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Chief Zwiefelhofer Tells Council
Burglary Suspects Are In Custody
By Ashlie Fanetti | Bloomer Advance
The Common Council of the
City of Bloomer met for its first
meeting of the month on Wednesday, July 14. The council tackled
ten business items before moving
into closed session.
To begin the meeting the council heard from Bill Secraw during public comments. Secraw
presented his plans for building a
canopy on the patio of his duplex
and expressed concerns about the
building codes and water issues
around the property.
The council looked at Secraw’s
plans and told him to keep in contact and work with Administrator
Sandi Frion on a solution.
During general reports Police
Chief Jared Zwiefelhofer updated
the council on the investigation
regarding break-ins across the city
in the last couple of weeks.
Zwiefelhofer said there are now
two suspects in custody who are
now accusing each other of the
crimes. One suspect resided at
the Bloomer Inn and Suites while
the other lived in the trailer court.
They were able to catch the
suspects thanks to a tip from the
Sheriff ’s Department about the
purchase of some guns which the
suspects were trying to pawn in
Minnesota.
“Considering all that happened,
a week’s time to get that resolved
is pretty good. Good job,” Mayor
Jim Koehler said.
Administrator Frion updated
the council on a few matters during her report. Frion said phase
one of the environmental study at
the Bloomer CO-OP is complete
and moving on quickly. Frion also
said that the city has received its
first payment of the ARPA funds.
Frion also talked to the council
about a luncheon she and the
mayor had with HR representa-

tives from area businesses. The
purpose of the meeting was to
hear what businesses want to see
from the city.
The main thing they would like
to see is more housing and development within the city to attract
and retain employees. The mayor
talked about it during his comments. Koehler said that the city
is blessed with growing industry
and people are wanting to live in
Bloomer, which is a great thing.
“To developers out there, please
look into developing Bloomer,”
Koehler said.
Moving onto business items, the
council first approved resolution
numbers 07-21 and 08-21. The
resolutions are formalities to move
forward with USDA funding for
the 2022-23 street reconstruction
projects.
Next, the council approved a
license agreement with H & S
Development regarding a small
portion of city owned land near
the Dairy Queen. The agreement
allows for Dairy Queen to utilize
the land as long as they continue
to maintain it.
The council moved on to approve Class “B” with live music
licenses for the Bloomer Community Club valid for the Bloomer
Community Fair and Beer and
Wine Fest. They also approved
one for the Bloomer Community
Visitors Center for their annual
picnic in September.
The council also approved
street use permits for the Bloomer
Police Department for their K9
fundraiser on July 31 and National
Night Out on Aug. 3.
The council moved into closed
session for the eleventh business
item to discuss the hiring of a new
Street Department Manager.
The next council meeting is
scheduled for July 28.

Fire Department Monthly Report: June 2021
Calls:
Date / City-Township
06/04 - Shared
06/08- Woodmohr
06/12- City of Bloomer
06/13- Shared
06/24- City of Bloomer
06/25- City of Bloomer
06/28- Woodmohr
06/30- City of Bloomer

Type
Mutual Aid
Tree on Power Line
Alarm
Mutual Aid
Tree on Power Line
Alarm
Car Fire/Accident
Gas Smell

Location
12038 Cty F
16221 82nd St
401 8th Ave
30123 138th St
1520 9th Ave
1840 Priddy St
110th St @ 157th Ave
1401 Fairway St

SBA Officials Outline Nuts, Bolts
Of Paycheck Protection Loans
By Bob Zientara | Barron News-Shield
Two rounds of Paycheck Protection loans helped businesses
stay afloat in Barron County and
throughout the rest of the United
States during the COVID-19 pandemic, according to local, state
and federal sources.
However, the second round of
PPP loans focused on businesses
that weren’t nearly the size of
first-round borrowers and who—
at least in the opinion of some
legislators—had fallen through
the cracks.
From the start of this year and
through the sign-up deadline of
May 31, 2021, a host of individual
entrepreneurs, farmers and selfemployed workers were able to get
PPP loans, according to Andrea
N. Roebker, regional communications director for the U.S. Small
Business Administration.
Roebker is responsible for the
states of Wisconsin Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota and
Ohio.
Two SBA sources responded
to a request for details about the
latest round of loans, including
Roebker and Luke Kempen,

director of the Wisconsin Small
Business Development Center at
the University of Wisconsin-Eau
Claire.
Roebker said the changes in
PPP loan guidelines took effect
Feb. 24, 2021. Over the next two
weeks, “lenders could only submit
PPP applications for small businesses and nonprofits with fewer
than 20 employees,” she said.
In rural areas of the U.S., such
as Barron County, that change,
alone, accounted for a 12 percent
increase in the number of small
borrowers who went to local
lenders in search of PPP loans,
Roebker added.
The SBA was also ordered to revise the PPP funding formula “for
sole proprietors, independent contractors, and eligible self-employed
individuals,” she added.
That helped entrepreneurs who
file Schedule C federal income
tax forms. The Internal Revenue
Service says Schedule C is used by
people who are self-employed and
need to report income (or loss of
same) from the prior year.
“These
b o r r o w e r s See PPP LOANS page B4

Barry Hoff | Bloomer Advance

The City of Bloomer has been awarded a Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources’ brownfields grant to assess the type of clean-up needed to
put the former Bloomer Co-op Feeds property back into productive use.

City of Bloomer Awarded DNR Brownfields Grant
By Tammy LeBakken | Bloomer Advance
The Wisconsin Department
of Natural Resources (DNR) announced on Monday, July 5 that the
City of Bloomer will receive a grant
through the DNR’s Wisconsin Assessment Monies program.
The DNR awarded the Brownfields grant to the city of Bloomer
which provides contractor services
worth up to $35,000 for eligible areas. The DNR awarded the grant for
a 10-acre property on the north side
of the city on 190th Avenue.
The 10-acre property, located
at 8555 190th Ave. in Bloomer,
Wis., was the site of an agricultural
cooperative from 1974 to 2004. Environmental contamination was
discovered at the property during
the 2000s.
The City of Bloomer acquired
the former Bloomer Co-op Feeds
property through a county tax deed
according the City Administrator,
Sandi Frion.
The property did go through some

environmental testing in 2009 however it was not completed. Recent
interest in the property for development pushed city officials to apply
for the DNR Brownfields grant.
“Local officials will have the opportunity to market this property—
located in an established industrial
park—once they get more information regarding the contamination,”
said Jodie Peotter, DNR Brownfields, Outreach and Policy Section
Chief, Remediation and Redevelopment Program. “The city has already
seen interest in the property.”
The grant money will be used
to start the environmental testing
process over to find out the levels
and types of contamination as well
as how wide spread it is on the
property. They will also determine
the type of clean-up needed to put
the land back into productive use.
“Obtaining more information
about the extent of the contamination is an important step toward
repairing the site and finding a po-

tential buyer,” Peotter said. “With
the DNR’s assistance, Bloomer
officials have the opportunity to put
this land back into productive use.”
Once the contamination is properly identified and the clean up
process determined the City of
Bloomer plans to seek help from
other entities for the clean up process
and tearing down of the buildings on
the property.
Wisconsin Assessment Monies
Since 2009, the DNR’s Wisconsin
Assessment Monies program has
provided more than $2.7 million to
67 communities across Wisconsin,
partnering to help clean up and
redevelop often run-down or underused properties that detract from a
community’s potential.
The DNR’s Wisconsin Assessment Monies program awards provide communities with professional
environmental site assessments of
properties with known or perceived
contamination. The program is

funded through a U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
brownfields assessment grant.
Participation in the program
requires minimal effort by local governments. Because there is no local
financial match, the program is an
attractive opportunity for communities to learn about environmental
conditions. In many instances, the
program awards are leveraged with
other funding sources to kick-start
repurposing efforts on properties
underutilized for many years.
Applications for Wisconsin Assessment Monies program assistance
may be submitted at any time. The
DNR uses the program funding to
assess brownfields throughout the
state, concentrating on industrial
sites and closed or closing manufacturing plants. The awards are
also made available to brownfields
that may not have had a history of
manufacturing but are in rural areas, racially diverse communities or
economically disadvantaged areas.

Supply and Demand Driving
Factor In Local Housing Market
By Tammy LeBakken | Bloomer Advance

You may have noticed home
sales are still in the fast lane in
our area. For sale signs are placed
in a front yard one day with an
accepted offer sign added only a
few days later.
Small towns like Bloomer are
attactive areas right now with
hometown conveniences, large
industry and living expenses being less then in larger cities like
Eau Claire.
There are many trends that are
driving the housing market. Economically, interest rates are historically low. There has been a slight
increase in rates since the first of
the year, but they still remain quite
low. Many buyers are finding that a
payment on a home is equal to or
even less then renting.
Now you might be wondering
who is buying all these houses
or where are all the new families
coming from, that’s a great question.
One large group that has entered the housing market are the
Millennials. They have now paid
off a lot of their student loans and
are more financially stable to make
a significant purchase like a home.
Millennials are in their late 20’s

and early 30’s so they are getting
married or starting families and are
looking to upgrade to a larger home
or find a forever home.
Local realtor, Missy Seibel,
said that she is seeing the “Silent
Generation” and some of the
older “Baby Boomers” deciding
to downsize. In the Bloomer area
there has been an increase in the
number of condos or twin homes
being sought out, built and sold.
According to the Wisconsin
Realtors Association the median price of homes in Chippewa County in June 2021 was
$250,250.00 which is up from June
2020 median price of $202,500.
Ecomomic inflation is a small
reason for some of the price increase but it is more so the supply
and demand factor.
Typically in the Bloomer area
there is an accepted offer in less
than one week from listing. Many
times a bidding war occurs between several buyers for one
particular house which drives the
prices upward. In Bloomer the
average accepted offer is around 2
percent over asking price; however
some local realtors have seen prices go as high as 4-8 percent over
asking price. These percentages

are even larger in the Chippewa
Falls/Eau Claire area.
Sellers have also put buyers
under pressure to act fast and pay
a larger price. Recently sellers are
choosing a date only a few days
to a week after listing their home
to review all offers. This is forc-

ing buyers to bring their best offer
right away shorting up the time
line till there is an accepted offer.
As of now there is no end in
sight for the booming housing
market with interest rates so low
and the very high demand on the
low inventory in the Bloomer Area.
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There are many trends that are driving the housing market. Economically,
interest rates are historically low. Supply and demand are also factors.

