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2022 Craft And Food Fest Brought
Large Crowd To Main Street

Tammy LeBakken | Bloomer Advance Photos

Main Street Bloomer was blocked off to traffic on Saturday, June 18
due to the vendors and shoppers at the Craft and Food Fest from
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Food trucks lined Main Street on the north
end while craft vendors filled the rest of Main Street. There was also
live entertainment for all to enjoy. Save the date for the third annual
Fall Craft and Food Fest on October 8, 2022.

Barry Hoff | Bloomer Advance

Above, Finishing touches are being put on the exterior of the new assisted living wing of Dove Healthcare – Bloomer. The new addition houses 24
one bedroom apartments. Crews are also finishing up the inside of the building in preparation for an open house on Wednesday, June 29. More
photos at www.bloomeradvance.com. See advertisement on page A8 for more details about the open house.

Dove Healthcare To Hold Open
House For Assisted Living Apartments
BEWARE: Pavement Buckles
Rise With Summer Temperatures
Shared by Bloomer Police Chief Jared
Zwiefelhofer
The Wisconsin Department
of Transportation is reminding
motorists to be alert of pavement
buckles as hot temperatures continue over the next several days.
The recent heat wave increases the

possibility of pavement buckles.
Pavement buckling occurs when
slabs of pavement expand and
push against one another. If the
pressure becomes great enough,
the pavement can buckle and create unexpected bumps or See PAVEMENT page A8

By Barry Hoff | Bloomer Advance
Construction workers are busy
finishing up the new two-story assisted living wing at Dove Healthcare in Bloomer prior to an open
house to be held Wednesday, June
29, from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m., with
ribbon cutting with the Bloomer
Chamber of Commerce at 3 p.m.
The new addition to Dove
Healthcare’s existing nursing home
and rehabilitation center features
24 new assisted living apartments.
Administrator Joe Muench said
that ever since Dove Healthcare
opened its nursing home in 2017
people have been asking if they
were planning to add assisted
living apartments—the answer
is “Yes!” and they are almost

finished. Muench said they are
hoping to open in July.
The new apartments feature one
bedroom with kitchen and bath,
three meals a day in the dining
room, caregivers 24/7, physical
therapy services and more.
Muench said that assisted living residents will be able to take
advantage of many of the activities
offered to the nursing home residents, but will also have activities
of their own.
Dove’s motto is “Personal. Local. Loyal.” and as proof of that
commitment, Muench said that
he and his staff try to get residents
out in the community as much as
possible. A street legal golf cart,
a trishaw bicycle and a pontoon

boat make tours around town and
on the lake a favorite activity for
many residents.
The assisted living wing features
a dinning room, community room
and lounges. It also has laundry
facilities on both floors for those
who still can and want to do their
own laundry. While three meals
per day come standard with the
apartment, residents can choose to
prepare and eat their own meals in
their apartment’s kitchen.
Many more service and amenities are available for residents of
the assisted living apartments.
Visit https://www.dovehealthcare.
com/bloomer_assisted_living.
phtml for more information about
everything offered as part of the

new assisted living facility.
“Since opening our doors on
Duncan Road almost five years
ago, we have provided short-term
rehabilitation, respite and longterm care, and end-of-life care to
over 400 people. We are excited
to add assisted living to our continuum of care. This has proven
to be a successful model at Dove
Healthcare properties in Eau Claire
and Osseo, and we are confident
we will have this same experience
here in Bloomer,” said Muench on
www.dovehealthcare.com.
The open house on Wednesday,
June 29 will offer guided tours,
refreshments and door prizes. See
the ad on page A8 in this paper for
more information.

Matthew Bowe To Be Ordained
Catholic Priest On Saturday

Members of the Chippewa County Rural Heritage Club (CCRHC),
including Richard Suvada, Alan Boning, Jim Chovan, Rick Hedrington,
Francis Stoffel and Paul Krumenauer, recently completed planting
crops on a quarter acre at Dove Healthcare – Bloomer.

Chippewa County Rural Heritage Club
Plants Crops At Dove Healthcare
Members of the Chippewa
County Rural Heritage Club
(CCRHC) recently completed
planting crops on a quarter acre at
Dove Healthcare – Bloomer. The
partnership with CCRHC started
last year when the club graciously
agreed to till up part of the field
and plant a few crops selected by
the residents of Dove Healthcare
- Bloomer. They selected sunflowers, corn, and pumpkins.
Dan Cunningham, environmental services director at Dove

Healthcare – Bloomer, shared,
“We are so grateful to the club
for volunteering their time and
efforts. They also donated the
seeds, and planted all the crops by
hand. Our residents loved watching, and it brought back many
memories for those who farmed
for a living.”
Dove Healthcare – Bloomer
plans to enjoy the sweet corn in
August at their annual family picnic and sell the pumpkins to raise
funds for the resident council.

By Barry Hoff | Bloomer Advance
On Saturday, June 25, deacon
Matthew Bowe, is scheduled to be
ordained as a priest. The ordination is scheduled for 10 a.m. at St.
Joseph the Workman Cathedral
in LaCrosse, Wis. A reception in
honor of Bowe’s ordination will
be held at 5 p.m. Saturday evening
at St. Paul’s Catholic Church in
Bloomer in the school gym.
Bowe will be the main celebrant
at the 11 a.m. Sunday, June 26
mass. This will be his Mass of
Thanksgiving.
In anticipation of this momentous occasion, Bowe, who graduated from Bloomer High School in
2010, answered some questions, via
email, about his journey to becoming a priest.
After high school Bowe attended
UW–Eau Claire in Mathematics
and Physics Education and it was
during this time that he started to
think about becoming a priest.
“I was praying one Friday night
near the end of winter at a Cor
Jesu adoration event at St. Paul
Seminary in St. Paul, Minn.,” said
Bowe. “I could not shake the idea
of being a priest. In a moment, I
surrendered to that possibility, and
I was filled with immense peace. It
was a clear and obvious grace of the
Holy Spirit. This was the middle of
my time in college, so I took the next

few years to discern and to prepare
myself for the seminary.”
When asked about others who
may have influenced his path, Bowe
said, “There is not one person who
sticks out. However, many people—
my friends, family, and parishioners—have externally confirmed
my calling with affirmations like
‘I think that you would be a wonderful priest.’ Furthermore, I have
met many wonderful priests who
are fully committed to priestly life,
and they are very
happy. It takes a
village to raise a
priest.”
Bowe attended
a few different
Matthew
seminaries on his
Bowe
path to the priesthood. He attended
Mundelein Seminary, Chicago, Ill.,
2015-2016; Regency Program, La
Crosse, 2016-2017; Immaculate
Heart of Mary Seminary, Winona,
Minn., 2017-2018; and St. Francis
de Sales Seminary, Milwaukee,
Wis., 2018-2022.
Writing about unique or special
experiences during seminary, Bowe
said, “St. Francis de Sales Seminary
went on a pilgrimage to the Holy
Land—Jerusalem and Israel—early
in January 2020.

“Otherwise, the seminary offers
many ‘normal’ events, too. I went
to barren northwestern Missouri to
compete in a soccer and volleyball
tournament against teams from
different seminaries. There are also
annual basketball tournaments, one
of which is sponsored now by St.
Francis de Sales Seminary. There
are many cool, fun, and spiritual
adventures if one knows where to
look,” said Bowe.
When asked about the process
to become a priest and if he had
any advice for men thinking of
becoming a priest, Bowe said, “The
whole process can take from six to
up to ten years, depending on the
needs of the man. The first few
years involve learning the basics
of the faith, catechetics, prayer,
philosophy, and formation. The last
four years are involved at a major
theological seminary, where a man
learns theology, develops a deeper
prayer life, delves more deeply into
who he is as a son of God, and
partakes in pastoral formation in
parishes. During this time at a major
seminary, a man declares candidacy
to the priesthood, is instituted as a
lector and acolyte, and ordained a
deacon before he is finally ordained
as a priest.”
“If you have seriously considered priesthood, then you need to
contact someone (local priest or

vocations director) who can help
you begin the application process
for the seminary. Entering seminary
formation does not mean that you
must become a priest by the end,”
said Bowe.
“The seminary formation will
help with your discernment that can
only be done on the inside. If you
discover that you are not called to
be a priest by God, then the seminary will have helped you to pray
better, to know the faith better, and
to help you become a holier man,”
said Bowe. “Do not ‘drift’ with
discerning the priesthood; talk to
someone.”
Comments From Father Feltes
Father Victor Feltes, current pastor of St. Paul’s Catholic Church in
Bloomer and St. John the Baptist
Catholic Church in Cooks Valley,
commented on Bowe and his upcoming ordination.
“I have gotten to know Matthew
better over these past five years since
becoming the pastor of St. Paul’s in
July of 2017. But many of our parishioners have known him throughout his whole life. Some say they
would not have guessed that the
shy and quiet boy they knew would
grow into this mature, young man
now answering God’s call. This
reflects how
Jesus Christ See ORDINATION, page A8

