
Established 1795

elegant accommodations & sophisticated
dining in a romantic atmosphere

Reservations Required: 802-748-5168
www.rabbithillinn.com

Lower Waterford, Vermont

Established 1828

Kevin Johnson, President/Owner
ReedSupplyCompany.com

12 Perkins Street – St. Johnsbury, VT 05819
802-748-3541

Established 1830
Fairbanks Scales
“Weighing Equipment for The World”

Established 1837

The Caledonian-Record
802-748-8121

190 Federal Street St. Johnsbury, Vt.
with Satellite Office:

263 Main St., Littleton, N.H. • 603-444-7141
N.H. & VT. TOLL FREE 1-800-523-NEWS

E-mail: adv@caledonian-record.com or
news@caledonian-record.com
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RECOGNITION

A Special Supplement to
The Caledonian-Record and 

Orleans County Record
highlighting the many successful  

businesses of the Northeast Kingdom  
and North Country
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E S TA B L I S H E D  1 8 4 2

1000 Main Street
St. Johnsbury, Vermont 05819
Admissions: (802) 751-2130 
Main Office: (802) 748-8171
admissions@stjacademy.org

stjacademy.org

CHARACTER • INQUIRY • COMMUNITY

Established 1843
Our 175th Year!

Main Street – Littleton, NH 03561
603-444-6469

Established 1851

Member FDIC        Equal Housing Lender

www.communitynationalbank.com

Serving our community for
over 160 years

Established 1853

Established 1856
Grace United 

Methodist Church
36 Central St. – St. Johnsbury, Vt. – 802-748-2895

Rev. Kirk E. Thompson
Worship Service: Sundays 9:50 a.m.

Nursery & Sunday School for birth-grade 12
www.stjgracechurch.org

Guests are invited, expected 
and welcome at all

Grace Church events.

Established 1863

                  
802-684-3411

198 Rte. 2 West • Danville, Vermont

An independent school for 9-12th grade

Inspiring a Lifetime of Learning

Lyndon Institute 
168 Institute Circle, Lyndon Center, VT 05850 

802-535-3636  |  www.lyndoninstitute.org

Established 1867

Established 1880

603-838-6522
22 N. Main St.
Lisbon, N.H.

603-444-3975
93 Main St.

Littleton, N.H.

Gregory Eastman

Home, Live, Health, Auto, 
Business, RVs, Bonds

800-427-3975
info@Hunkins-Eaton.com

Geo. M. Stevens & Son
Insurance Since 1882

We’ve Got You Covered …
at Home, at Work at Play

Main Street Locations in:
Lancaster 788-2555
Littleton 444-2911
Lisbon 838-6331
Colebrook 237-4788

1-800-675-2555
www.gms-ins.com

GMS

Established 1886
Jenks Studio of Photography –
preserving memories for over 132 years!
Meet the four generations who have been 
serving their Vermont community since 1886 …

William H.
Jenks

Zenas C.
Jenks

Charles R. 
Jenks

Robert C. 
Jenks

UP ON THE HILL – MAIN STREET | ST. JOHNSBURY
802-748-3421 |RCJ@JENKSSTUDIO1886.NET

Established 1888

 St. Johnsbury    Barre   Montpelier   Waitsfield
       748-2341        476-4156     223-2335         496-2424

130 Years and Still Building

Established 1889

Stocks  •  Bonds  •  Mutual Funds
 Annuities  •  Managed Accounts

Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated 
Member SIPC & NYSE | www.stifel.com

1197 Main Street, 2nd Floor
St. Johnsbury, Vermont 05819

(802) 751-0500

Established 1891

1302 Main Street
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

802-748-2372

Open Daily  • 9 am-5 pm

Established 1891

2000 Memorial Dr., Ste. 11, St. Johnsbury, VT 05819
Green Mountain Mall

802-748-3678 www.nekchamber.com
802-748-0731 Fax nekinfo@nekchamber.com

Established 1893

Hopkins & Sons, Inc.
43 Raymond St. • Lyndonville, Vt.

802-626-5555
• Concrete Products
• Masonry Supplies

Established 1899

P.O. BOX 145 • Lyndonville, VT 05851
802-626-3610 • FAX 802-626-3433

Vermont’s Original
LLC

Thayers Inn has been under new 
management for the past year and 
it’s been a time of big changes.

“We made a lot of improve-
ments to the hotel and inn and 
restaurant,” said general manager 
Gary Plourde. “The biggest thing 
for us is to increase the business, 
and we’ve had very good growth 
in the last year.”

Upgrades have included a new 
wi-fi system, new reservations 
system, new website, a new boil-
er, new beds and bedding, a mul-
titude of room improvements, 
and refreshing the outside of the 
building.

“They’re all big-ticket items, 
but that’s the infrastructure you 
need to keep people warm and 
happy,” Plourde said.

He and his wife Sandra both 
have backgrounds in hotel man-
agement, and more recently have 
begun taking over management of 
struggling hotels and turning them 
around. Their first project was 
Christmas Farm Inn in Jackson, 
New Hampshire. Now they’re 
working hard at Thayers and hop-
ing to make a mark on Littleton’s 
Main Street.

“Before we took it over, it 
didn’t have a buzz. It was this dark 

hole. You walked by and nobody 
took notice because nothing was 
happening,” Plourde said. “Our 
ambition is to make it a thriving 
focal point for Main Street. I think 
Main Street in Littleton is a real-
ly cool place. I like the shops and 
restaurants and places like Schil-
lings. To be part of that, and a hub 
where people can stay and congre-
gate and be part of the town, that’s 
what our goal is.”

The five-story hotel has a sto-
ried history, having played host to 
presidents and movie stars. At 175 
years old, Plourde said it is the 
oldest hotel in the White Moun-
tains.

That is a big draw for people 
from Europe, where the Plourdes 
have set up contracts to open new 
avenues for tourism.

“We brought a whole bunch of 
international to Littleton and the 
hotel … We’ll be seeing a lot of 
Europeans in town now,” Plourde 
said. “They don’t want to stay at 
the Holiday Inn or the Hampton 
Inn, which is just another hotel. 
They want to stay in something 
that’s uniquely New England. And 
Thayers is definitely that.”

The Plourdes took over man-
agement of the hotel in a joint 
venture agreement with the cur-
rent owner, Thomas Carpi, who 
currently acts as a “silent owner.”

“We have four years to take 
ownership,” Plourde explained. 
“Everything is going in the right 
direction. We have some bench-
marks that we want to achieve to 
make sure we have cash in the 
bank to do what we want to do.”

While the timeline for purchase 
is not yet set, Plourde is optimis-
tic. The goal is to show a signifi-
cant uptick in business and strong 
financials so that a bank will offer 
attractive financing for the pur-
chase.

The Plourdes are grateful for the 
support they receive from locals. 
People travel from all over the 
area to dine at Grille One Eleven, 
the restaurant on the lower level of 
the hotel. They have also recent-
ly created a new event facility for 
meetings and functions.

“There’s really not much meet-
ing space in Littleton, so we’re 
hopeful that will grow for us,” 
Plourde said.

Having spent much of his career 
working in Europe, where “old” is 
measured on a different scale than 
in the United States, Plourde said 
that they are thrilled to be part of a 
venture with such a long and rich 
history as Thayers.

“175 years - we even have Eu-
ropeans who say, ‘That’s old!’” 
Plourde said. “To be part of that 
history is cool.”

BY LEAH CAREY
Staff Writer

Thayers Welcomes Guests For 175 Years

Business Name: MOMS Lan-
caster

Address: 224 Main St., Lan-
caster, N.H.

Year of Opening/Founding: 
1973 (MOMS founding in Man-
chester, N.H.)

Website: moms73.com
Email: larrysr@momsnorth-

country.com
History of the business: Busi-

ness started 1973 as Motorcycles 
of Manchester, The family busi-
ness started as a source of pre-
owned motorcycles, parts and 
service. the company has since 
become the Northeast’s Power-
sports leader. Offering a wide 
range of new and pre-owned vehi-
cles, unmatched customer service. 
MOMS dealerships have access to 
vast financing resources and per-
sonal financing to suit each cus-
tomers needs. As we celebrate our 
45th Anniversary, we now have 
dealerships in Manchester, Lan-
caster and Groveton, N.H., and in 
Foxboro and Revere, Massachu-
setts. The company is now among 
the top five U.S. dealers for Indian 
Motorcycles, Slingshot and Polar-

is off-road vehicles.
In just two years carrying 

Yamaha motorsports products, 
MOMS is already among the lead-
er’s in sales of Yamaha products. 
MOMS dealerships also offer ve-
hicle rentals through Eagle Rider 

and Feel the Thunder.
Offerings: In the North Coun-

try of New Hampshire, We look to 
become the areas largest Polaris 
off-road vehicle dealer and Pow-
ersports rental location.

Celebrating 45 Years: MOMS

Larry Meservey Jr., GM; Joel Wheeler, Owner & Larry Meservey Sr., 
Operations

COURTESY PHOTO

A look at Thayers Inn from around 1909.

FILE PHOTO

A more recent view of Thayers Inn on Main Street in Littleton, N.H..
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Established 1904

Insurance Professionals
“The Resources to Better Protect you”
A Full Service Agency with 7 Offices Statewide

347 Portland St. • St. Johnsbury, VT

802-748-1010
www.kinneypike.com

Meeting the healthcare needs of our 
patients, our community  

and our region. 

600 St. Johnsbury Road, Littleton, NH 03561 | 603.444.9000 
littletonhealthcare.org

~ Est. 1907 ~

Established 1913

“Your One Stop Cleaner”

8 0 2 - 7 4 8 - 2 3 0 8

179 Eastern Ave.                                  St. Johnsbury, Vt.
  Dry Cleaning                                                                     Shirt
    Tailoring                                                                   Laundrying

Established 1913

Hastings Store
100+ years in the same family!

• Fresh Meat 
• Home Baked Goods

• Notary (2) • Justice of the Peace

JCT. RT. 2 & 15 – JOE’S POND
WEST DANVILLE, VT • 802­684­3398

Established  1915
Look for our Gift Shop’s “Sweet”

Seasonal Re-opening in March

1006 Portland Street
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

Packer of Pure
Maple Syrup

Manufacturer of
Maple Candy,

Salad Dressings &
Pancake Mix

Established 1919

St. Johnsbury, Vt.
Montpelier, Vt.
Morrisville, Vt.

Woodsville, N.H.

Newport, Vt.
Orleans, Vt.
Bethel, Vt.

Rutland, Vt.

Woodstock, Vt.
Poultney, Vt.

Burlington, Vt.
Canaan, Vt.

(Formerly Poulos Insurance)

Home Office: 802-748-1200
800-639-1908

Established 1919
The Old

Homestead
Bed and Breakfast

on U.S. Route 5 in Barnet, Vt.

Old world meets new world.
A 19th Century Inn with 21st Century amenities. 

Old world elegance with new world comfort.
Gail Warnaar, Innkeeper

Call: 802-633-4016
www.theoldhomestead.com

Established 1920
ST. JOHNSBURY – COLCHESTER – RUTLAND –

ST. ALBANS – WHITE RIVER JUNCTION

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS & BUSINESS CONSULTANTS

ANNE D. SMITH, CPA
PHONE: 802-748-5654 – FAX: 802-748-8368

ASMITH@AMPEISCH.COM – WWW.AMPEISCH.COM
1020 MEMORIAL DRIVE

ST. JOHNSBURY, VT 05819

Established 1922
Caplan’s Army Store

David B. Caplan, Proprietor
457 Railroad St. • St. Johnsbury, Vt.

802-748-3236
Work & Casual Clothing
Outerwear • Footwear

Kayaks & Camping Equipment
Official Boy Scout Items

Established 1923

PLUMBING AND HEATING CONTRACTOR
FUEL OIL, K1 KEROSENE DIESEL & LP GAS

WEB: FITCHFUELCO.COM
EMAIL: FITCHFUEL@MYFAIRPOINT.NET

178 Summer Street
PO Box 372
Lancaster, NH 03584
NH Lic. 3141C • VT Lic. PM 3401

Lancaster, NH | 92 Main Street
P: 603-788-4657 | F: 603-788-3504

Berlin, NH | 324 Main Street
P: 603-752-2304 | F: 603-752-2307

www.marshallinsuranceagency.com
Licensed in NH – VT – ME

Established 1928

Established 1929

stjaytheatre.com

Established 1934

Dedicated to Your Good Health
Railroad Street

St. Johnsbury, Vermont

802-748-3122
“Locally Owned Independent Pharmacy”

Established 1935

WALKER MOTOR
SALES, INC.

Dartmouth College Hwy. 
Woodsville, N.H.

www.walkermotorsales.com

603-747-3389/3380

Established 1936

802-334-2780 FAX 802-334-6344
800-440-2780

Making Impressions Since 1937
LETTERHEADS, ENVELOPES, BUSINESS CARDS, RACK CARDS

BUSINESS FORMS, COMPUTER FORMS AND CHECKS
PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS

WEDDING INVITATIONS AND ACCESSORIES
COMMERCIAL AND JOB PRINTING

415 UNION STREET • NEWPORT, VT 05855
WWW.MEMPHREMAGOGPRESS.COM

IN
C

.

Established 1937

JCT. OF RTS. 5 & 302, WELLS RIVER, VT

802-757-2311 • 800-468-2956
wellsriverchevy.com

WELLS RIVER

This year marks the 165th an-
niversary of a local landmark and 
major institution in the region: Pas-
sumpsic Savings Bank.

Passumpsic Savings Bank was 
officially chartered when Gov. 
Erastus Fairbanks, of St. Johnsbury, 
signed the act creating the bank on 
Nov. 23, 1852. This marked the 
formation of the first savings in-
stitution in St. Johnsbury and the 
new bank started business soon 
after that, opening its doors for the 
first time on Feb. 24, 1853. It was 
founded by prominent members of 
the community as a mutual saving 
bank, which had no stockholders.

At that time, the fledgling bank 
shared office space with the old Pas-
sumpsic Bank, a commercial bank, 
in a building on Main Street near 
where the fire station is now. On its 
first day of operation, 17 people de-
posited a total of $863 in the bank. 
The first depositor on the books was 
Samuel W. Slade, a St. Johnsbury 
attorney and one of the bank’s orig-
inal corporators.

The creation of the bank filled 
a void for residents of the growing 
town, who before that had to trav-
el to Danville to save their money. 
Danville was the county seat then 
and housed the only other reposito-
ry for savings accounts in the imme-
diate area.

While the bank catered to a com-
munity need, for the first few years 
it was only open one day a week, 
Thursdays – and even then its op-
erating hours were from 2-5 p.m. 
Despite these constraints the bank 
grew and finished its first year with 
$32,208.99 in assets and paid its 
treasurer $100 for his year of work.

Town and Bank  
Grow Together

The birth of Passumpsic Sav-
ings Bank coincided with an era 
of notable growth in St. Johnsbury. 
On Nov. 28, 1850, the first train 
arrived from Boston on the new-
ly completed railroad. In 1851 St. 
Johnsbury was further connected 
with the world by the stringing of 
the first telegraph line to town and 
in 1855 St. Johnsbury became the 
county seat and construction of the 
Caledonia County Courthouse was 
completed.

Population was also on the rise 
during this time as St. Johnsbury 
had a population of 2,760 people 
in 1850 and by 1860 the population 
had grown to 3,470.

In the early years the bank moved 
back and forth across Main Street 
several times, bouncing from room 
to room and house to house, de-
pending on who the current treasur-
er was and where there was space.

During this time accounts were 
opened with as little as a single 
dollar. Depositors were encour-
aged, though, to notify the bank in 
advance if they wanted to withdraw 
funds from their account as the 
bank’s first rule book explained.

“People may become sick, or 
otherwise want their money after 
they have put it in. It is provided 
that they may take it out when they 
please, but they must give previous 
notice of their intention to call for 
their money. The reason of this rule 
is this, if the money could be called 
for any day of the year, without pre-
vious notice, the Trustees could not 
lend it out or employ it to the advan-
tage of those who put it in.”

Withdrawals in those days were 
simple, yet graciously worded, 
notes addressed to the treasurer of 
the bank, which often started “Sir - 
Please to pay the Bearer (so many) 
dollars, from my deposits in your 
Institution.”

The bank generally enjoyed con-
tinued growth throughout this time 
until it was big enough to build its 
own building. In 1884, the bank 
obtained the deed to a piece of 
property on the east side of Main 
Street and began construction of the 
three-story brick structure that was 
completed in 1885 and still houses 
some of the bank’s investment op-
erations today.

The building was constructed by 
local artisans using locally produced 
bricks that cost one cent apiece and 
the total price tag of the building, in-
cluding the land, was $15,000. That 
same year the bank treasurer was 
receiving $1,650 a year, which in-
cluded money for a clerk and $500 
for a bookkeeper.

The bank, then situated in a per-
manent home, continued to grow in 
customers and business through its 
centennial celebration weathering 
world wars, recessions and even the 
Depression. In 1953 the bank boast-
ed assets of over $6.2 million.

Geographic Expansion
Since then, Passumpsic Savings 

Bank has had significant growth 
both geographically and financially.

The bank expanded to New-
port when it opened it first branch 
in 1964 and then into Lyndonville 
with another branch in 1974. Ad-
ditional branches followed in New-
port, St. Johnsbury, Lyndonville, 
St. Johnsbury Center, Danville and 
Island Pond in 2002.

In 1995 the bank also opened a 
loan center in Littleton, marking 
its first expansion out of state. A 

full-service bank followed in 1999 
named Passumpsic Bank under a 
New Hampshire charter, which was 
merged with Passumpsic Savings 
Bank on Jan. 1, 2002, with the ad-
justment of interstate banking laws 
that allowed the bank to operate in 
both states. Passumpsic now has 
branches in Littleton, Lancaster, 
Groveton, and Whitefield, New 
Hampshire.

All told, Passumpsic Savings 
Bank has 10 branch locations an 
14 ATMs throughout the Northeast 
Kingdom of Vermont and North 
Country of New Hampshire. Their 
Investment Division, Passumpsic 
Financial Advisors, which is cele-
brating 20 years of service this year, 
has an experienced team of profes-
sionals ready to assist clients with 
comprehensive plans to meet their 
investment goals.

Northeast Home Loan, a subsid-
iary of Passumpsic Savings Bank, 
was also formed in 2000 to provide 
timely, efficient and professional 
mortgage banking operations to se-
lected community based mortgage 
originators and lenders in New En-
gland.

Along with the geographic and 
service expansions, the bank has 
grown financially, reaching just 
over $640 million in assets last fall, 
and the bank now employs over 150 
people.

“Passumpsic Savings Bank, from 
our humble origins on Main Street 
in St. Johnsbury, after all these 
many years remains firmly com-
mitted to promoting the prosperity 
of the communities we serve,” said 
Jim Kisch, President/CEO, Pas-
sumpsic Savings Bank. “While our 
mission and values have remained 
constant, our services continually 
evolve to meet the growing finan-
cial needs and expectations of peo-
ple and businesses in our region. 
Passumpsic Savings Bank will 
remain as dedicated to serving and 
supporting our customers, the needs 
of our communities, and organiza-
tions that enrich our northern way of 
life as we have for more than a cen-
tury, long into the future. Thank you 
to those of you who have allowed 
us to serve your families, organiza-
tions, and your companies along the 
way.”

BY ANDREW MCGREGOR
Staff Writer

Passumpsic Savings Bank Turns 165 Years

Owners: John and Ellen 
Gould

Address: 232 East Burke 
Road, Lyndonville

Website: www.gouldwell.
com

Email: info@gouldwell.com 
or gouldwelldrillinginc@gmail.
com

Year of Founding: 1998
Business Focus: Water well 

drilling, water systems and treat-
ment

Number of Employees: 6

Gould Well Drilling, Inc. was 
established 20 years ago as a 
way for our family to help yours 
in a time of need, and have a job 
that we love. Our business has 
grown, but we keep that men-
tality of treating you the way we 
would like to be.

We offer water well drilling 
for new or replacement systems, 
assist in designing a system to 
meet your needs, service pumps, 
pressure tanks, filters and water 
treatments. We know water!

Gould Well Drilling Celebrates 20 Years

PHOTO BY AMY ASH NIXON

The Passumpsic Savings Bank branch on Railroad Street in St. Johnsbury.

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE ST. JOHNSBURY HISTORY & HERITAGE CENTER

The original Passumpsic Savings Bank is seen in this historic view of St. Johnsbury’s Main Street.
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Established 1945

Guibord & Sayles
Funeral Homes

Stephen & Helen Robertson, Owners

Stephen L. Robertson, Rodney B. Sayles
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

www.saylesfh.com • www.guibordfh.com
15 Main St. • Lyndonville • 802-626-9389

525 Summer St. • St. Johnsbury • 802-748-3955

73

Established 1947

Thank you for all the years.
RETIRING JULY 2018
Custom Window Treatments

& Upholstery • Shades & Blinds
60 Chiswick Ave., Littleton, New Hampshire

603-444-5336

Established 1948

A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION OF 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

ST. JOHNSBURY, VT.
802-748-4914 • 1-800-516-2727

Established 1948

61 Depot St. • Lyndonville, VT
802-751-8100 • 802-751-8110 Fax

Staff for Business. Jobs for People
Respect for Both.

Established 1950
FRANCONIA
HARDWARE

INC. 
“Your Good Neighbor

True Value Store”

OPEN 7 DAYS
334 Main Street
603-823-5541

FRANCONIA HARDWARE INC.

“New Hampshire’s First All Digital 3D Movie Theater”

TWIN MOUNTAIN, NH

Ski-Doo Sales & Service
Wells Cargo, Alcom & Utility Trailer Sales

NAPA Auto Care Center • ASE Certified Technicians
Trailer Parts & Service • Hitches Installed

101 Rte. 302 603-846-5790
P.O. Box 66 FAX 603-846-2288
Twin Mt, NH 03595 www.garneausgarage.com

GARNEAU’S 
GARAGE, INC.

Established 1952

Trailer
Sales

Established 1952

BRIGHTON GARAGE
INC.

Serving you for 66 years.
“Where you deal with the owner.”

49 Cross St., Island Pond, Vt.
802-723-4455     www.brightongarage.com 800-750-2425

Established 1955
C.H. DANA 

RV, INC.
SALES & SERVICE

628 Woodsville Road
Monroe, NH 03771

Phone (603) 638-2200 
Tax Free NH

www.chdanarv.com

Fully Stocked

with 2018’s

Hitches 

& Wiring

Largest Selection of

Pre-Owned

Campers

Largest Selection of

5th Wheels &

Travel Trailers

Established 1956

POULSEN LUMBER
656 MONROE ROAD •LITTLETON, NH 03561

603-444-5425
In business for over 60 years.
FRAMING LUMBER • ATTICAT INSULATION

ABC METAL ROOFING
VERSATEX TRIM • GRAYNE SIDING

PLYWOOD • PRESSURE-TREATED LUMBER

Established 1957
BERWICK

AGENCY, Inc.
INSURANCE

REPRESENTING:

CO-OPERATIVE INSURANCE COMPANIES 
AND U.I.I.S. INSURANCE SERVICES

P.O. Box 272, Peacham,VT 05862 • 802-592-3234
Jeff, Cindy, Kristen and Hanna

email: insure@berwickagency.com

Established 1959

CALKINS ROCK PRODUCTS, INC.
Route 5, Lyndon, Vermont

802-626-5636 – Office: 802-626-5755
• SAND • GRAVEL • LEDGE ROCK

Established 1959

SALES, SERVICE, RENTAL, COLLISION CENTER
Three generations strong since 1959.

northcountrymotors.com

Established 1960

Reliable, Safe, Responsive
810 Red Village Rd. – Lyndonville, VT

802-626-8595

www.Amerigas.com

Propane is Green & Clean

®

Allen Lumber has been oper-
ating a store on Bay Street in St. 
Johnsbury since 1963 and con-
tinues on in today’s marketplace 
dominated by big box stores by 
competing on price, selection and 
what is known as the secret sauce 
of any successful retail business.

“Service,” said Tom Allen, the 
fifth generation member of the Al-
len family that founded the com-
pany 130 years ago and still runs 
the company and its four locations 
statewide. “Anybody’s got price. 
It’s the extra things we do for our 
customers and the knowledge that 
we have here.”

The company also has stores in 
Barre, Montpelier and Waitsfield 
as well as its popular Kitchen and 
Bath showrooms.

Allen, who is from Barre and 
runs the company with his broth-
ers, said he decided to take over 
the St. Johnsbury location 25 
years ago so he could take advan-
tage of Northeast Kingdom living.

“I came out here basically for 
the (St. Johnsbury) Academy,” 
said Allen. “And because I wanted 

to live in the Kingdom.”
He says his employees at the 

St. Johnsbury store have hundreds 
of years of experience handling 
home improvement and construc-
tion projects.

“Howard (Jones), my guy 
upstairs has been here for 45-
46 years,” said Allen. “He does 
doors, floors and windows. Full 
houses, designs.”

He says that while national 
home improvement chains are 
known for sales and “loss leader” 
items designed to attract new cus-
tomers Allen Lumber can compete 
on price with anyone and excel 
with customer service in ways that 
box stores can’t.

“That’s not their gig,” said Al-
len. “In the long run, you’re not 
just paying for the product. You’re 
also paying for the knowledge and 
the service that goes behind the 
project.”

“I’m delivering it free and I’m 
telling you what my contractors 
use and why this is better and real-
ly, in the long run. If you checked 
prices you probably haven’t paid a 
nickel more for it.”

Allen Lumber Company got 
started during Vermont’s building 
boom of the late 19th century.

According to the company’s 
website, the company was found-
ed in 1888 by Stillman Allen who 
retired in 1918.

For a short time the company 
was owned by his nephew, Claron 
Allen.

Claron’s son, Loren was only 
19 years old when he took control 
of the company after his father’s 
death and ran it for the next 60 
years.

Bob Allen became president of 
the company in 1970, and took 
complete control when his father 
retired in 1978.

In 1984 he turned operation of 
the company over to his five sons 
including Tom Allen.

In addition to being officers of 
the company each brother handles 
a different segment of the compa-
ny’s day-to-day operation.

The business now serves both 
homeowners as well as contrac-
tors using computer-aided designs 
and Home Showcase showrooms 
upstairs in all the stores to display 
the products. Allen’s Kitchen & 
Bath Showroom in St. Johnsbury, 
is located on Railroad Street and 
features a 4,000 square foot show-
room with over 20 kitchen and 
bath displays.

BY TODD WELLINGTON
Staff Writer

Allen Lumber: Five Generations Of 
Leading Service, Expertise & Price

FILE PHOTO

Workers load building supplies at Allen Lumber Co. in St. Johnsbury.

ST. JOHNSBURY — The 
cleaning machines continue on 
Eastern Avenue as Palmer Broth-
ers Dry Cleaning & Laundry 
reaches its 105th year at the same 
downtown location.

Located at 179 Eastern Ave., 
the business in a 6,500-square-
foot facility, is in the sixth year be-
ing owned and operated by Frank 
Rothe.

The full-service dry cleaning 
and laundry business that serves 
both sides of the river and grew 
through three generations of 
Palmers was purchased Nov. 1, 
2012, by Rothe. The business was 
started in 1913 by Cecil Palmer.

Rothe bought the business from 
Charlie Palmer, a third-generation 
Palmer who, after graduating from 
UVM in the 1970s, inherited it 
from his father, Cy, who had taken 
it over from his father, Cecil.

Rothe employs five people in 
the pressing, cleaning, spotting 
and steaming business.

He said equipment upgrades in 
recent years have made for pro-
cessing that is faster, better and 
more energy efficient.

Also, Rothe said the compa-
ny utilized “green” cleaning for 
a more environmentally-friendly 
process.

They maintain several contracts 
with government agencies, to in-
clude the Vermont State Police 
and the Department of Correc-
tions.

Palmer Bros. runs a delivery 
vehicle throughout the region, 
extending to Montpelier, Fair-
lee, West Stewartstown, N.H. 
and Bretton Woods, N.H. Palmer 
Bros. also has a pick-up site at 
Sew Much More in Littleton, N.H.

In the few years Rothe has 
owned the century-plus-old busi-
ness, he most appreciates his cus-
tomers and his employees. What 
he least appreciates: the utility 

costs of running his business.
Business hours for the dry 

cleaning shop are 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
on weekdays and 9 a.m. to noon 
on Saturday. There are no Sunday 
hours.

Rothe said he is happy to main-
tain a business in downtown St. 
Johnsbury that has endured for so 
long.

“It’s nice to be able to carry on 
a tradition,” he said. “People men-
tion [the longevity of the busi-
ness]. They’re glad we are able to 
keep it going.”

He said there aren’t many dry 
cleaning businesses left. He said 
textiles have changed to make 
the professional process less nec-
essary and “business dress has 
changed.”

“You’re not wearing a suit coat 
like your predecessors did,” Rothe 
said, referring to this reporter as 
an example of how attire in the 
business environment has become 
less formal.

BY DANA GRAY
Staff Writer

Celebrating 105 Years In The Dry 
Cleaning Business: Palmer Bros.

PHOTO BY DANA GRAY

Palmer Brothers owner Frank Rothe stands in his dry cleaning business on Jan. 19, 2017. He purchased the 
business in November 2012. This year, Palmer Brothers will reach 105 years of operation in downtown St. 
Johnsbury.
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ittersill Alpine Resort®

A  f o u r - s e a s o n s  R e s o r t  i n  
s c e n i c  F r a n c o n i a  N o t c h ,  N H

We are Mittersill-«___________
193 Mittersill Road | Franconia, NH 03580 
603-823-5511 | www.mittersillresort.com

cEsta6Cisfiedin 1946
heating fuel • equipment • service • diesel

* propane
• wood pellets & stoves
« bioheat oil ■J-Dourne'S
# kerosene energy^
« on & off road diesel / biodiesel
#■ heating equipment sales, installation, & maintenance
* 24/7 emergency service

486 Main Street, Lyndonville Vermont 
802-626-9859 www.BournesEnergy.com

ÆlV
■[LORD’S of LITTLETON)!

i
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Northeastern Vermont 
Development Association

Assistance available for:
► site selection
► leasing
► financing
► business planning & feasibility
► permitting & regulations
► international trade

Helping businesses & communities 
in Vermont’s “Northeast Kingdom” 

since 1950.

36 Eastern Avenue • St. Johnsbury, VT 05819 • 802.748.5181 
79 Coventry Street, Suite 1 • Newport, VT 05855 • 802,334.5861

http://www.nvda.net I] info@nvda.net

'Mished 1956
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POULSEN LUMBER
656 MONROE ROAD • LITTLETON, NH 03561 

603-444-5425 
In business for over 60 years. 
FRAMING LUMBER • ATTICAT INSULATION 

ABC METAL ROOFING 
VERSATEXTRIM • GRAYNE SIDING 

PLYWOOD • PRESSURE-TREATED LUMBER

(I

Lancaster. NH 

803-788-3311

Making 
a difference 
since 1951.

218 Dells Road, Littleton, NH 800.370.6455 
t, St. Johnsbury, VT 800,856.0026 

www.northernlightscu.com
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WEST DANVILLE — The 
Hastings Country Store is cele-
brating 105 years under Hasting 
family ownership. Current owners 
are Jane Hastings Larrabee and 
her husband Garey Larrabee, both 
Justices of the Peace who happily 
perform weddings at the store.

Not long ago a couple in their 
80s came to the store for ice 
cream. That desire satisfied, they 
asked where they could find some-
one to marry them while standing 
in front of the store’s ice cream 
freezer.

“My wife can do that. She’s 
right here,” Garey told the cou-
ple. Jane married them, as they 
explained this was the perfect spot 
since it was the sweetest place in 
the store. “I said I hope you didn’t 
have to get married,” he said in 
jest. “Turns out they had been liv-
ing together for 45 years, and they 
wanted to make sure the other per-
son got what they had saved in the 
end.”

Actually the store itself was up 
and running in 1853, until Jennie 
Underwood Hastings, a business 
college graduate and her local 
business man husband Gilbert 
Hastings bought the store in 1913.

Jennie became a post master of 
the store’s in-house Post Office in 
1914, a tradition carried on by the 
store owners until this day. After 
Jennie and Gilbert retired, Jane’s 
parents Mabel and Ralph Hastings 
ran the store until Jane and Garey 
took over in 1974, even though 
they hadn’t planned to.

Ralph Hastings became post 
master in 1946, following his ser-

vice during WWII. Retiring at 77 
years old, he was then the longest 
serving post master in the state.

With only five part-time em-
ployees to run the store there has 
been some intergenerational over-
lapping. That continues as their 
daughter Jenny, a full-time nurse 
who lives nearby, helps out often 
with her two daughters Alyssa, 8, 
and Ava, 5 nearby.

While it may sound like fun to 
have a country store, it is a lot of 
work, owners say. “I work 24/7,” 
Garey quipped. He became post 
master in 1992, continuing his 
postal career. Under his leader-
ship, a special Indian Joe post 
mark and customer appreciation 
day celebrated the 90th anniver-
sary of the Joe’s Pond Association 
on July 3, 2010, at the West Dan-
ville Post Office.

The event also commemorated 
the Abenaki Old Joe, known as 
the friendly Indian guide. He died 

in 1819 and is buried in Newbury 
where he was born. Joe was left 
for dead by his fellow Indians af-
ter a fight with white settlers. But, 
one of the settlers found him alive, 
took him in and nursed him back 
to health. From then on he became 
their alarm before any Indian at-
tacks, according to a local history 
by William Parker Neal.

At the edge of Joe’s Pond, the 
Hastings General Store strives to 
keep up with customer demand re-
cently adding breakfast sandwich-
es, soup and a wide variety of deli 
sandwiches, plus beer and wine. 
The store is popular with tourists, 
so there are plenty of souvenirs, 
post cards, and other interesting 
items.

“Great old time general store, a 
little bit of everything. Employees 
are so friendly. Visit every time 
we are in Vermont,” one visitor 
commented on the store’s Face-
book page.

Established 1961
St. Johnsbury

Dental Associates
1 Place Notre Dame 
St. Johnsbury, Vt.

802-748-9357
Darren Boles DDS/Owner

Mielle S. Fox, DMD • Pathik J. Shah, DMD
Scott D. Pelok, DDS • Katie Piet, DDS

Sonal Patel, DMD

GROCERIES • MEATS • PRODUCE • DELICATESSEN

GROCERIES • MEATS • PRODUCE • DELICATESSEN
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Established 1963

THE WHITE
MARKET

Main St., Lyndonville, VT • 802-626-5339
Plaza Store, Lyndonville, VT • 802-626-3654

Portland St., St. Johnsbury, VT • 802-748-5099

Established 1963

Established 1963
Wheeler Building

Materials, Inc.
Church Street 

Lyndonville, Vermont

802-626-5102
Building and Painting Supplies,

“Boom Truck” and Forklift
Delivery Service Available

Established 1964

LYNDONVILLE AGWAY, INC.
YOUR YARD, GARDEN & PET PLACE

US Route 5 – Memorial Drive
Lyndonville, Vt. • 802-626-5538

Established 1964

Exit 42 Off I-93, Route 302
Meadow Street, Littleton, N.H.

1-800-731-1349
crosstownmotors.net

Established 1964

Rt. 2 – West Danville, Vt.

802-684-3622

A complete line of building materials –
at competitive prices.

Established 1966

OWNERS: BRUCE & ANNA CUSHMAN
RTE. 2 • ST. JOHNSBURY, VERMONT

Gift Shop & Ice Cream Parlor

Established 1966

MAYO’S 
FURNITURE & 
FLOOR COVERING
802 RAILROAD STREET
ST. JOHNSBURY, VERMONT
802.748.8725
MAYOSFURNITURE.COM

• Furniture & Accessories • Mattresses
• Flooring • Window Treatments

Established 1966

Exit 22 Off I-91 • 36 Memorial Dr.
St. Johnsbury, VT

802-748-2209 – 800-452-6297
qualitymitsubishivt.com

A member of the AutoSaver Group

Established 1966

53rd Summer Season 2018!
at our big red Theatre Barn

389 Lancaster Rd., Whitefield, NH
www.weathervanetheatre.org

Plus Children’s Shows & Youth TheatreCamp

Award-winning professional productions
of Broadway’s best in the country’s only
completely rotating summer schedule !

July & August

Established 1967

www.waltsvt.com

Established 1967

75 Mt. Pleasant St., St. Johnsbury, VT • 802-748-8169
223 Main St., Lyndonville, VT • 802-626-8333

Maurice Chaloux • 802-274-1147 | Patty Emery • 802-274-4058
Danica Rolfe • 802-274-3255 | Denise Bigelow • 802-473-0749

www.parkwayvt.com
*Originally established as Waterford Real Estate Agency

Established 1968

Keep Vermont Growing - “Select Cut”

Jackson Mitchell, Jr.
LOGGING CONTRACTOR

l Forestry • Site Work l Firewood
l Buy standing timber or timberland
P.O. Box 589, Lyndonville, VT 05851

802-626-5591

Established 1968
Caledonia Home

Health Care & Hospice
Serving Caledonia and Southern Essex

Counties

Registered Nurses – Physical Therapists – Speech
Therapists – Occupational Therapists – Social Workers –

Homemakers – Home Health Aides – Hospice Care

~  24-Hour Service Available ~

(802) 748-8116 or (800) 924-8116
161 Sherman Drive – St. Johnsbury, VT

www.nchcvt.org
CHHC is a division of Northern Counties Health Care, Inc. 

Established 1969

One Gordon Mills Way
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

ELECTRICAL TECHNOLOGY, INC.

Established 1970
DARLING’S AUTO

REPAIR, INC.
24 HOUR COMPLETE FLATBED & TOWING SERVICE

Complete Automotive Repairs
Collision Repair (Our Specialty)

Full Mechanical Repair • Glass Replacement
Owners: Craig & Cindy Darling

Branch Brook Road                        Creamery Road
Groton, Vt.                                 South Ryegate, Vt.
802-584-3273                                     802-584-4773

Established 1970
Concrete Foundations

Floors • Slabs

ROSS PAGE
FOUNDATIONS

LLC
Owner: Eric Page

Residential • Commercial • Agricultural
348 Thaddeus Stevens Rd.

802-592-3166                   Peacham, VT 05862

BY SALLY COOK
News Correspondent

Hastings Store A Family Affair For 105 Years

FILE PHOTO BY AMY ASH NIXON

In this 2005 file photo, the Larrabee family of Danville poses behind the 
counter of the Hastings Store, which has been in Jane Larrabee’s family 
for generations; she is seen with her husband, daughter and grand-
daughters.

FILE PHOTO

Hastings Store has been a fixture at the junction of routes 2 and 15 in West Danville for the last 105 years.

Owner: Peter Coutu
Address: 2104 East Burke Rd 

Lyndonville, VT 05851
Email: rlec@sover.net
Year of Founding: 1988
Type of Business: Adult Day 

Health Services
Number of employees: 14
A brief history of the busi-

ness:
The Riverside Life Enrichment 

Center, originally known as New 
Move Adult Day Services began 
offering services in St. Johnsbury 
and Lyndonville in 1988 via an 
initiative with the Northeast King-
dom Area Agency on Aging. In 
these early days, the program of-
fered limited day services in space 
available at the St. Johnsbury 
House and at the Darling Inn in 
Lyndonville. In 1992, the program 
became an independent entity and 
rented approximately 150 square 
feet within the Catamounts Arts 
building, in the former Post Of-
fice structure on Eastern Avenue. 
By 1998, in need of additional 
space, the program moved to a 
location on Portland Street within 
the building that once housed the 
community’s ‘roller-skating rink.’

Under new management, with 
an increased focus on meeting the 
ever-increasing medical needs of 
Adult Day participants, along with 

a growing demand from the com-
munity for Services, the search 
was on to find substantially larger 
facilities. On Jan. 29, 2001, the 
program moved to its current lo-
cation on East Burke Road, Route 
114 in Lyndonville along the Pas-
sumpsic River.

An outline or highlight of the 
business offerings:

Riverside is an Adult Day 
Health Center that offers Com-
munity-Based, Person-Centered, 
non-residential services to adults 
over the age of 18 who have phys-
ical and/or cognitive impairment 
as well as for any adult aged 60 
or more. We provide a safe, sup-

portive environment where partic-
ipants may receive a wide range 
of professional health, social and 
therapeutic services, and activi-
ties, along with nutritious meals 
and snacks.

Care providers, and/or family 
members also benefit by receiving 
the needed respite, support, and 
education from the Staff at Riv-
erside. Our Services and Supports 
are designed to maximize levels of 
health and independence, allow-
ing our participants to remain at 
home, in a setting of their choice, 
and active in their communities.

Riverside Life Enrichment Center 
Celebrates 30 Years
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LANCASTER — They say the 
older you get, the more you slow 
down.

Not Fitch Fuel Co., run by four 
generations of the Fitch family, 
which this year celebrates a young 
95 years in Lancaster and offers 
a range of services that have ex-
panded through the decades.

“It’s been really busy,” said 
company secretary and treasurer 
Marilyn Fitch Foss, a fourth-gen-
eration Fitch who owns the busi-
ness with her brothers, Charles 
Fitch III, company president, John 
Fitch, vice-president, and Patti 
Fitch Rexford, office manager.

“We picked up 85 new custom-
ers since the cold snap,” she said.

But what began as a business 
that saw its busiest season during 
winters, has turned into an enter-
prise that sees much activity year-
round.

Today, the company has more 
than 2,000 customers as far north 
as North Stratford and Columbia, 
as far south as Littleton, and as far 
west as Maidstone, Lunenburg, 
and Gilman in Vermont.

“We go quite a ways,” said 
Fitch Foss. “Our guys are busy.”

Fitch Fuel distributes home 
heating oil and propane, sells 
diesel fuel and kerosene, has a 
propane filling station on site at 
its 178 Summer St. location, and 
offers 24-hour plumbing and heat-
ing services through fully licensed 
plumbers and servicemen

It also offers 24-hour emergen-
cy service when customers, ex-
periencing plumbing, heating or 
other emergencies, need it, even 
on weekends and holidays.

Fitch Fuel had humble begin-
nings and was founded in 1923 
by Foss Fitch’s great-grandfather, 
Charles Fitch, in the Fitch family 
home on Winter Street.

He started out distributing coal, 
range fuel, and ice for ice boxes 
that area residents had before re-
frigerators became available.

In the 1940s, the business was 
changing to fuel oil, though Fitch 
Fuel continued delivering coal un-
til 1970s.

Generations of the family 
took the helm through the years 
- Charles’ son, William Fitch; 
Charles Fitch II, Marilyn’s father; 
and Charles Fitch III, her brother.

In 1976, the business was 
moved to the former telephone 
building on Summer Street as it 
expanded to include plumbing and 
heating services.

“It was coal and ice, then he 
went to fuel,” said Foss Fitch. 
“Then they bought a couple of 
plumbing businesses in the area.”

Fitch Fuel also offers year-

round furnace and boiler clean-
ings to ensure peak efficiency and 
safety.

In 1976, after being located on 
Winter Street, it moved to Sum-
mer Street, where it continues 
today as a plumbing and heating 
company that serves customers on 
both sides of the river with a staff 
of 12.

As the company nears 100 
years in business, it is preparing 
for the next generation of owners.

“We’re working on setting up 
the fifth generation, said Foss 
Fitch. “We have four of our chil-
dren involved.”

Foss Fitch has two sons, Derek 
Foss, the fuel department manager 
and an oil truck driver, and Chris-
topher Foss, the company’s busi-
ness and service manager.

Charles Fitch III has a daughter, 
Lindsey Dingman, the fuel depart-
ment manager, and John Fitch has 
a son, Josh Fitch, a certified heat-
ing technician.

Foss Fitch has been with her 
family’s business for 33 years. 
What keeps her and her family at 
the helm is helping others.

“I like working with people,” 
she said.

Established 1971
“Serving You For 46 Years”

987 East Main Street
Newport, Vt.

802-334-6587
1-800-649-4770
www.hayesford.com

Hours: 
Eves. ’til 7 p.m.

Sat. 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Closed Sun.“IN BEAUTIFUL NEWPORT, VERMONT”

Established 1972

1-800-287-6557 • 1-603-444-6557

www.abbottrental.com

Established 1972

Established 1973

Calkins
Sand & Gravel, Inc.

Coventry, Vt. – 802-334-8418
Office: Rt. 5, Lyndon, Vt. • 802-626-5755
Washed Sand • Stone • Gravel • Ledge Products

Custom Portable Crushing!

LANCASTER
GROVETONSince 1973

moms73.com
“The North Country’s Newest and
Soon to be Largest Polaris Dealer”

Farms & Equipment, Bankruptcy,
Estate and Real Estate Sales

Licensed & Bonded • VT-NH-MA-CT-NY

802-626-8892 • 802-535-6100
email: reglussier@kingcon.com • www.lussierauction.com

Established 1973

REGINALD P. LUSSIER
AUCTION SERVICE

Two Generations to Serve You Better

Established 1973

Over 50 Years Construction Experience

802-467-3372 or 802-467-3445
FAX: 802-467-3372

Established 1974
CALL:

802-626-8686
or Toll Free:

1-800-321-8688
Junction of

Routes 5 & 114
Lyndonville, Vt.

www.beanshomes.com

GOODRIDGE
LUMBER, Inc.

Specializing in White Cedar Log Homes
Log Siding • Rough & Finished Lumber.

Perma-chink log home products.
www.goodridgelumber.com

Established 1974

Albany, Vermont • 802-755-6298

Established 1974
Kitchenware

& Stylish
Gifts

10% Off
Vitamin
Program

Natural
& Organic

Foods
Fresh Deli
10% Off
Seniors

Every Day
Today’s Natural General Store

537 Railroad St., St. Johnsbury, VT 05819
802-748-3587 • www.naturalprovisionsvt.com

Established 1974
The Village Gun Store Inc.
“Carrying on a proud patriotic tradition”

Owners:
Joshua & Nicole D’Agnese

4 King’s Square
Whitefield, NH 03598

603.837.2345
villagegun@myfairpoint.net

www.villagegun.com
http://shop.villagegun.com/

Established  1975

115 Eastern Ave – St. Johnsbury, VT

www.catamountarts.org
Visit Us Online For Tickets to all Up-Coming Events

Choose Seats – Make Purchase – Print Tickets
Catamount Box Office: 748-2600 • 11am-6pm • Mon. through Sat.

Established in 1975

Ammonoosuc
Community
Health Services

www.ammonoosuc.org

Family Practice • Behavioral Health • Pre-Natal Care
Women’s Health • Chronic Disease Management

ACHS Pharmacy • ACHS Dental & Oral Health Center
We provide health care to all regardless of ability to pay

by offering a sliding fee scale to those who qualitfy.
We provide health care to all regardless of ability to pay

by offering a sliding fee scale to those who qualify.

Established 1975

Railroad St.
St. Johnsbury

802-748-3613

Celebrating 43 Years of Fine Food

Tires | Brakes | Shocks & Struts
Exhaust Systems | State Inspections

Fast, Friendly and Professional Service for Cars & Trucks.

802-626-9326
1545 Red Village Road, Lyndonville, VT

Established 1975

Established 1976
THE CREAMERY RESTAURANT

INCORPORATED
Hill Street – Danville, Vermont – 684-3616

A delightful family owned & operated restaurant.
All our foods are prepared with 

Real Vermont Products.

Fourth-Generation 
Siblings Setting 

Up Business 
For The Fifth 
Generation

Lancaster’s Fitch Fuel Co.: A Young 95

COURTESY PHOTO

William Fitch, about 1960.

COURTESY PHOTO

The Fitch Fuel Co. team today. Front row, left to right: Marilyn Foss, Patricia Rexford, Lindsey Dingman, 
Charles W. Fitch III. Second row, left to right: Joshua Fitch, Jamie Normand, Christopher Foss, Derek Foss, 
Andy Caouette. Part of the team, but unable to make the photo: John Fitch, Eric McVetty, Nick Emery.

BY ROBERT BLECHL
Staff Writer

EAST BURKE — This year 
marks the 30th anniversary for 
East Burke Sports, located in the 
heart of the Village, across from 
Kingdom Trails and the Northeast 
Kingdom Country Store.

The business is jointly owned 
by John Worth and Vince Jacob.

John Worth had a hand in the 
beginnings of Kingdom Trails and 
sells passes at their 4-season ski 
and bike shop. He knows the trails 
as well as anyone around.

The partners rent and sell skis 
— their heritage — and have add-
ed bikes to their inventory through 
the years, now a staple of the busi-
ness, too.

On the business’s website, it 
notes, “These guys started from 
scratch.”

“After legitimizing what is now 
known as Kingdom Trails Asso-
ciation in 1994, (Worth) has seen 
this town through thick and thin. 
With the ever growing popularity 
of the trails, it is reflected so in his 
business. He now spends less time 
in the shop to do more of what he 
loves, design trails. He is proud to 
have this shop here in this town.”

Worth is a longtime instructor 

at nearby Burke Mountain Resort, 
where he’s taught for years. His 
favorite KT trail is the Troll Stroll; 
his favorite Burke Pike Park trail 
is the Knight Slayer, according to 
the shop’s website.

Jacob is as hard to find in the 
summer at the shop as Worth is 
during the winters, when he’s 
at the mountain. Jacob is also a 
full-time painter, according to the 
website.

John Worth, 
Partner,  

Helped Start  
Kingdom Trails

East Burke Sports Marks 30th Year
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Established 1976

The Framing Format
And Gallery

“CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING”
Antique Vt. Maps • D-I-Y Framing Supplies

Sharon E. Reihmer, Prop.

485 Lafayette Street – St. Johnsbury, Vt.
802-748-3964 • www.framingformat.com

Established 1976
Karl Armstrong 
Masonry, LLC
5202 Memorial Drive, Lyndon, VT

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
MASONRY CONSTRUCTION & REPAIR

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN CONSULTANT

Fully Insured

802-626-8775Gas & 
Woodstoves

Established 1976
KEN ACHILLES
GARAGE DOOR SPECIALIST
Sales • Installation • Service
164 Webster St. • St. Johnsbury, VT

Phone/Fax 802-748-2487

Established 1976
Award-winning, Patient-Centered Primary, Dental and
Home Care & Hospice for the NEK and North Country.

Caledonia Home Health Care & Hospice, Concord
Health Center, Danville Health Center, Hardwick Area

Health Center, Island Pond Health & Dental Center,
Northern Counties Dental Center, Orleans Dental

Center, and St. Johnsbury Community Health Center

(802) 748-9405 or (800) 499-9405
www.nchcvt.org

Northern Counties Health Care
Complete, compassionate care for
the whole family, in our home or yours.

Established 1976
Raymond Heath

Construction, Inc.
303 Walsh Rd., Waterford, VT
802-748-2100 • 802-535-5356

Specializing in Commercial and
Private Excavating of all kinds.

We’re proud to serve the Northeast Kingdom.

Established 1977

1284 U.S. Rte. 302
Barre-Montpelier Road, 
Barre, Vermont 05641

Wood or Gas Stoves and Fireplaces • Pellet Stoves
Celebrating Over 40 Years!

Peter L’Esperance                    800-677-4905
802-476-4905                    Fax: 802-476-4998

Established 1977
STYLES BY PATTY
Hair Care For Your Family
(802) 748-8584

Complete line of  

23 Pearl Street
St. Johnsbury

VT 05819

Established 1978

Creaser
Realty

Robert Creaser
Real Estate of All Kinds

Including Huntington Homes
34 Skyview Terrace • St. Johnsbury, Vt. • 802-748-3033

www.creaserrealty.com

Established 1978
Breakfast 

Lunch 
Dinner

Mon.-Thu. ~ 5:30am-8pm
Fri. & Sat. ~ 5:30am-9pm 

Sun. ~ 7am-8pm

802-626-9890

686 Broad Street, Lyndonville, VT

Established 1979
CALENDAR BROOK
CABINETRY, INC.

DAVID PATOINE, MASTER CRAFTSMAN
Custom Cabinetry, Kitchens, Vanities, Millwork

Lumber & Plywood Sales
Hardwood Flooring, Wide Pine & Spruce

Granite, Solid Surface, Wood Counters
4863 Memorial Drive, Lyndon, St. Johnsbury 05819

802-748-5658

Established 1979
DANVILLE RESTAURANT

& INN
Danville, Vt.
802-684-3484
Fully Licensed
Casual Dining
& Lodging

Established 1979

www.fairbanksmill.com

Established 1979
St. Johnsbury 

House of Pizza
PIZZA • GRINDERS

APPETIZERS • PASTA

802-748-5144
287 Portland Street
St. Johnsbury, VT

Established 1980

Gil’s Construction
Foundations & Floors

FREE ESTIMATES
2085 New Boston Road
St. Johnsbury, Vermont
802-748-9476

Established 1980
Antique

and Custom

Brass & Copper Lighting

Custom Plant, Petal and Fabric Shades

Repair • Rewire • Polish • Residential Wiring

www.highbeams.com

Trenny Robb
and

Bob Michaud

Rt. 5 • Sutton, VT 05867

802-467-3943

a hair salon

Established 1980

Specializing in Haircuts & Hair Color
802-748-8810

142 Eastern Ave., St. Johnsbury, Vt.

Established 1980

376 Broad St., Lyndonville, Vt.
802-626-4276 • 802-626-9251 • (Vt.) 1-800-639-1591

Mon.-Fri. 8-5 • Sat. 8-Noon 
Dave & Diane Ainsworth

Good Used
Late Model

Cars and Trucks
For Sale

Brakes • Exhaust • Tires • Oil Change • Struts & Shocks
Collision Repair • Used Parts • 4-Wheel Alignment

Auto Detailing • 24-Hour Towing
Vt. State Inspection Station

Mountain View Auto, Inc.
Sales and Services

LANCASTER — What be-
gan as a small insurance agency 
for local farmers has grown into 
an agency that now has a second 
office in Coos County and today 
offers complete insurance services 
for customers in three states.

Marshall Insurance Agency 
turns 90 this year.

“It was founded in 1928 by 
Chester Marshall in an effort to 
offer competition,” said Grego-
ry Westcott, who currently owns 
Marshall Insurance with his wife, 
Lynette Westcott, making for four 
generations of owners. “Back 
then, there wasn’t much. He liter-
ally started out selling farm insur-
ance.”

He started out called the Farm 
Bureau and then changed the 
name to the Marshall Agency.

Chester Marshall’s son, Rodney 
Marshall, entered the business as 
it grew.

In the early 1970s, John Brooks, 
Lynette’s father, bought into the 
agency as a partner with Rodney 
Marshall.

Greg and Lynette, who met 
while they were serving in the 
Navy, joined the business in the 
latter half of the 1980s.

Greg had initially been looking 
to set up a welding shop in Burl-
ington, Vt., until his father-in-law 
asked them if they wanted be a 
part of the company.

They did, and bought Marshall 
Insurance from John Brooks in the 
late 1990s.

“It’s been a very good invest-
ment for us,” said Greg. “We have 
been growing the business ever 
since.”

Six years ago, they expanded by 
establishing another branch office 
in Berlin, making for two offices 
on both sides of Coos County.

The agency had a couple of 
homes in Lancaster before mov-
ing to its current location at 92 
Main St.

The Stickney home, now the 
site of Rite-Aid, was the original 

location when it operated out of a 
home.

It then moved to a commercial 
building, long since gone, that 
is now the parking lot, off Main 
Street, of Sullivan’s Irish Pub.

That was the location when 
John Brooks was partner.

“When I came to work for him, 
his one question was do you have 
any big plans,” said Greg. “I said, 
yes, move to Main Street. We 
didn’t have a physical presence on 
Main Street.”

The Sears store was going out 
of business and Marshall Insur-
ance would soon occupy the more 
visible Main Street space.

“By my calculations, we would 
increase business by 2 or 3 per-
cent,” he said of the move there in 
the early 2000s. “And it’s worked 
out quite well. We are happy.”

Between the two offices, in 
Lancaster and Berlin, the West-
cotts have nine employees. One 
is their daughter, Paige Elizabeth 
Westcott, who after graduating 
from Norwich, runs the Berlin 
office.

“We have more employees in 
the Lancaster office, but we work 
together as an agency and can 
forward calls between the branch 
offices,” said Greg. “We all work 
together as a team to solve insur-
ance problems for our clients.”

Today, Marshall Insurance is 
considered a medium-sized in-

surance agency and is licensed in 
N.H., Vermont, and Maine.

It offers insurance for home-
owners, vehicles, teen auto, boats 
and RVs, snowmobiles, motorcy-
cles, and business, and partners 
with 15 insurance companies 
across New England and the na-
tion.

“We enjoy helping people when 
they are in a time of need,” said 
Greg. “We do derive a lot of sat-
isfaction by helping people save 
money on their insurance premi-
ums.”

Although Marshall Insurance 
Agency does compete with on-
line insurers, there will always be 
a segment of customers that want 
face-to-face interaction, he said.

“You leave here with insur-
ance and you know your agent,” 
said Greg. “In your time of need, 
if you unfortunately have an ac-
cident, you come in here and we 
help you.”

Those wanting to get into the 
insurance business do not need a 
formal degree and can work their 
way up and go as far as they want 
to in the industry, he said.

“It’s a good profession for 
younger people to consider,” said 
Greg. “We weather recessions, we 
do well in good economies. Insur-
ance, not literally, though figura-
tively, makes the world go around 
… The spectrum of life is covered 
by insurance.”

A house fire or catastrophe can 
create a mini-economy of sorts, 
that puts electricians, plumbers, 
carpenters, and others to work, he 
said.

“When people pay insurance 
premiums, it goes go back to the 
community,” said Greg. “That 
money does get returned to the 
community in a time of need.”

The Westcotts are happy to be 
in a profession where they can 
make a difference.

“When my father-in-law gave 
me an opportunity, I saw the value 
in it,” said Greg.

He said, “It’s been an interest-
ing journey.”

BY ROBERT BLECHL
Staff Writer

Marshall Insurance Evolves Over 90 Years

COURTESY PHOTO

Marshall Insurance Agency in Lancaster, which grew from a small company specializing in insurance for 
farmers, to a medium-sized agency serving customers in three New England states, celebrates 90 years.

COURTESY PHOTO

Greg and Lynette Westcott, own-
ers of Marshall Insurance Agency 
in Lancaster.

Year of Opening/Founding: 
1998

A brief history of the busi-
ness: GSCS began because of a 
deep desire in the community for 
a Catholic School after Catholic 
Central closed in 1971. In 1996 
a group of St. John the Evange-
list parishioners and clergy met to 
discuss the possibility of re-open-
ing the former Catholic Central 
School, closed in 1970, or estab-
lishing an entirely new Catholic 
School. With the blessing of Fa-
ther Joseph Lively, the pastor of 
St. John’s, a steering committee 
of 15 parishioners formally be-
gan plans to start a new Catholic 
school. The steering committee 
proceeded to assess and repair 
the building to bring it up to code. 
Vermont Bishop Kenneth Angell 
and the Diocesan Administrative 
Board approved the opening of 
Good Shepherd Catholic School 
for the 1998-1999 school year 
as a Diocesan school. The steer-
ing committee became the Good 
Shepherd Catholic School Board.

Good Shepherd opened in 
1998 with 47 students enrolled 
in grades K-6, plus 21 pre-school 
and pre-K students. The School 
Board authorized the addition of 
grades 7 and 8 in 1999 and opened 

that year with an enrollment of 
117 students. In June of 2000, we 
had our first graduation, with two 
students graduating to ninth grade. 
Robert Gessner was principal for 
the school’s first 12 years and the 
school even utilized space at the 
Father Lively Center for a number 
of years.

The school continues to grow 
and offer many opportunities for 
leadership, excellence and spiritu-
al development.

An outline or highlight of the 
business offerings: Good Shep-
herd Catholic School’s mission 
is to prepare students for a life 
of learning, service, compassion, 
personal excellence and faith in 
God. There are a wide variety of 
offerings, including rigorous core 
classes as well as French, music, 
drama and art. The school em-
ploys 1 to 1 technology in grades 

5-8 and has a dedicated maker 
space within the library. There 
are many leadership opportuni-
ties built into the school day and 
regular community service is part 
of the culture although it varies 
grade by grade. There is an out-
door classroom which is utilized 
by all grades and disciplines, and 
the school’s central location al-
lows students to take advantage of 
the many activities the town has 
to offer including Catamount Arts 
performances, Fairbanks Museum 
exhibits and Athenaeum displays 
and readings. The school has a 
soccer team as well as a high-
ly respected basketball program 
for grades 4-8 as well as an after 
school running club.

In addition to the strong aca-
demic program, there are many 
other after school activities in-
cluding knitting, chess and origa-
mi club, math camp and special 
camps run by Siskins and the 
Northwoods Stewardship Center.

GSCS is a school with expe-
rienced and supportive teachers 
with amazing opportunities for its 
students.

Website: 
www.goodshepherdschoolvt.org 

Email: gscsoffice@ 
goodshepherdschoolvt.org.

Good Shepherd Catholic School Turns 20
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NEWBURY — The Frances 
Atkinson Residence for the Re-
tired located in the charming vil-
lage of Newbury is celebrating 55 
years of serving older people who 
may need some help and compan-
ionship in a cozy home-like atmo-
sphere.

The spacious, old two-story 
Colonial on Main Street offers 
13 rooms (most with private 
bathrooms), a full-service dining 
room, library, on-site beautician, 
large screened-in porch, a garden, 
and a wide variety of activities to 
keep the young at heart active in 
mind and body.

The non-profit was opened as 
a retirement home in 1963 as an 
outreach program of the United 
Church of Christ and named for 
the former owner of the proper-
ty. It is licensed by the state and 
ranked as one of the Best Care 
Centers for assisted living in Or-
ange County, according to the 
BCC web site.

“Our goal is to help residents 
stay active and involved, while 
supporting independence for as 
long as possible,” according to 
the facilities web site. “We strive 
to create a warm, congenial fami-
ly ambience in a smoke free, safe 
and comfortable environment.”

There aren’t many dull mo-
ments for residents who are freed 
from what were previously prob-
ably daily chores of cooking, 
cleaning and laundry since those 
services are provided, according 
to Director Peg Degoosh.

“A wide variety of activities, I 
guess that covers it,” she said, ex-
plaining what she meant. “Mon-
day the beautician is here and 

we call it spa day, Tuesday the 
book club meets in the morning 
and the 1st and 2nd graders come 
here in the afternoon – it’s a huge 
success, everyone loves it – then 
Wednesday we have card games, 
cribbage and dominoes, Thursday 
is the foot clinic, Friday afternoon 
there’s arts and crafts, Friday 
night is Bingo night (complete 
with prizes), Saturday is movie 
and popcorn night and Sunday are 
church services.”

In between all those activi-
ties professional entertainers like 
Rusty Dewees and Patrick Ross 
donate their time, and a resident’s 
son plays old favorites on the pia-
no. Volunteers from area schools 
come to visit and provide assis-
tance that residents enjoy.

“We’ve been very, very fortu-
nate here to have many special 
entertainers and students come 
here,” Degoosh said. “We have 
also adopted two kittens, who 
have the run of the place and I 
bring my dog, a standard poodle 

for residents to enjoy.”
On the dining side of the busi-

ness, she said they have a large 
garden that provides food and 
residents can, freeze, and preserve 
produce for the winter. Bread 
making is on the list of things to 
be done in the future, she added.

Degoosh’s professional career 
until joining the Frances Atkinson 
Residence in August of 2016 was 
based in mental health in schools, 
as a clinician, and in private prac-
tice. Assessment work for invol-
untary placements she said gave 
her a different perspective, as did 
her father’s health problems that 
led to his living at the Grafton 
County Nursing Home.

Both led her to appreciate her 
present position and understand 
better how she could help resi-
dents here.

“I found out there was a tre-
mendous need to have someone 
listen and understand,” she said. 
“I have learned so much since I’ve 
been here.”

Established 1980

The Helpful Place
31 Perras Road, Northumberland, NH

Phone: 603-636-1391 Fax: 603-636-1405
Toll Free: 800-545-0772
www.perrasace.com

Established 1980
Celebrate
Everything
Breakfast & Lunch

Everyday!RESTAURANT
OPEN  7 DAYS A WEEK AT 6:30 AM

603-444-5722
TAKE-OUT TOO!

Main St., Littleton – Next to Jax Jr. Cinema

Established 1980

Bruce Houghton & the Crew
2937 Red Village Road – Lyndonville, VT
Open For the Season Sat., April 28, 2018

“Don’t Forget to Remember”
Follow Us On Facebook!

Established 1981

1320 Rabbit Plain, St. Johnsbury, VT
802-748-5646 or 1-800-659-1446

Mon.-Fri. 9-5 • Sat. 9-2 • Closed Sunday
Flowers For All Occasions • Finest in Wedding Flowers

Full-Service Florist • Gifts • Plants • Balloons
We take pride in giving our customers individualized

attention to assure them the finest in floral arrangements.
Order by phone or online at: artisticgardensvt.com

Artistic GardensFlorist

Established 1981
Burke View Garage, Inc.

REPAIR WORK ON 
FOREIGN & DOMESTIC • CARS & TRUCKS

Brakes • Shocks • Exhaust • Oil Change • Tires

Official Vermont Inspection Station
ASE Certified Mechanic

“Where Quality isn’t expensive, it’s priceless.”

ROUTE 114 • E. BURKE RD. • LYNDONVILLE, VT

802-626-3282Monday - Friday 
8:00-5:00

Established 1981

Our mission is to develop active
learners, patient leaders, and engaged

citizens in a supportive community.

Head of School: Michelle Ralston

30 Lily Pond Road – 802.626.8552

www.theriversideschool.org

Wes Ward AUTO REPAIR
“Serving the Community Since 1981”

1193 Portland Street
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

Established 1981

802-748-3636 Wes & Paula Ward, Owners

Established 1981
Maple Center

Motors
Rt. 5, Memorial Drive, St. Johnsbury, Vermont

www.maplecentermotorsinc.com
email@maplecentermotors.com

802-748-4527
“You don’t pay more – You just get more!”

See Gary Sanborn, Kevin Sanborn or Doug Stetson

Established 1982

Appalachian Supply Inc.
PLUMBING/HEATING/ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES

COAL STOVES, BOILERS & FURNACES
MAPLE SUGARING SUPPLIES

Wholesale – Retail
Route 5 (North)      802-748-4513      St. Johnsbury, VT
Meadow St.            603-444-6336         Littleton, NH

Established 1982

Knight
Electric

1496 Crepeault Hill Rd. – St. Johnsbury, Vt.

802-748-3210
• Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Established 1982
Shear Sensations

Salon & Spa
Amy, Lori, Carla, Mickey, Holly, Kara, Heather, Liz,
Sharon, Destiny, Kattie, Kathleen, Calie, Natalia

102 DEPOT ST. • LYNDONVILLE, VT
802-626-8200

Walk-ins Welcome
Mon.-Fri. 9am-8pm • Sat. 9am-3pm

www.shearsensationsvt.com

Established 1982

Clean & Green… It’s a Vermont Thing

Carpet, Upholstery, Stone Floor, Grout,
Dryer Vent Cleaning and more.

1591 Memorial Drive, St. Johnsbury Ctr., VT 05819
802-748-3900 — topcarpetcleaningvt.com

Established 1982
Western Avenue Station
Car Wash • Repairs & Maintenance

160 Western Ave. • St. Johnsbury, Vt. • 802-748-2339

Dan Lapierre – Specializing 
in Custom Exhaust Bending

Established 1983
THE CARPET
CONNECTION

RETAIL & WHOLESALE     “The Flooring Specialists”

“We Sell Only Flooring; That SAVES You Money.”

199 Depot Street • Lyndonville, VT

802-626-9026
www.thecarpetconnectionvt.com

Established 1983

HEATING 
&   PLUMBING

122 Bugbee Crossing Road, W. Burke, VT

802-626-5841

Established 1983
KITTREDGE MORTGAGE

CORPORATION
NMLS #102926

ANNE C. KNIGHT, Loan Officer
NMLS#: VT 103916

OFFICE: 802-658-5145 
IN VERMONT: 1-800-339-4871 • FAX: 802-658-5484

E-MAIL: Anne@Kittmtg.com
23 PATCHEN ROAD • PO BOX 9220 

SOUTH BURLINGTON, VT 05407-9220

Established 1983
Riverside Life 
Enrichment 

Center
Adult Day Health

Services
Monday – Friday:
8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Saturday 9 a.m. – 3 pm
Serving Vermont’s 
Northeast Kingdom

2104 East Burke Road 
(Rt. 114)
Lyndonville, VT 05851
Telephone: 802-626-3900
Toll Free: 866-926-3900
Fax: 802-626-3939
e-mail: rlec@sover.net

Established 1983

CENTRAL STREET | WOODSVILLE, NH

603-747-2818

Stylin
g Salon &

Serenity Day Spa

For decades Lussier Auction 
has been in the business of sell-
ing off pretty much anything that 
needed to go for the best possible 
price.

Antiques, estates, livestock, 
farm & construction equipment, 
real estate and property from 
bankruptcy.

The Lyndonville company is in 
its third generation with the chil-
dren and grandchildren of founder 
Roger Lussier now involved in the 
company.

Roger Lussier started Lussier 
Auction in 1952 and his son Reg-
inald P. “Reg” Lussier joined him 
in 1973 and is now marking his 
45th year in the business.

Reg Lussier, who is well-known 
for his friendly smile and beloved 
New York Yankees cap while be-
hind the auction microphone, says 
his father taught him the business 
and gave him some good advice.

“Take care of your clients,” said 
Reg Lussier from his home office 
in Kirby.

Reg Lussier, said he’s seen it all 
during his years in the business.

“I once sold an armored person-
nel carrier,” said Lussier. “I think 
it was in the early 1980s.”

Lussier said that back in those 

days there was a small market 
for military surplus vehicles that 
could inspect and perform main-
tenance along power lines. He 
said the machine went for a pretty 
good price considering its narrow 
appeal.

“There’s not may people that 
want one,” said Lussier.

Today he works with his son 
Toby Lussier and son-in-law Matt 
Young to run the company which 
is licensed, bonded, and insured in 
Vermont, New Hampshire, Mas-
sachusetts and Connecticut. They 
have all equipment needed for a 
successful auction including tents, 
chairs, public address system and 

cattle ring.
Each year Lussier Auction 

kicks off the Caledonia County 
Fair with a benefit auction just be-
fore the fair officially opens for its 
annual late summer run.

The auction began the year af-
ter the original fairgrounds grand-
stand burned to the ground on 
Aug. 18, 1993 – just a few days af-
ter the fair had closed. In 1995, the 
all-metal grand stand was built. 
But it was expensive. Proceeds 
from the annual Lussier auction 
go to help pay off the bank note.

Lussier says the golden era 
of auctioneering was in the late 
1970s and early 1980s and that 
the world of digital devices and 
the Internet has had a big impact 
on the auction business. But those 
purchasing antiques through a 
smart phone are missing out on 
the fun of attending a live auction, 
said Lussier.

He says the entertainment as-
pect of live auctions remains alive 
and well and it’s that connection 
with audiences he embraces as he 
continues the family tradition on 
behalf of his clients. He says it 
also helps business.

“If you can make your crowd 
smile and laugh a bit you can do 
better,” said Lussier.

Lussier Auction and is a mem-
ber of Vermont and New Hamp-
shire Auctioneer’s Associations.

BY TODD WELLINGTON
Staff Writer

Lyndonville Auctioneer Reg Lussier 
Keeps Making Local Crowds Smile

FILE PHOTO

Lussier Auction founder Roger 
Lussier.

FILE PHOTO

Auctioneer Reg Lussier turns on the charm at the Caledonia County Fair.

COURTESY PHOTO

Residents and staff at Frances Atkinson Residence for the Retired enjoy 
a visit from Santa.

BY SALLY COOK
News Correspondent

Celebrating 55 Years: Frances Atkinson 
Residence For The Retired In Newbury

S8	 The Record - Business Recognition Edition	 Saturday, January 27, 2018	

CALEDONIAN Black Cyan Magenta Yellow

Black Cyan Magenta Yellow

A8

TECNAVIA



 [CROPPDFINORIG]

crop = -100 -25 -100 -25





Established 1984
JON PARKS TRACTOR

NEW & USED TRACTORS
NEW & USED IMPLEMENTS

SUMMER ST. – LANCASTER, NH 03584
PHONE: 603-788-4577

FAX: 603-788-3730

Pure Animal.

Established 1984
Michael K. Walsh & Son

BUILDERS
Danville, Vermont • 802-684-3977

• New Construction • Remodeling
• General Carpentry

REASONABLE RATES
QUALITY WORKMANSHIP

Established 1984 
Quality Sanding • Refinishing

Sales and Installation of 
Hardwood and  Softwood

Flooring
Over 40 Years Experience

•
P.O. Box 136

West Danville, VT 05873
Wood Floor Service 

802-563-2512 • 1-800-286-8895

Established 1984
Topic of the Town
FAMILY RESTAURANT
30 MAIN ST., LITTLETON

603-444-6721
www.thetopicofthetown.com

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER
Sun. 6am-noon • Mon.,-Tue.-Thu. 6am-2pm • Wed.-Fri.-Sat. 6am-8pm

“Where People
Never Leave

Hungry”

« Everyday is Senior Discount Day 60+  10%
« Daily Lunch – $3.99 Blue Plate Special (tax included)

« Wednesday is Buffet Night – 5 pm

Established 1984

P.O. Box 570, 1453 Hospital Drive
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

802-748-7542 • Fax: 802-748-7545
www.calexambulance.org

www.buldanambulance.org

CALEX CALEDONIA-ESSEX
AREA AMBULANCE
SERVICE

Established 1985

Specializing in Engineering, Manufacturing, Administrative
Executive Management & Medical Placements

Kate Cassady, Executive Director
Trisha Cross, Office Administrator 

603-444-1261
Fax: 603-444-4895

www.golittleton.com/allstaff
Please send resumes to:

kcassady@allstaffcorp.com

Established 1985
802-748-9908
800-320-2013

2280 Memorial Drive
St. Johnsbury, Vermont 05819

visit our web site at www.questtrans.com

Established 1985

Darryel Corrow-Master Plumbers License since 1980

Residential & Commercial
168 Rt. 114, East Burke, VT

802-626-9942 • 802-535-7290

Established 1985
Martin’s Cleaning

Services
Compare Our Rates and Save

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning 
& Janitorial Service

IN YOUR HOME OR PLACE OF BUSINESS
Free Estimates – Fully Insured

Edward G. Martin Jr. – Littleton, N.H. 603-444-7062

www.paulinesboutique.com
Main Street • West Stewartstown, NH • 603-246-3303

Free Gift Wrapping • Layaway

ESTABLISHED 1985

Pauline’s Boutique
& Jewelers

Established 1985
Randy’s Home Repair

Sheetrocking & Painting • Roofing
Decks • Vinyl Siding & Trim
Jacking & Foundation Repair

Bathrooms & Kitchens
Refinishing Old Floors
FULLY INSURED

COMPLETE RENOVATIONS
Harvey Replacement Windows • Storm Doors • Basement Windows

802-748-6556

Established 1986
Louise “Weeza” Sanderson

802-626-9622

BOOKKEEPING 
SERVICE

Professional • Confidential
Pick-Up/Drop-off Service

Route 114
East Burke, VT 05832

Established 1986
David A. Lussier

REAL ESTATE AGENCY
FARMS • ACREAGE • HOMES • INVESTMENT PROPERTIES

Box 872 – 540 Main Street – Lyndonville, VT 05851

802-626-9541 (Office)
David A. Lussier 802-626-8482
Steve Young 802-274-1275

e-mail:lussier@kingcon.com
www.lussierrealestateagency.com

Established 1986
EHDanson
Associates, PLLC

Architects
Roy E. Ward, AIA
PRINCIPAL

357 Western Avenue                      tel 802 748 5239
Suite 104                                       fax 802 748 1085
P.O. Box 4069                                 e-mail roy@ehdanson.com
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819                web www.ehdanson.com

ALL TYPES
Income Tax Preparation

Established 1986
P.D.Q. TAX SERVICE, INC.
41 Years Tax Preparation • 49 Years Accounting Experience

51 Adams Dr. – St. Johnsbury, VT 05819
Phone: 802-748-3382 • Fax: 802-748-4919

pdqtax@charter.net 

Robert Wilkins, Enrolled Agent
Vera Wilkins, Owner

Established 1986

TRACK SIDE
FARM & GARDEN CENTER

51 Cottage Street, Littleton, NH
603-444-6518

PET FOODS & SUPPLIES,
SHAVINGS & GARDEN SUPPLIES

130 Before Auto Dr., West Burke, VT 05871
802-467-8360

beforeauto@charter.net
Auto Sales & Autobody Repairs

Over 25 Years Experience
Fully Insured

Brad & Kim Before Prop.

Established 1987

Established 1987
MAGNUS & ASSOCIATES

St. Johnsbury, VT  802-748-5555
• Tax Planning & Preparation

• IRAs • SEPs • 403Bs • 401Ks • 529s
offered by

ED MAGNUS, Registered Representative
HD VEST

F INANCIAL  SERV ICES
Securities offered through H.D. Vest Investment Services™,

A non-bank subsidary of Wells Fargo & Company. Member SIPC
6333 N. State Highway 161, 4th Floor - Irving, Texas 75038 - 972-870-6000

COURTESY PHOTO

Present day staff members at Caledonia Home Health Care & Hospice, a division of Northern Counties 
Health Care, Inc. The building is named after the former Caledonia Home Health Care executive director, 
Joan Blankinship.

ST. JOHNSBURY — Cale-
donia Home Health Care & 
Hospice, a division of Northern 
Counties Health Care, Inc., cele-
brates its 50th year of serving the 
community this year.

Caledonia Home Health Care 
was established in 1968 under 
the leadership of Dr. Ralph Jar-
dine and a group of community 
members interested in the provi-
sion of home health care services. 
In 1981 Caledonia Home Health 
Care expanded its services to in-
clude hospice and hospice home-
making services.

In 1985, an “Analysis of Or-
ganizational Options” was com-
pleted by the Vermont Health 
Policy Corporation. The analysis 
recommended a merger between 
Caledonia Home Health Care & 
Hospice and Northern Counties 
Health Care, the first Federally 
Qualified Health Center in Ver-
mont (FQHC), founded by David 
Reynolds in 1976. The Caledo-
nia Home Health Care executive 
director, Joan Blankinship an-
nounced her retirement and 
David Reynolds, the executive 
director of Northern Counties 
Health Care, was named Cale-
donia Home Health Care & Hos-
pice’s executive director.

The formal merger of Caledo-
nia Home Health Care & Hospice 
and Northern Counties Health 
Care, Inc. was completed in 1988.

Caledonia Home Health Care 
& Hospice continues to grow to-
day under the leadership of Treny 
Burgess, director, and Shawn 
Tester, chief executive officer of 
Northern Counties Health Care, 
Inc., a not-for-profit organization.

Caledonia Home Health Care 
& Hospice provides comprehen-
sive in-home care and support 
services to persons of all ages 
throughout Caledonia and south-
ern Essex counties through a va-
riety of programs. Maternal and 
child health nurses provide med-
ical treatment and preventative 
education to pregnant women, 
new mothers and children.

Long-term-care case managers 
coordinate homemaker, personal 
care services and community re-
sources affecting the social deter-
minants of health to chronically 
ill individuals to allow them to 

remain at home. The home care 
and hospice team includes highly 
skilled nurses, medical director, 
rehabilitation therapists, medical 
social workers, clergy and nurse 
aides who work together to pro-
mote healing and independence 
for some, and comfort, guidance 
and assistance with end-of-life 
decision making for others.

Director Treny Burgess has 
been with Caledonia Home 
Health Care for over 20 years. “It 
is a unique experience to see a pa-
tient in their own home, to form a 
relationship beyond the walls of a 
facility. Our staff spend countless 
hours with patients and their fam-
ilies, realizing the joys and chal-
lenges they experience every day. 
What a privilege it is to share a 
new mom’s excitement when her 
child smiles at her for the first 
time, to hold a young man as he 
takes his first step with his arti-
ficial leg, or to hold the hand of 
a woman as her husband takes 
his final breath. I am blessed to 
work with some of the most gen-
erous and compassionate people 
in serving our community every 
day.”

Caledonia Home Health Care 
& Hospice/Northern Counties 
Health Care, Inc. has joined com-
munity partners in forming the 

Caledonia and Southern Essex 
Accountable Health Communi-
ty in an effort to work collabo-
ratively and improve the health 
and well-being of the people in 
the communities we serve. This 
includes addressing issues known 
as the “Social Determinants 
of Health”: Financial security; 
physical and mental health; food 
security and housing.

Shawn Tester, CEO of North-
ern Counties Health Care, said, 
“The work we do at Caledonia 
Home Health & Hospice is in-
credibly important to the fabric 
of our local health care system, 
but we recognize it takes all of 
us working together to create 
healthy communities. Through 
our partnerships, we are trans-
forming how we care for our pa-
tients and how we work together 
to improve the health outcomes 
for the people we serve. Together 
with our partners, we are commit-
ted to creating a vibrant, prosper-
ous communities.”

Caledonia Home Health Care 
& Hospice/Northern Counties 
Health Care, Inc. is located at 161 
Sherman Dr., St. Johnsbury. The 
organization employees 125 indi-
viduals. For more information, go 
to www.nchcvt.org; email info@
nchcvt.org; or call 802-748-8116.

BY ROSIE SMITH
Staff Writer

Caledonia Home Health Celebrates 
50 Years Of Serving The Community

COURTESY PHOTO

The groundbreaking ceremony for the future site of Caledonia Home 
Health Care and Northern Counties Health Center on Sherman Drive in 
1987 — from left, Barbara Smith, Northeastern Vermont Regional Corp.; 
John C. Smith, Northern Counties Health Centers; and Patty McLam 
representing Caledonia Home Health Care Agency.

Owner: Bernard K Timson Jr
Address: 1062 Railroad St. St. 

Johnsbury, Vt.
Email: paradigmofvt@yahoo.

com
Year of Founding: 1973
A brief history of the busi-

ness:
Right out of high school, af-

ter graduating from the building 
trades program at Lyndon Insti-
tute, Bernie worked part-time for 

himself while working with Mau-
rice Colby and David Clough. A 
couple of years later he started out 
on his own full time. From there 
the company expanded into man-
aging and renovation of apartment 
buildings and building storage 

sheds at Junction 2 & 18 Self Stor-
age, LLC.

An outline or highlight of the 
business offerings:

Timson’s is a full-scale build-
ing and remodeling company 
that specializes in replacement 
and new-construction windows 
and doors, and vinyl siding. They 
build from the ground up or will 
happily accommodate small reno-
vation projects.

Celebrating 45 Years:  
Timson’s Building & Siding, Inc
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Established 1987
RITE WAY SPORTS
Always Buying Used Guns

Over
1500
Guns

O
Rte. 15, Hardwick, VT • 802-472-5916

www.ritewaysports.com

Established 1987
TEAM SPORTS 
PRODUCTS, 
UNIFORMS 

& EQUIPMENT

SCREEN PRINTING
246 Church Street

Lyndonville, VT 05851
802-626-8235 • Fax: 802-626-6180

wheelersport@gmail.com

Ski, Bike & Outdoor Store
Retail, Rentals and Repairs, Clothing & Accessories

Vince Jacob • John Worth
802-626-3215

www.eastburkesports.com

439 Route 114
P.O. Box 189

East Burke, VT

Established 1988

Established 1988
CELEBRATING 30 YEARS!

Joe’s Brook Real Estate, Inc.
Route 15 • Walden, VT 05873

802-563-2120
joesbrk@together.net

Norbert Rowell, Partner         Elizabeth A. Wilkel, Partner
“where the people of the north country

buy and sell their real estate”

Established 1988

THEODORE G.
FARIS
Forester

Portable Welding Service
“Proud sponsor of: National Pie Day”

PO Box 124, Route 5
Barnet, VT 05821
802-633-3020 Office

Established 1989

Echo • Stihl • Husqvarna • Honda
Exmark • DR

SALES | SERVICE | PARTS | ACCESSORIES
Your Power Sports & Equipment Headquarters

FIND US ON

Established 1990

U.S. ROUTE 2 • DANVILLE, VT.
802-684-2574
OPEN EVERY DAY

Homemade Hot Soups • Grinders • Lunch Specials
Fresh Hot Coffee • 24/7 Gas

Serving “VAST” Corridor Trails, 2, 5, 15 & 51 in Danville

Established 1990

Annie Guyer
Certified Residential Appraiser

VT Certified Appraiser TEL: 802-626-9357
FHA & VA Approved FAX: 802-626-6913

791 Broad Street, Lyndonville, Vermont
reynolds@reynoldsappraisals.org

Established 1990
Tri State Drilling & Boring, Inc.

• hydro-fracking • water wells
• pump & water services

YEAR-ROUND FULL SERVICE
Licensed in VT, NH & MA

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

802-467-3123
Rte. 5, W. Burke, VT

Over 30 Years Experience
DRILLING & BORING

Established
1991

Sandra Day, BC-HIS, LHAD • Diane LaRose, Office Manager

Consultants and Licensed Hearing Aid Dispensers
198 Eastern Ave. – St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

Hours: Mon., Tue. & Wed. | 9-4
328 Main St. – Newport, VT 05855

Hours: By Appt.
802-748-4852 – (800) 838-4327
armstrongsbetterhearing.com

FOUNDATIONS • SLABS • FROST WALLS 
SEPTIC SYSTEMS • COMPLETE SITE WORK  

DUMP TRUCK SERVICES • FORESTRY SERVICES
SUGAR BUSH THINNING

One Call

Does
It All!

Established 1991

Established 1991
BILL THURSTON

EXCAVATING
Driveways • Landscaping • Septic Systems

Stump Removal • Complete Site Work
Water & Electrical Lines • Ponds

463 Parker Ave.
St. Johnsbury, VT

802-748-3659

Established 1991

Jacque-Lynn
Mackay,
Owner

Phone:
802-748-1101

Certified instruction in Ballet, Tap, Jazz &
Modern (Ages 5-18) • Pre-Dance (Ages 3 & 4)
Gain technique and self-confidence in a positive, structured,

non-competitive atmosphere.

Established 1991
Danville Dental Group, PLC

Zahra Khorrami, d.d.s.

31 Mountain View Drive
Danville, VT 05828

P 802-684-1133 • F 802-684-1138
www.danvilledentalgroup.com

frontdesk@danvilledentalgroup.com

Established 1991
ELECTROLYSIS

By Kathy Norris - Licensed
The Only Approved Method of Permanent Hair 

Removal For Men and Women
CONFIDENTIAL • PRIVATE

COMFORTABLE ATMOSPHERE
Call Now For Free Consultation

Gift Certificates • Call for Appointment
802-626-9776

Rte. 5, 5839 Memorial Drive, Lyndon, Vt.

Established 1991

Lewis Appliance
Factory Authorized Service & Repair

• Electrolux • Frigidaire • Bosch
and most major appliances

WAYNE LEWIS
WATERFORD, VT. • 802-748-6561

Established 1991
Our 26th Year in Business!

Your Full Service
PowerSports 

& Tractor Dealer
515 Union Street . Littleton, NH 03561

603.444.5003   FAX 603.444.2405
www.littletonmotorsports.com

COURTESY PHOTO

Four generations of loggers, clockwise from bottom left, Jackson Mitchell, Jr., with son Jackson III (holding 
grandson Jackson IV), son Matthew, and father Jackson Sr., holding the crosscut saw he began logging with.

Jackson Mitchell began logging 
with horses and handsaws.

Today he uses grapplers and 
skidders, loaders and excavators.

Much has changed over the years, 
but Mitchell remains the same, a 
hard-working son of the Northeast 
Kingdom who has made his living 
in the woods, one tree at a time. And 
he has the scars to prove it.

“I’ll tell you what, if you work in 
the woods you earn every dollar,” 
Mitchell said. “It’s hard work.”

He traces the origin of Jackson 
Mitchell Logging back 50 years 
to when he attended the Lyndon 
Campus School and a teacher, June 
Elliott, hooked him up with a fire-
wood order.

“This was before I even had a 
driver’s license,” Mitchell said. 
“[Mrs. Elliott] got me an order 
of firewood for the St. Johnsbury 
House, they wanted some white 
birch firewood.”

This was back when Mitchell 
was assisting his father, Jackson Sr., 
a Korean War veteran who spent 
time working for the railroad and 
Fairbanks Scales before settling 
into a logging career, beginning on 
the John Hall Farm in Newark.

The only boy among four chil-
dren, Mitchell was raised in the 
logging industry, in the days before 
skidders, and quickly grew to like it.

“[My father] started out with 
a horse, I used to help him, I used 
to ride the horse back and forth,” 

Mitchell said. “I worked for $3 a 
day. Every summer I tried to get my 
dad to go up another buck a day.”

The firewood business grew 
slowly over time, with Mitchell 
originally charging $16 per cord, 
loading the wood into the back of 
his father’s truck, and making deliv-
eries half a cord at a time.

Eventually they replaced the 
horses with skidders, the handsaws 
with chainsaws, and added various 
other heavy equipment to make the 
difficult and dangerous job a little 
easier and safer.

In time Mitchell graduated from 
Lyndon Institute and took the busi-
ness over. He would buy properties, 
log them, then sell them. He esti-
mates owning 1,500 acres at one 
time.

Today the business maintains 
around 200 steady customers and 
annually sells over 400 cords of 
wood. They also cut logs for lumber 
and pulp.

“It’s grown into a real good busi-
ness,” Mitchell said.

Over time there were challeng-
es, with mounting regulations and 
fluctuating prices, but Mitchell per-
severed thanks to Yankee wisdom, 
a sharp business mind, and good 
relationships with customers.

He also practiced ethical logging. 
Sure, he was complying with reg-
ulations, but he also had an aware-
ness of forest management, know-
ing that over cutting was bad for the 
environment.

“You’ve got to take care of the 
forest and leave it good for the next 
generation,” he said.

That next generation includes 
sons Jackson III and Matthew, who 
are expected to carry on the busi-
ness when Mitchell retires, which 
he expects will be sooner, rather 
than later.

He’s earned it. Mitchell sports all 
manner of scars. He’s been struck 
by falling limbs, nicked by an axe, 
and cut with a chainsaw. It speaks 
to the dangerous nature of logging.

“You name it, it happened,” 
Mitchell said.

Something else that happened: 
Mitchell developed a soft spot for 
trees. Some of them, at least.

For the past 20 years he has oc-
casionally left old, tall trees stand-
ing. He can’t quite explain why, but 
there’s a connection between the 
logger and the tree, who have both 
spent decades in the forests of the 
Northeast Kingdom.

“I’m getting old, and some trees 
I just won’t cut. I’ll just let it grow,” 
Mitchell said. “I’ve left a few great 
big pine trees on a hillside, where 
the only person that really knows 
the tree’s there is me. I can come 
down [Interstate] 91 and see where 
I’ve cut, and I can look over and see 
that big pine tree is still standing.”

In a time when loggers are fewer 
and further between, Mitchell is a 
throwback to a different time, and 
he considers himself fortunate to 
have grown up in the timber indus-
try.

From horses and handsaws, to 
skidders and grapplers, he’s enjoyed 
the ride.

Said Mitchell, “I’ve had a great 
life in the woods and I love it.”

BY PAUL HAYES
Staff Writer

Jackson Mitchell Logging Turns 50

Owner: Annie Guyer
In business since: Founded in 

2008
Type of Business: Professional 

organization of licensed Realtors
Address: 791 Broad Street, Lyn-

donville, VT 05851
Website: 

www.homeinthekingdom.com
Emails:
annie@homeinthekingdom.com
mike@homeinthekingdom.com
kristy@homeinthekingdom.com
info@homeinthekingdom.com
A brief history of your busi-

ness:
Morrill & Guyer Associates, in 

Lyndonville, was founded in 2008 
by Annie Guyer and Don Morrill, 
natives of the Northeast Kingdom. 
In 2012, Don retired, selling his half 
of the business to Annie.

Annie has been in real estate for 
more than 20 years. She grew up 
on a family dairy farm in Peacham 
and graduated from the University 
of Vermont. In addition to marrying 
a Lyndon resident and raising four 
children in the Lyndon community, 
she is a long-time member of the 
Lyndon Area Chamber of Com-
merce, director at the Lyndon Out-
ing Club and is a Certified Residen-
tial Real Estate Appraiser. Recently 
Annie became a co-owner of NEK 
Cycling Studio LLC, which is also 
located at 791 Broad St. in Lyndon-
ville.

Agent Michael Channon is a na-
tive to the Northeast Kingdom, born 

and raised in Newark, where he re-
sides with his wife and two children. 
Being an avid outdoorsman, in con-
junction with his real estate knowl-
edge, has helped Mike in his own 
real estate ventures and enabled him 
to create a solid foundation and un-
derstanding of the market.

Agent Kristianne Dwinell is also 
a native to Vermont. She resides in 
Sutton with her husband Dennis and 
their children. She enjoys running, 
biking and hiking, and is familiar 
with the area and all it has to offer. 
She is eager to assist you in buy-
ing or selling your property in the 
Northeast Kingdom.

Business offerings:
The crew at Morrill & Guyer 

Associates offer real estate sales 
and services with a low pressure, 
welcoming atmosphere. Office as-
sistant, Heidi Gehlbach is the first to 
welcome you to the office, whether 
by phone or in person, helping to 
guide you to the right person.

Morrill & Guyer Associates are 
in the business of helping people 
with buying and selling property. 
The seasoned, professional agents 
grew up in the area and have the 
understanding of the local commu-
nity to serve the public well. Their 
focus is always on the customer’s 
needs and making sure the experi-
ence of buying or selling property is 
enjoyable and successful. Morrill & 
Guyer is not affiliated with a chain 
or big company — the agents have 
the time to build strong relation-

ships with clients. Annie, Mike and 
Kristianne are always ready to put 
their experience to work for all their 
customers.

Sharing the building with Morrill 
& Guyer Associates at 791 Broad St. 
is NEK Cycling Studio. The Studio 
is an indoor cycling facility. Classes 
are offered Monday through Satur-
day, and can accommodate beginner 
to experienced cyclers. Each class is 
structured so that the rider can go at 
their own pace with encouragement 
from an instructor. This is a great 
form of exercise for those who have 
had knee injuries. Indoor cycling 
has little to no impact on the joints 
so it can be extremely beneficial. All 
instructors are Mad Dogg certified, 
bringing knowledge and experience 
to all clients in order to meet their 
cycling needs and goals. Each in-
structor brings their own style to the 
class they offer, with an awareness 
and a passion to help those in their 
personal goals.

The clean facility offers ameni-
ties such as filtered water, towels 
for folks to use, and showers. The 
state-of-the-art LeMond Pro bikes 
are equipped with Pilot II monitors 
that provide the cyclists with their 
vital statistics as they ride, and that 
link directly to personal heart rate 
monitors. The computers track the 
miles that the rider travels during 
the class. The monitors on the bike 
also track cadence or RPM’s.

Morrill & Guyer Assoc. Celebrates 10 Years
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Established 1991

“ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND WASTE MANAGEMENT
AT THE LEAST COST TO OUR CITIZENS”

Reduce • Reuse
Recycle

224 CHURCH STREET – LYNDONVILLE, VT 05851
(802) 626-3532 • (800) 734-4602

www.nekwmd.org

NORTHEAST KINGDOM
WASTE MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

Established 1991

77 CONCORD AVENUE
ST. JOHNSBURY, VT

802-748-1953
WWW.TROMBLYPLUMBING.NET

PLUMBING • HEATING
AIR CONDITIONING

Established 1991

www.beginrealty.com
Danville 802-684-1127 • St. Johnsbury 802-748-2045

Property Management: 802-748-3183

Providing professional and courteous service
for all your real estate needs.

Start your 
search here.

Convenience Store

Established 1992
ST. JOHNSBURY
CENTER STATION
Route 5 – St. Johnsbury Center, Vt. • 748-8449

Now Offering Diesel!
• Deli Open Weekdays

5am-1pm
• Car Wash • Storage

Your One Stop Convenience Store

724 BROAD STREET, LYNDONVILLE

802-626-5888 • Walk-ins always welcome.
Complete Auto Services • Inspections • Tires

Hours: Monday - Friday, 7:30 - 5:00

Established 1992

Established 1992

THE METRIC WRENCH, INC.
4728 Memorial Drive, St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

Phone: 802-751-8577
Email: bbmetric@hotmail.com

Bob & Joanne Betrand
Jared Bertrand

ASE Certified Technician

Established 1992

113 Cottage Street, Littleton, NH 03561
603-444-1100 – Fax 603-444-0872

Toll Free (800) 572-6046
ndpsnorthway@gmail.com
www.NDPSworks.com

Established 1992
RICK’S GUN SHOP

Route 114
between LYNDONVILLE & EAST BURKE, VT.

802-626-1014 • 802-626-9752 FAX
1-800-577-GUNS

NEW • USED • BUY • SELL • TRADE
Hunting & Fishing Licenses
INDOOR ARCHERY RANGE

Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 9 AM-7:30 PM
Sat. & Sun. 9 AM-5 PM

Established 1992
Stahler Furniture
American Quality ~ Vermont Values

Carrying the Largest selection of 
Lyndon Furniture anywhere ~ 
Just one mile from the factory

Over 300 factory specials in stock
Custom Designs available

Route 5, Lyndonville, VT 
Call 1-800-439-5996 or visit www.stahlerfurniturec.om

1993–2
018

603.496.4808 / PO Box 376, Littleton NH / advancedgraphic.net

GRAPHIC DESIGN ANY TYPE OF PRINTED ADVERTISING

PACKAGE DESIGN LABELS I BOXES I ANY SHAPE OR SIZE 
TOURISM MARKETING PLANNING + BUDGETING

PRINTING OFFSET + DIGITAL I SHORT TO LARGE RUNS  

Established 1993
Bob’s Construction

• Foundations • Floors
• Mobile Home Slabs

• Foundations Under Existing Houses
Price stays the same from

beginning of job to the end of job.

34 Years Experience • ACI Certified
Robert Barnes 802-626-8763

802-535-5860
www.bobsconcreteconstruction.com

Established 1993

Phil & Starcy

BRANCH
INSURANCE

New Hampshire & Vermont Insurance Specialists
for Home, Auto, All Recreational Vehicles • Fast & Friendly

Use email and save $’s! branchinsurance@roadrunner.com
603-823-5250 • P.O. Box 909 • Franconia, NH 03580

Established 1993
Cole’s Redemption
BOTTLE ROOM: 7 DAYS, 8AM-8PM

STORE: 7 DAYS, 5AM-10PM

Coffee • Beer • Wine • Soda
Groceries • Lottery Tickets

642 Portland St., St. Johnsbury, VT
802-748-4866

Serving the Northeast Kingdom Since 1993

MAIN OFFICE
5043 US Rte 5, PO Box 331        

Derby VT 05829

Toll Free:  800.273.5371 
Business:  802.334.1200          

Fax:  802.334.5402

info@FarmAndForest.com  |  www.FarmAndForest.com

BURKE OFFICE
234 VT Rte 114, PO Box 400        

East Burke VT 05832

Business:  802.626.4222 
Rentals:  802.626.1161          

Fax:  802.626.1171

Established 1993

• Automatic Touch Free or
• Self-Service

970 MEADOW ST. – LITTLETON, N.H.
RAILROAD STREET – ST. JOHNSBURY, VT.

Established 1994

PHOTO BY AMY ASH NIXON

The Miss Lyndonville Diner has been run by the Gray family for 40 years.

LYNDONVILLE — When 
Vermont Life Magazine named 
the Miss Lyndonville Diner as 
the best place to have homemade 
pie for breakfast a few decades 
back, that one article alone put 
the place on the map.

From there, other food writers 
visited from The Boston Globe, 
The New York Times, and more, 
recalled Janet Gray Burnor, who 
opened the diner on Broad Street 
(Route 5) in the heart of Lyndon-
ville in 1978 — 40 years ago this 
year.

Of that Vermont Life piece, “It 
was a fantastic turning point for 
us!”

“The building was brought 
into Lyndonville in 1951,” said 
Burnor, who opened Miss Lyn-
donville with her late husband, 
Ashley, a beloved figure whose 
name is still spoken in the pop-
ular restaurant on a daily basis. 
She remarried a few years ago, 
but said her and Ashley’s dream, 
their management style, their 
commitment to the best food 
possible and friendly service is 
still very much alive all these 
years later.

Two of her stepdaughters, 
Ashley’s daughters from his 
first marriage, Kim Gaboriault 
and Heidi Sanborn, work in the 
family business and help to keep 
Miss Lyndonville humming, said 
Burnor.

“It had different names. It was 
the Rustic Restaurant when we 
bought it and we changed it to the 
Miss Lyndonville Diner, and way 
back it was called the Miss Lynn 
Diner. It was an original diner,” 
said Burnor in a recent interview 
from her winter home in Florida. 
“We were looking for the diner 
thing, with fresh food, to be the 
heart of the community.”

Both Janet and Ashley, who 
were veteran restaurant employ-
ees having met at a Big Boy fran-
chise in Toledo, Ohio, where she 
is from, were newbies to being 
owners — it was daunting.

Ashley’s family had celebrated 
the holidays in Canaan, Vt. when 
he was growing up in Florence, 
Mass. and he loved Vermont. She 
remembers the family, his three 
children who she is stepmom 
to, and their daughter together, 
a family of six, coming up and 
checking out the area and falling 
in love with Lyndonville.

Ashley’s dad had been 
part-owner of The Miss Florence 
Diner in his hometown.

They had seen a photo of the 
breathtaking Willoughby Lake 
on a phone book cover, so came 
up to explore on a family vaca-
tion, she said. They weren’t sure 
how they’d make a living here, 
but wanted to move their family 
here for the schools and the way 
of life in northern Vermont.

“I was scared to death in the 
beginning,” said Burnor. “I re-
member Ashley told me, ‘Don’t 
worry. We are going to stand here 
and do what we’ve always done. 
We’ll be fine.’ “

In addition to Heidi and Kim 
being so critical to the operations 
of the restaurant — Heidi in the 
office and Kim on the floor at the 
diner — the restaurant has also 
had longtime, loyal employees 
who are like family, emphasized 
Burnor.

Travis Butts, the store man-

ager, gave his son Ashley for his 
middle name, he’s such a part of 
the family and has worked at the 
diner since he was 14.

“Ashley hired Travis, and he 
said to me at one point, ‘Tra-
vis is the best employee I have 
ever seen.’ He loved Travis like 
a son,” said Burnor. “Travis 
loved Ashley like a father. Travis 
learned from him, it was a tough 
love kind of thing.”

“One of the special things 
about the diner is that spe-
cial sense of community,” said 
Burnor. “The locals have brought 
so much to the table over the de-
cades — they call me at home 
and tell me things! They’ve been 
extraordinarily helpful over the 
years.”

When the diner first opened, 
the Grays were open 5 a.m. to 2 
p.m., Monday-Saturday, so they 
could be home with their kids at 
night and have Sundays off. “We 
had one part-time employee and 
one full-time employee, that’s 
how we started, and then it got 
to the point if one of us got sick, 
it would have been a problem.”

The menu in the early days 
had just eight items, and today 
has dozens, said Burnor.

“It grew and changed over 
time,” she said. “We put six addi-
tions on the building, to the point 
where we had to go up!” The lot 
is tight, with a hillside directly 
behind it and Route 5’s busy traf-
fic right outside their front door 
with little buffer.

At one point, wanting to ex-
pand, the Grays thought about 
bulldozing the building and con-
structing new. “It was put out 
there and those guys had a fit, 
they said, ‘You have got to be 
kidding! You can’t do that!’ ”

Classic sandwiches and plat-
ters have been favorites for 
years, including the North Coun-
try Special, The Vermonter, The 
Swiss Lad, and The Hamburger 
Deluxe, said Burnor.

“You always know what to 
expect when you go to the diner, 
because those core things never 
change,” she said.

The fame of the Miss Lyndon-
ville has traveled far and wide, 
said Burnor, “We had a custom-
er tell us we were a question on 
Jeopardy!”

The pies which landed the 
diner in that fateful Vermont 
Life edition all those years ago 
still are a source of deep pride, 

and include fresh strawberry and 
blueberry, chocolate cream, ma-
ple cream, mile-high coconut and 
banana cream pies, and the din-
er’s special hot fudge ice cream 
cake.

“Those are the ones that have 
been there from the beginning,” 
said Burnor. 

Burnor said, “I would say the 
diner is 50 percent us, and what 
we do, and 50 percent of what 
the people bring to it. The atmo-
sphere of the diner is so unique.”

That atmosphere, she said, “is 
definitely created by the energy 
between our customers and our 
staff.” People pick up on a con-
versation they started the day 
before, and the rapport is infec-
tious, she said. “Even when tour-
ists come in, they can recognize 
that … It’s where you come to 
meet your neighbor. It’s almost 
like anything that’s going on in 
the community goes on in the 
diner. It’s wonderful, it’s so spe-
cial, and I do think it’s unique.”

Regulars of the Miss Lyndon-
ville have been on a first name 
basis with longtime staff for de-
cades in some cases.

Roy Grant has been eating at 
the diner twice a day for years, 
he said. He’s been a custom-
er since before the Gray family 
owned it. He estimated he’s been 
a regular for a half-century.

On a radio program sponsored 
by Grant’s construction business, 
people are told they can find him 
at his second office, the diner. He 
starts his day there at 5:30 a.m. 
most days, he said, and comes 
back later in the day for lunch.

Grant was good friends with 
the late Ashley Gray, and contin-
ues to come to the diner where he 
gets both good food and fast ser-
vice, and camaraderie with the 
staff and locals he’s friends with.

“The food is good,” said 
Grant, saying the diner is like his 
second home — it’s such a big 
part of his life.

He’s not alone. The diner has 
many locals that are that fiercely 
loyal, and who patronize the din-
er at least once a day — if not 
more.

“I know the people here, the 
food is the best in town, and the 
service is fast,” said Shawn Kin-
caid, who was seated with Grant 
on a recent weekday afternoon, 
finishing up lunch. “I’m friends 
with most of the people here. It’s 
the best place in town to go to.”

Homemade Pies, 
Community, 

Diner Classics 
Still Popular

Miss Lyndonville Diner Turns 40

PHOTO BY AMY ASH NIXON

Miss Lyndonville Diner Chef Reid Asaro puts up an order on a recent 
afternoon.

BY AMY ASH NIXON
Staff Writer

Established 1994

g EMPLOYEE ASSISTANCE
g LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
g WORKPLACE CONSULTATION

104 Federal St., St. Johnsbury, VT
802-748-3868      www.caseyEAP.com
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Established 1995

Your Full-line Pet Store
Whether it flies, swims, slithers or crawls …

we have it!
1216 Railroad Street, Ste. 6

St. Johnsbury, Vt. • 802-748-8858
www.aquarealmaquarium.com

Established 1995
BROOME POWER EQUIPMENT

1029 SEVERANCE HILL ROAD
CONCORD, VT 05824

(802) 748-8568

Service BEYOND COMPARE

JONSERED T-F/7:00-5:00
SAT/7:00-12:00

Established 1995
COUNTRY

STYLES
Janet Carson

Family Hair Care
336 Hill St. • Danville, Vt.

802-684-2152
Home Service Available to Shut-ins

Open Mon.-Fri., Tue. Evenings

Established 1995
Harold’s Concrete Construction
QUALITY FLOORS, SLABS & FOUNDATIONS

New Foundations
Under Existing Homes

Free Estimates Call …

802-695-1341802-695-1341
www.haroldsconcreteconst.com

Established 1995

MARK’S 
AUTOMOTIVE

Foreign & Domestic Repairs
West Barnet Road • Barnet Center, Vt.

Gary Roy Jr. • Eric Hesseltine Jr.
Mark & Laurie Jefferson

802-633-3863

Established 1995

Teresa’s 
TOUCH OF STYLE

Family Hair Care
Relaxed Atmosphere   Teresa Poginy, Owner/Stylist

Soma – Organic Hair Care

Red Village Road • East Lyndon, VT • 802-626-3132
Tuesday – Thursday – Friday By Appointment

Established 1996

Chad’s
Barber Shop

27 Elm Street
Lyndonville, Vt.

Tue., Wed., Thu., 8-5 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-Noon

Established 1996
Fully Insured

Cricket Chimney Services
Specializing in Relinings

Inspections • Cleanings • Caps
Repairs • Stove Installations

Masonry Work • Insurance Claims

Kent Sourbeer, Owner
802-626-3003 • 802-279-4750
www.cricketchimneyservice.com

Established 1996

TARPS ~ PROPANE ~ HARDWARE

And a Whole Lot MORE
22 Memorial Drive, St. Johnsbury • 802-748-4208
10 Railroad Street, Wells River, VT • 802-757-2000

STORE HOURS:
M-F: 7:30-5:30 • SAT: 8:30-4:30 • SUN: 9-2

www.dads4bytool.com

2190 Main St., Bethlehem, NH • Phone: 603-869-5880
Hours: Mon-Fri 8-5; Sat 9-3 • www.thefloorworks.com

Established 1996
CARPET • RUGS • WOOD

TILE & STONE • VINYL
COUNTERTOPS

Stunning 7,000 Sq. Ft. Showroom
Commercial/Residential

Expert Installation • Free Design Consultation

Established 1996

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
• Carpet Cleaning
• Area Rugs & Upholstery
• Water Damage Restoration
• Window Washing
• Pressure Washing
• Interior Painting

Greg & Lottie Nelson • (802)626-3730

Established 1996

Fashions and 
Furnishings for Home,
Lodge, Camp and Cabin

Fine French Wine
NEW! Fred Little, Jeweler

Fred & Robin Little
370 Railroad Street • St. Johnsbury, Vt. • 802-748-2423

Established 1996

Tim’s Deli
580 Portland St. – St. Johnsbury, Vt.

802-748-3118
Join us in our Dining Room or Take It Home

Every Saturday Tim’s Famous Chicken Pie
Fri. & Sat. – All You Can Eat Fried Haddock

Sun. & Mon. Closed • Tue.-Wed.-Thu. 7am-2pm
Fri. 7am-8pm • Sat. 7am-7pm

Established 1997

113 Cottage Street, Littleton, NH 03561
(603) 444-1112   Fax (603) 444-0872

northway@ndpsworks.com
www.NorthwayBusinessServices.com

Excavating • Lawn Installation • Bark Mulch
Bushhogging • Hardscaping • Retaining Walls

Sweeping • Fencing • Light Trucking • Lot Clearing
Plowing/Sanding • Driveway Maintenance & Repair

JEFF CLEVELAND
802-626-0933 – CELL 802-535-7069

765 Mitchell Drive, Lyndonville, VT

Established 1997

Established 1998

200 East Burke Road, Lyndonville, Vt.
877-626-4200 • 802-626-4200

www.gouldwell.com
Your local water professionals – from drilling
your well to water treatment. Give us a call.

PHOTO BY ROSIE SMITH

Wayne Comeau, at right, is shown with customer John Findlay, who is in the process of cleaning out his 
mother’s home. Wayne purchased some items from John’s mother’s estate. In the background are some of 
the many coins Wayne has purchased and has up for sale — a key component of his business at Route 5 
Antiques & Collectibles.

LYNDONVILLE — A lot of 
changes have taken place since 
Wayne Comeau first started deal-
ing in antiques and collectibles 
back in 1993. Those changes have 
affected the business greatly, espe-
cially the EBay phenomenon, and 
the next generations of adults that 
don’t have an interest in collecting 
antiques and items, like their par-
ents and grandparents once did.

Wayne started the business in 
1993 as a hobby — “it started out 
as a hobby, then I kind of fell into 
it.” Previously, he ran a successful 
excavating business in the area for 
many years. He wanted to “sim-
plify his life.”

At first, Wayne rented a spot in 
an antique store which operated 
out of a building on Broad Street 
in Lyndonville, which at one time 
housed a fitness center. Deciding 
he wanted to be on his own, he and 
his wife Pam purchased the build-
ing at their present location, now 
Route 5 Antiques & Collectibles 
at 277 Main St. in Lyndonville, 
and have been there ever since, at 
one time living in the apartment 
over the store.

Wayne has rented “booths” to 
vendors, for many years having 
up to 35 individuals using space in 
the store. The age group of these 
vendors was in the 50s to 60s. 
These vendors would have spac-
es rented all over New England, 
when antiquing was so popular. 

As these vendors passed away 
or moved on, there was decline 
in people wanting to get into the 
business. Now he is down to three 
vendors.

Wayne also deals with “pick-
ers,” people who purchase truck-
loads of items and bring them to 
his store. When they show up, he 
has to buy the whole load. Then 
the next day, customers show up 
to see what his recent purchases 
consisted of. He has always kept 
track of what his customers are 
looking for, so he can give them a 
call when an item they are looking 
for shows up.

In order to cut down on inven-
tory, Wayne will group together 
enough items to fill a trailer and 
bring them to auction. He believes 
it’s better to sell them for whatever 
he can get, as opposed to sitting in 
his store and not going anywhere.

The top seller in the store is col-
lectible coins, Wayne said. This 
aspect of the business — buying 
and selling old coins — is still go-
ing strong. Wayne takes this part 
of the business very seriously and 
wants to give his customers a fair 
price when buying their coins, 
or selling them the coins they’ve 
been looking for.

Wayne talked about a collector 
in Panama City, Fla., Larry Lee, 
owner of Coin and Bullion Re-
serve, who showed up in Route 5 
Collectibles a couple years back. 
Lee had purchased a rare 1913 
Walton nickel for over 2 million 
dollars in 2013 and made nation-
al news. When Lee showed up at 

Route 5 Collectibles, Wayne re-
alized who he was. When asked 
why he purchased the nickel, Lee 
said “he trusted that nickel more 
than I trust the banks.” Lee has 
returned to Route 5 Collectibles 
for the last two years, and has ac-
tually purchased some coins from 
Wayne.

“It has been a good business, 
up until about 10 years ago when 
EBay came out,” Wayne said. 
Before EBay, people didn’t have 
many options for selling their 
merchandise. “Now they put it 
online, but they never get what 
they think they’re going to get,” 
he added.

Wayne still has on display a 
collection of dishware, toys, tools, 
furniture, etc. At one time, he 
would purchase from estate sales, 
but not so much anymore. People 
are into selling their own items, 
not realizing that most of those 
items are not as valuable as they 
once were. “The younger genera-
tions just aren’t interested in col-
lecting and antiques.”

Wayne has a warning for those 
who are “pack rats.” He said, 
“there’s no way I’m going to leave 
my house like some do, for their 
kids to clean up” after their gone.

His words of wisdom, “Don’t 
fall in love with something that 
doesn’t breathe!”

Wayne is the proprietor and 
sole employee of Route 5 Col-
lectibles. The store hours are from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily, closed on 
Tuesdays. 

BY ROSIE SMITH
Staff Writer

Old Coins Is Key Component At 
Route 5 Antiques & Collectibles

COURTESY PHOTO

Pets in one of the special play areas at North Danville Pet Hotel.

For close to 20 years, the 
North Danville Pet Hotel, at 
1319 North Danville Rd. in Dan-
ville, has been giving pets the 
preferred guest treatment.

Founded in 1998 by Sarah Ely, 
the pet hotel has been owned and 
operated by Laurie Speicher 
since 2003.

Speicher purchased the busi-
ness from Ely after discovering 
the pet hotel by chance and at the 

absolute right time.
“I moved in from Pennsylva-

nia,” said Speicher. “The Poco-
nos. A friend of mine moved up 
here and I had driven her up here 
and I really loved the area. So I 
went home and she called back 
and told me this place was for 
sale. And I’ve always loved dogs 
and I so thought this would be a 
great opportunity to move up to 
a fantastic state and this business 
is great. I love it.”

The pet hotel features two so-
cial areas for dogs that allow the 
dogs to run around and play with 

each other. There is one for larg-
er dogs and one for smaller ones. 
The two areas also give Speich-
er flexibility in dealing with the 
varied personalities of all the 
dogs she has as guests.

“If there’s some dogs that 
don’t get along with other ones, 
I will put ‘em in with the small-
er ones,” said Speicher. “Or the 
small dogs will go over there if 
I have a bunch of big dogs that 
might run ‘em over or hurt them.

There are 10 kennels in the 

BY TODD WELLINGTON
Staff Writer

A Special Stay At North Danville Pet Hotel

Pets continues on 13  

AMR
All Metals
Recycling

DEMOLITION SERVICE
BUYING JUNK VEHICLES

PROPERTY CLEANUPS w ROLL-OFFS
www.allmetalsrecyclingvt.com

802-472-5100 — 877-275-9919

Established 1995
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ST. JOHNSBURY — All About 
Flowers has been a happy, hope-
ful fi xture near the top of the hill 
on Eastern Avenue for the past 20 
years.

The business was originally 
named Lallie’s Secret Garden, 
begun by Lallie Mambourg, who 
still can be found in the shop on 
holidays, including Valentine’s 
Day, helping out, said manager 
Jessie Toney. Toney has been with 
the business since she asked for 
part-time work, while studying 
fl oraculture at a college in New 
York state in the summer of 2001.

The shop has been owned the 
past 10 years by Marc and Diane 
LaRose, though Diane is hands-
off , running a second family busi-
ness right next door in the build-
ing the couple owns, Armstrong’s 
Better Hearing Service.

Lallie received a cancer diagno-
sis the year she began the fl ower 
shop, said Toney, “It made her 
think about what she was doing 
and what she wanted to be doing. 
Her husband knew she loved fl ow-
ers and suggested opening a fl ow-
er shop.”

“Lallie’s mom had been a house 
cleaner and she always left small 
arrangements of fl owers for her 
clients,” explained Toney. “Lallie 
would help arrange the fl owers. 
They developed a reputation in 
the community and started doing 
some small events.”

Toney said, “She opened Lal-
lie’s Secret Garden in 1998 and 
had it for three years. Then Vivi 
Begin became her partner for three 
years. After that Sandy Lazerick 
partnered with her until Marc and 
Diane purchased it.”

The name was changed to All 
About Flowers when Begin joined 
the business, a few years after the 
fl ower shop had been opened.

A career fi refi ghter who retired 
a few years ago, Marc LaRose 
said he was looking for something 
to keep him busy after he retired, 
and when the fl ower shop went on 
the market and stayed on the mar-
ket for awhile, he was concerned it 
may not survive. He didn’t want to 
see it fade into history.

Since he was looking for a busi-
ness, LaRose said he decided it 
may be a good one to get into. The 
staff  had been there a long time 
and the business wa

s doing well, so he and his wife 
bought it. But she told him this 
was his baby, she was busy with 
the hearing business next door.

The LaRoses have been restor-
ing the more than century-old 
Lambert Packard-designed brick 
building for several years, go-
ing so far as to return the front 
windows to nearly fl oor length, 
making the front display space 
eye-catching and creating a warm-
er shop and work space for the 
employees.

Marc LaRose said when he 
talked to the staff  about his idea 
to buy the business, “They con-
vinced me to buy it and let them 
run it for me!” He said he didn’t 
know a lot about fl owers 10 years 
ago, but today he does. It wasn’t 
the business he thought he’d end 
up running in retirement, but he’s 

happy he does.
LaRose said of the original 

owner, “We still get Lallie in 
here.”

“There’s something about her 
laugh!” added Toney, saying it 
still fi lls the shop when she returns 
to help out on the busy holidays.

The building the shop is in was 
built in 1896 and was originally 
built for the Knights of Pythias, 
said LaRose. He and his wife live 
in an apartment on the upper fl oor 
of the restored building. 

The cooler in the front of the 
shop is overfl owing with a choice 
of many exotic, fresh blooms, and 
the fl oral arrangers on staff  can 
create a custom bouquet or ar-
rangement to order.

The shop is committed to sup-
porting local artisans and feature 
products made and grown in Ver-
mont, including wine, chocolate, 
fl owers and plants. Workshops 
and events, such as wine and beer 
tastings are off ered to the commu-
nity, as well.

“We try to put a unique twist on 
an arrangement,” said Toney. The 
business does fl owers for special 
occasions from weddings to fu-
nerals and everything in-between. 
“We put the extra care into every-
thing, from our arrangements to 
hand-tied bouquets.”

The shop’s motto is “Elegantly 
Vermont.”

Established 1998
BRUCE CUSHMAN 802-274-1220

B. C. MASONRY
SPECIALIZING IN BRICK, BLOCK, STONE, 
CHIMNEYS, FIREPLACES, FOUNDATIONS, 

WALKWAYS, VENEER OR SOLID STRUCTURE.

REPAIRS ON ALL 
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL
3RD GENERATION MASON

FULLY INSURED FREE ESTIMATES

Care Trak Northeast

Established 1999

Care Trak System for Wanderers
PHONE & FAX: 802-467-3496

Clint & Mary Gray, Owners/Coordinators
Care Trak Certified Instructors

www.caretraknortheast.com

Certified Collision Repair Center
George & Suzanne Mudge

Located off I-91, exit 22                      (802) 748-5321
   604 Lapierre Drive                       Fax: (802) 751-8860
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819           email: fivestar@kingcon.com

Established 1999

Inc.

Established 1999

Kevin’s Automotive
Brakes
Exhaust
Tune-ups
Batteries

Oil Changes
Tires

VT Inspections
Diagnostics

We Look Forward 
To Servicing Your Vehicle

ASE Certified
Railroad St. • St. Johnsbury, VT

802-748-6534

Established 1999
MOOSELOOK 
RESTAURANT

Daily Specials • Senior Menu • Friendly Atmosphere
Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

Sun.-Thu. 6 a.m.-7 p.m. • Fri. & Sat. 6 a.m.-7:30 p.m.
Welcome … Bikers! Truckers! Snowmobilers! Campers!

Plenty of Parking Available • Delicious Food • Reasonable Rates
IF YOUR POWER IS OUT, WE HAVE A GENERATOR.

Route 2, 1058 Main Street, Concord, Vermont
802-695-2950

Established 1999

Established 1999
Scott A. Davis
Cabinetmaker
Custom Cabinetry • Countertops

Millwork • Furniture

Barnet, Vt. • 802-633-3637
email: sdaviscab@gmail.com

www.scottdaviscabinetmakers.com

Established 1999

RON & TERRY MILLER

P.O. Box 280                        Phone/Fax: 802-592-3153
520 The Great Road       terry@snowshoefarm.com
Peacham, VT 05862 www.snowshoefarm.com

Established 1999

Thaddeus Stevens School
Pre-K – 8th Grade

Offering a rigorous curriculum through which
students develop a voice for personal expression,

civic participation and global involvement.

Lyndon Center, Vermont
802.626.0370        www.thaddeusstevensschool.org

Established 2000

• DRIVEWAY INSTALLATION & REPAIR
• BARK MULCH • STONE WORK

• SITE WORK & FOUNDATIONS • TRUCKING
• BUSH HOGGING • EXCAVATING

•  FORESTRY

CALEB TEMPLE
1693 Ridge Rd. – Kirby, VT 05832

802-626-1300FREE ESTIMATES FULLY INSURED

600 St. Johnsbury Road, Littleton, NH 03561 | 603.444.9000 
littletonhealthcare.org

~ Est. 2000 ~

Care-a-Van
Transportation Service

FREE scheduled rides,  
7:30am–5:30pm,  
Monday–Friday.
If you need transportation  
to or from LRH or your doctor’s office, 
please call 800-499-0231.

Junction of 
Routes
5 & 114

Lyndonville, 
VT 05851

866-230-0700

or 802-626-0700

Established 2001

www.newenglandhomecrafters.com

Established 2001

475 Main Street – Lancaster, NH 03584
603-788-4991

245 Jericho Road – Berlin, NH 03570
603-215-6217

www.daltonmountainmotorsports.com

MOTORSPORTS

Luncheon Specials
Gift Certificates Available

Mandarin
Szechuan

& Cantonese
Cuisines

FAST
SERVICE

TAKE OUT
OR

EAT IN

FOR
TAKE OUT
Please Call

603-747-3889
or 

603-747-3886

Full Liquor
License

119 Central St.
Woodsville, NH

Mon.-Thu.
11:00 am-9:00 pm

Fri. & Sat.
11:00 am-10:00 pm

Sun. 11:30 am-9:00 pm
MASTERCARD

VISA
ACCEPTED

Established 2001

RESTAURANT

Established 2001

Commercial • Residential 
Interior • Exterior

Insulating & Waterproofing Applications
FULL METAL JACKET Sprayed Truck Bedliners

Buddy & Shannon Chapman - Owners

108 Concord Ave., St. Johnsbury, Vt.

ST. JOHNSBURY   -      BENNINGTON

802-748-5600802-748-5600
Spray Foam & Cellulose Insulation

and Fireproofing Application

4 Redington St. • Littleton, NH 03561
NH Lic. MBE0003144 – NH Pump Installer Lic. 1783

603-444-7100
www.rcaplumbingandheating.com

24 Hr.
Service

Established 2001

Established 2001

“Under the bridge”
Formerly Knowlton’s Welding, Inc., Established 1980

DALE WALBRIDGE
STEEL FOR SALE

ELECTRIC•ACETYLENE•HELIARC•MIG
10 Bay St., St. Johnsbury, Vt.

Business: 802-748-2901 • Home: 584-4088

PHOTO BY AMY ASH NIXON

All About Flowers manager Jessie Toney poses with shop co-owner 
Mark LaRose, in front of the fl ower case on a recent day. The shop was 
begun in 1998 and is celebrating its 20th year in business this year. 

Founder Lallie 
Mambourg 

Still Helps Out 
on Holidays

All About Flowers: 
20 Years Of Joy In St. Johnsbury

BY AMY ASH NIXON
Staff Writer

main building, each with indoor 
and outdoor quarters.

She also takes cats and other 
animals as guests. The cats have 
their own separate room with a 
window and perch to look out 
of. In the summer, the pets can 
relax in the air-conditioning. In 
the winter they are warmed with 
the radiant heat.

Pets are fed at 7 a.m., then 
they are in and out all morning. 
By noon they are put into their 
individual kennels for some 
down time and fed again at 4 pm. 
They are let out for their last run 
of the day at 7 p.m.

“It’s not just a kennel,” said 
Speicher. “It’s a camp.” Speicher 
is the head counselor specializ-
ing in love and care.

“I give em treats all the time 
and they get to go outside and 
play,” said Speicher. “I’m out 
there with them. I’m hands on. I 
do it by myself so I know each of 
the personalities of these dogs. 
A lot one them come back and 
I know exactly what they like 
and what their health problems 

area. So I do get to know them 
personally.”

In addition to taking a variety 
of diff erent pets as guests, Spe-
icher also grooms pets during 
their stay. Pets staying at the pet 
hotel can get a bath, a shave and 
their toes clipped.

The pet hotel provides food, 
treats and blankets. Guests bring 
their own special food and treats 
and any other special bedding 
or toys. Speicher also off ers 
de-skunking service.

Pets
Continued from Page 12

PHOTO BY TODD WELLINGTON

The entrance to the North Danville Pet Hotel in Danville.

PHOTO BY AMY ASH NIXON

Lisa Wood, an employee of All About Flowers in St. Johnsbury, selects fl owers for an arrangement.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 27, 2018  THE RECORD - BUSINESS RECOGNITION EDITION S13

CALEDONIAN Black Cyan Magenta Yellow

Black Cyan Magenta Yellow

B5

TECNAVIA



 [CROPPDFINORIG]

crop = -100 -25 -100 -25





Established  2002

(802) 626-4556
746 Hill Street – Lyndonville, VT 05851

Residential / Commercial / Industrial

Licensed Insured Electrical Contracting

Aubin Electric Inc.

Established 2002

WEB SITES    PRINT    CONTENT MANAGEMENT
E-COMMERCE    INTERNET MARKETING

51 Depot Square, Suite 303
St. Johnsbury, Vermont 05819

802-745-1191
www.cambiumgroup.com

Facebook.com/cambiumgroup

Established 2002

Chimney Cleaning and Repair
Full Service • Camera Inspection
Stainless Steel Liner Installation

Brick • Block • Stone
Construction and Repair

4th Generation Mason
Lyndonville, VT • 802-626-3757

Established 2002
Lyndon Educational

Alternative Resources
Network, Inc.

P.O. Box 1147
37 Pleasant Street

Lyndonville, VT 05851
kcampbell@learnincvt.com

Personalized education for the 21st century!
Call for a visit: 802-626-8056

www.learnincvt.com

Established 2002
Sanderson’s

WOODEN BOWLS
EAST BURKE, VTHand Turned

Wooden Bowls and Pens
Sanderson’s Woodturning

Sam & Weeza Sanderson
2902 VT Rte. 114

East Burke, VT 05832
802-626-9622 • www.vtbowls.com
COME VISIT OUR SHOWROOM!

OCCUPATIONAL 
HEALTH SERVICES

Meeting the needs of businesses 
and their employees.

600 St. Johnsbury Road 
Littleton, NH 03561 

603.444.9294 
littletonhealthcare.org

~ Est. 2003 ~

ROUTE 2 EAST • ST. JOHNSBURY, VT

Brakes • Exhaust • Diagnostics • Tires • Shocks
Oil Changes • Vermont State Inspections

Auto Body, Collision Repair

43 Years Local Experience 802-748-6320

Established 2003

AND USED CAR SALES

Lyndonville, VT
802-626-3273

Newport, VT
802-334-5616

Littleton, NH
603-444-2033

Woodsville, NH
603-747-3202

4
Locations!

www.modernfurniturevt.com

31 PERRAS RD.• LANCASTER, NH 03584
PHONE: (603) 636-2227 • (603) 636-1391

(800) 545-0772 • FAX: (603) 636-1405

Established 2004

Established 2004

Owner/Operator Anneka Bickford

802-626-8363
214 Charles Street, Lyndonville, VT 

Infant to 
12 Years

4 Stars
Provider

7:00 am
to

5:30 pm

Buying All Metals 
Steel • Brass • Copper • Aluminum

Monday-Friday • 7:00-4:00

405 S. Main Street, Lisbon, NH 03585
Phone: 603-838-2860 • www.stockleytrucking.com

“Buying Metal Salvage”

INC.

Established 2004

Established 2004

Auto Accessories • Snow Plows
Sand Spreaders

FULL SERVICE AUTO REPAIR
802.748.4244

684 Portland Street | St. Johnsbury, VT

ACCESSORY CENTER
& AUTO REPAIR FACILITY

Established 2004

& COLLISION CENTER
Specializing in collision repair.

Most major insurance companies.
Our Heavy Equipment Center accommodates

commmercial & construction vehicles.
802.748.4244

684 PORTLAND STREET | ST. JOHNSBURY, VT

FREE
ESTIMATES

Established 2004

www.joespondcrafts.com

Seasonal
May thru
December

Intersection of Rt. 2 & 15
West Danville, Vermont

684-2192

Established 2005

4 Generations
Masonry

Dana Armstrong – 802-535-5948
Residential & Commercial

Fully Insured • Free Estimates
132 Rte. 15, West Danville, VT 05873

Phone: 802-684-9955
Trent Cell: 802-535-9108
Nate Cell: 802-535-7303

Fax: 802-684-3414
1085 Rte. 2 East

Danville, VT 05828
All Your Construction Needs

Fully Insured

Established 2005
Fenoff & Hale

Construction Inc.

Established 2005

Jim Trottier
CARPENTRY

1241 Burroughs Road
Wheelock, Vermont 05851

802-626-4022
New Construction, Additions, Renovating and Log Homes

FREE
Estimates

Framing to

Finish

Established 2005
Saranac Street Antiques

18,000 Square
Feet of Quality

Antiques,
Furniture &
Collectibles

Pam Cavanaugh
John Hale

141 Main St., Littleton, NH • 603-444-4888

The Boudreau family in 2013.

NORTH DANVILLE — As far 
businesses go, The Great Vermont 
Corn Maze, which turns 20 this 
year, is a lost cause.

But that’s the point. If visitors 
didn’t get lost a few times while 
navigating the numerous “corn-
fusing” pathways of the maze, it 
wouldn’t be challenging enough to 
sustain its two-decade status as a 
recreation destination found in the 
farmlands of North Danville.

Mike and Dayna Boudreau are 
the co-owners of the attraction, 
operating the largest maze in New 
England.

“After some research we actual-
ly believe it may be the largest on 
the East coast but we are confi dent 
about being the largest in New En-
gland,” Mike said. “We not only 
have the largest in size but, accord-
ing to our mazers who visit from 
all over the world, we have one of 
the most complex and challenging 
mazes.”

Making an 
a-maze-ing attraction

The Boudreaus start planning the 
maze each January. The design is 
chosen and a conversation begins 
about things to be added at the at-
traction. Planning for the DEAD 
NORTH haunted event also com-
mences.

“Once the snow is gone we start 
building as much as we can in 
DEAD NORTH and whatever we 
add to the maze or our play area, 
PRETENDIN,” the Boudreaus stat-
ed.

The corn is planted at the end of 
May.

“While waiting for the corn to 
sprout we are straight out with 
maintenance and building and we 
move stuff  into the cornfi eld like 
our bridges, boat and other photo 
ops.”

They start picking the maze the 
beginning weeks of June. It’s “sun 
up to sun down” work in the fi eld 
trying to pick the entire maze before 
the corn is knee high, the Boudreaus 
noted. The maze is picked and the 
trails are tilled and packed to make 
walking easier.

The preparation of the maze con-
tinues ahead of an Aug. 1 opening 
date.

Once open for the season, it takes 
about two hours each morning to 
open the maze including cleaning, 
restocking, caring for the animals, 
etc. The maze is open each day from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. At night the Bou-
dreaus work on the DEAD NORTH 
attraction.

“We do this 7 days a week until 
we close mid-October,” the Bou-
dreaus stated.

“We usually sleep in December. 
Then we work as physical therapists 
assistants in the winter to support 
the maze.”

The family that maze 
together stays together

Mike, 51, and Dayna, 44, have 
two children who have grown up 
with the business, working along-
side their parents.

The Boudreaus’ son, Jake, was 
still a baby when the maze venture 
began. He’s now 21 and will gradu-
ate from The University of Vermont 
this spring. He is planning to raise 
Lowline Angus grass fed beef on 
the farm and will continue being a 
“bridge guy,” helping mazers in the 
maze.

Rian, now 19, hadn’t been born 
when the Great Vermont Corn Maze 
opened. She is now in college pre-
paring to be a physical therapist like 
her parents.

Another year, another design
When the Boudreaus create their 

20th maze this year, it will be their 
20th diff erent design. No maze over 
the last two decades has resembled 
any of the others.

The Boudreau family looks to 
Mike each year to come up with 
the theme of the maze. He proposes 
some ideas and the family gets to-
gether to make the selection. Once 
the theme is decided Mike designs 
the maze. The family off ers input 
about how it should fl ow.

“Jake has spent the second most 
time in the corn helping lost people 
(second to Mike) so he has good 
feedback on how certain fl ows 
worked or didn’t work,” the Bou-
dreaus said.

More than a maze
In addition to the main attraction 

maze, there is a smaller scenic maze 
which is usually about a 40-minute 
walk, according to Mike. Adding 
to the attraction is the PRETEN-
DIN play area for children, which 
is designed to be a fun reward for 
little kids after a day of mazing. It 
includes a kid-size western village, 
100 feet of underground tunnels, 
a rubber climbing silo, a hay barn, 
petting zoo, and HIDENSEEK For-
est. 

Happily stuck in the 
maze business

“It’s exhausting but it is a such 
a rush to see an idea come togeth-
er,” the Boudreaus said. “Whether 
it’s the laughter of little kids in our 
PRETENDIN play area, the excite-
ment and bonding of families or 
couples solving the maze after 2½ 
hours of eff ort, or hearing the con-

stant screams of people enjoying 
DEAD NORTH.”

Dayna said she enjoys visiting 
with returning mazers and the abil-
ity to have worked with and spent 
time with the Boudreau’s children.

“The worst part is that we have 
picked a business that has to be built 
from the ground up every year,” 
they said. “And we have created 
such a unique attraction that it is 
very diffi  cult getting new visitors 
to understand exactly what we are 
off ering and why they should arrive 
before noon and in August or Sep-
tember.”

20th anniversary plans
“Currently I have a million ideas 

falling out of my brain and we are 
making plans for our 20th year,” 
said Mike. He said there are spe-
cifi c plans to enhance the DEAD 
NORTH experience. “We will also 
be doing new stuff , as always, at the 
maze and PRETENDIN,” he said.

As the Boudreaus refl ect on a 
past that gets them to their 20th 
anniversary this year, they have no 
plans to end their adventure in the 
future.

“We have such a great fan fol-
lowing and so many of our mazers 
have become like family that we see 
once a year, we just cannot imagine 
not opening the maze Aug. 1st,” 
they said. “As exhausting as the 
whole thing is, it is part of our lives.

“Most of our hardcore mazers 
(people who do not want clues until 
they have tried for about 2 hours) 
are great fun to visit with and we 
look forward to seeing them every 
year. After 20 years we are now see-
ing third generation mazers.”

Some direction 
before wandering off 

The experience of running the 
Great Vermont Corn Maze for so 
long has given the Boudreaus good 
insights for people to remember be-
fore stepping into their maze.

The maze is not good for large 
groups or corporate outings, they 
said, because in those cases “it’s just 
too many chefs in the kitchen.”

Thousands of decisions have to 
be made to solve the maze.

Also, it’s not a good idea for 
one couple or group to have vary-
ing fi tness levels since some may 
tire easily while others in the same 
group might get bored at walking 
too slowly.

“Good mazers are people who 
can laugh at themselves, are easy 
going, like to hike, like challenges 
and don’t have a melt-down when 
frustrated,” they said.

For more information about the 
Great Vermont Corn Maze, includ-
ing directions, visit online at www.
vermontcornmaze.com.

BY DANA GRAY
Staff Writer

20 Seasons Of ‘Cornfusion’ In Danville

Corn Crop Creations 
Over The Years

1999: shapes- squares and circles
2000: the word Vermont
2001: the vermont quarter
2002: the statue of liberty
2003: our maze logo
2004: our world’s fi rst Barnyard 

Golf logo
2005: an Indian head
2006: a catamount
2007: Atlas holding the world
2008: Mice looking for cheese
2009: Champ the lake monster 

eating an actual 28-foot boat
2010: a hiker on the Long Trail
2011: a falcon
2012: a puzzle. life-size jigsaw 

puzzle pieces
2013: aliens
2014: dinosaurs
2015: gorillas
2016: a Minotaur (the Greek my-

tholoogical creature that lived in 
a maze)

2017: black bears in a tree
2018: ????

The 2014 design of the Vermont Corn Maze
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Established 2005
Quality Pre-owned Cars, Trucks & Classics

Where you’re a neighbor, not a number.
Mark Boisclair | John Jaworowski | Andre (AJ) Labrecque

www.schurmanmotorcompany.com

57 Bridge St.
Lancaster, NH 03584

603-788-4443

Established 2006
Barnet Tradepost
Wellness Center
Complementary Health Care:

Massage Therapy, Kinesiology,
Myofascial Release,

Yoga, Tai Chi, Chiropractic

802-633-2700
www.barnettradepost.com

Established 2006

CARON’S
Gateway

REAL ESTATE
33 State Street, Groveton, NH 03582

603-636-2626 • Fax: 603-636-2401
email: info@caronsgre.com • www.caronsgre.com

Eco-Brokerage 
Lic. NH/VT GRI Cert. Broker

Established 2006

Joseph Clough
LPL Registered Principal

802.748.2626
945 County Hill Road

St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC.

Established 2006

1049 Memorial Drive, St. Johnsbury, Vt.
802-748-1100

BUY HERE – PAY HERE
Good Used Vehicles – VT State Inspection

LEAFPROOF GUTTER COVERS
Custom Made • Many Colors to Choose

Free Estimates • Fully Insured
We Fix Damaged Fascia

Owner Installer • All Work Guaranteed
ST. JOHNSBURY, VT 

WWW.SNJRAINGUTTERS.COM
802-751-6191

Established 2006

Established 2007
LLIITTTTLLEETTOONN

IINNDDOOOORR  GGOOLLFF
CALL AHEAD FOR TEE TIMES

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE
603-443-0490

IN THE HISTORIC TRACKSIDE BUILDING
51 COTTAGE STREET

LLC

Established 2007

Auto Glass Specialist

CUSTOM SHOWERS
VINYL WINDOWS

COMMERCIAL STORE FRONT
733 BROAD STREET – LYNDONVILLE, VT

802-626-9990 • painlessglass.com
The highest quality service at a very fair price

“Make it

Painless”

Established 2007

LAMINATE – SOLID SURFACE – WOOD – GRANITE
Residential & Commercial

Andre Poginy, Jr. – Over 30 Years Exp.
P: 802-626-3081 • F: 802-626-5829 • C: 802-274-0875

cb-design@charter.net

– Specializing In Custom Countertops – 

Established 2007
459 Portland

Street
Suite 2

St. Johnsbury, VT
802-751-1212 | info@nekhabitat.org

Our mission is to make safe, decent,
affordable housing a matter of conscience

and action for all members of our
community. In partnership with families, 
we seek to construct new homes and to 

repair or remodel existing housing. 

Established 2008
Formerly 
Called 

The Valley 
View

Open 7 Days A Week
BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

802-626-8685 
JCT. OF ROUTE 5 & 114

LYNDONVILLE, VERMONT

Established 2008

Kingdom Canine Center
738 Lynburke Rd., Lyndonville, VT

802-274-6033
kingdomcaninecenter.com

Grooming • Training
Boarding • Daycare

We are who you call when you’re buying or selling in The Kingdom!
Tel: (802) 626-9111 • Fax: (802) 626-6913
791 Broad Street • Lyndonville, VT 05851

Established 2008Established 2008

Established 2009

Wholesale Distributor of
Premium Wood Pellet Fuel

2280 Memorial Drive • St. Johnsbury, VT
802-748-0827 • 800-564-9928

info@pelletsnow.com • www.pelletsnow.com

Established 2009

263 Main St., Littleton, N.H. • 603-444-7141
E-mail: phayes@littletonrecord.com or

adv@caledonian-record.com

A publication of the
Caledonian-Record Publishing

Company, Inc.

Established 2009

David Askren
24 Day Court, St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

(802) 748-7135 ~ kissmywindsandbrass@gmail.com
www.kissmywindsandbrass.com

Established 2010

An edition of the Caledonian-Record

802-748-8121
190 Federal Street St. Johnsbury, Vt.

N.H. & VT. TOLL FREE 1-800-523-NEWS
E-mail: adv@caledonian-record.com or

news@caledonian-record.com

GATEWAY
SPORTS
GARY GRISWOLD, OWNER

802-249-7476 • 802-757-2300
25 Railroad Street, Wells River, VT

New & Used Guns, Ammo,
Rifles, Shotguns, Handguns

LAY-AWAYS & TRADES – All Major Credit Cards Accepted

Established 2010

COURTESY PHOTO

Students and staff gather on the steps of the East Burke School, which is now celebrating 15 years.

EAST BURKE — East Burke 
Village is home to a small but 

vibrant independent high school 
celebrating 15 years of educa-
tion.

East Burke School grew in a 
county full of independent high 
schools, from St. Johnsbury 
Academy and Lyndon Institute 
to Burke Mountain Academy. 
Founded in 2003, it is located in 
a former graded school building 
behind Cafe Lotci in the village.

It’s small, with never more 
than 20 students. This year, at 
15, is perfect, says Brandon Ma-
zur, one of the two teachers at 
East Burke School.

It’s a non-profit independent 
school for grades 8 to 12. The 
mission “is to embrace learning 
as a natural process of human 
growth by teaching the critical 
skills that will prepare students 
to be innovative, creative, and 
responsible in our global com-
munity.”

“We are looking for passion-
ate or curious students” who will 
excel in a unique learning envi-
ronment, Mazur said.

Mazur teaches the humanities 
while fellow teacher Charlie 

Non-profit And 
Independent, 

East Burke Offers 
Small-School 
Opportunities

East Burke School Celebrates 15 Years

BY ROBIN SMITH
Staff Writer

PHOTO BY ROBIN SMITH

City Cinema owners Erik Lawson and Karen Robinson at the redesigned concession counter. 

NEWPORT CITY — Showing 
movies gets in your blood.

Just ask Karen Robinson. She 
was assistant manager of the for-
mer Merrill’s cinema in Water-
front Plaza when she was 17 years 
old.

She went on to work as a para-
legal for many years, but when 
the opportunity to run the cinema, 
then called Waterfront Cinema, 
came up again three years ago, 
Robinson jumped at the chance.

The cinema has been in oper-
ation nearly continuously since 
the 1980s, first as Merrill’s, then 
under Hoyts, as Cinema 1,2,3 and 
then Waterfront Plaza.

The plaza and building owner 
Tony Pomerleau decided to shut it 
down in 2014, after the business 
had declined and was in disrepair 
under the previous owner.

Pomerleau was open to seeing 
the cinema continue, having a 
feeling that the community would 
support it if it was renovated and 
run well, and put out a request for 
proposals.

Robinson and her partner in life 
and business Erik Lawson, who 
ran Village Pizza in Derby and 
now in Orleans, contacted Pomer-
leau in September 2014. He said 
no at first, Robinson said, but in 
the end agreed to their proposal.

Pomerleau did all the renova-
tions, from floors to walls and 
ceilings and bathrooms, especially 
the bathrooms, Lawson said.

He did it to their design, includ-

ing the distinctive wood paneling, 
Robinson said.

They paid for all the equipment 
upgrades, an expensive propo-
sition to change over to a digital 
movie operation that was required 
throughout the industry.

The doors opened Sept. 4, 2015.
Part of the antique reel system 

they took out is now incorporated 
into a sculpture that stands in the 
lobby, created by Cory Spaulding 
of Auto Outfitters. He also did the 
outdoor signs.

Robinson combed the Internet 
for the right seats for the cinema, 
theater quality seating that allows 
the viewer to sit back and relax 
with a cup holder and plenty of leg 
room. Children need booster seats 
available at the cinema.

It’s a far cry from the broken, 
crowded seating from the past.

The new equipment for picture, 
lighting and surround sound are 
connected digitally, enhancing the 
movie experience.

The digital process allows the 
pair to show local advertising as 
well.

The movie business is season-
al, doing great during the summer 
when youngsters are out of school, 
and can be challenging in winter 
after the holiday season is past.

Some seasons are awesome, 
they said.

The summer of 2016 was “in-
credible,” Robinson said.

It was a kids’ summer, with 
Finding Dory and other popular 
movies. But the summer of 2017 
was slow nationally, she said.

September is often slow as 
well, when the students go back to 
school, they said.

Studios target the holidays be-
ginning with Thanksgiving with 
big releases, like the recently 
shown Star Wars offering, The 

Last Jedi.
That was popular, but Jumanji 

kept selling beyond expectations, 
they said.

Some people love movies so 
much they keep coming back, 
Robinson said. One woman saw 
“Bad Moms” six or seven times, 
she laughed.

And then there’s the Fifties 
Shades of Gray series, which 
drew a lot of women in their 40s 
and 50s.

“They knocked over a display 
in a rush to get in,” Robinson said.

It’s a family affair, with her 
mom often working on the week-
ends with their twin sons, who are 
in high school. “Mom does a lot of 
cleaning,” Robinson said.

There are three regular part-
time employees and another cou-
ple who come in for some shifts 
as well.

The cinema business is tied to 
the concession stand. The studios 
take 60 percent of the ticket sales 
and there’s a 6 cent sales tax.

The food and drink is what 
keeps the cinema open, Lawson 
said. That’s why they urge their 
patrons to not bring in food but 
buy in-house to keep the cinema 
going.

They cater to special showings. 
They open for special school mat-
inees. She estimates that every 
school in the county sent students 
to see Wonder.

And Community National 
Bank’s Community Circle enjoys 
a special morning showing with 
coffee and donuts from the bank. 
Some groups will see special 
shows, like Ben Hur, Some Like It 
Hot or other classics.

And they draw customers from 
across the Northeast Kingdom and 
southern Quebec, where English 
movie theaters are harder to find.

Owners Share 
Love Of Movies, 
Movie Theaters

City Cinema Continues History Of 
Screening Movies In Newport City

BY ROBIN SMITH
Staff Writer

East Burke continues on 16  
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Libbey’s Meat Market opened five years ago with 
a mission: To bring its customers the best cuts of 
meat. Period.

They don’t have the same customer volume as the 
supermarkets, and that’s fine with them. Libbey’s has 
developed a loyal following and a reputation for the 
area’s finest beef, lamb, chicken, pork and more.

As far as owner Jim Libbey is concerned, it’s 
about quality, not quantity.

“When I was a chef, one of my trademarks was, 
I always wanted to work with the best products and 
put out the best food I could,” Libbey said. “Now 
I’m transferring that to my meat business.”

Located in a former snack bar on Route 114 in 
Lyndonville, Libbey’s is a hidden jewel for foodies 
– and those simply seeking good food – in the North-
east Kingdom. Everything they sell is fresh, free of 
preservatives and antibiotics, and cut to order.

Among their most popular products are a line of 
marinated meats (chicken breast, tenders and wings, 
steak tips, pork tips, and more) and fresh made sau-
sage (20 different varieties, chicken, turkey, pork and 
beef).

For those worried about breaking the bank, think 
again. Libbey’s has something to offer every house-
hold, regardless of budget. Yes, they sell filet mi-
gnon, but they also offer package deals, allowing 
people to fill their freezer and save a few bucks.

After 30 years of working and living in Vermont, 
Libbey (whose family dates back to the 1800s in 
Lyndonville) understands the economics of the NEK.

“Some people get the impression that because we 
do offer high quality products, that everything in the 
store is expensive,” Libbey said. “But you can get a 
$20 a pound piece of meat or a $2 a pound pork chop. 
We try to offer the whole range. We’re not just high-
end caviar and scallops, but everything we put out 

there, even the lesser cuts, are the best we can find.”
And it’s not just the product. Libbey’s prides itself 

on superior customer service.
Not sure what you want? Just ask. Want to plan an 

event? They can help. Looking for a recipe? Come 
on in.

“We go the extra step, not just offering you your 
meat, but we can give you ideas on how to properly 
cook that,” Libbey said.

A self-described “Army brat,” Libbey was born in 
Germany and spent his formative years in the greater 
Boston area. He was introduced to the food industry 
through his grandmother’s restaurant, The Menu, lo-
cated in an industrial park in Woburn, Mass.

“I washed dishes there as a teenager, then I started 
cooking, because one Wednesday night one of the 
cooks didn’t show up and they were shorthanded. 
They put me on the line,” he said. “My grandmother 
wanted me to be a lawyer, not a cook, but I hopped 
in and had a knack for it. The next thing, they sched-
uled me for shifts. I learned from guys who did it 
forever.”

That was the beginning. He continued his educa-
tion at Boston area hotels, and then Vermont inns 
and restaurants, working under experienced chefs 
and taking classes through the Culinary Institute of 
America.

Before opening the meat market, he spent 14 years 
at St. Johnsbury Academy, where he ran the culinary 
arts department with his wife, Sue (they met working 
together at the restaurant, The Border, in Derby). He ran 
the culinary side; Sue taught restaurant management.

When an injury sidelined him, Libbey exited the 
school and began planning for the meat market with 
consultation from cousin Ronnie Cerra (who owns a 
meat market in Massachusetts) and Bob Egizi (the 
longtime owner of R&J Meat Center in St. Johns-
bury). He also relied on advice and support from 
Sue, who remains with the Academy.

“She is influential in every aspect of the business,” 
he said.

Libbey’s Meat Market opened in 2013 with one 
display case, a few employees and modest expecta-
tions. Today they have four display cases, six em-
ployees, with over 100 customers per day during the 
busiest months.

They supply four local restaurants (The Foggy 
Goggle, Burke Publick House, and Bailiwick’s lo-
cations in St. Johnsbury and Littleton, N.H.) and 
have doubled their in-store selection, branching out 
to include fresh, made from scratch soups and soup 
stocks.

In other words, they’ve been busy.
On a recent Tuesday morning, Libbey and four 

meat cutters were settling in for the week. They be-

gan processing a fresh order, which arrived the day 
before. In a climate controlled room, Corey Gadapee 
prepared a roast, Justice O’Neal packaged orders, 
Sue Burger inventoried product, and Egizi readied 
spice mixes and meat for sausage making.

Libbey was also looking ahead to the next week, 
when the Super Bowl would boost demand for party 
foods like Buffalo wings and pulled pork.

“We’re working everyday, as hard as we can to 
keep up,” said Libbey.

It’s been hectic. But gratifying.
Said Libbey, “I’m so grateful for the way we’ve 

been received by the local community, it’s complete-
ly blown us away.”

Established 2010

RESTAURANT
Mandarin, Szechuan &

Cantonese Cuisines
Fast Service • Take-out or Eat-in
Children’s Menu • Free WiFi • Cocktail Lounge

264 Portland St., St. Johnsbury, VT
802-748-2338 • 802-748-2336

Mon.-Thu. 11 am-9 pm • Fri. & Sat. 11 am-10 pm
Sun. Noon-9 pm

LYNDONVILLE
298 BROAD ST

VERMONT
802-626-8283

WWW.EZAUTOS.NET

Established 2011

Established 2011
HARRIS 
FLOORING
INSTALLATION

• CERAMIC • CARPET • VINYL • LAMINATE
• CUSTOM CERAMIC TILE SHOWERS & FLOORS

Michael Harris • Over 30 Years Experience
West Burke, VT  • 802-376-3706

Established 2011

• Industrial• Automotive • Restoration
• Motorcycles

802-424-1474 | Cell 802-535-5096
2176 Portland Street, #5

St. Johnsbury, VT
powdercoatingcompany.com

Established 2012

LYNDON
BUFFET

Chinese/American Cuisine
DINE-IN      TAKE OUT      CATERING

FULL LIQUOR LICENSE WI-FI

802-626-8886
626 Broad Street, Lyndonville, Vermont
Mon.-Thu. 11-9 • Fri. & Sat. 11-10 • Sun. 11:30-9

Established 2013
Elements Therapeutic

Massage LLC
Caitlin E. Temple

Licensed Massage Therapist

1693 Ridge Rd., East Burke, VT
Call 802-535-7062

NCBTMB, AMTA criendeau1@hotmail.com

~ Specializing in many massage modalities ~
♥ Relax, Renew, Revive ♥ Gift Certificates

Established 2013
sears

HOMETOWN STORE
LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED BY RENEE BAXTER

Green Mountain Mall • St. Johnsbury, VT

802-748-3115

Mon-Fri 9-6:30 • Sat 9-6 • Sun 11-4

“Come in and find out how to save more
than just the tax.”

Established 2013

T.D. Tax Services
Personal & Sole Proprietorship Tax Preparation

Tammi Davis
Owner
tdtaxserv@gmail.com
Barnet, VT
(802) 751-9200

Established 2015

AROUND
THE CLOCK

– Automotive Repair –
YOU NAME IT – WE FIX IT!

Doug Bandy Jr.

802-274-4356
260 Hill Street, Lyndonville, VT

802-427-3234
8 Deans Lane, Lyndonville, VT

Intersection of Route 5 & Red Village Road

Delivery Monday-Friday
Hours: M-F (7am-5:30pm) • Saturday (8am-1pm)

Sunday (9am-1pm)

of Lyndonville
Established 2015

Established 2016
The Gale

Insurance Agency

Brett J Gale, Agent

1033 Broad Street
Lyndonville, VT 05851

Bus: 802-626-8651
brett@brettgaleinsurance.com

Established 2017

Beaner’s
GARAGE
Servicing All Makes & Models
State Inspection • Custom Exhaust

4-Wheel Alignments
4772 Memorial Dr., Ste. 1, St. Johnsbury

802w748w5200

Beaner’s

Delaney teaches math and sci-
ences. They rely on community 
partners to bring in real-life ex-
perience and knowledge to the 
students. Volunteers provide fine 
arts.

One day they might be learn-
ing about the end of the Pas-
sumpsic River dam, another day 
cheese making and all the sci-
ences and the arts that surround 
the topics.

The school is the opposite 
of the formula in some schools 
where everyone is learning the 
same thing at the same time.

When asked to describe 
what makes East Burke School 
unique, Mazur says he tells par-
ents “it’s the small setting that 
really sets us apart.”

And the teachers find them-
selves freed to do more teaching 
than they had in formal school 
settings. Students have time set 
aside to focus on what they are 
passionate about, and the teach-
ers find that the students are 
willing to learn all the facets of 
that topic as a result.

Scheduling is flexible, the 
whole school can participate in 
interdisciplinary projects, there 
is off-campus learning and com-
munity service opportunities.

The students will complete 

grade 12 with credits required to 
graduate in math, science, phys 
ed, humanities (English, social 
studies), art, and languages if 
desired.

There are no grades. Evalua-
tions are composed of in-depth 
narratives.

The school is governed by a 
board of directors with Mazur as 
head of school as well as teach-

er. He calls being school head 
the unglamorous part involving 
pay roll and budgets and other 
aspects of administration.

The tuition is intentionally 
kept at the average cost to edu-
cate a student in Vermont as set 
by the state, this year at $15,130, 
“and not a penny more,” Mazur 
said.

East Burke
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BY PAUL HAYES
Staff Writer

Celebrating 5 Years: 
Libbey’s Meat Market Finds Niche And Success In Northeast Kingdom

PHOTOS BY PAUL HAYES

ABOVE: Owner Jim Libbey, 
right, stands in the cutting 
room at Libbey’s Meat Mar-
ket while Corey Gadapee 
works in the background. 
RIGHT: Libbey’s Meat Mar-
ket offers fresh, quality 
meats. 

Libbey’s Meat Market is located in a former snack bar along Route 114 in Lyndonville. (Photo by Paul Hayes)

COURTESY PHOTO

Head cheesemaker Blair Johnson of Sweet Rowen Farmstead in East 
Albany teaches East Burke School students Jamin Williams and Aidan 
Grassley. 
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