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WHY? TOWN PLAN POLICY

Objectives of the Land Use Plan:

• Encourage relatively dense and diverse 
development within the Urban Growth Area.

• Provide development opportunities that allow for 
continued high quality economic development.

• Support Bennington’s historic downtown as the 
commercial, civic, and cultural heart of the community. 
Necessary retail services, including groceries, should 
be provided within this area to serve surrounding 
residential areas.

• Expand opportunities to create an adequate supply of 
a variety of housing types. 

Bennington Town Plan, 2015 (pg18)

Land Use Policy #2:

• Consideration should be given to developing a 
form based land use ordinance to simplify 
implementation and further these policies. 

Bennington Town Plan, 2015 (pg30)



WHAT? KEY GOALS

Form-Based Design (FBD)

• Lower Barriers to desired economic development

• Administrative review

• Relaxed restrictions in some areas 

• Simplification –

• Consolidation of uses (47 to 14) and 

• Zoning districts (7 to 5)

• User-Friendly standards –

• Graphic representation



WHAT? FORM-BASED STANDARDS

• Emphasize form over use

• Better encourage diverse development

• Focus on walkability        economic vitality

• New Term: GLAZING



WHERE? TOWN CENTER

Existing



HOW? PROCESS

1. Start with Existing Regulations

2. Use Review - Consolidation from 47 to 14 categories

3. Form Review - Standards and Graphics

4. Zoning District Boundaries Review – 7 to 5 zones

5. Stakeholder Outreach



PRODUCTS: OVERVIEW

Maps

Use

Form

• Downtown

• Mixed Use

• Residential

• D

• MU-1

• MU-2

• MR-1

• VR

ADUs



PRODUCTS:

Maps



New Mixed Use #2 District:

• UMU

• VC

• VI

USES
ZONING



USE TABLES
REVISED



DOWNTOWN AREA
FBD STANDARDS

A R E A  P R I N C I P L E S  
A N D  

C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S

B U I L D I N G  A N D  
P A R K I N G  

P L A C E M E N T
B U I L D I N G  F O R M



MIXED USE AREA
FBD STANDARDS

A R E A  P R I N C I P L E S  
A N D  

C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S

B U I L D I N G  A N D  
P A R K I N G  

P L A C E M E N T
B U I L D I N G  F O R M



RESIDENTIAL AREA
FBD STANDARDS

A R E A  P R I N C I P L E S  
A N D  

C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S

B U I L D I N G  A N D  
P A R K I N G  

P L A C E M E N T
B U I L D I N G  F O R M



QUESTIONS?
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