
Beloit Daily News Wednesday, January 27, 2021 | A1

STATELINE:
Fairbanks Morse 
earns new contract

On A3

Beloit Daily News
Proudly serving the Stateline Area since 1848 www.beloitdailynews.com               $2.00

SPORTS:
MLB set to honor 
legendary Aaron

On B1

INSIDE:

STAY UP TO DATE

‘Like’ us on Facebook and follow us 

on Twitter @BDNConnection

SUBSCRIBE
Please call 608-365-8811

or visit www.beloitdailynews.com

Advice & Comics • B5 | Classifieds • B8-10 | Community • A10 | Opinion • A9 | Records • A6 | Sports • B1-4 | Stateline • A3

WEATHER
Thursday: 20˚, P. Cloudy
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By SCOTT BAUER
Associated Press

MADISON, Wis. — The 
Republican-controlled Wisconsin 
Senate voted Tuesday to repeal 
Gov. Tony Evers’ statewide 
mask mandate, despite warnings 
from virtually every sector of 
the health care community that 
doing so would impair efforts 
to combat the coronavirus pan-
demic.

Both legislative chambers 
have to pass the resolution in 
order to undo the mask require-
ment. The Assembly, controlled 
58-30 by Republicans, scheduled 
it for a vote Thursday.

The Assembly on Tuesday 
passed an expanded COVID-19 
response bill that may face a 
veto by the Democratic gover-
nor. 

The bill would prohibit the 
closure of churches during the 
pandemic and bar employers 
from requiring workers to get 
vaccinated for the disease. The 
Senate previously removed 
those provisions from a more 
limited COVID-19 bill that it 
passed and that the governor 
supports.

Evers’ spokeswoman did not 
immediately reply to a message 
seeking comment on whether 
he approved of the Assembly’s 
changes.

The Assembly’s expand-
ed bill passed 58-34, with all 
Republicans in support and 
Democrats against. It now heads 
back to the Senate, which could 
vote on it later Tuesday.

The Senate passed the res-
olution to repeal the mask 
mandate on an 18-13 vote, with 
all Democrats and Republican 
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By HILLARY GAVAN
Senior staff writer

BELOIT — Construction on The 
Lincoln Academy is about 60% complete, 
with opening on schedule for July 2021.

With technical education lab spaces, 
breakout rooms and visible mechani-
cal and electrical systems, the school 
has many features to foster teachable 
moments and hands-on learning.

“We were able to build a state-of-the-art 
facility in which every decision we make 
is focused on the best interests of the 
scholar,” said CEO Kristi Cole.

In a tour on Monday, Cole and 
Corporate Contractors Inc. (CCI) Project 
Manager Aaron Combs shared some of 
the highlights of construction going on 
within the 113,000-square-foot facility.

Combs said crews will be done with 

framing on Saturday and are finishing 
drywall and painting on several floors.

The Lincoln Academy in Beloit is a K4 
to grade 12 independent charter school 
opening in fall of 2021 on the Eclipse 
Campus at 608 Henry Ave. It will be a 
public school authorized through the 

Lincoln Academy construction remains on schedule

By AUSTIN MONTGOMERY
Staff Writer

As the COVID-19 vaccine 
rollout continues across the 
country, first responders 
appear to be refusing the 
immunization at a higher 
rates in Beloit compared to 
Janesville, according to data 
obtained by the Beloit Daily 
News.

In the Beloit Police 
Department, 46 of the depart-
ment’s 94 employees (48.9%) 

have chosen to be vaccinat-
ed. Four remaining police 
department staff members 
want the vaccine and will 
receive it later, which would 
bring the department’s over-
all vaccination rate to 53%.

Interim Police Chief 
Thomas Stigler said depart-
ment employees declined the 
vaccine because they consid-
ered themselves to not be at 
high risk in terms of health 
conditions. Others declined 
initially being vaccinated to 

seek out more information 
regarding the vaccine, he 
said.

“Though we have not 
experienced significant 
staffing issues in the past 10 
months, the potential is still 
here so I would like to see it 
at 100%,” Stigler said. “The 
higher the vaccination rate, 
the sooner we will get back 
to normal.”

At the Beloit Fire 
Department, 24 of the depart-
ment’s 57 employees (42.1%) 

have been vaccinated and 
no remaining staff want the 
vaccine, said Beloit Strategic 
Communications Director 
Sarah Millard.

Beloit Fire Chief Daniel 
Pease said the fire depart-
ment has had “zero duty-re-
lated COVID-19 illnesses 
because we have implement-
ed best practices in preven-
tion.”

“Our firefighters were 

Vaccination rate under 55% for first responders
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In this Dec. 14, 2020 Beloit Daily News 
File Photo, Pictured are vials of the 
Moderna COVID-19 vaccine on a table 
at Beloit Health System. 
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(Above): The Lincoln Academy CEO Kristi Cole looks inside the new school on Monday 
when workers were adding dry wall, painting and finishing up framing. (Below): Tinner 
apprentice Ryan Mcginty of 1901 Inc., a mechanical contractor, is shown at work inside The 
Lincoln Academy.

By HILLARY GAVAN
Senior staff writer

BELOIT — The Beloit School 
District Board of Education 
voted unanimously to reopen 
athletic and extracurricular 
activities at its Tuesday evening 
meeting.

Sports will begin opening up 
Feb. 1 with some open gyms, 
especially for girl swimmers 
who officially begin their season 
on Feb. 8.

Prior to the vote, Athletic 
Director Joel Beard presented 
the district’s athletic reopening 
plan, which will include social 
distancing, face coverings, clean-
ing and sanitizing and symptom 
screening. 

There will be no locker room 
usage during practices.

All practices will be 90 min-
utes with 30 minutes to tran-
sition to the next group. All 
equipment used will be cleaned 
after practice and weight room 
equipment will be cleaned in 
between usage.

Before games, chairs will be 
socially distanced on the side-
lines and will remain that way 
throughout the event. 

Players will have assigned 
seats in the gym. Score table 
chairs will be socially distanced 
with limited seating and person-
nel. Game balls will be sanitized 
and rotated in and out at the 
officials discretion.

No spectators will be allowed 
at Beloit Memorial High School 
other than those individuals 
deemed essential per Big 8 and 
high school guidelines. 

All games will be streamed 
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