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By AUSTIN MONTGOMERY
Staff Writer

BELOIT — The new year will 
bring major changes for the Beloit 
Snappers, as construction continues 
on a new stadium and an announce-
ment of a Major League Baseball 
(MLB) affiliation draws near.

The ownership transfer of the 
team to businessman Quint Studer is 
expected to take place in the coming 
months as construction of a new sta-
dium in downtown Beloit remains on 
schedule.

In an interview on Thursday 
with the Beloit Daily News, Studer 
said he expects the team will make 
an announcement on its new MLB 
affiliation next month, followed by 
announcements of new team executive 

staff and new branding for the team’s 
future namesake.

“This is an exciting time for us,” 
Studer said.

In terms of stadium construction, 

Hendricks Commercial Properties 

Vice President of Development John 

Gackstatter said work was on track to 

‘Falling into place’
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Construction on ABC Supply Stadium continues and remains on schedule for a mid-summer opening in 2021.

By HILLARY GAVAN
Senior staff writer

Northern Illinois officials are say-
ing the time has come for everyone 
to take COVID-19 mitigation practices 
seriously and they are ready to issue 
fines to stress that point.

In a Thursday afternoon press 
conference by the Winnebago County 
Health Department, Rockford Mayor 
Tom McNamara called on all mayors 
and village presidents in Winnebago 
County to enforce increased mitiga-
tion rules.

The Rockford code enforcement 
team will enforce the following rules: 
no indoor dining or social dining, 
requiring people to follow mask and 
social distance guidelines at all busi-
nesses, and adhering to occupancy 
limits at retail stores and other busi-
nesses.

“We are moving in the wrong 
direction and moving in the wrong 
direction quickly,” McNamara said.

Rockford 
to ramp up 

fines for 
violations

By BRAD ALLEN
Staff writer

TOWN OF BELOIT — In line 
with its Road to Reopening plan and 
COVID-19 guidance from the Rock 
County Health Department, the Beloit 
Turner School District will transi-
tion to virtual-only learning for five 
weeks after the Thanksgiving break.

The Board of Education met 
Thursday night and voted to shift all 
classes online from Nov. 30 until Jan. 
15.

The Beloit Turner School District 
is proceeding with winter athlet-
ics, after the Board of Education 
reviewed guidelines related to sports. 
However, the board did not make any 
decision regarding student sports on 
Thursday.

The Clinton, Edgerton, Milton and 
Janesville school districts also have 
decided to shift to virtual learning 

Turner schools 
shift all-online, 

but winter sports 
set to continue

By The Associated Press

KENOSHA — An Illinois 

teenager who 

is charged 

with shooting 

three people, 

including 

two fatally, 

during a 

Wisconsin 

protest over 

police brutal-

ity said he used pandemic 

relief funds to pay for the 

assault-style rifle that a 

friend purchased for him.

Kyle Rittenhouse spoke 

to The Washington Post by 

phone from a juvenile deten-

tion facility on the condition 

that the newspaper not ask 

about the shooting or events 

immediately preceding it. 

He told the newspaper that 

he was carrying the gun 

that night to protect himself.

“I got my $1,200 from the 

coronavirus Illinois unem-

ployment because I was on 

furlough from YMCA,” he 

told the Post. “And I got my 

first unemployment check 

so I was like, ‘Oh, I’ll use 

this to buy it.’”

Rittenhouse was 17 and 

couldn’t legally buy the gun, 

so his friend, Dominick 

Black, bought it for him. 

The weapon was stored at 
Black’s stepfather’s house in 
Kenosha, Wisconsin, until 
Black and Rittenhouse each 
took rifles downtown on 
Aug. 25, according to police 
records. Late that night, 
police said Rittenhouse fatal-
ly shot Joseph Rosenbaum, 
36, and Anthony Huber, 
26, and wounded Gaige 
Grosskreutz.

Report: Teen used pandemic funds for gun

Rittenhouse

Officials say enforcement 

of health orders will tighten

Snappers on the cusp of big announcements as new stadium shapes up
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(Left): The grandstand was recently erected for ABC Supply Stadium in downtown 
Beloit as construction continues. (Right): The construction project is shaping up.
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