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Oak
Lawn
Police
Department officials said
their officers recovered
this loaded illegal weapon
from a 17-year-old while
arresting him on July 27.
Video surfaced of officers
beating the teen while
taking him into custody,
but officials said the
officers feared for their
lives.

Hannah “Anne” Hayes

Locals mourn
victim of fatal
hit-run accident

Beverly resident
seriously injured
while on vacation
by Kyle Garmes
While on vacation in Tennessee, Molly (nee Franklin)
Fitzgerald, a
Beverly resident,
wife
and
mother
of three, was
struck by a vehicle, leaving
her with multiple injuries
and severely Fitzgerald
broken legs.
She was airlifted to the nearest trauma center, where she
remains until surgery.
(See Fitzgerald page 14)

Teen arrested
in Oak Lawn
had loaded gun
Officials conduct a ceremonial ground-breaking on July 28 in celebration of the
renovation of the Vermont Street Metra station in Blue Island. Built in 1868, the
station will receive a complete makeover of its interior, and new landscaping will be
installed. The building was designated a local landmark in the 1980s. (Review photo)

Station renovation underway
by Kyle Garmes
The Vermont Street Metra
station in Blue Island, a historical landmark that is almost
two centuries old, is undergoing a renovation.
Officials conducted a ceremonial groundbreaking on

July 28 for the project that is
currently underway, and Metra, the Regional Transportation Authority and the Federal Transit Administration are
funding the renovation that
will cost just under $5 million
and is tentatively scheduled

to be completed by this fall.
“This depot will be a gateway—a gateway to Metra and,
more importantly, a gateway to
this community upon [riders’]
completed trip,” said Metra
CEO Jim Derwinski. “It will be
(See Metra page 2)

Wills enjoys
Honor Flight
to nation’s capital

Marine, translator
write new book
about Afghan war

Morgan Park resident
and Vietnam veteran Elliott
Wills was invited to fly to the
nation’s capital on July 20.
The Honor Flight Network
of independent national hubs
works collectively to celebrate veterans who served in
WWII, the Korean War and
the Vietnam War. This flight
was postponed two years ago
due to COVID-19.
A total of 111 local vets
flew on the all-day junket.
Servicemen
and
women
boarded a charter flight at
Midway Airport at 4 a.m.,
headed to Washington, D.C.
Before taking off, they attended a private reception at
the USO at the airport.
Once they arrived, the veterans visited memorials and
historical sites. Each honoree received three meals and
(See Wills page 3)

by Kyle Garmes
While serving in the war
in Afghanistan, U.S. Marine
Corps Major Tom Schueman,
of Mt. Greenwood, developed
an unbreakable bond with an
interpreter, Zainullah Zaki.
(See Schueman page 16)

by Kyle Garmes
The Oak Lawn Police Department (OLPD) is facing scrutiny after beating a
17-year-old boy who fled from
officers after a traffic stop and
was found to be in possession
of a loaded illegal gun.
A video of police beating
the teen circulated on social
media, and the OLPD also
released dash-cam video that
begins with the traffic stop
and ends with the teen being
arrested just outside a fastfood restaurant.
The incident occurred on
(See Arrest page 17)

Tom Schueman

Democrats dominate
history of 19th Ward
Elliot Wills is joined by
his wife, Susan; sons,
Vance and Elliott Jr; and
daughter, Heather, upon
his return to Midway
Airport after his Honor
Flight on July 20. Wills, a
Vietnam veteran, served
in the U.S. Air Force from
1967 to 1969.

Inside:

by Kyle Garmes
Hannah “Anne” Hayes
was known as a teacher who
worked tirelessly for her students, even leading classes
remotely while she lived overseas.
However, during the last
three weeks, the Chicago Police Department (CPD) has
been searching for the occupants of a vehicle who were
involved in a fatal hit-and-run
that took the life of the Beverly native in the Hyde Park
neighborhood.
Hayes, 62, was killed the
evening of July 11 on the 4800
block of South Drexel Boulevard.
Police said that at about
8:48 p.m., a silver-colored
2012 Lexus IS250 was southbound at a high rate of speed
and disregarded a stop sign at
49th Street.
At the same time, a Subaru—driven by Hayes—was
traveling east on 49th Street.
(See Hayes page 9)
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by Carol Flynn
Editor’s note: This is the
seventh article in a series
about the history of the city
of Chicago wards in the Blue
Island Ridge communities.
The 19th Ward was one of
the largest wards in Chicago
in 1930, with the U.S. Census for that year recording

107,511 residents. Although
much of this increase was
due to the annexation of Mt.
Greenwood in 1927, the continued growth of the South
Side of the city also played a
factor.
The aldermen who navigated the 19th Ward through the
(See Ward page 6)
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