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People may see kittens as loving 
companions, but one Harrisonburg 
shelter also sees them as a consis-
tent problem.

Cat’s Cradle, a cat rescue and shel-
ter downtown, can comfortably !t up 
to  cats. It currently has about . 
People are giving more kittens to 
Cat’s Cradle because of the heavy cat 
breeding season between April and 
October, according to Matt Chan, 
adoption coordinator at Cat’s Cradle. 

To help more cats get adopted, 
Cat’s Cradle is having an adoption 
special this month. It includes spay-
ing and neutering, all shots and 
deworming.

Usually, the adoption fee is $, 
but temporarily, cats cost $ and 
kittens are $. 

Chan explained that Cat’s Cradle 
isn’t trying to make a pro!t through 
the adoption fees. He estimates a 
loss of $ on every cat they take 
care of. 

“It’s more to help a cat get a home 
so we can take more cats out of shel-
ters and increase the speed of that 
cycle,” Chan said. 

Cat’s Cradle is supported solely by 
private donations and has a wish list 
for donations that includes scratch-
ing posts, cat and kitten food and 
small blankets. (ere is a jar on the 
front desk to place donations and 
they can also be made online. 

(e shelter also works to prevent 
euthanization of cats. Pat Rosi start-
ed Cat’s Cradle in  to provide a 
no-kill alternative for stray cats. Cat’s 
Cradle primarily works with cats 
because there aren’t many locations 

that speci!cally shelter them. 
But Chan said larger cities are 

more e+cient in dealing with this 
problem because there are more 
shelters and resources to encour-
age adoption. To help ease the issue 
in Harrisonburg, Cat’s Cradle takes 
part in a process called Trap, Neu-
ter, Release to reduce unwanted 
litters and unnecessary euthanasia 
at shelters.

TNR is when Cat’s Cradle trap-
pers catch cats in order to have them 
spayed or neutered before releasing 
them again.

“One of our chief goals is to con-
stantly educate on the importance 
of spay and neuter so that we can 
eliminate unwanted litters and 
unnecessary euthanasia,” Chan said. 
“In general, Virginia has a very high 
number of stray animals compared 
to places such as New York, where 
they have a really good grasp on spay 
and neuter.” 

According to the American Soci-
ety for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals, there are about  million 
to  million animals entering animal 
shelters nationwide every year, and 
approximately  million to  million 

are euthanized.  
In the past few years, Cat’s Cradle 

has coordinated  adoptions, Chan 
said.  

Laura Gravatt volunteers at Cat’s 
Cradle and is a student in a veteri-
nary technician program at Blue Ridge 
Community College. She said adopt-
ing doesn’t just bene!t one speci!c 
cat.   

“When you adopt, you’re really sav-
ing two lives: the cat you’re adopting 
and another cat from the pound,” Gra-
vatt said. 

Gravatt said her favorite part about 
working at Cat’s Cradle is seeing cats 
!nd a good home, and helping them 
adapt to a better environment. 

“Fostering for a special needs cat 
was great, especially watching him 
learn,” Gravatt said. “When he got 
his eyes removed he was lethargic 
and really scared of everything, but 
he became more comfortable over 
time.”

If someone doesn’t want to com-
mit to adopting a cat, Cat’s Cradle 
also allows people to foster cats, 

which about  people are doing 
now, Chen said.

Cara Prodanovich, a public rela-
tions graduate student at JMU, has 
fostered for Cat’s Cradle for about a 
year and a half. She said she’s fostered 
so many cats, she’s lost count. 

She thinks fostering is an easy way 
for JMU students to decrease the num-
ber of stray cats on the street. 

“The little kittens have grown on 
me,” Prodanovich said. “I just want-
ed the fun of a pet without the entire 
responsibility. Cats are a lot easier 
[than dogs], especially being a stu-
dent. You’re always in and out, and 
you don’t know when your hours are 
going to be.” 

People who foster can keep the cats 
until they’re adopted but have to go 
through an application process before 
doing so. JMU students can help out 
by volunteering at Cat’s Cradle, fos-
tering, making donations or buying 
speci!c products on the cat wish list. 

CONTACT Kelsey Beckett at 
becketka@dukes.jmu.edu.
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Rescue center and shelter works toward increasing adoption, foster homes for cats during busy kitten season

Sheltering straysIN BRIEF
JMU

Physics, astronomy 
department to host 
science author

(e John C. Wells Planetarium 
and the Physics and Astronomy 
departments will host Phil 
Plait, an astronomer, author 
and professor tonight at  in 
the Wilson Hall auditorium.

Plait will present his “: We’re All 
(Not) Going to Die!” program about 
the Mayan apocalypse and whether 
the world will end in December . 

Plait’s television show, “Phil Plait’s 
Bad Universe” premiered on the Dis-
covery Channel in . (e event is 
free. 

RICHMOND

Romney, Obama to speak 
in tough Virginia cities

Both Mitt Romney and Barack 
Obama will be campaigning in Vir-
ginia this week. 

Romney will attend an event in 
Fairfax County and President Barack 
Obama will campaign in Virginia 
Beach.

Fairfax County, with . million 
residents, and Virginia Beach, with 
,, are the state’s most popu-
lous areas, according to the Richmond 
Times-Dispatch.

Both candidates will appear where 
their parties lost in . Obama car-
ried Fairfax by , votes, while 
Republican John McCain won Virginia 
Beach by ,.

(is is Romney’s !rst campaign stop 
in Virginia in weeks. Recent Virginia 
polls show Obama slightly in the lead 
by about four points.

CHARLOTTESVILLE 

Huguely attorneys seek 
appeals in murder trial

George Huguely’s attorneys in the 
University of Virginia murder case are 
asking for an appeals court to over-
tern the jury’s decisions, according to 
NBC.

Huguely was a lacrosse player at 
UVa. His attorneys filed to appeal 
Tuesday in Charlottesville Circuit 
Court. Huguely was convicted earli-
er this year in the May  killing of 
Yeardley Love. He was sentenced to  
years in prison in August.

Love, , was also a lacrosse player 
for UVa. She was from Baltimore.

Huguely has been transferred 
to state custody at the Powhatan 
Correctional Center, according to 
Larry Traylor, Virginia Department of 
Corrections spokesman.
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“When you adopt, you’re 
really saving two lives: 
the cat you’re adopting 
and another cat from the 
pound.“
Laura Gravatt
volunteer at Cat’s Cradle        

Mowhawk (top) and Precious are two of around 20 cats that are currently living at 
Cat’s Cradle. The organization is having an adoption special this month. 


