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Quotes from the couples throughout this publication 
have been edited for length and clarity.

THE BENNETTS
Chelsea (Saben), 27, and 

Herbie, 30, of St. Johns-
bury

Started dating: 2007
Engagement date: 
2010
Wedding date: Aug. 
5, 2017
Budget: $5,000
# of people invited / # 
attended: 100 / 85
Venue: Bennett Fami-
ly Farm

Bridal party: 3 bridesmaids and 3 grooms-
men

Our Couples

THE RUDDYS
Ashley Ruth (Wheeler), 31, and Patrick, 34, the 

couple splits their time between Vermont and 
London

Started dating: November 2012
Engagement date: New 

Years Day 2016
Wedding date: July 22, 
2017
Budget: $35,000
# of people invited / # 
attended: 215 / 176
Venue: Family property 
in Lyndonville
Bridal party: 2 maids 
of honor, 2 best men and 
four ushers

Started dating: 
Engagement date:

Years Day 2016
Wedding date:
2017

Venue:

Ashley & Patrick

Chelsea
Herbie

bury
Started dating:
Engagement date:

Budget:

Chelsea & Herbie

THE DeWITTS
Jaimie (Perreault), 28, and 

Zachary, 27, of East Haven, 
Vermont

Started dating: 2012
Engagement date: Dec. 24, 

2015
Wedding date: May 21, 

2016 (legal marriage); May 
20, 2017 (renewal of vows 
ceremony and wedding re-
ception)

Budget: $10,000
# of people invited / # attended: 150+ / about 130
Venue: Burke Mountain Hotel

Bridal party: 4 bridesmaids and 3 groomsmen

THE DeWITTS
 (Perreault), 28, and 

Jaimie & Zachary

THE KINGS
Miranda (Evans), 19, and James, 20, of St. 

Johnsbury, Vermont
Started dating: Aug. 5, 2012
Engagement date: Aug. 26, 

2016
Wedding date: Aug. 5, 

2017
Budget: $2,000
# of people invited / # at-

tended: 100 / about 55
Venue: Barnet Congre-

gational Church (cere-
mony) and the Lyndon-
ville VFW (reception)

Bridal party: 3 bridesmaids and 3 
groomsmen

Aug. 5, 2012
 Aug. 26, 

Miranda & James

THE STEELES
Dajana (Alaupoviç), 48, and Den-

nis, 50, of Lyndonville, Ver-
mont

Started dating: March 2016
Engagement date: Febru-

ary 2017
Wedding date: Aug. 19, 

2017
Budget: $10,000
# of people invited / # at-

tended: 150 / 125
Venue: Their property
Bridal party: 2 bridal at-

tendants and 2 groom attendants

 (Alaupoviç), 48, and Den-
, 50, of Lyndonville, Ver-

Dajana & Dennis

THE McDANIELS
Mikayla (LaMadeleine), 19, and Seth, 

23, of Derby, Vermont
Started dating: November 

2014
Engagement date: 
Christmas 2016
Wedding date: Aug. 12, 
2017
Budget: $4,000
# of people invited / # at-
tended: 170 / 150
Venue: Blue Horizons 
Shed in Derby
Bridal party: 8 brides-

maids and 8 groomsmen

23, of Derby, Vermont
Started dating:

2014
Engagement date:
Christmas 2016

# of people invited / # at-

Mikayla & Seth

THE CHAFFEES
Jennifer (Noyes), 26, and Mi-

chael, 28, of Corinth, Ver-
mont

Started dating: 2009
Engagement date: 

Christmas 2016
Wedding date: Sept. 30, 

2017
Budget: Started at 

$6,000, but it bal-
looned to $16,000

# of people invited / # 
attended: 220/210

Venue: Church in West Topsham (ceremony) and 
the Windy Hill Weddings in Corinth (recep-
tion)

Bridal party: 6 bridesmaids and 6 groomsmen, 
including the couple’s 6-year-old son

Mi-
, 28, of Corinth, Ver-

Jennifer & Michael

THE ARMSTRONGS
Alicia (Rossman), 30, and Erik, 37, of St. Johns-

bury, Vermont
Started dating: Jan. 17, 2014

Engagement date: Nov. 
25, 2016
Wedding date: July 29, 
2017
Budget: $20,000
# of people invited / # 
attended: 190 / 140
Venue: Alerin Barn in 
St. Johnsbury
Bridal party: 7 
bridesmaids and 6 
groomsmen

Started dating:
Engagement date: 

25, 2016
Wedding date:
2017

Venue: 

Alicia & Erik

We had dozens of entries in this 
year’s cover photo contest. We chose 
eight entrants to interview for a 
behind-the-scenes peek into their 
courtship, wedding and the planning 
that went into their big day.
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  WWW.MOHAWKFALLS.COM   ¤   603-237-1898   ¤   events@mohawkfalls.com 

Imagine Your Dream Wedding! 

2018 Dates 
still available! 
~~~~~~~~~ 

Space for up 
to 200 guests 

~~~~~~~~~ 

On-site bar 

~~~~~~~~~ 

Tables & chairs 
included 

~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Beautiful  
Natural Setting! 

How They Met
THE STEELES

They met through an online 
dating site. After a few dates 
they realized they were in dif-
ferent places: he wanted a se-
rious relationship, she wasn’t 
ready yet. So they started dat-
ing other people but remained 
in touch as friends.

“When you’re in your late 
40s and dating, it’s not really 
easy,” Dajana said. “We both 
went to diff erent dates and did 
our thing, but weren’t fi nding 
what we were looking for.”

After several months, Dajana realized she was also becoming ready 
for a commitment. One night he invited her to his new house. “We 
had a really nice dinner. So much so that we decided that we want-
ed to do a dinner again,” she said. “That’s how it started.”

It didn’t take long for Dennis to invite Dajana to move in with 
him. One morning she was making coff ee and turned to fi nd him 
watching her. “Just like that, in his bathrobe, he was like, ‘Will 
you marry me?’ Right there in the kitchen in front of the coff ee 
maker. He didn’t even have a ring at the time. He said, ‘I just had 
to ask you. This is what I want for the rest of my life - you here 
with me.’ It made me cry.”

THE CHAFFEES
I was 17, he was 19. We met at a friend’s party. He 

said he lost his cell phone and asked if I could call 
it. He hadn’t lost his phone! He just wanted my 
phone number. He was just really persistent and 
we started talking from there.

We met in February and started dating in March 
2009. Then we had our older son in March of 2011 
and our younger son in December of 2014.

It was just natural for us to be together with-
out being married. We’ve never spent the night 
away from each other, except when Mike’s gone 
on a hunting 
trip. But with 
the kids going 
to school, it 
bugged me that 
I didn’t have 
their last name. 
We’re planning 
on staying to-
gether forever, 
so he fi nally 
asked me.

After several months, Dajana realized she was also becoming ready 
for a commitment. One night he invited her to his new house. “We 

Dajana & Dennis

I was 17, he was 19. We met at a friend’s party. He 

Jennifer & Michael
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• Owner Chef Cordon Bleu graduate 
• 35 years experience 

Over 4000 Wedding Receptions Successfully Catered
• Custom food for any occasion from 30 to 3000.
• View our menus and prices at: www.chaletcaterers.com
• Experienced, uniformed, attentive waitstaff with all events.
• Fully air conditioned
• Huge Dance Floor
• Final menu and guest count not needed until the week of the event.
• Call today for a free consultation with owner Chef and wedding coordinator
• Facility Rental $350.00 for all day and night. Includes all china, stemware,

silverware, chair covers, linens, bartenders (with liquor liability insurance),
inside and outside ceremony area along our brook, with white wedding chairs.
(We usually can get you in a day or two early to decorate any way YOU like!
We set up and clean up!)

&White Mountain

ChaletCaterers
161 East Milan Rd., Berlin, NH 03570
Custom Food for any Occasion

Email our chef at murraylt@together.net or call him anytime at 
603-752-5517 to discuss your event or arrange a meeting.

Use our beautiful banquet facility with seating for 350 
or catering at any location of your choice.

Booking now for 2018 and 2019
Very reasonable meal prices proudly listed on my website...

www.chaletcaterers.com

“Winter Specials” Packages available with FREE China and Silverware

Specials available for all types of events. Wedding Receptions, 

Anniversaries, Christmas Parties, Birthday Parties

   LRH LASER HAIR REMOVAL SPECIAL —  
        Are you tired of shaving or waxing unwanted hair? 

  

Treatments start at $99*

4–5 treatments, 4 weeks apart
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THE DeWITTS
He’s my brother’s best friend 

and I’m his sister’s best friend! 
His sister was my maid of honor 
and my brother was his best man.

A Chance Encounter
THE ARMSTRONGS

While Erik’s family are well-established in the NEK, Alicia had a life 
and community on the seacoast of New Hampshire, when the two met. It 
was purely chance: she was house sitting for a friend when Erik, a ma-
son, showed up 
to work on her 
friend’s patio. 

He doesn’t usu-
ally work on 
the seacoast, 
but was doing a 

favor for a friend.
She had dinner with him and they ex-

changed business cards, but she didn’t 
expect that they’d ever see each other 
again.

“A couple months later, I texted him 
but he never responded,” Alicia remem-
bered. “So I texted him again, still no 
response.”

It turned out she was texting a land 
line, not a cell phone, so Erik never re-
ceived the messages. When she sent him 
an email, he responded quickly. They 
started traveling the two-and-a-half 
hours to visit each other frequently. Over 
the following two years, they gradually 
moved closer to each other. Now they 
live together in St. Johnsbury.

Jaimie & Zachary

and community on the seacoast of New Hampshire, when the two met. It 

friend’s patio. 
He doesn’t usu-

Alicia & Erik

Connected From 
The Start
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2018 DATES STILL AVAILABLE. VISIT:
SkiBurke.com/Weddings or email weddings@skiburke.com

Say “I Do” in the breathtaking alpine setting and natural surroundings of 
Burke Mountain. Full service Hotel reception site to simplify ceremony options. 

Let us help you create your dream day.
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Planning a wedding can entail hundreds 
of hours of preparing for a single day or 
weekend of festivities. But the divorce 

rate in this country would suggest that that care 
and consideration may not be similarly into 
planning for life after the wedding.

That’s where premarital counseling can be 
helpful.

Ashley and Patrick Ruddy mentioned how 
beneficial it was for them to do premarital coun-
seling with Pastor Jim Proctor of Lyndonville 
United Methodist Church. So we called Proctor 
to learn about the process.

“I can really only answer what people can 
expect from me,” Proctor began. “There are all 
kinds of people doing all kinds of things and ap-
proach it differently.”

He begins with the concept that a marriage 
takes work and he wants to prepare couples for 
that. “A lot of people don’t anticipate that - they 
love each other, so of course all will be well,” 
he said. “Most of what I do is ask questions on 
anything and everything.”

He asks couples about things like what they 
believe love is, why they’re getting married and 
why to this person, their families of origin, the 
traditions and practices that are important to 
them, finances, how they handle conflict, chil-
dren, faith, and more.

“It’s pretty much all on the table,” Proctor 
said. “Our goal is to prepare them for a lifetime 
together by opening up plain lines of communi-
cation.”

He said that often couples will have topics 
that they’ve already covered and feel comfort-
able with, but invariably there’s at least one that 
catches them short and requires further explora-
tion.

Proctor expects to spend at least 6 to 8 hours 
with a couple.

If either or both have already had a divorce 
or trauma, he’ll dig deeper. “I always ask them, 
What did you contribute to the divorce?” Proctor 
said. “What did you learn from it that will be 
useful to you in entering this marriage? How has 
it impacted you in ways that might affect you in 
negative ways in this new marriage? Some peo-
ple are pretty uncomfortable talking about this 
stuff, but this is life and we can’t sweep it under 
the rug and pretend it didn’t happen.”

He also asks couples to consider what circum-
stances might cause them to seek a divorce.

“They’re like – wait a minute! We’re not 
thinking about that! We’re getting married, 
we’re going to spend the rest of our life togeth-
er,” Proctor said. “But we both know that there’s 
a ton of marriages that don’t make it to ‘til death 

do us part. So it would be really good to know 
what’s on your mind … There’s a reason why 
we put on our seat belts. We’re not planning on 
getting into an accident, but accidents happen.”

Ultimately, Proctor wants to help people un-
derstand that the most important of making a 
commitment to another person is not about why 
you love the person, but who you intend to be 
within the marriage. “It’s the promise that I’m 
making to you about who I am.”

abbottrental.com | 603.444.6557

Northern
New Hampshire 

& Vermont’s 
Premier Event 

Supplier

Your Wedding… Your Day…your wayPremarital 
Counseling

PHOTOS COURTESY OF PASTOR JIM PROCTOR

Pastor Jim Proctor and his wife of 35 
years, Caryl Proctor.

Pastor Jim Proctor’s own wedding to his 
wife Caryl in 1983. 
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all about 
flowers

elegantly vermont

request an appointment ...
196 EASTERN AVENUE | ST. JOHNSBURY, VERMONT

802-748-5656       800-499-6565
ALL-ABOUT-FLOWERS@HOTMAIL.COM

ALLABOUTFLOWERSFLORIST.COM

THE ARMSTRONGS
I was impressed by his dedication to his work and his re-

lationship with family. He’s just a very genuinely nice guy. 
And I really love his family, so that was a bonus – to be able 
to love your in-laws!

Alicia & Erik

THE STEELES
We could talk to each other about everything. And being friends 

I think is a big, big plus. I had no secrets with him.
He got interested in Bosnian culture and showed that he cares. 

He started to learn the language. He made me feel so comfort-
able, he always made me feel at home. That’s part of Bosnian 
culture – that when somebody comes to your house, you make 
them feel at home.

Of course we were attracted to each other, but that doesn’t 
mean anything when you’re not mentally attracted to somebody.

We could talk to each other about everything. And being friends 

Dajana & Dennis

THE KINGS
I just felt wrong if I was 

with anyone else. And he 
was becoming more of a 
man as time went on and I 
knew he wanted to change 
for the better of both of us.

THE DeWITTS
We’re best friends. We 

really knew each other 
well. We’re respectful of 
each other and kind to each 
other, and just really try to 
do the best for each other.

Jaimie & Zachary Miranda & James

THE RUDDYS
Patrick – The family values were quite a shared thing be-

tween the two of us. We were friends fi rst. And we’ve be-
come lovers and a partnership. We’re teammates. Ashley is 
the ying to my disorganized yang.

Ashley – As organized as I am, I can also be quite highly 
strung. And Patrick is quite relaxed and calm, and it brings 
me down in a healthy way. I knew pretty early on that Pat-
rick was rare, in that everything about him was goodness. 
My dad is a good man and that’s what I wanted for myself. 
I’ve always wanted to be a mother and that’s what I want 
for my future children. I defi nitely made the right decision.

 – The family values were quite a shared thing be-

Ashley & Patrick

THE McDANIELS
Seth – I felt like she was the 

one and I had to have her.
Mikayla – He just got me, so 

we grew really strong together.

Mikayla & Seth

Knowing They’re The One
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Northern Vermont
Located in and serving the 
Northeast Kingdom since 1991
For a beautiful wedding and reception, 
our extensive rental collection includes:
• Tidewater Sailcloth Tents with Clear Sides
• Beautiful white traditional-style wedding tents with 

cathedral “French window” sidewalls.
• White New Century Tents (High Peaks) with cathedral  

“French window”sidewalls.
• Elegant white wooden chairs with padded seats
• Tables in a wide variety of sizes
• Classic white & ivory Samsonite chairs
• Dance floors
• Catering Supplies – Convection ovens, grills, etc.
• Complete brand new china and flatware service
• Portable tent heaters
• Glassware – Stemware & barware
• Linens to suit your every need, including skirting and napkins
• Specialty lighting for evening receptions and more.

www.northernvermonttentrental.com

Tent Rental

NVT@together.net • 802-744-6502

NORTHERN VERMONT TENT RENTAL
4712 Vt. Route 100 • Newport, Vt. 05855

YOU’LL LOVE THE QUALITY &CLEANLINESS OFOUR TENTS ANDOUR ATTENTION TO DETAILS.

If you’re looking for Style, Selection,
Quality, Value and Great Service then

Betty Dee Fashions
is your

bridal store.
Shop top

designers such
as

Rebecca Ingram,
Allure Bridal,

Mori Lee,
Bonny Bridal

& more.

www.shopbettydeesonline.com
www.bettydeesonlineshop.com

87 Main Street, Berlin, NH • 603.752.5141
Hours: Tuesday-Friday 10-5 & Saturday 10-4

BETTY DEE
FA S H I O N S

Advice As You Begin Planning

THE RUDDYS
Patrick – Make music at the event the biggest pri-

ority. And a lot of people can get overwhelmed by the 
occasion and forget to enjoy themselves. That’s the most 
important thing.

Ashley – Take a hard look at your in-
ner circle and don’t veer too far from 
that in your guest list. To decide 
who fi t that, I asked myself: who 
of my friends and family if they 
were coming to London would 
I invite to stay at my home? If 
they’re going to stay in my guest 
room, they’re in my inner circle. 
If I want to spend a day with them 
but not invite them to stay with 

me, they’re not inner circle.

THE McDANIELS
Seth – I personally could have 
helped out a lot more than I had. It 

probably would have made it a 
little less stressful for her.

Mikayla – Don’t yell at 
each other. It’s not worth it. 
Talk through something in-
stead of raising voices. Wed-
ding planning can be stressful, 
but you don’t want to take it 
out on the person you love 
the most. I did a few times 
and I very much regret it.

THE STEELES
Dajana – Have a larger budget than you think be-

cause it always ends up more. It’s expensive to have 
a wedding and everything costs so much - everything 
costs triple what you would 
think. Until you’re exposed 
to it, you don’t know. We 
had it all pretty much 
paid by the time the 
wedding was here. 
That’s the best thing if 
you can, because then 
you don’t stress about 
how you’re going to 
pay for it and you can 

enjoy it more.
THE CHAFFEES

Jennifer – Get other peo-
ple’s opinions on things. I 
think it really helps having 
other people that were mar-
ried. Mike and I are young 
and most of the friends in our 
wedding hadn’t been married 
yet, so we couldn’t ask them 
for advice. We went to a cou-
ple weddings this summer, 
so we really observed things to see 
how we wanted to do things.

THE ARMSTRONGS
Erik – Have a time line to fol-

low.
Alicia – People will 
have certain visions 
of your wedding. But 
remember it’s your 
wedding and if there’s 
something you really 
want or something you 
want to happen in a cer-
tain way, you should 
do it your way so you 
don’t have regrets.

Seth – I personally could have 
helped out a lot more than I had. It 

probably would have made it a 
little less stressful for her.

ding planning can be stressful, 

Mikayla & Seth

costs triple what you would 
think. Until you’re exposed 
to it, you don’t know. We 

Dajana & Dennis

 – Take a hard look at your in-
ner circle and don’t veer too far from 
that in your guest list. To decide 

Ashley & Patrick

low.
Alicia
have certain visions 
of your wedding. But 
remember it’s your 

want or something you 
want to happen in a cer-

Alicia & Erik

Jennifer & Michael
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THE DeWITTS
Jaimie – Start early 

and make sure you 
know what you 
want your budget to 
be and know if any-
one is going to be 
able to contribute, 
so you can fi gure out 
what’s important 
for you to have for 

vendors.

THE BENNETTS
Chelsea – I’ve been to and 
in weddings where the bride 

is just a hot mess all day 
long, stressed out and 
freaking out about it. 
You wasted your entire 
wedding day freaking 
out about things you 
have no control over! 
At the end of the day 
you need to be married. 
That’s the point. That’s 

the one thing you need to focus on. 
Let the other details come and go.

THE KINGS
James – Give yourself enough time to 

plan - about a year.
Miranda – I 

would say the 
same thing, 
but my 
definition 
of enough 
time would 
be at least 
six months.

Meet The DeWitts

Jaimie and Zachary DeWitt got married on the date they 
had long been planning, but it was their second wed-
ding. Due to personal circumstances, they’d needed to 

have a simple civil ceremony one year earlier.
Having already learned that life as a couple could be both 

challenging and joyful, they wanted to make sure they had 
something to see them through both.

“We had my brother make us a memory chest. Every year 
now we write love letters to each other to open on the next an-
niversary date. And it also has a bottle 
of wine in there,” she explained. 
“So it can either be opened each 
anniversary and we can share 
the bottle of wine and read 
each other’s love letters and 
put the new ones in, or we 
can open it in a hard time. If 
we were ever to go through a 
diffi  cult time, we could open 
it and read our love letters to 
each other and remind our-
selves of how much we care 
about each other.”

The idea came to her from watching other couples do sand 
ceremonies at their weddings. “That’s a one-time thing, but I 
really wanted something that could collect memories through-
out the years,” she said.

She also wanted her guests to be able to take home some-
thing that would last.

She found a succulent nursery in California that provided 
a bunch of baby succulents. She got some votive glasses, soil 
and pebbles. She ordered personalized stickers on Etsy with 
their names, wedding date, and the words “Let love grow.”

“Everyone got those to take home so they could plant 
them,” Jaimie said.
Old – The pearl earrings my mom wore to her wedding
Borrowed – My mom let me borrow her deceased moth-

er’s diamond necklace
New – A second set of earrings to match the ones my mom 

gave me as my something old. I wore the new earrings in my 
fi rst set of pierc-
ings and the old 
earrings in my 
second set of 
piercings.
Blue – A pair 

of underwear 
with blue rhine-
stones

niversary date. And it also has a bottle 
of wine in there,” she explained. 
“So it can either be opened each 

Jaimie & Zachary

THE DeWITTS
 – Start early 

Jaimie & Zachary

Chelsea
in weddings where the bride 

is just a hot mess all day 
long, stressed out and 

out about things you 
have no control over! 

Chelsea & Herbie

 – I 
would say the 
same thing, 

Miranda & James
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Sunday, March 18
Burke Moutain, Burke , Vermont

12:00 - 
3:00pm

myNEevent.com
ORDER Online today!

603.708.1318

Vermont’s Best

WIN a HONEYMOON! Plus thousands of dollars in giveways! 
Visit with area vendors - from DJ’s to bakeries - all here to help you plan your big day! 

Wedding Showcase

N
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Be one the first 100 
brides to receive a FREE 

TRIP by pre-ordering 
your ticket!  

Thousands of dollars in 
door prizes, along with 

TWO GRAND PRIZES!!! 
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Be one the first 100 
brides to receive a FREE 

TRIP by pre-ordering 
your ticket!  

Thousands of dollars in 
door prizes, along with 

TWO GRAND PRIZES!!! 

Meet The Armstrongs

Erik proposed to Alicia when they were out for 
a special fi ve-course dinner in Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire, they had won at a silent auction.

“Erik went to culinary school and we both love cook-
ing and eating delicious food,” Alicia said. “The chef 
came out with diff erent dishes and our waitress was really 
nice. A guy was playing the piano and a guy was playing 
stand-up bass.”

They knew they’d be drinking that evening, so Alicia’s 
parents had dropped them off  and picked them up. Erik 
had already gotten their permission to ask Alicia to marry 
him, so it was extra special to share the engagement with 
them right after it happened.

The couple wrote their own ceremony and had a friend 
marry them.

“We were really happy with it,” Alicia said. “I did a lot 
of research online and took ideas from diff erent ceremo-
nies that I liked. Erik and I wrote our vows that day before 
the ceremony, after the fi rst look [photos].”
Old – Handkerchiefs and jewelry from my great-grand-

mother
New – My dress
Borrowed – Erik’s mom’s veil from her wedding
Blue – I love fi shing and the seamstress who altered 

my dress added a little fi sh detail on the lower part of my 
back in blue

Alicia & Erik

THE DeWITTS
We had originally planned to have our wedding this 

year, but for personal reasons we had to do it a year 
sooner (in 2016). So we decided to have a small civil 
ceremony with our immediate family only, and we let 
them know that we were still planning to have our big 
wedding this year. We had the big wedding on the one-
year anniversary of our “elopement.” It worked out fi ne.

Choosing The Wedding Date

THE ARMSTRONGS
The date chose us! Erik’s sister 

posted something from the Alerin 
Barn on Facebook saying the date 
was available. I was like - let’s 
just go look at it. We showed up 
and it was just the perfect place. 
It was the middle of winter and 
freezing, and I was still crying. 
It was the most beautiful barn 
without even being decorated.

After “Will you marry me?” the next obvious question is “When?”

THE CHAFFEES
Mike’s family is really big into dirt track 

racing. Last year was the only year Mike didn’t 
race, and he’s going to race again this year. His 
uncle and cousin both race at the local speed-
way. So we got married the weekend after the 
last race. It couldn’t be during the race season 
because he races every Saturday night!

Jaimie & Zachary

uncle and cousin both race at the local speed-

Jennifer & Michael
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While a wedding 
photographer is a 
given, some local 

couples also opt to have videos 
made of their big day.

One local videography outfi t 
is The Wedding Dudes in St. 
Johnsbury, run by Nate Somers 
and Mike Deterling.

“Being outside, shooting peo-
ple having a good time is enjoy-
able,” said Deterling.

We asked the Dudes about 
what couples should know if 
they choose to do a wedding 
video.

“Ideally we like to have 
a rough list of what time things are going to take place 
throughout the day,” said Deterling. “We have wireless audio 
gear that we’re using throughout the day to make sure we get 
good audio for the ceremony and the reception and toasts.”

“Prior to the wedding date, we really stress with the bride 
and groom the importance of having a list of events, which 
they’re usually really good at giving to us. We usually talk 
to the wedding planner, if there is one,” added Somers. “As 
long as everybody stays in good communication and we 
have a rundown of events, we 
can do a good job.”

While many weddings are 
made up of a number of standard 
elements, the Dudes said it’s im-
portant for a videographer to 
know ahead of time about any-
thing special or unusual that will 
happen so they can be prepared.

“We try to be unobtrusive 
during your wedding day,” said 
Deterling. “We try not to inter-
rupt too much, and get nice shots 
while they’re enjoying their day. 
It’s just for them to be them-
selves and enjoy their wedding.”

After the wedding, the Dudes 
send a DVD to the couple with 
an initial draft of the footage. 
The couple can request edits - 
whether it’s a song, or a particu-
lar shot they want adjusted.

Another popular thing that 
videographers are off ering is 
a bite-size version of the wed-
ding video that is perfect for 
Facebook. “It’s usually less than 
three minutes long,” explained 
Deterling. “Almost every bride 
and groom now wants to have 
that, so they post it on social 
media.”

In order to fi nd the right vid-
eographer for your wedding, the 
Dudes suggest meeting them in 
person and viewing their demos. 
Review the contract and make 
sure your comfortable with the 
terms and read online reviews.

Shear Sensations
Salon & Spa

We also offer:

• Facials
• Pedicures/Manicures

• Body Massage
• Waxing

• Eyelash Extensions

shearsensationsvt.com
102 Depot Steet
Lyndonville, Vt. 
802-626-8200

Hours: Mon-Fri. 9am-8pm • Sat. 9am-3pm

Call for Bridal Packages for Hair and Make-up.
We will travel to your site.

Shear Sensations

Meet The Kings

James and Miranda met at the 
Kiwanis pool in 2012, when she 
was a high school freshman and 

he was a sophomore.
“I was interested in his best friend, 

and he was interested in my best friend. 
Then we ended up splitting apart from 
those people and ended up talking 
ourselves. It just went off  from there,” 
said Miranda.”We heard all through-

out high school that we were the cutest couple.”
They’ve heard plenty of people say that they’re young to get 

married, but they were both ready to take the plunge.
“It’s not about what everybody else 

thinks, it’s what we want,” said James.
James proposed at the Caledonia 

County Fair, a place they enjoy going 
together every year.

“We went on the Ferris Wheel. When 
we got to the top, I asked her,” he said.

“I was waiting for him to pop the 
question, but I wasn’t expecting him to 
do it that day!” said Miranda.

Old – My shoes
New – My jewelry
Borrowed – My dress

Blue – My garter

and he was interested in my best friend. 

Miranda & James

The Keys To A Wedding Video

A still from the video The Wedding Dudes made 
for Alicia and Erik Armstrong’s wedding. (Video 
still courtesy of The Wedding Dudes)

Everything You Need 
For Your Special Day!

 
 

Visit our tuxedo and bridal accessory room

AN AFFAIR TO REMEMBER

A Complete Professional & Personal Kitchen Store

y roomVisit our tuxedo and bridal accessor

A Complete Professional & Personal Kitchen Store

 
 

 
  

y room

A Complete Professional & Personal Kitchen Store

 
 

 
  

A Complete Professional & Personal Kitchen Store

 
 

 
  

A Complete Professional & Personal Kitchen Store

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
  

C
yan M

agenta Yellow
 B

lack

A13



14 |  Weddings The Record | 2018

Celebrate your wedding at the

Old Stone House Museum
in scenic Brownington, Vermont

The Old Stone House grounds are a unique and beautiful place for celebrations. We offer many
options for ceremony and reception sites. We have multiple buildings, beautifully restored and fit
for entertaining with catering kitchens. On our 50+ acres of rolling hills, gardens, orchards,
pond, barns, patio, observatory with amazing 360 views and fields, you are sure to find the
perfect spot for your special day. We also provide space in The Samuel Read Hall House for the
wedding party preparations, and accommodations can also be made available to the Bride and
Groom. You can choose to design your day a la carte by hiring your own vendors or DIYing each
detail or you can work with our staff for a more all-inclusive event. 
We can provide tents and tables for weddings with up to 75 guests. We can provide set-up and
clean-up, food and beverage service, and shuttling service.
We would love to work with you to bring your dreams to reality. Please contact us to discuss how
we can help make your wedding spectacular!

www.oldstonehousemuseum.org • 802-754-2002

PHOTO: COREY HENDRICKSON

Photo: Corey Hendrickson

Adventures In Budgeting

Meet The Bennetts

“We met in high school in 2005. We dated 
for a while then parted ways.” 

When they got back together, they 
got serious and Chelsea became pregnant in March 
2010. Herbie asked her to marry him in April 2010. 
But the wedding never happened. “In our heads we 
knew we were going to be together for the rest of our 
lives. But it was too much to do a wedding. I became a 
stay-at-home-mom, so doing a wedding on one income 
while raising a child made no sense.”

In 2011 they bought a house and had their second 
child in 2014. It fi nally made sense 
this year to get married.

“My best friend married us and 
she wrote our vows. She incorporat-
ed a lot of our lifestyle stuff  into the 
vows, like joking about when milk 
prices are really low. The calf walked 
down the aisle during our ceremony 
- she said our growing love is like 
what the calf needs and you have to 
nurture and take care of it.”
Old – My engagement ring
New – I had in my head that I 

wanted a big gaudy necklace, so my 
mother found a gorgeous stone lay-
ered necklace
Borrowed – My boots
Blue – I had my daughter write 

our last name on a piece of paper and 
the seamstress who altered my dress 
embroidered her handwriting in blue 
on the inside of my dress

e met in high school in 2005. We dated 

Chelsea & Herbie

It’s the big question for 
every couple: how much 
money will we spend on 
our wedding? Here are 
some of the factors that 
aff ected the bottom line 
for our couples.

Jaimie & Zachary

Budgeting

Jennifer & Michael

THE DeWITTS
Second-guessing 

decisions – I hired 
our photogra-
pher for a smaller 
package, so he 
wasn’t there for 
as much time. He 
was so great that I 
wish I’d hired him 
for the full day. THE CHAFFEES

Crafty friends – I paid for all our sun-
fl owers at Four Corners Farm in Newbury, 
Vermont. Then my friend Savannah went 
to Walmart and got roses and baby’s breath 
and burlap. She made all the bouquets and 
the fl owers on the tables with that, and I 
only spent about $200 on fl owers.

Mounting costs – I think we would have 
stuck with our budget … well, maybe we 
wouldn’t have. Having that many people 
with food, it’s expensive. When we thought 
we were going to do the tent and tables and 
chairs [rather than renting a venue], that 
would have been $4,500 [of the original 
$6,000 budget]. It’s just expensive to get married.
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THE RUDDYS
We never said, “We have X 

amount to spend.” We started call-
ing around and getting quotes to 
get an idea of what the event we 
wanted would cost. Then things 
started ballooning from there.

Where she found savings – 
Rental chairs. “Between the cer-
emony and reception we needed 
350 chairs. Chiavari Chairs are 
just stupid expensive. They are 
$8 per chair versus the wooden 

chairs that we had that were $3.75 a chair.”

THE STEELES
Phone a friend – A 

woman at work had 
all the decorations 
and I bought it from 
her. She never used 
it – she never ended 
up getting married. 
She was willing to 
help me out and I 
got it for a decent 
price.

Meet The Steeles

Dajana is originally 
from Bosnia and 
wanted to incor-

porate her home culture 
and wedding traditions 
into the ceremony.

“We had one of our 
friends greet everyone with 
plum schnapps. That’s a 
tradition in Bosnia that ev-
eryone gets to have a shot 
of that when they arrive. 
Then we had a whole table set up with bot- tles of 
plum schnapps. We also chose a lot of Bosnian music 

for the DJ to play. Our 
fi rst dance song was 
Bosnian.”

There is also a little 
playacting that happens 
at Bosnian weddings 
between the bride and 
her new mother-in-law. 
“The mother-in-law 
gives the bride a glass of 
wine. And then the bride 
drinks it and throws it 
over her shoulder, and 
that’s supposed to bring 
luck to the couple.”

ajana is originally 
from Bosnia and 

Dajana & Dennis

Mikayla & Seth

 – A 

Dajana & Dennis

Chelsea & Herbie

We never said, “We have X 
amount to spend.” We started call-

Ashley & Patrick

Alicia & Erik

Miranda & James

THE McDANIELS
Suggestion for sav-

ings – Do a potluck 
over having a caterer. It 
saves so much money! 
Family members are 
always willing to bake 
something. Especially 
ask people you’re close 
to to make their special 
dish that they’re good 
at and known for.

Where they splurged – We had a very pret-
ty background, dangling lights from the ceiling 
down to the fl oor with tulle in front of the lights 
with a purple ribbon going around the outside, so 
when you turned it on it was really elegant.

THE KINGS
Cash management – We 

had a plan - we had a 
certain amount com-
ing out of checks each 
week that we would 
put aside. Then each 
week we would get 
something diff erent. 
So one week we put 
aside $300 for the 
cake. And then if 
we didn’t spend that 
much we pocketed 
the rest.

Willing to pay for tradition – I wanted to get 
married at the Barnet Congregational Church 
because that’s where my great-grandparents 
and my parents got married. That was one thing 
I was willing to spend any amount of money on.

THE BENNETTS
Priorities – We got the big things 

out of the way fi rst: tents, tables 
and chairs. Then there was the 
cake, which I paid a lot for but 
that’s what I wanted. Same 
with the DJ and photogra-
pher. I wanted to do the food 
myself, so we raised our own 
pig and then a friend of ours 
smoked it for us for a pig roast 
and we did a potluck. We’ve 
lived together for 10 years, so 
there wasn’t anything I want-
ed for wedding gifts. On our invitations we said that 
instead of bringing a gift, bring food to share.

THE ARMSTRONGS
Phone time – We tried to get the 

lowest cost for everything. I spent 
a lot of time on the phone. Erik 
and I are both big into not spend-
ing money frivolously. My mom 
did all the fl owers, my family 
did the desserts.

Just looks expensive – Some-
thing that might have looked 
extravagant that wasn’t super 
expensive was the horse and car-

riage at our wedding. I really like antique-look-
ing things. A lot of people who do it are really 
expensive, but we found somebody local (Hayden 
Tanner) who has a carriage and Belgian horses.
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		  Budgeted	 Vendor Estimate	 Actual
Apparel	 			 
	 Bridal Gown	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Veil/Headpiece	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Alterations	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Bride’s Shoes	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Bride’s Hosiery	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Bride’s Garter	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Jewelry	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Groom’s Suit	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Groom’s Shoes	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Engagement Rings	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Wedding Rings	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Other	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Total Apparel:	 __________	 __________	 __________

Flowers/Decorations				  
	 Bridal Bouquet	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Bridesmaid Bouquets	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Boutonnières	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Corsages	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Ceremony Flowers	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Flower Girl Buds	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Ring Pillow	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Pew Decorations	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Table Decorations	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Reception Decorations	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Lighting	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Candles	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Balloons	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Other	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Total Flowers:	 __________	 __________	 __________

Reception			 
	 Venue Rental	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Table/Chair Rental	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Food	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Drinks	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Linens	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Cake	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Favors	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Staff And Gratuities	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Other	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Total Reception:	 __________	 __________	 __________

Ceremony			 
	 Site Fee	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Officiant Fee	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Other	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Total Ceremony:	 __________	 __________	 __________

Transportation			 
	 Limousine Rental	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Out-Of-Towners	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Parking	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Other	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Total Transportation:	 __________	 __________	 __________

		  Budgeted	 Vendor Estimate	 Actual
Photography/
Videography			 
	 Formals	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Candids	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Extra Prints	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Photo Albums	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Videography	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Other	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Total Photography:	 __________	 __________	 __________

Music				  
	 Ceremony Music	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Cocktail-Hour Music	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Reception Music	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Sound System Rental	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Dance Floor Rental	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Other	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Total Music:	 __________	 __________	 __________

Favors & Gifts			 
	 Hotel Gift Bags	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Attendant Gifts	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Bride/Groom Gifts	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Gifts For Parents	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Gifts For Readers, Etc.	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Other	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Total Gifts:	 __________	 __________	 __________

Stationery			 
	
	 Save The Date Cards	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Invitations/RSVPs	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Programs	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Seating Place Cards	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Menu Cards	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Thank You Notes	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Postage	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Guest Book	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Reception Napkins	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Calligraphy	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Other	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Total Stationery:	 __________	 __________	 __________

Other Expenses			 
	 Wedding Coordinator	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Rehearsal Dinner	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Engagement Party	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Showers	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Salon Appointments	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Stag/Hen Parties	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Brunch	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Hotel Rooms	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Other	 __________	 __________	 __________
	 Total Other Expenses:	 __________	 __________	 __________

Grand Total:	 __________	 __________	 __________

Budget Worksheet
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One of the benefits of booking your 
wedding at a resort like Jay Peak is 
that part of what you’re paying for is a 

wedding coordinator who will help you to plan 
your wedding day.

We spoke with Jason Bertrand and Meg Los-
comb at Jay Peak to get an idea of how that pro-
cess rolls out (keeping in mind that every venue 
and every wedding coordinator is different.)

First thing to know: there’s a difference be-
tween a wedding coordinator and a wedding 
planner. According to Bertrand, a coordinator is 
attached to a particular property; a planner can 
help you look at multiple properties and choose 
the one that’s best for you.

“They say, I have a certain budget and I need 
certain things,” Bertrand said. “We’ll work with 
them in that process of helping them get ready 
for their wedding here at the resort.”

When you make the initial phone call to a 
resort or other all-inclusive venue, you can ex-
pect to talk about venue fees and menu fees. The 
coordinator is likely to ask for a guesstimate of 
your head count so they can help you choose an 
appropriate space and better approximate the 
fees involved.

“It’s very preliminary,” said Bertrand of that 
first phone call. “Asking about our property, ask-
ing about what we have to offer.”

The next step is visiting the venue to take a 

tour of the property including accommodations 
and ceremony and reception sites. Jay Peak of-
fers periodic on-site wedding expos (they call 
them “tastings”) that include both food tastings 
and a meet-and-greet with their preferred ven-
dors.

Speaking of vendors, the venue has estab-
lished relationships with a variety of vendors 
whom they recommend. “Those are vendors we 
have personally selected that know our property 
and know our coordinators,” Bertrand said. “We 
don’t have to think twice about them showing 
up because we’re always in constant communi-
cation with them.”

At Jay Peak, the couple is required to book 
their own vendors, but their coordinator will 
help with drafting emails, etc. The coordinator 
can also help with writing a time line for the 
wedding day, narrowing the guest list, and other 
tasks.

While Bertrand said that they suggest book-
ing your venue a year to 18 months in advance, 
Loscomb told us that they can pull an event to-
gether in as little as a month when necessary.

On the day of the event, the coordinator will 
be present to see the couple through the festiv-
ities.

“We’re behind the scenes making sure all the 
vendors are arriving and setting up okay, making 
sure the food is on track,” Bertrand said. “If they 

have an outdoor wedding, we’re keeping an eye 
on the hourly forecast and preparing the backup 
location if need be.”

“We might be with the bride fluffing her dress 

and making her feel special,” Bertrand contin-
ued. “When she walks down the aisle, that’s 
where we duck into the shadows.”

info.allaroundrental@gmail.com

802-748-7841
www.allaroundrental.com

Route 5 North, St. Johnsbury, VT

A Great Reception Begins 
With The Perfect Tent!

We will work with you to choose exactly the 
right supplies for your wedding.

Tents • Tables • Chairs • Dance Floors • Grills • Party Supplies 

OPEN: Monday-Friday 7-5:30 
Saturday 8-4 • Sunday 9-1

The Benefits Of Hiring A Wedding Coordinator

A bride rides the chairlift at Jay Peak Resort on her wedding day. (Photo courtesy of Jay 
Peak Resort) C
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John S. Grisham, DDS

Meet The Ruddys

It was completely unlikely that Ashley and Patrick would meet. They were from diff erent 
continents, both traveling to New York City for a quick weekend.

“We randomly sat next to each other at a restaurant for lunch,” said Ashley.
“I saw this attractive lady next to me and I needed to come up with something so I asked, 

‘Where is good to go shopping around here?’” said Patrick.
“It’s a terrible line,” laughed Ashley. “But I can’t say it wasn’t successful.” That was in Novem-

ber 2012.
The British man and the Vermont woman spent the weekend hanging out together in New York, 

but neither had any thought that it would turn into anything.
“I honestly thought I would never see him again,” Ashley said. “I had no interest in a long 

distance relationship.”
Six months later, she got a message from Patrick. “You’re going to think this is slightly crazy, 

but since I met you in November I try to go out on dates with other girls and all I can think of is 
you,” he said. “I know this sounds crazy, but would you entertain seeing me again?”

Ashley turned him down for months, until one week when she’d had a terrible week at work and 
needed a distraction. “I was like, fi ne, where can we meet?”

Their second “date” was a long weekend in Miami. Then they met in France for a ski trip with 
friends.

“That’s when I knew,” Ashley said. “It was such a rom-com night. We were in the middle of a 
snowstorm in Chamonix. We were both in tears, crying about how could we ever make this work?”

For the next couple years they had a trans-Atlantic courtship, seeing each other about once every 
fi ve weeks and racking up a planeload of frequent fl ier miles.

“Marriage was a theme of our relationship quite early on because of the nature of the relation-
ship,” Ashley said. “If one of us was going to have to uproot our life to see if this was going to 
work, we had to be honest that the reason that’s happening is because we’re checking to see if this 
could be marriage.”

During his time in Lyndonville, Patrick began to fall in love with Vermont. “Both my parents 
are Irish and I saw a lot of similarities in the Vermont and Irish way. I can’t put my fi nger on it, but 
it’s the people.”

Finally, it was time to take the next step: living together. Ashley’s job is more portable, so she 
moved to London.

That’s when they knew: “This is not just a vacation thing, it’s sustainable,” said Patrick.
For Patrick, asking Ashley’s parents for permission to become engaged was a big deal. “I think 

usually those conversations are a fait accompli. But this was like, I understand this isn’t an ideal 
situation for you, as her parents, given the distance we live. But this is how I see it working in the 
future, and reassuring them that they and Vermont would remain an important part of our lives.”

Now the couple splits their time between London and Vermont.

Ashley & Patrick

Alicia & Erik

Getting The Shot
THE RUDDYS

We didn’t want to spend the day taking 
photographs. We told the photographer 
that was the goal. I had done a spread-
sheet of who we needed to get photos of. 
Because Patrick has such a large family, at 
the hotel before his family even got trans-
ported to the wedding site we did a photo 
session with one of the photographers with 
his family. So we got those out of the way 
before they even came to the ceremony. 
We did the same with my family. And we 
did my photo session before the ceremony 
as well. So after the ceremony, as everyone 
was walking [down the 
hill from the ceremo-
ny to the recep-
tion], we snuck 
away for 20 
minutes and 
did the rest of 
the photos.

Do you want a fi rst look photo session? Should all pho-
tos happen during the cocktail hour? Choosing where 
photos fi t in your time line can aff ect the whole day.

THE ARMSTRONGS
We did a fi rst look before the ceremony - I’m not a superstitious person.
We really wanted a lot of family photos, so we scheduled in time to do that. Our photog-

rapher helped us with scheduling stuff  to make sure we got in all the pictures we wanted.
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111 MAIN ST., LITTLETON, NH 03561 • TEL. (603)444-6469 • WWW.THAYERSINN.COM

Rooms « Restaurant « Pub « Events
40 Seat Function Room Available

Are you looking for
space for a wedding
reception, meeting

or event?
We can help.

We are happy to host
smaller informal dinner

events in our
Grille 111 Restaurant

or gatherings and
private dinners of up to
40 people in one of our

function rooms.

Please call
603-444-6469 or email
events@thayersinn.com

for more details 
and availability.

and

Meet The McDaniels

“We got my uncle to get one of those day passes where he could marry us. 
He made up our vows and a unique ceremony. He put both of us into 
it. My husband is a gamer and I’m a country girl, so he made Seth vow 

to put aside the games and actually come outside 
with me!” Mikayla said.

The McDaniels have heard some surprise over 
how young they are to get married. But they’d al-
ready been living together for a year before get-
ting married and are confi dent in their choices.

“Our family can’t say much because a lot of 
them are 10 years or 12 years 

apart!” Miranda joked.
Old – My great 

g r a n d m o t h e r ’ s 
brooch and her side 
purse
Borrowed and 

Blue – My sister’s 
blue sparkly shoes

New – My 
wedding dress

them are 10 years or 12 years 
apart!” Miranda joked.

Old
g r a n d m o t h e r ’ s 
brooch and her side 

blue sparkly shoes

Mikayla & Seth

Chelsea & Herbie

THE BENNETTS
My husband wanted to milk the cows the day of our 

wedding regardless. I told him if I got there before 
him, he’d have to walk down the aisle with my par-
ents!

So we did all the photos after. We just had every-
one go and eat so we could do the pictures. By the 
time we got there, everyone had just fi nished going 
through the line and was just sitting down to eat, so 
we grabbed our food.
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Choose the finest flowers 
for your special day from
Riff Flower Shop

202 Main St. • Lancaster, N.H.

Serving Brides in the North Country for over 30 years.
We do it your way!

603-788-4681 • 1-800-865-9332

Azalea Sun
• Tanning • Facials • Body Scrubs

• Massage (by appt.)
Custom packages

for you & your bridal party.
Call for your appointment today.

15 Hill Street • Danville, VT 802.684.3939

Boss Limo’z
Life’s short … Ride like a Boss!

Edward Paquin / Owner

Alterations
• Bridal • Prom

Prompt Turnaround Time

50 MAIN ST. – LITTLETON, NH 
603-444-6555

Wednesday- Saturday 11:00-5:00

Specializing in …

Just You
Park Street, Stewartstown, NH

603-246-8824

Joanne Rancourt, Proprieter

JOANNE’S JOANNE’S
S A L O N

Paul Mitchell Focus Salon

Added Attractions Added Attractions ELECTROLYSIS
By Kathy Norris - Licensed

The Only Approved Method of Permanent Hair Removal
for Men and Women

CONFIDENTIAL • PRIVATE • COMFORTABLE ATMOSPHERE
Call Now For Free Consultation

Gift Certificates

802-626-9776
Rte. 5, 5839 Memorial Drive, Lyndon, Vt.

While some couples choose to make 
their wedding an adults-only aff air, some 
of our couples made a concerted eff ort to 
incorporate children into their big day.

How To Incorporate The Children
THE BENNETTS

My daughter wanted to be 
the fl ower girl, so we had to 
get married while she was 
still young enough. Then 
my son, who was two-
and-a-half at the time, and 
he was also going to be a 
fl ower girl like his sister. 
He thought if this is what 
my sister is doing, this is 

what I’m supposed to be doing too.
We had an adult-only reception after 9 p.m. I 

can’t get out of kid-mode as long as there are kids 
around, so in order to sit back and have fun, the kids 
had to go!

Mikayla & Seth

Jaimie & Zachary

the fl ower girl, so we had to 

and-a-half at the time, and 

Chelsea & Herbie

Ashley & Patrick

THE DeWITTS
I told people kids were fi ne, but 

that I didn’t have any 
children’s activi-
ties planned. A 
lot of people 
didn’t bring 
their chil-
dren be-
cause they 
wanted a 
night out for 
themselves.

THE RUDDYS
We really wanted children 

at the wedding. We did a 
whole children’s area and 
had chaperones that I hired 
under a separate children’s 
tent. The caterer did box 
dinners for them. They got 
to play lawn games and 
stuff  during speeches they 
would fi nd boring.

THE McDANIELS
We had bubbles and cray-

ons on the table, and a play 
area outside with a little 
bounce house. There was a lot 
of space for kids to run around 
and they were also on the 
dance fl oor. It made the day!
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The Perfect Place
for Your Special Event

Allow us to make your Wedding or Special Event outstanding.
We have the following at our lodge:

• Main function hall: 290 capacity
• Professional kitchen & catering available
• Separate function rooms
• 3 separate parking lots and RV hookups & parking

We can offer:
• Brunch Buffets • Sit-Down Dinners
• Cocktail Parties • Corporate Events

Contact us today at 603-444-5744,
we look forward to making your “Special” day
extraordinary in every way.

The Littleton Elk’s Lodge #1831

Littleton, NH

485 Lafayette Street, St. Johnsbury, VT • 802-748-3964
www.framingformat.com

The Framing Format & Gallery

• Conservation Framing For Your 
Wedding Photos

• Shadow Boxes for Wedding Keepsakes
• Signature Mats & Frames

• Gift Certificates

Meet The Chaff ees

Jennifer and Michael had been together since 2009 
and had two kids together before fi nally getting 
married in September of 2017.

So after all that time, why change their status now?
“The kids started school and it bugged me that I didn’t 

have their last name,” Jennifer said. “We were planning 
on staying together forever.”

They originally planned to get married in 2018, but 
Jennifer realized that she wouldn’t start planning without 

a deadline, so they moved it up a year. “We said, let’s just do it 
and get it out of the way!”

Old – I asked my grandmother to bor-
row her pearls. She had a set 
of pearls that my grandfather 
had given her, and he’s passed 
away now. I wore those and 
they were a blueish/gray, so 
they matched the girls’ dress-
es. My grandmother ended 
up giving them to me, so they 
weren’t borrowed.
New – My dress and garter
Borrowed – My hair exten-

sions!
Blue – I had on blue under-

wear.

Jennifer & Michael

THE CHAFFEES
Children were integral to the Chaff ees wedding: their 3-year-old son Braxton was the ring bearer 

and their 6-year-old son Cameron was a groomsman. But when it came time to walk down the aisle, 
Braxton was having none of it.

“He would not let me put him down,” Jennifer said. “I had to walk down the aisle carrying him! 
During the vows I was holding him. But it was fi ne. I fi gured if I put him down he was going to 
scream, so this was probably the easiest way.”

In addition to their own sons, the couple has numerous nieces and nephews. “We had a little table 
set up - the kids table - for coloring and stuff  like that. But they ended up running around outside. I 
don’t think any of them colored! There were tons of fi elds and they just ran around and played. There 
wasn’t one argument all night, they played so well.”
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Love Belongs Here

Courtesy Photo: Ray Richer

Love Belongs Here

Make a
memory

at
“Vermont’s

most
photographed

church.”

The Olde Meeting House – Peacham, Vermont
Please visit our website at www.peachamchurch.org

or call our Senior Minister, Dr. Potter at 802-626-8075.

Ashley & Patrick

Finding The Dress & The Right Attire
For many brides, fi nding THE 

dress is what makes the whole 
wedding experience begin to feel 
real. Here is how some of our cou-
ples found the clothing that would 
be forever memorialized in photos.

THE RUDDYS
Ashley had a dress made in Lon-

don by an Irish designer, in honor 
of her new home. “I was thrilled. 
It was so comfortable!” she said.

The men in the wedding par-
ty wore traditional morning suits 
- for us Americans, that means 
tails! “They own their own,” 
Ashley said, since this style of 
dress is traditional in London.

THE McDANIELS
“We went to a few diff erent shops in Burlington and 

came back to Needlemans [in Newport],” said Mikayla. 
“When you start crying you know it’s the dress!”

The men in the bridal party had their 
own clothes or purchased their own 
online. “We just ordered the color 
shirts we wanted them to have. It 
was dress shirt with dress pants 
and dress shoes and a tie.”

The men in the bridal party had their 
own clothes or purchased their own 
online. “We just ordered the color 

Mikayla & Seth
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THE STEELES
Dajana ordered her dress online - it 

stood out to her immediately because of 
the top. “The dress made an impact on 
our photographer, too,” she said.

But she was so excited about the top 
of the dress that she didn’t pay as much 
attention to the bottom of the dress. “The 
rest of the dress is not me, and in the 
pictures was not as great,” she said. “I 
wished I’d spent more time thinking what 
it’s going to look like in the pictures. I 
should have thought about how the mate-
rial was going to be in the pictures. Then 
I realized why people use certain dresses 
- now I know why they have those tight 
ones that you tie in the back.”

The men in the bridal party got their 
wedding wear from Needlemans.

Jaimie & Zachary

Miranda & James

THE KINGS
My best friend had a wedding dress that she had never 

worn and she gave it to me.
When I tried the dress on, I was 10 weeks pregnant and 

everything fi t. I was barely showing and it was still kind of 
loose fi tting, so I fi gured it would be perfect when we got 
married. And then a little bit before the wedding I tried on 
the dress and I could barely fi t into it. I was 26 or 27 weeks 
pregnant and it’s lucky we got married when we did!

THE DeWITTS
The bustle on my dress was a 

pain. They had to draw out a di-
agram and everything! My mom 
videotaped it because it took the 
people in the dress shop at least 
seven to ten minutes just to bus-
tle it.

The bridal party (men and 
women) got their clothing at Ex-
quisite Bridal in St. Johnsbury.

Dajana & Dennis

Chelsea & Herbie

Alicia & Erik

Jennifer & Michael

THE CHAFFEES
I didn’t want to spend a lot on the 

dress, but when I looked at the tag I 
didn’t see the decimal point. I thought it 
said $125, but it was $1250!

The men got their clothing at The Par-
ty Store in Woodsville, New Hampshire.

THE ARMSTRONGS
The woman who helped me was 

amazing. She wouldn’t let me have 
more than four dresses at a time. 
You couldn’t like more than four, 
or you had to make a decision be-
fore she’d bring another dress in!

The men in the bridal party got 
their pants, green shifts, ties and 
bow ties at JCPenney.

THE BENNETTS
I’m a painfully simple person and I 

think that was the hardest part about fi nd-
ing my dress. Everything is over the top.

I told the men what color pants and 
shirts I wanted. They all ended up fi nding 
pants that they could wear to work.
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THE CHAFFEES
Things are going to go wrong

– One thing I would tell any 
bride is things are going to go 
wrong, but nobody is going to 
notice it but me. We were tak-
ing pictures with the horse and 
buggy before we got announced 
and the garter wouldn’t stay on. 
I handed it to the photographer 
and I thought she put it in her 
photo bag, but she put it on the 
buggy. So when it came time 
to do the garter toss, we didn’t 
have it. My friend Savannah 
ended up making a burlap gar-
ter for me so I had something 
to toss. And we got announced 
wrong! We were announced 
as Mr. and Mrs. Eric Chaf-
fee, which is Mike’s brother’s 
name. Little things go wrong. 
But this is the only day that 
we’re ever going to have to-
gether to celebrate this, so none 
of that matters. It was fi ne.

YOUR WEDDING ~ YOUR VISION
YOUR STYLE

We make it happen.

Call us today to schedule your
complimentary wedding consultation.

Premium fresh flowers and
upscale design artistry

make your wedding day
unforgettable.

Artistic Gardens
Flower Shop

1320 Rabbit Plain
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

802-748-5646
flowership@artisticgardens.com
www.artisticgardensvt.com
Mention this ad and get a

FREE TOSS BOUQUET
with your flowers!

FINE CRAFT
GALLERY

81 Main Street
Littleton, NH

603-444-1099
littleton.nhcrafts.org

Bridal
Registry
Home Decor

Jewelry
Gifts for the

Wedding Party

Best Laid Plans vs. Overlooked Details

THE McDANIELS
Where did you spend 
time that you didn’t 

need to? Designing 
the tables. We redid 
our tables so many 
times - it just wasted 
time, because you’re 
just going to change 

it when you get there.
Where did you 

wish you’d spent 
more time? Setting 

up was stressful. We had a day and 
a half. I probably would have wished for at 
least for two to two-and-a-half days. That way we could have 
set it all up and made sure all the little details were done.

Planning a wedding takes time and energy. 
Here are some of the highs and lows our cou-
ples went through in that process.

Where did you spend 
time that you didn’t 

need to?
the tables. We redid 

just going to change 
it when you get there.

Mikayla & Seth

Jaimie & Zachary

Jennifer & Michael

THE DeWITTS
Counting heads – I really over thought the head count 

for the buff et. It’s important to give the best head 
count that you can, but I talked to the coordinator at 
Burke and she eventually told me not to worry so 
much as long as it wasn’t a LOT diff erent. I think I 
worried about that more than anything.

Leave time to correct mistakes – We had some 
problems with clothing, like one of the groomsmen 
didn’t try his stuff  on in when he got it, and the 
coat was much too small. Leave enough time to 
make sure that all the clothing parts are right.
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1501460                            State Farm, Bloomington, IL

Wedding
bells?

Give me
a ring.

Brett J Gale, Agent
1033 Broad Street

Lyndonville, VT 05851
Bus: 802-626-8651

brett@brettgaleinsurance.com

Insurance for:
• income replacement
• your rings
• your event

I can help.
Newly married? Make sure your
new life together – your car,
your home and your future –
are protected.

GIVE ME A CALL TODAY.

Affordable and Charming 

TILLOTSON CENTER 
14 Carriage Lane 

Colebrook, NH 03576 
603-237-8576 

www.tillotsoncenter.org

The Perfect Place 
for Your Special 

Wedding

Chelsea & Herbie

Ashley & Patrick

Alicia & Erik

Miranda & James

THE RUDDYS
What she would do 

diff erently – We host-
ed the Sunday brunch at 
Burke Mountain, where 
the guests were staying. 
I gave them an accurate 
head count of everyone 
who RSVP’d and only a 
third of the people showed 
up. People were hung 
over or got on the road 
early. The day after a huge 
boozy night, they had lots 
of reasons not to go and I 
was on the hook for $19 
a head. I still would have 
done it, but I would have 
given Burke a third less.

THE ARMSTRONGS
Pay the experts – I de-

signed the invitations 
on my computer and 
because I did them 
myself I spent 
way too much 
time on them. If 
I were to go back, 
I’d pay the extra 
money to get them 
done online. But I 
really like how 
they came out!

Post-wedding blues – I wish someone had told me 
that was a thing! It was all done so quickly and it was 
like - Oh man, it’s over! That’s it? You look back on 
it and you’re like, I didn’t say hi to this person or do 
that. There were defi nitely some post-wedding blues.

THE BENNETTS
Big worry over small de-

tails – It was the small details 
that I worried about - my hair 
and nails. But at the end of the 
day I just needed to be mar-
ried, that’s all I cared about.

THE KINGS
Best-laid plans – Originally the Kings had an agreement 

with a caterer who would include the use of his apple orchard 
in the cost. But as they got close to the date, he stopped re-
turning messages. At the last minute, James’ mother stepped 
in and off ered to do the food and the couple were able to use 
the VFW Hall in Lyndonville. “The reception was last min-
ute - we weren’t even sure we were going to have a reception 
because it was so last minute,” said Miranda. “I contacted 
the VFW and didn’t really have time to go in and look at it. 
We really didn’t have any choice to do it anywhere else.”
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The fun and stress of planning a wedding
What was the most fun part of planning 

your wedding? What was most stressful?

THE RUDDYS
Most fun – The most fun was strategizing how 

to incorporate English traditions into an American 
wedding. We had Patrick’s nine nieces and nephews 
– in England fl ower girls and ring bearers they call 
them bridesmaids. So we had the little girls running 
around saying they were bridesmaids. Having the 
men in traditional morning suit added a lot of En-
glish sophistication to the event. But they’re also 
walking away with my cousin’s Vermont maple 
syrup. Putting together that English garden party 
with an American fl air was really fun.

Stressful - I became the holiday 
planner for all the people travel-
ing internationally. I didn’t just 
say, “Here are your two days 
of events.” I had day trips 
scheduled around Vermont 
and to Montreal and Maine 
and Martha’s Vineyard. I 
wanted to make sure everyone 
coming to see the Northeast 
Kingdom had a real, amazing 
New England experience.

THE ARMSTRONGS
Most fun – Sharing special moments with 

Rick and my mom and sister.
Stressful – Deciding on the guest list. The 

reality is that we couldn’t invite everyone 
that we wanted to 
invite. He has such 
a huge family. There 
were people we both 
wanted to be there 
that we just couldn’t 
because of the ca-
pacity of the place.

THE DeWITTS
Most fun – Tasting all the dif-

ferent fl avors we could choose 
from - all the diff erent cupcake 
fl avors and a tasting for the buf-
fet at Burke Mountain Hotel.

Most stressful – Making sure 
we got all the contracts in place 
and we were within the budget 
and got everything done on 
time. Even though we planned 
ahead, it’s still stressful to 
make sure we had all the details 
in place.

Jaimie & Zachary
with an American fl air was really fun.

 - I became the holiday 
planner for all the people travel-

Ashley & Patrick

 – Sharing special moments with 

Alicia & Erik
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THE BENNETTS
It was ALL exciting be-

cause we’d waited so long 
to do it! I said all along that 
there was no reason to get 
stressed out about it.

1 Fairgrounds Rd. • PO Box 343 • Lyndonville, VT 05851
CONTACT: Dick Lawrence at 802-626-5917

Ample Parking

60’ x 80’ 
Structure 

Clean Facilities

Reception

Surprisingly
Affordable!

CONTACT: Larry Ruggles at 802-274-2478
370 RAILROAD ST., ST. JOHNSBURY, VT

802-748-2423
OPEN 
DAILY Fred & Robin Little, Owners

mooseriverlakeandlodgestore.commooseriverlakeandlodgestore.com

› Pendleton Blankets
› April Cornell Linens For Your

Table
› Pillows • Rugs
› Woodenware
› Registry
› Select The Perfect Wine or

Champagne For Your Wedding
› Wedding Fashions

Design
your own
wedding
jewelry

THE McDANIELS
Most fun – Trying to 

fi gure out the songs. 
I like the emotion 
we went through 
together.

Stressful – I had 
such a little time 
to do it. We were 
going to wait until 
March, then we 
decided to bump 
it up to this year.

THE CHAFFEES
Most fun – Getting to spend time 

with the people - I liked having extra 
time with my bridesmaids, doing things 
like dress shopping. I loved doing that 
stuff . It was really fun!

Stressful – Hav-
ing kids, it’s 
harder. I work 
from home, 
so they’re al-
ways with me. 
Trying to fi nd 
the time to do 
all the stuff  I 
needed to do 
was hard.

THE KINGS
Most fun – Getting 

the outfi ts. It didn’t 
really feel real until 
we got the clothes.

Most stressful 
– Knowing who 
would come or not. 
People didn’t really 
RSVP on the invi-
tations we sent out. 
We were prepared 
for between 75 and 
100 people and about 60 showed up.

THE McDANIELS
 – Trying to 

fi gure out the songs. 

Mikayla & Seth

cause we’d waited so long 

Chelsea & Herbie

stuff . It was really fun!
 – Hav-

ing kids, it’s 

Jennifer & Michael

 – Getting 
the outfi ts. It didn’t 

Miranda & James
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THE KINGS
James - The vows. They had a lot 

of meaning to them, and opening 
up in front of everybody is kind 

of a big step.
Miranda - My dad hand-

ing me to Jimmy. That defi -
nitely was my favorite - the 
fact that I wasn’t really my 
father’s anymore. It was like 

my dad giving me to start a 
new chapter of my life.

Exquisite Bridal & Formal Wear

Hours: *Mon. *Tues. *Thurs. *Fri. 8:30am - 5pm *Wed. 8:30am - 2pm *Sat. 10:30am - 4pm

Designer Wedding Gowns by:
Casablanca Bridal & Venus Bridal

Bridesmaids Dresses - Veils
Tuxedo Rentals

Groom’s Tuxedo FREE w/5 Paid Rentals

LAURIE WARDEN – ALTERATIONS
Bridal Party Alterations

One-on-One Bridal Appointments

148 Eastern Ave., St. Johnsbury, VT
802-748-1599

Beautiful venue for your wedding, we offer:
w Clergy Officiate and Musician

w Local resources available:
Hotels, Caterers, Restaurants & Florist

w Sanctuary, capacity 240
w Non-alcoholic reception area, capacity 86

Contact Debbie at
(603) 444-5567 – First United Methodist Church

18 Main Street, Littleton, NH

Looking for a beautiful
location for your wedding?

Their Favorite Moments

THE RUDDYS
Patrick – Ashley did a bit of a surprise. Four of her friends from 

Lyndon Institute got up and sang an a capella version of “Make 
You Feel My Love.”

Ashley – My dad is one of four boys and my grandmother is the 
most important person in my life. Patrick is really lighthearted and 
when we were taking photos with the four brothers, he suggested a 
photo. We lifted her up horizontally and held her up like a trophy 
for a photograph. It was so special to me. To have such a funny, 
fun moment with my uncles, my new husband, and Grammy Ruth 
meant the world to me.

THE STEELES
Dajana - My boys were next to me 

and bringing me down [the aisle] and I 
saw my husband. The way he was look-
ing at me, that was priceless. I didn’t 
see nothing else at the time. There was 
people around me, I didn’t see them. I 
only felt my boys next to me and I saw 
my husband-to-be in front of me.

THE ARMSTRONGS
Alicia – There was a point in our ceremony 

for all of our friends and family to say “We will” 
to say that they will support us through our mar-
riage and be there for us. I think that’s import-
ant because life isn’t easy in general. That was 
a really special moment because we were facing 
them and they were saying that they support us.

Dajana & Dennis

Alicia & Erik

James - The vows. They had a lot 
of meaning to them, and opening 

up in front of everybody is kind 
of a big step.

father’s anymore. It was like 
my dad giving me to start a 

Miranda & James

Ashley & Patrick
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THE McDANIELS
Seth – When the doors 

opened and she started 
walking down the aisle. Just 
how beautiful she looked 
and the dress I’d never seen 
her in.

Mikayla – When we said 
“I do,” because I married the 
man of my dreams!

Let Us Make Your Special Day

Perras Treasures Gift & Party Store
Open 7 Days a Week 10 am - 5 pm

603-636-2227 • 603-636-1391 – 31 Perras Rd. – Groveton, NH 03584

• Invitations • Wedding Glasses • Cake Knife Sets
• Garters • Ring Bearer Pillows • Flower Girl Baskets

• Guest Books
• Wedding Gifts

• Tiara Sets • Photo Albums
• Frames  – Favors

• Card Boxes • Engraving
• Rental Items

• Tables, Chairs, Arbors,
Card Box

603.837.2400 — www.innatwhitefield.com

Looking for that special place …
We have a beautiful

dining room and a great
cozy pub for your

“Rehearsal Dinner” or
“Special Party”

Call for more information.
The Inn at
Whitefield

RESTAURANT & PUB

THE BENNETTS
I get choked up thinking 
about our vows. We’re not 

romantic people - I don’t 
get fl owers, we don’t 
go on fancy dates. To 
just stand there have 
this romantic moment 
in front of a lot of peo-
ple, that was my favor-
ite moment. I’ll never 
forget that.

THE DeWITTS
Jaimie – Having 

everyone there, espe-
cially people you ha-
ven’t seen in a while. 
It’s hard to get every-
one together.

Mikayla & Seth

Jaimie & Zachary

THE BENNETTS
I get choked up thinking 
about our vows. We’re not 

romantic people - I don’t 
get fl owers, we don’t 

in front of a lot of peo-

Chelsea & Herbie

Open Bar or Cash Bar

THE RUDDYS
We were at a private venue 

and we didn’t want liquor laws 
saying we had to shut the bar 
off . So I bought all of the liquor 
and we did it all ourselves. I 
have girlfriends whose parents 
spent $10,000 on the wedding 
bar. I spent $4,000 on all the 
booze and the soft drinks and 
all of that. No one ran out of a 
drink. You could have anything 
you wanted.

THE KINGS
We didn’t have any alcohol.

THE ARMSTRONGS
We did a cash bar and my 

dad gave drink tickets to cer-
tain people in the wedding par-
ty and some family members. 
With 145 people, I didn’t want 
my dad to be responsible for 
that.

THE McDANIELS
We did it BYOB. Every-

body brought their own drinks 
and we had punch and the soda 
for the kids. Make sure you put 
it on the invitation and every-
body will bring their own.

THE CHAFFEES
We did BYOB for insurance 

reasons at the venue. If we 
supplied the alcohol, we would 
have been liable and would 
have had to get extra insurance.

THE DeWITTS
We had a cash bar. It’s a real 

budget breaker for people and I 
don’t really drink myself, so I 
didn’t think it was a big deal to 
have a cash bar.

THE BENNETTS
We did Bring Your Own 

Beer.

THE STEELES
We bought a bottle of 

red wine and white wine 
for each table, plus we had the table set up for the Bosnian schnapps. That was free, then 
anything else people would bring their own.

Dajana & Dennis

Alcohol can have a major impact on the budget. 
Here is how each of our couples chose to deal with it.
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Northern
Charms 
Salon

Bridal Packages
Available

“We Can Come To You”

• Hair • Makeup
• Tanning 

• Full Body Waxing

Consultations
Available

603-444-4419
316 Union Street,

Littleton, NH

northerncharms@hotmail.com
@northern.charms.salon

Open Tue-Sun • 11:00 AM

FISH SHACK & CATERING
Small, casual get-togethers

at our quick serve restaurant
or a custom buffet for 300 guests

at your venue.
Wide range of menu options available.

AND WE DO CAKES!
Give us a call.

2165 PORTLAND STREET, RT. 2 • ST. JOHNSBURY, VT

DESIGNATED VERMONT STATE CRAFT CENTER
Visit us: Mondays-Saturdays 10:30-5:30

430 Railroad Street, St. Johnsbury, Vermont 
802-748-0158 • www.nekartisansguild.com

Sanderson’s
WOODEN BOWLS

EAST BURKE, VTHand Turned
Wooden Bowls and Pens
Sanderson’s Woodturning

Sam & Weeza Sanderson
2902 VT Rte. 114

East Burke, VT 05832
802-626-9622 • www.vtbowls.com
COME VISIT OUR SHOWROOM!

THE WEDDING DUDES
The Wedding Video Specialist

NATE SOMERS & MIKE DETERLING
CINEMETOGRAPHERS

THEWEDDINGDUDES.COM
802-324-9029 | theweddingdudes@gmail.com | 802-274-9298

Planning a big event is an organizational task as much as 
a creative one. Here’s how some of our couples kept them-
selves on track, including websites and apps they found 
useful.

THE McDANIELS
Mikayla found a Facebook group where people sell the 

things they used at their own wedding - tablecloths, cen-
terpieces, even dresses. “That’s how I did my wedding so 
cheap … You can buy them super cheap because they’re 
just trying to get rid of things, so you don’t have to buy them 
full price,” she said. “You can find some really awesome 
stuff on these cheap sites. You can put a lot of questions on 
it if you need help, and brides-to-be or brides-who-have-al-
ready-gotten-married comment to try to help people.”

She also used Google frequently. “You can find a lot of 
cheap things as long as you go through a lot of websites,” 
Mikayla said. “Make sure you order everything three to four 
months in advance, so that if something is wrong you have time 
to replace it.”

THE DeWITTS
I used The Knot for their calendar because it has a task list. 

You can cross out the tasks that don’t apply to you, so it’s a nice 
reminder list in case there was anything I might have forgotten.

For our invitations, instead of RSVPs I listed a call-back 
number and it was easy to keep track that way. I used my cell 
phone so they could either text or call me, and I also made a 
Facebook group to track it. I could use that to send out remind-
ers.

THE BENNETTS
I’m a wicked Post-It notes person. They were everywhere!

Tips To Keep Yourself Organized
THE RUDDYS

The most important tool was a shared Dropbox file that all 
pertinent parties had access to in real time: my mom and dad, a 
wedding planner. Patrick could log in himself and see anything 
he needed to see. I had different tabs for budget, guest list, 
RSVPs. Everything was on an Excel sheet that people could 
see in real time. More than anything is super helpful for me as 
the ringleader to always have the information at my fingertips.

THE STEELES
We had a couple lists, and we would just get on the phone. 

He’ll do one call for a tent and I’ll do another one for a DJ, and 
then we would check it off the list when it was done.

THE KINGS
I had a planner and a binder. I started from the top and said, 

if we want to get married in August, we have this many months 
to plan. So I divvied it all up so we wouldn’t stress too much 
all at once.

THE CHAFFEES
I looked on Pinterest for ideas and ordered gifts on Etsy. Etsy 

has beautiful things on it as far as personalized gifts. I got our 
guest book there - it’s wooden to be hung on the wall with a tree 
and each person is a leaf.
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Visit us for your Home Decor needs
“Bridal Registry”

www.detailsinteriorfashions.com
106 Main Street – Littleton, NH – 603-444-7444

After “I Do” Comes Forever…Let

Create Your Happily Ever After.

Bridal Sets
•

Engagement Rings
•

Anniversary Bands
•

Gentlemen’s
Diamond Bands

•
Tungsten Bands

With our stunning
selection and
quality, it’s the
one thing she’ll
wear forever.

Pauline’s
Boutique
& Jewelers

Main Street
West Stewartstown, NH 03597

(603) 246-3303
www.paulinesboutique.com

We cater and provide a
fabulous home cooked
meal at a “Great Price”
THAT’S WHAT WE DO!

Weddings • Banquets
Showers • Anniversaries

NO JOB TOO SMALL OR TOO LARGE
www.thetopicofthetown.com

Topic of the Town
FAMILY RESTAURANT

“Where People
Never Leave

Hungry”

MAIN STREET • LITTLETON, NH 
603-444-6721

Many thanks to the photographers whose work grace the 
pages of this publication.
The Armstrongs – Loreen Kelley Photography
The Bennetts – Kelsey Gilman, K&E Photography
The Chaffees – Kimberly Davis, Photography by Kimberly
The DeWitts – Sean Markey
The Kings – Friends and family
The Ruddys – Garren Poirier, Garrentee Photography
The Steeles – Dawn Bodenhamer, Nostalgic Images

FLOWERS
Spring Hill Designs in Lyn-

donville - “I cried when they 
showed me my bouquet on the 
morning. It was better than my 
wildest dreams!”

Daisy Daze in Lyndonville
All About Flowers in St. Johns-

bury
CAKE

WalMart in Woodsville - “I loved 
it! My cousin got married the 
same month and paid $2,500 
for her cake. We paid $125 
for our cake and it was really 
good! Everybody loved it and 
I don’t think anybody even 
knew.”

Little Miss Cupcake of St. Johns-
bury

HAIR
Amy Bona at Shear Sensations in 

Lyndonville
HORSE AND BUGGY

Dalton Thayer at Lily Pond Farm 
in Piermont, New Hampshire

Hayden Tanner of St. Johnsbury

DJ
AJ Gillis in West Topsham
Music Madness by Gordon 

Brown in Orleans
DJ Stevie B of NEK Entertain-

ment
Mike LaBounty of Lyndonville
DJ Loud (Dylan Tester) of Derby
DJ Rousseau of St. Johnsbury - 

“We had a hiccup during our 
reception when the fire alarms 
went off and we had to evac-
uate the building. He brought 
some wireless speakers out-
side and we danced on the 
sidewalk at the Burke Moun-
tain Hotel!”

FOOD
Café Sweet Basil in Lyndonville
Gerardo’s in St. Johnsbury

RENTALS
Abbott Rentals in Littleton, New 

Hampshire
Undercover Tents in Bradford, 

Vermont
All Around Rental

Recommended 
Vendors

Photographers

THE McDANIELS
We didn’t use any vendors – we used all family.
Food – potluck, with a friend cooking chickens the 

couple purchased for the main course
Photography - gift from a friend
Cake – made by a family member
Flowers – they ordered fake flowers online, then 

spray painted them to the colors they wanted. “Every-
thing came out great! Our colors were very bright and 
vibrant.”

Our couples used many local vendors to make their wedding 
day dreams come true. Here are some of the ones they recom-
mended most highly.
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 jaypeakresort.com/Weddings  •  Pinterest.com/Jaypeakweddings
weddings@jaypeakresort.com  •  (802) 988-2767

Indoor Climbing Gym
Movie Theatre
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