99271 Gr

Ad20459

RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMER

Indulge Your Senses
Old World Comfort
Seasonally Inspired
Relaxed Refinement

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
ASHEVILLE, NC
PERMIT NO. 916

FREE
Published by Mountaineer
Publishing Company

GRANDBOHEMIANHOTELASHEVILLE.COM

Published weekly | Asheville, NC

Thursday, August 4, 2022

Inside:
Cool characters
bring warmth
pg. B1

www.biltmorebeacon.com

RECIPE:
Watermelon
treats
pg. B4

Mahler’s 3rd
to air live
pg. B2

The historic Caldwell House in the Cataloochee Valley of Great Smoky Mountains National Park is a stark reminder of the families that used to occupy the land before it became a park.

By Vicki Hyatt
The Biltmore Beacon

T

he Great Smoky Mountains National Park system is poised for a burst
of growth that will not
only address a backlog of unmet
needs but position the most-visited
national park in the country to better
meet visitor expectations.
Cassius Cash, who has served as
the park superintendent since 2014,
spent most of the weekend in Haywood County visiting communities
that border the park in North Carolina. On Saturday night, he was on
hand for the Friends of the Smokies

major fundraiser held at Cataloochee
Ranch.
During meetings with a variety
of community and elected leaders,
Cash discussed a proposal to collect
parking fees in the park, how the ties
between the park and surrounding
North Carolina communities could
be strengthened and the long-unattended needs within the park that
must be addressed.
Should a parking fee of $5 a day,
$15 a week or $40 a year be implemented, it would be a game-changer
for the highly visited national park.
Over the last decade, visitation increased by 57% to a record 14.1 million visits in 2021.

“I strongly believe we should protect the visitor experience, and we
need the appropriate number of people to do that,” Cash said, pointing
out that while visitation increased
exponentially, the park’s budget is
up just 7%. “Our budget was $19
million seven years ago. It’s $21 million today.”
That reality has forced park leaders to make tough calls on how to
meet growing demands, and the efforts are falling woefully short, he
said. The modest parking fee proposal, if implemented, would still
be an amount far less than what’s
Fees continues on 4A

From left: Dana Soehn, Great Smoky Mountains National Park public affairs specialist;
Ken Howle, executive director of Lake Junaluska Assembly; Cassius Cash, superintendent of Great Smoky Mountains National
Park; and Kevin Fitzgerald, former deputy
superintendent of Great Smoky Mountains
National Park, discuss park issues.

Asheville’s John Robbins to lead the National
Wildlife Federation’s Board of Directors
Lifelong conservationist and outdoorsman John Robbins, former
chair of North Carolina Wildlife Federation, is the first North Carolinian
elected to lead the National Wildlife
Federation’s Board of Directors.
The National Wildlife Federation
is the country’s largest private, nonprofit conservation education and
advocacy agency. Six million members and supporters from 52 state
and territorial affiliated organizations – including North Carolina
Wildlife Federation – make up the
organization. Robbins was elected at
NWF’s 86th annual meeting and will
serve for one year as chair-elect and
assume the chair role in June 2023.
“I’m honored to be elected as chair

and look forward to working with
NWF and its affiliates across the
country as we continue our crucial
work to ensure current and future
generations can enjoy the outdoors
while addressing the increasing challenges faced by wildlife and habitat, and as a result, all of humanity,”
Robbins said.
Robbins has served on the NWF
board since 2017 and was elected
eastern vice-chair in 2019. He played
a lead role with pioneering conservationist Dr. Mamie Parker in launching the Creating Safe Spaces series.
The multiyear initiative centers on
the unique challenges and barriers
Black people face in safely accessing
and enjoying outdoor green spaces,

and addressing institutional and systemic obstacles through program
and policy initiatives.
“John brings decades of management, strategic experience, and a
passion for conservation and the
outdoors to the federation family.
He has been instrumental in helping advance our strategic plan and
supporting our efforts to become a
21st-century organization that prioritizes equity, justice and conservation,” said Collin O’Mara, president
and CEO of the National Wildlife
Federation.
Additionally, Robbins helped develop NCWF’s IDEA (Inclusiveness,
Diversity, Equity and Awareness)
committee. He also introduced Earl

John Robbins

B. Hunter Jr., founder and president of Black Folks Camp Too, to
board members and staff, which led
to Hunter’s invitation to speak at
NCWF’s annual meeting in 2021.
Robbins continues on 4A

