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WEATHER
Thursday: 37˚, P. Cloudy

See the full forecast on A10

By HILLARY GAVAN
Senior staff writer

BELOIT — The Beloit 
School District postponed 
its vote at Tuesday’s board 
meeting on whether to reopen 
school after Superintendent 
Dan Keyser had to respond to 
a family emergency.

The rest of the 7 p.m. meet-

ing at Kolak Education Center 
commenced as scheduled, with 
the reopening vote resched-
uled for Monday, March 1, 
said Board President Megan 
Miller.

When the Daily News asked 
why the vote couldn’t go on 
without Keyser, Miller issued 
the following statement:

“Early this afternoon we 

received the unfortunate news 
that Dr. Keyer’s family is 
experiencing an emergency 
health situation. We regret 
to have to postpone such 
an important action item to 
Monday, March 1 at 7 p.m. 
Fortunately, we will still 
have plenty of time to make 
the accommodations neces-
sary should the Board vote 
to reopen schools for Term 4. 
The board wishes Dr. Keyser 
and his family the best at this 

difficult time and we appre-
ciate everyone’s patience and 
understanding as we move 
forward. Board members 
and Dr. Keyser decided it 
would be best to wait until 
Dr. Keyser was available to 
deliver the presentation and 
answer any questions or con-
cerns that may arise before 
making a decision. We look 
forward to his return next 
week so we can take action on 
Monday regarding the reopen-

ing of schools.”
The board had been plan-

ning to vote on Tuesday on 
whether to return to a hybrid 
model of in-person learning 
for term 4 in early April. In 
July, the school board voted 
to have virtual/distance learn-
ing for the first quarter of 
the 2020-21 school year, later 
extended to Jan. 22.

Under the current proposed 

Board holds off on reopening vote

By LISA MASCARO
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Security offi-
cials testifying at Congress’ first 
hearing on the deadly siege of the 
Capitol cast blame and pointed fin-
gers but also acknowledged they 

were woefully unpre-
pared for the violence.

Senators drilled 
down on the stunning 
security failure and 
missed warning signs 
as rioters loyal to for-
mer President Donald 
Trump stormed the 
Capitol on Jan. 6, in 
an attempt to stop law-

makers from certifying President Joe 
Biden’s election.

Five people died in the attack, 
including a Capitol Police officer. 
The security officials lost their jobs, 
and Trump was impeached by the 
House on a charge of inciting an 
insurrection. 

Here are some takeaways from the 
testimony:

FAILURE TO COMMUNICATE
Intelligence warnings of an armed 

uprising by extremist groups heading 

Missed 
signals

Security officials testify, 

cast blame in Capitol riot

Associated Press

Former U.S. Capitol Police Chief Steven 
Sund appears before Senators during a 
hearing at Capitol Hill in Washington on 
Tuesday to examine the events of Jan. 6. 

Sund

See Capitol, A2

An exotic emergency
After barn roof collapses, firefighters helped rescue trapped animals

Photos provided

(Above): This photo shows the damage of a roof collapse at Valley of the Kings 
animal sanctuary in Sharon, Wis. No people or animals were injured following the 
incident on Monday. (Right): This file photo from March 2019 shows an emu living 
at the sanctuary. 

By AUSTIN MONTGOMERY
Staff Writer

SHARON — No people or 
animals were injured follow-
ing a barn roof collapse at 
the Valley of The Kings ani-
mal sanctuary on Monday in 
Sharon, and the organization 
has started a fundraising effort 
for rehousing animals and 
making needed repairs.

Fire departments from the 
Town of Beloit, Darien and 
Sharon responded to the sanc-
tuary at around 7:30 a.m. and 
found the barn roof collapsed 
due to the weight of snow on 
the roof.

Firefighters assessed the 
situation and began rescuing 
animals that were stuck inside 
the barn, according to Valley 
of the Kings Director Susan 
Reinholz.

“They were trying to coax 
them out,” Reinholz said. “It 
was so hectic and the animals 
were really freaked out.”

Reinholz said three goats, 
three pigs and two emus were 
rescued from the collapsed 

See Animals, A2

Decision postponed until March 1 meeting

See Schools, A2


