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By AUSTIN MONTGOMERY
Staff Writer

SOUTH BELOIT — A decade later, VetsRoll 
co-founder Mark Finnegan says he’s still in 
awe of the experiences his organization is 
able to offer military veterans as they make 
the trip of a lifetime to visit war memorials 
in the nation’s capital.

Finnegan founded VetsRoll in February of 
2010 with brother John Finnegan as a way to 
honor their father, World War II Navy veter-
an Cy Finnegan, after his passing.

“In May of 2004, there was a military offi-
cer’s burial at Arlington Cemetery,” Finnegan 
said. “We saw the pageantry of an officer’s 
funeral and it got us thinking that we needed 
to memorialize our father and the rest of our 
family.”

After assisting on a fundraiser for a 

VetsRoll stronger than ever as organizers eagerly await 2021
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VetsRoll co-founder Mark Finnegan and VetsRoll board member Dan Schreiber secure an American flag 
among the over-200 flags that were placed by volunteers in Riverside Park.

Home of the free, because of the brave
Remembering their sacrifices on this stay-at-home Memorial Day

By HILLARY GAVAN
Senior staff writer

BELOIT — It was a good 

day for Andrea Stevenson 

and Julie Ennett of Rockton. 

It was their first outing to a 

restaurant in a month, and 

they chose The Rock Bar 

and Grill, 101 Maple Ave. So 

did four other diners from 

Illinois who asked to remain 

anonymous.

“I picked up a friend and 

headed right here,” Stevenson 

said of her outing.
After lunch, Stevenson was 

going to mow the lawn and 
go to Rockton Walmart where 
her daughter, a Hononegah 
graduate, would be wearing a 
cap and gown in an afternoon 
event for student employees. 
By nightfall, she would go 
to Jersey’s Bar & Grill, 2770 
Milwaukee Road to celebrate.

Although restaurants in 
Illinois are still closed for 
dining inside, Beloit’s dining 
rooms opened on Thursday 
as businesses across the city 

were in various stages of 
reopening.

Jim Agate, co-owner 
of The Rock, said he had 
brought back all employees 
Thursday for inside dining. 
The restaurant only offered 
curbside pickup since the 
COVID-19 pandemic ramped 
up. Although he and co-owner 
Bill Lock have opened restau-
rants together over the years, 
Agate said this reopening was 
a new challenge. Not only 

Beloit business openings draw visitors from near and far
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Julie Ennett (left)
and Andrea 
Stevenson of 
Rockton were 
having lunch at 
The Rock Bar 
and Grill, 101 
Maple Ave., after 
dining rooms 
at Beloit area 
restaurants 
reopened on 
Thursday.

By HILLARY GAVAN
Senior staff writer

BELOIT — Perhaps the 
most admirable duties 
undertaken 
by two of 
the area’s 
most senior 
World War 
II veterans 
was their life 
after their 
service. They 
had seen loss 
first hand 
and lived 
lives worthy 
of those sac-
rifices.

Whether 
singing 
while deliv-
ering the 
mail or 
dancing for 
all in the 
neighborhood, Clair Deitz, 
101, and Marv Behling, 
99, never squandered a 
minute of freedom and are 
still going. This summer 

Behling will turn 100 on 
June 10, and Dietz will 
turn 102 on Aug. 3.

Behling was drafted 
into the U.S. Army on Jan. 

5, 1942 and 
enlisted 
in the 
Medical 
Corps. By 
1943 he 
was work-
ing at a 
fieldhouse 
in North 
Africa 
with “500 
men, 200 
nurses and 
60 doctors 
close to the 
German 
and Italian 
lines.”

As a 
“ward 
boy,” 

Behling would change 
sheets, bed pans and help 
the wounded into or out 

These two Stateline Area veterans 

have appreciated long and free lives
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From left: VetsRoll co-founder Mark Finnegan stands 
with longtime volunteers Dan and Laurie Schreiber, 
Terry Coffman, Lanny Wong, Mike Terrel, Leo Mullooly 
and Brad Scott behind a banner in Riverside Park hon-
oring the 2020 veterans who were unable to make this 
year’s VetsRoll trip.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Memorial Day normally is a time 
for parades and patriotism. Because of the pandemic 
most patriotic observances cannot be held. The Beloit 
Daily News wanted to help the community recognize and 
appreciate the enormous contributions and sacrifices by 
those who have worn the country’s uniform. This edition, 
including the list of deceased veterans on pages inside, 
is dedicated to the best of us, our brave men and women 
who have won and preserved American freedom over the 
generations.

In observance of the 
Memorial Day holiday 
the Beloit Daily News 
will not be published on 
Monday.

Persons wishing to 

drop news items off 
may do by so using 
the mail slot at the 
entrance to the Daily 
News building, located 
at 149 State St. 

No newspaper on Monday
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Dietz 1945 Dietz 2013
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