
 
 

 

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of the Attorney General 

One Ashburton Place  
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

 
OPEN MEETING LAW COMPLAINT FORM 

Instructions for completing the Open Meeting Law Complaint Form 

The Attorney General's Division of Open Government interprets and enforces the Open Meeting Law, Chapter 30A of the 
Massachusetts General Laws, Sections 18-25. Below is the procedure for filing and responding to an Open Meeting Law 
complaint. 

 
Instructions for filing a complaint: 

o Fill out the attached two-page form completely. Sign and date the second page. File the complaint with the public 
body within 30 days of the alleged violation. If the violation was not reasonably discoverable at the time it 
occurred, you must file the complaint within 30 days of the date the violation was reasonably discoverable. A 
violation that occurs during an open session of a meeting is reasonably discoverable on the date of the meeting. 

o To file the complaint: 
o For a local or municipal public body, you must submit a copy of the complaint to the chair of the 

public body AND to the municipal clerk. 
o For all other public bodies, you must submit a copy of the complaint to the chair of the public body. 
o Complaints may be filed by mail, by email, or by hand. Please retain a copy for your records. 

o If the public body does not respond within 14 business days and does not request an extension to respond, 
contact the Division for further assistance. 

 
Instructions for a public body that receives a complaint: 

o The chair must disseminate the complaint to the members of the public body. 
o The public body must meet to review the complaint within 14 business days (usually 20-22 calendar days). 
o After review, but within 14 business days, the public body must respond to the complaint in writing and must 

send the complainant a response and a description of any action the public body has taken to address the 
allegations in the complaint. At the same time, the body must send the Attorney General a copy of the complaint 
and a copy of the response. The public body may delegate this responsibility to an individual member of the 
public body, its counsel, or a staff member, but only after the public body has met to review the complaint. 

o If a public body requires more time to review the complaint and respond, it may request an extension of time for 
good cause by contacting the Division of Open Government. 

 
Once the public body has responded to the complaint: 

o If you are not satisfied with the public body's response to your complaint, you may file a copy of the 
complaint with the Division by mail, by email, or by hand, but only once you have waited for 30 days after filing 
the complaint with the public body. Mail may be sent to: The Division of Open Government, Office of the 
Attorney General, One Ashburton Place - 20th Floor, Boston, MA 02108. Emails may be sent to: 
openmeeting@state.ma.us. 

o When you file your complaint with the Division, please include the complaint form and all documentation 
relevant to the alleged violation. You may wish to attach a cover letter explaining why the public body's 
response does not adequately address your complaint. 

o The Division will not review complaints filed with us more than 90 days after the violation, unless we granted an 
extension to the public body or you can demonstrate good cause for the delay. 

 
If you have questions concerning the Open Meeting Law complaint process, we encourage you to contact the Division of 
Open Government by phone at (617) 963-2540 or by email at openmeeting@state.ma.us. 

mailto:openmeeting@state.ma.us.


OPEN MEETING LAW COMPLAINT FORM 
Office of the Attorney General 

One Ashburton Place 
Boston, MA 02108

Your Contact Information:

Are you filing the complaint in your capacity as an individual, representative of an organization, or media?

Public Body that is the subject of this complaint:

Please note that all fields are required unless otherwise noted. 

First Name: Last Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip Code:

Phone Number: Ext.

Email:

Organization or Media Affiliation (if any):

Date of alleged violation:

Specific person(s), if any, you allege 
committed the violation:

Name of Public Body (including city/
town, county or region, if applicable):

City/Town County Regional/District State
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Individual MediaOrganization

(For statistical purposes only)



What action do you want the public body to take in response to your complaint?

Description of alleged violation:

Describe the alleged violation that this complaint is about. If you believe the alleged violation was intentional, please say so and include 
the reasons supporting your belief.

Note: This text field has a maximum of 3000 characters. 

I.  Disclosure of Your Complaint. 

Public Record. Under most circumstances, your complaint, and any documents submitted with your complaint, is considered a public record 
and will be available to any member of the public upon request. 

Publication to Website. As part of the Open Data Initiative, the AGO will publish to its website certain information regarding your complaint, 
including your name and the name of the public body.  The AGO will not publish your contact information.  

II.  Consulting With a Private Attorney. 
The AGO cannot give you legal advice and is not able to be your private attorney, but represents the public interest.  If you have any questions 
concerning your individual legal rights or responsibilities you should contact a private attorney. 

III.  Submit Your Complaint to the Public Body. 

The complaint must be filed first with the public body.  If you have any questions, please contact the Division of Open Government by calling 
(617) 963-2540 or by email to openmeeting@state.ma.us. 

By signing below, I acknowledge that I have read and understood the provisions above and certify that the information I have provided is true 
and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

  Signed: ___________________________________________  Date:____________________________

Review, sign, and submit your complaint

Note: This text field has a maximum of 500 characters. 

For Use By Public Body 
Date Received by Public Body:

For Use By AGO 
Date Received by AGO:
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	First Name: Gerrit
	Last Name: Blauvelt
	Address: 136 Luce Road
	City: Williamstown
	State: MA
	Zip Code: 01267
	Phone Number: 413.884.6219
	Ext: 
	Email: glblauvelt@gmail.com
	Organization or Media Affiliation if any: 
	Individual: On
	Organization: Off
	Media: Off
	CityTown: On
	County: Off
	RegionalDistrict: Off
	State_2: Off
	town county or region if applicable: North Adams Airport Commission
	undefined: 
	Date of alleged violation: December 2, 2021
	Note This text field has a maximum of 3000 characters: This complaint is against the North Adams Airport Commission for violating G.L. c. 30A, § 22(c) that requires that the minutes of an open session, in approved or draft form, be made available within 10 days. The North Adams Airport Commission has not provided minutes in response to my request on December 2, 2021 that  "I would like to request any meeting minutes from 1995, 1998-2003, and 2016 that the North Adams Airport Commission has."

Previous OML determination 2021-107 ordered the North Adams Airport Commission to create missing meeting minutes from 1982-2017. Over a year after initially requesting minutes and close to a month after a request to the public body, meeting minutes. have not been provided, and it appears the North Adams Airport Commission's violation of Open Meeting Law is intentional. 

Before determination 2021-107 was given by the Division of Open Government on July 29, 2021, and following a phone discussion with the records access officer in March 2021, it was communicated that some minutes may have been found but my request was too broad and needed to be narrowed. I communicated by email a list prioritizing meeting minutes on March 21, 2021. I received no response. The North Adams Airport Commission response to OML determination 2021-107 on October 26, 2021 communicated that minutes had been found from August 31, 2001 to 2017. I contacted the chair of the airport commission and records access officer/airport manager about some open meeting law concerns and how to request recovered minutes on November 17, 2021, This communication did not help clarify the appropriate means to request minutes. On December 2, 2021, I requested the minutes that I previously prioritized in my communication to the records access officer in March 2021 through a request to the public body. I clarified that this request was being made through the public body on December 6, 2021. No meeting minutes have been provided in response to this request.

The airport commission claims they have located nearly half the missing meeting minutes in City Hall but will not provide some of these minutes through a request to the public body. G.L. c. 30A, § 22(c) requires meeting minutes be made available upon request. If minutes are located but not available to the public, it appears that the North Adams Airport Commission is in intentional violation of Open Meeting Law. Further, it is unclear at what point some minutes were located and whether, before the OML determination, some minutes were not available to the public.
	Note This text field has a maximum of 500 characters: The North Adams Airport Commission needs to provide any meeting minutes from 1995, 1998-2003, and 2016 that they have. Further, the North Adams Airport Commission needs to make sure that they have a procedure to comply with G.L. c. 30A, § 22(c). Additionally, the North Adams Airport Commission should better explain when and where missing meeting minutes were located and why those minutes were not available to the public before OML determination 2021-107.
	Signed: 
	Date: December 30, 2021
		2021-12-30T06:19:23-0800
	Agreement certified by Adobe Sign




