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RETURNS TO ASHEVILLE

Kansas is back for ‘Point of Know Return’ anniversary tour
By Shelby Harrell
The Biltmore Beacon

M

oody rock music. Thoughtprovoking lyrics. Out of the
box sounds. This is Kansas and they’re back for another
Asheville show.
The progressive rock band known for
its album “Point of Know Return,” will be
returning to Asheville for a special tour this
November.
Kansas is celebrating the 40th anniversary of
the massive hit album “Point of Know Return”
and they are returning to The U.S. Cellular

Center back to perform the album in its entirety
for the first time in history.
But that’s not all — the tour will showcase
more than two hours of classic Kansas music,
including hit songs, deep cuts and fan favorites,”
said Kansas guitarist Rich Williams.
“It’s going to be a great night for fans,”
Williams said over the phone at his home in
Atlanta. “We will play the album in its entirety,
and we will do acoustic renditions. Plus there
will be a middle set of various songs from all
our records. It will give us the opportunity to go
back to things we haven’t done in a long time.”
Williams has been a part of Kansas for
45 years, and says pursuing a career as a

“rock star” has kept him young at heart.
After decades of shows, Williams still says
performing is pure fun.
“I’’m a guitar player so I love to play guitar,”
Williams said. “It isn’t real work. I know what
real work is and this doesn’t qualify. It’s fun
and it has taken me to so many places.”
Williams and the rest of the Kansas crew will
continue their traveling journey to perform
24 shows on the new tour starting Sept. 28,
making a stop in Asheville Nov. 30.
Williams said the past tour for their album
“Left Overture” was such a huge success that
touring for “Point of Know Return” was the
See Kansas, A4

Riverlink is Hard at Work Planning Karen Cragnolin Park
By Mark-Ellis Bennett
The Biltmore Beacon

RiverLink executive director Garrett Artz with RiverLink matriarch Jean Webb, for whom another park
downstream was named. / Mark-Ellis Bennett photo

RiverLink and the design team led by Nelson
Byrd Woltz Landscape Architects have solicited
recommendations from the public about a master
plan for the future Karen Cragnolin River Park off
of Amboy Road.
Tours of the site have focused on the rich cultural
history dating back to prehistoric geological
formation, the 12,000 year old Indian settlements,
site ecology, the status of remediation for the former
brownfield site, and analysis of potential park
features.
RiverLink executive director Garrett Artz said
plans should be finalized and unveiled in the coming
months.
“The park represents our past, present and future.
Our past is that we get to honor Karen who was

certainly inspired by Jean Webb and the late Wilma
Dykeman. The present is great for us because we’re
building our own strength and capacity, working
along side of Karen and learning so much from her.
We’re thinking about the future because we know
other communities along the 117 miles of the river
in North Carolina can be informed by what we do.
People want parks, public access, and educational
opportunities,” Artz said.
RiverLink acquired the 5.33 acre former EDACO
junkyard in October 2006. Highly polluted from
car-crushing and related operations, RiverLink
announced that the site has undergone extensive
cleanup including phytoremediation, the use of
bacteria to neutralize toxic chemicals in the soil.
The City of Asheville, Buncombe County, North
Carolina Department of Environmental Quality, the
Environmental Protection Agency and numerous
See Riverlink, A5
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