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Historic Name: Alford Union Church

Common Name: Union Meeting House

Address: 4 Alford Center Rd
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Local No:

Year Constructed: C 1817

Architectural Style(s): Federal;

Use(s): Church;

Significance: Architecture; Community Planning; Religion;
Area(s): ALF.A, ALF.B

Designation(s): Local Historic District (02/02/1975);
Building Materials: Wall: Copper; Wood; Wood Clapboard; Wood Flushboard;
Demolished No
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FORM B - BUILDING

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION CHD %/é%/%s/ ek
294 Washington Street, Boston, MA 02108

Area

Form no.

K2

Town Alford

AddressMai” Street, Alford Village

Historic Name Alford Union Church

Use: Original "Union Meeting House"

Present Same

Ownership:{J Private individual
Private organization
Alford Union Church

Public

. . % / 4 /
Original ownergpeppralois G HLfoel

Lt Chieses .

DESCRIPTION:
Tocation I TEIATIvIl tu hvussos
cross streets and other buildings Date 1217
or geographical features.
Indicate north. Lia SourceHistory of Alford, History of
123 Berkshire County

Style2y story Federal Meeting House

Architect

Exterior wall fabric Clapboard

Qutbuildings o

Recorded DY pg.pacorded Jip

Major alterations (with dateshone

MovedN/A

Date

Approx. acreage

Organization BCRPC

Setting slight rise, North side of the

Village Center

Date June 29, 1973/ 10/23/81

(Staple additional sheets hf )

o



O =
1858: Union Church ( : (

1876: Church
1904: Church

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community)

2% story Federal Meeting House, with Steeple, Tantern and Touvered belphry.
Copper Dome and wind vane. Wood Quoins on the steeple. Pediment, Cornices and
Cornerboards. Oval Wood Plaque in the Pediment. 12/12 window 1lights

Contains its original Federal interior and Gallery

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history

and how the building relates to the development of the community)

At a Town Meeting January 10, 1781, it was voted to settle Reverand Joseph
Avery as pastor at an annual salary of 40$ber year. A log Church was built
near the Osborne Cemetery on the North Egremont Road. Rev. Avery later removed
to become the minister of the Tyringham Congregational Church. The Reverand
Aaron Kenne preached in Alford between 1805 and 1824 as well, as Rev. Avery
was not well Tiked.

A Methodist Episcopal Church was organized in 1794 and was for many years
on the Pittsfield & Lee circut until 1830 and 1831 respectively.

In 1817 Philander Hurlburt conveyed a ,one quarter acre orchard Tot in the
center of the Village to the following corporators: Nathaniel Wooster, Philo Sperry,
Chester Foote, Christopher Miner, Elihu Lester, Samual Stoddard, Elisha Kenne,
Forward Barnum, Jabez Prindle, Mason Church, Jonathan Hill,Jonathan P. Tobey
Enoch Sperry, Elisha Tobey, Daniel Barrett, John Williams, Ansel Sperry,

. Nathaniel Husted, John Scripture, King Williams, Cornelius Williams, Jabez Davis,
i William Hollenbeck, Daniel Ticknor, Moses Fairchild, Reuben Wilcox and Daniel Fenn.

The Union Meeting House was built in 18170on this % acre lot .The interior
was not completed until 1825, benches being previously used. The Methodists
were to occupy it every second Sunday with the Congregationalists and Baptists
dividing the remaining Sabbath days between them. The deed also states that,
"Every person who shall contribute to the building of said house shall have

free Tiberty & good right to invite any preacher professing the Christain
Religion of any sect or demcnination to preach in said house and may hold
their meetings accordingly with out molestation".

It wasent until 1832 that a stove was installed and the church remained
intact and unaitered to the present time.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES
l H. C. Warner, History of Berkshire County, J. W. Beers & Company N.Y. 1885

A Short History of the Town of Alford, by Charles E11iott 1973
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FORM B - BUILDING In Area no. | Form no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION A /4 Q‘\
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

e e T Dk b ok e S s e A L f’/(?de

: Address

, wame Al Foed Uauon [ 67[/7@ dst

Present use ( [/uj'(‘c L\

2. Photo (3x3'" or 3x5'")
Staple to left side of form
Photo number

Present owner

3. Descfiption:

l Date /(6\/7
Source ,LL;{(«M 6l Allnd é\/C L1l e

Ly 2 M e — Style/IjQC/(’_fCL

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect
in relation to nearest cross streets and :
other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fabric C / an /705((/‘(;_/
1

Outbuildings (describe)

Other features /r Dwel, with GIJ_Q/ ns -

3 MM f‘bm Qer/t prent

A P AP 2
\\f\\:‘:k: L P & ;}//’//
: M”"\\‘t:w,h —— — o
4 =R, N /Y Altered y 2 Date
,,kv ; ;;:‘ > ; { £
Moved Date
’\) | 5. Lot size:
’}\ : 4 1 One acre or less Over one acre |
Approximate frontage
Approximate distance of building from street
jS0
DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 6. Recorded by
USGS Quadrant Yo
Organization
MHC Photo no.
Date
(over)
. JUN 291973
t\.\ '\ 2
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ALF. 2

7. Original owner (if known)

original use_ (" 61 vitC (,\

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation ;
Agricultural Education Religion ( .
Architectural ] Z Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention

Commerce Industry Social/

Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political _____ Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)
Been 1 use Siwce 1817, amlivas 2t ) owahed il 1§25,
L ves
+he A war wwy&lbu@h(,v\ [£2 | Gorodrn B A e s 2

T \a‘\'e g

/‘eﬁaée& bj aqs Surnaces

)

7T L
16T sl

(i /i

(594
W

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, -
early maps, etc.)

3/73



