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By The Associated Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn. —
President Donald Trump and 
Democratic challenger Joe 
Biden scrapped over how to 
tame the raging coronavi-
rus in Thursday’s final 2020 
debate, largely shelving the 
rancor that overshadowed 
their previous face-off in 
favor of a more substantive 
exchange that highlight-
ed their vastly different 
approaches to solving the 
major domestic and foreign 
policy challenges facing the 
nation.

With less than two weeks 

until the election, Trump 

sought to portray himself as 

the same outsider he first 

pitched to voters four years 

ago, repeatedly saying he 

wasn’t a politician. Biden, 

meanwhile, argued that 

Trump was an incompetent 

leader of a country facing 

multiple crises and tried to 

connect what he saw as the 

president’s failures to the 

everyday lives of Americans

The night in Nashville 

began with a battle over the 

president’s handling of the 

pandemic, which has killed 

more than 225,000 Americans 

and cost millions of jobs. 

Trump declared that the 
virus will go away while 
Biden warned that the nation 
was heading toward “a dark 
winter.” Polling suggests it 
is the campaign’s defining 
issue for voters, and Biden 
declared, “Anyone respon-
sible for that many deaths 
should not remain presi-
dent of the United States of 
America.”

Trump defended his man-
agement of the nation’s most 
deadly health crisis in a 
century, dismissing Biden’s 
warning that the nation had 
a dire stretch ahead due to 

Final showdown

Associated Press

Democratic presidential candidate former Vice President Joe Biden answers a question as President 
Donald Trump listens during the second and final presidential debate on Thursday night at Belmont 
University in Nashville, Tenn.

By HILLARY GAVAN
Senior staff writer

As Rock County reported 
163 new cases of COVID-19 
in one day and Winnebago 
County had 257 new cases 
on Thursday, Rock County’s 
hospitals reported their high-
est numbers of hospitalized 
COVID-19 patients to date this 
week.

On Thursday, 33 commu-
nity members were receiving 
inpatient care in Rock County 
hospitals due to the virus. 
On Wednesday, there were 37 

community members hospi-
talized with COVID-19 at hos-
pitals including Beloit Health 
System, Edgerton Hospital, 
MercyHealth and SSM Health 
St. Mary’s Hospital, accord-
ing to information from the 
Rock County Public Health 
Department in conjunction 
with local hospitals.

The Rock County Public 
Health Department asked res-
idents to help ease the rise 
in COVID-19 cases in order 
to leave enough hospital beds 
open for COVID-19 patients 

Hospitals see more 
patients as cases rise

By AUSTIN MONTGOMERY
Staff Writer

BELOIT — A new outpatient orthope-
dic surgery center could be coming to the 
Gateway Business Park in Beloit, according 
to City of Beloit development documents.

OrthoIllinois plans to build a 
25,605-square-foot surgery center with ambu-
latory service and lodging suites at 1350 
Gateway Blvd on a 5.69-acre property.

Planning documents show that up to 30 
outpatient surgeries are expected weekly, 
with the facility to host only 10 overnight 
patients per week.

The facility will include four operating 
rooms, 12 patient recovery rooms, a post-an-
esthesia care unit, sterile processing depart-

ment and various support spaces.

A rendering attached to planning douc-

ments shows the name “OrthoWisconsin” 

on the front of the building in the business 

park.

The Beloit City Council took action 

on Oct. 19 to send the plan, submitted 

Gateway to gain outpatient surgery center

Artists rendering provided

OrthoIllinois plans to build a surgery center in 
the Gateway Business Park in Beloit.

By BRAD ALLEN
Staff writer

TOWN OF BELOIT — The 
new intermediate school build-
ing in Beloit Turner School 
District is more than halfway 
complete, project leaders say.

“It’s in its final foot-
print right now,” said Jerry 
Klobucar, President of 
Klobucar Construction. “I’m 
very pleased with where things 
are at. We have a good group 
of subcontractors who are 
helping out with that effort.”

Beloit-based Klobucar 
Construction and Burlington-
based Scherrer Construction 
are working together on the 
$17 million building project 
on South Bartells Drive in the 
Town of Beloit.

The new building, once com-
pleted, will be open in time 

for the 2021-22 school year and 
will serve grades two through 
five.

Jerry Klobucar said the 
building includes many state-
of-the-art features, including 
high energy efficiency and 
advanced snow and water run-
off.

The building, which sits on 
a plot of 14 acres of land, also 
features numerous spots for 
windows to provide natural 
lighting, said Skip Hegemann, 
Project Superintendent with 
Scherrer Construction.

“It’s a complete game-chang-
er for our district,” Turner 
Superintendent Dennis 
McCarthy said. “This is a big 
deal for our community.”

McCarthy said he is very 
impressed with the new 
school’s gymnasium, which is 

New intermediate school 
takes shape in Turner district
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This aerial photo shows a new school building in the Town of Beloit 
from above. The building is expected to be open in time for the 2021-
22 school year.
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Area remains a hotbed for virus infections

Building’s progress is right on schedule
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Facility plans still in the works
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Trump, Biden make last pitch to voters in presidential debate
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