
U.S. Senator
Republican
Jill Edwards

Did not respond

Harriet Hageman
Biography and statement of 

why you are running for office
I practiced as a water, natural 

resources and constitutional 
trial attorney for over 30 years, 
defending private property 
rights, fighting bureaucratic 
overreach 
and working 
on policy 
for a variety 
of clients. I 
advocated for 
regulatory 
reform and 
adherence 
to our 
constitutional 
framework. I 
represented 
the State of Wyoming, farmers, 
ranchers, municipalities, 
counties, trade organizations, 
and small businesses, among 
others. I was elected to the 
U.S. House of Representatives 
in November 2022, and I am 
in my second term. I have 
secured more than $40 million 
in community project funding 
for local projects throughout 
the State, and I have passed 
41 legislative wins over my 
3-year tenure. I look forward to 
continuing my service if I am 
fortunate enough to be elected 
to the Senate.

What is the most pressing 
issue facing Wyoming, and if 
elected, what work will you do 
on the federal level to address 
that issue?

I was elected to the House 
of Representatives four years 
ago on a promise to fight the 
bloated administrative state 
and preserve our western way 
of life.  We should be looking 
for ways to make life better, 

not more difficult. As a U.S. 
Senator, I will continue to 
fight for regulatory reform, 
permitting modernization, 
funding for local infrastructure 
projects, highway safety, and 
adherence to our Constitution. 
The administrative state 
continues to reign as the 
common denominator 
complicating all of those 
issues. I will continue my 
crusade against an overbearing 
bureaucracy by confirming 
qualified nominees for federal 
appointments while building on 
my record in the House to pass 
common sense reforms to tame 
the administrative state.

Public lands are an 
important part of Wyoming’s 
economy, culture and 
recreation opportunities. 
What is your position 
on proposals to transfer 
federal public lands to state 
ownership or private control?

I have consistently advocated 
for the “multiple use and 
sustained yield” approach to 
land and water management, 
prioritizing access, responsible 
development, and effective 
conservation.  Local input and 
expertise is critical to land 
management decisions, and I 
will continue to work to ensure 
that our voices are heard. This 
philosophy has guided my 
tenure in the House, and will 
continue to guide my approach 
to public lands if I am honored 
to be elected to serve in the 
Senate.

John Holtz
Did not respond

Sam Mead
Biography and statement of 

why you are running for office
I am a fifth-generation 

Wyoming rancher, husband, 
father of two, former mayor 
of Kirby, and small-business 
owner. I helped build and 
operate Wyoming Whiskey, 

creating jobs and growing 
a Wyoming-made brand. 
Professionally, I have worked 
in aerospace and technology. 
Whether on 
the ranch, in 
business, or in 
public service, 
I have always 
been focused 
on building 
things, solving 
problems, 
and creating 
opportunities 
for others.

I am running 
for office because I believe 
Wyoming’s best days are ahead 
of us. Too much of our politics 
today is driven by division 
and outrage. The truth is that 
Wyoming people have far more 
in common than social media 
and cable news would have us 
believe.

I want to help build a 
Wyoming where our children 
can afford to stay, raise families, 
start businesses, and build 
meaningful lives. We have 
the resources, the people, and 
the values to make Wyoming 
all it can be. What we need 
is leadership focused on the 
future, not the next news cycle.

What is the most pressing 
issue facing Wyoming, and if 
elected, what work will you do 
on the federal level to address 
that issue?

One of the biggest challenges 
facing Wyoming is that we 
often lack the flexibility to solve 
our own problems. Too many 
federal policies are designed 
for large urban areas and then 
applied to rural and frontier 
states.

Healthcare is a perfect 
example. Rural hospitals and 
EMS providers are buried 
under federal regulations, 
reporting requirements, and 
mandates that make it harder 
to deliver care in communities 

that are already struggling with 
workforce shortages and long 
distances between services.

If elected, I will work 
to reduce unnecessary 
federal barriers and 
advocate for policies that 
recognize Wyoming’s unique 
circumstances. Just as 
importantly, I will build 
coalitions with other rural 
states facing similar challenges 
so that Congress is constantly 
reminded that solutions 
designed for New York and Los 
Angeles are not always the right 
solutions for Wyoming. Our 
communities deserve a voice in 
Washington that understands 
rural life and fights for practical 
solutions.

Public lands are an 
important part of Wyoming’s 
economy, culture and 
recreation opportunities. 
What is your position 
on proposals to transfer 
federal public lands to state 
ownership or private control?

Unlike my opponent 
Congresswoman Harriet 
Hageman, I do not support - nor 
will I vote for - the wholesale 
transfer or sale of federal public 
lands to private interests. Public 
lands are central to Wyoming’s 
economy, culture, outdoor 
heritage, and way of life. Once 
those lands are sold, we are 
unlikely to ever get them back.

That does not mean every 
acre must remain exactly 
as it is today. There are 
circumstances where targeted 
land exchanges between state 
and federal entities make 
sense, particularly when they 
improve management, access, 
or economic opportunity. Those 
decisions should be driven 
from the bottom up by local 
communities, not imposed by 
Washington.

In areas where federal 
ownership creates challenges 

for community growth or 
infrastructure needs, we 
should create a process that 
allows local stakeholders to 
build consensus and identify 
solutions. The guiding principle 
should be simple: keep public 
lands public and protect local 
access.

Jimmy Skovgard
Biography and statement of 

why you are running for office
I am a Wyoming native, 

husband, father, veteran, 
retired small-business owner, 
and fourth-generation Wyoming 
conservative. I grew up in 
Greybull, graduated from 
Basin High 
School, earned 
a history 
degree from 
the University 
of Wyoming, 
and served 12 
years in the 
Wyoming Army 
National Guard, 
leaving as a 
captain. I spent 
my working 
life solving practical problems, 
including building and running 
an environmental services 
business in Wyoming’s energy 
economy.

I am running because 
Washington has forgotten who 
it serves. We are being buried 
under debt, divided for profit, 
and told to fight each other 
while our children inherit the 
bill. I reject that. There is only 
us.

Wyoming needs a senator 
who will listen first, tell the 
truth plainly, protect our 
land and liberty, defend 
constitutional government, 
and remember that public 
office belongs to the people. My 
campaign is about preserving 
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The Truth About Taxes 
and Local Services
Marilyn Connolly understands how local government is funded — and she 
believes voters deserve the truth.

Property taxes pay for the majority of the services we count on every day: 
ambulance service, fire protection, senior servic-
es, meals on wheels, roads and bridges, conser-
vation districts, weed and pest control, city and 
county government and our local schools.

Some politicians falsely claim property taxes 
can be slashed without consequences — that 
it can all be made up by “cutting waste.”

That is simply not true.

Cutting local property tax revenue 
does not effect state spending in Cheyenne. 
It cuts the local funding we rely on to 
provide essential services. 

Marilyn supports responsible tax relief. But she knows real leadership 
means telling the truth, not making easy promises with hidden costs.

Cutting taxes requires a scalpel, not an ax.

Paid for by Connolly for House District 40

Re-elect Marilyn Connolly 
for House District 40

Protect what’s working. 
Fix what isn’t. 

Build a stronger future 
for Wyoming.

Hageman

Mead

Skovgard

voters guide
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ELECTIONS DECIDE WHO LEADS.
JOURNALISM HELPS VOTERS DECIDE.

Informed choices begin with accurate information, 
independent reporting and a source you know.

Buffalo Bulletin
The primary source for Johnson County voters Paid for by Darcy Goni

I respectfully ask for
YOUR VOTE.

Find me on Facebook!
Darcy Goni for JC Treasurer Goni4Treasurer.com

• 2.5 yrs – Campbell 
County Treasurer’s 
Office

• 3 yrs – City Auditor/
Clerk

• 4 yrs – Nonprofit 
• 11 yrs – Public 

Accounting (Income 
Tax, Audits, & Reviews 

• Former CEO of State 
Association

• Managed Staff, Budgets 
& Major Events Across 
Wyoming

• BACHELOR’S DEGREE 
IN BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION & 
ACCOUNTING

• WY Public Officer 
Training

• Certified Public Funds 
Investment Manager

• NDLC Auditor 
Certification

• WY Public Notary
• CPE – Fraud 

Prevention, GASB 
Updates, & Internal 
Control Enhancements

• NACo High Performance
• NACo Leading on 

Purpose
• Soccer Leadership Roles 

– JC & WY Associations
• Town & Country Garden 

Club – Past President
• JC Cattlewomen – Past 

Secretary
• NABO Festivals – Board 

Member & Chair
• Buffalo Community 

Garden – Current 
President

EDUCATION EXPERIENCE LEADERSHIP
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our legacy and empowering our 
future.

What is the most pressing 
issue facing Wyoming, and if 
elected, what work will you do 
on the federal level to address 
that issue?

The most pressing issue 
facing Wyoming is the loss of 
accountability in Washington. 
The federal government spends 
money it does not have, piles debt 
onto our children, regulates rural 
communities from a distance, 
and distracts us with political 
theater.

That debt shows up in fuel, 
groceries, housing, equipment, 
interest, and doing business. It 
also makes Washington more 
desperate to control land, energy, 
water, and local decisions.

If elected, I will work to cut 
wasteful spending, require honest 
budgeting, oppose unfunded 
mandates, support Wyoming 
energy, protect public lands, 
defend local decision-making, 
and require plain-language 
explanations for major votes.

I am also building a 
working proof of concept at 
GrassrootsMVT.org so registered 
Wyoming voters can aggregate 
their voices on issues like land 
sales, debt, Social Security, 
energy, water, and health care.

We need honest books, 
constitutional limits, and a 
government that remembers it 
works for us.

Public lands are an important 
part of Wyoming’s economy, 
culture and recreation 
opportunities. What is your 
position on proposals to 
transfer federal public lands 
to state ownership or private 
control?

I oppose broad transfers of 
federal public lands to state 
ownership or private control. 

Wyoming’s public lands are 
not just lines on a map. They 
are grazing, hunting, fishing, 
energy, minerals, trails, 
watersheds, history, and room 
for our children to know what 
open country means.

Public lands should stay 
public, with strong local input 
and responsible multiple use. 
That means access for hunting, 
fishing, camping, grazing, 
outfitting, energy development, 
timber, conservation, and 
recreation where those uses 
can be managed honestly and 
sustainably.

I do support practical, 
transparent solutions: better local 
consultation, improved access, 
targeted land exchanges when 
they clearly benefit the public, 
and stronger accountability from 
federal agencies. But selling off or 
transferring large blocks of land 
creates a real risk that future 
budget pressure turns shared 
land into private inventory.

Public land belongs to the 
people and to posterity. Once it is 
sold, we do not get it back.

U.S. Senator 
Democratic
Billy Benavidez

Did not respond.

James Byrd
Did not respond. 

U.S. House of 
Representatives
Republican
Jillian Balow

Biography and statement of 
why you are running for office

I am a 5th generation 
Wyomingite, mom, educator, 
and conservative leader. 
Raised in Gillette, I grew up 
in a community powered by 
energy, agriculture, and hard 

work—where strong schools, 
good jobs, and responsible 
resource development create 
opportunities for families.

A UW 
graduate, I 
taught school 
in Hulett for 
8 years. My 
husband and 
I raised our 
2 children in 
Thermopolis 
and Cheyenne. 
I am a proud 
FFA and Army 
mom.

I served 7 
years as Wyoming’s elected 
State Superintendent, 
prioritizing accountability, 
transparency, fiscal 
responsibility, and workforce 
readiness. In 2022, I joined 
Governor Glenn Youngkin’s 
fight to end radical ideology 
in schools, restore high 
expectations for students, and 
empower parents. I remain a 
national leader in education, 
working to return education to 
states.

Wyoming needs to elect a 
Congresswoman with a deep 
understanding of Wyoming. I 
will usher in new opportunities 
and overcome the  challenges 
of a bloated government while 
being accountable to you.

What is the most pressing 
issue facing Wyoming, and if 
elected, what work will you do 
on the federal level to address 
that issue?

I am in Wyoming 
communities every day, 
listening.

Here’s what I hear: First, 
families feel pinched by high 
prices—energy, gas, healthcare, 
and housing. Second, we want 
opportunities for the next 
generation. Third, people are 
excited but nervous about 
energy growth. Fourth, our 
freedoms must be protected.

As Congresswoman, I’ll fight 
government growth, spending, 
taxing, and overreach. I’ll work 
to repeal regulations strangling 
our energy industry—
permitting burdens, litigation, 
and federal control of our assets. 
I’ll fight to return education 
to states and healthcare to 
patients. I’ll advocate for the 
Wyoming Way every day.

I’ll support programs and 
laws that make Wyoming 
stronger. The PERMIT and 
SPEED Acts must reach the 
President’s desk. The SAVE 
America Act must pass. 
I’ll bring opportunities so 
entrepreneurs, producers, 
innovators, small businesses, 
and communities across our 
state thrive.

Public lands are an important 
part of Wyoming’s economy, 
culture and recreation 
opportunities. What is your 
position on proposals to 
transfer federal public lands 
to state ownership or private 
control?

Our public lands are a 
treasure, an economic engine, 
and our way of life. I oppose the 
wholesale sale or exchange of 
public lands. Doing so would 
be a generational mistake that 
would ruin our way of life and 
decimate our prosperity.

As State Superintendent, 
I served on the State Land 
Board and voted for strategic 
land exchanges and partial 
sales of state trust lands. When 
landowners, stakeholders, and 
leaders come together in good 
faith, there is almost always 
a win-win. We freed locked 
land for public use, extended 
parcels for ranchers, and 
grew opportunity. As your 
Congresswoman, I will position 
Wyoming as the decision-maker 
for management, conservation, 
and use of our public lands.

My family’s livelihood in 
Gillette depended on energy 

development on public lands. 
I have spent my life hunting 
and recreating on our lands. 
I have a deep, generational 
understanding of this issue, 
and I will always fight to 
preserve our lands, access, and 
prosperity.

Bo Biteman
Biography and statement of 

why you are running for office
I have over 23 years of 

experience in the oil, gas, 
and mining 
industries as a 
landman, and 
I understand 
firsthand 
how federal 
overreach 
and excessive 
regulation 
impact 
Wyoming jobs, 
communities, 
and the cost of 
living for working families.

I have served in the Wyoming 
legislature since 2017, first 
in the Wyoming House of 
Representatives, before being 
elected to the Wyoming State 
Senate in 2018 and have served 
as President of the Wyoming 
Senate since 2025.

What is the most pressing 
issue facing Wyoming, and if 
elected, what work will you do on 
the federal level to address that 
issue?

I see the national 
affordability crisis (groceries, 
housing, fuel, electricity, 
equipment, transportation) as 
the defining issue for American 
families, and I believe the single 
biggest driver of affordability is 
energy policy.

When America produces 
abundant, affordable energy, 

voters guide
continued from page B1

voters guide
continued on page B3

Balow

Biteman

READY TO LEAD 
ON DAY ONE
As a third-generation Johnson 
County resident and Chief 
Deputy Treasurer, I’ve proudly 
served the people of Johnson 
County for more than 11 years.

During that time, I’ve gained 
hands-on experience in every 
aspect of the Treasurer’s Office, 
including tax collections, vehicle 
registrations, audits, financial 
reporting, and safeguarding 
taxpayer dollars.

I have the experience, 
leadership, and commitment to keep the Treasurer’s Office 
professional, accountable, and focused on serving the people 
of Johnson County from day one.

Paid for by Brittnee Borgialli

I would be honored to earn your vote 
in the Republican Primary 

on August 18th.
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everything else becomes 
more affordable. If we want 
to lower the cost of living, we 
must restore American energy 
dominance!

Public lands are an 
important part of Wyoming’s 
economy, culture and 
recreation opportunities. 
What is your position 
on proposals to transfer 
federal public lands to state 
ownership or private control?

I oppose the outright selling 
of federal public lands and 
support a balanced reform 
of the Roadless Rule. Public 
lands should remain public, 
accessible, and actively 
managed for grazing, recreation, 
wildlife, timber, and responsible 
energy development. Multi‑use 
is the Wyoming way — we can 
actively protect our landscapes 
while still using them wisely.

My position is not “pro 
development at all costs” nor 
“lock it up forever.” It’s pro-
active management!

Frank Chapman
     Biography and statement of 
why you are running for office

I am Frank Chapman, 
a Wyoming businessman, 
attorney, 
ranch owner, 
and licensed 
outfitter. 

For more 
than a decade, 
Wyoming has 
been my home, 
my work, and 
my way of 
life. I know 
the challenges 
facing our state 
because I live 
them every day — running 
businesses, working with 
employees, dealing with federal 
rules, and protecting land and 
water.

I am running for Congress 
because Wyoming needs a 
serious, effective legislator who 
can help people and get things 
done. That means standing firm 
on conservative principles, 
listening, building relationships, 
and being adult enough to work 
with others when it benefits 
Wyoming.

Washington needs more 
adults in the room. My purpose 
is simple: to help the citizens of 
Wyoming, protect our energy 
jobs, defend ranchers, secure the 
border, cut federal overreach, 
and keep Wyoming strong.

You only get one 
Congressman for Wyoming, and 
I am running to be a strong, 
steady, trusted, and effective 
voice for every citizen of this 
state

     What is the most pressing 
issue facing Wyoming, and if 
elected, what work will you do 
on the federal level to address 
that issue?

As a rancher and a 
businessman, I believe the 
most pressing issue facing 
Wyoming is federal overreach 
that threatens our jobs, our 
land, our energy industry, our 
ranchers, and the cost of living 
for working families.

Wyoming should not be 
controlled by Washington 
bureaucrats, activist judges, 
or one-size-fits-all regulations 
written by people who do not 
understand our way of life. 
When federal rules delay 
permits, restrict grazing, shut 
down energy production, or lock 
up public lands, every citizen in 
Wyoming pays the price.

If elected, I will work as a 
serious and effective legislator 
to cut unnecessary regulations, 
reform NEPA and federal 
permitting, protect multiple use 
of public lands, and defend coal, 
oil, gas, uranium, ranching, and 
small business.

I will fight when necessary, 
work with others when it helps 
Wyoming, and always put the 
citizens of Wyoming first.

Public lands are an 
important part of Wyoming’s 
economy, culture and 
recreation opportunities. 
What is your position 
on proposals to transfer 
federal public lands to state 
ownership or private control?

As a Wyoming licensed 
outfitter and hunter, I know 
firsthand that public lands are 
central to Wyoming’s economy, 
culture, and way of life. My 
position is simple: keep public 
lands public, keep them open, 
and manage them for multiple 
use pursuant to Wyoming 
wishes.

I do not support selling off 
public lands or transferring 
them into private control. 
Wyoming families hunt, fish, 
graze, outfit, recreate, and work 
on these lands, and they must 
remain available to the people.

At the same time, Washington 
should not mismanage our lands 
from thousands of miles away. 
Wyoming needs a stronger voice 
in federal land decisions, with 
real local input and cooperation. 
I support access for sportsmen, 
responsible grazing, timber, 
mining, energy production, 
recreation, and true multiple 
use.

The answer is not locking 
the land up or selling it off. It 
is keeping public lands public 
while making sure Wyomingites 
— not distant bureaucrats — 
have the strongest voice in how 
those lands are managed.

Kevin Christensen
     Biography and statement of 
why you are running for office

I was raised 
in Wyoming 
and graduated 
from the 
University 
of Wyoming.  
I served 27 
years in the 
Army as an 
officer, AH-64 
Apache Attack 
Helicopter 
Pilot, and a 
combat veteran 
with two combat tours in 
Iraq.  I culminated my career 
at the rank of Colonel at the 
Pentagon serving as an advisor 
to the Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff.  My military 
awards include the Legion 
of Merit, Defense Superior 
Service Medal, 2 Bronze Star, 
and 4 Air Medals. I served in 
Lockheed Martin Corporation 
as a senior manager for Army 
Aviation and missile systems. I 
served six years as the District 
Manager the BLM where I 
managed 8 million acres of 
public land and 13 million acres 
of mineral estate across 10 
Wyoming counties.  In my BLM 
tenure I permitted over 5,000 
new oil and gas wells, mined 
1.7 billion tons of coal, and 
expanded public lands access 
by 80,000 acres.  I am running 
for Congress because strong, 
proven leadership is needed.  I 
will represent Wyoming, not a 
national political agenda. 

     What is the most pressing 
issue facing Wyoming, and if 
elected, what work will you do 
on the federal level to address 
that issue?

Across Wyoming, families are 
feeling the impact of inflation. 
The cost of groceries, fuel, 
housing, and health care have 
risen faster than paychecks, 
and too many hardworking 
people are struggling. Wyoming 
deserves a leader who 
understands both economics 
and the human impact behind 
them. If elected, I will focus on 
practical steps that lower costs 
and expand opportunities. First, 
I will push for fiscal discipline 
in Congress, so Washington 
stops driving inflation 
through reckless deficit 
spending. Second, I will fight 
to unleash Wyoming energy by 
streamlining permitting and 
expanding responsible leasing, 
because affordable energy 
lowers costs for families and 
businesses alike. Third, I will 
support apprenticeships and 
workforce development so more 
people in Wyoming can step into 
good-paying jobs. Finally, I will 
back stronger enforcement of 
antitrust laws in industries like 
food processing, meatpacking, 
and health care, where 
consolidation drives up prices 
and hurts consumers.

Public lands are an 
important part of Wyoming’s 
economy, culture and 
recreation opportunities. 
What is your position 
on proposals to transfer 
federal public lands to state 
ownership or private control?

I am passionate about public 
lands and will not support the 
sale of public lands.  Public 
lands stay public and private 
lands state private.  I support 
amending federal laws to 
provide more authority for the 
Wyoming Governor over major 
federal actions.  I support the 
strategic use of land exchanges 
to improve public access for 
areas where public access is 
limited.  I support the use of the 
Land and Water Conservation 
Fund to purchase easements 
to enable access to public land 
that is inaccessible.  I managed 

public lands in Wyoming with 
multiple-use and am proud 
of the reclamation work that 
ensures the land will be both 
beautiful and productive for 
future generations.  Public lands 
are an important part of what 
makes Wyoming special place to 
live.

Richard Dodson
     Biography and statement of 
why you are running for office

I’m a 4th 
Generation 
Wyomingite, an 
actor and singer 
with a degree 
in Spanish and 
History that 
I turned into 
an IT career, 
a veteran of 
the Army 
National Guard 
as an enlisted 
man, and an 
entrepreneur and advocate in 
homeless services. I’ve been 
talking about running for office 
for literally decades, looking 
to bring my proven problem-
solving abilities to the people 
of Wyoming, and a feel like, 
of all the many candidates 
in this race, I’m the one who 
understands what the people 
of Wyoming want and need in 
these “interesting” times.

     What is the most pressing 
issue facing Wyoming, and if 
elected, what work will you do 
on the federal level to address 
that issue?

I know the issue more 
pressing on me right now is 
inflation and affordability. 
Unfortunately, there aren’t 
many things Congress can do 
in that realm. But, one thing 
we can do is make sure that 
Congress maintains their 
constituted authority around 
tariffs and forever wars so that 
these issues don’t continue to 
put pressure on regular people. 
We can certainly adjust the 
minimum wage to protect young 
families just starting out and we 
can push fairness in tax policy 
so that the burden doesn’t fall 
squarely on the shoulders of 
working men and women and 
shift that burden to the wealthy 
who currently pay a small 
percentage of their income in 
taxes.

     Public lands are an 
important part of Wyoming’s 
economy, culture and 
recreation opportunities. 
What is your position 
on proposals to transfer 
federal public lands to state 
ownership or private control?

Public lands have a long 
history of benefiting all 
Americans for all the economic, 
cultural, and recreational 
purposes you mention, and 
balancing those uses against 
each other is always a difficult 
conversation. In general, 
transferring public lands 
to private control is not my 
preference, but there might be 
situations where it is in our best 
interests to do land swamps, 
especially in range land. Rather 
than transferring federal land 
to state ownership, I’d prefer 
better communication and 
coordination between agencies 
so that more voices can be 
heard.

Steve Friess
Did not respond.

David Giralt
Biography and statement 

of why you are running for 
office

I am a Casper-raised Army 
Ranger and 
the proud 
son of legal 
immigrants 
who came to 
this country 
with the desire 
to contribute 
and build a 
life through 
hard work 
and sacrifice. 
I was raised 
with a deep appreciation for 
this country and a strong drive 
to serve. I spent 12 years on 
active duty, deployed twice to 
Afghanistan, and earned the 
Bronze Star for leadership. 

During my final active duty 
assignment I worked directly 
with members of Congress 
to draft and pass key federal 
legislation. I then joined 
Senator Lummis’s office to 
fight for Wyoming’s priorities 
at the federal level including 
agriculture, federal lands, 
trade, and national security. 
I built my career through 
public service, earned an 

MBA from the University of 
Wyoming, and have sat in 
the rooms where laws are 
written. Wyoming deserves a 
representative who can lead 
under pressure and deliver on 
day one. I am ready.

What is the most pressing 
issue facing Wyoming, and 
if elected, what work will 
you do on the federal level to 
address that issue?

The cost of living is 
crushing Wyoming families 
and it is a direct result of 
reckless federal spending. I 
will vote against any budget 
that does not cut spending, 
fight regulatory burdens that 
drive up costs, and champion 
Wyoming’s energy industry 
every single day. Unleashing 
American energy production is 
the fastest and most effective 
tool we have to bring prices 
down for working families. 
Wyoming should be leading 
that charge. I will also fight to 
protect Wyoming’s agriculture 
industry, expand rural 
healthcare access, and ensure 
that Washington bureaucrats 
never mistake Wyoming’s 
patience for permission to keep 
spending money we do not 
have.

Public lands are an 
important part of Wyoming’s 
economy, culture and 
recreation opportunities. 
What is your position 
on proposals to transfer 
federal public lands to state 
ownership or private control?

I oppose the large-scale 
sale or transfer of Wyoming’s 
public lands. These lands 
belong to the people of 
Wyoming and selling them 
off would be a generational 
mistake we cannot undo. 
I grew up hunting and 
fishing across this state, 
earned my Eagle Scout, and 
believe strongly in multi-use 
management — grazing, energy 
production, hunting, fishing, 
and recreation must all have a 
place. Where existing federal 
disposal processes make 
sense, I support making them 
smoother and more efficient 
but only when community 
involvement is the primary 
driver and Wyoming voices 
lead the way. I will fight to 
protect grazing permits, defend 
multi-use principles, and 
ensure that Washington never 
again treats Wyoming’s lands 
as assets to manage from a 
distance.

Keith Goodenough
Biography and statement 

of why you are running for 
office

Wyomingite of 60 years, 
forester, woodcutter, peace 
corps volunteer, spanish 
speaker, state representative, 
state senator, outdoor 
maintenance worker, 
utility line locator and city 
councilmember. I am running 
for office to push a NO TRUMP, 
NO MAGA AND NO FREEDOM 
CAUCUS agenda

What is the most pressing 
issue facing Wyoming, and 
if elected, what work will 
you do on the federal level to 
address that issue?

The lack of active and 
ongoing participation by most 
wyomingites in the electoral 
political process is the biggest 
problem we face

Public lands are an 
important part of Wyoming’s 
economy, culture and 
recreation opportunities. 
What is your position 
on proposals to transfer 
federal public lands to state 
ownership or private control?

I am opposed to the transfer 
of public lands to private 
hands, except on a small scale 
on a case by case basis to 
enhance the public good

Chuck Gray
Biography and statement of 

why you are running for office
I’m Chuck 

Gray, and I’m 
running for 
US Congress. 
I’m the current 
Wyoming 
Secretary of 
State and a 
former state 
legislator. 
Before holding 
public office, I 
ran my family’s 
radio station 
small business in Casper. I’m 
running to deliver conservative 
leadership in Congress through 
advancing the policies that the 

people of Wyoming want.  I have 
a track record of doing this. 
As a state legislator, I was the 
lead sponsor of voter ID and the 
ultrasound bill, the first pro-life 
bill to pass in over 30 years.  As 
Wyoming Secretary of State, 
I passed proof of citizenship 
for registering to vote.  As a 
member of Congress, I will 
advance conservative policy 
to grow our Wyoming core 
industries.  We must address 
affordability by reducing 
regulation and also by stopping 
the monetary expansion that 
has occurred due to out of 
control federal spending.

What is the most pressing 
issue facing Wyoming, and if 
elected, what work will you do 
on the federal level to address 
that issue?

The biggest challenge that 
Wyoming faces today are the 
constant attacks on our core 
industries like ranching and 
farming, coal, oil and gas, and 
soda ash.  These attacks have 
contributed to the decline of 
real wages, leading to the lack of 
affordability of daily life. For our 
producers, I will work to bring 
back country of origin labeling, 
address the screwworm outbreak, 
and go after the meat packing 
monopoly.  These attacks have 
been going on for decades from 
the Left. I will work to ensure 
that west coast states open 
their ports to our coal.  I will 
roll back regulations to make 
sure our industries prosper. By 
fighting for and expanding our 
core industries, Wyoming will 
grow our economy. We must also 
address affordability by reducing 
inflation through reductions in 
the debt and deficit.  In addition, 
we must reverse out of control 
federal regulations.

Public lands are an 
important part of Wyoming’s 
economy, culture and 
recreation opportunities. 
What is your position 
on proposals to transfer 
federal public lands to state 
ownership or private control?

Public lands must remain 
in public hands. I know how 
important our public lands are 
to our Wyoming way of life. 
That’s why I’m opposed to the 
transfer of public lands to state 
ownership. I’m also opposed 
to the transfer of public lands 
to private control.   We must 
ensure that our public lands 
are open for recreation and 
for our economy. The usage of 
our public lands is key to the 
happiness and prosperity of the 
people of Wyoming.

Reid Rasner
Did not respond.

U.S. House of 
Representatives
Democratic
Elena Del Real

Did not respond.

Lisa Kinney
Biography and statement of 

why you are running for office
I spent 10 years in the 

Wyoming State Senate; two years 
as minority 
leader; and 
served on 
Judiciary and 
Education 
Committees. 
I have have 
my MLS and 
was director of 
Albany County 
Public Library 
and raised 
funds for a new 
facility. As a volunteer, I raised 
funds for a new Rec Center in 
Laramie. I am an attorney--
former partner with Corthell & 
King. I was a Financial Advisor 
with AIG/VALIC Corebridge 
and served schools, counties 
and hospitals.  I’m running 
because I believe America is at 
a crossroads. We need leaders 
who will defend democracy, 
protect our freedoms, respect 
the Constitution, the rule of law, 
and the courts. It is critically 
important to put Wyoming 
families and needs ahead of 
political division. Wyoming 
deserves a voice focused on 
solutions, accountability, 
the future, and the people of 
Wyoming. I speak and represent 
Wyoming.

What is the most pressing 
issue facing Wyoming, and if 
elected, what work will you do 
on the federal level to address 
that issue?
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Not selling public lands is 
my number one concern, but I 
will answer that in your next 
question. My next two issues are 
health care and affordability. 
Health care should give families 
security, not financial anxiety. 
The cost of insurance makes 
people drop it or it has doubled 
their previous premium. Too 
many Wyoming families, 
seniors, and small businesses 
are hurt by rising premiums 
and limited access to care. We 
need to increase our insurance 
pool by working together with 
other states to combine our 
pools and lower premiums. 
We must cut prescription drug 
costs, expand rural healthcare 
by protecting Wyoming rural 
hospitals and clinics, and 
support small businesses 
with affordable tax-deductible 
employee coverage options. 
In regard to affordability, gas, 
housing, groceries, healthcare, 
and everyday costs keep getting 
harder to afford. I would 
sponsor bills to reduce income 
tax for people earning under 
$100,000 and reduce FICA for 
low income people, and continue 
FICA for the wealthy.

Public lands are an 
important part of Wyoming’s 
economy, culture and 
recreation opportunities. 
What is your position 
on proposals to transfer 
federal public lands to state 
ownership or private control?

Wyoming’s public lands 
are part of who we are. I 
oppose transferring federal 
lands to state ownership or 
private control if it risks 
selling off access for hunters, 
campers, anglers, hikers, 
ranchers, recreation, and 
future generations. These 
lands belong to the American 
people, and Wyoming people 
should always have a voice in 

how they are managed. WE 
WANT TO KEEP OUR PUBLIC 
LANDS! Wyoming’s public 
lands are part of who we are. 
Once these lands are gone, we 
lose permanent access, views 
of our surroundings (as a 
photographer), use, migration 
corridors, wildlife, and habitat 
which are critical to the 
Wyoming we love. I would 
vote for or sponsor a minimum 
of two bills: 1) HR 317 Keep 
Public Lands in Public Hands 
intruduced 1-2025; and 2) The 
Public Lands Integrity Act, 
introduced in June, 2026.

Governor
Republican
Eric Barlow

Biography
I’m Eric Barlow, married 

to Kelly, my 
9th-grade 
sweetheart. 
She is a special 
education 
teacher who 
worked in 
public and 
private 
education 
before we 
chose to spend 
more time 
with our two children on the 
ranch southwest of Gillette 
by homeschooling them and 
eliminating a long school bus 
commute.

I have worked as a 
veterinarian, rancher, small 
business owner, and legislator. 
On our ranch, we raise livestock 
and work with oil and gas 
producers. I know what it means 
to run a Wyoming business, 
sign the front of a paycheck, and 
drive long distances to serve 
rural communities.

We have served our 
community and Wyoming 
through local volunteering, 
including 4-H, the soup kitchen, 
and as a legislator. This service 

is about helping others, making 
their lives better.

I served five terms in the 
Wyoming House, including as 
Speaker of the House, and now 
serve in the Senate. Service and 
leadership start by listening, 
understanding the facts, and 
doing the work.

What is the most pressing 
issue facing Wyoming now, 
and if elected, what would you 
do to address that challenge?

The most pressing issue 
facing Wyoming is keeping our 
communities strong and livable 
with economies that support 
them as costs rise, services 
stretch thin, and federal 
pressures continue. Too often, 
decisions are made too far from 
the people who live with the 
consequences.

As governor, I will reorganize 
the Governor’s Office to include 
regional representatives, giving 
you direct access to me. The 
goal is to ensure the government 
is closer to the people and that 
your needs are heard by the 
right people.

I will take on healthcare 
access and affordability 
immediately by assembling a 
strike team that brings together 
folks across Wyoming impacted 
by rural healthcare challenges, 
and we will work on Wyoming 
solutions.  

By showing up, listening 
and working together, we 
can make Wyoming the place 
where communities thrive, 
our economy is robust and our 
kids can choose to be part of its 
future. Wyoming needs them.

In June, Gov. Mark Gordon 
signed an executive order to 
manage data center growth 
in the state. What legislation 
would you champion to ensure 
that Wyoming communities, 
citizens, and natural 
resources do not suffer 
unintended consequences 
from the construction of data 

centers?
Data center proposals 

should be decided locally by 
the communities that will live 
with them. The state’s role is 
to protect water resources, 
prevent higher electricity 
rates to consumers, and help 
communities get factual 
information for decision-
making. If the Legislature needs 
to take action so state agencies 
can do this work, I have the 
relationships to get results.

Wyoming knows how to 
do hard things. We have 
spent generations balancing 
development with land, water, 
private property, and local 
concerns. 

For communities where 
data centers are the right fit, 
we should work to get to yes. 
Only saying no doesn’t make 
sense. Think where Wyoming 
would be today if we had put a 
moratorium on coal.

That doesn’t mean every 
project should move forward. 
It means we do the work, ask 
questions, protect resources 
and ratepayers, and use our 
abundant energy resources.

As governor, I will bring 
the right people to the table 
and will take action to make 
sure we are prepared for these 
opportunities.

Public lands are an 
important part of Wyoming’s 
economy, culture and 
recreation opportunities. 
What is your position 
on proposals to transfer 
federal public lands to state 
ownership or private control?

I do not support the 
wholesale, fire sale of 
Wyoming’s public lands. 

Wyoming must stand firm 
against federal overreach, 
but we also have to be serious 
and realistic in how we do 
it. Too many decisions that 
shape our land, economy, 
communities, and way of life 
are made by distant agencies 

and organizations that do not 
understand this state.

This is why I sponsored 
and passed Senate Joint 
Resolution 9, enshrining 
that Wyoming wants to keep 
public lands protected and 
decisions local. The people 
of Wyoming deserve access, 
responsible development, 
multiple use, and a real 
voice in decisions that affect 
grazing, energy, recreation, 
hunting, conservation, and 
local economies. Responsible 
management, school revenue, 
and local input all matter.

As governor, I will defend 
Wyoming’s authority, work 
closely with our congressional 
delegation, and make sure 
local voices are at the table. 
Wyoming knows how to manage 
Wyoming. We don’t need 
outsiders “helping” us. 

Workforce and attainable 
housing remains a critical 
need in many Wyoming 
communities. What role do you 
believe the state can play in 
addressing issues of housing 
affordability and access.

Across Wyoming I hear about 
young families trying to buy a 
first home, teachers and nurses 
looking for a place to live, and 
communities working to keep 
up with growth opportunities.

Housing touches more than 
just the workforce. It’s about 
elders staying in the towns 
they grew up in, kids building 
their future here, and our 
communities keeping their 
identity as they grow.

Our community 
infrastructure needs are real 
and local funding is limited. 
The state’s role is not to dictate 
solutions but partner with 
communities so they have the 
infrastructure needed to grow.

This means making sure 
state policies are not making 
the problems harder and 
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removing unnecessary barriers. 
The Wyoming Community 
Development Program provides 
housing opportunities that, 
with additional resources and 
authority, could open even more 
doors.

Every community in 
Wyoming is different. What 
works in one place may not 
fit another. Local leaders are 
closest to the challenge and 
should lead the solutions.

Brent Bien
Did not respond.

Curt Blake
Did not respond.

Megan Degenfelder
Biography
Growing up in an 

agriculture family, I learned 
the value of 
hard work, 
building 
something 
for the next 
generation, and 
not waiting 
around for the 
government 
to solve our 
problems. 
A product 
of Wyoming 
public schools and the 
University of Wyoming, I spent 
nearly a decade working in the 
coal and oil and gas industries, 
specifically in regulatory and 
government affairs, to lessen 
regulatory burdens on industry 
and produce more energy. 
Elected State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction in 2022, 
I implemented major reform 
for parental rights, career and 
technical education, school 
choice, civics and literacy. I 
have a proven track record 
of delivering on conservative 
causes which is why I have 
the endorsement of President 
Trump and Harriet Hageman. 
I’m an outdoorswoman, the 
UW women’s rugby coach 
and a cancer survivor. I’m 
not interested in the status 
quo. Wyoming needs bold, 
unapologetic leadership so 
that it doesn’t just survive, it 
sets the bar for the rest of the 
country to follow. 

What is the most pressing 
issue facing Wyoming now, 
and if elected, what would you 
do to address that challenge?

The most pressing issue 
facing Wyoming is whether our 
children and grandchildren will

be able to build a life here. 
Too many young people are 
leaving because the cost of 
living is too expensive and 
because the left keeps attacking 
the industries that have always 
powered our state. As Governor, 
I will fight to grow Wyoming’s 
energy, agriculture, tourism, 
and small business economies 
so we create good-paying jobs 
here at home. I will work to 
make housing and healthcare 
more attainable, provide tax 
relief, reduce red tape and 
create government efficiencies, 
and protect parents’ rights 
in education. Our potential 
is limitless – our lands, our 
resources, and our people. I 
am not running to preserve 
the status quo; I’m running 
to challenge it. I am running 
to lead, to fight, and to make 
sure Wyoming remains a place 
where families can thrive. I love 
Wyoming, and I believe our way 
of life is worth fighting for.

In June, Gov. Mark Gordon 
signed an executive order to 
manage data center growth 
in the state. What legislation 
would you champion to ensure 
that Wyoming communities, 
citizens, and natural 
resources do not suffer 
unintended consequences 
from the construction of data 
centers?

Wyoming should be open 
for business, but it needs to 
be the right business, done 
the right way. The Governor’s 
first responsibility is to protect 
our lands, water, ratepayers, 
personal property rights, and 
communities. People want to 
invest in Wyoming because 
they see our potential. We 
should leverage the work for us, 
Wyoming first. If you want to 
open a data center in Wyoming, 
there should be some simple 
rules. 1) You supply in or pay 
in – you cannot build here 
if you will increase rates for 
residents. 2) You must operate 
a closed-loop cooling system 
and may not draw from our 
water supply. 3) You prioritize 
Wyoming workers in the 

construction and operation 
and assist in the workforce 
pipeline. 4) You operate openly 
with the community, not behind 
closed doors, and are welcomed 
by your host community. 
Data centers boost the energy 
economy and help to win the AI 
arms race against China, but if 
a data center wants to locate in 
Wyoming, then they must do it 
our way.

Public lands are an 
important part of Wyoming’s 
economy, culture and 
recreation opportunities. 
What is your position 
on proposals to transfer 
federal public lands to state 
ownership or private control?

Public lands are central 
to Wyoming’s way of life. 
I am a lifelong hunter and 
outdoorswoman and have 
benefited greatly from them. 
They support our ranchers, 
energy and mineral industries, 
outfitters, hunters, and tourism 
economy that make our state 
special. I do not support broad 
proposals to sell off public 
lands or transfer them into 
private control. On the State 
Land Board, I have brought 
proposals to swap federal to 
state ownership rather than 
selling to the highest private 
bidder. Washington, DC 
too often mismanages these 
lands through red tape, one-
size-fits-all rules, and radical 
environmental policies that 
hurt Wyoming. As Governor, I 
will fight for stronger state and 
local decision making, multiple-
use management, energy and 
mineral development, grazing 
rights, conservation, and 
continued public access. The 
answer is not to lock up the 
land or sell it off. The answer is 
to make sure Wyoming people, 
not D.C. bureaucrats, have a 
stronger voice in how Wyoming 
lands are managed.

Workforce and attainable 
housing remains a critical 
need in many Wyoming 
communities. What role do you 
believe the state can play in 
addressing issues of housing 
affordability and access.

Workforce and attainable 
housing are critical to keeping 
Wyoming families in our 
communities.

The state should not become a 
landlord or force one-size-fits-all 
mandates on local communities, 
but it can play an important 
role in creating an environment 
that removes barriers and 
reduces cost for development. 
As Governor, I would create a 
statewide initiative on housing, 
bringing together all of the 
players involved. Step one is to 
complete a landscape analysis of 
deregulation efforts across the 
state. Step two is prioritizing 
baseline infrastructure 
investments, including water 
and sewer, curb and gutter, 
and roads. Wyoming should 
use limited, accountable tools 
to leverage private investment, 
not replace it. The goal should 
be simple: make it easier 
for families to live in the 
communities they work in, 
while respecting local control 
and keeping the government 
from distorting the market.

Governor
Democratic
Kenneth Casner

Did not respond.

Secretary 
of State
Republican
Jason Fearneyhough

Did not respond.

Qwenton Oviatt
Biography and statement of 

why you are running
Qwenton Eagle Oviatt is a 

Hudson Wyoming resident, 47, 
and a Republican candidate 
for Secretary 
of State.  A 
Lander Valley 
High School 
graduate, 
he earned 
degrees in 
Psychology and 
Environment 
& Natural 
Resources from 
the University 
of Wyoming.  
His diverse experience spans 
Wyoming oil fields, National 
Science Foundation work in 
Antarctica, small business 
ownership, academic advising 
at Central Wyoming College, 
and mediation.  He is running to 
bring practical leadership to the 
office and protect confidential 

voting data from being 
misused.  Oviatt plans to focus 
on increasing voter turnout, 
making elections easier while 
keeping them secure, cleaning 
up business filings, and working 
as a true partner with our 
county clerks.

Critics have raised concerns 
that Wyoming’s business-
friendly laws can be exploited 
by bad actors seeking 
anonymity or facilitating fraud.  

Do you believe Wyoming’s 
current registered agent 
requirements are sufficient, 
and if not, what changes 
would you advocate?

No, Wyoming’s current 
registered agent requirements 
are not sufficient.  Criminals are 
clearly exploiting the system, 
especially through commercial 
registered agents, creating a 
growing fraud problem.

I would advocate for 
stronger screening using top 
tier software to flag suspicious 
filings before approval, along 
with a small enforcement team 
within the Secretary of State’s 
Office to investigate and refer 
cases to law enforcement.  We 
can fix the abuses while keeping 
Wyoming business friendly.

Why are you the best 
candidate for the job?

I’m the best candidate 
because I bring real world 
experience from the oil fields 
to Antarctica, not politics.  
I’ll build bridges through 
collaboration and deliver 
practical solutions without 
more bureaucracy.

Rachel Rodriguez-Williams
Did not respond.

Robert Short
Biography and statement of 

why you are running
My first job was on the 

Duncan Ranch, at 12 years 
of age making $1/hr. I also 
worked on other ranches during 
branding and 
docking. At 
16, I went to 
work in the oil 
patch. At 17, I 
went to work 
in power line 
construction. 
At 18, I went 
to work in a 
uranium mine 
and stayed 
until it closed 
due to cheap 
imports. After that I attended 
school for electrical engineering 
and computer science. After 
graduation I worked in 
technology and was recruited 
into nuclear science for a 20 
year career. In 2004, I started 
multiple businesses in Douglas 
and Glenrock and by 2020 grew 
to more than 120 employees. 
I was elected as a Converse 
County Commissioner in 204 
and have been re-elected twice 
since. I’ve been an election 
judge and served on many 
local and statewide boards. I 
understand financial markets. 
I understand SLIB and SBLC. 
I have extensive national, 
international business, state, 
and federal government 
experience. I am the current 
vice-president of WCCA. I 
tirelessly serve Wyoming.

Critics have raised 
concerns that Wyoming’s 
business-friendly laws can 
be exploited by bad actors 
seeking anonymity or 
facilitating fraud.  Do you 
believe Wyoming’s current 
registered agent requirements 
are sufficient, and if not, what 
changes would you advocate?

I share concerns about bad 
actors taking advantage of our 
state’s business-friendly climate. 
I support Senator Barry Crago’s 
efforts to help move the needle 
to increase accountability for 
those actors who wish to exploit 
our excellent LLC laws while 
still protecting real businesses 
in Wyoming. 

Why are you the best 
candidate for the job?

I have proven business 
experience and have created 
jobs that help people build 
careers, families, and futures 
in Wyoming. I’ve served as an 
election judge and understand 
the process and dedication 
of our election workers. As 
a county commissioner, I’ve 
earned a reputation as someone 
who can guide opposing 
viewpoints into workable 
solutions for the people I 
serve. I understand financial 
instruments and the regulations 
surrounding them. Best of all, I 
was raised in Wyoming and am 

committed to Wyoming’s future.

Charles Young
Did not respond.

Secretary 
of State
Democratic
Bryan McCarty

Biography and statement of 
why you are running

Running to do what I can, 
where I can, 
how I can, for 
as long as I can, 
with available 
resources, to 
save America’s 
democracy. ‘If 
not me, who? If 
not now, when?’

Career 
spent in the 
private sector, 
almost entirely 
associated with the railroad 
industry. Employed mostly 
by marquee multibillion 
dollar business enterprises, 
with emphasis on integrity 
and regulatory and audit 
compliance. Credentials include 
an MBA and Six Sigma Green 
Belt certification from General 
Electric. Primary campaign 
focus is protection of Wyoming’s 
public lands.

Critics have raised 
concerns that Wyoming’s 
business-friendly laws can 
be exploited by bad actors 
seeking anonymity or 
facilitating fraud.  Do you 
believe Wyoming’s current 
registered agent requirements 
are sufficient, and if not, what 
changes would you advocate?

From what I have gathered 
so far, existing legislation 
is sufficient, as long as it is 
applied fairly and thoroughly. 
My internal audit experience 
and Six Sigma training equip 
me to effectively administer the 
responsibilities of the office.

Why are you the best 
candidate for the job?

My ties to Big Wonderful 
Wyoming are long standing, 
authentic, and run deeply 
throughout the fabric of my life. 
I stand for the genuine rule of 
law, and making decisions based 
on objective reality, objective 
facts, and actual science.

State Auditor
Republican
Kristi Racines 

Incumbent, unopposed

State Treasurer
Republican
Curtis Meier – incumbent

Biography and statement of 
why you are running

I am a lifelong Wyomingite, ag 
producer, businessman, former 
legislator and 
have served 
as Wyoming 
State Treasurer 
since 2019. Prior 
to becoming 
Treasurer, I 
served more 
than two decades 
in the Wyoming 
Legislature, 
including 
leadership 
positions and 
service on key budget and finance 
committees, including the 
Wyoming Retirement System — a 
multi-billion dollar public fund.

I am running for re-election 
because Wyoming needs 
experienced, steady leadership 
in the Treasurer’s Office. Under 
my leadership, investment 
earnings became Wyoming’s 
largest source of revenue for 
the first time in state history, 
generating nearly $1.9 billion 
last year. I want to continue 
building Wyoming’s financial 
strength, protecting taxpayers 
and creating opportunities for 
future generations.

Do you believe the 
Treasurer’s office currently 
has the budget and resources 
needed to attract and retain 
the top-tier talent required 
to actively manage a multi-
billion-dollar portfolio, or if 
elected, will you be pushing to 
expand the state’s operational 
budget for active investment 
management?

Wyoming’s investment 
team has delivered exceptional 
results, and we continue to 
implement performance, labor 
and cost saving measures. 
Attracting talented investment 

professionals has not been a 
problem because we have a 
reputation for being a very 
well-run shop, but offering a 
competitive starting salary 
remains a challenge for us and 
for the Wyoming Retirement 
System. Salary surveys indicate 
both are 2-3 years behind 
midpoint starting points 
for both public and private 
investment firms. Salaries are 
lower than management fees, 
and we have been successful 
in growing experience and 
promoting within our team. I 
will continue evaluating our 
staffing and compensation needs 
to ensure Wyoming remains 
competitive while being frugal 
but responsible with trust fund 
revenues.

We manage trust funds for 
low risk and high net returns. 
Our record demonstrates 
that investing in qualified 
home-grown professionals can 
provide substantial benefits to 
Wyoming.

Why are you the best 
candidate for the job?

The Treasurer’s Office 
manages billions of dollars 
and requires experience, 
judgment and a proven record 
of success — and over two 
decades of advising multi-
billion dollar public funds, 
I’ve positioned Wyoming for 
a bright future. During my 
eight years as Treasurer, 
Wyoming’s investments became 
the state’s largest source of 
revenue, and my office returned 
record amounts of unclaimed 
property to Wyoming citizens. 
I understand the office, the 
responsibilities and the 
importance of protecting the 
people’s money. My record 
demonstrates a commitment to 
sound financial management, 
constitutional government 
and long-term stewardship of 
Wyoming’s resources.

Don’t mess with success.

Scott Smith
Biography and statement of 

why you are running
I am running for Wyoming 

State Treasurer to provide 
steady, responsible leadership 
that answers 
directly to 
you—not to the 
bureaucracy. 
Wyoming is 
built on faith, 
family, and 
hard work, and 
those are the 
exact principles 
I live by every 
day here in 
Goshen County.

My 
background is rooted in 
business and finance, where I’ve 
learned firsthand the discipline 
it takes to manage budgets and 
practice careful stewardship. I 
know that every dollar in the 
state vault represents the hard 
work of Wyoming taxpayers and 
the future of our children.

Having trusted me to 
represent you in the Wyoming 
House of Representatives, 
I’ve served on the front 
lines of our state budget 
process. That experience 
deepened my commitment 
to limited government and 
absolute transparency. Now, 
I am ready to bring that same 
rigorous oversight to the State 
Treasurer’s Office to protect our 
resources against fraud, waste, 
and abuse.

Do you believe the 
Treasurer’s office currently 
has the budget and resources 
needed to attract and retain 
the top-tier talent required 
to actively manage a multi-
billion-dollar portfolio, 
or if elected, will you be 
pushing to expand the state’s 
operational budget for active 
investment management?

I believe that the current 
budget is sufficient. I believe in 
the abilities of the staff that we 
have to handle the case load. I 
am disappointed that the state 
treasurer’s office since 2019 
has spent $886 million (12%) 
in 3rd party fees to invest our 
funds and have only been able 
to get a return of 5.7%. Has we 
simply invested in a mutual 
fund that invested in the S&P 
500, for the same period of 
time, the state could have had 
a 18.3% return on our funds. 

I would also like the state 
treasurer’s office to invest in 
more Gold and Silver. 

We have an opportunity to 
do even better than we have 
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been doing.

Why are you the best 
candidate for the job?

As a proud Wyoming 
Platform Republican, I live by 
the Code of the West and firmly 
believe some things are simply 
not for sale. As your Treasurer, 
I will stand strong against out-
of-state corporate interests and 
heavy-handed ESG agendas that 
try to monetize our lands at 
the expense of our energy and 
agricultural industries.

The state treasurer sits as 
one of five members of our State 
Land and Investment Board. I 
have been disappointed that the 
SLIB board continues to lease 
out our precious state lands out 
to commercial wind generators. 
In one county they voted to 
approve a hydrogen plant that 
would use 8 gallons of our water 
to create one gallon of hydrogen 
jet fuel. 

I believe our water is to 
valuable to be sold out to out of 
state green activist. I know that 
we can create hydrogen from 
LNG, natural gas, I believe that 
some things are not for sale.

Superintendent 
of Public 
Instruction
Republican
Chad Auer

Biography and statement 
of why you are running for 
public office.

I bring over 20 years of 
experience in 
educational 
leadership, 
public policy 
and community 
service. In 
addition to 
degrees in 
biology and 
education 
administration, 
I hold a law 
degree from 
the University 
of Wyoming. I have served as 
a teacher, principal, district 
administrator and held 
leadership roles in two state 
departments of education. I 
have experience working with 
traditional public as well as 
charter, online and alternative 
schools in rural, suburban 
and Tribal committees. I am 
a former mayor, volunteer 
firefighter and proud husband/
father. I am running because 
I believe Wyoming deserves a 
superintendent that has broad 
leadership experience as well 
as the ability to thoughtfully 
lead our school system into the 
future.

What is your position on 
using public dollars to fund 
private school programs 
and services that are not 
accountable to the state, 
through education savings 
accounts or by providing 
funds to the student through a 
voucher that may be used for 
educational purposes? 

Whether those programs 
are traditional block grant 
dollars or funds distributed 
into alternative programs, 
I am of the firm conviction 
that taxpayers are entitled to 
straightforward and transparent 
accountability regarding the 
expenditure of our public 
funds. Further, the Wyoming 

Constitution, Article 7 Section 
8, appears to prohibit use of 
public funds to support private 
schools. Therefore, I believe that 
all education policies, programs 
and funds should be accountable 
and in alignment with our state 
constitution.

Do you think Wyoming 
public schools are adequately 
funded? Why or why not?

The state Constitution 
requires the legislature to 
provide for a complete and 
uniform system of public 
education. As organizational 
leaders, business owners or any 
other American knows, the cost 
of goods and services is going 
up. Therefore, meeting our 
constitutional mandate requires 
constant, transparent and 
collaborative deliberation. As 
evidenced by our long history of 
determining education funding 
in the judicial branch, I would 
say no we have not adequately 
funded public education. 
Nonetheless, if Wyoming hires 
me to serve as superintendent, 
I will advocate for investing as 
many resources as we can afford 
into education. Education, 
after all, is our best economic 
development plan as well as 
the best way to ensure the 
sustainability of our republic.

Why are you the best 
candidate for the job?

I am the only candidate 
with a diverse background in 
educational leadership, public 
policy and community service. 
Further, I am the only candidate 
with first hand experience 
managing an executive 
branch agency - specifically 
the Wyoming Department of 
Education. I firmly believe that 
Wyoming, given our strong 
public schools, is best positioned 
to rise to the challenges ahead 
and I hope the voters hire me 
for the job.

Steve Harshman
Did not respond. 

Thomas Kelly
Did not respond. 

Superintendent 
of Public 
Instruction
Democratic
Ana Cordova

Biography and statement 
of why you are running for 
public office. 

As a 3rd generation 
Wyomingite from Cheyenne, 
I volunteered 
with numerous 
education-
focused 
community 
organizations. 
I graduated 
from Central 
High School 
in 2004, and 
pursued higher 
education with 
the assistance 
of the Bill Gates 
Millennium Scholarship.

After graduate school, 
I was an instructor at the 
Georgetown University School 
of Medicine. Later, I developed 
two secondary science curricula 
at the AAAS. Both were shown 
to outperform the traditional 
curricula in schools, and are 
published nationwide.

I am running to enhance 
public education for Wyoming 
communities, and most 

importantly - our future.  I have 
long agreed with the adage “we 
do not inherit the earth from 
our parents - we borrow it from 
our children” - and I intend 
to be a steward for our future 
generations.

What is your position on 
using public dollars to fund 
private school programs 
and services that are not 
accountable to the state, 
through education savings 
accounts or by providing 
funds to the student through a 
voucher that may be used for 
educational purposes? 

I agree with the WEA’s 
position that funneling public, 
taxpayer-funded monies to 
private entities undermines 
public education systems. My 
top priority as Superintendent 
would be to create an 
educational environment in 
Wyoming whereby voucher and 
similar programs are essentially 
unnecessary - because our 
public schools are so vibrant, 
so successful, and so easily the 
natural choice for all parents. 
While I understand that some 
parents and caregivers might 
want to educate their children 
outside of public schools, I hope 
to elevate Wyoming’s public 
schools - all of them - to a place 
where parents no longer need to 
consider alternatives because 
their local public school is the 
best choice, not the only choice.

Do you think Wyoming 
public schools are adequately 
funded? Why or why not?

While I am pleased that the 
Legislature acted to remedy 
the recent underfunding of 
schools in Wyoming, I agree 
with Governor Gordon’s action 
to allow the bill to become law 
without Executive signature. 
Similarly, while I agree with 
the concept of “progress over 
perfection” I was disappointed 
that the educational funding 
recalibration bill, while moving 
in the right direction, was not 
moving Wyoming forward as 
far as I would have liked to 
see. However, I trust in the 
2-year adjustment and 5-year 
recalibration process that we 
have mandating that public 
school funding is reassessed 
regularly, and that changes are 
made in an evidence-based and 
data-driven manner.

Why are you the best 
candidate for the job?

I am the best candidate for 
the job because I champion 
Wyoming, our communities, 
and the positive outcomes that 
are possible for our children due 
to excellent public education. I 
have always been proud of my 
Western roots, and consistently 
came back to Wyoming 
throughout adulthood, and 
fostered continued relationships 
with local leaders doing 
important and impactful work. 
I intend to continue reaching 
out to local communities, 
asking the right questions, 
listening to diverse constituents, 
and addressing the actual 
problems they face. Too often, 
solutions are implemented to 
address presumed problems - 
at taxpayer and our families’ 
expense. I am ready to focus on 
uplifting educators, students, 
and our communities in ways 
that enhance and celebrate 
public schools and the Wyoming 
way of life.

Sergio Maldonado
Did not respond.

House 
District 40
Republican
Marilyn Connolly – incumbent

Biography and statement 
of why you are running for 
office:

I was born in Worland, 
Wyoming, and raised my family 
in Johnson 
County, where 
I have worked 
for more than 
three decades as 
a CNA, AEMT, 
Public Health 
Response 
Coordinator, 
and Emergency 
Management 
Coordinator. 
I also created 
and operated 
a small business, The Mini/
MiniArrow Publications. My 
community service includes 
time as a County Commissioner 
and service on the Rural Health 
Care District Board, Buffalo 
Senior Center Board, and 
Northern Wyoming Mental 
Health Board. At the state 
level, I have served on the 
State Bank Board, Search and 
Rescue Council, and one term 
as Representative for House 
District 40. I am running again 
because my record reflects 
conservative Wyoming values: 
responsible spending, lower 
taxes, support for veterans, 
private property rights, and 
strong local control. I will 
keep working for a stronger 
economy, reliable energy, 
quality education, housing, jobs 
and a Wyoming where future 
generations can thrive. I will 
protect what is working and fix 
what isn’t.

How do you balance 
property tax relief with 
maintaining funding for local 
governments, schools, and 
special districts?

Wyoming taxpayers deserve 
meaningful property tax relief, 
but we must also ensure that 
cities, towns, counties, schools, 
fire districts, hospitals, and 
other local services remain 
financially stable. The 
Legislature has provided several 
property tax relief programs 
and exemptions to the taxpayers 
in recent years. The goal is to 
provide relief without shifting 
the burden onto essential 
community services or creating 
long-term funding shortfalls.

We could codify the 
Constitutional Amendment 
residential rate from 9.5% to 
8.3% across the board.  There is 
some potential for the state to 
backfill shortfalls.

Do you believe Wyoming 
public schools are adequately 
funded? Why or why not?

Wyoming has invested 
heavily in public schools, but 
I believe adequacy is about 
more than the dollar amount 
per student. The recent 
Recalibration Bill still leaves 
gaps in the funding model 
such as staffing, facilities, and 
inflation adjustments, and 
operational costs so the work is 
not finished.

Public lands are an 
important part of Wyoming’s 
economy, culture and 
recreation opportunities. 
What is your position 
on proposals to transfer 
federal public lands to state 
ownership or private control?

I oppose the sale or transfer 
of federal public lands to the 
state of Wyoming. Public access 
is not just a political issue — it 
is part of Wyoming’s way of 
life. Hunting, fishing, grazing, 
hiking, camping, outfitting and 
responsible energy development 
all depend on access to the land. 
Any proposal that puts that 
access at risk must be treated 
with great caution.

Private property rights 
and public access must be 
considered together. I oppose 
land-transfer schemes that 
could lead to public lands being 
sold off, locked up or managed 
in a way that limits access for 
Wyoming families. At the same 
time, I believe private land 
owners deserve respect and 
protection from government 
overreach. The people who own,  
work and care for private lands 
are essential to Wyoming’s 
economy, wildlife habitat and  
rural communities.

What is the most important 
issue facing House District 40 
specifically?

The most important issues 
facing House District 40 are the 
issues that affect daily life in 
Johnson County: recovering 
from wildfire damage, 
protecting our agricultural 
economy, keeping property 
taxes manageable, and making 
sure local services stay strong. 
We also need to support 
families, small businesses, and 
the next generation so people 
can afford to live and work 
here.”

Mark Jones
Biography and statement 

of why you are running for 
office:

I have a B.S. degree in 
Forestry and Wildlife Biology, 
a M.S. degree 
in Wildlife 
Biology, and 
am a Certified 
Wildlife 
Biologist® who 
spent 30+ years 
managing game 
populations. My 
work involved 
fighting 
for hunter 
opportunities 
and becoming a subject matter 
expert in government policies. 
For the last several years, I have 
worked for the non-profit Gun 
Owners of America, fighting for 
our Second Amendment Rights 
and Hunter Opportunity at the 
state and national levels. I have 
a strong history of protecting 
these Rights against all threats, 
including the recent four years 
of the Biden Administration. I’m 
proud to have worked to pass 
some of America’s strongest pro-
Second Amendment legislation 
in Cheyenne over the last 
several legislative sessions.

I am running to represent 
regular people like me in House 
District 40 because we deserve 
to be represented by someone 
who will uphold the conservative 
values of our people and not vote 
with the Democrats 80% of the 
time like my opponent.

How do you balance property 
tax relief with maintaining 
funding for local governments, 
schools, and special districts?

Objective analysis of the 
impacts of property tax reduction 
demonstrates that the impact on 
the Johnson County budget was 
quite small, according to data 
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from the Wyoming Department 
of Revenue and the Wyoming 
Department of Audit. See: 
(https://revenue.wyo.gov/annual-
reports). Johnson County only 
receives 8% of its annual revenue 
from Residential Property Taxes, 
with the remaining 92% coming 
from other sources. Therefore, if 
all residents in Johnson County 
were given a 25% property tax 
cut, the impact on the County’s 
budget would only be 2%. I will 
work to give everyone a 50% 
property tax cut, which can be 
easily made up by eliminating 
waste, fraud, and abuse of 
taxpayer dollars. Surely, our 
County government, which has 
seen huge increases in its budget 
since COVID, can find 2-4% to 
cut from the existing budget, 
therefore allowing our hard-
working families and residents 
to receive the tax relief they need 
and deserve.

Do you believe Wyoming 
public schools are adequately 
funded? Why or why not?

Wyoming spends between two 
and three times per child what 
is spent in most other states. 
Much of that money is wasted on 
excessive administrative costs 
and liberal “Pet Projects,” and 
this money should be used to 
fund hard-working teachers and 
school staff and the tools needed 
to educate children. I believe the 
money being spent in our schools 
should go to teachers and school 
staff, and more control should 
be given back to parents and 
taxpayers.

Public lands are an 
important part of Wyoming’s 
economy, culture and 
recreation opportunities. What 
is your position on proposals 
to transfer federal public lands 
to state ownership or private 
control?

I strongly oppose selling public 
lands and will fight to ensure 
public lands remain available 
for hunting, fishing, hiking, 
camping, and other recreational 
activities.

What is the most important 
issue facing House District 40 
specifically?

I believe maintaining 
Wyoming and House District 40 
as a conservative and traditional 
bastion of American values is 
the most critical issue facing 
us. I am a Wyomingite because 
this is the last best place in 
America to preserve liberty, 
but that is rapidly changing 
unless “We the People” put a 
stop to it. Unfortunately, liberal, 
establishment politicians, even 
some of them born in Wyoming, 
are attempting to undermine the 
values of this state for their own 
financial gain and to maintain 
power over the rest of us. The 
truth is that many of them have 
infiltrated the Republican Party 
and now run as “Republicans” 
while pushing Democrat 
values in the Legislature. All 
conservative Wyoming residents, 
regardless of where they were 
born, must band together to 
fight against these Leftists forces 
within our own Republican Party 
to ensure that Wyoming remains 
a conservative example for the 
rest of America.

County 
Commissioner
Republican
Bill Novotny 

Incumbent, unopposed
Jeff Shelley 

Incumbent, unopposed

County 
Treasurer
Republican
Brittnee Borgialli 

Biography: 
I am a third-generation 

Johnson County resident, born 
and raised in Buffalo. I was active 
in 4-H, FFA, FBLA, and athletics, 
where I learned 
the value of 
hard work, 
leadership, and 
service.

After 
graduating 
from Buffalo 
High School, 
I earned an 
Associate 
Degree in 
Agribusiness 
from Sheridan 
College and am currently 
pursuing a Bachelor’s Degree 
in Leadership and Management 
with an emphasis in Business.

I serve as Chief Deputy 
Treasurer and have gained 
hands-on experience in all areas 

of the office, including vehicle 
registrations, property taxes, 
financial reporting, audits, and 
investments. I am committed 
to public service and providing 
efficient, respectful customer 
service.

Why are you running for 
election?

I am running for Johnson 
County Treasurer because I care 
deeply about this community and 
am committed to continuing a 
career of public service.

Working in the Treasurer’s 
Office has given me a 
strong understanding of 
its responsibilities and the 
importance of providing efficient, 
accurate, and respectful service 
to the public. I enjoy working 
with people and helping residents 
navigate processes like vehicle 
registration and property taxes.

I also see opportunities 
to improve accessibility by 
modernizing services, including 
expanding online registration 
and payment options to better 
serve residents.

I am running to ensure the 
office remains professional, 
responsive, and focused on 
serving the people of Johnson 
County with integrity and 
efficiency.

What do you think are the 
most important skills to be an 
effective treasurer?

An effective Treasurer must 
have strong financial knowledge, 
attention to detail, integrity, 
and leadership. Managing 
public funds requires accuracy, 
accountability, and sound 
decision-making.

Equally important is the 
ability to work well with people. 
The Treasurer’s Office serves 
the public daily, so providing 
efficient, respectful customer 
service is essential. Residents 
should feel comfortable asking 
questions and confident that 
they are receiving clear, helpful 
information.

A Treasurer must also be 
adaptable and open to improving 
processes. Embracing modern 
tools, such as online services, 
can increase efficiency and 
accessibility while maintaining 
compliance with state 
regulations.

Balancing financial 
responsibility with strong 
customer service is key 
to effectively serving the 
community.

What is biggest need 
of facing the Treasurer’s 
Department now, and what 
would you do to address that 
need?

One of the biggest needs 
facing the Treasurer’s Office 
is improving efficiency and 
accessibility while keeping up 
with evolving technology and 
public expectations.

Residents increasingly expect 
convenient options, such as 
online vehicle registration 
renewals and payment systems. 
Expanding these services can 
reduce wait times, improve 
accuracy, and make the office 
more accessible.

At the same time, it is 
important to maintain 
strong internal processes, 
ensure compliance with state 
requirements, and protect 
taxpayer resources.

With my experience in daily 
operations, I understand where 
improvements can be made. 
As Treasurer, I would focus on 
modernizing services where 
appropriate, supporting staff, and 
continuing to provide efficient, 
reliable service to the public.

Why are you the best 
candidate for the job?

I believe I am the best 
candidate because I bring 11+ 
years of hands-on experience in 
the Treasurer’s Office, strong 
leadership skills, and a genuine 
commitment to public service.

As Chief Deputy Treasurer, I 
have worked in every area of the 
office and understand both the 
technical responsibilities and 
the importance of serving people 
with professionalism and respect. 
I enjoy working with residents 
and take pride in providing 
efficient, helpful service.

I have also invested in 
leadership training and 
continued education to 
strengthen my ability to manage 
the office effectively.

I am prepared to lead on 
day one and am committed to 
maintaining a Treasurer’s Office 
that is accurate, accountable, and 
focused on serving the people of 
Johnson County.

Experience You Can Count On.

Darcy Goni
Biography:
Johnson County has been 

my home for nearly 40 years, 
where I have built my life, 
career, and family. I am a proud 
graduate of JCSD#1, as are both 

of my children. I earned a BS in 
Business Administration and 
Accounting from MSU and began 
my career with several local 
CPA firms, 
providing tax, 
audit, review, 
and accounting 
services. I later 
served as CEO 
of WSA, on the 
finance team 
at Sheridan 
Memorial 
Hospital, and 
in the Campbell 
County 
Treasurer’s 
Office.

Service has always been 
important to me. I have 
volunteered as a youth coach and 
referee and served on the boards 
of JCSA, JC CattleWomen, Town 
& Country Garden Club, Buffalo 
Community Garden, and WSA. 
My husband, Victor, has operated 
Powder River Fencing for nearly 
30 years. Together, we operate a 
modest herd of cattle and sheep 
and have donated countless hours 
of our time, equipment, labor, 
beef, and lamb to support local 
organizations and community 
events. In our free time, we enjoy 
fishing, camping, hunting, and 
gardening.

Why are you running for 
election?

Public service is both a 
responsibility and a profession. 
I have spent years preparing 
for this opportunity through 
education, professional 
experience, and a commitment to 
local government.

I am running because  - I want 
this job  - I have the education, 
experience, and leadership to 
serve Johnson County with 
professionalism, integrity, 
and accountability. I see this 
election as a job interview 
and respectfully ask voters 
to compare both candidates’ 
qualifications, experience, and 
leadership.  My Education, 
Experience, and Leadership make 
me the best-qualified candidate to 
serve as the next Johnson County 
Treasurer.

What do you think are the 
most important skills to be an 
effective treasurer?

An effective Treasurer must 
possess financial expertise, 
experienced leadership, 
and unwavering integrity. 
Financial expertise protects 
taxpayer dollars through 
sound accounting, responsible 
investments, audits, financial 
reporting, and strong internal 
controls. Experienced leadership 
builds an efficient, responsive 
office, supports employees, and 
works collaboratively with other 
county departments. Above 
all, integrity earns the public’s 
trust through transparency, 
accountability, and responsible 
stewardship of public funds.

These qualities protect county 
resources, ensure compliance 
with Wyoming law, and provide 
dependable service to Johnson 
County residents.

What is biggest need 
of facing the Treasurer’s 
Department now, and what 
would you do to address that 
need?

One of the many challenges 
facing the Treasurer’s Office is 
the uncertainty surrounding 
property taxes. Frequent 
legislative changes have 
created confusion about tax 
relief programs, eligibility, and 
their impact on taxpayers and 
county government. While the 
Treasurer’s Office does not set 
tax policy, it plays an important 
role in implementing those laws 
accurately and helping residents 
understand them.

I believe we can improve 
public education through clear 
communication and better use of 
existing tools to provide timely, 
accurate information about tax 
relief programs and Treasurer’s 
Office services.

At the same time, reduced 
revenues require county leaders 
to balance responsible budgets 
with maintaining quality 
services, retaining qualified 
employees, and keeping pace 
with technology that improves 
efficiency, security, and customer 
service. My background in 
government finance, accounting, 
budgeting, public investments, 
and leadership has prepared me 
to help meet these challenges.

Why are you the best 
candidate for the job?

I am the best candidate 
for three reasons: Education, 
Experience, and Leadership.

EDUCATION – The Treasurer 
manages millions of dollars in 
public funds and investments. I 
bring a Business and Accounting 
degree and continue my 
professional development in 
government finance, GASB 
standards, public investments, 

internal controls, and fraud 
prevention.

EXPERIENCE – I have 
worked in both small and large 
government organizations and 
as CEO of the Wyoming Soccer 
Association, gaining experience 
in finance, budgeting, operations, 
leadership, and strategic 
planning.

LEADERSHIP – Leadership 
is built through experience, 
continuous learning, and 
service. I have led teams, 
managed projects, solved 
complex challenges, and built 
collaborative relationships.

My education, experience, and 
leadership have prepared me to 
serve as a responsible steward of 
taxpayer dollars and as Johnson 
County’s next Treasurer.

County Clerk
Republican
Becky Rodriguez – unopposed 

Biography and statement 
of why you are running for 
office: 

Becky Rodriguez is a 
dedicated public servant 
and experienced financial 
professional 
running for 
County Clerk 
to continue 
strengthening 
the integrity, 
efficiency, and 
modernization 
of the Clerk’s 
Office.

After 
graduating 
Buffalo High 
School, Becky went on to earn 
a bachelor’s degree in Business 
Administration and Accounting. 
She built a solid foundation in 
financial management as the 
Finance Director at Johnson 
County Healthcare Center. 
Since 2023, Becky has gained 
hands-on experience in the 
daily operations of the Clerk’s 
Office as an Assistant Deputy 
Clerk. Her expertise ranges 
from managing accounts 
payable countywide, being 
part of a team administering 
a secure election, maintaining 
accurate public records, and 
ensuring positive interactions 
with the public through title 
certificates and licensing. Her 
invaluable understanding of the 
duties within the Clerk’s Office 
ensures she is ready to lead on 
day one.

Becky and her family are 
deeply rooted in the agricultural 
community of Johnson County. 
Her husband Kevin manages a 
ranch outside of Buffalo. Their 
children, Konnor and Peyton, 
have been actively involved 
in sports, 4-H and FFA. As a 
family, they value hard work, 
solidarity, and paying it forward 
in the community they are 
proud to call home.

Becky’s priorities as Johnson 
County Clerk will focus on: 
Upholding the highest standard 
of transparency, accountability, 
and efficiency in the daily 
operations of the Clerk’s Office.

Collaborating with county 
clerks across Wyoming to 
develop and implement 
consistent best practices, 
improve uniformity across 
county departments, and build 
stronger working relationships 
with special districts and other 
partners.

A strong commitment to 
staff advancement through 
professional development, 
promoting a work/life 
balance and a positive work 
environment.

Sheriff
Republican
Adrian Keeler – unopposed

Biography: 
Wyoming has always been 

my home. For the past 24 years, 
my wife Kathy and I have lived 
in Johnson County, where we 
raised our three sons on her 
family’s third‑generation cattle 
ranch between Buffalo and 
Kaycee. We 
chose Johnson 
County because 
of its core 
values, and 
strong sense of 
community.

I am a 
Certified 
Professional 
Peace Officer 
with more 
than 20 years 
of service in Johnson County 
and currently serve as the lead 
investigator for the Sheriff’s 
Office. My career has included 
roles as Patrolman, School 
Resource Officer, DARE 

instructor, Field Training 
Officer, Sergeant, and certified 
use‑of‑force and firearms 
instructor. I also serve on 
multiple protection and justice 
teams, working closely with 
local and regional agencies to 
support public safety.

My commitment to Johnson 
County extends beyond 
law enforcement through 
long‑standing involvement 
in youth programs, and 
community organizations. 
Faith, family, service, and 
a deep respect for Wyoming 
heritage have shaped who I am.

Why are you running for 
election?

After learning of Sheriff 
Odenbach’s retirement, I 
decided I would be interested 
in running for sheriff to build 
on the solid foundation of the 
Johnson County Sheriff’s Office 
and help develop the next 
generation of law enforcement 
officers, so the legacy of the 
department continues.

What do you think is the 
most important attribute of an 
effective sheriff?

The Sheriff must be 
multifaceted and possess 
several attributes, to include 
strong leadership, experience 
in law enforcement, community 
engagement, and strong work 
ethics. However, having 
integrity stands out as the most 
important attribute required for 
the role. Integrity is something 
that cannot be trained but is a 
required character trait of any 
public official.

Assess the recent 
performance of the Sheriff’s 
Department and, if elected, 
would you keep it on the same 
direction or change course?

The Johnson County 
Sheriff’s Office has achieved 
significant progress in 
both detention and patrol 
operations. The detention 
center has expanded treatment 
and educational programs, 
giving inmates opportunities 
to improve themselves while 
incarcerated, all without 
adding new county expenses. 
Outpatient treatment services 
have also enabled a contract 
with the Department of 
Corrections.

On the patrol side, the 
department has collaborated 
with neighboring agencies to 
better protect residents and 
hold offenders accountable. 
We have seen increases in 
financial exploitation of 
vulnerable adults, felony 
thefts, and crimes against 
children, along with ongoing 
narcotics‑related cases. These 
reports are taken seriously, 
and investigations have 
resulted in multiple arrests.

While no department is 
perfect, these outcomes show 
that improvements should come 
through targeted adjustments 
rather than sweeping change. 
Building on current success will 
allow me to further enhance the 
sheriff’s office.

What is the biggest need of 
the Sheriff’s Department now 
and what would you do to 
address that need?

If elected, the Johnson County 
Sheriff’s Department is going 
to need to hire a new Lead 
Investigator. This is a keystone 
position within our department 
staff, and it will be among my 
highest priorities to fill that 
position with a personality that 
aligns with our community and 
departmental values and culture. 
As stated previously, I intend 
to be a working sheriff and will 
continue to work alongside our 
Deputies. My goal is to instill 
my passion and knowledge 
to aggressively pursue crime 
and ensure the safety of our 
community. I intend to take an 
active role in hiring, training, 
mentoring, and equipping the 
new Investigator for success.

What is the most pressing 
law enforcement issue facing 
Johnson County?

Access to robust mental health 
services is a pressing issue our 
law enforcement community 
faces. This issue is not limited to 
Johnson County but is Statewide. 
Deputies field a lot of calls where 
the people they interact with are 
in crisis, including within our 
detention facility. Long-term 
solutions and the resources 
available to them are limited. 
Our Sheriff’s office has a contract 
with local mental health provider 
that provides excellent services 
to our community members in 
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immediate crisis. As Sheriff, I 
will pursue funding, partnerships 
and resolutions at the State level 
which will hopefully equip law 
enforcement with the resources 
they need to help resolve long-
term crises in a more lasting way.

County Attorney
Republican
Tucker Ruby 

Incumbent, unopposed

County Assessor
Republican
Steve Esponda 

Incumbent, unopposed

Clerk of 
District Court
Republican
Paige Rhoads 

Incumbent, unopposed

County Coroner
Republican
Shawn Sullivan 

Incumbent, unopposed

Mayor, city 
of Buffalo
Bob Hancock

Biography: 
Born to Robert L. Hancock 

(Skip) and Virginia Hancock 
(Ginny) in 1963. 

Three Older sisters and a 
Twin brother (2009) who was a 
casualty of the Iraq war.

Graduated Buffalo High 
School in 1982

Graduated with a BSEET 
degree in 1985

Joined GE in 1985 and retired 
after 30 years.

Moved back to Buffalo in 2016 
and married Kathy Green in 
Feb of 2018.

Why are you running for 
election?

I’m running for Mayor to give 

back to the community.  The 
culture I was raised with here 
in Buffalo helped attribute to 
my success of 30 Years with GE 
Healthcare.  I’ve held multiple 
positions from Field Service 
Engineer, Service Manager, 
Technical Global Operations 
and Project Management. 
These roles helped develop 
soft skills and a management 
style that I use today. I’m 
here to help the community 
and will be an individual that 
demonstrates team integration, 
looks at red tape as defined 
processes, importance of fiscal 
responsibility while being fair 
and equitable. 

What has the city of Buffalo 
done well in the past two 
years? What has been done in 
the past two years that you 
would have done differently?

Buffalo has always 
demonstrated its ability to 
resolve issues in this community, 
while maintaining the small-
town nostalgia that I grew up 
in.  It’s this type of culture 
that I will do my best to foster 
by working closely with 
volunteers, understanding 
internal processes, community 
issues resolution, data driven 
solutions and listening to the 
community though social media, 
board meetings, newspapers and 
one on one discussions. I bring 
a leadership style of problem 
solving, lessons learned vs blame, 
data driven solutions when 
possible, and being approachable 
to discuss issues. 

How will you build 
consensus and support in the 
community around the work 
of the city?

Communication, listening 
paths, open discussion, 
municipality management, 
community safety, budgets and 
fiscal responsibility. Each of 
these area’s require different 
skills and focus as the Mayor 
of Buffalo. I’m able to be a Jack 
of all trades but can become 
an expert as needed. To help 
drive consensus requires the 
following: clear objectives, 
community input, and project 
scope to name a few.

What are your priorities for 
the city?

Determining priorities for the 
city is not easy since I have not 
been working the details. With 
that said, why is the industrial 
park east of town vacant of any 
new businesses. Community 
safety, municipalities and 
how they are integrated in the 
community along with fiscal 
responsibility will be one of 
many priorities I will focus on if 
elected Mayor. 

Shane Schrader
Biography:
I was born in Gregory SD, 

and Raised on a ranch in North 
Central Nebraska. Adult Life 
was Executive Management 
of Resorts and 
Hotels Across 
the south west 
Retiring after 
15 year of 
Management. 
Worked as 
a regional 
Supervisor for 
CHS / Cenex 
in Retail. Have 
been Mayor 
of Buffalo for 
the last two terms, as well as 
a Nationally Registered EMT 
and Licensed in the State of 
Wyoming  with Buffalo EMS 
for 7 yrs and have served as 
Deputy Coroner for 4 yrs. I was 
nominated by the Wyoming 
Association Of Municipalites 
to Serve on the State Public 
Safety Communications 
Commisson and was Appointed 
by the Governor to Serve as 
a Commissoner.  I have Two 
Sons and two Grandchildren.

Why are you running for 
election?

Experience in the Todays 
World of Govt. I want to finish 
Projects that are being started 
and those that are going. 
and work to ensure that they 
are completed. I have called 
Buffalo Home for many years 
and have watched my children 
grow here. I have a son in 
Johnson County Schools, I 

have working knowledge of 
local Govt. as well as state 
and federal funding and 
regulations.

What has the city of Buffalo 
done well in the past two 
years? What has been done in 
the past two years that you 
would have done differently?

Buffalo has worked well to 
pay down debt, while working 
on current infrastructure, 
and build reserves. Building 
these general fund reserves 
and Capitol Improvement 
reserves. taken an approach 
to improve update ordinances 
move infrastructure projects 
completed 

How will you build 
consensus and support in the 
community around the work 
of the city?

I personally can work 
to find new avenues to 
get information out to the 
residents.

What are your priorities 
for the city?

My Priotites are better open 
communication as well as 
continuing on infrasturcture,  
and working to create 
manageble economic growth.

Dylan Sparks
Biography:
Wyomite at heart as I grew 

up in Pavilion, Wyoming until 
my parents’ divorce resulting 
in having to move out of state. 
After 20 years 
away including 
10 years in 
the USMCR 
where I learned 
leadership 
skills, 
accountability, 
fiscal 
responsibility 
and effective 
collaboration 
skills, I finally 
was able to 
return home to Wyoming. I am 
married to my wife of 10 years 
with two school aged children. 
I enjoy the mountains, music 
and talking to people. For 
those that know me, know I’m 
not college educated, I don’t 

have a lot of money, and I’m 
not well connected. I’m just a 
regular person trying to do the 
right thing for the people.

Why are you running for 
election?

I want to put the service 
back in public service and to 
make Buffalo a place where our 
children have the opportunity to 
stay and grow.

What has the city of Buffalo 
done well in the past two years? 
What has been done in the past 
two years that you would have 
done differently?

I think it is important to 
distinguish between the city itself 
and the people who run it. The 
city’s leadership has done the 
job well of recognizing it’s faults, 
and being willing to rectify those 
faults. I believe that we can make 
Buffalo more business friendly 
and grow in a way that preserves 
our heritage without losing what 
Buffalo is at it’s core.

How will you build 
consensus and support in the 
community around the work 
of the city?

Engaging with the people 
of Buffalo and taking actual 
consideration to the points that 
are brought to me.

What are your priorities for 
the city?

Responsible internal growth 
and aspirations to improve 
affordability to sustain the 
way of life in Buffalo. Also I 
want to continue improving 
infrastructure projects that our 
current leadership has already 
started.

Buffalo City 
Council
Myra Camino

Incumbent, unopposed
Craig Rucki 

Unopposed

 Editor’s note: Candidates’ 
responses are published as 
provided by the candidate. Any 
misspellings or grammatical 
errors are their own. 
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