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Celebrated Asheville culinary event promises a deeper dive
By Carol Viau
The Biltmore Beacon
Those who attended the 2019 inaugural Chow Chow were treated
to a cornucopia of food and wine
experiences, showcasing the tastes
of Southern Appalachia. From immersive hands-on workshops with
top chefs to the three-day Pickled
in the Park Grand Tasting in Pack
Square Park, the lively events celebrated local makers, nationally

recognized chefs and Asheville’s
multi-cultural, multi-dimensional
food and beverage purveyors.
The inaugural Chow Chow was
the happy collaboration of some
of the best chefs, restaurateurs,
brewers, distillers, culinary experts and food-related artisans of
Asheville. The anticipated 2020
Chow Chow event could not be
presented due to the pandemic.
Chow Chow Reimagined
Chow Chow 2021 was devel-

oped in 2020 when no one knew
when large events might return.
It was reimagined as a series of
summer events between late June
and September with 19 in-person events and numerous virtual
events.
It’s a deeper dive into how we
get food and the people who work
in the industry.
“We see Chow Chow as an opportunity for deeper conversations around Southern Appalachia

and the culture and foodways that
exist here,” said Jess Reiser, Chow
Chow board president.
While the format may differ
from the inaugural Chow Chow,
this year’s series of events will
continue to celebrate food in the
Southern Appalachian region.
The 2021 events also cover a
spectrum of racial justice, climate
change and food justice.
Chow Chow continues on 5A

As a food, Chow Chow is a favorite vegetable-based pickled relish, served in the South. As a culinary festival, it showcases some of the best chefs, restaurateurs, brewers,
distillers, culinary experts and food-related artisans of Asheville.

International Corp. to Build Medical Devices in E. Flat Rock
By Bob Cohen
biltmorebeacon.com
A major manufacturer is coming to
Henderson County. Jabil Corporation
broke ground June 24 on a new manufacturing site in East Flat Rock.
Jabil (NYSE: JBL) is a manufacturing solutions provider with over
260,000 employees across 100 locations in 30 countries. The facility being built here will house part of the
Jabil Healthcare division. The site
will develop and produce pharmaceutical delivery devices. The building is expected to be complete in June
2022.
Jabil will be installing production
assets/systems in the March/April
2022 timeframe. At completion, the
site is expected to be 160,000 square
feet, with 80,000 square feet of clean
room, class 8 ISO-certified manufacturing space.

Jabil expects to create 150 new jobs
by the time the plant is in full operation
in 2025 and expects most of them to be
local hires.
The new facility sits on roughly 19
acres of the 41-acre Garrison Lane Property in East Flat Rock, which was purchased as part of a historic, three-party
agreement among Henderson County,
the City of Hendersonville and the Economic Investment Fund of Henderson
County (an affiliate of the Henderson
County Partnership for Economic Development), to help protect land for industrial development and job creation.
The Henderson County site was selected because it was located near the
existing Jabil Healthcare site in Arden,
North Carolina. It is anticipated that
some employees will be contributing to
both sites. In addition, the site provides
access to the workforce in southwest
North Carolina and northwest South
Carolina.

Jabil Corp. has started work on its 160-square-foot manufacturing plant in East Flat Rock.
The building is set to be finished next year and fully operational by 2025.

“Innovating and producing safe,
high-quality pharmaceutical delivery
devices, crucial in helping meet the
healthcare needs of patients struggling with everything from viruses to
asthma to diabetes and more will be
the focus of our Henderson County

location,” said Jim Cormas, Jabil’s
general manager of operations, who
will oversee operations at the new
site. “We’re excited to break ground
on our new facility and look forward
to members of the local community
joining our team.”

