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A walk in the park

Clint Wolf/Beloit Daily News

Jack Peckham takes a stroll among the colorful fall foliage in Riverside Park Wednesday. Fall colors are in their full glory in the 
Stateline Area.

By HILLARY GAVAN
Senior staff writer

The number of new COVID-
19 cases, the positivity rate and 
people hospitalized in Rock 
County dropped a bit from the 
previous two days, according to 
a report from the Rock County 
Health Department Wednesday.

The Clinton School District 
reported eight positive COVID-
19 cases which are believed 
to have originated outside 
of the school, according to 
information received from 
Superintendent Jim Brewer on 
Wednesday. On Tuesday, the 
Daily News reported the School 
District of Beloit had four 
cases, and South Beloit School 
District had 11 cases from Aug. 

Rock County 
virus spike 

slows down

By HILLARY GAVAN
Senior staff writer

BELOIT — School 

District of Beloit Interim 

Superintendent Dan Keyser 

and the board of education 

discussed some scenarios 

whereby small groups of 

students may begin to get 

educational services within 

the school buildings at its 

Tuesday evening business 
meeting.

Currently, the district is 
only offering distance learning 
through Jan. 22 in response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

“There are some needs we 
aren’t able to address at a dis-
tance, and the district is con-
sidering small groups getting 
targeted assistance,” Keyser 
said.

“It’s a great idea to get 
small groups of kids in 
because COVID is going 
to be around for a long 
time,” school board member 
Stephanie Jacobs said.

Keyser explained the stu-

dents who would take priority 
would be those without access 
to the internet; students 
who are struggling; students 
who need ongoing academic 
intervention; and those expe-
riencing social and emotion-
al struggles. The groups of 
students would be 10 or less. 
Once the structure is up and 
running, it could grow to 
include more students.

Keyser said the district 
has learned a lot and has 
had good experiences finding 
innovative ways to reach 
out to students and families, 

District sees ‘growing need’ for face time

Clint Wolf/Beloit Daily News

The Kolak Education Center is the home to School District of 
Beloit administration. School district officials are discussing the 
possibility of small groups of students returning to school.

By CHRISTINA A. CASSIDY
Associated Press

ATLANTA — Just days 

before the presidential elec-

tion, millions of mail ballots 

have yet to be returned in key 

battleground states, and elec-

tion officials warn that time 

is running out for voters who 

want to avoid a polling place 

on Election Day.

At least 35 million mail 

ballots had been returned 
or accepted as of early 
Wednesday, according to data 
collected by The Associated 
Press. That surpasses the 
33.3 million total mail bal-
lots returned during the 
2016 election, according to 
the U.S. Election Assistance 
Commission.

Yet an estimated 1.9 million 
ballots were still outstand-
ing in Florida, along with 
962,000 in Nevada, 850,000 in 
Michigan and 1 million in 
Pennsylvania. In most states, 
the deadline for ballots to be 
received is Election Day.

“Don’t wait until Election 
Day,” Pennsylvania Gov. Tom 
Wolf implored voters this 
week. “Hand-delivering your 
own ballot now will give you 
the peace of mind that your 
vote will be counted, and your 
voice will be heard in this his-
toric election.”

Combined with early, 
in-person voting, at least 71.5 
million votes have already 
been cast, more than the total 
number of advance votes four 
years ago.

Many states made it easier 
to request a mail ballot this 

Millions of mail ballots not yet returned

Associated Press

This Oct. 19 photo shows an election worker placing a vote-by-mail 
ballot into a drop box outside an early voting site in Miami. Just 
days before the presidential election, millions of mail-in ballots 
have still not been returned in key battleground states. 
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