other 
expenses. 

In addition, The Knot report-
ed that the percentage of couples 
asking a friend or family member 
to serve as their wedding offici-
ant rose from 37 percent in 2015 
to 51 percent in 2020. Wedding 
officiants do not often eat up a 
significant portion of a couple’s 
wedding budget (1 percent), but 
this is another expense that mod-
ern couples may not need to ac-
count for. 

Weddings can cost tens of 
thousands of dollars. Couples 
who determine how best to allo-
cate their wedding budgets may 
find it far simpler to plan their big 
day. 

The Notch House at Lake Willoughby provides the back-
drop for scenes of wedded bliss for Sloane & Jonathan 
Pai from New York City. (Contributed Photo by K&E Pho-
tography)

Did You Know?
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 Engagement News
 Save the Date
 Attendants’ Gifts
 Thank-yous

3 Easy Online Steps when you go to:
LittletonCoin.com/CustomGifts

  Choose a coin or paper currency denomination

  Upload photo; dates or brief message optional     

 Check out

Please allow 14 business days for delivery.

B9S401   ©2025 LCC, Inc.

From proposal to happily ever after...

Only available on our website. 

Customize your wedding keepsakes 
with help from Littleton Coin!

Variables To Consider Before 
Picking A Wedding Date

After announcing their engagement, cou-
ples may need to get used to being asked 
if they have chosen a date to tie the knot. 

Friends and family members who are thrilled for the 
happy couple may want to know when the partner-
ship will become official, but choosing a date is not 
always so simple. 

A host of variables must be considered before 
couples pick a wedding date. Though the choice of 
date is ultimately a couple’s decision to make, con-
sideration of the following variables can help en-
gaged individuals make the most informed choice. 

• Season: Time of year is an important consid-
eration when picking a wedding date. Summer was 
once the season-of-choice when tying the knot, but 
data from the online wedding resource The Knot in-
dicates that has changed a little in recent years. The 
most popular day to get married in 2024 was Satur-
day, September 21, which the experts at The Knot 
note reflects a notable shift in couples’ preferences 
that began in 2015. Since then, fall has been the 
most popular season to tie the knot. Moderate tem-
peratures and less rainfall likely contribute to that 
popularity. Before picking a date, couples can con-
sider which time of year they prefer to get married. 

• Convenience: The convenience of a particular 
date won’t be the same for everyone, but couples 
may want to consider a date or season that is amena-
ble to as many bridal party members and guests as 
possible. Couples planning to invite children to the 
wedding may learn from parents that fall, winter 
and spring are tough times of year due to young-
sters’ hectic school and activities schedules. Sum-
mer may be more convenient, but it’s also likely 
that some guests with preexisting vacation plans 
may not make it if the date chosen coincides with 
their trips. There’s no way to accommodate every-
one, and couples should make their own preferences 
their top priority. But those with no such preference 
may want to look for a time of year when traveling 
to and from the wedding is convenient for as many 
guests as possible. 

• Holidays: Holidays are another variable to con-
sider. Travel and accommodations tend to be more 
expensive on holiday weekends, and roadways also 
can be crowded during three-day weekends. In ad-
dition, many people look forward to their own tra-
ditions during the holiday season and other notable 
events, such as July Fourth and Labor Day. Before 
choosing a wedding date that coincides with a hol-

Katie & Ryan 
Canole, a cou-
ple from Massa-
chusetts, made 
Burke Mountain 
their wedding 
spot on Aug. 17, 
2024. (Contribut-
ed Photo by K&E 
Photography) continues on 7  
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info allaroundrental.com

802-748-7841
allaroundrental.com

Route 5 North, St. Johnsbury, VT

OPEN: Monday-Friday -  Saturday 
8-  •

A Great Reception Begins 
With The Perfect Tent!

We will work with you to choose exactly the 
right supplies for your wedding.

Tents • Tables • Chairs • Grills • Party Supplies 

ASK ABOUT OUR COMPLETE TENT PACKAGES!

iday, it might be a good idea to get some feedback 
from bridal party members and other trusted con-
fidantes. 

• Local event schedule: It’s common for cou-
ples to inquire about other events a wedding venue 
may be hosting when shopping for ceremony and 
reception sites. But it can be equally important to 
consider events inn the area where you plan to get 
married on and around the days you’re considering. 
For example, tying the knot on the same weekend 

as the Super Bowl in the city where the event is 
taking place may not be wise, as hotel availability 
will likely be limited and room rates may be much 
higher than normal. Even more localized events 
like harvest festivals may affect the availability of 
accommodations, so this important variable merits 
consideration. 

These are just a handful of variables couples 
should consider before choosing a date to tie the 
knot.  
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Perfect for: 
Wedding Receptions 

Bridal Showers 
Jack & Jill Parties 

Rehearsal Dinners 
& planning ahead for. .. Baby Showers 

Please call for Menu & Booking Information 

St. Johnsbury Elks Lodge 
118 Western Ave. • St. Johnsbury, VT 05819 

802.748.3785 

After “I Do” comes forever...let us create your happily ever after!

Gift Certificates

offos me” coor “I DetfftA our he ytaers ct ue...lrveeor r!etfftr aevy eilppaour h

omc.sonishafroiretnisliatde
4447.444.360

H, Nntoeltti, L.tin Sa6 M01

steacifittire CtifftG

A Wedding Day 
                   Timeline
Married couples often advise loved ones 

who are engaged that they should make 
time to enjoy their wedding days in the 

moment, noting that the day has a tendency to fly by. 
The pace of a couple’s wedding day can seem so fast 
because the hours leading up to the ceremony and 
reception are typically filled with activities to ensure 
couples and bridal parties look their best. 

Wedding ceremonies begin at different times de-
pending on variables such as couples’ preference, 
ceremony site and even the time of year the wed-
ding is taking place. The following timeline, which 
is based on a summer wedding with a 5 p.m. cere-
mony, can serve as a guideline for couples as they 
map out their own big day. 

10 a.m.-2 p.m.: Begin getting ready. Grooms 
and groomsmen typically do not require the same 
level of attention and amount of prep time as brides 
and their bridesmaids, so they likely won’t need 
to start at 10 in the morning. But brides and their 
bridesmaids will need ample time to do their hair 
and makeup, and it may be necessary to begin by 10 
a.m. Depending on the size of the bridal party, the 
hair and makeup session may last to 2 p.m. Grooms 
and groomsmen can decide when to start getting 
ready within this four-hour window. If a groom and 

his groomsmen will get a hot shave at a local bar-
bershop or hairstylist, schedule the shave so there’s 
enough time to return to the hotel to get dressed, 
as it’s not advisable to get a shave when already 
dressed in a tuxedo. 

2 p.m.: Once everyone’s hair and makeup is 
done, a bride can begin to get in her dress. Be sure 
the photographer is aware of this timeline, as many 
prefer to document the bride revealing how she 
looks in her dress. 

3 p.m.: Couples who want to do what’s called a 
“First Look” can do so at 3 p.m. for a 5 p.m. Couples 
choose to do a first look for a number of reasons, 
but it involves the happy couple seeing each other 
in their tuxedo and gown prior to the ceremony. 
One reason to do a first look is to take photographs 
with bridal party members prior to the start of the 
wedding. Doing so ensures the newlyweds will get 
to spend more time with their guests, particularly 
during cocktail hour. A pre-wedding photoshoot 
also can ensure couples have ample natural lighting 
for their photos should they choose to take some 
outdoors. 

3:15 p.m.-4:30 p.m.: A first look won’t take very 
long, which leaves ample time for photos of the hap-

 continues on 9  
Katie & Ryan Canole, a couple from Massachusetts, made Burke Mountain their wed-
ding spot on Aug. 17, 2024. (Contributed Photo by K&E Photography)
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&White Mountain

ChaletCaterers
161 East Milan Rd., Berlin, NH 03570
Custom Food for any Occasion

Use our beautiful banquet facility with seating for 350
or catering at any location of your choice.

Very reasonable meal prices proudly listed on our website...

www.chaletcaterers.com

Contact our event planner Ruthanne at
chaletruthie@gmail.com or call 603-752-5517 

anytime and the owner will answer the phone.

      

• Owner Chef  Cordon Bleu graduate 
• Owner/Chef  for 37 years
• Over 4000 Special Events Successfully Catered
• Custom food for any occasion from 50 to 5000 guests.
• View our menus and prices at: www.chaletcaterers.com
• Experienced, uniformed, attentive waitstaff  with all events.
• Fully air conditioned
• Huge Dance Floor
• Final menu and guest count not needed until the week of  the

event.
• Call today for a free consultation with owner Chef  and

wedding coordinator
• Facility includes all china, stemware, silverware, chair covers,

linens, bartenders (with liquor liability insurance), inside and
outside ceremony area along our brook. (We usually can get
you in a day or two early to decorate any way YOU like! We
set up and clean up!)

We cater all events including weddings, holiday 
parties, after funeral meals, anniversary celebrations,

birthday parties at any location you select.
China and Silverware rental available.

• Chef  Cordon Bleu graduate 
• Chef  for 38 years
• Over 4000 Special Events Successfully Catered
• Custom food for any occasion from 50 to 5000 guests.
• View our menus and prices at: www.chaletcaterers.com
• Experienced, uniformed, attentive waitstaff  with all events.
• Fully air conditioned
• Huge Dance Floor
• Final menu and guest count not needed until the week of  the

event.
• Call today for a free consultation with Chef  and wedding

coordinator
• Facility includes all china, stemware, silverware, chair covers,

linens, bartenders (with liquor liability insurance), inside and
outside ceremony area along our brook. (We usually can get
you in a day or two early to decorate any way YOU like! We
set up and clean up!)

We cater all events including weddings, holiday 
parties, after funeral meals, anniversary celebrations,

birthday parties at any location you select.
China and Silverware rental available.

BBooookkiinngg  nnooww  ffoorr  22002255--22002266

Mohawk Falls beautiful post and beam pavilion 
accommodates up to 200 guests with stunning

grounds for ceremonies, cocktail hour and photos.
Our pond, water side gazebo, carefully tended 

gardens and waterfall makes this a unique venue
with endless photo opportunities.

603-237-1898 ¤ events@mohawkfalls.com
WWW.MOHAWKFALLS.COM

and Labonville Photo 

The Sewing 
Basket

“A Professional Sewing Service”

325 N. Main St., Barre
802-476-8389

Alterations and Tailoring
Bridal and Special Events

Tuxedo Rentals
Dry Cleaning

sewingbasketvt.com

py couple and their bridal party. Sixty to 75 minutes should be plenty 
of time for a photographer to get all the shots couples requested. It 
helps to submit a list of desired photos (i.e., couple with full bridal 
party, couple with all four parents, etc.) prior to the wedding day, and 
some photographers even insist on doing so to ensure they don’t miss 
anything. 

4:30 p.m.: Rest and some last-minute preparation and sprucing up 
can take up the final 30 minutes before the ceremony begins. 

5 p.m.: Ceremony begins. 
5:30-6:30 p.m.: The hour right after the ceremony can be designat-

ed as cocktail hour. Couples also can use this time to take additional 
photos with family and others that might not have been taken during 
the initial photoshoot. This window also serves as a good time to sign 
the official documents confirming the couple’s nuptials, particularly 

if a hired officiant will be taking that paperwork and filing it with the 
appropriate government office. 

6:30-10 p.m.: The reception, featuring bridal party member and 
couple introductions, can commence at 6:30. The choice of when to 
perform father-daughter and mother-son dances is up to the couple 
and their parents, but such traditions are generally reserved for early 
in the reception so every guest is still around to witness these special 
moments.  

How To Create A Backup Plan For An Outdoor Wedding
A wedding day is a magical and memorable day for a couple 

and their family members. Months or even years of planning 
may go into making a wedding day special.  

For some, an outdoor wedding and celebration amid the beauty of 
nature is the ultimate setting in which to tie the knot. When Mother 
Nature is your decorator, the setting can be hard to match. Perhaps 
that’s why 62 percent of couples opted for outdoor nuptials in 2023, 
according to The Knot 2023 Real Weddings Survey. However, there 
may be some extra work involved when exchanging vows outdoors, 
hosting a reception outside or both. 

That work includes having a contingency plan in place if the weath-
er does not cooperate. Here’s what couples should know about having 
a backup plan for their outdoor weddings. 

– Identify a second location. Couples who book outdoor receptions 
at catering halls can inquire how they handle inclement weather. Many 
will have a clause built into the agreement to move the party indoors in 
the event of bad weather. Others may enable the wedding to move to a 
different space for an added fee. Smaller, less formal weddings taking 
place at other locations may require a bit of ingenuity when looking for 
a backup space. Perhaps a friend has a large house where everyone can 
gather, or an employer may have a warehouse, loft or even a barn that 
can be transformed into unique venues at the last minute? 

– Choose outdoor spaces with covered areas. The wish might be to 
have blue skies overhead, but it’s impossible to control the weather. So 
it’s safe to select outdoor spaces that offer a measure of weather pro-
tection, such as a pavillion in a park or a covered deck at a beachside 
locale. Such sites offer a little security without detracting from the am-
biance. 

– Look into a tent rental. A tent is a great investment because it keeps 
everyone out of the elements rain or shine. Even on a lovely summer 
day, the blazing sun can make being outdoors uncomfortable. A tent is 
the solution. Couples should coordinate with a wedding planner or the 
venue itself to be sure that a tent is allowed on the grounds. 

– Think about event insurance. Special event insurance may protect 
against financial loss in the event that severe weather throws a wrench 
into outdoor wedding plans. Poor weather may make moving around 
the venue treacherous and might force a postponement. Liability and 
cancellation protection in an insurance policy helps couples avoid fi-
nancial hardship. 

– Hire a wedding planner. The Knot suggests hiring a wedding plan-
ner or coordinator who can pivot to plan B in the event of bad weather. 
This helps take some of the stress off of the couple so they can enjoy 
the day. – Plan wardrobe and hair/makeup accordingly. Brides and 
bridesmaids can choose fabrics for dresses that will be comfortable and 
not become blown around or see-through due to rain and wind. The 
wedding party can ask hair stylists to create a wedding hairstyle that 
is somewhat weatherproof. Experienced makeup artists likely know 
some tricks to keep makeup looking flawless even when the weather 
isn’t. Outdoor weddings can be beautiful events, but it is important to 
have a backup plan in place in case weather doesn’t cooperate.  

Vasiliki Anemikos & Alex Menard, residents of Texas but 
originally from Vermont, made Lake Willoughby and the 
Little Farm at Willoughby the place for their wedding 
ceremony on June 8, 2024. (Contributed Photo by K&E 
Photography)
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DESIGNATED VERMONT STATE CRAFT CENTER
Visit us: -Saturday 10:30-5:30

430 Railroad Street, St. Johnsbury, Vermont 
802-748-0158 • www.nekartisansguild.com

Sanderson’s
WoodEn BoWlS

EAST BuRKE, VT

Sanderson’s Woodturning
Sam & Weeza Sanderson

2902 VT Rte. 114
East Burke, VT 05832

802-626-9622 • www.vtbowls.com
ComE ViSiT ouR ShoWRoom!

Hand Turned Wooden Bowls and Pens

Orleans Country Club
We’re the perfect spot for your

wedding shower, rehearsal dinner
and wedding party golf outings.

802-754-2333
(Offseason: 802-754-2370)

orleanscountryclub@gmail.com
316 Country Club Lane, Orleans, VT 05860

603-747-3200

Tuxedo & Suit Rental & Sales
 Wedding Accessories 
Gifts • Bridal Registry

On Site Wedding & Party Planner

A Complete Professional & Personal Kitchen Store

Visit Our Tuxedo and Bridal Accessory Room

Although many decorative elements help 
to create ambiance for a wedding cele-
bration, perhaps none is more awe-in-

spiring than beautiful floral arrangements. Flow-
ers offer visual appeal, captivating aromas and 
texture that can make a space more welcoming. 

Engaged couples typically go to great lengths 
when planning their weddings, but flowers may 
not be as micromanaged as other elements. Some 
are content to let florists design their arrange-
ments, but the average cost of wedding flowers 
in 2023 was $2,800, according to The Knot Real 
Weddings Study. That price tag merits some input 
on the part of couples. Floral experts say couples 
should budget for floral arrangements coming 
in at 10 percent of the overall wedding budget, 
which is the industry standard. Therefore, for a 
$60,000 wedding a couple should assume their 
florals will cost $6,000. It’s important to note that 
the cost of wedding flowers has been steadily in-
creasing over the last few years due to inflation 
and climate change, says The Knot. So couples 
may need to be even more involved in floral deci-
sions to maximize their dollars spent. 

Here are some variables to consider when se-
lecting wedding flowers. 

– Greenery: Adding greenery to fill in spaces 
in floral arrangements can save some money. Cen-
terpieces and bouquets that are floral-heavy will 
certainly cost more. 

– Symbolism: Consider the meaning behind 
flowers to make choices even more personal. You 
also may want to select flowers that will com-
plement the theme of the wedding. For example, 
traditional spring blooms like tulips and daffodils 
will coordinate with spring weddings. 

– Flower varieties: Hardier varieties of flow-
ers, such as daisies, mums, carnations, and protea, 
are less likely to wilt quickly in bouquets or cen-
terpieces than some other blooms, even when they 
are cut. Such blooms can hold up in any weather 
and last the entire day so that arrangements will be 
picture-perfect no matter the hour. 

– Venue: Couples may find that some venues 
already have faux flowers or other decor. That 

may mean couples do not need to have as many 
flowers or any elaborate arrangements. 

– Size: A particularly large floral centerpiece 
can overwhelm a table, and a bouquet that is over-
ly cumbersome may detract from the bride or her 
bridesmaids. Choose the correct scale for comfort 
in bouquets. For table arrangements, select a size 
that will not discourage conversation or block 
guests’ view, nor take up too much real estate on 
the table. 

– Allergies: Although they are cut, flowers in 
arrangements can trigger allergic responses in 
some people. Others may be bothered by overly 
aromatic flowers. Work with the florist to find 
blooms that will be best. 

– Color scheme: Although white flowers al-
ways coordinate, many couples like some color in 
their arrangements. Be sure the flowers pick up 
the hues used in bridesmaid dresses or even the 
season of the year. Couples should take an active 
role in deciding what to include in floral pieces for 
their weddings. 

Consider Your Wedding Flowers 
Carefully

Wedding receptions are the culmination of a lot of planning. Though there may 
not be any insignificant decisions when planning the post-ceremony party, 
some choices will loom larger than others, including which foods will be 

served. 
When planning a wedding reception, couples can choose a venue that provides the food, 

such as a traditional reception center; otherwise, the reception may take place at an outdoor 
location or a venue that is not equipped to prepare and serve food. In the latter instances, 
couples will contract with an outside caterer. In both situations certain factors can help 
determine who to use for reception food services.   

Planning 
A traditional reception center/catering hall is likely a wise choice for couples who prefer 

simplicity in wedding day meal planning. These facilities are experts at addressing all of 
the components that go into a reception. Such venues offer access to a cocktail area and 
banquet room, and the facility likely has a staff of chefs at the ready to dish up meals. While 
many reception centers offer restaurant-quality offerings, scouting venues and sampling 
dishes will provide an idea of how foods taste and help couples narrow down  their choices.  

Preferences 
Some receptions are multi-course events starting from the moment guests arrive and 

snack on hors d’oeuvres to the dessert display served as a final course. Others are low-key 
and may not have full sit-down service. If you prefer a cocktail atmosphere only, certain 
venues may make more sense than others. Identifying how much food to have and the type 
of service desired can help pinpoint caterers to interview.  

Chef access 
Having a specific chef or cuisine in mind may require 

separating the food from a venue. Reception centers 
likely will not allow couples to bring in their own food. 
Therefore, you will have to find a venue where outside 
food is possible. Then you can work with a favorite chef 
for catering services.  

Location 
Some couples prefer to combine their ceremony and 

reception at one spot. This may be at a beachside loca-
tion or in a converted country barn. If this seems like a 
scenario you are considering, then the venue will take 
priority and you’ll have to find an outside caterer to ser-
vice the wedding.  

Allergies 
Food allergies and intolerances are on the minds of 

many nowadays. It is important to be mindful of food 
restrictions when speaking with caterers. Take careful 
inventory of work-arounds so that every guest at the 
wedding can be enjoy a safe, delicious meal. The wed-
ding reception menu is an important variable for en-
gaged couples to consider. A host of factors may come 
into consideration as couples try to determine how to 
feed their guests come their wedding day.  

How To Manage The Menu  
At Your Wedding Reception
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The Tempson Barn at Town Farm –
Lyndonville, Vermont

Host life’s most important moments at The Tempson Barn
in Vermont. Whether you are planning a birthday

celebration, family reunion, wedding or holiday party,
The Tempson Barn is the perfect location for your

friends, family and colleagues to gather.

www.tempsonbarn.com

Can’t-Miss Photos For Your Wedding
Couples who hire a professional photographer to capture their 

weddings may end up with anywhere from 400 to 600 imag-
es, with some photographers promising even more. Although 

it is likely that a wide array of shots will be taken, couples who do not 
want to leave things up to chance should sit down with their photo 
professionals and discuss the key shots they want to capture. 

Once the big day has passed, there will be no opportunity to go back 
and arrange missed shots. This list of must-have photos can ensure that 
the wedding album has all the shots couples desire.  
Before the ceremony 
– Wedding day outfits hanging in the wardrobe or placed over a chair
– Wedding invitation surrounded by bouquets
– Wedding rings side by side
– Outfit accessories, such as shoes, jewelry, a veil, and cuff links
– Bride and bridesmaids getting hair and makeup done 
– Groom and groomsmen laughing and having fun
– Bride getting zipped up into her dress  
At the ceremony
– Guests entering the ceremony site
– Ushers escorting guests to their seats
– Close-ups of the couple separately waiting to see their soon-to-be 

spouse
– Cute kids participating in the ceremony coming down the aisle
– Parents of the couple coming down the aisle or seated prominently 

awaiting the start of the ceremony
– Shots of all members of the wedding party
– Guests of honor, such as grandparents
– Partner coming down the aisle and the partner’s reaction 
– Exchange of rings
– First kiss
– A wide shot of the guests at the ceremony
– Signing the marriage certificate
– The processional with the newly hitched couple beaming
– Couple in the limo backseat  
Portraits
– Couple with bridesmaids and groomsmen
– Bride and maid/matron of honor
– Groom and best man
– Couple with each set of parents and siblings
– Couple with close family members  

At the reception
– Couple’s first entrance
– Special signage, decorations or photos of the scenery
– Wedding cake details
– Toasts and speeches from key people
– First dance as a couple
– Father/daughter, mother/son dances, if applicable
– Couple mingling with guests
– Guests dancing and having fun
– Shots of the musicians or any special entertainers
– The cake cutting
– The couple’s grand exit and wave goodbye 

These are some of the customary images that couples will want 
to request. Photographers likely will cover most of them without 
prompting, but couples should be sure to point out any special 
photographs they’d like captured throughout the day. 

The Notch House 
at Lake Willoughby 
provides the back-
drop for scenes of 
wedded bliss for 
Sloane & Jonathan 
Pai from New York 
City. (Contributed 
Photo by K&E Pho-
tography)
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