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Safety Pup, Fire Pup, Officers Greet Students
From left, Fire Pup, Safety Pup, Bloomer Police school liaison officer Sgt.
John Beyer and Bloomer Police Chief Jared Zwiefelhofer greet students
and welcome them back to school at the Bloomer Elementary School
on Thursday, Sept. 2. Not pictured, Bloomer Ambulance Administrator
Mark Schwartz was also present to greet the students.

American Legion Post 295
Donates To Bloomer K-9 Unit

Submitted Photo

The American Legion Post 295 recently approved a donation in
support of the Bloomer Police Department’s K-9 unit. Rocky and
the K-9 unit’s main officer, Officer Poppe have been instrumental in
curbing the increase of drug traffic through the Bloomer Area. Shown
presenting the donation in the amount of $500 to the Bloomer Police
Department is Commander Tino Pahulu. Officer Evan Ruff received
the donation on behalf of the Bloomer Police Department K-9 Unit.

USPS Mail Rate Increase
For Mailing Services
Tammy LeBakken|Bloomer Advance
This year has seen two postal
rate increases with the most recent
on Sunday, August 29, 2021. According to the USPS website this
increase is part of “Delivering for
America,” its 10-year plan
to achieve financial sustainability and service excellence. The August 2021
postage rate increase is only
impacting mailing services
not shipping rates.
A first class mail letter
which is one ounce in
weight increased three
cents to $0.58 from $0.55. This
includes the Forever stamp.
First class mail flats and large
envelopes increased by sixteen
cents to $1.16 from $1.00. Each
additional ounce will still cost

$0.20.Postcards increased by four
cents to $0.40 from $0.36. Certified
mail also saw an increase by fifteen
cents to $3.75.
These price increases have been
approved by the Postal Regulatory
Commission and
are helping to address USPS operating losses heightened
by declines in mail
volume.
Currently United
States postal rates are
one of the most economical world wide.
Japan follows the U.S. with a
first class letter rate of $0.77 and
Australia following right behind at
$0.88. The highest first class letter
rate according to USPS is in Italy
at $3.40.

First Day Of Classes On Thursday For 2021-22 Bloomer School Year
Students enter Bloomer Middle School on Thursday morning, Sept. 2, 2021 for the new school year. According to Bloomer Police Chief Jared
Zwiefelhofer, who was at the Bloomer Elementary School on Thursday morning, the first day of school went very well for parents and buses dropping
students off at the schools. He also commented that students (and parents) looked very happy about the start of the school year.

Two Brother Duos, Related As Cousins,
Return To Hometown Districts To Teach
By Michelle Rayburn
Central Wis. – As teachers head
back to school in these potentially
turbulent times, two small-town
brother duos provide a heartwarming “ray” of inspiration this fall
semester.
Brothers Justin and Jordan Rayburn are high school teachers and
coaches in Pittsville, Wis., their
alma mater. Two hours northwest
of them, their first cousins, brothers
Dallas and Austin Rayburn, will
teach together for the first time at
New Auburn High School, also
their alma mater. The four once attended school together in Pittsville
before the family of the latter moved
north when they were in middle
school.
After teaching in other Wisconsin
districts following college graduation, all four Rayburns have gradually returned home to teach the next
generation in the familiar halls of
the districts where they attended
high school.
Justin Rayburn, the eldest of the
Rayburn cousins, teaches physical
education and health. He said, “I
always enjoyed my time as a student at Pittsville. I wasn’t one of
those kids who looked forward to
being done with school because I
knew it meant I was saying goodbye to many friends and teachers I
enjoyed being around. Being able
to come back to Pittsville gives
me the chance to make other kids’
high school experience as good as
mine was.”
His brother Jordan Rayburn,
a business and information technology teacher, expresses similar
thoughts about his hometown of
just over 800 residents. “Coming
back to teach at Pittsville means
a lot to me. The community is
one that has always embraced my
family. I like that everyone knows
everyone here, and the town is like
family,” he said.
The Pittsville Rayburn brothers play baseball together on the
Pittsville River Bandits amateur
baseball team, and they collaborate
as coaches of an array of sports.
Justin said, “My brother and I

always got along. Now that we are
teaching together, it’s nice having
the person you trust the most as a
co-worker. Jordan and I also grew
up watching, playing, and learning
the game of baseball together. Being
able to now coach together has been
a great experience.”
That sentiment is mutual. Jordan
said his brother Justin “is always
someone I can go to with questions for advice. One of my favorite
things has also been to be able to
coach baseball with together…it’s
fun to share our love for the game
with the next generation.”
Up north, It’s been ten years
since Dallas and Austin Rayburn
occupied the halls of New Auburn
High School together and played
trombone side by side in the pep
band. Both graduated as valedictorian of their class (2011 and 2013,
respectively). Dallas is starting his
third year as high school English
teacher in New Auburn.
One motivation for Dallas in
coming back to his alma mater is
carrying on the legacy of the district
via the stories of earlier years. “A
lot of the teachers I had were there
for over 30 years, and as the new
generation it’s nice to not let their
legacy completely fade into the past
now that they’ve retired,” Dallas
Rayburn said. In a town with a
population of 584, there are plenty
of stories and multi-generational
legends.
As Austin begins his first year
as technology education teacher
in New Auburn, Dallas is ready to
welcome him home. After their first
in-service days, he said, “It was fun
to share meetings with someone
who sees things the same way I
do, and Austin is a great sounding
board for new ideas that I have.
Plus, it’ll be nice to actually have
time to see each other!”
Austin Rayburn, whose wife
Alyssa will also teach fifth grade in
New Auburn, said, “I love a small
school atmosphere where everybody knows everybody. This is especially true since I’m from here. I love
this
See BROTHERS/COUSINS page A8
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Brothers, Dallas, left, and Austin Rayburn, both New Auburn High School
graduates, will teach together for the first time at New Auburn High
School this year. Their cousins, below, Justin, right, and Jordan Rayburn
(also brothers), are high school teachers and coaches in Pittsville, Wis.,
their alma mater.

