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local State Rep. Appointed To Governor’s COVID-19 Advisory Board

BY ROBERT BLECHL
Staff Writer

A local lawmaker has been appointed to serve
on the new bipartisan legislative advisory board
within the Governor’s Office for Emergency Re-
lief and Recovery that will be tasked with deciding
how to spend the $1.25 billion in COVID-19 relief
money slated for New Hampshire and with over-
seeing the investment.

On Friday, state Rep. Erin Hennessey, R-Little-
ton, was called by Gov. Chris Sununu to fill the
board seat of state Rep. Ken Weyler, R-Kingston,
who is recovering from an illness.

Hennessey will be among eight lawmakers on
the board, two Democrats and two Republicans
from each legislative branch, the New Hampshire
House of Representatives and the New Hampshire
Senate, making for a total of four Republicans and
four Democrats.

Although her Grafton-1 House district encom-
passes two towns, Littleton and Bethlehem, her
district serving on GOFERR will cover the entire
state north of Concord, making for many stake-
holders, from towns and counties to businesses and
nonprofits, that she will be communicating with to
assess their needs both during the coronavirus pan-
demic and afterward, during the recovery.

“I was honored to get the call from the governor
appointing me to the position and am excited to
work for what will be half the state of New Hamp-
shire,” she said.

While specifics on how the money can be spent
are not yet available, Hennessey said the board is
being proactive to assess where the needs are.

“We had our first meeting yesterday on how
we are going to do this and who we want to hear
from,” she said Tuesday.

That meeting included Gerald Little, commis-

sioner of the New Hampshire Banking Depart-
ment, who Hennessey said will be in charge of
coordinating the investment.

“Right now, we will meet Monday, Wednesday
and Friday, phone meetings for now, and then we
may start meeting daily depending on how much
information comes in and how many people we
want to hear from,” she said.

In addition to a current lack of details from the
federal government on how the state can spend
the money, Hennessey said it’s not yet determined
if New Hampshire will have to put up matching
money to receive the federal money.

“We still want to move ahead before we know
how we can spend it and see where the needs are,”
she said. “There are no specific details yet, but we
are going to hear from municipalities, and all mu-
nicipalities have been told to keep track of all their
COVID-19 spending.”

Some are setting up separate accounts for
COVID expenses.

“All of us on the advisory board will go back
to our constituents at all different levels, the busi-
nesses and nonprofits and municipalities, to find
out what their needs are and what is happening,”
said Hennessey.

Under the rules, the money must be spent in the
2020 calendar year, before the end of December,
meaning GOFERR and the state have about eight
months to get the funds out the door, she said.

On Monday, remotely via the Zoom video con-
ferencing platform, Hennessey joined the Littleton
Chamber of Commerce for a coffee and conversa-
tion meeting that included representatives from the
Littleton Area Senior Center and United Way, both
speaking of their needs.

“I plan on doing things like that so I can hear
from all businesses and community members,”
said Hennessey.

If any constituent north of Concord needs to

ERIN TAPPER Y
Hennesse

Grafton-1 House Rep. Erin Hennessey
campaigns outside the polling station in
Littleton, N.H., on Tuesday, Nov. 6, 2018.
(Photo by Paul Hayes)

contact her, Hennessey said they can do so through
her legislative email address, erin.hennessey@leg.
state.nh.us, or through their local state representa-
tive.

In the COVID recovery and relief process for
New Hampshire, Hennessey will serve in two roles
- as a GOFERR member and also as a member of
the Joint Legislative Fiscal Committee, which
approves any federal funds before they go before
New Hampshire Governor and Council.

Hennessey will keep the roles separate.

“Whatever comes before the fiscal committee,
Il deal with it there, and whatever comes before
the advisory board, I'll deal with it there,” she said.

Sununu established GOFERR on April 7.

In a statement, he said, “Unlike the 2009 stim-
ulus investment process that used the budget to
ensure legislative input, the urgency and timing of
this crisis does not allow for that course of action.
We are creating a bipartisan Legislative Advisory
Board within GOFERR to ensure transparency and
input to the process. It is important that this pro-
cess has as much accountability, transparency, and
integrity as possible, and I look forward to having
legislative leadership advise this critically import-
ant office.”

At the moment, though, GOFERR is the sub-
ject of a litigation after several leading Democrat-
ic lawmakers on Monday argued it violates the
state’s separation of powers. They filed a lawsuit in
Hillsborough Superior Court Northern District to
prevent Sununu from spending the $1.25 billion in
federal relief money without approval by the New
Hampshire Legislature.

Sununu argues he has the ultimate authority on
the expenditures under a 2002 New Hampshire
law, RSA 4:45, on emergency spending.

The Democratic lawmakers filing suit - state
Rep. Mary Jane Wallner, D-Concord; state Sen.
Lou D’Allesandro, D-Manchester; state Rep. and
Speaker of the House Stephen Shurtleff, D-Pena-
cook; and state Sen. and Senate President Donna
Soucy, D-Manchester - argue the Joint Legislative
Fiscal Committee must first approve the expendi-
ture of the federal money.

Under its setup by Sununu, GOFERR is tasked
with managing the accounting, auditing, legal, and
information technology requirements involved in
the investment to ensure transparency and account-
ability.

North Country: Rep. Sue Ford Announces Candidacy For Senate District-1

BY ROBERT BLECHL
Staff Writer

State Rep. Sue Ford, D-Easton, has announced
her candidacy for New Hampshire Senate Dis-
trict-1, which represents all of Coos County and
towns in northern Grafton County.

The retired teacher and school administrator who
is in her fourth term in the Grafton-3 House district,
which represents Bath, Benton, Easton, Landaff,
Orford, Piermont and Warren, is focused on a num-
ber of issues, at the top of which are creating suffi-
cient funding for the state’s rural communities and
developing educational opportunities for the region.

Ford is the current chair of the New Hampshire
House of Representatives’ Finance Committee Di-
vision II, responsible for developing House budgets
for the departments of education, safety, transporta-
tion and other state departments, and is a member of

L the House’s Children and Law Committee.

She said her work in examining the Department
of Education’s budget sparked her interest in run-
ning for Senate District-1.

“It’s clear that the current adequacy funding for
New Hampshire’s rural communities is not suf-
ficient,” Ford said in a statement issued Tuesday.
“There is a commission looking at state funding of
education, with a member from our area. However,
the commission will only make recommendations.
It will be the House and Senate that will need to im-
plement those recommendations.”

Ford said her more than 40 years serving as a
teacher, principal and central office administrator
gave her a background in education and experience
on the House Finance Committee that will help her
ask the right questions and support North Coun-
try schools by demanding adequate funding while
keeping local property taxes in check.

As a member of the House, Ford said she sup-
ported efforts to eliminate property tax downshifting

and ease the burden on local taxpayers.

She is also running to spur the economy in the
district.

“We need to develop economic opportunities
without sacrificing our natural environment,” said
Ford. “Cell and Internet service is spotty. Health
care costs are rising,”

Some of the issues will likely need to be ad-
dressed at the federal level, and Ford said she has
worked effectively with New Hampshire’s federal
delegation and will continue to do so.

To date, 71 New Hampshire representatives have

endorsed Ford for New Hampshire Senate.

The District-1 seat is currently held by state Sen.
David Starr, R-Franconia, who in November 2018
defeated former state Sen. Jeff Woodburn, D-White-
field, who had served three terms.

The Democratic primary election is scheduled for
Sept. 8 and the general election for Nov. 3.

Because of the COVID-19 shutdown, Ford said
it will not be possible to meet in person or in groups
until the virus subsides. She asks residents with
questions to contact her at sueford4nhsenatel@
gmail.com.

ago. (Photo by Paul Hayes)

ON THE COVER: Lory Grimes, right, gestures skyward during a musical perfor-
mance at the Faith Bible Church’s drive-in Easter service in Littleton on Sunday.
The service was designed to obey social distancing rules but allow churchgoers
the gather together for the first time since the COVID-19 pandemic struck a month
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DALTON: Casella Takes On Landfill Opponents In Defamation lawsmt

BY ROBERT BLECHL
Staff Writer

Taking on its opponents, Casella Waste Sys-
tems on Monday filed a defamation lawsuit
against a Dalton man and two citizen groups op-
posed to a 180-acre landfill beside Forest Lake
State Park in Dalton.

At Merrimack Superior Court, CWS filed suit
against Jon Swan, also known as Jon Alvarez,
the Forest Lake Association, and Save Forest
Lake for what the company argues are damages
“arising from Alvarez’s nearly year-long cam-
paign on behalf of himself and the officers and
participating members” of the Forest Lake Asso-
ciation and Save Forest Lake, who the company
calls “Doe Defendants 1-20” and whose identi-
ties “are not yet known to [Casella].”

The company argues the intent of the alleged
campaign is to “disparage [Casella’s] reputation
by publishing and disseminating throughout the
state of New Hampshire false statements of fact
about the plaintiff online, in print, and in per-
son.”

CWS, run by CEO John Casella, alleges the
intent of Swan/Alvarez and the co-defendants

“is to prevent [the company] from engaging in
business in New Hampshire altogether and from
developing landfill capacity in Dalton ... and
they have published a multitude of falsehoods
to accomplish that goal, all of which are defam-
atory statements for which the law makes defen-
dants liable.”

Casella also argues that Swan/Alvarez has
sought to interfere in the company’s “prospec-
tive economic advantage.”

In addition, the company alleges that many of
Swan’s/Alvarez’s statements have been directed
to state executive branch officials and lawmak-
ers in Concord “with the purpose of damaging
Casella’s reputation in state government.

Swan/Alvarez, argues Casella, made false
statements of fact and made statements “with the
intent and effect of lowering Casella’s esteem in
the community.”

After learning of the lawsuit on Tuesday,
Swan said, “I stand by everything I’ve done, and
when I have made error, I correct it. I try to make
sure everything I say is supported by fact and
data. I stand by what I’ve said.”

In the 16-page two-count defamation of char-
acter lawsuit, Casella asks the court to issue

How's the Co-op responding to COVID-19?
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an injunction against the defendants to prevent
them from “defaming” the company, issue an or-
der declaring that the defendants have defamed
the company with their words and conduct, and
award the company monetary damages for com-
pensation and reasonable attorney’s fees and
costs.

The lawsuit was filed by Casella attorneys
Bryan Gould and Cooley Arroyo, of the Cleve-
land, Waters and Bass law firm, who are two
of six lobbyists at the New Hampshire state-
house for Casella (another six lobbyists work
for Casella subsidiary North Country Environ-
mental Services), according to a recent check
of lobbyists registered with the New Hampshire
Secretary of State’s office.

In a statement about the lawsuit, the compa-
ny on Tuesday targeted Swan/Alvarez directly,
saying “Casella has witnessed Swan’s relentless
attacks and false statements. As a result, he has
damaged the reputation of Casella employees,
our ability to responsibly do business in New
Hampshire, and set a dangerous precedent for
civic involvement on critical issues.

“Enough is enough,” said company represen-
tatives. “We’re not a society, or a company, that

Polls Open 4/30 to 5/14/2020.
www.LittletonCoop.com/vote

b

7.25 oz * Organic

or Graham
- Crackers

2/$

32 0z * Local
Select Varieties

Gifford's
Ice Cream

Annie's Bunny |

turns the other way when we and others are per-
sonally and wrongfully attacked. Swan’s actions
over the past year have infringed upon the liveli-
hood and freedoms of the people of New Hamp-
shire and have taken the time and attention away
from civic leaders, residents, and others who are
attempting to make important, difficult decisions
based on fact.

“While the use of the courts is not preferable,
it is a necessary and just action considering Mr.
Swan’s attacks and false claims,” they said.

“We are hopeful that this action results in
Mr. Swan immediately ceasing any further false
statements about Casella and helps move dis-
cussion about the project in Dalton to a more
positive and productive track,” said company
representatives.

The company has not yet filed an application
for a landfill in Dalton.

The new lawsuit against opponents in Dalton
comes after previous lawsuits filed by Casella
against the town of Bethlehem that were part of
efforts to expand its landfill there that the com-
pany bought in the mid-1990s.

Recently, opposition to a new landfill in Dal-

See Casella, Page 15
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Cynthia Louise Griffin

Cynthia Louise Griffin, RN, 61, of Ber-
lin, N.H., passed away unexpectedly at
her home on Friday, April 10, 2020. She
was born in St. Johnsbury, Vt. on April 17,
1958 the daughter of Frederick and Ferne
(Arthur) Brown.
She was raised
in Monroe, N.H.
and graduated St.
Johnsbury Acade-
my class of 1976
and the Concord
Hospital ~ School
of Nursing. She
worked as a Reg-
istered Nurse for
many years at
Littleton Hospi-
tal, North Country Home Health and Coos
County Family Health Services. Cindy
was a member of Holy Family Parish in
Gorham, Catholic Daughters of America,
Pastoral Council at St. Kieran Church and
was a volunteer at Guardian Angel Thrift
Shop (formerly St. Vincent de Paul) and
the Marie Rivier Food Pantry.

She is survived by her husband Steven
Griffin of Berlin; son Nicholas Griffin
and fiancé Shelby Barney of Gorham; and
mother Ferne Young of Berlin formerly of
Monroe, N.H. She was predeceased by her
father Frederick Brown, step-father How-
ard Young, and a brother James Young.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be live-
streamed Wednesday, April 15, 2020 at
11 a.m. on the Good Shepherd and Holy
Family Parish Facebook page or online at
www.berlingorhamcatholics.org. Due to
the current restrictions on public gather-
ings, you are not able to attend in person
but are encouraged to watch the Mass on-
line.

Memories and messages of sympathy
may be shared with the family on Cindy’s
Tribute Wall available at www.bryant-
funeralhome.net. Donations in Cindy’s
memory may be made to the Conway Area
Humane Society, PO Box 260, Conway,
NH 03818 or online at www.conwayshel-
ter.org.

Arrangements are entrusted to the Bry-
ant Funeral Homes, Berlin and Gorham,
NH.

Cynthia Griffin

Ruth Marie Bjerre

Announced by the first thunderstorm of
the season, on March 29, 2020, Ruth Ma-
rie Bjerre left this earth bound for heaven.
She went out like a LION. She found her
voice!

Born Dec. 9, 1945, in Boston, Mass., to
Aage Soren and Ruth (Svenson) Bjerre,
together with brother Donald, Ruth thrived
on the beach of Savin Hill, Mass.

Ruth’s mother and father died when she
was 10 and 13 respectively. Her extended
family was her mother’s best friends and
their children.

Ruth attended Wellesley High School
(Class of ’63) which thankfully brought
her the love and sisterhood of Marilyn
(Lucas) Reed and her family. Graduating
from Cazenovia (N.Y.) Junior College,
“CAZ,” became one of the best things that
ever happened to Ruth.

With studies at Boston University, Con-
cord Hospital School of Nursing, and the
N.E. Deaconess Hospital in Boston, Ruth
became a Certified Dental Assistant and
Operating Room Technician. Working in
an office of three oral surgeons in Welles-
ley Hills, Mass., a small child looked up at
Ruth in her white scrubs and asked, “Are
you the Tooth Fairy?”

Years later, Ruth worked for Dr. Ron
Spaulding, DDS in St Johnsbury, Vt. With
her empathy and kindness, she made ap-
pointments easier for patients. For many
years since, Ron has brought his humor,
love and cookies!

A Rehabilitation Aide at Crotched Mtn,
Greenville, N.H., Ruth assisted with Adult
Daily Living Care and recuperating chil-
dren. It was here, she met, the of love of
her life...

Later, in St
Johnsbury, Vt.,
Ruth  was an
Aide at both the
Adams  School
and Portland
Street School
for multi-handi-
capped children.
A young student
gazed up at her ©
saying, “Mz Ber-
ry, you’re eyes
are as blue as blueberries!”

For over 20 years, Ruth, herself, was
an empathic Patient Caregiver. This pre-
ceded her needing much care over her last
30 years because of Parkinson’s Disease.
In her Danville, Vt. home and for the last
three and a half years, at the St. Johnsbury
Health and Rehab Center, several Earth
Angels surrounded Ruth. They made a
loving difference.

A resident of Waterford, St. Johnsbury
and Danville, Vt., Ruth maintained many
lasting friendships. Two of which were her
beloved Reverend Jack and Barb Timm.
Ruth was instrumental in their opening of
the Friendship House in Bethlehem, N.H.,
a substance use treatment and rehab center.

A Merry Heart and forever grate-
ful, Ruth also had “The Look.” She was
plucky! Proud of her Danish/Swedish heri-
tage, with her beautiful hair often in Swed-
ish braids, Ruth saw a long life through
those startling blue eyes.

With her lifetime love of the ocean,
The Anchorage By The Sea in Ogunquit,
Maine became her Heaven-on-Earth. Ruth
also had a huge sea of friends! She loved
all cats and some lucky dogs, the color
blue, matching clothes, writing and receiv-

Ruth Bjerre

ing cards, The Shaw Brothers, hymn sings
and little things, winning at SCRABBLE
and endless shopping — buying gifts for
everyone. A good (or bad) joke — enter
her longtime friends, crazy Jonathan and
sweet Kirk, Symphony milk chocolate
bars, Sour Patch Kids and Pepperidge
Farm cookies... these were a few of her
favorite things.

Ruth was a member of the Danville
Congregational church. A faithful servant
of God, Ruth never wavered in her faith.
Facing Parkinson’s Disease like a Scan-
dinavian Viking, she adjusted her sails
and bravely navigated its rough waters —
telling an irreverent Parkinson’s joke just
three weeks before she died with it.

Surviving Ruth is her brother, Don-
ald Soren Bjerre of Mattapoisett, Mass.,
nephew Erik Bjerre and family, and niece,
Krista-Lee Bjerre Nye. Ruth’s second fam-
ilies include David Glod, Jane Parant, Judy
Bourgeois, David Anderson and all of their
family members.

Ruth is predeceased by her loving par-
ents, her Auntie Amelia and Stanley Glod,
Auntie Evelyn, “Chet” and Phillip Ander-
son, and her beloved sister-in-law, Mae
Bjerre, “Poppe”, her Norwegian forest cat,
and “Little Bear” — her collie/shepherd.

Despite this heartbreaking time of C-19
isolation, Ruth was not alone at sea. Out-
side her window, LOVE signs were plant-
ed. A stream of friends sang, prayed and
danced. Ruth died surrounded by much
sweetness, love, care and prayer by care-
givers Amber, Sandy, Gus and God. Ruth’s
longtime companion bear, “Gus,” is now
entrusted to her longtime friend, Jody
Blaney.

A funeral service and hymn sing will
be held at a later date at the Danville Con-
gregational Church. An engraved paver
placed in the Memory Garden at the Wa-
terford Congregational Church in Ruth’s
honor will read: RUTH MARIE BJERRE,
A GRATEFUL HEART 1945 —2020

As in her favorite Shaw Brothers’ song,
now Ruth knows, “What It Feels Like To
Be Free.”

Donations in Ruth’s memory made be
made to: NEK Council on Aging (the Pet
Program) 481 Summer St., Suite 101, St.
Johnsbury, VT 05810; Kingdom Com-
munity Services (Food Shelf), PO Box
735, St. Johnsbury, VT 05819; Kingdom
Animal Shelter, 1161 Portland Street, St.
Johnsbury, VT 05819.

Memories and condolences may be
shared at www.saylesfh.com.

Kenneth MacKay

A Celebration of Life service planned
for Kenneth MacKay, who died Feb. 5,
2020, has been postponed to July 11, 2020.
It will at the St. Rose of Lima Church, 77
Clay St., Littleton, N.H. at 11 a.m. A recep-
tion will follow at the Elks Lodge immedi-
ately after the mass.
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News Briefs

Town To Ease Virus’ Impact
On Taxpayers, Businesses

LITTLETON — In early March, town meet-
ing voters approved a number of warrant arti-
cles, from road projects to vehicle leases, and
repairing dams and retaining walls.

Less than two weeks later, the North Country
became a different world.

While the COVID-19 shutdown will ease and
people will return to work, the economic impact
and some job losses will remain into the future.

Exactly how long is anyone’s guess.

To help out the many residents and business
owners who will be struggling in the meantime,
selectmen are looking at delaying projects that
can be delayed for a savings that, while too late
to appear on the June property tax bill, will ap-
pear on the second tax bill of the year issued in
December.

“We are taking a deep dive into our budget to
give the taxpayers the confidence that we are se-
riously looking out for their best interests,” Car-
rie Gendreau, chair of the Board of Selectmen,
said Friday. “We are really cutting and shaving
and we want the taxpayers to know that we do
care and their tax impact is of utmost concern ...
We can put off projects if we have to.”

Selectmen are also encouraging the Littleton
School Board to look at reductions in the school
district budget, which makes up two-thirds of
the total town-school budget, she said.

Although there is federal financial assistance
available to nearly every individual and busi-
ness, it might not be enough to fully lift them
out of financial struggles, said Town Manager
Andrew Dorsett.

“There will likely be negative impacts to the
community economically,” he said. “In talking
with the board, we wanted to be proactive. We
want the public to know that taxes have to be
due and they have to be paid, but we want to find
a way to lessen the impact.”

Any project or planned expenditure that can
be delayed and not hamstring the town is on the
table, said Dorsett.

As of Friday, the town has already taken some
action that includes some employee layoffs and
hourly reductions, hiring freezes in certain areas,
reduced or eliminated budget items, and elimi-
nated staff travel expenses, all of which would
equate to a savings of $60,000 to $120,000, he
said.

The town has identified another $500,000 to
$650,000 savings through the delay or cancella-
tion of certain projects, mostly road and paving
projects, as well as some dam and retaining wall
projects that had been scheduled.

“We are willing to set aside the $500,000 pav-
ing project,” said Gendreau.

The town is also seeing if the Dells Dam that
is a red-listed dam in need of a $20,000 upgrade
to get it up to state standards can be delayed an-
other year, said Dorsett.

A highway department backhoe that had been
scheduled for a trade-in this year still functions
and can function for another year, meaning the
town can keep it for a while, equating to a signif-
icant savings, he said.

At the Littleton Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment, many programs have been canceled and
the staff to facilitate them were not brought on,
equating to savings in that department.

“We are trying to identify things in each de-
partment budget that might not have to be done
this year,” said Dorsett. “If there is a paving
project and the road won’t collapse, we can put
that off. If we’re in the process of upgrading
some system that can be delayed, we will delay
it. Right now, we are going through to see what
we can freeze, limit, or remove.”

This week, he sent an email to town depart-
ment heads asking them to look at their budgets
for potential reductions and proactively limit fi-
nancial impacts to taxpayers.

“Please review your budget and find areas
where a project or expense could be cut or de-
layed for this year,” he instructed the department
heads.

Department heads are also to list anything that
has already been suspended stemming from the
virus.

In addition to cost reductions and project
cancellations, many town department activities
have already been impacted and the ways ser-
vices are provided have changed, said Dorsett.

At the same time, the town, under law, must
provide the services at the police, fire, highway,
transfer station and other departments and it will
seek ways to provide them, he said.

Cross-training among municipal employees is
one measure that is taking place, so if a trans-
fer station employee, for instance, falls ill and
is out, someone at the highway department or
parks and recreation department can fill in.

“We are trying to do that as much as we can,”
said Dorsett.

Municipal employees are talented and dedi-
cated and understand the impact of the current
situation, he said.

Gendreau and Dorsett said Littleton will
bounce back strongly and the town government
wants its taxpayers and businesses to be resilient
at the restart of the economy.

“When the restart happens, we will be in a
great position to welcome people back to Little-
ton for recreation, business and the great quality
of life,” said Dorsett.

After Concerns, Town Officials
Call Off Mill Street Project

LITTLETON — Although town officials had
been hoping to complete another project in the
river district this spring, they called it off.

During Monday’s Board of Selectmen’s meet-
ing, they announced a less invasive plan to keep
the sewer lines from future clogs in the area of
Mill Street.

In March, business owners voiced concerns
about the disruption from construction, includ-
ing Jim Alden, owner of Chutters candy store,
who said the street is used for store deliveries
and the work that would take place during the
time of the coronavirus and its negative econom-
ic impacts would hurt all the more his businesses
and others in the area.

For several years, the town has been planning
to upgrade the sewer and storm water lines un-
der Mill Street.

The plan, as advanced, settled on a project
that would see Mill Street closed during the
workdays and a three-week schedule extended
to six weeks after the project scope was given
a closer look.

After the concerns, town officials looked
deeper into the project, including what Little-
ton Town Manager Andrew Dorsett said were
weighing its objectives with the negative im-
pacts.

“It doesn’t make sense to have all that disrup-
tion from that work,” said Littleton Department
of Public Works Director Doug Damko.

“After reviewing it, Doug found this is a proj-
ect that can be called off,” said Dorsett.

The Mill Street construction that had initially
been set to begin this month and continue into
May falls under the town’s larger Sub-Area 5
sewer and storm water management project ap-
proved by town meeting voters in 2017.

Sub-area 5 construction began in 2018.

The larger project initially included Mill
Street, which was later removed because of con-
straints on the budget.

In late 2019, the work on the town’s Sub-Area
5 was completed, with $140,000 remaining from
a cost savings that town officials at the time said
could be used to complete the Mill Street work
as initially planned.

The Mill Street project, as originally envi-

sioned, involves replacing the existing sewer
main, extending a new storm drain line, and in-
stalling new catch basins. Planned for the south
side of the street was new granite curbing, and
planned for the entire width of the road, new as-
phalt.

With the concerns raised by Mill Street prop-
erty owners and selectmen last month, Dorsett
said he and Damko tried to find out if the work
could be done at night and if the the state funding
portion of it could be extended into the future.

Both answers were no.

The area includes a number of businesses, in-
cluding the largest, Schilling Beer Co., as well
as businesses and residences in the Tilton Opera
Block.

Fortunately, although the sewer pipes have
some sags that could easily become clogged
with debris building up and result in backups to
businesses, the pipes themselves are in adequate
condition, said Damko.

The initial project sought to separate all storm
water lines from sewer lines.

Currently, there is a catch basin near the Til-
ton Block that connects the storm water line to
the sewer system.

That setup, while not ideal, would help elimi-
nate some sags and debris in the sewer line, said
Damko.

“Having some extra storm water to flush it out
might be helpful,” he said.

See News Briefs, Page 8
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BY PAUL HAYES
Staff Writer

LITTLETON — The Upstage Players have joined the COVID-19
fight.

Their weapons? Needles and thread.

When the pandemic postponed their spring production of Urine-
town: The Musical, the community theatre group improvised a new
role, and began to make personal protective equipment (PPE) in its
costume shop.

In three weeks they have produced nearly 500 masks and dozens
of gowns for front-line medical workers in the North Country.

The effort has given purpose to a group of about 25 volunteers.

“They have been so happy to do something where they feel like
they’re helping,” said Upstage Players artistic director Andrew Lid-
estri.

Across the country grassroots groups have been sewing non-sur-
gical masks and gowns to address a PPE shortage at American hos-
pitals, and other essential workplaces, during the coronavirus crisis.

Clothing company Burgeon Outdoor in Lincoln has made and
distributed nearly 2,000 masks to various local medical, first re-
sponder and community agencies.

Opened in November, the company slammed the brakes on pro-
duction of jackets, fleeces and T-shirts in order to assist with the
COVID-19 response.

They took existing items in their inventory (cotton for bandanas,
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elastic from crew neck shirts) and followed
a pattern from Deaconness Hospital in Spo-
kane, Wash.

“Three weeks ago our employees
brought it to my attention. They said there’s
this mass shortage we think we can help
with,” said Burgeon founder Rudy Glocker.
“That was on Saturday afternoon. By Mon-
day we had shifted all of our production to
making reusable masks.”

Through their efforts, The Upstage Play-
ers and Burgeon Outdoor have made a dif-
ference.

Both have donated PPE to Ammonoo-
suc Community Health Services in Little-
ton, which serves 10,000 patients through
locations in Littleton, Franconia, Warren,
Whitefield and Woodsville.

ACHS has distributed the cloth masks to
staff and patients.

Staff wear them for day-to-day use, al-
lowing ACHS to conserve higher-level
NO5 respirator masks for direct COVID-19
testing and treatment, and patients take the
masks home, providing them with face cov-
er, a CDC-recommended approach to slow
the virus’ spread.

“It’s really helped the community at
large,” said CEO Ed Shanshala about the
PPE donations. “We’re thrilled that both
organizations reached out to us.”

The Upstage Players were well into re-
hearsals for Urinetown when the outbreak
hit.

Rules and regulations to protect the public health (social distanc-
ing, gathering limits, etc.) forced the production to shut down.

ocus In PP

Upstage Players artistic director An-
drew Lidestri wears one of the cotton
face masks made by the Litteton-based
community theater group. Their grass
roots effort has produced nearly 500
masks and dozens of gowns for local
healthcare workers at Ammonoosuc
Community Health Services, Littleton
Regional Healthcare and Weeks Hos-
pital. (Courtesy Photo)

That’s when Upstage Players Board President Courtney Vashaw

roduction

spoke with her brother, Riley, an emergen-
cy room nurse and pandemic response team
member at Littleton Regional Healthcare.

“T asked, ‘Are you guys really in need of
supplies?” and he said “Yes, we could really
use PPE,’” she said.

Within minutes she saw similar messag-
es posted on Facebook by representative
from Weeks Hospital and ACHS.

“I was like, oh my God, this is an actu-
al, real emergent need right now,” she said.
“So I reached out to Andrew [Lidestri].”

“I knew our season was blown at that
point. Normally we’d be building hundreds
of costumes right then. I said we know all
of those amazingly talented people who
sew. Can they help with this.”

The answer? An emphatic yes.

Lidestri and costume designer Sage
Couture went to work creating patterns for
masks and gowns. They worked closely
with medical staff at ACHS, to ensure the
final products were as safe and functional
as possible.

They designed masks that are fastened
with ties (which last longer than elastics)
and include a nose wire (so they can be
shaped to allow for glasses), and sleeved
gowns that are made with synthetic fabric
(which can repel fluids) and feature easy to
reach ties (so they can be put on/taken off
without help).

Like a theater production, everyone has
a part to play.

Lidestri and Couture work out of the costume shop in downtown
Littleton. They lead a core group in making gowns and creating

See PPE, Page 13

Franconia: Library Provides Homemade Face Masks

BY ROBERT BLECHL
Staff Writer

Ann Steuernagel, director of the Abbie
Greenleaf Library in Franconia, put the
word out — is anyone willing to provide
face masks to keep residents safe during
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Library patron Laura Gawel answered
the call, making and delivering 15 re-
usable and washable face masks that on
Wednesday were put at the front door of
the library, one mask per person and theirs
to keep.

“The first batch went in an eye blink,”
Steuernagel said Friday.

On Friday, she put out another batch of
15 masks, double-ply and made of cotton
material with an elastic band to hold it on
a face, that were placed in a cooking pot so
they wouldn’t get wet from the snow and
rain.

The masks by Gawel fill a need outside
of medical facilities, and if the demand is
there by residents, the library will try to
continue it, said Steuernagel.

“Other people are making masks, too,
but they are going to the hospital and clin-
ics,” she said.

She’s been sending emails to the li-
brary’s patrons on the library email list to
see if others want to make masks.

They do need to be washed, and Steuer-
nagel said she will be washing hers every
few days.

“It’s our job to put a mask on, just to
show people that it’s okay,” she said.

The masks are helpful to the community
by not only helping wearers avoid catch-
ing the virus from someone, but also by
helping someone wearing a mask who has
the virus, but doesn’t know it, from trans-
mitting the virus to someone else, said
Steuernagel.

“Whenever Laura has a batch, I will put

them out,” she said.

Steuernagel said the community will get
through the pandemic.

“Every should take care, stay home,
and ride it out,” she said. “This, too, shall
pass.”

Those wanting more information on the
masks and updates, can visit www.abbiel-
ibrary.org.

On Friday, Ocean State Job Lot an-
nounced it will launch the Mask Fabric
for Free campaign at its stores throughout
New England and the mid-Atlantic to sup-
ply its customers with the fabric needed
to make 2 million homemade face masks,
recommended to be worn in public by the
U.S. Centers for Disease Control to reduce
the spread of COVID-19.

Customers are invited to visit the new
displays in the stores and pick up the cot-
ton-polyester blended fabric to make their
own masks.



THURSDAY, APRIL 16, 2020

THE RECORD

uCALEDONIAN

RECORD siNcEs3y;

SUPPORT BUSINESSES IN THEIR TIME OF NEED'

The Caledonian-Record has launched a way for you to support local businesses that are
temporarily closed or affected by the COVID-19 crisis. Visit our website to buy gift vouchers
that you can print at home. This will get some much needed cash flowing to the businesses
when they need it and allow you to enjoy their offerings once they are back up and running!

Please consider purchasing some gift vouchers by visiting:

DEALS.CALEDONIANRECORD.COM

@HAN@ TRAI

f 022y G Z97A
GOsteria +

,/ f///////z.. _/r//f.(’/ 77

66 Belden Hill Rd. East Burke, VT

FREIGHTHOUSE
market & cafe
1000 Broad St. Lyndonville, VT

Hoagle S
/ Pizza & Pasta

6583 Memorial Dr, Lyndonville, VT

| WMRUGH

GALLERY

An Extraordinary Fine Art
Gallery in New Hampshire

1 Middle St.
Lancaster, NH

ROSA FLAMINGOS

EATING & DRINKING ESTABLISHMENT
» dince (956

2312 Main St. Bethlehem, NH

=

Naturally. Fast: Food.
930 Broad St. Lyndonville, VT

MEXICAN RESTAURANT

106 Main St.
Littleton, NH

NEK Crafter's Emporium

189 E Main St Ste B Newport, VT

AWARDS
ENGRAVINGS

Derby, VT

s.V e

You can add your business at NO COST for a limited time. Call 802-748-8121 or email adv@caledomanrecord com

ejuabely uein

xoe|g



ejuabepy uein

oelg

THE RECORD

THURSDAY, APRIL 16, 2020

Desplte Pandemic, Women's Recovery Home Opens In Littleton

BY PAUL HAYES
Staff Writer

They could have stayed home until the pan-
demic passed.

Instead they went to work.

A newly launched non-profit, Lifting Oth-
ers Valuing Everyone (LOVE), opened its first
women’s recovery home in Littleton earlier this
month.

The eight-bed facility has started to wel-
come clients despite challenges posed by the
COVID-19 outbreak.

Why not wait? Because women remain sus-
ceptible to substance abuse and physical vio-
lence, even during the coronavirus crisis.

“We thought about waiting,” said founder Tim
Hickey, an independent pastor based in Glen-
cliff. “There’s a lot of reasons we could have
said ‘Not now.” But for me, it just wasn’t ac-
ceptable for us to sit around in our houses while
people are dying.”

The facility is designed to rebuild lives.

The goal is for LOVE to welcome at-risk
women, surround them with multiple mentors,
and empower them to live independently.

The mentors will advise residents in areas
such as personal finance, employment, parent-
hood and personal relationships.

LOVE will also provide substance abuse and
alcohol recovery services for those who need
them.

“We don’t just say ‘Stay with us for 30 days.’
We wrap them with people who can be positive
influences. It’s a layered approach,” said Hickey.

The organization chose to focus on helping
women to address a regional need, Hickey said.

“There are several homes that service men;
none that service women,” he said.

LOVE was born out of a homeless initiative
in the Haverhill area. Through that initiative,
Hickey visited homeless and rehabilitation fa-
cilities across New England to study procedures
and best practices.

What he found: Large facilities in more pop-

ulated areas were doing great things. But they
would not translate to rural New Hampshire.

“There are a lot of demographic reasons that
prevent [a larger facility] from being a sustain-
able model in the North Country,” Hickey said.
From that, Hickey devised a solution.

That solution was to create a series of small-
scale facilities that rely on volunteer assistance,
one-on-one services, and a personal approach.

LOVE’s goal is to open multiple women’s
recovery homes across the region. A second fa-
cility, a six-bed facility in Haverhill, is currently
under development.

“By having a small enough footprint in each
town, we can make it a more sustainable model,
and start to take care of our neighbors,” Hickey
said.

The pandemic impacted hiring for LOVE’s
Littleton recovery home.

Members of the board of directors are running
the facility until a full-time manager, part-time
assistant manager, recruiter (to identify and in-
terview residents), and caretaker can be hired.

Meanwhile, volunteer training has been sus-
pended indefinitely due to public health guide-
lines (social distancing, etc.) intended to slow
the virus spread.

However, despite the challenges posed by
COVID-19, LOVE moved ahead with its Little-
ton opening.

Even during a global health crisis, local peo-
ple still need help.

“We’re not able to fully implement what we
want to do,” Hickey said, “but the fact is some
women need a safe place to live, and we can pro-
vide that right now.”

HOW TO HELP

Those wanting to volunteer with LOVE can
call (603) 731-3517, email timberlandranch@
aol.com or visit the organization’s web site at
liftingothersvaluingeveryone.org.

Those interested in becoming mentors, cook-
ing meals or providing transportation are en-
couraged to contact the organization.

News Briefs

Continued from Page 5

While calling off the Mill Street construction, the town is still
moving forward with the sidewalk reconstruction project that
Dorsett on Friday said is much less invasive.

The town is working on securing a federal grant to complete the
sidewalks project, which as of Monday has no current time line as
to when construction might begin.

“We’re trying to get that as shovel ready as possible,” said Dor-
sett. “We want to get as many projects as shovel ready as possible
because there could be a release of money from the federal gov-
ernment.”

Stump Jumpers Donate $500
To Meals On Wheels

In a time of need, the local Meals On Wheels program that
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delivers meals to the homes of seniors in nine Littleton area towns
has received a boost through a $500 donation by the Lisbon
Stump Jumper Snowmobile Club.

Each February, the club raises money through its vintage snow-
mobile race, which receives tremendous support from local busi-
nesses and communities, that without such support would make
it very difficult for the club to exist, said Joe Wiggett, a Stump
Jumper member and chairman of the club’s vintage snowmobile
race.

No support means the club would be unable to maintain the
equipment to groom the nearly 100 miles of trails that are used for
not only snowmobilers, but also for hikers, cross-country skiers,
and others enjoying the North Country’s winter scenery, he said.

For the Stump Jumpers, it was a particularly challenging year
because a fire destroyed the club’s 10-year-old Prinoth snow
groomer, and the insurance money won’t cover nearly as much
as the machine was worth, leaving the club at the moment not
knowing what it’s going to do for replacement.

During the pandemic, though, Wiggett said it is important for
the club to give back.

“The coronavirus, as we all know, has made it even more dif-
ficult for those who depend on Meals and Wheels, not only with
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food, but for a familiar face to see every day,” he said. “We know
this is not a lot of money, but it is our way of saying thank you to
all those who support us every year.”

On Monday, Wiggett, of Landaff, delivered the $500 dona-
tion to the Littleton Area Senior Center, which runs the Meals on
Wheels program for the towns of Littleton, Bethlehem, Franco-
nia, Sugar Hill, Easton, Monroe, Landaff, and Lyman and Lisbon.

“People help us all of the time, and under the circumstances,
we thought if we could help a little bit it would be great,” he said.

About a week ago, Wiggett sent an email to Stump Jumper
members about donating to Meals on Wheels.

“Everyone said it’s a great idea and let’s do it,” he said. “There
was no hesitation by any of the directors. I was not surprised.
What the communities do for us every year is great and if we can
help out even a little bit that’s even better. We are all concerned
about one another. We hope this helps people who simply have
trouble now getting out of the house, let alone before this pan-
demic happened.”

The Meals on Wheels program, running on a tight budget even
before the pandemic, has operated out of the Littleton Area Senior
Center for decades, typically delivering a hot meal each day to an
upward of 200 residents.

Because of COVID-19 and the need for social distancing and
self-isolation, however, deliveries are being done twice a week
and recipients are now receiving frozen meals to last for a week.

Need has increased to currently more than 210 people.

Hometown Girl Now Dean
Of PSU Business School

Plymouth State University’s School of Business has a new lead-
er - Lisa Perras, a Groveton native and recently the principal of
Groveton High School, is now dean of the PSU’s business school.

“I’ve had a great trajectory in my career and have been very
lucky and very fortunate to have great support from my family
and this great small town,” Perras said Monday. “This is kind of
exciting for a small town girl.”

She also wants to let North Country students who will be at-
tending PSU to know that she is there as a resource as they transi-
tion from high school to the brand new world of college.

See News Briefs, Page 9
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Perras, who prior to serving 3 1/2 years GHS principal served
for 25 years at White Mountains Regional High School, spending
most of that time as a business teacher before four years as an
administrator, began the job as PSU business school dean in late
February.

She was on campus for less than three weeks when the corona-
virus shutdown began, prompting her and all administrators and
teaching staff to work remotely since then.

PSU’s business school serves 700 students, mostly undergrad-
uates, and encompass full-time and part-time students to adult
learners.

Bachelor of science degrees are offered in accounting, finance,
management, marketing, and sports management.

The school also includes about 150 graduate students and offers
two graduate degree programs, a master of business administra-
tion and master of science in accounting.

“A friend of mine let me know there was a position available
there and I threw my hat in the ring,” said Perras, who has a
bachelor’s degree in business administration from Southern New
Hampshire University and an MBA from Plymouth State Univer-
sity. “Then I heard they were interested in moving forward and |
was interested in moving forward.”

Although she will be teaching some business courses in the
future, Perras is currently acclimating to her administrative role.

“T’ll be taking care of all the faculty, making sure that everyone
has a full teaching load, depending up on their collective bargain-
ing agreement and whether they are tenured or teachers or con-
tracted or teacher-lecturers. There are lots of different categories
that teaching staff fall into.”

As she ensures that all university teaching staff members have
what they need to be successful in the classroom, she will also
take care of any student anomalies that might need a review, such
as scheduling anomalies or an override of a prerequisite, all fall-
ing under the academic and not disciplinary issues.

While Perras enjoyed being GHS principal, she said she won’t
miss the disciplinary component of the job.

Her new role comes with different supporting structure.

“There is a great support system for post-secondary adminis-
tration and best practices,” said Perras. “There is a great deal of
learning that is constantly taking place. It’s refreshing that there is
so much available for that professional development.”

As she settles into the job, she will be completing a doctorate
degree in educational leadership.

“One of the real draws of this position is that I can earn that as
a benefit and [ will be tuition-free to work on my doctoral pro-
gram,” said Perras. “In addition, I have access to a world-class
library at Plymouth State.”

As an administrator, Perras, a morning swimmer, will also have
access to all university pool and gym facilities and all health care
facilities.

The cultural diversity not only of the staff but of the students,
as well as the culture of Plymouth, were also big draws, she said.

“I just love to be a part of that environment,” said Perras.

Although she will mostly commute from Groveton, a drive of
a little more than an hour each way, she has the option when days
or nights run long to stay in the home of her eldest son, Matthew,
and his new wife, Luz, who recently bought a house in Plymouth.
Her second eldest son, Beau, lives in nearby Laconia, where he
works at a police officer.

As Perras prepares to teach courses at PSU, it will not be un-
charted waters.

“All of the curriculum areas at the business school are very
familiar to me because I taught most of those courses at the high
school level,” said Perras. “Although my knowledge in teaching
those courses is cursory, of course, because they are high school
courses, | at least have a good knowledge of those curriculum
areas. It’s a good fit for me.”

And on campus, her North Country connections remain.

“In just a few weeks on campus, I had contact with a lot of
people from the North Country,” said Perras.

While other college campuses in New Hampshire are larger
than PSU, for some North Country students entering Plymouth
State, it will be a big transition, said Perras.

She said she is there to support them, and has already had some
reach out to her.

“It’s a nice connection and I hope I can continue to do that,” she
said. “To walk across campus and hear someone say, ‘Hey, Mrs.
Perras.’ Its’ a great feeling. I can certainly answer some questions
and bring some resources to them ... If any student is considering
Plymouth State University and would like to connect, they can
certainly connect with me.”

Firefighters Out Of Quarantine After
Patient Tests Negative For COVID-19

LITTLETON — Littleton Fire Rescue is back to normal full-
time staffing now that four firefighters going into self-quarantine
Monday evening after coming into contact with a patient exhibit-
ing symptoms similar to COVID-19 have been released after the
resident tested negative for the virus.

“We already have the rapid test results and everybody is back to
work,” Littleton Town Manager Andrew Dorsett said Wednesday
morning.

Littleton Regional Healthcare has rolled out rapid testing lo-
cally, he said.

First responders across the state, because of the the importance
of their work and their regular close contact with the public, have
been given priority testing.

“We have a protocol where if a potential exposure happens,
they get tested,” said Dorsett.

In addition to eight full-time firefighters, LFR has part-time and
on-call firefighters.

Although the tests were negative, the quarantine of half of
LFR’s full-time staff was a test for the department, which Dorsett
said is now conducting an after-action analysis of Monday night’s
medical call to see how its firefighters and EMTs can best limit
their exposure to possible infected patients in the future.

LFR is not alone as other first responders across the North
Country work to keep a steady supply of protective gear, to in-
clude gowns, gloves, masks and visors, and limit their exposure
on the many calls to which they respond.

Had the test been positive, LFR would have utilized it’s
non-quarantined full-time staff to cover shifts and qualified part-
time staff to fill in for shifts, a procedure that is part of Littleton’s
emergency management plan, which includes how to respond
during a pandemic.

CoeviD-19
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On Tuesday, LFR Chief Joe Mercieri called the pandemic and
its impact on first responders “an extremely complicated dynam-
ic,” and Littleton’s first responders regularly receive the latest in-
formation and guidelines from the U.S. Centers for Disease Con-
trol and the state of New Hampshire.

Dorsett called the precaution by LFR to quarantine its four fire-
fighters and the negative test results a good outcome.

“We’re glad that everyone is okay,” he said.

Nursing Home Workers To Get
More Money, Virus Testing

CONCORD, N.H. (AP) — Front-line workers at New Hamp-
shire nursing homes and other long-term care facilities will get
extra pay and many will be tested for the coronavirus, Gov. Chris
Sununu said Tuesday.

Starting this week, workers at Medicaid-funded residential fa-
cilities and social service organizations that serve Medicaid cli-
ents at home will be eligible for $300 weekly stipends. The state
will cover the costs initially while seeking reimbursement from
the federal government.

“This program ensures that the critical staff that supports some
of New Hampshire’s most vulnerable individuals, including those
with physical disabilities, developmental disabilities and older
adults,” Sununu said. “New Hampshire must strengthen its com-
mitment to this workforce during the emergency.”

About 25,000 workers statewide are eligible. And the 6,600
who work in Rockingham and Hillsborough counties also will be
tested for the virus through a partnership with ConvenientMD,
which will deploy mobile testing units to the facilities.

Residents of long-term care facilities make up more than half
of the state’s deaths due to COVID-19. Eight have died at the
Hanover Hill nursing home in Manchester, six at the Huntington
at Nashua assisted-living facility and one at a group home run by
the Crotched Mountain Foundation in Greenfield. At least 90 staff
members have tested positive.

Brendan Williams, president of the New Hampshire Health
Care Association, which represents nursing homes, called the new
stipends essential. He said staff recruitment and retention already
was a challenge prior to the pandemic given the gap between costs
and Medicaid payments.

“It’s a labor of love for staff, because too often you can get poor
caring for the poor,” he said. “Maybe this terrible calamity will
refocus us so we treat this essential work as a priority worthy of
living wages.”

See News Briefs, Page 12

Local Businesses
Need You More
Than Ever!

WMRUGH GALLERY

Due to the changing COVID-19 regulations, the
downtown Lancaster gallery will be closed until
May 5. Follow our Art, Crafts & Furniture products
on FB. Curbside & delivery options still available.

Fine Art ® Art Pbotogmpby ® Fine Furniture

Custom Framing ® Fine Woodworking

603-788-5531
603-631-7477

Lancaster, NH
wmrugh@gmail.com

Topic of e TOWN
FAMILY RESTAURANT

30 Main St.
Littleton, NH

Call 603-444-6721
TAKE-OUT &
WE DELIVER

- § www.thetopicofthetown.com

I_Sun. 6am-noon -Mon.-Tue.-Thu.-Sat. 6am-2pm  Wed. & Fri. 6am-8|1m_I
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Pastor Nick DeYoung participates in a post-service prayer circle follwing a drive-in easter worship at Faith Bible Church in Littleton on Easter Sunday. The service was designed
to obey social distancing rules but allow churchgoers the gather together for the first time since the COVID-19 pandemic struck a month ago. (Photo by Paul Hayes)

Park & Pray

Drive-in Service Offers Encouragement Amid Pandemic

BY PAUL HAYES
Staff Writer

LITTLETON — The pulpit was a dump truck.

The pews were power seats.

And a beep was an ‘Amen.’

Faith Bible Church ended a month of virtu-
al worship with a drive-in service at its Union
Street parking lot on Easter Sunday.

Nearly 100 turned out for the unusual event,

which allowed members of the congregation to
gather together but remain apart, as they bal-
anced their spirituality with social distancing.
The event slogan was: Come as you are, stay in
your car.

“We are living in a unique time,” said pastor
Nick DeYoung, speaking from the bed of a one-
and-a-half ton Dodge Ram 5500. “I don’t think
anyone here has probably witnessed a set of
events quite like what we are experiencing right

now.”

For churchgoers, the service was a moment of
hope amid the coronavirus crisis.

Speaking through a crack in her passenger
side window, Maureen Ferland said it offered
encouragement in a way that Facebook videos
and Zoom meetings could not.

“We’re Zooming, but it’s a different experi-
ence to be here. I’'m elated,” she said.

Those in attendance tuned their car radios

to 96.7 FM or 1400 AM and sounded their car
horns when the service began just after 10 a.m.

They listened as DeYoung addressed the on-
going pandemic.

“This is a challenging time,” he said. “There
is not a single one of us here who is not feeling
the burden of the COVID-19 virus and the anx-
iety or uncertainty that comes with it. Even if
we avoid contracting the virus ourselves, we’ve

See Drive-In, Page 11
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Continued from Page 10

all suffered a loss or separation
from the people that we love, the
things that we enjoy, and the nor-
mal routines of the day.”

“I imagine that for almost ev-
ery single one of us here our days
have been turned upside down.”

In the face of those challenges
and uncertainties, DeYoung of-
fered the Easter holiday — and
its story of suffering, sacrifice
and rebirth — as a source of in-
spiration.

He asked those in attendance,
and others listening at home,
to question how they will face
COVID-19.

“What will your story be?” he
asked. “Will it be one surround-
ed by hope or maybe surrounded
by fear? Will the story be one of
isolation or one of a community
that has move forward together?
Will your story be one of fami-
lies that walked through this to-
gether, or did we let this tear us
apart? Did we focus on hoarding
for ourselves or did we look out
for those friends and neighbors
in need?”

In addition to DeYoung’s
words, the service featured ele-
ments that encouraged fellow-
ship. People were asked to text
prayers (which DeYoung read
aloud) and took communion in
their cars (they were given pre-
packaged juice and wafers). The
church music team performed
three selections, and some in
their vehicles could be heard
singing along.

“I thought this was an awe-
some opportunity to feel like
we’re still worshipping together
while worshipping separately at
the same time,” said Faith Bible
music director Jessica Matheis.
“Now more than ever it’s im-
portant for the church to stand to-
gether and say we’re still here.”

The service ended with an-
other round of horns beeping
and lights flashing. Then people
drove past the temporary pulpit,
most smiling, waving or both.

That reaction, DeYoung said,
demonstrated the importance of
community.

“I think people who attended
took away some hope,” DeYoung
said. “Having this opportunity in
the midst of this, to come togeth-
er and see some familiar faces
and wave to each other — even
at a distance — is special.”

Nearly 100 turned out for
a drive-in service at Faith
Bible Church in Littleton
on Easter Sunday. The
service was designed to
obey social distancing
rules but allow churchgo-
ers the gather together
for the first time since
the COVID-19 pandemic
struck a month ago. (Pho-
tos by Paul Hayes)
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THE NUMBERS

As of Tuesday, 1,091 people in New Hamp-
shire have been diagnosed with COVID-19, the
disease caused by the coronavirus, and 27 have
died.

For most people, the virus causes mild or
moderate symptoms, such as fever and cough
that clear up in two to three weeks. For some,
especially older adults and the infirm, it can
cause more severe illness, including pneumonia,
or death.

Dr. Benjamin Chan, the state epidemiologist,
said Tuesday that the daily count of hospitalized
patients has been holding fairly steady over the
last week, indicating hospitals have not been
overwhelmed by a surge of patients.

NEIGHBOR OUTREACH

New Hampshire isn’t joining a regional coun-
cil to plan its reopening once the COVID-19
pandemic subsides, Gov. Chris Sununu said
Tuesday, but he has been talking to governors of
neighboring states.

Seven Northeastern states have agreed to a
working group that will develop a regional blue-
print. Meanwhile, Sununu said he has spoken to
the governors of Maine, Vermont and Massachu-
setts about their own plans. He said they won’t
act in lockstep but want to understand how their
actions affect other states.

AIRPORT FUNDS

New Hampshire airports will receive $15.2
million through the federal coronavirus aid
package.

The state’s congressional delegation said the
bulk of the money — about $12 million — will
go to the Manchester-Boston Regional Airport,
with lower amounts for smaller airports.

VIRTUAL FUNDRAISER

The Prouty, an annual event to raise money
for cancer research, is going virtual this year due
to concerns about the coronavirus.

Organizers said the Prouty will not be bring-
ing 4,000 people together in Hanover in July for
what traditionally has been a two-day event to
benefit the Dartmouth-Hitchcock Norris Cotton
Cancer Center. Instead, participants will be en-
couraged to take part between June 1 and July
11 to bike, walk, row, golf or do any other event
from home or outdoors, allowing for physical
distancing.

INMATE REQUEST DENIED

A man accused of shooting a church pastor
and bride during a wedding and later attacking
his own lawyer won’t be released to house arrest
due to coronavirus concerns.

A judge on Tuesday denied the request from
Dale Holloway, who has asthma, saying there
was no evidence of significant risk to the jail. He
concluded that Holloway presented a danger to
himself and the community.

Holloway pleaded not guilty to attempted
murder, assault and other charges related to the
October shooting at a Pelham church and the

L lawyer attack.

Unemployment Rate
For March Doesn’t Show

Effects Of Virus

CONCORD, N.H. (AP) — New Hampshire’s
unemployment rate for March was 2.6%, according
to a survey that predated many business closures due
to the coronavirus.

The unemployment rate was unchanged from the
February rate. A year ago, the rate was 2.5%.

The survey covered businesses through March
12. Many businesses closed after that date because
of state emergency orders regarding the coronavi-
rus. One requiring nonessential businesses to close
was issued March 26. The state has received over
100,000 new unemployment claims since March 17.

According to the survey, the state estimated that
748,970 people were employed last month, a de-
crease of 10,630 from February and 2,290 from a
year ago.

Nationally, the seasonally adjusted unemploy-
ment rate for March was 4.4%. That was nearly a
percentage point higher than the February rate and
an increase of 0.6 percentage points from the pre-
vious year.

Lawmakers Sue Governor
Over Relief Money; Hikers

Out Of Luck

CONCORD, N.H. (AP) — Democratic lead-
ers of the New Hampshire Legislature went to court
Monday to stop Republican Gov. Chris Sununu
from spending federal COVID-19 relief funds with-
out their permission.

House Speaker Steve Shurtleff, Senate President
Donna Soucy and top Democrats on the Legisla-
ture’s joint fiscal committee filed a motion seeking
an emergency order to halt Sununu’s newly created
Govermor’s Office for Emergency Relief and Re-
covery.

They argue only the committee has the power to
act on the $1.25 billion that the state is expected to
begin receiving later this month.

Rep. Mary Jane Wallner said the committee she
leads is the fastest way to distribute money to fami-
lies, communities, businesses and nonprofits “effec-
tively, equitably and constitutionally.”

“Unfortunately, Gov. Sununu has chosen to dis-
regard the legislative branch, which represents the
voice of the people,” Wallner, D-Concord, said in a
statement. “His refusal to compromise led us to the
judicial branch today.”

Sununu’s spokesman said the governor’s office
will continue to follow the 2002 law granting the
governor authority to take immediate action during
a statewide crisis.

It is the legislature’s prerogative to check in with
the courts and we will always maintain a collabo-
rative relationship with them,” Ben Vihstadt said in
a statement. “Ensuring New Hampshire families re-
ceive immediate emergency relief is paramount and
the Governor remains committed to that goal.”

Sununu told reporters last week that while law-
makers will have input via an advisory panel, the
usual approval process is too slow.

In their motion, filed in Hillsborough County Su-
perior Court, lawmakers disagree on both counts.

See News Briefs, Page 13

COMMUNITY VOICES

A Quiet Easter, A Chaotic World

We celebrated Easter last week-
end. In some ways the day was
similar to Easters in the past — we
dyed eggs, the kids ran around the
house looking for their hidden Eas-
ter baskets, and then they headed
outside to scour the yard for the
dozens of little plastic eggs the
Easter Bunny had scattered every-
where. In many ways, though, the
day was different, and it reflected
the way the COVID 19 pandemic
has created a “new normal” for us.

The biggest difference, of
course, was that we celebrated by ourselves.
Easter has never been a huge holiday at our
house, but my dad usually comes for the
weekend, and our neighbors sometimes join
us, and we always share a huge Easter brunch.
This year, the brunch table was set for four. It
wasn’t a bad thing, and we still kept up with
our traditions — yellow tulips, monkey bread,
my daughter’s homemade name cards telling
us where to sit — but it was much quieter than
normal. Sorry to say, but no one at our house
got dressed up — no cute Easter dresses or but-
ton down shirts for us. I was probably wearing
sweatpants (I do that a lot right now). We did
some new things this year: I tried a new dish
(sausage and chard strata — so yum!), we had
mimosas (sparkling cider for the kids), and
after brunch, the kids hid all the eggs again
so my husband and I could have our own egg
hunt.

We connected with family on zoom -
which has become a staple for our life in this
pandemic, as it has for so many people. My
sisters, nieces and nephews, cousins, aunts
and uncles — from Pennsylvania to New
York, Massachusetts, Connecticut, and even
far away England — all tucked into our own
homes, we smiled and waved at each other
through the computer screen, talking over
each other and trying to catch up. It was nice
but not really the same.

After that, we ... well, we hung out, just
the four of us. Like we have been doing a lot
lately.

We’ve been keeping busy with house proj-
ects, and Easter Sunday was no different. My
husband and I worked on the stone wall we
are building, my son having a blast driving the
mower back and forth to bring us rocks from
the pile in the woods. My daughter swung in

BY AMY LAWTON
McKEEVER

the hammock and read a few chap-
ters in her book before hopping on
to the mower, holding on tightly
and laughing as her brother drove
her around the yard. After the kids
got tired of helping, they made
their way through the woods to the
fort they’ve been building.

I’ve been extra thankful, these
long days at home, for the woods
that surround us here in the North
Country. This was no different on
Easter. Most of the afternoon we
were outside, just as we try to be
every day. My life right now is like a scene
in D.B. Johnson’s fabulous picture book, Hen-
ry Builds a Cabin, where he describes Henry
David Thoreau building his small cabin on
the shores of Walden Pond. When his friends
comment on how tiny the cabin is, Henry re-
plies: “This is just the room I wear when it’s
raining!” That’s how my house feels right
now — as much as possible, we are outside.
Imagine living through this pandemic in a
crowded city? I couldn’t.

Despite being outside a lot, I was never
too far away from my phone on Easter Sun-
day. This is true of me all the time now — I'm
constantly checking the news, in a way that is
probably very unhealthy. I can’t help it. I'm
obsessed with tracking the number of new
COVID 19 cases in New Hampshire, watch-
ing as they creep in above the notch, first in
Littleton, then Franconia and Whitefield, and
now Bethlehem. Who knows what towns will
be shaded in on that map tomorrow, or by the
time this article is published. It’s terrifying but
I am unable to look away.

In this way, Easter Sunday illustrated a real
dichotomy in my life right now. It’s been quiet
here at home, so quiet. But outside, the world
feels noisy and scary. There’s already talk
about when and how to “re-open” the coun-
try. [ know it has to happen at some point. But
honestly, I'm not ready yet to leave the quiet
of home and head out into that noisy, scary
world ... and I’'m not sure what it will take for
me to feel safe again.

. Amy Lawton McKeever is a teacher/li-
brarian over at the Monroe Consolidated
School. More of her writing can be found in
the New York Times Motherlode blog and on
her home computer under “future book.” She
lives in Easton with her family.
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They argue that the governor’s general powers under the law Sununu
cites do not override a more specific law that says during an emer-
gency, “the governor may, with the advice and consent of the fiscal
committee, authorize such expenditures, by any department or agency,
as may be necessary.”

And they point out that the committee can act quickly. It met on
Friday and approved spending $1.2 million to bolster Meals on Wheels
programs during the pandemic.

There was no mention of the lawsuit Monday, when the advisory
panel met via phone conference with Sununu and Banking Commis-
sioner Jerry Little, the head of the governor’s relief office. The panel in-
cludes the four Democrats who sued and four Republican lawmakers.

Little said he expects guidance from the U.S. Treasury around April
24. The group decided to meet three times a week to start, with more
frequent meetings possible.

“We want to make good use of the time we’re given and get a lot of
work done, so as soon as the funds arrive we can start putting them out
there and start doing some good,” Little said.

PPE

Continued from Page 6

mask kits. Those kits are distributed to volunteers, who sew at home.
Finished products have been donated to ACHS, LRH and Weeks.

“We had to cancel the show, like everyone else in theater,” he
said. “This allows us all to still work together.”

The Upstage Players have used their own stockpile of fabric. The
result is an eclectic collection of PPE.

“It comes in all sorts of funny patterns and colors,” Vashaw said.
“It’s whatever random fabric we had in the costume department. It
could be anything.”

Meanwhile Burgeon Outdoor’s masks are uniformly black.

Three weeks in, Glocker expressed no regrets about taking his
fledgling business offline to assist the coronavirus response.

Burgeon’s masks have drawn significant attention — a giveaway
program was suspended due to overwhelming demand — and an
increasing number of community organizations and essential em-
ployers have submitted requests.

“One of the reasons I founded the company is that I was fortunate
to have great experiences in the White Mountains as a kid,” Glocker
said. “I want to help these communities flourish. It seems the best
way to make them flourish now is to help keep people safe on the
front lines.”

Considering the time, manpower and sacrifice that has gone into
The Upstage Players and Burgeon Outdoor’s efforts, Shanshala
wondered aloud: Who was helping who?

Yes, the volunteers are providing essential protective gear. At the
same time, they have also given their lives direction and meaning
during a difficult stretch, when people worldwide find themselves
confronting an invisible threat and an uncertain future.

“It gave opportunities for both organizations to have a sense of
contribution, and they did contribute,” Shanshala said.

With needles and thread, they have strengthened the social fabric.
Even in a time of social distancing.

Said Shanshala, “They are trying to bring the community togeth-
er — but not too close.”

HOW TO HELP

The Upstage Players are currently seeking fabric donations, sew-
ing help, or financial donations to cover the costs of some purchased
materials. 100 percent cotton is used for masks and synthetics for
gowns so all fabrics are welcome. They can be reached at upartis-
tic@gmail.com. Fabric can also be dropped off any time at 2 Cot-
tage St., Littleton, N.H. Please place in a plastic bag to protect from
any weather.

IMMIGRANT RELEASED

A Guatemalan man in New Hampshire has been released from fed-
eral immigration detention over concerns of contracting the coronavi-
rus in jail.

The American Civil Liberties Union of New Hampshire said Pedro
Gonzalez Guarcas was released Friday after it filed an emergency law-
suit. Guarcas had been at the Strafford County Department of Correc-
tions in Dover since Feb. 28.

PEAK BAGGING PAUSED

Hikers seeking official recognition for climbing the 48 tallest peaks
in New Hampshire won’t be able to count any summits they reach
while the state remains under a stay-at-home order.

Starting Monday, The Four Thousand Footer Club run by the Appa-
lachian Mountain Club won’t be accepting peaks ascended during
the duration of the order. They said it was necessary because so
many people haven’t heeded recommendations to “hike low and
local,” increasing the risk of spreading the virus.

cletaﬂs

INTERIOR FASHIONS

Shades ¢ Blinds
Draperies * Valances
Upholstery
Area Rugs ° Pillows
b Home Decor Fabrics

106 Main Street * Littleton, NH ¢ 603-444-7444

ADVERTISE

Call 603-444-7141

Lahout’s Apartments
Littleton and Bethlehem
595 - 5825

Studio, One Bedrooms

Two Bedrooms
Heat Included, Modern, Pet Friendly,
Parking, Washer/Dryer Hookup
Walking distance to downtown.

603-444-0333 or visit our website: www.lahoutspd.com

N~ 5520
DENTAL. JerYourws

Bernd Weber, DDS
Roy Brewster, DDS
Ramona PHeureux, DMID
Mielle Fox, DMID

8 Clover Lane, Suite 2, Whitefield, NH - Located just 10 mi. northeast of thtleton on Rt 116 | 603- 837 9342

CARPET RUGS WOOD
TILE & STONE ¢ VINYL
COUNTERTOPS
Stunning 7,000 Sq. Ft. Showroom g

Commercial/Residential « Expert Installation
Free Design Consultation

2190 Main St., Bethlehem, NH * Phone: 603-869-5880
Mon Fri 5 5 Sat -5 e wwwthefloorworks com

Call For
Appointment

EEELO

Buying All Metals
Steel » Brass ¢ Copper ¢ Aluminum
Mon.-Fri., 7-4 « April thru Nov. Open Sat., 8-Noon

405 S. Main Street, Lisbon, NH 03585
Phone: 603-838-2860 « www.stockleytrucking.com
“Buying Metal Salvage”

THIS SPACE
COULD BE
YOURS

CALL
603-444-7141

For More Information
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Maintaining social distance, Meadowstone Farm employees Sam Brown, Tim Wennrich and Matt Gordon prepare a section of farmland known as The Oxbow for the upcoming

it

=

season. Located in Bethlehem, Meadowstone has seen increased interest since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic. (Photo by Paul Hayes)

Farms See Increased Interest During Coronavirus Outhreak

BY PAUL HAYES
Staff Writer

BETHLEHEM, NH — Tim Wennrich was
busy planning for the upcoming season.

The owner of Meadowstone Farm stood on
a plot of farmland known as The Oxbow on
Wednesday, inspecting four acres where hardy
crops like beets, carrots and potatoes will be
planted.

Those vegetables will help meet increased
demand.

Amid product shortages and coronavirus
fears, a growing number of shoppers have
ditched supermarkets for farms, as they seek
out safe and reliable food sources during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

“Our farm stand has been incredibly busy and
we pretty much have already sold out our sum-
mer CSA,” said Wennrich. “We’ve never had
this many people sign up this early, and a lot of
those people are new CSA members.”

Asked to explain the increased interest, he
said, “I think people have become more aware
of their food supply and how fragile it can be.”

To meet demand, Meadowstone will plant 25
percent more crops this season, with the poten-
tial to grow even more.

They will focus on popular crops like toma-

toes and cucumbers to satisfy the sudden surge
of customers.

Meadowstone also sells meat and cheese
through its farm stand, local retailers, and as
add-on packages to its CSA subscriptions.

“I've always been a pretty big proponent
of local food, that it can supply northern New
Hampshire,” Wennrich said. “That’s been our
goal all along, to provide as much food as we
can to as many people as we can.”

Not every farm has been impacted equally by
coronavirus.

Some lost access to key revenue streams
when states ordered closed restaurants and farm-
ers markets.

Prospect Farm in Lunenburg had sold its pork,
poultry and beef through six eateries and four
farmers markets in Vermont and New Hamp-
shire.

Those losses have been offset by growing in-
terest in their farm stand, meat CSA, and online
meat orders.

“We’ve been hearing from a lot of new cus-
tomers,” said Prospect Farm Co-owner Meryl
Nevins.

For Prospect, meat CSA subscriptions are up
during a normally slow time of year, and online
orders were so strong, mirroring the run on toi-
let paper and other goods, that the farm had to
suspend them.

“People wanted to buy a lot at once, and we
shifted gears and took them off the web site,”
Nevins said. Remaining stock was moved to the
CSA program, to ensure it could handle addi-
tional members, and feed a greater number of
people. “This allows households to only take
what they need now, rather than permit a food
frenzy.”

At a time when public health experts have
urged social distancing as a way to slow the
spread of the virus, farmers find themselves
caught between their landscape and their labor.

They can remain six feet apart in open fields,
but often find themselves working together in
close quarters. Some farm tasks require man-
power and cannot be done alone.

“Sometimes you have to work hand-to-hand,”
said Bill Half of Harvest Hill Farm in Walden.
“If you have to lift something together or repair
something, you have to be close together, you
can’t be totally apart.”

On a recent day, Half and others planted
40,000 onion seeds in a greenhouse where they
maintained proper social distance. Still, old hab-
its die hard.

“Somebody that was working with me, I said
‘Thanks’ and patted him on the shoulder,” Half
said. “He’s a friend of mine, I’ve known him for
two years and hadn’t seen him for two months.
So many things are so common it’s easy to for-

get.”

At Meadowstone, staff meet regularly to dis-
cuss and update safety procedures during the
ongoing pandemic.

Some have started to wear masks and gloves,
particularly when working in close proximity to
each other.

Farm stand access is restricted to one custom-
er at a time; it is disinfected throughout the day;
previously loose products are now bagged; and a
hand sanitizer dispenser has been installed near
the farm stand entrance.

“We’ve had a bunch of staff meetings on it to
make sure we’re all on the same page, that we’re
keeping us, the customers and the food supply
safe,” Wennrich said. “It hasn’t changed what
we do. We’re still planting and picking. But it’s
changed how we do it.”

Farmers have been deemed essential workers
during the outbreak.

They are thankful to continue working at a
time when many other businesses have closed
and unemployment has skyrocketed to record
levels.

And they are poised to continue their mission,
which they believe in deeply: To feed the region.

Said Wennrich, “For me personally, it’s nice
to still be able to come to work, and to have that
work be productive and meaningful.”
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ATRIVIDIA

NOW HIRING PART-TIME
PACKAGING OPERATORS
FOR ESSENTIAL MANUFACTURING

We will be open during the
COVID-19 Crisis

*** $11.00 per hour ***

Great part-time opportunity
Monday - Friday
No nights, No weekends!

We are looking for reliable, hard-working individuals to join our
production team on a part-time basis. Mon — Friday, 7:30 — 3:30,
AS NEEDED.

Must be able to work standing up for 8-hours and occasionally
lift up to 40 pounds.

Please visit our Career page at http://www.trividiams.com/
contact/careers/ and select Packaging Operator.

All candidates are subject to a criminal background check and
drug screen.

Become part of the solution to the driver shortage ...

DRIVE A SCHOOL BUS [FOR

W, BERRY® TRAN@@@RT&TF IO

W.W. Berry’s Transportation is currently seeking Bus Drivers
(Trip & Spare with the possibility of becoming a route driver)
for the following locations:

NEW HAMPSHIRE
COLEBROOK
LITTLETON
GROVETON
BETHLEHEM
JEFFERSON
WIHITEFIELD
LANCASTER
LISBON.

DA

REQUIREMENTS:

Must be at least 21 years old
Must have a GOOD driving record
Must be able to pass a physical exam

WE PAY  CDL Training and Testing Fees.
TO TRAIN! Medical exam & any other
INCLUDES: School Bus Endorsement Fees.

ALL INTERESTED APPLICANTS, PLEASE CONTACT
W.W. Berry’s Transportation
1149 Lancaster Rd. — Lancaster, NH 03584 — 603-636-6100
wwberrytransportation@outlook.com

ATRIVIDIA

**NOW-HIRING**
MACHINE OPERATORS
FOR ESSENTIAL MANUFACTURING

We will remain open during the
COVID-19 Crisis
1%, 2 and 3 Shifts
**% 613,50 — $15.12 ***
Pay based on experience

Incredible Benefits Package!

Blue Cross Blue Shield Medical & Prescription with low premiums
and low deductibles, dental, vision, 401(k) with company match,
Company paid life and disability. Generous paid time off; 5 paid sick
days, 12 paid holidays, and two weeks paid vacation!

Manufacturing experience preferred
GMP experience a plus!

No manufacturing experience? No Problem!
We have entry-level positions and an excellent training program.
Clear path for advancement. If you learn fast, you move up fast!

Join our team today!

If you are seeking a career with Trividia Manufacturing Solutions,
please visit our Career page at
http://www.trividiams.com/contact/careers/ and select
Machine Operator.

Must have a high school diploma or equivalent and be 18 years or
older. All candidates are subject to a pre-employment criminal
background check and post offer drug screening. Trividia is a tobacco
free facility.

Help Wanted Help Wanted
200 200

PRESBY &

CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Family Owned Since 1948

HELP WANTED

Laborers
Equipment & Excavator Operator
CDL Drivers
Carpenters & Carpenter Foreman

Health Insurance, Paid Holidays, Paid Vacation,
401K, Excellent Wages

603-823-5298

Send resume to: martha.verret@presbyc.com
www.presbyconstruction.com

FULL TIME OR PART TIME HELP
Looking for reliable and personable
employees. Cashier, deli and com-
bo cashier/deli positions open.
Starting pay for full time positions is
$14.00/hr

These are year round positions
with room for advancement. Please
apply in person only to 84 Main St.
Littleton NH

Articles For Sale
310

Privacy Hedges -SPRING BLOWOUT
SALE 5ft Green Giant Arborvitae only
$59 each. FREE Installation/FREE
delivery,  While  supplies  last!
www.lowcosttreefarm.com  518-536-
1367

Services

Excavators, towable lifts, rototillers,
woodsplitters, floor sanders, jackham-
mers, lawn rollers, concrete saws,
and much more.

802-748-7841
www.allaroundrental.com

Jacob Clark Tree Work.
Offering full service tree care. Dur-
ing this time of distancing, we have
procedure in place to avoid any con-
tact. We can arrange work over
phone or by email. Payment can be
mailed. We are a small crew and fam-
ily owned so we are able to keep our-
selves isolated as well. Fully insured.
Call 802-595-1448.
jacobclarktreework.com

I'T°'S BLACK & WHITE

Support your local newspaper or lose it...
SUBSCRIBE NOW: WWW.CALEDONIANRECORD.COM

Casella

Continued from Page 3

ton, as well as an expanded
Casella landfill in Bethlehem,
has extended beyond Swan and
Dalton.

At town meeting in March,
Whitefield residents voted al-
most unanimously to approve
a resolution opposing a Casella
Waste landfill at Forest Lake
in Dalton that the article states
would negatively impact the
quality of life in Whitefield
much more than in Dalton.

The resolution was sent to
the governor and executive
council, state senators and
state representatives, and New
Hampshire Department of En-
vironmental Services.

Afterward, on March 16, the
Sugar Hill Board of Selectmen
wrote letter to the governor in
support for the Whitefield res-
olution opposing the landfill,
citing adverse impacts such as
increased truck traffic, unwant-
ed odors, and declining proper-
ty values.

Bethlehem voters in 2017
and 2018 voted against a pro-
posal to expand the 61-acre
Casella landfill to 161 acres,
prompting the company to look
elsewhere as it faces a landfill
closure in Bethlehem in about
2026.

In July, Dalton residents, in a
154-129 vote at a special town
meeting, approved temporary,
emergency, zoning for Dalton
in response to the proposed
landfill.

In March, the New Hamp-
shire House of Representatives,
in 189-123 vote, passed House
Bill 1319, sponsored by state
Rep. Elaine French, D-Little-
ton, which seeks to prohibit
the siting of new landfills or
expanded landfills within two
miles of the boundary of any
state or national park.

Swan said he believes the
defamation lawsuit could be an
attempt to deflect and to defeat
HB 1319.

“They lost in the House, they
lost in Bethlehem, lost in Dal-
ton twice, so they come after
me,” he said. “Like I said all
along, it’s like shooting fish in
a barrel. I have been at war to
save our lake and our state as
I kept going down that rabbit
hole called Casella. It will be
an interesting trial. Goliath sues
David.”
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Sales, Parts & Service Departments are OPEN in Littleton, NH
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PermaSafe is a state-of-the-art, Vehicle Disinfection and Long Term Microbial Control System and Surface Protectant engineered

specifically for automotive use. Perma_

Effective on all interior surfaces, a PermaSafe System installation starts with an initial disinfection of your vehicle’s passenger
cabin, air ventilation system and duct work, trunk and other cargo areas. Our proprietary, ecofriendly and EPA approved Protective Coat/ngs
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1 disinfectant eliminates over 99.9% of germs, bacteria, viruses, fungi, mold, mildew and other harmful microbes that can be 1
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1 |
1 |
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Once clean, disinfected and deodorized, the spaces and surfaces are then blanketed with PermaSafe SHIELD our patented
Permanent Antimicrobial Surface Protectant.

While effective antimicrobials are not new, PermaSafe SHIELD’s ability to continuously

eliminate and control microbes, and do so through a purely physical or “mechanical”
process without the use of any harmful chemicals, is revolutionary.

hazardous to passenger health, while also removing allergens and odors.

Visit www.crosstownmotors.net or our Facebook page to view video & information explaining benefits and warranties.

Justice Brothers
Transmission Flush

Automatic transmission fluid flush.
Includes cleaner, fluid, conditioner

-- April Coupon Special --

7 OFF!

Filterand supplis extra s needed. Additional charges may apply.Vald through 4/30/20

Spring TireSwap
+ 4 Wheel Alignment

4 wheel mount & balance with complete
wheel alignment service. It’s time!

-- April Coupon Special --

5"79 95

Supplies extra s needed. Additional charges may apply.Valid through 430/20

Justice Brothers
Axle Fluid Flush

Get your vehicle ready to the summer
driving season. Call today!

-- April Coupon Special --

$174.%3

Coronavirus (Covid-19) Info - Your health and safety is our top priority.

» Easy scheduling of service appointments by phone or online

(7 ERAEE [MTEUEENS (5 (17 Crpom, [HOPED SEnlEes U [eEy (0 » Meeting you outside of the dealership to accept your vehicle for service

izl e A appomtment.. onreles Showroqm IS open, L youcan * All surfaces will be carefully wiped down after service has been performed
also shop by phone or online and we are offering curbside delivery to - Our waiting areas have seating over 6 feet apart

your home or work. Whatever is best and most convenient for you. » We can leave your vehicle outside of the dealership for you to pick up.

CR Ao EROURS Call 603 444-7771

OSSTOWN Email Us: service@crosstownmotors.net

We service all makes and models - Mon-Fri BAM-5PM

@ Jeep U mam PARTS & 7
650 Meadow St - Rte.302 - Littleton,NH  moren. SERVICE Ao Repair GROUP

Book your service appointment online, any time at crosstownmotors.net




