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Frosty and fearless

By HILLARY GAVAN
Senior staff writer

BELOIT — Parents, coach-
es and students spoke out in 
favor of reopening athletics 
and extracurricular activities 
in the Beloit School District 
at a public hearing held 
Saturday afternoon.

Following Saturday’s hear-
ing, the board will vote on the 
athletic and extracurricular 

activities reopening at its 
Tuesday meeting set for 7 p.m. 
at Kolak Education Center, 
1500 Fourth St.

If the board approves the 
sports and extracurricu-
lar activities reopening on 
Tuesday, those activities could 
resume as early as February, 
Board of Education President 
Megan Miller said in an earli-
er interview.

Parent and basketball 

coach Joe Oberneder kicked 
off the meeting, saying that 
the district needs to give its 
student athletes hope and 
allow sports to impact student 
lives in a positive way.

“I’m sure we have lost 
student athletes that would 
be with us, and they may not 
come back to us. We can’t 
make an impact on their life 
when they are not with us,” 
he said.

Mother Brenda Plakans 
emailed the board which 
was read by Board Secretary 
Michelle Shope. Plakans said 
athletics and activities help 
students learn new skills, 
develop leadership capabili-
ties, learn to work as a team 
and have fun at school under 
guidance of a trusted adult. 
She encouraged a reopening 
of athletics and extracurricu-
lar activities. She said there 

are models in surrounding 
communities for how to do it 
safely and a number of Beloit 
sports teams held practice this 
fall successfully.

Unlike teaching sitting in 
close quarters, Plakans said 
athletics can allow for action 
in smaller groups in larger 
spaces.

Soccer coach, educator 

Community calls for return of athletics

By BRAD ALLEN
Staff writer

BELOIT — After the 
area saw additional snow-
fall over the weekend, and 
another round of snow 
expected today, city offi-
cials are reminding resi-
dents to keep their vehicles 
out of the streets when 
possible.

Beloit Public Works 
Director Laura Williamson 
said in the middle of this 
winter season, the city “is 
in good shape” with salt 
reserves and equipment for 
plowing roads.

Each year, the City of 
Beloit uses on average 
between 2,800 to 3,000 tons 
of salt for an entire winter 
season. Williamson said the 

city is on track to match 
that amount of salt usage 
this season.

On average, the city sees 
about 27 to 28 snow events 
per year. So far this season, 
Beloit has experienced only 
11 snow events, Williamson 
said.

Over the weekend, 

City asks public to help keep streets clear

By AUSTIN MONTGOMERY
Staff writer

BELOIT — Beloit Health 
System will begin vaccinating 
those 65 and older starting on 
Tuesday, as the next phase in 
the critical rollout of COVID-19 
immunizations gets underway 
across Wisconsin.

All vaccines will be admin-
istered at the auditorium at 
Beloit Memorial Hospital and 
be by appointment only. If you 
are an established patient at 
BHS, you are encouraged to use 
the MyHealth patient portal at 

beloithealthsystem.org/myhealth. 
If you are not a patient of BHS, 
call the vaccine phone line 
at 608-364-5663 to make your 
appointment.

“This is a vital next phase 
for battling the pandemic. As 
COVID-19 has more severe con-
sequences in older adults, priori-
tizing this population is a direct 
effort to best protect our most 
at-risk patients. We will con-
tinue to keep you informed as 
we are eager to serve the entire 
community, said BHS CEO Tim 
McKevett.

Vaccine rollout for  
65 and up underway

By The Associated Press

Straining to handle record 
numbers of COVID-19 patients, 
hundreds of the nation’s inten-
sive care units are running 
out of space and supplies and 
competing to hire temporary 
traveling nurses at soaring rates. 
Many of the facilities are clus-
tered in the South and West.

An Associated Press analysis 
of federal hospital data shows 
that since November, the share 
of U.S. hospitals nearing the 
breaking point has doubled. 
More than 40% of Americans 
now live in areas running out of 
ICU space, with only 15% of beds 
still available.

Intensive care units are the 
final defense for the sickest of 
the sick, patients who are near-
ly suffocating or facing organ 
failure. Nurses who work in the 
most stressed ICUs, changing IV 
bags and monitoring patients on 
breathing machines, are exhaust-
ed.

“You can’t push great people 
forever. Right? I mean, it just 
isn’t possible,” said Houston 
Methodist CEO Dr. Marc Boom, 

who is among many hospital 
leaders hoping that the num-
bers of critically ill COVID-19 
patients have begun to pla-
teau. Worryingly, there’s an 
average of 20,000 new cases a 
day in Texas, which has the 
third-highest death count in the 
country and more than 13,000 

American cities strained by 
crowded hospital ICU units

Associated Press

Two nurses put a ventilator on a 
patient in a COVID-19 unit at St. 
Joseph Hospital in Orange, Calif. 
U.S. hospital intensive care units 
in many parts of the country are 
straining under record numbers of 
COVID-19 patients. 
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(Top center): Landon Daugherty, 8, of Beloit slides down Hospital Hill along Olympian 
Boulevard on Sunday afternoon. (At right): Mom Courtney Daugherty barrels down the hill 
holding her 3-year-old son Paxton, with Landon in tow. (At left): Landon slides backwards and 
spins on the slope. It was his first time going sledding with his younger brother.

See Vaccines, A2

See Hospitals, A2See Winter, A2


