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By Daily News Staff

JANESVILLE—President 
Donald Trump is expected 
to speak at the Southern 
Wisconsin Regional Airport 
in Rock County on Saturday, 
but county officials are urging 
him to reconsider the cam-
paign stop in light of rising 
COVID-19 cases in the area.

Trump is expected to speak 
at the airport at 3:30 p.m. 
before going to Green Bay for 
a 6 p.m. rally, according to 
the Trump Campaign.

The Trump Campaign had 
cancelled plans for a rally 

on Saturday in La Crosse 
after Gov. Tony Evers and 
La Crosse Mayor Tim Kabat 
asked the campaign to recon-
sider such a gathering, which 
could cause health risks due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Rock County officials are 
urging the Trump Campaign 
to reconsider holding a large 
gathering while COVID-19 
cases are rising in the area.

“Rock County is experienc-
ing an unprecedented pandem-
ic that threatens the health of 
our residents,” Rock County 
Board Chair Kara Purviance 
said in a news release issued 

Thursday. “It is irresponsi-
ble of the President to hold 
a rally that will put Rock 
County citizens in danger of 
contracting and spreading the 
virus.”

Purviance said if the rally 
goes forward, she urges those 
who attend to follow social 
distancing guidelines and 
wear face masks, as recom-
mended by local and national 
health officials.

Rock County has more 
than 600 known active cases—
the highest number at any 
time during the pandemic. 
The Rock County Health 

Department’s Reopening 

Dashboard indicates the coun-

ty’s 14-day positivity rate was 

13.1%, which was also near 

the record level set in May. 

Wisconsin currently has the 

third-highest rate of communi-

ty spread in the nation.

Guidance from the Centers 

for Disease Control (CDC) 

indicates that the higher the 

level of community spread 

and the more people that are 

in attendance, the higher the 

risk that COVID-19 will spread 

during a gathering.

Trump plans Rock County visit Saturday

Evan Vucci

President Donald Trump speaks 
during a visit to Fincantieri 
Marinette Marine, Thursday, 
June 25, 2020, in Marinette, Wis. 

Rock County officials urge campaign to reconsider in light of pandemic

See Trump, A2

By HILLARY GAVAN
Senior staff writer

SOUTH BELOIT—
Screams heard from the 
haunted barn and hayrides 
will be heard tonight when 
Northern Illinois Fear Fest 
starts scaring locals for its 
22nd year.

Northern Illinois Fearfest, 
6512 Manchester Road, 
opens on 7 p.m. for the sea-
son. It will run 7—11 p.m. 
on Fridays and Saturdays 
and 7—10 p.m. on Sundays 
through Halloween weekend.

Rich Barclay, who has run 
the operation with his wife, 
Verda Barclay, for more than 
two decades, said all three 
attractions will be running—
the haunted barn, creepy 
carnival and hayrides. Each 
of the three attractions takes 
about 18 minutes to tour, pro-
viding a full evening of enter-

tainment.

To stay safe, people will 

be separated 6 feet apart in 

line. All staff and customers 

will be wearing masks, and 

staff will get their tempera-

tures taken before their work 

shifts. Hand sanitizer is avail-

able and Barclay has five 

gallons of disinfectant spray, 

which he said will be liberal-
ly applied.

Barclay said he’s commit-
ted to opening the attraction 
and is seeking legal advice 
regarding staying open in 
light of restrictions due to 
COVID-19. In Winnebago 
County indoor dining and 

Fear Fest to open tonight

Hillary Gavan

Northern Illinois Fear Fest co-owner Rich Barclay stands outside 
the haunted barn built in 1832. He is eager to give thrill-seekers 
lots of fun this Halloween season.

Hillary Gavan

These creepy clowns will await visitors at Northern Illinois Fearfest. The annual scare event opens 
tonight in South Beloit.

See FearFest, A2

By HILLARY GAVAN
Senior staff writer

As COVID-19 cases con-
tinue to surge on both sides 
of the border and four cases 
were reported in the School 
District of Beloit, Wisconsin 
officials issued an emergency 
order to help address health-
care staffing on Thursday.

The School District of 
Beloit has four active cases 
of COVID-19, according to 
School District of Beloit 
Interim Superintendent Dan 
Keyser. For privacy reasons, 
Keyser said the district will 
not be disclosing additional 
details that could disclose the 
identity of the individuals.

However, no students are 
attending classes in person as 
the School District Beloit has 
been conductiing only online 

learning for the first nine 
weeks of school. Only staff 
members or other contracted 
employees can be inside the 
facilities.

Keyser said the district 
is in compliance with CDC 
recommendations for keeping 
schools sanitized and clean. 
This guidance also includes 
isolating individuals under 
the guidance of the public 
health agency in the employ-
ee’s county of residence. Our 
district will follow the CDC 
and Rock County guidelines 
before returning individuals 
to work.

Wisconsin Gov. Tony 
Evers and Wisconsin 
Department of Health 
Service Secretary-designee 
Andrea Palm issued an order 

School District of Beloit 
reports 4 COVID-19 cases

See COVID-19, A2

BELOIT—The Beloit 

Historical Society is the 

recipient of a major dona-

tion from the archives of the 

Beloit Daily News.

The newspaper is moving 

from its longtime home at 

149 State St. to the former 

location of the Turtle Creek 

Bookstore at the busy corner 

of Pleasant Street and Grand 

Avenue. The 444 E. Grand 

Ave. newspaper office will be 

open for business within a 

few days.

As part of the moving pro-

cess the Beloit Daily News 

identified historic materials 

that will be of importance 

to the community’s collec-
tive memory as the future 
unfolds.

“As one of the oldest busi-
nesses in the region, tracing 
our roots to 1848, the news-
paper had a treasure trove of 
historical materials,” Editor 
Bill Barth said. “Preserving 
that past for scholarship and 
community use has been one 
of our prime motivators in 
planning for the move to new 
office space.”

The Beloit Daily News 
saved its journalism in two 
basic formats. For many 
years articles were clipped 

BDN donates ‘morgue’ & 
more to Historical Society

See History, A2


