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By Bob Cohen
biltmorebeacon.com
Just 35 miles from Asheville lies Mount Soma, a spiritual community with a Vedic
Shiva temple.
To fully understand what
Mount Soma is, one must
first understand what led its
founder, Dr. Michael Mamas,
to his quest to learn about the
ancient Vedic technology – a

journey that eventually led
to the founding of this serene space in the Blue Ridge
Mountains.
The temple grounds, which
are open to the public, are an
ideal destination for a day
trip or a weekend venture
to rid oneself of the tensions
brought on by the pandemic
and city life.
Mount Soma is located
on 448 acres filled with a di-
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verse range of beautiful trees,
rock formations and natural springs. The heart of the
property is a Vedic Temple,
Sri Somesvara, an authentic
Serenity continues on 8A
Dr. Michael Mamas founded Mount
Soma on the principle of Vedic technology — “the knowledge of how to
construct an Enlightened City that
will radiate coherence and harmony
to our entire world.”

Top, Mount Soma is home to a Vedic Shiva temple that is open to visitors year round. /Photo by Shelby Harrell.

Residents to See Increase in Water Bills, Park Fees
By Jeannette Carrillo
biltmorebeacon.com
Members of the Asheville City
Council approved a $3 per month rate
increase to residential water bills and
admission to the WNC Nature Center,
along with changes in parking fees at
its May 11 meeting. The new rates will
go into effect July 1. All fees are designed to recoup expenses for services
rendered without having to rely on
tax revenue.
The new rate increases follow a year
when the City of Asheville placed a
hold on changes for FY 2020-21 due
to COVID-19. In addition, some fees
were waived and late charges were
deferred in an attempt to limit the financial impact of the pandemic. City
fees and charges make up 35% of citywide revenue and 10% of General
Fund revenue.

Water
While residential customers will see
an increase in their monthly water bill,
sanitation and stormwater fees will
not be adjusted at this time. However,
city staff has recommended a midyear
review in 2022.

Parking
There will be adjustments to parking garage, off-street lot parking and
monthly on-street parking. On-street
hourly parking fees will remain the
same. Parking garage rate changes
would become effective with the completion of the replacement of garage gating equipment which is anticipated to
be June 1, and this will include a change
in payment. The garages will no longer
accept coins, though the automatic gatekeepers will still accept paper currency,
Increase continues on 7A

