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French Broad Chocolate Expands
With New Factory Location

Owners and co-founders Dan and Jael Rattigan have built
French Broad Chocolate on love for each other, the community
and ‘passion for all things chocolate.’ The Rattigans are pictured at the new factory on Riverside Drive. / Carol Viau photo

By Carol Viau
The Biltmore Beacon

W

hat could be better than
luscious
artisan-made
chocolate bonbons? Most
people agree that wellcrafted chocolate is a
heavenly pleasure. Many Ashevillians and
visitors have discovered French Broad Chocolate
(FBC), WNC’s premier chocolate maker.
The FBC Chocolate Lounge at Pack Square is
uber-popular, often with lines on a warm day,
alive with people enjoying hand-made truffles,

caramels, ice cream, liquid chocolate, cookies,
brownies, amazing cakes and other delightful
confections. The chocolate was hand-crafted
and made at FBC’s Buxton Avenue factory on
Asheville’s South Slope.
Built on love
FBC co-founders and husband and wife team,
Dan and Jael Rattigan, have built the company on
love (literally), with a mission to “Make awesome
chocolate — pure, beautiful and delicious —
sourced with integrity, crafted with love and
served with gratitude.”
The Rattigans are chocolate experts, having
lived and worked in the cacao-rich rainforest

of Costa Rica for two years, owning Bread and
Chocolate restaurant there, while developing
sources for local chocolate. They moved to
Asheville in 2006 to pursue their “passion for all
things chocolate,” and started FBC in 2007. The
French Broad Chocolate Lounge opened in 2008.
“Dan and I fuel each other’s creativity,” Jael
said. “We couldn’t have built this business
without each other’s strengths. Our dream was
not only to make more and better chocolate, but
also to build a beautiful factory, where our guests
could experience chocolate being made before
their eyes.”
See Success, A6

Norfolk Southern Officer Celebrates 90 years with Great Music

Pat Franklin of the Marshall Depot with Forrest
Jarrett. / Mark-Ellis Bennett photo

A celebration was held for a “great American and
true patriot” who reached an important milestone.
Retired Norfolk Southern Railway officer Forrest
Earl Jarrett turned 90 years old this November and
friends from far and wide turned out at the historic
train depot in Marshall to wish him well.
The venue was filled well beyond its considerable
seating capacity for the first part of the celebration
last Thursday, and again on Friday night.
The ever gracious Pat Franklin warmly welcomed
the scores in attendance.
“Forrest and I have been playing together down
here every Friday night for about seven years, and
I’ve learned a lot from him. I’m a diehard Democrat,
and he’s a diehard Republican, so we’re a mixed
couple, and we get along really good. One of the
things that’s most dear to Mr. Jarrett’s heart is music,

so you all are in for a big treat tonight,” Franklin
said.
Franklin then turned to microphone over to the
evening’s emcee Laura Boosinger, director of the
Madison County Arts Council, and introduced the
evening’s first musical performers, members of
the Junior Appalachian Musicians, specifically the
David Andrews Back Porch Pickers.
“These kids have been in the program up to eight
years, and these guys really can play. They’re not
just going to be cute, although some of them really
are. You’ve got some really wonderful musicians
here,” Boosinger said.
She then introduced Angie Chandler, executive
director of the Blue Ridge National Heritage Area,
who began by wishing Jarrett a happy birthday.
See Norfolk, A7
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You Are Cordially Invited To An

ALL SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE
74 Riverwood Road,
Swannanoa, NC
Just 15 miles from
Biltmore Park

Tuesday, December 11 • 9:00 – 11:00 am
REGISTER ONLINE AT
www.ashevillechristian.org/open-house
Or call 828-581-2208.

