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Major letdown

An “I-have-a-lot-of-catching-
up-to-do” pat to the brilliant 
man who so kindly introduced 
me to Darts & Pats last week.

From an enlightened noob who 
loves a good laugh.

A “thanks-but-no-thanks” 
dart to whoever stole my bag and 
running gear but left my JACard.   

From a Duke who’s faster than 
you even without the gear.

A “this-is-the-best-accident-
since-my-conception” pat to 
Burger Studio.

From a senior who loved the 
free bacon mistakenly put on his 
burger.

A “you’re-not-the-only-ones-
without-a-raise” dart to the 
faculty members complaining 
about no raises in the past few 
years.

From a sta!  member who 
works just as hard year-round, 
and also hasn’t seen a raise for the 
same amount of time as you.

A “thanks-for-the-love” pat 
to the woman working at the 
Festival Deli who drew a smiley 
face on my sandwich wrapper last 
Tuesday. 

From a girl who was go-go-go 
all day and was glad to have a 
reason to stop and smile.

A “GIT-R-DONE” pat to 
everyone on campus who is 
wearing camou- age.

From Larry the Cable Guy.

An “I-request-the-highest-
of-fi ves” pat to the Barney 
Stinson enthusiast in last issue’s 
Darts & Pats.

From Robin Sparkles, 
Schmosby, Marshmallow and 
Lilypad.

A “smells-like-good-ol’-
JMU-spirit” pat to that 
all-too-familiar aroma of dog 
food that . lls the air before and 
after it rains. 

From a soon-to-be graduating 
senior who, daresay, may 
actually miss that eau d’Iams 
someday soon.

A “this-tastes-like-a-
Cadbury-egg-spiked-with-
coffee” pat to the Carrier 
Starbucks barista who . nished 
the caramel syrup in my 
macchiato.

From a caramel-lover who 
thanks you for this magical candy 
beverage pick-me-up.

An “I’m-not-the-world’s-
biggest-trashcan” dart to all 
of the students who like to leave 
their trash all over me.

From Carrier Library.

Darts & Pats are anonymously submitted and printed on a space-available basis.
Submissions creatively depict a given situation, person or event and do not necessarily refl ect the truth.

Submit Darts & Pats at breezejmu.org

DARTS PATS

While we weren’t paying atten-
tion, the Virginia House of Delegates 

passed (by a 
- vote) 
a radical bill 
t h a t  w o u l d 
allow embryos 
at the point of 
conception to 
have the same 
rights as peo-
ple. Virginia 

isn’t the first state to propose this 
legislation. 2 e only di3 erence is that 
the other states shot it down because 
it was so extreme. It was thrown out 
not once, but twice in Colorado and 
even denied in Mississippi. 

2 is isn’t simply an anti-abortion 
law. 2 is is a law that would make 
some forms of birth control like the 
pill and Plan B illegal. 2 is bill will 
give fetuses more of a right to life 
than the mothers. It would mean that 
every right under the Bill of Rights 
applies to fetuses as soon as “an egg 
and sperm unite,” which is what the 
bill speci. cally says. 

For example, let’s say a woman is 
raped or her life is in jeopardy. 2 ese 
are obviously two awful scenarios. 
She wouldn’t be able to consider an 
abortion under this bill because the 

fetus has just as many rights as she 
does. 

In Mississippi, the bill didn’t pass 
because of public “save the pill” cam-
paign, according to 2 e Washington 
Post. Unfortunately though, in Vir-
ginia, the public can’t vote on the 
issue because the Republicans in the 
House decided only legislators would 
vote on the bill.

Virginia would be the . rst state in 
the country to pass this bill. E3 ective-
ly, we’d be stepping back hundreds of 
years in the past. It would be equiva-
lent to saying that a pregnancy isn’t 
between a woman, her partner and 
her physician, but between the fetus 
and the government. 

If this bill passes, which it is dan-
gerously close to, the government 
would have control over women’s 

bodies and what they choose to do 
with them.

Some of the rhetoric supporting 
this bill is ridiculous. Abortions are 
“matters of lifestyle convenience” 
and this bill would only “adjust” 
lifestyles,  said Todd Gilbert, 
R-Shenandoah, about the bill. 

2 is bill lays the groundwork to 
outlaw abortion as well, but it isn’t 
stopping there. Vivian Watts, a Dem-
ocrat from Fairfax County called out 
the Republicans by asking them to 
make an amendment saying this bill 
wouldn’t a3 ect birth control. Unfor-
tunately, though, that amendment 
was shot down by a - vote.  

If this bill passes, men and women 
will have to leave the state to receive 
contraception. This isn’t about 
whether you’re anti-abortion rights 
or not. This is about less govern-
ment regulation in our reproductive 
privacy. 

Republicans advocate less gov-
ernment, yet inject their personal 
beliefs into a woman’s womb. 2 is 
has gone too far and needs to be 
stopped.

Chris Justis is a junior justice 
studies major. Contact Chris at                           
justisjc@dukes.jmu.edu.

CHRIS JUSTIS |  justice is served

Reproductive rights need protection
Dangerous new legislation could bring back century-old contraception laws

In the name of class warfare 
politics, President Barack Obama 
released a budget with $. trillion 
in tax hikes over the next decade tar-
geting successful earners, including 
small businesses, corporations and 
entrepreneurs. 2 ese taxes may only 
apply to individuals and businesses 
earning more than $, a year, 
but will adversely a3 ect every Ameri-
can, including college students.

During a time with more than  
million Americans out of work, the 
last thing you want to do is impose 
higher tax rates on job creators. 
Around  percent of tax filers in 
the highest tax bracket report busi-
ness income, according to the Tax 
Foundation. 

Higher taxes on businesses will 
most certainly destroy jobs. Business-
es will have less after-tax income to 
expand production and employment. 
2 e incentives to make new invest-
ments in potential breakthroughs are 
minimized since you’re asking inves-
tors to take risks for a diminished rate 
of return from higher taxes.

Take a look at the capital gains tax 
— a tax on investments, not income 
— which Obama wants to raise from 
 to  percent. Capital gains taxes 
are paid whenever you sell an asset, 
such as a bond or a stock, for a prof-
it. Since investments are now being 
taxed at a higher rate, consumption 
becomes more attractive. 

Currently, the U.S. economy des-
perately lacks capital investments 
and overconsumes, so this only 
worsens that imbalance. A higher 
capital gains tax also chases capital 
overseas to countries like Switzer-
land that have no capital gains tax at 

all destroying American jobs in the 
process. 

Lastly, everybody who owns 
stocks, which is roughly half of all 
Americans, will have a devalued port-
folio from a higher capital gains tax. 

2 e higher tax lowers the reward 
for owning a stock, which then reduc-
es the demand for stocks, causing the 
entire stock market to be worth less. 
Since savings and investments are the 
key to long-term economic growth, 
the capital gains tax should be abol-
ished, not raised.

Even though most economists 
believe higher taxes slow down 
economic prosperity, the Obama 
administration is sold on the belief 
that the rich in this country (for 
example Warren Buffett and Mitt 
Romney) need to pay an elevated 
tax rate. 

Obama wrongfully claims that very 
wealthy individuals earning their 
income through capital gains and 
dividends get o3  with a lower tax rate 
than a low income person. 2 is com-
mon fallacy completely ignores the 
double taxation of corporate income. 

Capital gains and dividends are 

taxed at a rate of  percent because 
that same income has already been 
taxed at a rate of  percent at the 
corporate level. In other words, 
when a corporation earns a prof-
it, it has to pay corporate taxes on 
its earnings and then, when the 
retained earnings are distributed to 
shareholders through dividends, the 
income is taxed again at a rate of  
percent. 

In actuality, as The Wall Street 
Journal recently pointed out on Jan. 
, Romney and Bu3 ett have a tax rate 
closer to  percent.

As far as the rich not paying their 
fair share, the top  percent pays 
nearly  percent of all the income 
taxes while the bottom  percent 
pays nothing, according to the Inter-
nal Revenue Service. 

A study by the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Devel-
opment in  also showed that 
the richest  percent of households 
in the U.S. have the highest ratio of 
income taxes paid to the share of 
income earned, giving the U.S. the 
most progressive income tax system 
in the industrialized world.

Higher taxes on productive behav-
ior is detrimental for society as a 
whole and living standards and eco-
nomic growth become compromised 
when innovation and hard work get 
penalized by draconian tax rates. 

The rich already pay more than 
their fair share, and asking them to 
pay additional taxes will only derail 
the economy.

Daniel Wilson is a senior 
economics major. Contact Daniel 
at wilsoncd@dukes.jmu.edu.

DANIEL WILSON |  guest columnist

Too much taxing
Obama’s budget will hinder job production, encourage overseas investment

During a time with 
more than 13 million 
Americans out of 
work, the last thing 
you want to do is 
impose higher tax 
rates on job creators.

Always wanted to explore happy 
hours in Harrisonburg? Figuring out 
what bars o3 er the best deals would 
be a lot easier if a Virginia bill allow-
ing restaurants to advertise drink 
specials gets approved.

Since , Virginia law has pre-
vented restaurants with liquor 
licenses from advertising discounted 
beverages, like happy hour specials. 
2 is includes storefront, online and 
- iers.

2 e laws “were designed to pro-
mote temperance by limiting the 
ability to sell reduced-price drinks,” 

according to the Happyhourwatch 
Blog, a blog that helps people search 
their area for local drinking specials. 
As you can imagine, this means 
attracting business is a little more 
difficult for bar owners in Virgin-
ia, especially in Northern Virginia 
because they compete with others 
in places like Washington, D.C. and 
Maryland. 

The House of Delegates voted to 
ease restrictions on Feb.  on adver-
tising drink specials by allowing 
Internet advertising for happy hour 
specials, according to Alexandria 

Times. The bill went to the Senate 
on Feb.  and was referred to the 
Rehabilitation and Social Services 
Committee. If approved, they’ll be 
cutting bar owners some slack. 

While this might alarm some 
people, I don’t see anything wrong 
with it. Some are concerned about 
the e3 ect if would have on drinking 
culture. Some argue that seeing the 
deals publicly could encourage peo-
ple to plan where they go to get drunk 
as quickly and cheaply as possible. 

see BARS, page A8

ALINA GASPERINO | guest columnist

Alcohol advertising positive move
Bill allowing publicity of happy hour specials benefi ts owners, customers

It would be equivalent to 
saying that a pregnancy 
isn’t between a woman, 
her partner and her 
physician, but between the 
fetus and the government.


